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The foll<'Htring is tit !'eport of lessons lea!'ned for period 1-31 Aul)t lq71 from
this headquarters. This re:rX'):rt S'llbnitt.ad for inolusion in the 11th Tnfant:r'1
Brigade O~rational R~port-t.assons Learned.

In conjunction 'With a refit cycle from 16-30 AUliU;1t, the ba.ttdion contir11.1:ad the
'type of oparaticms oondu.c~d during the latt8!' part of July, ie, the ope..'11ng,r nnd
securing of fOj'J'l..fard fire baaes to support .I\Jtinrr oDe~.tionsin the mott.l}.ts:l:n$ tn

wes.tem Son Hat and 1ra Bonlt dhtr5cts •. The month ~"1gM lc1ith the Mn OF. and A ~11
(OPC01~to 1/52) se<mring vtm o.i tang (Rsgg9683) J 131/52 seclJ.ring a SunporUnft 4.2
base (LZ Smokey..•~S302668), And A & (; 1/52 in the field. On the 1st, A C'O. ~ng8ged:3 in a live ~bush kUling one and capturing 1 1'Uoksa.ck. en '2 Aug C ('.0 round
the body or 1 RiTA soldie1"tVho hl'ld b8<9n killed 'by SA'!" iile1!13l1"l\'l1 days pr~oug" The
same day, A 00. observed 17 N1!Amoving along e~traU. They enge,ged ,..tlth SAF and
artiller.r resulting in 4 NVAKIA (3 IOM). nn .3 A;!.1g the ~{at1.onal Police detained
one individual nee.!' stinson •• The ~m.e day. G1 Lang ~nd Smok~ were aloMd and

the .Bn OF X'ai:.umed to '. Stinson. Three d~ys.later, the 6th, the . j\tmped rot'-
ward a~ain opening. Freddy, (,iiJ{At. Dragon., i1lS2~577) ~nd mortar be.se I,?,Cathy (AKA: ll,1ue Cloud, '15524061:3). A. C>osecllred Oathy vhile B .~ C Cots seCllN~
the :2US lO:}ls, :2 AnW lO~Ps :2 155'8 on il'reddy. li/hUe on patrol on the
7th, C C>odiseov0t'f!;r1 a quantlty of l'l'ledio!11 $UPplUgS $.nd Mptured 1 'iKS. 'i"n&ne:x't
evening A 00 observed 23 moving /across a field. They preoessed rilb:rtl'1:l:' ond
artiHe!'f on the tilnel1'.;;f killing 2. \'!hUe .oil. an sap-Ie f'licht on. 1;3 )l;ug, C C<o Angl'i.g,red

an asti.tl:mted 4 NV,f1t'eli'fulting i_n 1 pJVA1'{IA, 1. NVA and 1. rocksl'ick and a Dacltet
of d0C1.1111ents OU.• 0n 15 .Aut{Freddy And Cathy were closed and the battaUrm :return­
ed to st5.nson. On 2C Aullt, the batt·aUon tlm;Joyed H- camp-'!ln:i.es fOrt.Tarn to S"'lC1Jt'9
FFB -Duke (BS:240856) which was to nrovi'Je fire S'l.1pport for en0ther~r:;JP::; f'i.!'e .base
further west from 2<)-28 August. On 22 Aug, '!:Ron i1eta1ned 2 mahs n8ar r,Z qtinso:n.
()n 26 Aug ,\tbJle on patrol ~round SMnson, D Co ':1etained 6 "Oe1'$on and t'ou.nd. 1 105
'rOund bootw-trap "\41110h'\-;as d~8troyed "in place,,' Totl"J. enemy 1085'')$ durj.ng~ug'Ust
",tare 9 "'iTOjlf'lfA (" l-V art)', 2 Ot; mortars), 1. 1'0'1, 1 I'-rc nnd q t1et8:i.nOElS.
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A. P~~ji Stake Injuries
During recent opera,tions in the mOlltl't,!!l:tnous area t;f ;,{estern Ou~ng lJfi'\'d

Province, this unit euff'ered numerous casualties -'lue to rmnJi stalH~s. The ntm5is
were typically soattered over l~~e Brees suitable for len~ing zon~s (u~tally
grassy ri,lgelines) and planted on the surface facing :in various d:lrections so that
anyone t!'ying to M(llle rapidly through the llrea ,..muld eventually st:rike one •• A.l­
though the injuries were in most Mses minimal, th'V nevert.he1ess requirad evf'!C-
uation, treatrnent time lost. Host of' the in luri,e!3 were incurred as troons de-
barked f'r()m heH.oopterra and r;;oved to nro'lrirle LZ seeuri t.Y. The following methods
should be used to n!'eelude this t,rpe injuI'"j' in ~lre8ethat s.T'a found t.o h~ve nun5 i
threats.

(1) If possible, place an ai!'st!'ike on the landing zone p:riOl!' to use uti11~
in~ Itd£d·ew•.•qutter# h-:mibs.
(2~ Fire a hea",. artillery preparation.dil"eetly on the landing lone in add­
ition to the nomal prepIJu'at1on of' eur1'\')undingt!'eelines or othor areas or
concealment •.
(,3) l'lb.e.nthe t:roops deb$.rk the he1iooptGI"S, have them f'raett-e in 0085t1on,
unless they a!'$ mde!' fire, until the heUeo-pter ($) have departed. Then
thej" Ofln mow Slowly to securlt,v podtions remo'V'in~or ditrpl~clng the 'OUnjb
as they go"

B" Lending Zone Fires
The 2.75 beh rooket,s Mr!'ied by 8.rmed helieonters have demonstrated an un­

usue.l nro~situ f'or ig:.'1iting brush't:t!'ea. This effect is espMidly noticeable in
elephant gt'ese wid,en uS'tlal1}" is not eJ'f'ected f:&' other tr1'es of ordinanoe" It brush....
f:t!'e in the le.ndin~ zonl:1.l lli.t;Y sep€l!'ate elements, preclude further le,n(nn~s ffJr a
tim-e or f'ot'ce Itrot,lnd units to movl:1.l in undesi~b'- e directions to avoid the fiN.
Windy d~Y$ end'"'dry grass (vpical ifl thedr;r season) oonside!'e.bly 1-ncr$ase the den.•.
ger of' ff!'$s. 'When the git><1ation allow$, aerie.! rocket art:t11ery sho\lld not bI:1.l em...

ployed dirl:1.lctly en the lan.ding site but should be eonf'ined to sU:tTo't.mdin~ areas
of cdlncea1m~ntwiCJh are leas SU$eept:lble t.c fi!'es. A.:rtS.l1e1j1" !Should '00 utilhed
toO D~t) the Dt'O~t'.
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