CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THR ARMY
~ Headquerters, lst Battalion, 52d Infantyy 5
11th Infantry Zrigede, 23rd Infentry Division )
APC SF 9637, "

AVDF-BCPC 5 Sep 1971

SUBJECT: Input Dete for OR-LL neriod 1-31 Mugust 1971 (7},

Commanding Officer
11th Infantry Brigade
ATTR: AVDF-RBOC

APC ST 94374

The following is a report of lessong learned for neriod 1-31 fug 1971 from
this hesdquarters. This report is submitied for inelusion in the 11th T™nfentry
Brigade Operationsl Rapori~Lessons Learnsd,

Signif

In conjunction with a refit eyele from 16~30 Auguat, the battslion contirmed the
type of operations econducted during the latter part of July, ia, the opening and
ssouring of forwerd fire basas to supvort ARVY onerstions im the mowntbaing in
western Son Ha and Tra Pong distriets. The month bagan with the Pn OF and A 3/1
(OPCOY to 1/52) securing FPB Gi Leng (BS289483), ¥1/52 seeuring a sunportine 4.2
base (LZ Smokey-RS3102668), and A & € 1/52 in the field. On the lst, A Co enpaged
3 HYA in g live ambush ki1ling one and eapturing 1 ruckssck, Tn 2 fug € Co found
the bedy of 1 NVA soldier who had bsen killed by SAF several days nrevious. The
same day, A Co observed 17 NVA woving along e trail, They engaged with S4F and
srtillery rogulting in 4 NVA ¥IA (3 XBA)., T™n 3 fug the Nationsl Police detained
ong individusl near LZ Stinsons The same day, G1 Lang »nd Smokey were cloged end
the Bn CP returned to FIB Stinson. Three dsys later, the Ath, the Bn jumped for-
vard agein opening FFB Freddy, (4XA: Red Dragon, BO230577) ond moriar base 1.2
Cathy (AXA: Blue Cloud, BS240613). 4 Co secured Cnthy while B %2 C Cn'g ssenred
the 2 US 105%s, 2 ARVE 105's snd 2 ARVY 155's on Treddy. Whils on patrol on the
7th, € Co discovers? s quantity of medieal sunplies snd captured 1 SK&, The next
avening A Co obgerved 23 WVA moving soross s field, They nroesssed merdsr snd
ertillery on the snemy killing 2, 'hile on =n essle flirht on 13 fug, C To engeped
an estimeted 4 1VA resulting In 1 ¥VA ¥IA, 7 NVA POYW and 1 mucksack and g necket
of doeuments CTA, On 15 Aug Freddy and Cathy were closed snd the bettelisn return-
ed to Sbinson, On 20 fug, the battalion derloyed 13 companies forward to secure
TFE Duke (BS240856) which was to nrovide fire suprnrt for ennther ARTY fire base
further west from 20-28 Auguet, On 22 Aug, TRen detained 2 melas near L7 Stinson,
n 26 Aug vhile on patrel asround Stinson, D Co detained 6 nerson and found 1 105
round booby-trap which was destroyed in nlece, Totsl enamy loascs during August
were 9 YC/UVA (3 vy arty, 2 by morters), 1 P07, 1 IYC and Q detainees,
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2. Baction 2. . Lassong Lesrned

A, Punji Stake Inturies
During recant operstions in the nomteinous area of western Cusng Ygai
Province, this unit suffered numerous easualties e to punii stakes, The mnils
were typleally scatisred over lersre aress suitable for lending zones (usually
grassy ridgslines) snd planted on the surfece facing in various Airsctions so thet
anyons trying to move repidly through the area would eventuslly strilke one, Al
though the injuries were in mogt cases minimsl, they neverthsless requirad evee~
uation, treatment and time loek. Most of the Infuries were incurred =g troons dom
barked from helicopters and moved to nrovide L7 seenrity, The following mathods
should be used to rrecluds this tyre injury in aveas that ers found to heve tunii
threats.
(1) If poseible, place en airstrike on the landing gone prior to use utilige
ing "deigye-cutter® bombs,
(2) Fire & heevy artillery preparation direstly on the lending gons in adde
ition to the normgl preparvstion of surrounding treelines or other sress of
concealment, ' ’
{3) ¥hen the troops debark the helieonters, heve them fraese in wosition,
unless they sre under fire, until the helieonter {s) heve devarted, Then
they can move glowly to gecurity posgitions removing or displacing the mumiis
as they go.

B, Lending Zone Firea
The 2,75 inch rockets carrisd by ammed helicopters have Aemonstrated an unw
usual nropensity for igniting bmshfires, Thisz effect is especiglly noticesble in
elaphent gress which nsuslly is not affected Yy other types of ordinsnce, A brudh.
fire in the landing sons mey senorsie elements, »reclude further lendings €or a
time or foree ground units to move in undesirable directions to evoid ths fire,

Windy deys and dry grass {4ypical in the dry sasson) congidersbly incresse the dan-

ger of fires. then the sitwation sllows, serinl rocket artillery should not be em-
ployed directly on the landing site bul ghould be eonfined to surrounding areas
of eéneasiment which are lens suscentlble to fires, Aviilleryr should he utiliged
to prap the L7 nrover,
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