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be reported to.ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days 
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2. Information contained in--this report is provided to insure appropr~ate 
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and 
may be adapted for use in developing trainin~. material. 
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AVDF-Al:i5C 

DEF'ARTMEtJT OF THE ARMY 
HEA\XlUARTEl1S, 16Tli C0i½Bf1'I' AVJA.TION GROUP 

APO San Francisco 96374 

SUBJECTS Op~rational Report of i6th Combat Aviation Group for the Period 
F..nding 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) 

SEE DlSTRIBUTIONs 

, • (C) SECTION I, OPERATIOf1S s SIGNIFICANT AC'rIVITIES 

a. (C) Cc:nmand 

(1) Mieeion: The 16th CAG prov:ides, eupervisee an-A sustains A:rrrry 
Aviation Support ~f th~ Americal Division • 

• (2) Riuponaibihtieo: 

(a) Command the major aviation elements of the Di'fiBi"ln. 

(b) Exercise special staff surerv1~ion over all Anny Aviation 
activities~ 

(cs) Supervise s.1:rcraft maintenance and supply. 

(d) Supervise fly.ing safety prl'lrram. 

(e) ?articipate in planning and execution of combat operations. 

(f) Provide Army Aviation Element to the DTOC. 

(3) Key Personnel 1 

(a) 16\h C•mbat Aviaiion Group Headquarter~: 

CO: COL HANZ K. DRUENER, 065310 thru 29 Jun 69. 

COL DEIBERT L. TOvli'JSENtl, 0510-16-8980 30 Jun 69 to 
present. 

FoR or ur 
(i,'JJ~;\~ 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
DE(llSSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 

1 DOD DIil S200.10 Inc losure 
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AVDF-ARSC 
::.;l'BJEC'l': 

L U/V t· I /..)L:., I\/ I 

I / /-/ j__ 

OperRtionn.l Hl"'port. of 16t.h rnrnh,1t Av·\at·ic•n Cni•.•p fr,r ;,hl'I Period 
Endinr 31 July 1%9, liC[; ('.;;J-'()!l.../,'i (fl]) (Cont. 1d) 

ITC t!OhW,N i. ,i,'..COiS, O'.i1l-1---~'{J-J<J6J ,(; 1-,1, t:.•:1 tu pro~ 
nent. 

52: CFT .1on,r c. }-1}, ..... D, 0'.,<)1d6J5 t.\1r1l lf~ Ml-\::; 69, 

CPT ,YO HH NOWOSADKO Jr. , 004 2···J 4-7 86H 1 9 May to pre­
sent. • 

SJ: LTC CF AR.LES J;. Ki :.lf'P, O? ff\ Xl thnt 1 '.-i ,J\m 69. 

lTC !JOH.MAN P, JA.COBS~ 0>14-:XJ-JC)/;,) 16 Jun thru 

69. 

1 TC RAYMOND V. BHOWN, OM6~·/¼2-{)2l,6 1'7 Jul 69 to pre­
f>ent... 

S4: MAJ GEORGE P. JOHM1:1mcFr, 0?4 73J~ thru 7 May 69. 

MAJ CHARLE,$ w. H\1CKi1, 0512-21~-3634 1 J,m. 69 t11 prt1"" 

sent. 

Safety Officer, MJ\,T WIU TAM fRICEr 05310f'07 thru 17 May 
69. 

MAJ DONALD P. DE'l'IVF...AIJX, 04JS-·5li....0930 18 
May 69 to pr~sent. 

As~t Div !i.Yn Off: LTC DALF. W, fH1R.ST, 096989 thru 3 May 69. 

(b) Unit CommanderG: 

L 'l'C LE.LAND J. J .. HiY.AN j 0525--4.4-C027 4 May 
69 to present. 

14th CAB: I.TC ROLERT E, -WIISCN 1 071)0? thru .30 ,Jun 69., 

lTC ,TE,R.H.Y I. TEAGUE, 04:28-18~·7451 JO Jun 69 to 
present. 

1 Z}rd Avn Bni L'I'C RAYMOND V. I?ROWN,; Oh46·42--02L.6 thru 17 

Jul 69. 
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c:~ t) 1\/ r 1 !J £. 1v -; 1 ;-1 /_ __ 
AVDF-AlJ.'.:.C SUB..JECT: 0peNtion11 n,,port ,.,f 16th c~mbat Aviation f.r'(')un for the Perforl 

Endinp: 31 ,July 1 %9., nc:; C,HJH·-65 (n.l) (Cent 
1
d) 

335th Trar.n Cri: W,J Whl.'~'ER E, BASS, 04Z7-66-24J+ 9 

(a) Orrani~ation Chart and Station Liet at Incl 1. 

(b) On 15 Hay 69
1 

F TrMP 8th Cav;ilry wat1 attach<-,d to 
the 1:?..1rd Aviation BattaUon by .\rner:i.cal M.visit',n (~.O. JJ90, 1'C-D15, dated 

1; May 69. 

b: Personnel, Admin:iatr·1tion, Mt'.'rale, nnd Discip1inet 

( i) Status of author:i zed ,1nd assi1rned otrenrth as of the la.at day 

of the report. • 

OFF 

WO 

EM 

OFF 

WO 

,1lli_1T 

HHC, 
14th 
123rd 
335th 

(a) Consolirl~t~d Strcnfth 

At1THOHJZE.D 1,.ssJr-~1r]2 ~ 

199 182 -17 

312 346 ~4 

2Z72 2450 +178 

(b) Cenr.olidated atrength by r(ltOO and noni-rnted effice1•e. 

R11TED 
,'dfFllf TllAL 

181 / 150 

307 / 334 

(2) Subordinate Unit Strength 

f,FF 1:JO 

Al 11.I!ZQli }ll1'1°70H 

16th CAG 2L)/32 , / g 

C1\.B 7, /61 l ~I'/ 11;;: 

Avn Bn 95/83 151/152 

TC ?/ 6 4/ 3 

3 

NCt'J-F,,TED 
AllTH]i:cTUAL 

18 / 3:.?. 

EN 
i\trri-701-l 
-····J-

t:) \. 95 
f\' '/d94 

11, .,/1220 
z:,6/241 

C{)N J:'/ 1)£ N'T IH L 

TOTAL 
P.Irr~]QH 

95/136 
1049/1137 
1392/1455 

247/250 

j 



A l~~)F'-A1'SC 
Sl!~&Ji';CT~ 0pcn~:io:-i:i.1 11•cport. of '·1 ,-. " ·,.:,.,. ,\vi:,t'\on '~r·out for Uw reriod 

Enoinr 31 July 196,, HC'. ;~·,i·c.:,-">'> (ill) (Cont'd) 

(3) · Civiiian Stpcn,-..tr, 

i>i' C -r..r ') rel N.·:1 COF'Tc/;, C'fOR 

AUrt•i.70!~ tU,1
/~~ 7: 11·0Voii' --Arr1,Zm1 .----~_... __ . 

16i:.h CrtG '} I 2 102 I n 0 I 0 E\4 I ~ 

c. Int.ellirei1cn 11,nC: Countt,r Inv} 11 ,••:nee 

( 1) Thc:-c M~re no iterr.5 of sir:1 cfic1.11t i.ntellircncc• or counter in­
te~lip.ence during thie qu~rter. 

(2) Durinr; this qu::1.rtF:!r the , 6th Combi:;.t ,~vh.tion Gl·oup had ~-;:/ air­
cr:1ft .1it. oy cnc:ny rrounJ fire. 'l'h:is figui·c r.-presentn a. d~crease of 16%'. 
:rom ·;,he ;:,rcct•ding quarter. An analyois of the.Be hit.a by altitude ar.d mies--
i•n is ;ivun belo..,. 

;..LTITUDE ~J.~SSJOJ-i 

0 - ,on 105 ~l. C 34 
,oo - 5co J..9 Ci-. 20 

500 - 106'0 3; VR. 48 
1000 .. 1500 25 CbT GGO 54 
1500 - HIGHER 15 ;.:.:Vi~D ESC 28 

c1osz· J.rn SFT 21 
1,-:-,D EVAC 9 
HISC 7 . • 

M~rp::; FI?-E SFGT ,.T ~nT ~D 

Si,/hW , .. o~, 195 
, , 

.50 Cnl 4;: 25 7 
!·1urt.'1.r ,; 1 0 

k,.~·b, .. rst p; I 2 1·, 

TC7hiZ 451. ?2? 20 

(4) 'The wcnt,her had no m.1.ior ~ffect on operations durinr tris 

OU.'lrtcr. 

d. Plans, Operations, ,,nd Tr-iininr 

( 1) Ph.ns: 

(a) The 16th CAG continues to prov·..:. ,,rmy Avi~tion eupport 
to the :uJl<:)ric:il Di vis ion. 

4 

C 0/V F; OE /\j TI// L 



. ' ~ .. 

l 
I 
' I 

L --

C01VFI /)IEN'T/17L 
AVDF-AE,SC 

Reproduced From 
Best Available Copy 

SUbJECT: Opcrationnl Report of 16th Comb::i.t. Avfation ~roup for the Period 
Ending Jf July 1%9, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (Cont'd) 

(b) The dofcnl:iivc posture of Chu Lai Dt,fense Comm ... ind Subsector 
II 'has beon materially improved, Improve'Yl<::-nts indudc coru::truction o! a 
ne• guard tower, bunkere, fifhtin~ pc,e;itiona, and dofcr.sive wire. Subsector 
II boundaries ha•te lx~en ndjustcd to provide and equal distribut.fon o! the 
defense commitWlnt. 

(c) OPlAN lone: Branch was developed tc., provide A.ircr~ft for 
rapid, l,u-ie scale combat assaults. 

(d) The Aircraft Flipht Hour Allocation Prorr;:im continues to 
provide excellent nircraft utilizatfon, mi.sslr.,n accompliBlnr.ent, nr-,d aVtdl­

• .. · abUitJ ot UH-1 and CH-47 assets. 

•, (e) lm;,lementa.tion of the .\rmy A,'i~tion Resources Ma.1-vt_retnent 
System has been· initiated. This pror-rcm "lill provide corrananders with timely 
information concerning productivity, m-,irttenance st.;tuo and relfability ,:,! 
aviation assets. It will all'!_o pro•ridc infonn."..ticn Ci'l t.he cf.fic:ienc:,- of 
supporting and supported units. This profrN:, io tle.nned to be implemented 
throuthout UStJW during the 2nd Qtr, FY 70, , 

_ (r) Typhoon and A:i.rcro..ft D:i.spersd Plans haYe bee1: diss~minated. 

(2) Operations: 

(a) The Operational St;,_tistica for this quarter• are provided 
at Inclosure 2. 

(b) Opcratio~l highlights for this qu.nrter a.re gi·1on belou 
as coJllbat. assaults which requ:i.I"'!d the a.ssets of t'Wo '.)r more Assault Heli­
copter Companies. 

pkTE ~!NIT MOVED ~Q.UM .f~th C,\_~J±!_~ 
ORD.ER NO,. 

2 May 69 1-6, 2-6 ARVN D,D~ t/52 989 --69-26 
9 May 69 1-4 ARVN 380 6'"·28 
13 Hay69 B,C 3/21 180 69-30 
19 Mq 69 B,C,D 4/3 313 . 69-31 
21 Mq 69 D 5/46, 4-6 ARVN 456 6'?-32 

- 'ZI May 69 · SF A-107 1'"''-t ~-~ 69-33 
·29 May 69 3-6, 4-6 .ARVN 6'i3 69-31~ 
S Jun 69 3.-6, 4-6 ARVN B 1/52 '719 69·-35 
8 Jun 69 s,n 1/6 .- ,...,,. 69-36 ,'-;} 

12 Jun 69 SF A-109 . 69-'37 . ' 
~ .. 20 Jun 69 Mike Force 326 69-.38 

ZJ Jun 69 B 'J/1 74 69-40 
·25 Jun 69 1-6, 4-6 ARVN 897 69-41 
6 Jul 69 5~46 . 'Zr-i · 116,.,,/6 
8 Jul 69 1 6 '"j('l 176--7/8 
19 Jul 69 1/6 Z34. 176-7/19 
25 Jul 69 1/6 .300 176-7/25 

s 
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CONF ID£1✓ 7'117L 
AVDF-ABSC 
SUl:JECT1 Operational Report of 16th Combat Avhtion Group for the Period 

Ending 31 July 1969, ncs CSFOR-65 (RI) (Cont'd) 

(c) Ar,ic ric;,.~ Opcntfons Supportcds 

OPER;.TJON st:rrcR~'ED nnT ~ 

Russell Eeach 198th Inf Bde 13 Jan 69 - 22 Jul 69 
Nantucket Peach 198th Inf Bde 23 Jul 69 - Continuing 
Fredrick J-!ill 196th Inf Fde 18 Mar 69 - Continuing 
Geneva Park 198th Inf Bde 18 Me.r 69 - Continuing 
Iron Mountc1.in 11th Inf F<le 18 Mar 69 - Continuing 
Lamar Plain 101st Ar;-. Div 15 May 69 - Continuing 

(d) Aircrcift S.tatus at End of Reportin~ Period at Inclosure J. 

(e) Results of hostile rockect, mort~r or fll'OUnd attRtks: Dur­
inr this q\lrirter the 16th C/',G exycrienced twenty-five mortar and rocket 
attacks. These qtt'lcks :·esulted in one WIA, u,ree n.irer':l.ft destroyed ii.nd 
one hnnger destroyed, 

(f) The 1st Ede, 101st Airborne Divisio,1 wa3 placed in OPCON 
of the Americc,.l Division on 15 M.:iy 1969. Four aviation companies of th•e 
101st Airborne Dhisi.on were in direct support of the. 1st Pde. 16th CAO 
provided these aviation companies with the loristical support to include 
aircraft r1rking, airfield f,:cilities, billet areas ,,nd 018SS. 

(g) The :i.tt'.'.chmf::nt of F' Troop, 8th Cav:1lry to the 123rd 
Aviation Batt'llion has rrc?.tly incr, 'l.Scd the reconnaissance c;:i.pability of 
16th CJ.G. F/8 Cav coupled with the 11.ero Scout Company provide daily visual 
reconnnissance for the three infantry brigades. D Troop, 1-1 C:walry pro­
vides additional visual reconnaissance in the Americ~l oz, predominantly in 
support of 1-1 Cavalry. 

(~) Training. 

(:1.) The J..merical Division Combat Center continues to provide 
ini tiul in-country and 1:1.-=tnda tory tr'l.ininr for the lll..'ljori ty of the 16th CAO 
personnel. 

(b) For most MOS re Quire mt nto .• OJT rern,_"lins the primary means 
. for qualifying personnel fer their dut i.)•..i. r;vrericncc has shown tbat per­
sonnel arriviny direct from school trai n1 r'l'.J Teouire three months of inten­
sive OJT prior to beccminp productive indi~1du~ls, This problem is partic­
ular1¥ acute in ,whtion m;i,inten,nce MOS. 

(c) The Army Avfotion Rcfreslwr 'J'nining School (MRTS) 11.t Vunp 
Ta'Ll is bcinf utilized te, the rnaximur.1 hy lhe 16th CAG to provide additional 
traininy of aviation personnel. Thirty-n1nr 16th CAG personnel attended 
various courses offore:d durinp trie p'.\st oua:rter. 

6 co Al~ 1 a £>'v r 1 .!'-J L 
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16.VDF-AESC 
SUBJECT: Operational Leport of 16th Comb~.t 11\'btfon ::ro1;p for the Per:i.od 

Ending 31 ,Tuly 1969, HCS CSfOR--6, (RI) {Cont 1d) 

. {d) Flirht Sli<'.nd,'.lrdiz~t:i.cn: 

1 16th ;_;,.,_; did not hwo ;:>. St:::rvfardiz:;,_1,:ion Off:\.ccr nss:igned 
tor the m,'ljority of the rer·ort:i ?~G period. The rucenUy ,'.'.eait1nc<l. Str.ndardiz .. 
ation Officer h11s instituted ;.;.n <'.lh'.trcs'Ji•,,~ rt:-:!1,hrd:i.'L:ation. p·cr,re.rn to improve 
the •kill, knowledge I 1tnd t,rain:lnc. (1 f the a Yi a tors 1<1HhiJ'l 'l.li'2 t~i vision I 

l A new Sh:)d:irdi7,.~_t,ion Eoard has been o:;t~t-.:U .. sh{!d to in­
sure compliance with otand::ird fliGl1'. procedure!!.' thrc,u[h,:u'n e,j_via:.,)n. Flight 
inspection of ccmp!tnfol! nre being ,"'Vl·J"tcd by t.h(~ St;:-~ndi",rdi;1:,ation Officer • 

.. "' l hdditional Stand:i.:rd::.zat:ion fo:3b•u~tor P.:J.vtf'. nnd fo­
atructcr Pilots nre 00:tng tr~j.~1ed t,, 1'1~"uvit1e th£: ·1v-ii;; .. t:1J;n 1.1n::t.s -w:i.tb auftic­
ient. instructor's to tl...'l.in..,a.in their i:..r<:ii;1:lnr profr::iJ:1. 

~c) The Co!:lf!'l .. "nder'e J\•ria·i.':ion Bn;.':'finr :~·:a ri'v,n1 to tlrn !'ol'.lo'H• 
ing J?rigadc/BnttPlion Cm:mi.:irnkrs: 

COL JERE o. v.'TTTrnr.TOti 
LTC CL\RENCE C:Jffr.ELL 
lTC JULIAN S. WJ'NER 
lTC ROBERT N. n;,::_,f•iDEZ 
LTC KENNE'l'H : • S'-ii,Elt 
lTC ROtERT K. commn 
LTC RObERT E. HIG!Tr 
LTC ROBffiT C. tl,'\t.')rJ 

UNIT 

i~?th :i.ni' 
.'?./ ·: I ·1.< 
5/l'-6 Jn.r 
' , .. , ·1-. /­'-+I_, ... ),,. 
c·;J:r.: 

Fd·:s 

Pi·t: ~\~1C:.:"'5.r:::1 
31182 i~.1·j.,y 

Cf-'l' C'I;l 

(t) 16th C/\G ~onducto ,'!l. mo!.lt-h1y or::ant,.:'.:.:.i.on for -:tviut~r! rieni:tr 
aesignod to ti1e Americ,:;.l Divkfon. 

•• · logistics anct Maintensncc: 

(1) Clase l. Ne Cor.:i,..cat, 

(2) · Class II & IV~ Flieht. clcth:;r.P. '1nd cq1.1iJ'1',c~;;. i:c,r;.t:bue!! in 
■hort suppfy. 

(a) Elccessive dc:J..:iya hnv,; l:,cvr, e·,p,.~~ic,,(<, ln obt.:drd.ng air­
craft lacquer paint for c,onspicu1t.y nnrldr.~,j. 

(b) J!}npha::;is fo br;iinf'. pl::K<'d en T('<p,j~.-,i,Jon rrc:ced\.m3:3 1;.11d 
11>nthq reconcillintions to in:iure thqt •~ru:t,~· t,;;,,:1~ v.:d-:d ·,cqu:tslticna for 
lt'l'OB and TOE e~uipment 4uthcriz,.rl but. not en h:rncl. H. hns l.ie8n .founo in the 
put. that unit.a were not ~w::ire ,:f en?'.ccJ.J.(3d rr.cid.rt:H.fon!-1 .,.hich ac~mmt. !or 

7 
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AVDF-A:!SC 
Sl'l),lEC'J.': Oper:1t.:lcn11} iii'ro"t c,f 1i'it.h Cr,·1r,:1t ,\vh!irn r.r0,rp fnr the Period 

Endinr 31 ,lu]y 19h9, l:Ci3 c:;r\lH-65 (Hl) (Cr,nt.'d) 

excessive del·,y frcm tirlk' cf r"011isiti,n I( rcJtiirt. of !3t1rrliee. 

()) Class J1J: '11,t>r,, 11;-ive b<.·1Jn tempor .ry pt'rfods of ororbpe tor 
various POL products bl:t t· , !'il: s:i t,tn t:i, m, h2.ve been rerood fod r1.nd sufficient 
quanthieo are on r,nrl. 

(4) Cbss V1: '!'l1' t;1:nply 0f FD hookets ie extremely short reoutrinf 
the Americ'l.l Divisic•n •·11rc1 i', t.l, 1":,· cti~t•r roclwts in lieu :.:,f the PD tyi:e. 
Use of V'l' :ind Flt):.ihclt..e il.c.,,." ,,, lini" · Lile· c:1p1.l,i.lit,y cf r,ur aircr~.ft tc pro­
vid~ clos1,;; support tt; r-rc,und t,rc,•p:· 

(5) i:,~,se D.;,;v(.;lr:1 r1,:nt: Nurn,,n,us cc.n!ILI'u•tkn prc.je.ts have been in­
it,irl.ted durinF; thfr ,iu:1rt• '.'. 

h) f::1llr• ··s !> Lhe 132.,d ,.SllC :rnd 178th .,SHC were ccmpleted 
6 Jun 69. 

•,\ :-.,~}: S•.'J ;,, ·,s h1v,· hen r,:;cdv,;;cl by the 16th CA.G and will 
be used tc ;rrv1, 11; ;·,·vJy J ,. ' ,_. ri. di.~pem0 1ry and ti.ih.-ts. 

(c1 CIJ),'.:; :.::, tsectc-r II 1.0C is ccnstructed 11.nd orerational. 

(d) Thii ,, "' :·:· 11dditicn,".l bi}lets, suprly rccms l!lnd eouip­
ment shccc; ccntirn.i,·s. 

(6) }iaintcn:rn"C'. 

(a~ · ircr,L , 

1 Th,: r;~r11",,r oi ·.drcraft rf•h::i.sed frcm rlire,ct surrort 
intenance {J35th-TC) t,,1c!<; tc tr-:3 ur,in.[" urH t -1.s :'tncre1sed s'.u·nHic13.ntly. 

In March tre numr:er reh::,v· :.l •,13.~~ 84, but hy .1,"1e and July tr e numter had 
increased vO 145 and 147 r0q·ccUvdy. 

-~ p; Cu, 7 ?3rd Maint I1n has been e-ranted an A.cti vi ty Code 
Number and is estc1blishe-l 1s a direct custcmer of i,rmy Avi:':l.tkn Material 
Manr1.rement Center (l.Ai-11-ir · fer :1ircraft p,:i,rt.i. This adctitional DSU support 
shcvld increase parts qvai) ~.bil:Jty fer , ?::, \.~ ,,vn F.n -".1!'Craft. 

l Aircraft avail~bi1 ilv ~Jtes (i, 'i fer the Q:i,.tarter by 
month and type of n.ircr:ift. 

TYPE lliI JIJ/v"'. ill!. 

OH-6A r;r: 69 61 
AH-1G 7G 65 59 
UH-1C 61 ')l, l,8 

8 
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A VDF-AB/3C 
Sl'BJECTs 

!!.f_F~ 

UH-1'0 
Ul-[-1H 
CH~7D 
u-1 
U-6/t. 

(ONF!DENT1fJL_ 

Opt1rc1.t.icmn.l Fl~•pc,rt of 16th Ccmb:.1t Av:l ·,U, n Group fClr the Feric•d 
Endinr, :31 July 1969., FCS CSF'OR-65 (!U) (Cent 'rl) 

116.! ~ JUI.Y 

68 54 5! 
71 69 73 
74 71 79 
95 83 42 
70 90 6.3 

!J. 16th c:,c h1s eoc;rdinated with 34th GS Group and USAF to 
provid<.: better delivery of o.ircraft p:i.rts sriii:pen from t},e !h 1 at Tr..,_nsport­
aticn Cc (Depct) at Qhi Nhcn. Commencinr c,n 25 ~Tuly 1969, 16th CAC was 
scheduled tc receive enc pt11lct of 3,irer-s.ft repuir i:;arts daHy abcarrl a. 
si:,ccifiC(\lly dcsirn~ted :,F C-123. ,Uthoueh this procedure had init:hl. prob­
lems, it is new opcratine s3.tisfactr.rily and p:rc,vidinp the dhisicn with 
mcz·e r!lpid resupply of aircreft ro.rts. 

(b) Wheeler: Vddclei'J: 

1 Rcpcdr pn.rts ehcrt~fl' cont:\ nucs tc be .'l. problem. 

l La.ck of l.pcraticml nnkrio.l r•;indlinr equipment is 
hampcrinf aviation r.uinten.inc;_,. Tho 16tJ, C"G is J.ut.hcrizcd fom•teen fcrk 
lifts :i.nd presently has 8 :i.ssip1ed ·Jrl' 4 fc ur operaticnal. 

f. Civil ~ff~irs nnd Civic Acti,n: The 16th C~G surrcrts th~ Tabitha 
0rrharn1re :i.n ,,n T;).n. Durinr tl ,, cu·1 1'1_ r, 16th CAG c1cni•.ted $2,040 US wrdeh 
was usE:d fc r op,:rat5:ng e:iq;ensl;)s '1t the crphanare. There were scver-:tl large 
donr.ticns cf clothes ,1nd fccc: tr., tho crph:1.nap.1. Durinr· ,Tune, tho 123rd 
Aviaticn Batt<1li( 11 ber,'ln ;,. beach party rrc!-'r3.n1 for :.he cr:i:h"'ns which ;~as 
been very sueeess!ul :ind ~.dll be tcntinued. Tbc 16th C,\G Feed ~crviee 
Aclvii:cr has m3.de sevGral trfi:s tr: tre 0rph1.M.fe k instruet tre p~rscnnel 
there en bcw tc better i:rei:are thdr feed. The 16tb CAG has prep<1.red rle.ne 
fer the ~cnstr11cticn c::f a new kitchen ;,_nd ~ new latrjne f.11.cility a.t the 
orrhnnarc. Wcr~ on these rrcjects will 'begin pdor tr: lhe enri of ,\ur1:st. 

g. Insreetor General: The 123rr1 :1vn l'n re cdvec'. trej r f..nmi'l.l C'-eneral 
Insp0etkn en 8 July 1969 and 'Jccdverl 1.n c,vcr~i.11 ratinr cf l!IJ.tisfact.C'ry. 
In addition the 14th C;i.B receivr1d t1°eir .',nnu.,l Cener:i.l Insrecticn on 
July 1969 and receiVl:d an QVerall ratini;r cf sa1isfnctc,ry. ' 

h. Infcrmati0n: No sirnifieant inforrn,1.tion. 

i. i.vhticn Safety: An extensive aircraft accidcmt 1-reve11tion i:,rcgram 
has been initiFJ.t.ed !!t ·"-11 lewls of col1l!l'~-:tnd within 16th CA.G. This prc,~;un 
has stress1::d tho individual rosi:or,sibilitfos cf :wfatcrs, minteoonce .,er-­
sonnel, and eoltlllllmdcr s. ,,ccidcnt prevention surveys were conducted in al.l 
o.viation llllita, beliPCrts 1 and ·d rf'ie:rls USl:d by 16th CrlG. Nwnerous 
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ilVDF-ABSC 
SUBJECT: Opcr;i.tj_c nal Report of 16th Corr.b'.:!.t iWbti,.n Group fer the Period 

Ending 31 July 19tS', :lCS CSFCR-65 (R.I) (Cunt.' cl) 

discrerancies were clisccvcrcr. '.'.n,1 Ct'rr:::~tecl. As a result r,f this prct;ram, 
the accident rate drci:roc 69% in ,June 01nr) :1.n adcli ticnr,J. 24% in July. Dur­
int; the last 2 mcnt,hs, 16th C.J\f h::-;r. br•cm subst~nti:,lly belC'W the USARV · 
accident rate. The nuinbcr cf -, cc jcl c:r its :rnd ce,r~ruted accid1'nt rate per · 
1001000 h0urs of flyinr ti!l'.e by me.nth is ;:i.s follr:ws: 

M9llI!i 
May 

.June 
July 

8 
4 
2 

I 

R,'.TE 

l{l .6 
15.0 
11 .; 

2. (C) SECTION u, LESS01:s LE-.\hNED: COMi;;1i'mERS OBSFPV,\TIGNS, EV.UtT,;T!oNS 
AND IiECO!-~'ill'm"TlOHS. 

· a. Personnel. 

(1) PCS Orders. 

(11) Observatic·n: Enlisted r,crsonnol often de net receive their 
orders for PCS nnd Sepo.r:iticn 1Jntil th•.: finn.1 dn.y8 of thoir tr~ur and some 
have de:r:.1rted withcut reccivinr a.ss:ip:;:1cnt crders. 

~ 
(b) Evnluaticm The Gbcve r,bservatii:n "1;J.S m1de in the lo.st 

ORll-. This situatic-n has a seri.ous •Hf~ct on mcro.le. Persc.nnel are unable 
tc. r.1ake }.'lans fer mcvemcnt 0f t"<J!Kridents tr, their nt';W duty stations. Also 
in the case of rco I s it f:i ves the irn; rossicn that. his career anc welfare 
are net being prq:,crly 111c1.nar,~,: or ccnsich.!rod. 

(c) Rccr-r:1.-n .. mdatic.n: Orders bo rubl.isbed n.t lc9.st 30 days l:-e­
:, .. .,, DEnOS. 

b. Opt: :lticns. 

(1) Phcer.,ent c·f 1.lin.es :l1c.nf IZ :r:erir.iritcr, 

(a) Obscrvat.icn: ,\ircr:ift h.wc rcccdver1 d::i.m':tre c~used by \m­
. intentional detcncttion of minc~s inst..1.JJ.ei:l by friencly fcrces. 

(b) Evaluo.tion: This omrter t,bree "!frcraft h1;.ve receiverl 
d;,..mage from unintenticnal dckn:i.tfon of mines rlaced :1Jcnf. lZ rerimetera by 
friendly f(.rces. 

(c) Recr.r.urcncatic.:-.: Uren inithl radic ccnt:-.ct w1t}'I :'3ircr'!ft, 
grc.und ccmr..,:ncers shculd infcrl:l the wio.tcr if mines ,:,.re ern~loyed in the 
vicinity of the lr.ndinf arec1.. Mines should net b(' J. l?.cod w}'lere they will be 
a hazard to aircraft l11T1cinp c,r t-i.kinr of£ 1 ~md they· shculd i,ct be ec aenai• 
tive as to be detcnaled by helicc.;i;t.ur rir "h1 dr::ift. 
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AVIJF-Ai\SC 
s1;11JEC:'J.': 0 11 ,,ral.l<,nal Rl'IHi1·1. of 16th Combat Aviation Croup lor the Per.iod 

l•'.1l(Ji11g 'll .July J96CJ, He:; c:'.,fOR-(i5 (Hl) (Cont 1 d) 

c, Trai.ning: No Conmwnt. 

d. Int. 0 1li.g<'n<'ti: No Cnl'l!1wnt:. 

e. l..ogist:ics: 

(1) Rigging equi.pme:,t for sli.ng loads. 

(a) Obcervation: Lack of rigging equipment availablP. to MACV 
elements. 

(b) Evaluation: Extensi.ve CH-l+? flying time has been wasi:ed 
by MACV elements due to lack of sufficient and serv1.cea'.Jle sling equipment. 
Often there has been only enough sling equipm::nL t:o rig one or two loads 
forc1ng th~ CH-47 1 s to wait while loads are rigged and then again WNiting 
for the load to be disassembled to backhaul the sling equipment for the next 
sortie. 

(c) Recommendation: l~ecessary steps be taken to assist MACV 
elements in obtaining adequate and serviceable sling equipment. 

(2) Containers used for transporting water sorties. 

(a) Observation: 500 gallon collapsible containers provide 
numerous advantages ovP.r the M-149 water trailer for transporting of water 
by CH-47 aircraft, 

(b) Evaluation: Transportation of water using the collapsible 
containers in place of water crai lcr,, will si.gnificantly lncrease Cl!-47 pro­
UuL~lvity for this particular mission. Load per sortie is increased more 
than 100%. The CH-47 can transport two '1blivets" or 1,000 gallonb per sortie 
but only one water trailer at 400 galloris per sortie, Additional advantages 
of the blfvets over the water trailers a~e simplified sling load rigging, 
greater load stability when airborne, greater operational safety for hook-
up personnel and greater operationul safety for tl,e aircraft. 

(c) Recommendation: Sufficient SOO gallon collapsible con­
tainers should be obtained to replace the M-149 w~ter trailers as the 
primary container for transporting water by CH-47 aircraft. 

3. (U) SECTION III, HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE ARt-iY SURVEY. None 
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SUBJECT: Operaticna.l Report or 16th Ccmhat Av:taticn Group rot- the. Perlocs'-~-· 

Ending J1 Jcly 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 {RI) (Cont'd} 

3 Incl 
1. 16th CAG Org<i.nj ... ,:ition 
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2. 16th CAG Oreratic.nal 

Statistics 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVLJF-GCD0 (15 Aug 69) l:,t Ind 
SUBJEC'l'J Operuti.onal l{oport Lessons Learned (16th Combat Aviation Group) (U) 

DA, Headquarters, Americal Divisionp APO 96374 7 srr 69 

TO: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST, 
APO 96375 

1. (U) forwarded herewith is the subject report of the 16th Combat Aviation 
Group for the period l May - 31 July 1969. 

2. (U) This Headquarters concur;; with the observations and recommendations 
contai.ned in the basic communication. 

J. (C) The followinc; comment is submitted concerning PCS orders, reference 
paragraph 2a, page 10 of this basic report. 

a. This headquarters receives reassi6nment instructions on personnel 
from Depnrtment of the Army through Headquarters, US.ARV. Upon receipt of 
these instructions, PCS orders are published with the least practicable 
delay. 

b. During the period re1,orted on in the 16th Aviation Group I s OHLL, 
this headquarters experienced an inordinate delay in the receipt of assign­
ment instructions from USAHV. This ::;ituation has not :unproved significantly, 
and the late receipt of as::ii t:;1wmnt inctruc Lions continues to lie a parti­
cular problem for personnel pos;;.;essfog aviation MOS. 

c. Headquarters, USM:V ha:. not authori:ied this headquarters to publish 
PCS orders on personnel without rea:.:,ionnont instructions until the indi­
vidual is within 5 days of DL-:1\os. Only then, is the division authorized 
to publish orders reassign ir1r ,_,he individual to the H.eturn13e-H.eassignment 
St.<i.tion at Fort Lewis, Wa:,hir,L t.on for f'urth,3r assignment as directed by the 
Depar t.ment of the Army Assignment Tei,m. 

d. Separation orders are published approximately 30 days prior to the 
individual's DER0S. 

FOH THE COMMANDEH: 

~ 
E. H. Gi\'.EEN 
CPI', AGC 
Asst AG 

/3 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

.',.V:lGC> :)51' (1 :i Allf'. (i'I) 2d I11d 
Slll\Jt::CT: Operational l\t·port of lbth C(1111l,at Avi;.t:1011 Group for the Period 

Endirw Jl July llJ!JlJ, i{Ci; c:.;FUlZ-t,'.i (id) (U) 

H&\.D'<\iARTt:RS, UNI".1.'E!J STAT..,;s AR1T{, VIiTNAM, ,\PO San Francisco ll(i37J 8 OCT 1969 

TO: Corrun,:111der i11 Chief, lfnitcd States Anny, Pacific, ATTN: GPCP-DT, 
APO "6 55/; 

l. (U) This he .. ,dquarters has revicw<!cl Uw Opf'rationul i:{eport-Lessons 
Learned fur tlw quarterly period e11ding Jl July 196CJ frotn Headquarters, 16th 
Combat Aviation c;roup. 

2, (C) Conanents fol1011: 

a. (C) !{Pferc>nre it,-r.1 concerninr. 11 L0r;j sti.c:;: Class II and TV'', section 
I, pa1.e 7, para;·,n,~•h lC'(2), Sutfh.:i,·nr: qu.intit:!,'s uf fli 1J1t clnthin:•. ,mtl equip­
ment ar,· availablt· thr~,111,lt l~t L<•:_i:,t.irn1 Cc'l 111<,nd supply ch,mnPL;. If l.'I short­
age is criticalj a requisition should be initiated and hand carried through 
tltc immediate supply and service unit to depot. US,1.If;CV stated thnt all three 
colors of aircraft lacq1wr paint arc 8-vailable throu:·:i• norr.1al r•:q11isiti.on 
channels. 

b. (C) Reference item conCE•rninr, "Lu~istics: Class V11 , ser.:tion I, pnge 
n, paragraph 10(1,), Roc,,ct allocations are con,puted on the• n1..r.1bcr of wt'apons 
ships assirned. If a critical shortage exists, this headquarters can re­
allocate rockets fror., other usscts, Infon.,al coordinati0n with the unit. dis­
closed i.::hat the problem was resolved by the renlloccition of rocket assets 
within the i,,merical Division. 

c, (U) Reference iten, concerning :ires Orders", section II, µa.sc 10, 
paracra1J11 2a(l) and 1st InJorser;wnt, pan,;~raph 3; concur. res crdPrs ure pub­
lished by the najor suhorc\ir,ate n1mmands upon the receipt of assi~nrnent 

~hructions furnished by this hcudquartPrs. ~he late receipt of assigrw1ent 
instructions from D.\. is caused prir:\arily by lat£' reporting on the part of the 
major suborc', ,1ate cornmo.nds or in cases w}1cre the enlisted r,;an is being con­
sidered for special dut:,• or scl10oline. DA is aware of r:his problem. USARV 
maintains cont:inuous t:clvplwnP .:ind t(:lctyp•!wriLer ctm,rnuniciticns with the 
various action branches of D,\ in an lffort tc further l!X)H:di.te the receipt 
and dispatch of assigrn,,ent instructLl1 n'.;, The ma,~or suhordin«tc corrmarn.ls must 
publish ancl dispatch PCS orders as scon aft<:r the rccei.pt: of assJ.gnrrie11t 
instr'..lctions as is administratively possible to preclude personnel frcm de­
parting the conunand without orde::-s. 

d. (U) Reference itcr11 c0ncerning 11Plac0mcnt of mines alonr. LZ per1-
meter11, sccti.on II, page 10, parar'.raph 2L>(l); concur. The sit.u,,tl◊ns which 
generate the recommendation involve Cl! 1~7 hcBcopte:rs atteTT,ptinf'. to land at 
areas secured by other than US friendly forces. The mines detonatcJ were 
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CONfiDENTIAL 

AVHGC-DST (15 Aug 69) 2d Ind 

Reproduced From 
Best Available Copy 

SUF.JECT: Operational Report of 161: Gorr.bat Avfat.ion Group for the Per:..od 
Ending 31 July 1969, HCS :SF0H-65 ( Hl) (U) 

generally grenades installed with 1.rip wires which were actuated by the rotor 
wash of the CH 47 airc:rafL. The d,,ni::er of employing trip-wi::-c.,>d grenades and 
mines in the vicinity of helicoptc_· la.r.ding areas should be pointed out to 
all allied forces. This item will be forwarded to HA.CV for in.fornation and 
action az appropriate. 

e. (C) .Reference item concerning 11 ;1.igcing equipment for sling loads 11 , 

section II, paee 11, paragraph 2e{J.); concur. l.tlVN Forces have their oMl 
depot and !':Upply channels throur;h the lnt-,crnational Loeistics Office ln Japan. 
This item will be forwarded to MA.CV for i1iform,1.tion and action as deemed 
appropriate. 

f. (U) Reference item concerning 11Contain'3rs usc.-d for transporting 
water sorties", section II, page ll, para6raph 2e(2); nonconcur. The 500 
gallon collapsible drums were spccifical)y designed .for the transport of 
petroleum fuels. These drums are constructed of a special fuel-resistant, 
synthetic :rubber and cost $541.CO each. A definite safety hazard exists when 
using the:;e items to transport pota.bie waLer because the possibility ex:i.sts 
that the drum may have been usoo. fo~ FGL service and could very well contain 
deposits of toxic tetra-ethyl-lead. It 19 r~onnnendcd that the development 
of a suitable container for helicopter tranzport of water be considered by DA. 
The cost of such an item should prove to be significantly less than the cost 
or the 500 gallon POL drums now being used. 

FOR THE CCMMANDER: 

Cy furn: 
16th CAG 
America!. Division 
MACV 

/5' 
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GPOP·DT (Undtd) 3d Ind 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 16th Combat Avl.ation Group for Period 

Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) 

HQ, US Army, Pacif.ic • APO San Francisco 96558 1 7 OCT S 9 

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Army, Washington~ D. c. 20310 

Thi• headquarters concur• in subject report as indoraed. 

roa THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 

;fll}['Af'/ 
en, AGC 
/\s~:t 1'-\G 

/{p 
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C ()IV1FI D~ /\JT 1fiL 
0P.G,uJIZ'I'IONAL CHI.F:T 

16th CUi'llLT ,VfoTIOH GTIOUP 

HHC 14th ChB 

~ 

. HHC, 16th CJ~G 

, IiHC, 123rd Am Bn 

CO A, 123rd J...vn Bn 

CO B, 123rd Avn Bn 

l32ncl, ASHC 

170th A.SHC 

CO E, 723rd 1-foint Bn 

F Troop, Bth CAV 

HHC, 14th CAD 

534th, acd i):)t 

14th, Security Flt 

7l3t_, ARC 

174th, AHC 

756th, Mod Dot 

176th, AHC 

):15th, Trans Co 

16th C.\G. 

STA'i'IOH LIGT 

ST;•,TIUil 

Chu Lai 

Chu Lo.i 

Chu 1,'.l.i 

Chu Lui 

Chu Lai 

Chu Lai 

Chu ki 

Chu Lo.i 

Chu Lai 

Chu Ln.i 

Due Pho 

Due Pho 

Clm L,u. 

Chu L:tl 

123rd 1~ VN BN 

.... 

355th TRAi1S CO 

APO 

96374 

96374 

96374 

96374 

9t3.71+ 

96374 

96374 

96374 

96374 

96374 

96374 

96371+ 

96217 

96217 

96374 

96374 

Incl 1 Org::uu.zution Che.rt and St,,tion list, OHLL of 16th CAO for period 

endin.; 31 July 1969, ncs iLCFOR-65 <t;) (c) C 0/V';::-J D£/VTIRL 
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:-i:K: 16th CAG 

lht.~ CJ3 
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335 th Trc:ns Co 

TOT~..L 

HOi.JP.S s,,;P.TI.~ 

97 87 

?11,082 1·< .-,i.9 
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17,5Gl 50.0016 
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42,cs2 155,hS9 
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1.6th GAG AIRCRAFT STATUS AS OF 31 JULY 69 

SUB oo-6 UH-1I3/C UH-lD/q X-'-111 CH-l!T-; U-6A u 1 /, 

UNIT AU'lli/ o:: .AU'?i/CY.-i liL ~.' ~/'A! AUHVL Alf.r:/t,H .bF:.; _-."! rl 
~ 

' t "' 1: 

HHC 16th CAG 3/0 0/1* 

14th C1J3 3/0 24/24 69/67 '0/1* 

123rd .hvn Bn 17/17 4/4 33/31 15/15 32/32 0/1* 

1::£1 
.::: :a 

~ i:: 
<:) 

'O 

~ 0 
,rl 
s.. 
C: 

' \, 

~ 
~ 

~ 
~ 
"-.) 

335th Tr-ans Co 2/2 

TOTALS 23/17 28/28 104/lOO 15/IS 32/32.. 0/2* '.)/1* 
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AGAM- P (M) (20 Nov 68) 

SUBJECT: 
Combat 

----

CONFIDENTIAL 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

Ol'P'ICIE OP' THE ADJUTANT Gt:NE"AL 
WMHINGTON, 0,C, 20310 

UT 683276 26 November 1968 

SEE DISTlWWilOlL .. _.,__ .... 

:;~fa""~<mt1 l:t_f/ f;_~§~),~j;_!J;1oj "-::'.c1,•;__}t );;_1 
,......,_ l. Subject report is forwarded for revilw and evaluation in accordance 

lf~ 

I 

"'-'" with paragraph Sb, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should 
,..... be repo;ted to ACSFOR or UT, Operationa~Reports nch, within_JJ! d!!JIS 
._ • ., of receipt of covering letter, @1., I}£,{ C,f; @j_ t/f--J 

2. Information contained in this re}rnit- s p ovided to insure that e 
Army realizes current benefits from lessons learned during recent opera­
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( . .) 

! •. ,J 
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tions. 

3. To insure that the information provided through the Lessons Learned 
Program is readily available on a continuous basis, a cumulative Lessons 
Learned Index containing alphabetical listings of items appearing in the 
reports is compiled and distributed periodically. Recipients of the 
attached report are encouraged to recommend items from it for inclusion 
in the Index by completing and returning the self-addr·essed form provided 
at the end of this report. 
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US Continental Army Command 
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US Army Command and General Staff College 
US Army Aviation School 
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AVGM-SC 

CONFIDENTIAL. 

DEPAR'nii£ln' OF THE ARMY 
HEAIXi,UARTERS, 16m COMBAT ,WIATION GROUP 

APO San Francisco 963.37 

10 Aug 68 

SlmJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 16th CAG far period ending 31 July 
6$, RCS, CSFOR - 65 (RI) (U) 

TO: Assistant.Chief of Statt tor Forces Developnent 
DA (ACSFOR, DA) 
Washington, 00 20,310 

.. / 
1. (C) ISEcTION I, OPERATIONS: SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITIES 

a. (C) Comll8nd: 

( 1 ) General: 

" (a) This quarter was characterized by the utilization of the group's assets 
to provide aviation support throughout the ICTZ. Major activities were high­
light.ad by divisional operations a]png the mountain ranges bordering the coastal 
plains from Khe Sanh to Ba To. In s\Jpport of these divisional operations the 
threo battalions or the group were arJtively involved with combat assaults, troop 
lifts, resupply., repositioning of nrti:i.lery units (including the 155 HOW battery 
by use of the CH-47B helicopter) and extensive use of.the group's visU.D.l recon­
naissance and surveillance capabilit1. 

(b) Enemy activities: On 27 Jnne~· d 12 J~ 68, ltl.rble Mountain Air Facili­
ty wn.s attacked by eneJI\Y fire with 122mm ockets (8 on 27 JW'18; 9 on 12 J~). 
Resultant damage was the destruction or o e building and minor damage to one ve­
hicle. '!here was no significant aircraft oss or damage during the above attacks .. 

b. (U) Mis~ion: 16th CAG continues to remain under operati~nal control of 
CG, I!I MAF with the organizational mission of providing comnand (less operational 
_control), administration, technical supervision and professionalism ot all non­
divisional US Arm¥ units in the ICTZ. There .has been no change in this unit's 
mission during the period covered by this report. 
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AVGM-SC 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 16th CAG for period ending 31 July 
68, RCS, CSFOR - 65 (RI) (U) 

c. (U) Organization: 

(1) Structure: 

(2) Organizational Changes: 

j I I 
[ 16th CAG 

~ 
. I 

Ii 14th CAB l 
·----··-

. I I 

l 212th CS;',B i 

·------' 

(a) The 132nd ASHC was assigned to the 14th CAB on 2.3 May 68. 

(b) Tho 272nd ASHC was _assigned to the 308th CAB on 6 June 68. 

(c) The 308th CAB was releasc•.l form attachment to 16th GAG on 1 July 68, and 
:::-•: ,:~n,d to the 101 st Air Cav Di"ir. 

f3J f.tation List: (Inclosuro ~) 

~. (U) Personnel: 

( ·1) ConmiAnd Relationship 

(a) Group Headquarters 

CO: Col Daniel G Gust 036330 Thru 3 1.TuJ.y 

Col William C T,yrrell 070 541 4 July - Fro sent 

DCC: LTC Thorvald R Torgorson 069818 'l'hru 29 June 

LTC Rennie M Co1-y 06 5'207 30 June - Present 

S1: MAJ James ii. Boyd 0402196 

S2: MAJ Herdon Godfrey Jr. 019.35345 Thru 31 Mn.y 

CPT Jorj C Head 05218635 1 JW10 - Present 

2 

______ _..... .. , ..... ,~ ..... ~--·,, ··-•-·-··•-~ ··-- ---.. ···-~··-·~-·--··~--·· - ... 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

/,VGM-SC 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Hendqua.rtcrs, 16th CilG tor period ending 31 July 
68, RCS, CSFOR - 6S (RI) (U) 

:•H!C -.... 

S.3: LTC Rennie M Cory 06 5207 Thru 29 Juno 

LTC ?ldlton Benz 01861990 30 June - Present 

54: MAJ Franklin N Harris 089499 Thru - 30 Juoo 

MAJ George P Johanlmecht 074734 1 July - Preeent 

(b) Unit ColDll8nders 

(2) 

. ) ,~ 

14th CAB LTC Ray M Carson 0F106541 Thru 6 July 

LTC Charles i. Klopp 071820 7 July - Present 

212th CSJJ3 LTC Wilber •• ¥'1.ddleton 070141 Thru 13 June 68 

,308th CiJ3 

Unit Strength 

Military 

LTC Bernard W Burns 073296 14 June - Present 

LTC Charles S Stoen 066513 

Subordinate Unit 

Off ,·~uth .QLH WO .i.uth .2Li1 EM ,.uth .QLH Total i·.uth 0/H 

17 22 2 3 .51 98 70 123 

(b) Civilian 

jjlig DJ·~c - VN ,.uth .2LH JDNi.T Contractor 

0 5 3 0 0 

o. · (U) ,.ircra.rt Status 

UH-1D TJ-21 OH-6J~ U-6.~ 

J~uth 2 :1 2 1 

0/H 2 1 2 1 

t. (C) Operational Results (Seo Inclosure 2.) 

3 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
,WGM-SC 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Hcndquarter, 16th Ci.G for period onding. 31 J~ 
68, RCS, CSFOR - 6; (RI) (U) 

g. (U) Intelligence 

h. (C) Plans, Operations, Training 

(1) Plans: None 

(2) Operations: Group operational activities were coordinated through the 
three group l.:r''l!fif :.viation EleJEnts (.~i.E) located in the three najor hr:3adquartors 
s·upportod by the group. Significant activities occurring during the reporting 
period for these ,w·.E are outlined below. 

(a) IJ-.E, III Mi'J': 

.l Increased support of Prairie Fire operations from the Phu Bai FOB and tho 
owcuation of Kham Due Special Forces Camp. 

a Establishmant of radio relay and colnm:lnd and control aircraft support for 
f-L•o5rio Fire operations • 

.l Flight Following and iiir /Fire Support Coordination instructions tor ICTZ 
were updated. 

l:J: Helipnd directory for ICTZ was updated.-

.2 Coordinated helicopter support of 1st M'l.?'inc Division operations Momeluke 
Thrust, J·.11en Brook and Swift Saber. These operations involved the clearing of 
areas 15-20 miles a.round Da.Nang • 

.Q. Coordinated helicopter support of operation Eager Yankee in the TF X-Ray 
co~~t~J nrea. This operation involved extensive holicopterbomc operations in the 
3rd Marino Division area. 

1 Re-evaluation or aerial surveillance (OV-1) aircraft missions to effect 
improved support for PCV, 

(b) I Corps lu'.E: • .• ct ion undertaken by tho I Corps ,..i'.E during tho poriod 1 
. ~by 1968 through .31 July 1968 that arc worthy ot noto follow: 

1 Increased VN.-~F support of J.RVN combat operations. Close liaison between 
the I Corps :J;E, I Corps G.3 :.ir :.dvisor and iJ.r Force Advisory Tea.m IIS (,~, .• T S) 
hr.i.s resulted in a marked imroase of VN:.F helicopter support of /, RVN combat oper­
ations, VN'"F helicopters have participated with 16th Gp 1.slt Helicoptors in all 
;.nVN combat assaults during this reporting period 'With the exception of one oper­
ation where tho LZ 1s wore not oapo.blo of accommodating CH-34 helicopters. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

,~VGM-sc 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 16th C.i.G for period ending 31 Jul.J 
68, RCS, CSFOR - 65 (RI) (U) 

g, Increased helicopter support !or Province :~dvisors. Senior J~dvisor of 
Quang Nam Province a.nd Quang Tin Province a.re now being supported daily by heli­
c'-'pters OPCON to the Conmanding Officer, I Corps i.dvisory Group. Senior i.dVisors 
o:! Quang Tri., Thua Thien and Quang Ngo.i Provinces are receiving helicopter sup­
,ort i'rom Provisional Corps Viotnam and the 1.merical Division on a daily bo.sis. 
This nrrangement tor helicopter sup~rt of Province Sonior i.dvisors was approved 
by th~ Comma.nding Gcnei.-al, III Mf.F and ha.a resulted in a marked increase of heli­
copter flying time available to Province ~nior i~dvisors. 

(c) i.AE, FM,\W: The JJiEj F%.W was actively angaged in the pk'"l.nning and exe­
cution of the following significant activities • 

.! A UH-1 pilot exchange program between FMi.W and 1st i.CD (1/9th Ci.V) wa.s ef­
foctod during tho period 1 May - 10 June 68, The purpose of this program was to 
<'lvaluato operating procodU.'ll"()S of the 1/9th 'CAV for possible adoption by Ma.rim 
li'oroos. i~lthough Marine reports wero critical on scro a.rcas of operational pro­
eco.,l?"os, they recoJill!k)nded that the exchD.ngo program be continued. 

& Operation Duckblind which was in the planning stage for two months became 
oporatior.iu.l on 15 July 68. The :..rray has provided two officers and one EM to give 
t.ochnical assisto.nce., equipment support and crow training to the Marine personnol 
jnvolvcd in the operation. 

l Operation 'lbor: 1,r,rq aircraft were used to support this operation as re­
quired visual reconnaissance aircraft rcquiromonts wore beyond the capabilities 
,..,.~ Marine assets. 

!.t The ,.J~ is presently involved in a study to determine tho visual reconnais­
sance/observation requirements for the 1st &3rd Marine Divisions. 

1 Conducted briefings for Marine Staff Pcrso11nel on the intelligence gatherint 
capt.bilities ot tho OV-1 o.nd tho capabilities of the OH-6 observation helicopter. 

:,) 
i. 

j. 

k. 

" .... 
m. 

Training: None 

(U) wgistics: None 

(U) Intormtion: lfone 

(U) Surgeon: Nono 

(U) Signal: None 

(U) Aviation Sa.tcty: 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

1~VGM-SC 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Ht.:ndqur.1.rtors, 16th c.:.G for period anding 31 July 
68, HCS, CSFOR - 65 (RI) (U) 

(1) hViation Safety: Tho group flow 66,282 hours during the quarter, with an 
.,,_,.,.::dent rate of 24.13 per 1oc,ooo flying hours. Thoro were sixteen (16) major 
acddents: ten UH-1s, four 0-1s, ooo OH-6 and orx, CH-47. Eight were pilot inducoc. 
seven woro material. failures ond one Wi'.\s supervisory error. 

(2) Total accident experience is as follows: 

1Wi F/W Total -
M:.1.jor accidents 12 4 16 

1-'linor ;1ccidonts 0 0 0 
..... 

1:ncidcnts 13 4 17 

?0t'ccd landings 8 1 9 

:-O·,•c.c · ~.utionary landings 13 7 ro 

? • ( U) Section II LESSONS LE,.RNED: C0MM,.NDERS OBSEil.V,. TIONS, EV;..LU .• TIO NS MW 
r=:. .:8":1-lENDI~TIONS: 

a. {U) Personnel: Nono 

b. (C) Operations: 

(1) Night tnrgct tactical air support. 

(a) Observation: Night tnctical ~ir support is difficult to obtain. 

(b) Evalua.tion: It is extremely difficult to got responsive night Tactical 
iiir •,o strike targets developed by /.rmy s1.·.R/Infrarod Systems in mount.:unous ter­
re .. i.n. Tho present USJ,F/Us:./USMC team concept only works for targets located on 
the c~astal plnins and for most daylight tnrgots. It does not provide the respon­
siveness and roliubility on night missions as that of organic assots. 

(c) Recommendation: Evaluate present system for possible renovation to meet 
t,hn requirement to provide support against night targets developed by night sur­
vcillD.nce means. 

(2) Aviation assets 

(a) Observation: The drnin on nviation assets is Wldermining the mounted war­
fare cnpability of III M..F and tho ICTZ. 

. I • '.~, .- ·~,., ,. • .•·- •• 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

Ji.VGM-SC 
SUBJECT: Oporo.tionvl noport of Hor.dqunrtcrs., 16th c:.G for period ending 31 J~ 
68, RCS, CSFOn - 65 (RI) (U) 

(b) Evalu.:ition: Based on u re cont US."lRV study, there is a requirement fer 
fcur additional i.HC in tho ICTZ. Those i.viation Units arc neecied to support Frov 
C"r.ps Victruun, two .:.RVN divisions, CORDS and the Spocia.l Forcos. In addition, one 
Jl111ed Helicopter Cornprmy is needed to support the m-1.ny US :lnd i.RVN operations 
which frequently extend beyond ."l?'ty range of fire bases. 

(c) Recomendations: 

.l To reduce tho deficit of utility helicopters within tho ICTZ, an additional 
four ;.HC should be assigned to the 16th Conbat Aviation Group to provide gener,nl 
support to PCV units., two 1.RVN divisions, CORDS and the Special Forces. 

g Further rocoD100nd t~~t one armed helicopt~r compo.ny be assigned to the 16th 
~!ntlbat .'.vintion Group for general support of ta.ctica.1 1>pcrotions within I Corps. 

c. (U) Intelligence: None 

d. (U) u:>gistics: None 

e. (U) Organize. tionc1.l: None 

r. (U) other 

(1) Surgeon 

(a.) Ballistic Helmets 

1 Observation: The greatest p~oblem wlth tho ballistic holmot seems to be in 
sizing which does not correspond with that of the 1.rH-5. Fow can wear the medium-
si.zeci ballistic helmot and find it comfortable. This ro resulted in a 
nca~ de lotion or the stock of lnrge ballistic helmets and aT 
.1 sizos. 

:-' Evaluo.tion: Tho role of tho ballistic holmct-. i.n tho prevention ot head 
injur--1 seems to hnve been fairly woll ,.i'.:;t.:1blishcd since its introduction into Viet­
UJll. It has beon found., however., that JM.ny crow 100moers do not wear this hellmt, 
pr,rerring the older AFH-5. Tho most common reason given for not wearing the ba.1-
liati.c holm3t is discomfort. It has boon lo.:irnod tho.t the helmet can be modified 
fo~ better fit ~nd better wea.rability with no decrease in protection. By cutting 
out a semicircle in the polystyromo liner so the cnz·phone can recess more com­
pletely, and removing a coil or two of tho earphone spr~ngs, a 1:1are coilfortnble tit 
is possible. It also helps to tic the earphones fully out and to use the older 
sizing pads. A block of wood may bo placed between the oargunrds when the helmet 
is stored to effect a slight increase in lateral sizo. 
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l CONFIDENTIAL 
AVGM-SC 
SUBJECT: Operatioruil llcport of Hc.:i.dqu.'.'.rtors, 16th C1.G for period ending 31 July 
68, RCS, CSFOR - 65 (RI) (U) 

l Recommondations: 

~ Ronsearch be conducted on the ballistic helmet to a!'tord werall wenrability 

J2 Individual modifications be mde on holmots which My improve the fit. 

J,, (b) Field Sanitation Torum 

1 Obsor,ations: The role of the field sanitation teDJ:\S in envirom11mt3l 
health is an cstablishod tact in thooo remote area.es outside fixed iru,.tall£:.tions 
whero F ,iL&& or Fublic Wo:&-ka does not function. 

z. Evnluation: In the fixed base operations where P.1L&E or Public Works is 
rosponsiblo to~ environmental honlth, tho field sanitation teams appointed UP 
USJ.RV Rog. 40-19 supplemant tho mnjor duties ot the9o contractunl o.gencies. On 
occ.:ision, as recently, PA&E loses corta.in ot these contr;.ctual ros:ponsibilities 
and the field satdtation teams bocoim immediately of instrumental importance in the 
areas of rodent control, insect control nnd field annitation. Tho 16 hour- in-
1t.ruction period set up by the surgeons section undo:i.- the US.~V Reg. 40•19 then 
becomes nn invaluable aesot in mintaining the hoc.1th of the comand. 

l Recommen&tiona: 

ft, That tlF USl,RV ~g. 40 ... 19 the Field Sanita~on Te.us continue to be ap­
pointed and properly instructed in tiold and environmantal health. 

!! Thr.t surgeons make tull use or those tonms aa an invalua.ble aid, aup­
plemenui.l or priMl'f, in mo.intaini:lg tho henlth ot tho Cctnmlnd. 

3. (U) 

2 Incl 
1 16th ClG Sta List 
2 16th CAO Operationa.l Results 

DISTRIBUTION: 
C:rNCUS.'.RFi~C, /~TTrh GFOP-M' 2 eye 
CG us,\RV., .. ~TTN: .. wmc-DST 3 eye 
co 1at l.vn Bdo, .,.\'l"J.'N: SJ 2 C'¥9 
CG 1at Avn Bde, Affth i~VBJ~-MH 3 ere 
FILE 15 0ya 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
AVBA-0 (10 Aug 68) r-si--nnr 
SUBJEal': OperatiCl'lal Report of He1t.dquarters, 16th Combat Aviaticn Cl:roun 

for Period Ending 31 .Tu'.cy 196~, :R~S CSFm-65 (P.1) (tr) 

DA, HEAl)(JJAll.TERS, lm' WIATFH nnIGti.DE, Arr 963P4 ~~i) 5 1968 

THRUs Comnanding General, United states Arrrtr Vietnam, AT,.rs 
A,1:IQ 96375 
Comnander in Chief., United States Anl\V Paclfie, A.ffll: 
APO 96558 

., 

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force !:eve lopment, Tlenartment o.r the 
ArntY, Walilington, D.C. 20310 

1. (U) This headquarters has :reviewed this report., considers it to 
be adec:pate, and ccncurs with the contents. 

2. (C) Th! following additional commP.nts are cmsidered i,ertinent: 

a. Paragraph lb, page 1. The 16th Combat Avfa.tion Grrup' s missia, 
is incorrectly stated. Correct missiai as stated in the BrfP-ade TOI is 
to provide aviaticn sipport., as directed., to ·~rs, A.mm) and other Free 
World Military 4ssistance Forces for the cC!lcbct or canbat and lo,dstical 

· counterinsurgency- operations. 

b. Far~raph 2b(2), page 6. This hendq11a.rters is unable to 
evaluate the requirement tor addi ticnal AHC in the I arz. A.ssi~ment 
priorities tor AHO are determined by ?I.ACV based on recommenrtations nade 
by najor tactical. headquarters. 

c. Pare.graph 2.t(l)(a)., page 7. Research on the a.nti-fra.nment.ation 
helml!Jt las been and is being ca1ducted b:v the appropriate T:>epartnent or 
the Anrr:, agency. Recommended individual modification to the ballistic 
helmet is contained in DA Ml,[) 10-8415-202-30/4 ·which has been renro­
duced in the October 1967 Supply and ¥aintenance Letter of the 1st 
Aviation Brigade. 

FOR THE OOMM.~Dm: 

:.:.-··-•.·_,l._ . ..... ...t~·········· .. . 

9 

I, 
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AVHGC-DST (10 Aug 68) 2d Ind (C) MAJ Klingman/de/LBN '4433 
SUBJ:&:T: Operational Report ot Head~rtere, 16th CAO tor period ending 

31 July 68, RCS, CfUi'OR - 65 (RI) (U) 

HEADQUART:ERS, UNITED STATES ARMY» VIETNAM, APO San Francisce> 96)75 2 5 OCT 196S 

TO: Commander in Chief', United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 
96558 

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons 
Learned for the quarterly period encling 31 J~ 1968 from Headquarters, 
16th Combat Aviation Group. 

2 • ( C) Coments follow: 

a. Reference item concerning aviation assets, page 6, paragraph 2b(2): 
No additional assault helicopter companies are now available or forecast to 
be available in the near tuture. 

b. Reference item concerning ballistic helmets, page 7, paragraph 
2f'(l) (a): Concur. Research is being conducted on the overall wearability 
or the ballistic helmet~ Moditi.cation kits designed to correct deficiencies 
in helmet,a currently in RVN have been issued to using units. 

c. Reference item conceming the ttse and training or field sanitation 
teama1 under the provisions or USALW Regulation 40-19, page 8, paragraph 
2f'(lhb): Concur. There is no plan to discontinue this program. 

FOR THE CCJ.!MANDl!R: 

Cy turn: 
HQ 1st Avn Bde 
HQ 16th CAG 

W.C. ARNTZ 
CPTAGC 
Aisistant Adju 

10 

CONFIDENTIAL 

, 
i 

I 
f 
I 
l 
l 
1 
I 



( 

I 
I,~ 

GPOP•DT (10 Aug 68) 3d Ind (U) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 16th Cbt Avn Gp for Period Ending 

31 July 1968, acs CSF0&-65 (Rl) 

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Franciaco 96558 14 MOV \9t8 

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Army, Waahington, D. c. 20310 

,, 
Thia headquarter• baa evaluated aubject. report and forwarding indora­
menta and con~ur• in the report aa indoraed. 

FOR THE C<»IHANDER IN CHIEF: 

~~·· 

C. L. SHOl'n' 
CPT, ADC. 
A.wKi 

11 

-
L ·. -······~ ... ~ ... -···- ..... ~~·· ... -· ··.······-········-- - - .--.z...- -~- - ,, ... ,· •.. -,-.,~ ....... -... ._,_,,._, ...... . 

I 
i 

i 
I 
! 
I 
I 
I. 

I 
f .,, 

~ ; 
I 
• I 
' 

I 

I 
J 

l 
I 
l 

l 
l 

I 
.l 
i 
J 

1 
1 
l 



' 
L 
[-

I 
L. 

' i 
. I 

l 

f 
t 
i • 

.... ,« •.. 

i i: • 
' ( 

. 
1 ,. 

Chu L,.i: 

14th CJ.B 
21st n,.c (212th CS,-.B) 
71st /JIC 
132nd i;.SHC 
176th :~c 
178th J.SHC 

Da.Nang: 

16th CliG 
212th CSJJ3 
245th SAC 
282nd i.HC 

· Due Pho: 

174th ;.HC 

Hue rhu &.i 

,.,.._r.·N f1DE~-NT)AL 

STi. TIOH LIST 

16th Co:t-ID~.T i.VL.TION GIWUf 

1,31st S1.C (21ith CS:\B) 
220th R.'.C (212th CSi.B) 
Corps Prov Avn Co (212th cs:.B) 

Incl 1 

,i-

.. !...1..1.!.......:.-r...:·u..--•=--~,-~,~·,.•·-•-• - -~;; ~-· ···--''---·~~,,~:~ .. .,_. ___ , ' . --~-,-~~--- , • .:...- ••. ••..• ''1'!1" "I(• 1-1-· 11n c r-r· · ir-. 

. _' . ,., __ • ,; ,, . .,t \ I_'·, : .. :""., 

JJ·O 96325 
:.ijo 96374 
.,u,,o 96325 
APO 96325 
Al'O 96325 
li.FO 96.325 

1.FO 963.37 
AI'O 963.37 
lu'O 963.37 
AFO 96.3.37 

lJ>O 96217 

. J.:PO 96308 
AFO 96.308 
1~0 96.308 
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16th C:..G <r~~TION:.L 

ST.;.TISTICS QtL.RTER ~IDL TG 31 July 68 

Subordinate 
Unit 

~ t6th CAG 
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DOCUMIMT CONTROL DAT A • R & D 
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I, 01ue1NATING ACTIVITY ,c..-1e _, &e, IIIEll'OIIIT 11:CUIIITY Cl."llll'ICATIO~• 

Confidentia 1 

HQ, OACSFOR, DA, Washinaton, o.c. 20310 I .. GIIOUII 

4 
I, IIIEll'OIIT TITLllt 

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, HQ, 16th Combat Aviation Group (U) 

•• DIEIClllll'TIVI: NOT••t~~•f...,,-4 ...... l ... feeJ 

Experiences of unit enaaaed in counterinsurgencx 02erations. 1 May - 31 Jul 68 
'I, AU TMOIICat (,1rel -• ••-• _,,,.,, •••I_, 

co, 16th Combat Aviation Group 

I, llllll'OIIT DATI. 1-. TOTAL NO, 0" ll'AGll:a r•• NO, o,- 11111:,-a 

10 Auau!':t: 1968 14 
N, CONTIIACT 011 GIIANT NO, ... OIIIGINATOll'I Ml:PORT NUMIII.IUII 

a, 11'110.,&CT NO, 683276 

C, 
N/A N, OT .. 11:11 1111:ll'OIIT NOIIII {Aflr elher ,....,"'• lllal _, N eHl,..•d ,,.,. ,.,,.,,, 

d, 

It), DIITllleUTION aTATIEMI.NT 

I I t-------........ -------------r-=-====~-:::-:~-:'"!'=:-:::-=::---------~, i ,,. "U""LEMltNTAIIIY NOTl:a II, ai•o .. so•INO Mll,,ITA"V ACTIVITY • 

' N/A OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D,C, 20310 i 
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The following items are recommended for inclusion in the Lessons Learned 
Index: 

ITEM 1 

~r SUBJECT TITLE 

~br FOR OT u~ 41 

ITEM 2 

SUBJECT TITLE 

FOR OT UT 1/ 

PAGE fl 

ITEM 3 

------------------------

-------------

SUBJECT TITLE-------~-------------­

FOR OT· UT 41 

PAGE fl 

ITEM 4 

SUBJECT TITLE ______________________ _ 

FOR OT UT 11 

PAGE# 

ITEM 5 
SUBJECT TITLE ______________________ _ 

FOR OT UT 11 

PAGE fl 

... 

-le Subject Title: A short ( one sentence or phrase) description of the item 
of interest. 

-Ide FOR OT UT fl Appears _in the Reply Reference line of the ~etter of Trans-
mittal. This number ~ be accurateJ.y stated. 

That page on which the item of interest is located.· 
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