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Sect.ion I, Sf_An~'ficant Orsapization Activities 

A, Headquarters 8:fld Headquartero Company, 79th Engineer Group 
I ' 

l. Generals . 
a, The· 79th ~ineer Group (Construction) commarxl post remained 

at the "Plantation Compound", long Binh., RVN, througho\!t the reporting 
period. 

b. Enemy activity throughout tho Group area of operations generally 
decreased, wit,h the exception or n few high points in Septenber. The 
activity consisted most~v 0£ ~c~~t.and mortar attacks on isolated sites. 
Iarxl clearing units· experienced a decrease of enemy contact.· During the 
reporting poriod., the Group··suffere<i.eighty-sevan casualticu, five KIA 
and eighty-two WIA. 

2. Carmam and Control: 

a~ C~d: Several' ma~11 c~es. in the co~.d structure 
occurred dur:big' tho reporting period with three battalion cormnanders 
rotating to new aasignmente. 'I.TC H. McK Roper asstined comma.rd of ths 
168th Engineer Battalion on 31 August i969 from LTC /!l~rt Rorannesld., 
who ret.urnEd to CONUS for duty at the US Army Research Office. On 30 
September 1969~ LTC James cynch assumed cornrr.and of the 554tH Engineer. 
Battalion. from ~C Elbert D. H. Berry, who also returned to comJS for 
d~y at Ft. leavonworth •. On 5 Octoper 1969, LTC John A. Potoat, 588th 
EhginGer ~ttal.ion co, wae reae,aigned .ao tho Chief or Starr, Engineer 
Troops, Vietnam. LTC Thomas StUD!lll, at that tiuie serving as Executive 
Officer of the Group, assumed command or the battalion. On 8 October 
i:rc C. D. Gilkey asol.Dlled the duties of Group Executive officer. other 
personnel gain a in headquarters includoo CW4 James F. C-otham who replaced 
CW3 Hernandaz as i:ersonnel officer, CPr Bernard Stalmrum who replaced 
CFT Cheal as Assistant s .. 3, err Walter Evans who was assigned ne trial 
counsel, and GW2 Russell P,:e~on who replace-:1 WOl Frank Poveromo as 
Group Fopd Service Adv!.~o~. 

3. Peraonnei, Arlminiatration1 Morale arrl. DieciP:1-ine: 

a, Personnel: Alt,hough therq .. r9J11.!\ina a shortage or junior NC0 1s 
. and 9.~'\iical MOS personnol, Group operations were maintained at a high 

+eyeJ;~of p~formance, The critical shortage ot capta.:lna has been 
relieved, Due to the lo.rge turnover o~ officer personnel during the 
rnon~h.pf August,the rotatiQnlll hUDlp !n August 1970 exceeda the l5 per 
cent 1l.fwel 'WJlicq will r~uil;'~ ~$.Sade asaia1;nnce, to reduce this to an 
B,?C~P.\)~9 '1..ov~l,, ,. 

1. 

. ,b,, Mor3.le; ~rale at all 1,wels within the conmsnd contiuuea to 
b, excellen~;.. . . 
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d. A total of 447 decorations were awarded, including 10 Bronze 
Stars with 11v11 device, 1 ACM with 11V11 device, 1 Soldier's Medal and 
35 Purple Hearts. 

c. There wue a total c-f 37 congressionals for the rep(Jrting period. 
The majority of these inquiries pertained to the service member's health 
er the possibility of ~aturning the man to CONUS. Command emphasis is 
continually placed on the reduction of congressionals. A letter of 
introduction sent by some unit coamanders to the relatives of each new 
arrival continues to be an effective tool twards this goal. 

4. Intelligence and Counterintelligence: 

A. The 79th Engineer Group Headquarters continues to receive and 
distribute intelligence documents and information from 20th Engineer 
Brigade, II Field Force, Vietnam and higher headquarters. Spot reports 
on enemy activity are required of all battalions and forwarded to 20th 
Engineer Brigade Headquarters. 

b. Initial security briefings to all newly arrived personnel who 
are assigned to HHC, 79th Engineer Group, 66th Engineer Company (Topo), 
104th Engineer Company (DT) and 500th Engineer Company (PB) were continued 
by this headquarters. The daily intelligence briefing continued to give 
the staff a current pictur~ of the military and operational highlights 
in III Corps. 

c. The Group continues to handle security actions for personnel 
assigned to HHC, 66th Topo, 104th, and 500th. This includ~s validation 
of clearances up to and including TOP SECRET. Personnel security 
actions for separate companies or detach~nts are administered by the 
higher headquarters to which they are attached. 

5. Plans, Operation, and Training: 

a. Genciral: The emphuis placed on quality co·ltrol and construction 
manRgemant proarama has continued to improve the quslity of our ccmstruction. 
Tha concentrated effort of the Group Headquarters staff in assisting the 
battalions on design and planning hus reaulted in this quality construction 
being completed on a priority basis. The overall efforts of the 79th 
Engineer Group (Construction) h~7e allowed the Group to continue providing 
excellence in construction under ~ombat conditions. 

b. Operations: During this period the 79th Engineer Group continued 
to direct its primary effort at handling increased combat and operational 
support requiruients with a large amount of effort expended or hase 
construction. The completion of projec; OQO, maintenance facilities for 
th~ 1st Cav throughout III Corps, on scheuule was the major accomplishment 
of the 11Suparn Group. The uparade of the Tay Ninh Airfield was also 
successfully completed durina this period. This project was the first 
major airfi•ld upgrade to be attempted and completed during the monsoQn 
season. Under the LOC program, work hae begun on the upgrade of QL-13 
from La1 Khe to An Loe ~r.d will continue through the coming dr~ 
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season. During this period, the 31st Engineer Battalior~ undertook the 
task of expanding LZ Buttons to accomodate a brigade of the 1st Air 
Cav Div. This project will consume a large percentage of the 31st 
Engineer Battalion's construction effort during the coming quarter. 
Strons emphasis has been placed on management to insure the completion 
of this high priority micsion on time. 

c. Land Clearing: 

(1) '!he 60th Land Clearing Company, 62d Engineer Battalion, 
completed cutting operations in the vicinity of FSB Crook at the 
beginning of the reporting period. After their'maintenance stand 
down, they moved to the Hat Dich area, replacing the 501st Land Clearing 
Company, in support of the 1st Australian Task Force. The 60th 
experienced very wet jungle throughout their operation. This wet 
terrain severly hampered their maintenance capabilities and resulted 
in low acreage totals. As an aid to their operations, a combat engineer 
squad was assigr.~d to each land clea~ing company to provide assistance 
in ma{ntaining the NDP in a passable condition. They constructed mainten­
ance hardstands for the Rome plows using cut timber and provided other 
assistance as necessary. As of the end of the period they were on 
maintenance stand down at home station. 

(2) The 501st .Iarxl Clo~g.po~pariy contirtued ·c1oaring operations 
in the Hat Dich or.ea· mitil mi!!r~~ust when they wero relievod by the 
60th r.a·n.d CJ.earing Comp,in.v. • Th.oy also cxperiel}c~ Y,ery wot terrain in 
the Hat Dich. Terrain in this region afforded U~tle opportunity for 
the land t:lenring comprurl.es to fulzy t=Xploit their toc1'niquos. Extr<mely 
to.11 t1-eea caused tho plows to operate sing~ when clen-ring •. Af't,'er their 
t\,Sintcnancc stand down, they returned to tho northern Hat Dich area in 
support or the Royal Thai Arn\f Volunteer Force. They continued to 
experience terrain sir.dlAr to their first cut in this area. ·EneJl\Y contact 
was light, although nt.daerous enemy bwlkers were micovored. 

(3) The 984th Iarxl Clearing Company continued clearing oper:itions in 
tho '.i'rapezoid. Enemy t.:i.rra.asmont continued to b'3 very heavy as the '984th 
uncovered many bunkers and baso camps. This operation is proving to~ 
veey successful in robb:h1g the enemy of a once untouchable base camp aiid 
rost, area. After their mointenance stand down they moved to tha Boi l.t>i 
\-loo.is are,a for their next cutting operation. They experienced light" 
enemy c,mtnct but still managed to clear largo areas or jungle. Upon 
canpletfon or this cut, they returned to the Trapozoid a.ron for the 
third ti.n:e. Dur!ng this latest operation, they oxper5cnced V3I7f wet 
jlll'lgla and hea•,y cnelTO" contact. 

·. . 
d. Airmobile Operations: ,'The .31st Engineer Battalion continues to 

provide oirmobile cquiph~Iili supp<>Jjt throughout•III ~rps. 1n addition 
to their to:i,mrd airtield program, they provide dozer and backhoe support 
for iaolate:t firo support baoee throughout the :area., Airfield maintenance 
projects c~etod during the period lhnoluded fields at Loe Ninh, Tonle 
Chon, Due Ph>ng, and Dong Xoni. · 
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e. Quarry Operations: The Nui Ba Den Quarry continued to provide 
base rock and asphalt aggregate for the construction of QL-22 and 
maintenance of seconda~y ro~ds in the Tay Ninh - Dau Tieng area. The 
410 ton per hour primary crushing unit came into full oporational · 
Dtatus uuring this period, Plans now call for those quarry assot:! to 
be tran~ferred to tho 159th Engineer Group (Construction) during the 
r.tonth of Hovernber. 

f. 'fraining: 'l'he ?9th Engmeci- Group cont!nu~ its w9q_kly trnining 
in Army and US:\.RV mandatory subjocts·and instituted weekly classc~ 
for all officers covering a variety of subjects !)-Oct rnaintonn.~co'to 
qua.J.ity control,, Tho Grou.p now has the c·~pability to train its own 
o~r1Ltors for both 'IJ)C trucks and transit1 r.rlxors. Classas on scheduling, 
design, quality. tontrol, and status reports wore given at each battalion 
.to impi-ovo construction-management at the small unit level. 

6. l.o_g'ist~: 

n. Supply: 

(l) During the clofle of tho reporting ·period, C'l?ment bccru:ie· n ' 1 • 

critical itC:m. 0/H balance was reduced, whil,e ·due-in quantities soared 
aboue <00,000 bags. Relief is anticipated in Uov~r.tber. · 

(2) Shortages of h, 2x, 3x, 4x, •and all sj_zos of plywood became 
critical as the reporti:1g period erxled. ·· An Operational Storage level 
wns approved which ~emits units to establish'on-hand stocka6os of lumber, 
enabling timely response to conbnt ond operational projects. Due to the 
shortage of tho above small ■izes of lumber, excessive substitution was 
required to moot minimum requirer.tents, and very little stockngo of tho 
OS.:.. was accanplishoo. 

(3) Major items of equip:tcnt col'ltinue to bo received Within tho 
Group. Receipt of conr.tond controlled items remains somewhat lir.tited. 
Four critically. required items arc listed bolow: 

AUTH Mi 1. Tractor, lOton. 139 117 

2. Tractor, wheeled 290 62 42 

3. Grarlcr, road 48 37 

' t l~ • Truck, 5 t()n dump · 385 'J(\7 ... , ... 
9• ARVll :Equipnent Pr9gram: During the reporting period, this 

Group ··was levied for only minor aniounte of equipnent to ho tur11ed 
in for the A.RVN moderniZ<J.tion progra1n. Tentative requirements have 
been reviewed for the nex.t reportirJB period and pl:lns fox- the next 
levy nre ir, tho formative stage at this tiJne pending receipt of confinned 
rcquiremen ts. 
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c. Reports of Survey: Monetary value of reports of survey 
processed during the last reporting period is $139,000.00. Stringent 
controA8 continue to be applied in this area and security of government 
property continues to ~eceive command P.mphasis. 

d. Food Service: The food service section viaited, inspected, and 
advised between 23 and 31 sepsrate messes each month during the period. 
Quarterly reviews of mess accounts were made in October for the preceding 
quarter and only minor deficiencies were noted. 

(2) The installstion of garrison mess equipment, as progranmed by 
USARV Regulation 30-10, is in progress in the Lal Khe area. 

(3) Condiment Rtores have been set up by the supporting ration 
breakdown in the Tay Ninh areas with extremely favorable rP.sults. 
Condiment supply is stil.l inadequate in the Lai Khe area. 

(4) Mess operations and mess morale increases in proportion to 
the number of courtesy visits by the food service staff. Constant 
attention of higher headquarters is instrumental :l.n solving their 
problem1t. 

(5) PA&E support of garrison mess equipment has been woefully 
inadequate. Local nationals hired by PA&E do not have the technical 
knowledge to service or install sophisticated mess equipment such as 
steam vat3, stack ovens, etc. 

e. Maintenence: Average deadline stacistics for the 3 month 
period are as follows: 

CATmORY 

overall (Engineer and Ordnance) 

Critical (Selected Engin£er and Ordnance) 

PER CENT 

11.6 

15.9 

The division of deadline between items requiring organizational main­
tenance and those requiring direct support reaintenance at the end of the 
reporting period was 42"4 organizational and 581, direct support. 

f, LOC Program: Several items of LOC equipment were received 
during the reporting period and are in operation throughout the Group. 
Initially, problems were experienced in the maintenance and repair of 
this equipment; howevir, close supervision and follo~-up action on the 
part of the owning unit have removed se~~ral items from deadline. Problems 
with the lack of repair parts for the MCA-LOC 12 CY dump truck continue 
to account for the excessively high deadline rate of 23%. 

7. Force Develo ent: On l August 1969, the 168th Engineer Ba~talion 
(Combat was transferred from the 159th Engineer Group to the 79th 

6 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

I -v--• I., 

- - - .. ---j. 
I.• ? 

I 
,I 
:; __________ - -· - -- -- -



. 
,, 

., I 

>. 

~ I 

' i 
j 

' 
'! 
- t 

ft 
-:.1 ~ 
• I 

: ~ 
' I 

! 

\ 

.. 

.. 

Engineer Group. Since joining the Group in August, they have deployed 
companies to Dau Tieng, Quan Loi, and Cu Chi. Effective l November 
1969, the 595th Engineer Company (Light Equipment) is being transferred 
from the 15th Engineer Group to the 79th Engineer Group and further 
attached to the 168th Engineer Battalic-n at Cu Chi. The 554th Engineer 
Battalion will complete its redeployment to Lai Khe in late November. 
Uuring the month of November the Group will lose the 515th Asph~lt 
Platoon and the 544th Engineer Company (Construction Support) to the 
159th Engineer Group. 

n. 66th Engineer Company (Topographic) 

l, General: The 66th Engineer Company remained located on the 
Plantation Compound, Long Binh, RVN • 

2, Command: CPT Billie A, Harkins remained in command o( the 
66th Engineer Company. The company remained attached to the 79th 
~·ngineer Group and under operational control of the H&I Division, 
USARV Engineer Section. 

J. Personnel, Administration, Morale, and ~lsclpline: 

A. Personnel: The unit has a critical ~hortage of personnel in 
the 547th Engineer Detachment (Hap Depot) as the detachment is down 
to 53% strength. The company has a critical shortage of NC0 1s, one 
each in the following HOS 1s: 81D40, 76V40, 94840, and two in 81C40. 
The unit has not had a Reproduction Equipment Repairman, MOS 41K, 
assigned for a long period of time. 

b. Morale: The morale of the ~nit remains at a very high level 
as is evidenced by the continuously high production output. 

c. Discipline: Disciplinary actions remained low, with 6 
ArttclP. 15 1 s and t~o Court Hartials. 

4. Intelligence and Counterintelligence: This unit continues to 
provide support in this field through the printing and distribution 
or mapping intelligence and survey data. 

5. Operations: 

a. Major projects completed during this period were the production 
of ~ap controlled mosaics and reprinting of map sheets of Series L7014 
and 1.001. 

b, The unit has undertaken the direct support of Task Force Alpha, 
n USAF unit located in Thailand. The support consists of overprinting 
selected topographic maps in support of their mission. The project 
started in August and will continue for un indefinite period. 

C, 104th Engineer Company (Dump Truck) 
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l. General: The 104th Engineer Company remained stationed at 
Long Bint Post in Camp Frenzell Jones. 

2. Collllland: Change of command ceremonies were conducted by COL 
.\. L. Wright, 79th Engineer Group Conrnander, on 22 September 1969, when 
CPT Bruce E. Brockway assumed command • 

3. Personnel Administration, Morale and Discipli"!!: During the 
reporting period there was one Special Court Martial and 10 men were 
administered punishment under Article 15, Uniform Code of Military 
Justice. The average company strength was 104 enlisted, l Warrant 
Officer, and J Coarnissioned Officers. · 

4. lntelli1ence and Counterintelligence: The 104th Engineer 
Company (DT) receive~ continuous distribution of inteiligence documents 
from the 79th Engineer Group (Const) Headquarters. Requests for g~anting, 
validating and upgrading security clearances are submitted as r~quired. 

5. Pfana, Operations and Training: 

a. Operations: 

(l) During the reporting period the 104th Engineer Company (DT) 
continued to· ••rv• its primary mission of the operation of dump trucks 
for movement of bulk materials in support of the 79th Engineer Group 
(Const). ,Durin1 the period of 6 - 8 August 1969, the issue of 28 GHC 
20-t~n LOC dump trucks to the company significantly increased the hauling 
capability of the unit. In September, the company was organized into 
a 5-ton tactical dump truck platoon with 25 5-ton dump :rucks and a 20-
ton dump truck platoon. Operators for the 20-ton dump trucks were 
trained hy civilian instructors for 20-ton dump trucks and for the 6 CY 
transit mixers. 

(2) During the reporting period, dump trucks of the 104th Engineer 
Company (OT) accumulated 359,019 miles, hauling 31,844 cubic yards of rock, 
10,223 cubic yards of sand and 4,102 tons of asphalt. 

b. Training: Required replacement training was given to newly 
assigned personnel. Vehicle operators received refresher training in 
the preparation and maintenance of TAERS Forms and in operator maintenance 
responsibiliti••• Special training was conducted for all personnel on 
the operation, care and cleaning of the Ml6Al rifle and f1miliarization 
firing was conducted 19 October 1969. 

6. Logistics: During the period 6 - 8 August 1969, 28 20-ton 
dump trucks were issued to the unit in support of the Line of Co11111Unica­
tions Improvement Program. 

7. Force Development: N/A 
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9, Civic Action: N/A 

D. 500t~ Engineer Company (Panel Bridge) 

l, Genera 1: The 500th Engineer Comp,my (PB) remained stationed at 
Long Binh Post in Camp Frenzell Jones. 

2, Command: Change of command ceremonies were conducted by Colonel 
A. L. Wright, 79th Engineer Group Commander, on 22 August 1969 when CPT 
Torbjorn Onunundson assumed command, 

J. Personnel, Administration, Morale, and Discieline: During the 
reporting period, the 500th Engineer Company (PB) maintalncd high indivi­
dual morale with few disciplinary problems, There were no court m~rtials 
and 8 punishments under ,\rticle 15, UCMJ. 

4, Intelligence and Counte~inteliigencc: The 500th Engineer 
Company (PB) receives continucus distributior. of intelligence documents 
Crom the 79th Engineer Group Headquarters and higher ~chelons. Requests 
for granting, validating, and upgrading of security clearances are 
submitted as required. 

5, Plans, Operations, and Training: 

A. During the reporting period the 500th Engineer Company (Panel 
Bridge) served in both its primary mission of providing panel bridge 
support and technical assistance and in its secondary mission of 
providing dump truck support to the 79th Engineer Group and other units 
in the Ill Corps area. 

b. Tha company completed seven separate bridge missions during 
the period. 

c. Total rock haul for the quarter was 14,232 tons, ~090 CY of 
sand, and 490 tons of asphalt. 

d. Training: Required replacement training was given to all newly 
nrrlved personnel. Weekly training, conducted by the compa"y, was held 
within the company area and attendance was mandatory. On 30 September 
1969 tlte c..,mpany was issued and trained in the use of M-16 rifles. 

6, Logistics: At the end of September, thi~ company received ten 
5-ton dump trucks on hand receipt from the 104th Engineer Company (DT) 
imd six 5-ton dump trJcks from the US Army Depot, Long Binh, 

7. Force Development: N/A 
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8. Insp~ General: A CMMI was given to the 500th Engineer 
Company (PB) by ~he 20th Engineer Brigade on 15 September 1969. The 
overall rating was satisfactory. 

9. Civic Action: This unit operates in support of the 2d Air 
Force Advisor~, team from Bien Hoa Air Base in supporting the Ho Nhi 
Vien orphanage located in the nearby village of Ho Nhi. 1\lo loads of 
3/411 rock (20 t:.ons) and one load of sand were provided to the orphanage. 

SECTION II, LESSOHS LEARNED, COHMANDER 1S OBSERVATION, EVALUATION, AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. PERSONNEL: 

l. Officer Replace~nts: 

a. Observation: Advance information has not been provided on 
company grade office1r replacements arriving at the 79th Enginee:­
Group. Often, due to losses within a battalion, an officer must be 
assigned to staff position without any prior experiente, only to have 
a qualified replacement for that position assigned within a matter of days. 

b. Evaluation: The lack of advance backzround information on new 
officf!r arrivals has prevented the i1nplementation of an effective officer 
man~gement program. 

c~ Rec<D11endation: Advance !nformation on new officer personnel should 
be made available at least 30 days prior to their arrival to facilitate 
officer rea11ignments and reduce officer turbulance within the Group. 

B. OPERATIONS: 

l. Survey Platoon Projects: 

a. Observation: The Survey Platoon of the 66th Topographic Company 
nuspended work on the Delta Traverse project pending a review by USARV 
Mapping and lntellig~nce Division. 

b. Evaluation: With the comi~g of the dry season, there is not 
sufficient work to keep.the platoon fully employed in topographic 
surveying. Although the company is constantly encouraging units requir­
ing survey work to contact its operations section, only construction­
type low order work is available. 

c. iecc-.ndation: That with the suspension of the project in 
the Delta, •asures be taken to employ the platoon in 2d and 3d order 
survey projects. If this is not accomplish~d the advantages of the dry 
season will be lost. 
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2. Topographic Map Overprinting: 

a. Observation: One of the major operations in a Reproduction 
Platoon of the Engineer Company (Topographic)(Corps) is the overprinting 
of existing topographic maps from the marginal area on the individual 
sheets supplied by the depot. 

b. Evaluation: The printing presses utilized in the Engineer 
Company (Topographic)(Corps) are single color sheet-fed presses. It 
is impossible to set them so as to position the image to be printed in 
a different position on each sheet passing through the press. The 
press is set so that the image being printed falls in the same 
position of each sheet. This is done mechanically by the press 
immediately before it receives the overprint impression. Consequently, 
if the marginal area to the edges of the sheet varies within a stack 
of maps, it is impossible to pass them through the press for an over­
print impression and have the overprint image fall in the same ~osition 
on each sheet. This situation cannot exist due to th~ critical 
registration required on the overprint. 

c. Recommendation: That units of the Topographic Command such as 
the Base Battalions and the Graphic Arts Division of the Topographic 
Command, who print 22 11x30 11 map sheets two up on their large presses, 
control the gripper and side guide margins when trinming out the sheets. 
Unless this is done and register is able to be maintained in the field 
by the smaller units, it will constantly remain an impossibility. This 
is especially true when a large number of sheets are required to be 
overprinted. 

3. Soil Cement: 

a. O~servation: Lessons learned on soil cement - Tay Ninh Airfield 

b. Evaluation and Recommendations: 

(1) Soil cement is best compacted with the 27-ton Hyster compactor 
(sheepsfoot), followed by the 50-ton compactor. Use Hyster until it 
walks out and then use 50-ton. Vibratory compaction does~ work, as 
it tends to crack the soil-cement. 

(2) Time is definitely a factor in compacting soil cement. Compaction 
should not be delayed more than 30 minutes after mixing, due to the 
hydration of the cement. 

(3) The 27-ton Hyster can successfully co~pact lifts up to eight 
inches compacted thickness. 

(4) After placing a lane of soil cement, it is necessary to shave 
off the edges of the lane. This is because compactors cannot adequately 
compact soil on the outside edges of the lift. However, this is not 
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necessary if adjacent lanes are placed nearly si111.:ltaneously. If this 
is the case, the compactor can compact the adjoining lane edges together 
(as in an asphalt hot joint). 

(5) Soil cement should be wet cured until it is covered with another 
lift or with RC 800 on the final lift. Curing is as important a factor 
in soil cement as in concrete. 

(6) Better results are obtained if soil is mixed slightly on the 
high side of OMC (approximately% percent above). This is because 
som~ mosture losn, due to evaporation, can be expected between mixing 
and compaction. This is even more important on hot, sunny or windy 
days. 

(7) It ts important to watch for changes in the soil being 
stabJ.lized after construction begins. Significant changes within the 
borrow pit could become so pronounced as to change the design parameters. 

(8) Working at night offered advantages of better control on 
moisture content, higher production rates and no delays due to approaching 
aircraft. Disadvantagus were that no survey work could be done for 
final elevations and also preuented an additional safety hazard ~o 
personnel working around moving vehicles. 

(9) For plant maintenance, equipment should be kept on hand to 
make conveyor belt repairs, which ca,1 be the cause of considerable 
delays. 

(10) Cement auger should be cleaned out daily at the end of operations. 
Otherwise, lost time will result due to the cement setting up within the 
auger. 

(11) Plant operations would be enhanced if two teams of two men each 
were used to break open cement bags. Alternating shifts of 30 minutes 
each would probably keep the cement hopper full and avoid delays while 
the cement bag breakers catch up. 

4. Stockage oi Sand at Selected Locations: 

A. Observation: The observation of an RMK-BRJ dredge in support 
of OICC operations at Phu Cuong led to the procurement of 30,000 CM 
of sand. 

b. Evaluation: Sand requirements at all forward areas fo1• this 
Group's AOR must be hauled from the Long Binh/Bien Hoa area. Coordina­
tion through USAECAV and OICC led to a contract to pump 30,000 CM of 
sand at Phu Cuong in addition to the requirements of OICq. 

c. Recommendation: Taking advantage of this opportunity allowed 
this Group to stockpile sand at five locations throughout its AOR. 
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This has alleviated some problems for concrete sand and a s~lect fill 
material while greatly assisting elements in the field by not having 
horizontal assets tied up hauling sand from the Long Binh/Bien Hoa 
area. 

5. Revetment Design: 

a. Observation: It was noted that certain revetments with one 
side wall perpendicular to the ground and the other wall at a diagonal 
to the ground have a tendency for failure. 

b. Evaluation: In the unsynunetrical trapezoidal cross-section 
described above, the resultant vector of the forces in the downward 
direction does not go through the middle of the base of the revetment. 
The pressure reaction of the soil under the revetment is also trapezoidal. 
As a result, the revetment tilts. 

c. RecoJllllendation: In places where possible, revetments should be 
constructed synrnetrical so that the resultant vector. goes through the 
center of the base. Where there is a requirement for an unsynrnetrical 
cross-section an appropriate i::,oting should be provided. 

C. TRAINING: None 

D. INTELLIGENCE: None 

E. LOGISTICS: 

l. Shortage of Lithographic Press Plates: 

a. Observation: During the report period, the 66th Topographic 
Company has not received Lithographic Press Plates, FSN 3610-200-1700, 
through the normal supply channels. The unit has borr~wed 950 plates 
from the ARVN Topographic Company that must be replaced. 

b. Evaluation: If it were not for the ARVN Topographic Company 
loaning the unit press plates, the reporduction capability of the unit 
would have been stopped in August 1969 and drastically affected the 
mission of the unit. 

c. Recommendation: That positive action be taken to expedite the 
outstanding requisitions for the Lithographic Press Plates FSN 3610-
200-1700. This Unit Document No. 02/9134138 for 800 plates has not yet 
been filled. If the company was authorized to order all technical 
supplies directly from Topographic Command rather than through normal 
supply channels, the problem of receiving the usable press plates would 
not exist. This problem was discussed in the last report and to the 
best of our knowledge no action has been taken to correct 'it. Three 
hundred press plates were received in an unserviceable condition 
because of improper packing and exposure to the elements. 
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2. Operational Stocksge I.eyel; 

a. Observation: Considerable time delay ws noted in gottine 
sufficient Class r:v mo.terial on hand for operational/combat support 
projects. 

b. Evaluation: A review of past OS/CS projects revealed co1m1on 
supplies were required for these projects. The OS/CS projects 
rept't!sented approximately 80% of all directives issued to the 79th 
Engineer Group. In order to be responsive to these directives an 
opcratinG stockage level had to be developed. An OSL was established 
consisting of 128 line items, including 321,000 BF of lumber, 950 
pieces of culvert, and plumbing/electrical supplies. After two (2) 
months, the OSL has 52 lines at zero balance. The majority o( these 
zero balanc~ lines are lumber and plumbing supplies. 

c. Recommendation: That engineer field units directly involved 
with OS/CS projects be authorized an Operational Stockage Level in 
order to be responsive to tactical con111anders. 
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AVBI-05 ( 14 Nov 69) 1st Ind 
SUBJECT: Operational Report or 79th tngineer Group for Period 1nding JI 

October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) 

DA, HEADQUAR'l"JW.S, 201'H ENGINEER BRIGADE, APO 96491 5 DEC 1969 

TO: Cornmandins General, United States Arnv Vietnam, AT1'!J: AVHGC-UST, 
APO 96375 
Assistant Chief of Staff for Fore~ Development, Department of the Arnu, 
Nashington, D. C. 20310 

1. Submitted in accordance with USARV Regulation 525-15, dated lJ April 1968 • 

2. This headquarters concurs with the submitted report wot.h the followin3 
comments: 

a. Section II2 paraP,raph B1 2 page 9: All Brigade units have been 
infon:ted of the availability of the Survey Platoon services in order that 
this unit may be utilized to assist in survey requirements of the Bripade 
construction program. 

b. Section II2 paragraph E1 1 page 12: Coordination is being made with 
ICCV to determine if requisitions for Lithographic Press Plates can be made 
directLy or hand carried. Also, action is being taken to see if a ~elease 
can be obtained for those already on request. 

FOR '!'HI: COlt.MANDER: 

Copy Furnished: 
CO, 79th Engr Gp 

A-.\ ,, , l --~ r _ __,,,--- p • 

-~y ·, 

/5 

Major, AGC 
Adjutant 
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AVHGC-:OOT ( 14 Mov 69) 2d Ind 
SUBJECTs Operational ~port ot 79th Engf.ne"'r 0:rc"lp (Const.ruction) tor 

Period indixtt, 31 October 1'.1<:.!] 

HEA~UARTERS, UlllTED STATF.s ARM!, VIiTMAM~ APl) Sci·i 1''.N:.ncilico 96375 2 6 OEC1969 

TO: C~m:ntier in Chief, United St&tH 't~~.,., J?~\ii'i'ic, A,•l')h GPOP-DT, 
APO 96.558 

1 • Thia budqa&rtera bu roviewd the ~-:._?~~J.o~ >..~~rf,••lAHona !Aarned 
tor the quarterly period ondi.ni 31 Octot-• .,. 17b9 .f~ H~d.G_un.r~ora, 79th 
Engineer Or<Mlp. • 

2. eo-nta follows 

a. BefeNDc• itea conc•rninc 11Peraom.~l;~, :.'(~d:,if.)}1 I, page 6, paragraph 
s-,,. 'fbe 20th 'EIIS.DMr Bri.pde ia at or on1• t-.il'~Ml'i~ti. otrength in MOO 81ll40, 
7·W40, and 41~. They' &N beinl equitabl7 ~~;.,±i~ \:1th the USARV cOIZlllll.Ild 
4'.'f'~:a&• 1n· 94640 and aN progra.ed w Ncdw tll next arulabl• 81C40. 

b. Reference ita. conc•mi7ll •ottic•r ~p1.ac .. nta11 , Hction II, page 9, 
paragraph J.1. In new ot th• nq_uiaition lead tiM gt eight aontha prior to 
th• requi.NMnt 1:'.~th., the COllPIJJ1' &r&d• otfic•r accelerated promotion prograa, 
int~'!l'~~r~ J'M■aiSDMnt• and other per.ann~l c,;,.urbulence, thia headquartAra 
eanaot pNll"UI OMplll,T arade o!tic•r Npl&cwnt• in adnnc• or t~ir arriwl 
in Vietua. ~otiMllta &N ul!ped ap1ut mating requi.Na.,nta upon 
arri wl. in ocnmt17. The 20th ~er Bripd• c•J)&D1' grade otti~r atNngth 
cc:apue• fa110rabq with other unHa within Us.ARV. It 1• anticipatod that 
replace.nt■ will contilme to be proTided in autticient nUllb•r to Nplac• loHea. 

c. iettl"QN it• conc•rnin& 11T0po&rapbic Map 0Nrprl.nting11 , Hction II, 
pap 10, paracHph B2J nonconc:ur. The problt.a of nonumt\?nli.t7 ot regiatration 
will mat in u;J' o&ff W.N int,endngled. stoca printed b7 di!teNnt apnci .. 
are ·preaent. The probl.ea baa been aolwcl b7 in-ccunt17 Nprinti.ni ot baN 
atocka when a NqUirnlnt tor owrprinting ia dawlo~d. For ....U overprint 
requi.NMnt1, auttici•nt. oopi•• of & aingl.e pNH run are uaual.ly awilable 
and v1ll prcm.de um.tom t"Ogiatration. 

d. Werenc• it.a concorninc "Soil C..nt•, Nction II, page 10, parqraph 
B3J concnzr. '!bl reco..,ndation ·ot pMrag:rapb Jb(1) ia appropriate only' it 110N 
than i2 percent. of t!M ■oil being ued. pa1111 the l200 1ine. The ltrater 
ccapactor llhould not be uHd it l.eiu, than 12 p1rcent ot the soil pa11t1 the 
f2JjJ aim. In adctition the final lUt u,- bt H&l.td by UH ot the pneumatic­
tued coapactor • . 

•• W•i•M• it. conoerninc "Shortage of Litbograpbic Pre■- Platea", aec­
tion II, pap 12, puqrapb S1 and 11t IndorMMnt,, paragraph 2b; nonconcur. 
ThlN 1• CRll'Nlltq no 1bortap ot Li.tbographic PlatH., FSH .3610-200-1700 • 
.AcUOll ba1 belll taken to 1&tiaf7 tbi• unit• ■ Nquinante. A change in extat­
lll nJIPlT chumel■ WCNld not produce a:q d11c1rnibl1 adftlltage. 

I i .~. 

---~,---
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: . ' 

' • i 

d 
. 1 

: ,. I 

I 
; j 

• 

• 
I 

'. ~ 
SI 

'I 

I 
. " ~ 

' ; 

,.. 

AVHGC-DST ( 14 Nov e9) 2d Ind ., 'l j~f·'-
SUBJ~CT: Operational Report of 79th Enginee~ Group (Construction) for 

Period Ending Jl October 1969 

f. Heference item concerning 110perational Stockage Level", section II, 
page 13, paragrkph E2; concur. However, several of these it~ms are command 
controlled and will not be availabl~ for unit stockage until the supply 
status improves. 

FOR THI:. COMliAN~.i::it: 

Cy furn: 
79th Engr Gp 
20th Engr Bde 
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GPOP-DT ( U Nov 69) 3d Ind 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 79th Engineer Group (Construction) 

for Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) 

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 6 JAN ~ ~ ... 
TO: Assistnnt Chief or Storr for Force 1>evelop111ent, DcpnrLrncnt of the 

,\rmy, Wnshington, D. C. 20310 

This hcadquart~rs concurs in suoject report as lndorscd. 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 

C. L. 5~0RTI 
CPT, AGC 
~tAG 

,• 
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DOCUMENT CONTROL DAT A • R & D 
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1111, O,\CSFOR, DA, Washington, o.c. 20310 
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Opcr.itionnl Report - Lessons Lcnrncd, HQ, 79th Engineer Group 
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f.x1•1.-r. ,,1•t 1.tS or u11lt. cnsngcd In counterinsurgcnc:t OE era t io!!_S, l Aug_ 69 to 31 Oct 69. 
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co, 79th Enginc~r Group 
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