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1. Forwar&bd‘as inclosure is Operational Repurt - Lessons Learned, -
Headquarters, 17th Gombat Aviation Group for quarterly period ending 31 ol
January 1967. Information contained in this report should be reviewed S
and evaluated by CDC in accordance with paragraph 6f of AR 1-19 and by -
CONARC in accerdance with paragraph 6c and d of AR 1-19. Evaluations
and corrective actions should be reported to ACSFOR OT within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter.
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o DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY - ' ﬁ
% HEADQUARTERS 17TH COMBAT AVIATION CRCIJP ;
.- APO San Francisco 96240 |
& ) ’ - '
-t AVOD-SC _ 12 February 1967 ~ :
i
ﬁj? SUBJECT : Operational Report fwr Qnarterly Period ending 31 Janvary 1967, H
RCS CSFOR-65
- “ -
” . T0:  Ses Bistribution
@ oL .
: SECTION I: SIMIFICANT CURGANIZATIONAL OR UNIT ACTIVITIES
= 1, (C) General K -
N i\ Mission: 'The 17th Combat Aviation Group is to provide
aviation support, as directed, t United States Republic of Vietnam, and other
Free World Military Assistance Forces for the conduct of combat, loglstical or
other counterinsurgency operations. ;
$ . b. Organization and i%%enqﬂx as of 31 jamuery 1967 i
} (1) HHC 17TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUP

HHG 10TH CAB HHC 14TH CAB HHC 52D CAB  HHC 223D SAR 1

48TH AHC ‘ 161ST AHC ' 119TH AHC 18TH TAC E

117TH AHC . 174TH AHC 155TH AHC 131ST SAC E

120TH AHC 282D AlC 170TH AHG 183D RAC g
| 2B1ST AHC 196TH ASHC 179TH ABHC  2197H RAC

180T ASHC " 220TH RAC

CAG = Combat Aviation Group
CAB = Combat Aviation Battallon
CSAB = Combat Support Aviation Battalion
RAC = Reconnaisgance Alrplane Company (0O-1)
UAC = Utility airplane Company (Ul-A)
' SAC = Surveillance Airplane Company (OV-1)
AHC = Assauvlt Helicepter Company (UH-1)
ASHC = Assault Support Helicopter Company (CH-47).

(2) Group strength as of 3) January 1967
QADED AT § VEAR INTERVALS: . ,
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| o CONFIDENTIAL

| AVGD-SGC 12 February 1867
SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report foi* Quarterly Period ending 31 Januwary 1967.
HCS CSFOR-65

STRENGTH AUTH/ASGD

OFFIGER WARRART OFFICER  ENLISTED
Hg 17th Cbt Avn (p 18/29 2/5 65/122
10th bt Avn Bn 100/149 241/201 1269/1349
14th Cbt Avn Bn 83,108 162/103 630/731
524 Cbt Avn Bn 86/144 188/182 1190/2129
223d Cbt Avn Bn 195/172 37/58 870/1123
TOTAL 462/602 830/529 o 4224 /4454

(3) Aviator Strength.

17th Cbt Avn Gp 1s authorized 0% of TOE stirength.

S R4 'R SRP R BN TR

ULy 0% AUTH/ASGD
. Hq 17th Cbt Avn Gp 11/24
E 10th Cbt Avn Bn 299/328
14th Cbt Avn Bn 195/200
il 523 Cbt Avn Bn 238/280
fggx 223d Cbt Avn Bn 1¢7/210
s TOTAL : 940/1042

-

(4) Group orzanization and structure including assigned,
attached, and units under OPCON is shown in Inclosure 10.

a;ﬁf ¢. Command Relationship

) (1) Gol John Y. Marr, Infantry, Commanded the 17th CAG
vm throughout this reporting period.
',:i% (2) Change of command

*

‘a. On 15 November 1966, LTC William R. Ponder, Armor,
asswiied comnand of the ld4th CAB, vice LTC Samuel P. Kalazlan, Inf,

h

| b. On 21 December 1966, LTC Paul C. Smithy, 'rc, assumed
i comaand of the 524 CA3, vice LTC Foy Rice,. Inf.

d. Organizational Changes

B sl

f : (1) " 31 December 1966 two (2) medium airplane companies

i CONFIDENTIAL .9
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' CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-SC ' 12 Pebrusry 1967

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period ending 31 Jgnuary 1967.
: ‘RCS CSPFOR-65

Force. -

~ (CV-2 Carribou) were with: aym from the 223d CSAB and transferred to the US Air

(2) The 196th ASHC (CH~47) advance party arrived in country
at Nha Trang, RVN on 21 January 1967. This unit is assigned to the 1l4th
CAB at Camp Lsne, An Son, RUN. Operational date will be determined upor
arrival of aircraft and main body persomnel.

2. () Intelligence
2. Hscape & Evasion

(1) A full time E-5 Officer arrived 1 January 1967
at 17th CAG. Quotas for the USAF Pacific Jungle Survival School are being
filled by E & B Officers and OV-1 aviators. Survival vests have bheen
iszued to the 13lst Aviation Company, and light weight individual survival
gits are on order for the other units. Plastic fvasion Maps have been Zssued
to all units.

3. (C) Operations and Training 4ctivities

' a. Plans: Support of all major opersticns requiring aviation
support within II CTZ was planned and supported by 17th CAG. CG, IFTORCEV
initiated requests for aviation support for all operations that were conducted
during this pericd.

b. Operations

(1) mMarrative Summary of Siwnificant Operations suoported by
17th CAQ assigned units. ’

Operé.tion . AVN Units Opn Dates Major Unit (s)
Paul Revers 117th AHC 18 Oct ~ 31 Dec 2 Bde ‘4th Inf Div
155th ANHC
170th AHC

179th ASHC

Sam Hcuston 155th aliC 1 Jan-TBA
170th AHC
179th aHC

2 Bde 4th Inf Div

Pickett 117th AHC 8 Dec - R0 Jan lst Bde 101 Abn Div
129th AHC
18Cth ASIHC

Geronimo I 48th AHC 15 Oct ~ 4 Dec 1st Bde 4th Inf Div
: 117th AHC
129th AnC
179th ASHC

CONFIDENTIAL - 3
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AVGD-3C

CONFIDENTIAL

12 February 1967

SUBJECL: Operational Report for Quarterly Period anding 31 January 1957,
RCS CSFQ[i-S5

Adams

'ars agut

Thayer II

Attleboro

Glnera

Shiuing Brass

Tac Pong 11T

Flwu Long 511

Maong o Vi

Maen:; o VII

Maen ; Ho VIII

Chenn, Song

Ma Do I

48th AHC

117th
129th
175th
180tn

117th
129th
180th

118th
179th

117th
170%h

170tk

155th
170th

1615t
174th
180thL

l6l1st
174th
180th

16lst
174th
180th

161st
174th
160th

161st
174th
179th
180th

161st
174th
179th
180t

161st
174th
180th

AHC
AHG
ASHA
ASHC

AHC
AHC
ASHC

AHC
ASHC

AHC
AHC

AHG

AllC
AHC

AHC
AHC
EVH

AHG
ARG
AlC

AHC
AHC
AHC

AHC
AHC
ARG

AHC
AHC
AHC
ANC

AHG
LHC
O
ASHEG

AHC
AHGC
ASHGC

26 Cct - TBA

26 Jan - TBA

3 Sep -~ 14 Jan
10 - 21 wov

Recurring

Recurring

17 - 20 Dec

15 ~ 15 Dec

4 Oct = 9 Hov

1l - 25 Hov

& Jar - TRA

2 Jan ~ TRA

Rl Jan ~ TBA

CONFIDENTIAL

lst Bde 4th Inf Div

1st Bde 10lst Abn Div

1st Cav Div
II Force V

5th Srg

Sth SFG

ARVN

ARVN

CAPROK Inf Div

CAPROX Inf Div

CAPROY Inf Niv

CAPRCX Inf Div

oth ROZ Inf Div
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CONFIDENTIAL

© . AVGD-SC ' 12 February

-SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period ending 31 January 1967,
- RCS CSFOR-65 :
Baek Ma I 161st AHC 28 Jan - TBA Sth ROK Inf Div
. “174th AHC
178th AHC

180th ASHC
Crazy Horse 174th AHC 31 Ocbt - 4 Dec lst Cav Div
cs Training

(1) Personnel from the 10th, 14th, ‘and 524 CAB received
training for handling and use of XM 27 mine and XM 47 nine dispersing sybsystem,

Bach battalion sent 10 personnel for training which was conducted during January
1967,

(2) Newly arrived aviators have received unit training and
standardization. .

_(3) Aviators from A Cowpsny, 4th Infantry gviation fSompany
trained with 14th and 524 CAB's. Training included in-country checkout and
flying in combat heliborne operstions, .

(4) Fscaps and Evasion tralning in the ”hilipines is eurrently
beinz conducted for OV-1 and N-1 Pilots. 4n active proeram for “&R® training
i3 being formilated by 17th CAG,

(8) Mechanics from all units are continuing to attend AANTAP
coursss.

4, (C) Logistical Activities
a. Maintenance Activities

(1) During reported period average aircraft availability
was 75,4, average BEDP rate was 8.7, and “0M rate was 15.9.

5. (¢) signal
a. sdquipment:

(1) The Sroup Signal .ection and signal sections of each
battalion are still exp:riencing shortajus of teletype and single side band
radios. MTOE!'s have b:en gubmitted adding suificient quantities of equipwent,
however, the items are not available for issue. 7ith a few exceptions, most of
the 8SB radioa on hand have been removed from aircraft and pslletized for
ground opera*ions.

(2) additlonal equipment shortages which prewvail throu-zhout
the Aviation Group, and evidently throughout Vietnam, is the sbortapgs of PP-34
and PP-1104 power supplies. These items are needed to provide D¢ power for
operation of dismounted radios.

' CONFIDENTIAL 5
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CONFIDENTIAL i

AVGD-SC 12 Febyrusry 19067
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Guarterly Period ending 31 January 1967,
RCS CSFOR~-86S

b, Communications:

(1) The Group Signsl Section has perforrsd command
inspections of esch of its battalion commcenters except the 2R3d CSAR Cowmcenter.
This battalion will be inspected during the month of February. The ccmrand
inspections were held prior to the annual security inspection conducted by
the 313th RRU unit. All units scored high.

6. (U) Aviation Medicine.

a. TFacilities. The addition of an OA Dispensary in the 17th
Combat Aviation Group area will lighten the sick-call load, and free the
Group Surgeon to treat only flying persomnel. The dispensary became operational
en 25 January 67, and will treat all nen-flying personnel in the Lon Tan
Cumplex,

b." " Personnel. Geographical displacement of ccmpanies away from
the Battalion area has placed a buwrden upon the propsr utilization of Flight
Surgeons. Whereas 200 flying personnel can be casily token care of by one
Flight Surgeon, 100 flying personncl in fwo seperate locations requires two
Flight Surgeons. Flight Surgeons are therefore being limited to treating
and ars not being afforded the opportunity to investigote other aspects of
Aviation medicine., Additicnal Flight Surgecns are required to handlc situations
azgravated by geomraphical displacement of Aviation uniis,

7. (U) Flight Safety

a. Period 1 November 19686 - 31 January 1967

Ry i T0ML
Major Accidents 29 10 %9
Combat Losscs ) 3 4 7
Forced Landings 8 2 10
Precautionary landings 14 13 27
Indidents 17 5 22

b, Alreraft Accid:ints
Hovember 11 3 14 41,7 8
Decenber 13 . 5 18 58.1 8
January 5 23,3 1

2 |
CONFIDENTIAL 4
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© AVOD-SC 12 February 1967

SUSJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly PFeriod ending 31 January 1687,
’ RG0S CSFOR-65

¢, Combat Attriticn

MONTH - RW W TOTAL FATALITIES MT 33ING
November z 1 3 9 0
December 1 1 2 0 €
January 0 4 rd 2 o

- Incidents ,

P/L F/L -

B FM B M EA RM
Wovember 4 3 7 4 2 0
December 9 0 2 4 X 1
January 4 2 5 ) 4 1

e, Cumulative accident rate per 100,000 hours flying time during
period: 41,1

Part I QObservations (Lessons Learned)
1. (U) “orsonnel
a. Item - Infusion

Discussion: Two infuslon programs were undertaken, Cn
10 Hovember a total of 10 aviators and 58 EM wore infused between the 17Sth
A3S4C and thz 180th ASHC. On R0 Deceitber a total of 18 aviators werc infus.d
witi. the 4t Aviation Battalion, 4tk Ini Dav. The merits of large scale in-
fusion of newly arrived units versus rcteontica of unit integrity is nlways
debatable. However, since curtailmeut of aviators is not acceplable as a
means of overcoming a DEROS hump, lorze scale Infusion becomss the most accept-
able means to tois end. The Group plan for infusion of newly arrived leld-
copter companics entails use of aircraft slices. 1in aireraft slice included
one helicopter crew ( two aviators, two crew members) and a representative slice
of other backup maintenance ncrsonnel. Each slice included two cofficors and
six EM, the same overall ratio between officers and ™M in the company apgregate.
Since 17th Group presently has 10 sssault helicopior companies assigned, each
company can provide two aircraft slices for infusion, with persomnel of varying
DEk0Se  In thds way, the newly arrived unit will have ne EIROS hump after
becoming operational.

Observation: The infusion programs conductcd during this
period have proven successiul in roducing-the ilmpact of D ROS huups.

b. Iteg_- Peraonne; Shortapes

CONFIDENTIAL 7
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-3C 12 February 1967
SUBJECT: uperational Report for Quarterly Period ending 31 January 1967.
RCS CSFOR-6S.

Discussion: Even though the aggrejgate strength of the Airoup
remained high, perscnnel short-ges jn certain critical areas has an adverse
effect ou operations. Infantry trained perscnnel (11B) who serve as gunners, path
finders, and members of the security force, fell short because of heavy rotation
and requisition short fall. Aireralt Tzeh Inspectors (#0S 67W) fell to 29%
because of rotation and failure to requisition shortazes, The basic aircraft
maintenance series (MOS 67 and 68) fcll to 77% because of rotatiocnal loss and
requisition short fall, A large percentage of 67 MOS personnel are school trained
in the basic aircraft maintenance MOS, but are not sufficiently skilled to be
capable of supervising. The major problem therefore, is not one of numbers,
but of gkill level among the number assign-.d.

Observation: HNecessary corrsctive action has been taken to
help resolve the replacement problem. Steps taken include directing sub-
ordinate units to properly requisition ajzainst authorized strengthe, informal
discussion with higher headquartcers regarding replacements, and submissicn of
amerrency requisitions when deemed nucessary.

2, (C) Intelligence
a. Item: Enemy Use of Friendly Telephones

Discussion: Prior tv and during the mortar attack on
Camp ollaway Army Air rield, 6 and 9 Jarmuary 1967, an unidentified person
made relenione calls to the control tower and defensive bunkers. The enemy
has usod the existing comsmunicition systei to create confusion as well as -ain
informitivn on the defensive posture oi US Forces. A telephone line check
showed evidence of line tupping inside the perimeter. Individual calls were
made Lo the tower warning of an impunding attaeck and to a bunker requesting
informaiicn, The telephone still rouains an insecure means of conmunication
of whicu the enemy can gabhur informitvion, or makce deceptive calls.

Ubservabion: Continue emphasizing tclephone and radic

secritys Utilize cporsiicnel codes to avold talking around a clasgified
subject. &stablisi positive identification of the person on the othor end.

be Itom: Homing Device for UH~l Helicopters
Discussion: Survival radios now in use and ncwar mocels
scon to be issucd, transmlt a "Beeper"! signal for homing purposzs. Tho
Hucys can monitor this frequency, but do not have the ability to "home" on the

sipnal.

Observation: Ability to "home™ on "Beepers® signal (UHF 2430)
would aid in lcceating dowmed aircrews.

c. TItem: Survival and B & & Training

Discussion: Survival and E & E Training of. aircrews
while in-ccountry peses many Erqblem§e Oosrgtional committmente preclude lengthly

CONFIDENTIAL 4
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Cox . AVGD-3C 12 February 1967
' "SUBJECT: Operational Report for fuarterly Period ding 31 January 1967
RCS CSFOR-65

training programs and the dispcrsion of Army Aviation Units makes assembly

X of students difficult. There are no jungle areas in-couriry that could provide
- a secure training area. The loplstical, administrative, and manpow.r surport

¢ required by an in-country school would be burdénsoms.

_ Alrcrew members of OV~l units, by the nature of the missions flown, require
- thorough E & E Survival Training, This i3 also true, to 2 lesser extent of
81 and other fixed wing units. Helicoptor crew members have a decidedly reduced
R need for E & B/Survival Training as helicopber units generally ars able tc affect
plck~up of their downed personnel rapidly. Several factors permit this situation:

as. Helicopters are normally emvloyed in for-
maticns with recovory ships designated. '

b. The means of extraction (anothar helicopter)
i3 readily at hand.

¢s Most missions are within a relatively close
radius of frieuadly bases.

Observation: Out of country training in E - E and survival
is the most practical solution to this problem. Survival & E & E training
should be conducted for selected aviators in CONUS particularly to personnel
earmarked for combat F/W assignment.

3. (C) Operations
" a. Ttem - ROX Aviation Support

Disc\}g_sion: Continued increases in ROK operations have
demanded increased aviation support. This support has buen provided on an
austere basis due to US Force committments and limited aviation assets,

Obgervation: ROK Infautry Divisions in Vietnam should be
provided with orranic¢ aviation comparable to th 't of a US Infantry Division,

b. Item - Othier FWMAF Aviation Support

Discussion: 4n ever enlarging share of aviation support is-
being provided other FIMAF for combat, lopistical and othcr oparastions, In
some cases aircraft are committed to missions that could be ammomplished
by surfac: means if propsrly planned.

Obscrvation: Other FWMAF learn through experieuce with aviation
units and better understanding of aviation support under stress of combat

conditionse Active and forceful LNO rapidly cducate units on proper use and
cmployment of aircraft., - Some missions .ra limited unless complete mission
details are provided to insure proper utilization.

@) Doststie o NFIDENTIAL 7
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AVGD-SC " CONHDENT‘AL . -« 12 Februsry 1967

SURJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Perlod ending 31 Januvary 1987
RCS CSFOR-65

a. Item: Transportaticn thrcugh aerial ports

Discus~ion: On several occasions Juring the period we have
experienced difficulty with shipments throush aerial ports. On two shinments,
involving two 45 KW Generators (8,000 lbs) each time, it took at least 2 days
to obtain information of thc status of the shipments. One shipment of two
45 KW Generators (8,000 1lbs) was shipped as scheduled, but due to an erroneous
shipping ¢ode, the items were off~-loaded at the wrong port. (The wrong code
was assigned at depet, not by transportation personnel), The difficulty was
encountered trying to locite the shipment and its disposition. After verifi-
¢ition that the itens were shipped, it tock 2 days of phone e¢allins to get
the aerdal port at Da Nang to admit that they had in fact received thu shipment
of two 45 KW Generators, it tcok several days to determine if the items had
actually been shipped, and if so, wherc they were then located., There was much
miginformation on this as to when the items were shipped, mission numbers,
wher: items should be, etec. Actually items were loaded on A/0, then of f-loaded
and put back in acrial port. The ATCO (at CRB) was not informed cf this, thus
acce-unting for much of the misinformation, Other shipments through aerial norts
have had items missing upon arrival at destination. Some items were later
locnted, most were not. 20 pumps were presented for shipment at Saigon, destin-
ation Wha Trang. Uhen picked wp at Wha Trang, only 17 were shown ¢n the
document. Phons calls were made by 17th Aviation Group to Saigon. The next
day we were informed tc pick up 3 more pumps at MNha Trang Aerial Port.

Observaticn: It avpevrs that an improved system, or more
coordination between ATCO's and 4ir force, is necess'ry for better control
cf shipment and reccipt of cargo. Also, security of shipments must be imprecved
with a system tc determine if losses are cccurine while in flipght cr while at
the aerial port.

b, TItem: Mobor Transportation Support

Discussion: During & recent unit move, with discharge at Mha
Trang, TMA was called upon to provide additional velicles to supplemont unit's
TOK-vehicles. WNo vehicles of the type required were available at TMA, Bha
Trang. As a result we had to borrow flat bed trailers, and tractocs, plus
additional tractors from cther units in the area.

Observation: That TMA Nba Trang should be previded with
type venicles required to adequately perforwm transpoertation support missiqn.

c. Item: UH-1C Maintenance

Discussicn: Units equipped with 1964 and 1965 ssries TH-1C
aireraft have experienced censiderable diffienlty with the eclisctive friction
collet assembly. The retailning nut tighiens in flight and breaks wirc safeties,
Lhus requirine a recheck of collct friction, This check requires approxim~toly
2 man hours plus a functional test flight. '

Observation: M40 55-1520-211-30/14 (Improved Cellective Mast
Frietion Device) cdated 14 November 1965 provides a fix for this preblem and

CONFIDENTIAL /6
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-SC 12 Fobruary 1957
SUAJECT: Opsrational Report for Quarterly Period Inding 31 January 1967.
RCS CSFOR-65 :

should be apilied as socn as possible. A check with the l4th Transportation
Battalion (AMS) revealed that the subject MWD Xits are not available in RVIN.

5, (C) Signal
a. Item: Cormcn user teleophone and teletype systems.

Discussion:

(1) Aviation Battalions and isolated companies cperating
in the I and II Corps arcas have a very difficult task of communicating with
their senior headquarters through the common~user telephone and teletype sys-
tem. Although the system is adequate Cor unormal administrative traffic, it
does not provide our units with the means of passing perishable, quick reaction,
operaticnal traffic.

Observation:

(1) Aviation units when not co-locatcd with their senior
headquarters should havs sole-user voice circuits with their next higher
headguartors.

8. (U) Medical
a. Item: Flight Phrsicals
Discussion:

Enlisted men desiring Class I Physicals and flying per-
sonncl desiring Class ITII Physicals, found it difficuit, on many occasions,
to obtaln the services 6f a Flisht Swrgeon. This was dus to accomplishment
of their own pressing duties, and geographical dislocation away from the
Flight Surgeon, '

Observation: Battalion Surgeons have agrced to give physicals
at Battalion level te all people; who, in theilr opinion, would be in need of
a physical during the coming year towrs The paysical would be accouplished
prior to assignment down to ccmpany level. Tt is expected that this will
considerably reduce the confusion and travel time heretcfore encountered.

b. Ttem: Survival

Discussion:

A1l flying personnel should routinely check survival
squipment , emphasize wat.r availability on the alreraft, be familiar with
first-aid procedures, ‘and should know possible safe havens in thoe area
such as Special Forces Camps. ’

(bgervaticns: CONFIDENT'AL 7}
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AVGD-5C 12 February 1967
SUBJUCT: Operational Report for Quart.rly Period Ending 31 January 1967
RCS CSFOR-GE

The training of Escape and Evasion Officors, the availability
of Escape and Evasion Maps, the use of survival training schcools such as the
Us S. Alr Force school at Clark Alr Force Base, and the projected lectura
serices of the CGroup Surgeon and the Group Escape and Evasion Officer should
make all flying personnel AWARE of the nced o think SURVIVAL on each flight
in the Republic of Victnam.

7. (U) Safety
a, Item: Accident Reporiing Procedures

Disc ission: The practical aspect of aircraft accidunt in-
vestigaticn very often presents a problem in the field due to porsonnel tur-
bulcnece and the variance of establisned USARV combat zons roporting proccdures
with CONUS procodures. The quasticns usually asked by new unit safety officers
are primmrily concurned with what ferm to usc, is a beard required and what
reperls are requircd in each specific incident? Research of Rogelations is
often not practical in the combat environment.

Observation: A chart (Tnc) 9) was devisad which gives
iLmediabe information by type of incident on revorits required, type of
investigntion and number of investisating officers required. This chart
is a bandy quick roference for use in the fiold by operational undt safoty
officers.

Part I1, Rocomiendations
1. Personnel
a. No recomnmendations
b. Mo rucommendations
2. (U) 1Intellizence
a. Reccamend a heming deviec be installed on ot least two
2) UB-1 per company or that RDF dovices currvently employed, be modificd
{c accomocdate "HF Guard Frequency (243.0).
(ﬁQ-\WQ b, Recom.end that fized wing sircrow members be sent tc a
Jungle swrvival school prior to arriving in-country. Priority tc be as fullows:

First Priority: OV-1 aircrews to include enlistcd obs:.yvers.

Sccond Priority: O-1 Pilots.

Third Priority: All others.

5. (C) Operaticns

2.  ecommend that action be taken to provide ROXA Divisions in

CoOmvp; DliNTML.
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AVOD-SC 12 February 167
SUBJECT't Opcrational Roport for Quartorly Period “nding 31 January 1967
RCS CSFOR-65

Vietnam aviation elemonts similar %o those in US Divisions.

by Reccmmend that lst Aviation Brigade STOH orientation and
briefings to include aquainting FWMAF with the capabilitiocs and limitations
of of US aviation units be continued. Continued cemmand emphssis on proper
emplcyment of critically short aviation assets wili improve utilization and
permit more economical allocation of aviation assets,

4, (U) Logistics
a. No recommandatibn

b. No recommendation

L&Y
¢+ Recommend that action be taken to expedite the receipt and X)CES

distribution of MVO 55-1520-211-30/14 kits to all units in #VN owning 1964
and 1965 serles UH-1C Adrcraft.

5. (C) signal
Reccinaend that aviation units be given a hiph priority for obtaining
sole-user circuits, Group headquarters,_eact battelien, should have at least
one sole-user voico and one teletype circuit to base camp. %When a battalion
headquarters is operating from a forward field locaticn, it is recommendced that
there .be une common-user veice circult, one sole-user volce clrcult, and cne
sole~user teletynre cirguit from group to battalion.
6. (U) Msdical
a, No recommendation
b, Yo recommendaticn

7 (U) safety

No rccommendation

’ Sece Q. Cy%#-w
, JOHN W, MARR

Col, Infantry
Commanding

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVED-50 12 Tebruary 1967
SUBTA Pt Operational Report for Quarterly Period ending 31 January 1967,
RCS CSFO:~65

Distribntion:

1 Toru ™eld Worces V
hpn 1st Avn Rde
Thru oSARY
arn USARPAC
fo: AGSFOR DA

22

fhro L+ORCEV
To:  AGSFOR DA
To: ISARPAC

To:  ISARV

T¢: 1st avn Bde
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% PERSONNEL STATISTICS
: ; INIT ) AUTHORIZED ASSIGNED K14 WIa MIA
L Hq, 17th Cbt Avn gp
i Nov 85 : 138 0 0 0
e L Dec 85 | 183 o 0 0
, Jan 85 156 0 0 0
m 10th Cbt Awvn Bn
Gl
.:,_; Nov 1464 1663 5 0 0
ﬂnﬁ“ Dec daes 0 1609 4 0 0
& Jan 1610 1699 1 3 0
14th Cbt Avn Bu

a& Nov 970 1030 ) 0 0 0
e Dec 870 885 0 o e
,§ Jan ss 94 ©0 0 o
Jﬂ? 52d Cbt Avn Bn
% Nov 1897 . 1309 6 1 0
- Dec 1397 1355 1 0o . o
. :

- Jan 1464 1435 0 5 o

W&,
%

223d Cbt Avn Bn

3 Nov 1592 1508 3 1 2
SR ’ : .
% Dec 1192 - 1361 0 1 1
= |

Jan 1102 1358 0 2 1

)
o,
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The average aircraft availability during tho period was as follows:

Alreraft Type Availability eds adp
UH-1B 5.4 27,8 6.0
UH-10 7.4 1R.4 16.2
-1D ©79.9 12,3 ’7..8
CH-474 66,2 23.8 . 10.0

0-1 89.8 . 3ug’

[ar)
<
[o2]

U-6A 73.3 Rk 4.3
ov-1 80,4 5.0 14.8

u-1a a 75,9 1.4 2.7

Incl ®

CONFH?‘E NTIAL.
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTIENT OF THI ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 17Td COMBAT AVIATION GROUP
APO 8an Franclaco $6240

SURJECT: ~Aeeident Foporting ~wide

1. This guide 1s intendad tn ~lawily revorting requirements by type of
occurrence, It provides quick referencs to regulations for use by the unit

Safety Officers.

DA/RPT rZ2 #INVEST R397 232

193 CFM INVEST OFFICER BOARD - HIT RPT
AcTt nit by [
hestile fire NO NO N0 ] meme- NO &S
Not Down '
Actt hit by .
hostile fire |, YE3 TIM + W ———— NO YRS
Down, NLD )
Acft hit, Do |
1D (MIN or MAJ) YES YES (S 1 ] NO YES
No Watalities ‘
Acft hit, Mo -
Damags YES NO =S 1 NO iis
Fatality I
ECPt hit, dom Tt o H
1DG Damage YES TS VLS 1 ' wo YBS
Fatalitv
Acft Down, MIN, - ,
MAJ Damapge YES YiEs YES 1 NO NO
No Fatality i . { )
eIt Dowa, MIin, ‘ - {
MAJ Damage with § &S ! AN NG : 4 YRS NO
Fatality ! i
AeTT, INDID; T e - T .
P /LJ F/L NO ! Yus 1 NG | . NO NO
¥issiug Actt ST < I A Y55 T W0 -

g

2, REMARKS:

_ All CEM avre priority messagas.
dents involving fatalities downgraded afier threw days.

CEM classified FOUO on acci-
Downed Aircraft Reports

(Form 193) are submitted telepionically to the 17TH Combat Aviation Group Safety
(¢ffice. Telephone WEagle Safety" or Mha Trang 3188.

: NLD

/ LD
MIN
P/L
F/L

Incl ¢

t 5§ 11

Crash Facis Messages
No Landing Damige
Landing Damapc
Minor Damage to fdrcraft
Precautionary Landing
Forcod Landing

CONFIDENTIAL

#NOTE: DA/RPT - Downed Aircraft Report (Form 193)
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STATION LIST
17TH AVIATION 4P - ASSICNED ~ ATTACHED
(as of 14 Jan 67)
UNIT 10C *  REMARKS, CHANGES AND/OR CORRTGTIONS
HQ 17th Cbt Avn Gp NHA TRANZ
HAC, 17t Cbt Avn Gp NHA TRANG
10th Cbt Avn Bn DONG BA THII\T
G DONG BL THIN
238th ¥A Det (Radar) DONG BA THIN *
48th Aslt Hel Co PHAN RANG
266th Med Det PHAN RANG
278th SC Dot (Avionics) PHAN RANG
390th TC Det (Heptr FM) PHAN RANG
117th Aslt Hel Co DONG BA THIN
130Th Hed Dot DCNG BA TYIN
R56th SC Det (Avionics) DONG Ba THIN
140th TC Dot (Heptr FM) DONG BA THIN
12%th Aslt Hel Co DONG BA THIW
433d Med Det DONG BA THIN
286th SC Det (Avionies) DONG BA THIN
594th TC Det (Heptr FM) DONG BA THIN
180th Aslt Spt Hel Co DONG BA THIN
T 4034’ TC Det (optr FM) DONG BA THIN
2Blst Aslt Hel Co NHA TRANG
TTT499th TS0 Dt (Avionics) NHA TRANG
4233 TC {(.epbr M) NHA TRANG
l4th Cbt Avn Bn AN SON
[T) AN SON
1615t Aslt Hel Co Al SON
TUsEE e Dt AN SON
449th SC Det (Avicnies) AN S°N
406th TC Det (Heptr FM) AN SN
174th Aslt Hol Co AL SON
4524 SC Det (Avionics) AN SON
A09th TC Det(Heptr FM) AN SON
262a Aslt Hel Co DA WANG
. GU4tH 56 Pet (Avicnies) DA NANG
484th (C Dot (Meptr FM) DA NAWG
195th Aslt Spt Hel Co AN SCN EOTER
TTTEIOTR TC Gt (Heptr FM) AM Sod e
546th Wed Det AN SON Wot in Country
52G CLt Ava Bn PLEIXU
HD T T PLAIKU
Inel 10 fugo 1 CONFIDENTIAL
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Sy : . UNIT 103 REMARKS , CHANGES AND/CR CORRECTIONS i
£ , ' - -
! 52d Security Plt PLTIKU
- | 8th Inf Det (Radar) PLEIKU
. : Hqs, 1/125th Air Tfe Con Co  PLEIXU Freven
: . 119th Aslt Hel Co PILEIKU
N %4th Med Dot PLEIKT - ﬂ
L. 70th 3C Det (Avienics) PLEIKU
orf . 545th TC Det (Heptr FM) PLEIRU
R 155th 1% Hel 0o BAM ME 1400T
: 3th ¥ed Det BAY ME THOUT
. . 208th 8C Det (Avionics) RAM ME THOUT
© 165th TC Det (Heptr FM) BAM MZ THOUT
= 255th QM Det (Potrl) BAM ME THOUT
R 170th Aslt Hel Go PLEIKU
. 755th Med Det PLEIKU
Ca 448th SC Det (Avionics) PLFIKU
: ﬁ;"i 405th TC Dot (Hepir FM) PLEIKU
T 179th Aslt Spt Hel Co PIEIKU
ﬁ 4024 TC Det (Heptr M) PLEIU
- 225d Cbt Spt Avn Bn " QUI MHOW
@ H4C QUI NHOW
o 18th Util Airplane Co QUI NHON
;ﬁ 5 1634 Mod Det QIT KHON
A : 256th 1C Det (Ar Acft RP) QUI NuoW
* % ! 131st Survl airplane Co HUE PHU BAT
R g 183d Recon Airplane Go DONG BA THIN
, 2774Eh Cbt Ava Co LONG BiA THIN s
= ! 219t‘h_3bgoﬁ_Airplane co PLRIKU
= TEOh Ropnray L FELane Go HUE PHJ BAT
. 4L Ved Dot G PHU BAT
: e? 231st SC et (Avionics) 1iUA PH o wAT
e Det B, 1/125 pdr Tfc Con Co M e 1
N Y !
Jmf l # Attached for Admin and Cog ;
R : #% Attachad for Oper, Rats and rs
. sk Attached for Log, lats and Qbrs ;
. Fp WEHe Advance Porty In Country 21 Jan &7 !
- - :
Tk
& ) Tacl 10 Page 2
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CONFIDENTIAL

LVBA-C (12 Ped 67) 15t Ind
SUBJECT: Operatienal Report - Lesscns Loarned for Quarberly Pericd
Ending 31 January 1967. (RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

KEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION ERICADE, 4P0 96307 FEB2 4 (589

TO: Departmsnt of the Army, Assistant Chief for Force Developmant,
Heshingtoa D, C. 20310

1. (U) This besdquarters has roviewed the Cperational Report -
Lesezons Learned for the peried ending 31 Jamuary 1967 from Headguertoers,
17th Ccmbat Aviation Group.

2. {(C) Portinent comments ere ae follews:

2. Reference section 1, paragraph 5a (1), page 5: A project wes
initisted during 31d quarter, FY-66 to obtain 4 command cozmmunicatione
packagoz {each including 1 radie set AN 1 MRC-95) and 12 radis secic
AN/TRC - 147 (Callins HF 113). The project was epproved during ths 4th
quarter, FI-66 with delivery scheduled for Decembsr 1966. Delivery of
thie equipment has been repeatedly delayed by the Cczmedity Command,
Cemmmand exphasie by Hsadquartsrs, USARV ia required to axpedite shipment
of thesze resources,

b, Reference section 1, paragraph &b, page 6: A ccoxmmand letter
has been forwarded to the Surgeon Gsnerzl informing him of the problems
in aviation medieine in Vietnam. The problem created by geographical
dispsralien of companies was discussed and additional Flight Surgesne
were requested to alleviate this urgent situation,

c. Beference part !, cbsorvations, paragraph 1b, pege 8:
This headquarters has encouraged the greup headquarters to elimirato
rotaticnal humpas by instftating various personnel mgnagement techniquss,
Requisitioning procedures at all levels are being clesely cxamired to
insure tirely arrivel of all necessary skills. Iuproverzamt should be noted
in the nsar future. TDY technical inspectors, the most critical siill
level shortage, will span the gap wntil replecemsnts arrive in-couniry.
TOY starts in March 1967.

d. Reference part 1, observations, paragraph Zb, page 8:
An EHSURE bas been aubmitted by USARV to initiate & project to develop
a2 UHF D/F capability for UH~1 aireraft. This project has been approved
by DA, XExpected date of receipt in RVN ios unknown.

&

< 3 Downaralc! ot 3 xear Intercvals
< R
> < Declassified after 12 years
boo“’ ¢ DOD DIR 5200.10
RN
©
R, ¥

5 CONFIDENTIAL
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AVBA=C
SUBJZCT: Cperational Report - Lessens Leamncd for Quarterly Perdcd
Ending 31 January 1967. (BCS CSFOR=65) FLE 2 { 1967

@, Reference part 1, observatiems, paragzarh 4o, page 10:
The 24%th GS Group is taking thke nessssery sctien to expedile the recelipt
and distribution of the MWO kits. Twenty five (25) kits wors reccived
and iecsued on or about 10 Fobruary 1967. Ono hundred and forty (140)
kits are due in Vietram withia the next month,

f. Reference part II, reconmendations, paragraph 2a, pagoc 12:
Same as cosmment contained in paragraph 28 above.

g. Rofarsnce part II, recommondations, porsgraph 2b, page 12:
Thiz headgquerters and Headquarters, USARV bave recogniszed the urgent ncsd
fer airerew personnel to recelve jungle survivel traiping prior to arrival
in-country. Headquarters, USARV has initiated a reguest te DA to accemplich
thie zoal, In the interim, we are sending flight crews to the PACAF Jungle
Survival Scho#l loccted at Clark AFB in the Pnilippilues. We havs also
requested additional spaces to the Navy Survival School at Subic Bay in the
Phihppin“o B

he Reference part II, recormendations, paragraph 5, page 13:
Concur with the stated requirement for sole user voice and telstype
circuite between aviation elements. In order to fully exploit tho rapid
mobility offered by aviation unpits, rapid responsive command and comtrol
circults are required, Overall circuit plarning requiremsnts have been
submitted to Headquarters, USARV, and special roquirements are submitted,
cn an as required basea. Priority equal to that granted to cembat units
should apply to the aviation units which support them,

i. Reference part II, recommendations, paragraph 3b, pago 13:

This headquarters has organized & new briefing team wiich will bogin
briefing toure in March 1967,

FOR THE COMMANDER: !
Mfg 7
10 Inel J5. M. GREET A
ne

Captain, AGC ]
Asst AG
O
S
0(’0 N Downgradcd at 3 year Intervaly
‘ob '\\60 Declasificl after 12 years
= oD I 0010
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AVFA-GC-OT (12 Feb 67) {2¢ Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report for wuarterly Period Ending 31 Jan 67 (U)

B

K
~

S5 TR 3N

Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350 2¢ FEB 1867

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Washington, D. C.
20310

. 1, (U) This hcadquarters concurs with the contents of the enclosed
Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 Jen 67, with the follow-
ing exceptions,

2, (C) Reference Part II - Recommendations:

Vo

v, a. Paragraph 2a: The need does exist for an improved homing

v e device for UH-1 aircraft, IHowever, it is considered more feasible to de-— ‘
e velop or install another device rather than attempt to moedify the QADF de- i
. vice vwhich is currently employed. As an interim measure, the current RDP ‘

e device could be equipped with a converter that would permit operation on

ﬁ the UHF guard frequency (243.0),
A g b. Paragraph 2b: Attendance at Jungle Survival School prior to
g arriving in-country would eliminate the necessity of disrupting a pilots
) o tour to send him to school for minimum period of seven days.

g ¢. Paragraph 3a: This headquarters is providing the maximum

e support possible te the Republic ol Koreca Forces Vietnam Field Command.

£ This is comparable to one airmobile company on a daily basis. Considera-

£ tion should be given to forming a modified corps-type aviation company

to support- the Republic of Korea Forces Vietnam Field Command.

d. Paragraph 3b: In view of increase command emphasis on com-
bined and coordinated operations with ARVN and other FWMAF, STOH orienta-
tions and briefings are considered essential to insure efficient and co-
hesive operations. Leployment of critically short aviation assets con-
tinue to be a matiter of command interest,

e. Paragraph 4c: The deficiency which nccessitates installation
of MWO 55-1520-211-30/14 kits on 1964 and 1965 series UHLC aircraft is of
such a nature that the kits should be made available with the least practi-
cal delay.

f. Parapraph 5: Threc sole user circuits between group and
battalion headquarters are required, llowever, circuit availability will
not always allow the establishwment of all required circuits, The concept |
of circuitry between battalion headquarters operating in a field location
and a base camp 13 not practicable. There are not sufficient circuits
available in RVN to support solc user requirements of thls type.

Dotbngra-c? at 3 year Intervals
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o ¢ FEB 1967
AVFA-GC-OT
Subject: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 Jan 67 (U)

The concept of battalion base camps is highly speculative. If the re-
quirement is valid, the aviation unit should submit an MT'UE to provide
sufficient orgamic HF radio equipment to meet this requirement.

FOR THE COIMMANDER$
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AVHGC-DST (14 Feb 67) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending
31 January 1967 (BCS CSFOR-65) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96307 1 UNMAY (wui

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT
APO 96558

1. Thie headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the period ending 31 January 1967 from Headquarters, 17th
Combat Aviation Group as indorsed,

2, Pertinent comments follow:
a. Reference paragraph 5a(1), pags 5, and paragraph 2a, 1st

indorsement, concerning shortages of communications equipment: The pro-
gram cited in paragraph 2a, 1st Indorsement is a DA approved program. )
Expected delivery date of equipment is September 1967. This headquar- Y
ters is attempting to obtain an eccelerated delivery date, The stand- :
ardized single side band fanmily of radics is currently being introduced
into KVN. There are insufficlent assets available world-wide to build
in-country depot stocks, a prerequisite for lmsuing equipment in excess
to unit TOE authorization. Initial delivery of the AN/VSC-2 SSB radios
with teletypewriter capability is scheduled during 4Lth Quarter FY 67.
This headquarters is developing distribution plans for these assets,

b. Reference paragraph 6b, page 6; paragraph 6a, page 11; and 7—-
paragraph 2b, 1st indorsement, concerning a shortage of flight surgeons: 552§
There is a comnand-wide shortage of flight surgoons. This matter has-

been brought to the attention of DA representatives.

c. Reference paragraph 2b, page 8; paragraph 2a, page 12; and
parsgraph 2d, 1st indorsement, concerning the requirement for a UHF
direction-finding capability for UH-1 aircraft: Project ZYR presently
in effect includes retrofit installation of AN/ARC 51BX UHF radios in
all aircraft assigned to RVN. The AN/ARA 50, an add-on device compat-
ible with the AN/ARC 51BX, gives the desired homing capability. An
ENSURE request was submitted by this headquarters on 13 October 1966
for the AN/ARA 50 on the basie of 100% of all medical evacuation air-
craft, 1004 CH-54 aircraft, 100% CH-47 aircraft, and 15% UH-1 aircraft.
It is anticipated that installation will begin in July 1967. Addi-
tionally, every Army aircraft in RVN has a presently installed FM houning
capability in the form of either the AN/ARC Ll FM radio, which employs
an aural presentation, or the newer AN/ARC 54 FM radio, which employs
visual presentation.



AVHGC-DST (14 Feb 67) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lassons Learned for the Period Ending
31 January 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

d. Reference paragraph 2c, pages 8 and 9; paragraph 2b, page
12; and paregraph 2g, 1st indorsement, concerning crew training:
rently USARV is receiving 15 quotas per month for training of flloht
crews ab the PACAF Jungle Survival School (PJSS) at Clark AFB, Philip-
pines. This school will be utilized as an interim measure until pilots
and crews can be trained in survival and escape and evasion prior to
arriving in-country. The PACAF and USN have established this training
as a prerequisite to being assigned to duty in RVN. Recommend higher
headquarters place emphasis on establishing a similar prerequisite for
subject training of flight orews prior to their 3331gnment to USARV
units.

e. Reference paragraph 5a, page 11; paragraph 5, page 13;
and paragraph 2h, 1st indorsement, concerning the requirement for sole=-
user telephone and teletype circuits: Circuit requirements for the
17th Combat Aviation Group are under study by this office. Programmed
requirements are being submitted to MACV for validation. Current re-
quirements are being processed as circuit requests to MACV for activa-
tion.

f. Reference paragraph 3a, page 9, and paragraph 3a, pages
12 and 13, concerning aviaticn support for Republic of Korea infantry
divisions: Recommended action is not within tHe purview of this head-
quarters. Recommend unit comments be brought to the attention of ap-
propriate agencies for consideration.

g. Reference paragraph 3b, page 9; paragraph 3b, page 13; and
paragraph 2i, 13t indorasement, concerning FWMAF briefings: Concur with
action reported by 18t Aviation Brigade in 1st Indorsement.

h. Reference paragraph 4a, page 10, concerning shipment of
supplies through aerial ports: Transportation Movement Agency ATCO's
cecordinate deily with Air Force aerial port personnel in order to main-
tain a constant record of Amy offered cargo. Maximum effort is exerted
to preclude losses and a system of security checks for cargo at aerial
ports exists. A system to determine in-flight losses seems superfluous
since losses are rare., Emphasis is best placed on proper documentation
of cargo to minimize misshipments and cargo loss.
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AVHGG-DST (14 Feb 67) 24 Ind

- SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report-Lesscnagc Learned for the Peried Ending

31 January 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

1. Reference paragraph Lc¢, pages 10 and 11; parasgraph hc, paZze
13; and paragraph 2e, 1st indorsement; concerning ccllective friction

collet assembly: The requisition of MWD kits by the unit was processed _

as a routine requirement; however, in view of the difficulty reported b
the 17th Combat Aviation Group, action is being taken to expedite the
receipt of these kits.

FOR THE COMMANDER: L
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