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SUBIECTY  Operationsl deport - Lessons Learned
(Reporting Period, 1 May thru 31 May 1972)

Commanding Ceneral
196th Infentry Srigade
ATTHT AVEERSC

ATC San FPreanciece 96256

1. (€} During the reporting peried 1-31 Zay 1972, let 5n 4tk Infantry
eontinued its Uynamic Jefgnse of Di Bild, ¥ihile in the Brigade dear scd
em PU8 LINDA, thi (32) simobile insertions and extractions were
canducted, eight (8) of whick wer« comdined operstions with A&V¥ and AF/
FF units. Ome (1) operation was conducted ia conjumetion with s 3d 'm
24 Artillery raid, Extensive offorts were made to gonduct coubined
sperstions during this reporting peried with AIVE/GVY Forses. lue to
tils type of cooperative eff:rt, rescurces gen be pecled, sdditionmsl ground
coverage is obtained, snd a close working relstiomstipy has resuited. The
asjor sdvantage to joint opermtions of the type condueted has been to
coniise the extensive knowledge dy ANVYE/SVE Forces of the terrain and
population with the firepower and sir cssets availsdle %o U35 Forcen.

2. (€) The following im & report of significent setivities snd lessons
learned during the nomth of Fay.

SECTICR I: Significant fetivities

ae At 050300 May 1972, NHertar Platoon, lst Un 468k Inf, dotected
mwvenent and volees outside their perimeter at AT 945742, »nd engwpred
with amell arme fire with wnkmown results., leneats of Brave Company,
1st “m 46%n Inf, awept the ares ot dswn that morning with nepstive results,

be At 081445 Hoy 1972, 24 Platoon, Dalts Compiny, lst In 461 Inf,
on a combined operstion with the 158%h °F Platcon, wers searching = village
for bie enemy who had been previcusly sighted fyrum the air vie iT
Ingide the village they found = suspicious women togetier with
several contradand items, ineluding a US .45 and f1fty (50) blesting caps.
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SUEJECT:  Operationsl Report - Lessons Leamed
(Reporting Ferlod, 1 ¥ay thru 3 Xay 1972)

It wvas alsc discovered that the womsn's husband, a muspected V0, worked
at D4 HAMG AFE, The 4C's wers alerted mnd the man was srrested at 1615
hours. Approximstely 10 1lbs of explosives were gwong the itess found.

. At 051245 May 1972, let Platoom, Delta Company, lst HSun 46th Inf,
wiile condueting Essle Flight opersticus vie AT 9M3IT38, found s recently
uged ocave with sleeping positiens for four (4, to five (5) peeple. They
eontinued aweep operations in the ares with negative further resulis.

d. 4% 153408 Ray 1972, Delta C e lat ‘m 46¢k Inf, while
conducting eweep operstions, found six (6 Bov o (VZ sleeping positions
vie iT 569819, vhich appearsd to be three (3) to four (4) days old. i
snall ameunt of miscellaneous debwis wes alsc found, Continued swoepe
of the area produced nagative results.

e, At 161515 May 1972, Delte Company, lat 5n 46th Inf, while
conducting Bagle Flight operations detained an individusl with ne proper
{dentification vie 4T 955765. He was ertracted to Hieu Due Hesdquarters
for further investigation.

f. At 161010 May 1972, Delts Compamy, lst ‘s 46%: Iaf, whdle
sondueting Kegle Flight operations, discovered a tumnel vic AT 942637
which contained a fifty (50) gellem drum of rice. Further search of the
tunnel area produced negstive resulta.

g« A 162020, Charlie Company, lat im 46th Inf, while patruilisg
the Frigade Ridge lime vic AT 940755, engagel three IB} individuals at
as shondoned comex, wie AT 976752 with negstive resulte. Furtrer shecks
of the sres on the moming of 17 fay produced negative Tesults,

Be At 191030, Delte Company, lst Bn 46tk Inf, while conducting

n combined village search opevatiom with 150tk FP Plateem, vie AT 925813, -

found the following items in one dwelling: Seven (7) 55 sellon drume of
ricey five (5) bottles of deer, two (2) esses of Cocamfola, twemty (20)
peunds of suger, twe (2) tremsistor readios, sixty-five (65, cane of fish,
suspected VC lettors, snd several other miscellsnesus articles. 21}
items were destroyed or returned for 52/65 for analysis.

i« A% 201530 Bay 1972, Delta Company, lst “n 46th Infantry, while
conduoting Bagle Flight operetions, obsorved end emgeged two (2) enemy
vie AT 9296351, Their search of the area rewulted in ome (1) AE~47 Cla,

Jo A% 250700 Hay 1972, initisl wait sovements wers condusted in

il
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U JECT: Qpermtional fepert — Lessons Learned
(Reporting Period, 1 Kay thrw 31 sy 1972)

35 Jume 1972

con junetion with proposed changes in unit missions of let ®n 46th Infantry
and 34 3n 21st Infantry, with 3=21st Inf scheduled to gesume AC

sidbility for the Srigade Bidge and Special "fssions, and with l-46th Iaf
scheduled to assuss responsibility fer the LIKD:A i0,

ke At 261500 May 1972 final movement was completsd by elements
ef 34 2n 2lst Inf and lat 3o 46tk Inf for the chamnge in A0 respomedibdlity, -
The changeover was completed with no significant preblems.

l« ‘m 27 ¥ay 1972, Delta Companmy, lat ‘m 46th Inf, operatiag at
AT 591706, found a bunker surrounded by a trench with several fighting
ypositions, miscellanecus debdbris, and seversl doouments. The busker was
destrored and the documents were evacuated for further anmalysia,

me At 271020 Kay 1972, Hecom Flatoon lat “n 46%h Infaniry, fouad
& osmpsite during patrelling operations vie AT 681655, Aice was still
eoeking at the site and wars toa waa alse found, Additiorally, a nete-
book was recovered and seat to 52 for further analysia.

ne At 271005 Hay 1972, 24 Plateom of Charlie Compamy, lat ‘m 46th
Iardunr.gmcpmthuwnrm?;udx 6, man sleepdng
position, firty (50) pounds of rice, two (2) pounds ef salt, ecccking
utensils and a letter vic i7 S17624. The letier was processed for
intelligence value.

0 At 280602 May 1972, elements of Agoon Platoemn, lat “m 46th Iaf,
hit a pressure-release type booby-trap vie I7T 883660, ZResults were, ome
(1) Us seriously wounded acd ome (1) U2 alightly vounded. The booby-trap
was ostizated %0 be 2 60mm mortar shell.

Pe At 292035 Eay 1972, Recon Platoen, lat 3n 4éth Inf, observed
lights vic 4T ¢78664, One light was red, tie other white and both were
stationary. F-203 E and 1 fire was procesasd onm the location and the
lights went out,

3« At 2919%0 lﬂ 1972, 24 Platcon, Cherlie Company, lat ‘n 46th
Inf, found tweive (12) to thirteem (13) sleeping positione, sssorted

debris and a doobyetrap vic AT 9196%54. The booly-trap wae bBlowm in place.

re On 29 May 1972, the decision was made by the Sattali-n Commander,
LIC Perkins, to disband Becon Platoon, lot Ban 46%h Isf, and reassign ite
persconel %o the three (3) remeining companies in the dattalion. Cerescnies
vere scheduled to be condueted at Cavp Crescems cn 30 Hay 1972.

o3
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SUBSECT: Operaticnal Heport - Lessons Learned
(Reporting Period, 1 ¥ay Shru 31 Hay 1972)

#. At 291000 ¥ay 1972, 24 Platoen Chariie Compsny, lst Sn 46th Iaf
found s cache durimg sweoep operstioms vie /T 9l0634. It wes located in |
a cave eapadle of housing fifty (50) which showed evidence of use |
during the past two (2) weeks, Five (5) S2ms mertar rounds, three (3)
i rounds, snd two hundved (200) pounds of rice were captured. Sweeps
of the srea were continued. , |

. te At 00805 May 1972, a gunskip supperting the insertion of cane
(1) platoom from Smevo Compsny, 1<t "n 46th Inf, teck fire during a falee ;
insertion vie +7 868654 snd received at least ome (1) hdt., Gunshipe l
processed fire on the ares with unkrown resulis.

ue 2% 300105 May 1972, 3¢ Platoon, Chariie Compamy, lat ®a 46th Inf, g
' apotted twelve (12) individuals in the opem vig AT 032994, & Night Hawk ‘
abserved the ares with negative resulte.

SRCIICE I1: lesscns Learned

8. rersennel: Jone

he Intelligence: Jone
¢e Operstione: (1) Alireraft Flights to Unit Fleld Locations

(a) Observation: W¥hile operating from FSB LINDA, units of lst 'n
46%h Iaf, t airoraft at field lecaticns seversl times during every
twenty~four (24) hour period for resupply, medivecs, command coerdination
ete. This may De ome resson friendly units sre not making comtact with
aneny units known to operate im aress ocoincident with our owm, es wnit
locsticns are repsatedly telegraphed.

(v Svalustion: Hegular utilization of aircpaft inte Iriemdly unit
locations tends to iz these lecatiena for enemy observation and CoRmee
quently reduces the unit's ability to make enemy ccntact, restrict nis
freedos of movezent, and disrupt his liass of communication.

(¢) Recosmendatiomt Adrersft stopa at friemdly wsit field locations
be held to sn absolute sizicux snd mexisus use e mads of adr dwop resupply
tochniquea for food and malerials.

(2) Asr Data: {a) Obaervation: The ecurrent aystem for posting and

pablishing air data for the LINDA 40 is net utilized properiy, and as a
mnltm@:ahtutmimhurhhhmmhwtm
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SUSJECT:  Cpermtional Report - Lessons Learned
(Reporting Feried, } May them 31 Fay 1972,

& variety of sources not all of which are equipped or staffed to sssune
ttis funotica. A% the present time, pilets uwsing the air space asbove ths
LI¥DA 40 ask for and veceive air date from a variety of scurees. The

tir Yarning Contyol Cemter (A¥CC), respomeidle for pesting e-d publisbing
sir date for the LINBA A0, is rarely comsulted by pllota flyimg for umits
sperating out of FOF LINDA., Instesd, they reguest tiis information from
the Artillery Lialson Seetiom at /3% LINDA wiich im 2ot equipped or staffed
to provide thds information for the entire i0, yot, the Infantry Operations
Officer at ¥55 LINDA has full reeponaibility for imsuring that these alre
eraft have the required air dsta whenever they are opereting in the forward
Brigede A0, 4As s result, sireraft sre not receiving coupliete data 2 all
fires coning iate the AC and the officer whe is ultimetely responsible

for aireraft safety has the fevesl assets with whieh e provide the necessary

inforeaticn,

(») HEvaluatisar The mest capable od welleeguipped sowrece of air
data is not being properly utilized by pilotas flying in the LINDL A0 amd the
sources which are belag used are least capable of providing the required
data,.

(¢) Recommendations Support siversft im the LIEDA AG be required to
ebtain all air dsts from the Adir ¥arning Contrel Center and thet the
lafsntry unit at P25 LINDA omly beo required teo provide mir dats on indireet

firea originating there.

de Orgmnisstion: (1) Cbeervation: Recen Plstoon, let ™n 464k Inf,
vse diabesnded on 30 May 1972.

(2} Evaluation: The long range impact of the recent stsad down of
iegon Platecn, let fm 468k Inf, canmet de detersined, however, there have
begn positive short range impects. Fleld stremgths of the resainisg tiree
{3) 1ine coupeni-s hag incremsed with the distridation of
previcusliy ssasigoed to Recon Platoom, te these elements. pﬁwﬁ
increase has added to the operstional effectivecess of &h«am:ln
a:d has incressed flexidility, Additionally, perscmmel tmined on heavy
Veapona, provicusly samigoed te ieccn Vistoon have added versatility, and
inow-how to these conpany elemante.

{3 mum htmﬁm.u-.

se Traiming: (1} Mnim ixtonsive utilisation wan mede of
the training and isstruction evailable through the Charger Combat Center
in the ares of heavy weapons; 0um recoilless rifle, 106um reccill-es rifle

5
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GUIJEGT: Opermtionsl Repert - Lessons Learned x
(Reporting Period, 1 Hey thru 7 Ray 1972

and the "2 Lid, in order to provide a platoon-sized elemeni of the
battalion with a fumetional knewledge of these weapons.

(2) Svaluation: Instructiorn and trmining provided by the Combat
Center personsel wes professional sad complete, Individuals given ihe
troining and imetructions were well prepared to tsotically eapler these
WORpONS.

(3) Recommendstion: Charger Combat Cemter instruetors, feeilities,
end training should de utilized by 196t: Infantry Urigade units on a
regular basis.

fo Lopisties: HNone

ge Gommunicstionst Hone

hy Xaterisl: JSone

i« Cther: ZXone

FOR THEE COREANDER:

JOUE 3, CAHPOELL
CFl, Infentry
Aiutant
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