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CONFDENTIAL

DEPARTHRNT OF THE ARMY
Eosdeparbears, ??ﬁ%h Infantrxy Brigsde, Amarigal Diviaion
PO San Peaneisco 26219

AYDRECT 26 Jarmary 1970

BININCT:  Operationnsd m@z‘t = Lonscns Leaxned 198th Infantry Brigsde
for the Period tnding 31 Juwary 1970, BOS CSPOR-65(R2)

e viaul Iivision
ATTH  AYDRL0T0
APD San Frongsisne 0774

1o {U) Beferemoes: )Q‘
8. Amezieal Bivicion Begalation, 52515, dated 8 April 1963, |

T
by Unclassilisd RISBEe, Amerigal Uivisiony ATTHs AVDF ﬁj, mabiatis g'-
Oparatineed Seports ~ leossons lenmed, deted 0403024 ﬁpril ?"’ $
2. {U) Porsonmels  Homo. @
%, {2 Opnrstions:  Cionifiosat Aotiviiies, 70
Tozing the porisd Xovember, Decomber 1969 exd Jeminrxy 1070 sobivitios F
of *k%::} 196th Infantzy Soignde wore charecterizsd by small uait sativls and
sbmsho o, pagd ficution mupport operalionss and quick resetion to imtellissnce
on onacy loggilons. Intluded in the missions of the 198%h Infantyy Brisdsn o
that of mpesning O Lol ares from mooket snd mortar atiask, The st 3@%%,&“,
6th Infant:y xmmaﬁly accsmpliahes this mission Wy means of small wndi oatonis
andl siouches, ocandusicd voth during 3 ® dny and night. To mpolement tho
grownll Lyponey exbonaive use is mede of ssrial VR and artillery sohedulsd Goon
Tha ewey's renotion Yo these efforts has been charesberized Yy employsernt of
antracheon and boohy txmog. A% 090700 Desember 1969 » sousd fyom B ooy
=5 Infentry moved O £% ndght anbosh site to eheck an ares fos v
had choowred lights the provious nighits. They proceeded slong a well unoed umdl,
and sotiveted a booly irap, resuliing in 2 U8 vli. Anothor sguad Dmmedistoly
mehol 1o sseist the onded porsaingl, sod detongted snother booby Trops
resalitine in 6 more T wunded and g soout dop killeds A% 0BIB00 Jpmosxy 1070
a spad fom D Sompooyy, =6 Infanizy departed thelr platoon potrol base o
spbabllid s night msbash, 8% 011 hones the followins oorming t‘w b cath iy
stdaokod o mw e enonys m,m.}ting in 483 ZIA and 1 US WA
Vefd} mattdne gumy onn P 0-00 vadio, thros P16 wifles, e mywrous i3
individunl equipment woon lost to the enewys  An evgluntlion of the sotion
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SUBIECT:  Oporetioml) Tgpork ~» Lessons Leamed 198th Infaniyy Bripple
for the Poviod Mnding 31 Janmaxy 1970, RUSFORW65(H2)

reveslod thst the bagic prinsiplos of individuasl conbat sotions ax! patudls
ling tochniques hod boon grosaly violated (see Inol 1),

be Fuving this $ives ponth porisd thare were twos attacks on Fim
Smpport DBoses. On 1 Desosher 1969, 3 WA aoldiers were killed atw:%gﬁif%
to nroha L2 Stinson. 4 conbination of barriers, slcotromic sexaing devisos
and slovirees of the soygonne)l on the bunker line, m@amwmm
engnped tefore he ponotrysted the wime, At 040130 Jamuawy 1970 ¥5B Gator gncs
wnder morbor mnf groond stiaok. The enermy ponolrated the defenses, dosbroye
od 4w vunkors, twd Wildings, ond killed ons US soldisr. The smemy saffoe
od & kilYod.

e The actions of 452 Infantzy on 20 Decmsber 1969 are charactoriatd
of the muiok m*&m 48 intelligonce, and closo coordination sai.tﬁ ﬁwm
geontay osmiloyed ifnm ¥x 198th Infantsy Brigade. 4t 0835 hours two Division
LIRP toons vOve fngoriol nsar sn obsorwation point overlooking a suspeshod
engey inTiltestion ronte. Prom 1420 bhours $o 1600 hoars the LiPp oboomved
extensive movement along this youte, At $60% hoars the &ero Rifle platoon
of D Ywoope fot Spelown, ot Co¥x wis insertad in resction o the LEWP
sightinee. At 1607 hoaes, B Companys, 152 Infantry was ploked up from g
Flald Iowstion sl Lrpwrded into an aron near the sightingse. The fnmestion
of B Cuzowpeny was gmonloted at 1642 honrs. 4 pooxdinated sbbask botwoen D

Tooon, Tt AV end B Copergyy 152 Infantyy on the encwy sightod by the gD
Yot rosaliied &n 14 VL FIa and 2 US 3A4.

de A compreiensive weport on the pacification aperations in the 540
Infantyry weo sabmitbed ot the end nf Sovember 196%.

4e (G} lessons lemwsd:  Operations:
s wbjoodr Ao

{1) Obpervatiory The enomy, espocially e lsoal mmerrillas, s
magters in the axt of using ambushen and boohy trmos. They will do so vory
affostivelyy %ﬁ%h&ﬁ:&" when they know omr foress will be marating in the
ama for oxberfed soriads of timo.

Bvaluziiors  In the oase of the swimgh, the polrol failed o
mAnim wmw st iys by not noking s wwcmais wenae of the ayesy and by
departine thelr base oroa hefore dark. Yhe men wore overimpdened wiih
umatoenary oqalpmoil, and wers allowd o build shellors snd slosps  Tholy
rponiting ves poorly elsoled and nobt chacked.

oy IE i nlear thel in the $vo cusen of federslly
t & wg g vinlation of basie nrinciples. It is
PERGEAGTY f‘*f that additional teraining and supervision be given to infnnbzy
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urddg in the sablect of ambushes and patrols. The 19801k Infantzy Brigde
heg meds aryanpemenis ~rz*f‘1 the Amorioal Uivielon 180 tos: to glve ¢lanuss
to the rifle platoous in mothods snd tochndques of anbushos and patrels.

he mbjieot:

on Fipe Jupport Rnsosg.

{ 1) Ubservation: The enomy's ewployment of highly skilled sarenre
to pmtsf irzte the éﬂmim = of oor fixed instsllations contimaes to Lo z«
major 4 “sfe:;a “"i‘ee PEERY 's«zll use omall recommaissancs tozme to find our
weaknos ge slusys oome during the dark of the woony thare

wog 61 :’s..&uzainm:im ztﬂsgu throe VA ooldiers were killed st 8138 Stinson.

Onoe the semy hes dise “*wmwﬁ the wenk points in = dafense, he ill use
those aoess 40 apsly hic oitesek. 4t ¥ Gotor {see Incl 7) be disoovered
that $thore was less fire in the vicinity of the perimeter lishisy, wd
uaed iz area o sovelrete the wive.

{2} svaluatioo: o asount of vwire wd Yedp {lerves alone will abos
& detorminnd ard will losinsd oneny.  An integretod plan, esploying il
avallvbic moans mast b deyolonad., This systes shoold inciude tactioad
wive, eunteriinsng taniolsoly ond erelone fema; elgotronie wanaing doving
rol eissic Intrusion ~wwa%QM}, HOLIE (Magmetic Uoil imtsusion
whootory, 100 {Infrar ,.ummmm Detactor) and zi%?ﬁ;t.‘*“; nimt ofmoryaiion
{wv*eew; srEificinl A3l »zam, elzatrie lirhtes, flaox tain Doy
{3010 of fires and most bemorbanty
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pﬁ”ﬁ! 0l wmif.{: o laep The bvankers en the parimetor are prime

g@ts} “":w 't:‘} %* i orenyy oand mwml mon have been EiLiled oy wox
L poande ueed o nesdraliess he nudlorss

st wmaite regvsluste
ol r wonle o &‘)‘{*fﬁ;a;‘ syt ontn ’g}* 45ty
woans of éo Ponme, Sighiing

‘Lx ‘t{* kel

opnabyusebod b , griters, and the bhuniers o ew:m.cfm
ing pon **“i:.a in dhe ovent of an adtock, wmnles

amred ravs axtremely offeative in defoetine 90 rounde myl
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executed, especially in the case of enemy initiated asctions, since he will
tend to rzza}ce only brief comtact, do vhat damage he can, and disenzaze to gvalid
a decisive confrontation with A11ied TForces. HMost of his attacks recontly
have beer spgainsgt ounll units or outposts during the hours of darkness, vhon
the ability to respond Ils most serisusly hindereds Reaction to intelligence
information mist also be quiokly executed. A thorough evaluation of intelli-
gence information should he made 1o ascertsin accurscy, timeliness, and
reliability. In the cose vhere information is vague farthey intelligoncs can
be compiled through the use of LREP teams, APD missions, and visual recon-
naisgsance. In all cazes, each Infantry Batialion should have a rifle

Company dosignated f‘o_ rapid reaction, and a close working relationsihip moot
bo establiched botw en the Battalione and the fero Cavelry ond LREY tesmg
to enable thase asse‘»;:‘: to also react quickly.

(3) vecommondations: Rapid resctions require that Brigade and
Aatialion staffs he thoroushly drilled in the steps to be taken when the
Sommander deciden to react immediately, Infantry units muat be able fo
assenble quickly, avintlon assets mast be redirected, and information on
the situntion, mumber of porsonnel involved, locations, call si:ns and
froguencics mist be oxchanged guickly and accurately. Daily liaison visits
between the Aero >c:@1t, s AJ’J&‘ teanms and Brigade T0C nersomnnel is a necemsiiy.

FOR M COMMATINR:
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