
(2,0tJFI D£NTll1L 
DEPJ.RTMilll'TT 9F TBm ; Jn•IY 

Headq_uarte:rs,. 198th, Ipfantry Brigade, .. :,nerioal 
· · · .LJ?O San ·FranoisQO ·96219_ 

SUNDCT: 0-perational Report of 198th: Infant~ lb=igade (LT) for the Period 
b'nd.ing. 31 J~ 1968, RCS CSFOR-65. (u). 

Conn.anding General 
i:..nerioal Di vision 
L.TTN: L. VDF-m. 
J.;£0 96374 

. 
,.'.i.,. 

SSCTIOH 2, LmSSONS m.mmm i 
COMH/lllIDRS1 OBS:.-:JtVATIONS l EVJ.l,UJ.TIOlTS am m::cornrn'!DATIO:HS 

( C) 0-pera tions • 

1. Subject: Utilization of Provincial Reconnaissance Uni ts ancl 1fation•• 

al Police. 

(a) Observation. 1~ successful opera·i:;ion can be acp<>i}J?lished w}1en 

conduc.ting cordon and search operations with the incorporation of ?RrJ' s 

(Provincial Reconnaissance Uni ts) and }1P1 s (Matioi'lal Police) into the over­

all ground tactical plan. :.PRU' s should be assigned nissions such 2.s block­

ing forces or search teans, and the :NP should be inserted to conduo-t inter­

:rocations af·ter the area has be(:)n searched a:p_c1. ·the persons to be interrogated 

. (b) Ii.'va.luation. Results of coubat operations including -the cord.on 

and search of a village are considerably. inproved when PRU and ID? are inoor­

pom ted into the schene of naneuver. L..fter US and/or_ GVH troo1Js have 

effectively cordoned a village, the PRU 1 s are assigned the r.ri.ssion to sweep 

into the cordoned ar~a and conduct a nethodical·search~ The l'P are then 

inserted to conc:tuc~G the interrogation and separate those W,.10 re<;_uire 
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further questioning. The addecl presence of an IlW Team reinforces the 

:intelligence gathering operation. 

(c) Roco:mrnondation. Ma1m 11:1,'.lX:i.mum. use of FRU 0 s and NP in corclon 

and search missions especially for scarchin~ and interrogation. 

2. Subjects Nap Orientation. 

(a) Observation. Compasses on tho instrument panol of tho holi­

coptors used in a combat·assault can be used to assist in orientation as 

the flight progresses. 

(b) Evaluation. When conriu.cting a combe.t ass,,iult, the PZ location 

is known an<l is what In,-".1,Y he called the start p;,int. Using tho compasses 

on· tho helicopter instrument ~.nel, tho direction of trt:-.vcl is mo-vm, and 

tho location· along tho direction being trav0llr.rl is dn't,amn:1:mc,d QI' ~sol"'l.i.ng 

tho terrain below. Below is a diagram of an instrument panel showin":!; tho 

location of tho compg.sses. 

VIJwl INSIDE A HELICOPI'ER 

J~CFT CND PIIDT 

00 0 0° 0 □□ o o ggoo 
rC==~ J 
'-::: COMPASSES 

'{c) _!tecomrn.cndation·. All loaders should IM.ke us0 of tho cornp!lssos 

on the instrunKmt panel of helicopters as a navigational a.id in 111aintaining 
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3. Subject r Ha.sty '.Ma:rking of a Sus~ctod Mine or Knoi-m Booby Trap. 

(a) Observation. Units ha.vo been required to niovo at night o:f.'ton 

th:rough ·a kriown or suspected mine ~nd booby tra.ppoo ar(:)a,. When suoed nnd 

····silence a.re essential it is dif£icult. to clear the ar'oa. prop0rly and notify 

porsonnol corning up from the rear of lmown or su.s-poctod booby traps. 

(b) Evaluation. One technique that has been employed assists in 

speed of movoment and also servos as a. marking device for ~mown or sus­

pcctod booby traps. Tho unit may om-ploy a. dog team in its loti.d element 

followed by several mino dotoctor teams. li.s the dctoctors swoop tho area 

they pic'lt up tho presence of metallic objects which may or ma:r not be 

boob~, traps. Ra.thor than stop a.ncl probe, prcnsuriz,:tl :i1.:'.:v-:i.:J£· c:r·::icm is 

. ' 

tmc-Jd.· ·t.o ,.1,-.rk t: ;. :,~'.:.T-'.)-::,cta:-J. ;,i~o.:-.. Jin ari-ow cun a.'l..so bo :;vido :rl. t;.1 nh~iv.ing croam 

to· L1'ldicate the direction to move around tho -possible danger area. Troops 

following can easil3r detect tl-ic cj_rclo of shaving croam and l,)'lSs by s~i;f.oly. 

{c) R0commondation~ Ono technique to mark sus-pectod or lmown 

booby traps and mines while conducting a night movo is to circle the area 

with shaving cream from n prossnri~od container. 

4. Subject, Fiolo Recovery Ooore.tions;~, · 

(a) Obs0rvation. Tho torra:ln in RVN is such that frOQu.ont e.nd 

sovore bogging of tra.ckoo vehicles will be oncou.nteroo. Vehicles l/1.11.y 

bocOlllo mired to such an axtont that normal -recovory m-ocodur0s will bo 

inoffoctivo. 

(b) Evaluation. The normal towin~ hooks aro locatoo. so low on 

th~ M113,l..1 • s hull that in many cases they aro submerged in water /mud and a 
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shovel must be used to di ... • ~_._,r,1 out bdoro the tow ca.blo 011.n bo scoured to 

t,h,..-- r,.11s is on.ti.rely unsatisfactory whon under host:Uo fire. ¥.iany times 

even after tho cable has boon fastened to the vehicle su..ffi.cient JX)Wor can­

not bo a1;>t,>liod to broak tho suction created by tho mud a.round the Yohiclo. 

(c) Recormnondation-. It has boon found qui to o:f'fcctivo to attach 

tho tow cable to ono of tho front tow hooks on ca.ch v0hicl0. The froe end 

o-r tho tow cable cnn then be pttl.led up over tho top of tho AFC dock and 

loft in that p'.)Si.tion while on field operations. Whon tho vehicle becomes 

stuck tho f'roo end of the cablo can be attached to another vehicle quickly 

and tho axtr~.ction may bo a.ccom-plished with minimum delay. It has also 

proved effective_ :t.C? !1:tta_ch tho frc0 end of tho cable to tho assisting APC 

at the Ltft:ing Eye, (FSN 5305-576-2121). This creates an u1;,ward as well 

as a forward thrust and will ovorcomo tho suctio_n of tho mud more easily. 

Even·this will not be sufficient at times so that 2, 3, or more vehicles 

may have to be linked in a ~Daisy-cha.inc:_ to. provide su_fficiont JX>WCr for 

tho recovery. 

5. Subject: Riding in tho .ACAV Trnck Co!ll111a.ndor's Cupola. 

(a) Obs0rvation. Tho track connnan(fors of J .. Ci..V vohiclos m.ust 

always anticipate hostile firo when in tho field. In tho past weeks, two 

track cownand.ors ~vo been slightly wounded by snipers whilo sitting in 

their hatches. He cannot stand for hours in his batch, but ho must loam 

to rocognizo times .for extra caution. 

(b) Evalw.tion, Most ii.PC track com:mandors place a board over 

their cupola htl.tch on which to sit while operating in tho fiold. Since 
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long hours and days of ridin~ ~ro nocoss~ry, the track cornmandor cannot bo 

expected to stnnd for such periods of time withottt becoming unduly fatigued. 

Howover, when passing ·through su.sm.cious terr.!!.in, tho track'· c;~ndor 

sh.ottl.d remove whatever he may bo sitting on and stand in his hatch. It 

has. boon axperioncod that undor hostile· fire, espooially sniping, tho track 

commander cannot react sti.:fficiently and swiftly enough to avoid undue 

exposure whilo he romovos his scat and omoloys his protective shield.· 
' ' 

(c) Rooornnonda.tion. When J:nSSing through su.spicious terrain, 

;tho tra.cJ<: connnander should remove whatever he may be sitting on and stand 

in his hatch • 

. . -6. Subjects Control of 1.:rl":!y idrcraft Entering Airspa.cc Through Which 

·Artillery is Being Firod. 

(a) Observation. Artillnr;v check fires for aircraft could b0 

accoMplishocl more effectively by direct coordination bctwocn'tho nircraft 

cor.nn..ander and tho artillery LNO at tho infantry hattaliorr TOC. 

(b) Evaluation. Artillery support in tho recent p:1st has boon 

har.npcrocl by untimely check fires by various control clements whon aircraft 

a.l"U 1h the general aroa. of firing artillery. Tho present air advisory 

system allows aviators to dcterr.iino tho maximum ordinate and direction of 

firo, the grid fi'rod and tho grid of :i.rap,3.ct of firing artillery. This data 

is doomed adequate to allow aircraft co:MM.andors to circur.mll.vigato artillery 

fire. Tho problom of untimely chock .fires occurs when aircraft Il!Ust pro­

ceed through air spaco through which artillery is being firod. (Example -

dust off or res,:rpply). J-;.t tho present timo thorq is no stat'od. proco(hlre 
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to check these fires on a tim0ly basis. Too often artillery is chock fired 

long before tho aircraft ontors air s-p9.co ,;:hcr0 <'..L°'} .. r\:;,.~·;;.:UJ.o:..~r·,:;_·•cn.un could 

bo dotonc'.toc. b::- t;2.c aircraft. 

(c) Rocot1r10ndation. 

{ 1) Recomrn.ond that aircraft commanders coordinate chock fires 

with tho artillery liaison off:tcor to tho infantry battalion. 

{2) That such procedures do not procludo any individual from 

calling chock fire if in his best judgct.1ont a hnzard docs exist. 

B. (C) Logistics. 

1. Sub;ioct, Autoclave for the Medical Suprort Cor.,pany. 

(a) Obscrvs.tion, Tho r:1.odical su:prort coripany could opcrato noro 

offoctivoly ~rith a gasoline autoclave instead of tho present oloctrica.l 

autoclave. 

(b) Evaluation. Tho mooical support company TOE 8-197'1' authorizes 

an oloctrical autoclave which requires a 1_5KW generator for offoctive 

ol'.)Oration. Houevor, a 19{vl generator is not currently authorized under 

tho above TOE, Tra.nsp,rta.tion and maintenance would be an additional 

problem encountored with the generator. Based on tho crn:porience of this 

unit, it is felt that a gasoline operated a.utocla.vo (FSN 6530-?08-4490) 

would bo rnoro suitable for a unit of this typo. 

(c) Recorll.i'londation. It is recorn:nondod th"l.t the gt1soline operated 

autoclave (FSN 6530-708-4-490) replace tho olcctrical autoclave in tho 

nedica.l support conr,any of tho support battalion. 
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2. Subjoct, Screws Used to Socuro the VRC-12 Series Radio Antenna. 

Mounts. 

(a) Observation. Hax:agonal head screws can bo usod to secure 

VRC..,12 series radio antenna nounts to vehicles bettor than tho counter 

sunk machine screws. 

(b) Evaluation. Currently four counter sunk screws (FSN 5305-0Z+2-

o688) aro utilized to secure ant3nna r:1ount {SC-D..l.!46058) for VRC-12 series 

radios, to military vehicles. Rocom;icnd thoso counter sunk screws bo re­

placed with normal hexagon head screws (FSN 53o6-225-9091). Tho haxagon 

head screws provide more surface area and can be romovod 1-:ritbout damage to 

tho vehicle surface. Tho counter sunk screws currently used rust, freeze, 

etc. and aro inrpossiblc to remove Without tearing tho surface to which 

they aro attached. This nrosonts a special problem whon. Rntonna mounts 

aro changed frequently ~ron ono vehicle to another. 

(c) Recornnondation. It is rocomricndod that tho counter sunk scrows 

be replaced by hexagon head screws mentioned abnvo to socuro antenna mounts 

for tho VRC-12 series radios, 

c. (C) others (Ha.intonancc). 

1, Subject I Propor Storage of Ehald Os and Low Quarters. 

(a.) Observation. When mon arrive in. RVN, l:i".1U1Y put their unifom 

into dufflo bags whore they mold. 

(b) Evaluation. Whan the 191'-th LIB arrived in RVN there was no 

longer uso for khald Os and low quarters. Most of tho 5000 non wa.ddod up 

tho k..hald • s tmd stuffed thm:, along with low quarters into a dufflo bag to 
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r.1ildow during tho monsoons. When tho R&R or DEROS da.tos arrive, mon find 

t~'lt dross uniforms a.re in unusuable ~ondition. 

(c) Rccomr.i.ondation. When ·personnel arrive in tho RVN, khaki · 

uniforms should 1mmodiatoly bo laundorod, Thon tho uniforms should bo 

taggod for idontification·and stored by tho supply sergeant in somo dry 

place. L6w guart~rs should be polished frequently and stored inn plastic 

bag. · 

2. · Subjects Lubrication Intervals. 

(a) Observation. Lubrication by LO· (Lubrication Order) has proven 

to bo iria.d0qua.to causing ax:cosslvo wo~r and. dtmagc. 

(b) Evaluation. Tho apPro~iate LO is not adciquatc in Viotnani., 

no :matter whnt tho itorn of equip:nont n,_ay be. Vohiclos should bo complotcly 

lubricated over~, 300· miles or 30 days, ·whichever cor.10s first. Generators 

should be checked on a ·day to day basis, and an oi~ change performed weekly. 

Filters should be chr1ngcd with every crankca.so change. Rofrigora.tion units 

should also bo lubricated on a weekly basis, 

(c) Recornendation. F.quill!1ent shouJ.d be lubricatoo. in a.ccorde.nco 

with the 'JX)riods riontionoo above i.n tho evaluation. 

3. Subjects MJSf-..2 Front Engine Motmting Bolts, 

(a) Observation. Loosening of M35A2 front engine rounting bolts 

by road vibr~tion lw.s caused dnnage to front cross members and has caused 

the entiro ongino to bo roplacod. 

(b) Evnl't.1''\tion. A common discropmcy with tho MJSA2, LDS 465-1 

Engine, is a froquont loosening of tho front cngino mount bolts. Thoso 
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