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SECTION I, SIGNIFICANT OUGANiqATIONAL ACTIVIT;t!§ 
4 • 

1, {C) Significant events of the brigade for the peri1.>d ending 31 
October 1967. 

a. Thtring the reporting period the 15th Support Brigade was en­
gaged 92 days in operationo The brigade continued operation in the capa­
city of 5'upport Cor.ima.nd for Task Force Oregon, which on 26 October became 
the Americal Divisiono 

b. On 10 September 1967 the brigade cstnblished a Forward Supply 
Point at Tam Ky in support of the 1st Bde, 101st Airborne Division in 
Operation Wheeler. 

c. During the period the brigade supported the following tac-
ti~a.l op8rations: 

OPERATION HOOD RIVER · 

OPERATION COOK 

OPERATION WHEE.LE!l 

OPERATION WOLLAWA 

2. (11) PERSONNEL: 

a. Staff Officers - Gain~/Losses. The following reflects the 
gains/losses of staff officers which occurad within the headquarters 
during the period of this report. 

POSITION :OOSSES GAINS -
Executive Officer LTC Il. E. Tobin LTC E. S. Evans 

Chaplain CFT A. C. stover None to date 

S-1 OPT E~ C. Townsend CPT O. H. Aspinwall,Jr. 

S-2 ~JiJ n. Pierre, Jro None to date. 

S-3 LTC H. R. ~impson CPT D. C. Davy 

s-4 MAJ T. L. Orr None to da·~e 

Asst S-4 LT A.G. Ca~erano, Jr. LT J.P. Noon 

Hqs Cmdr CPI' F. Le Winkclmeyer 8PT S. L. Bibbs 

GROUP-4 
DOWNGRADED AT 3 Y.r.!;ili IN'J!ERV.US; 

Fo '< CT ~Lit:3:3IFIED AFrili 12 YEARS. • 
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CM' J. F. Close 

MAJ S. H. Wilson 

Nono to data. 

MAJ n. A. Smith 

.MAJ1 ;Jr,. C. Bowden 

In addition, WO 1, luis Ttodrlfu'Uez was attached to this headquarters 
as Food Sorvic.e Technician to provide assistance in improving food ser­
vice activities for the division. 

b. statistics. Tho followine statistics pertain to the brigaje 
during the reporting period: 

(1) AMV accidents - 25 

(2) Other accidents involving personnel - 2 

(3) AWOL - 3 

(4) Casualties: 

(a) KHA - 1' 

(b) WHA - 1 

(c) Non-battfo fatalities - 1 

(d) Non-battle injuries - 2 

(5) Awards: 

(a) Bronze Star Medal - 25 

(b) Ar~y Co~~ondation Modal - 45 

(6) Non-Judicial Punishment - 116 

(?) Courts-Martial: 

(a) General r.ourts-Martial - None 

(P) Special Courts-Martial - 6 

c. Unit Inactivation. ~eadquartors and Headquarters Company 
15th Support Brib~de was inactivated per Paragraph 1, General Order 198, 
Headquarters, US Arr:iy Pacific, dati>d 17 OctobP,r i-967" The effective date 
of the inactivation was 20 Cctober i967. There was no c?ncu~~ent order 
activating the unit as a divis1on support comand. C~ns~cyiently; Head­
quarters, Americal Division was queried concerm.::,_.. the statue of person­
nel who were assigned to the unit at the ti~e of in~ctivationo The 
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decision rendered by the Division was for the unit to maintain its CUl'­
:runt \:iosition as Headquarters and Headquarters Company of a support 
brigade until the question could be solved. No further information was 
available as of the closing date of this report~ 

3 • (U) INTELLIGENCE 

a. Intelligence and security activity during the quarter ending 
31 October 1967 were of a nomal nature. 

b. A semi-annual counterintelligence inspection was conducted 
on 5 October 1967 by the Division G-2. Units inspected were Headquarters, 
15th Support Brigade and 1a8th Maintenance Battalion» No security vio~a­
tions or major deficiencies were noted. 

c. Intelligence and secu~ity inspections were conducted in aJ.l 
subordinate units during the quarter. Areas of interest were physical 
security, internal security, classified docu~ent accountability, and the 
appointment of, ~ntrol personnel~ No major deficiencies were noted. 

d. Security clearance requests and validations continue in vol­
ume. 90 ~ersonnel required clearance or validation during the period. 

4. (C) CfBATirns, ORGANIZATION, AND THAINING 

a. Operations 

(1) The Brigade Logistical.Operation Control Center contin­
ued operation providing immediate response to logistical problems. All 
key personnel were illlr.lediately available in a 24 hour basis to re~olve 
problems in their areaso 

(2) Communications continued to be satisfactory with so~e 
difficulties incurred with lines available to distant points such as 
Saigon and supporting depots in Qui Nhon. 

(3) On 13 August 1967 the Forward Supply Point at Quang 
Ngai was closed and returned to Chu Lai. The F8P was re-established at 
Quang Nga.:L on 31 August 1967 and continued operation until 10 Septe!llber 
1967. It was then moved and established at Tar.t Ky. Support furnished 
at Tam Ky consists of Class III and 11tail gate11 supply of Class I and 
Class II & IV itens. 

b. Organization: 

Task Organization of the brigade rem4ined unchanged from the 
pre~ous report., 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 

c. Training: 

'While operational requirenents continue to limit training 
time, units ccntinued to acheivc their training objectives by conducting 
DA ~andatory training rcquire~ents, initial orientation of in-coming per­
sonne~, and other training directed toward enabling individusls to attain 
and maintain combat proficiency. 

·--. 

5o (U) IDGISTICS 

a. ~.: During the reporting period the .logistical re~our­
ces of the brigade have been directed toward: 

(1) Supportine combat operations by providing Forward Supply 
Points, retail POL points, and unit distribution where required. 

(2) Program.'iling support for units arriving in thP. Division's 
TAOU. 

(3) Ir-lprcving the b~se camp supply operations in the Chu 
Lai area. 

(4) Establishing an adequate ASL to support the :i.ncreased 
troop strength. 

(5) Elcpediting resupply of critical itens to i~clude repair 
parts. 

bo Maintenance 

Maintenance operations centime to be adversely affected by 
the shortar-e of certain critical repair parts, such as parts for engin­
eer equipment and 2} ten truck clutches. The high density of equipment 
to be bupported was a contributing factor. The arrival of the 588th 
Maintenance Company (DS) fron the 1st Loeistical Command to act as backup 
support shoul1, after this unit becones fully operational, improve main­
tenance support considerably. 

Co S.1pply 

~1) As ~ result of switch~ng fron Car.i Ranh Bay to Qui Nhon 
Depot as the primary source of supply for the Americal Division, requi­
sition cancel:ations have caused a 60% zero balance in the II and IV sup,-. 
ply point ASL. 

(2) The supply r.dssion continues unchancied fron the previ­
ous quarte:- except that i.he Brigade has been chal"&ed 'l'!i.th supporting the 
3d Bde, 1st Air Cav Divlsion by -anit distribut.:ton to their Porward Supply 
Elenent. 

---- --- ---------- --~ 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

6. (C) TUANS?OTI'l'.\TIC'N 

a. During the perlod of this ropcrt: Major John Brown., tho Div ... 
ision Transport !tion Cfficor, co::ipleted his ov,.rsons t,mr. He wao repla­
ced by M,ijor Bowden ·,iho n.rri ved on 24 October 1967. 

b. 'l'actical units of tho Division S'' !ccssfully opened and kept 
open the critical road net of Highway One. TL, Transportation Section 
utilized the organic truck units to resupply Quang Ngai and Due Pho by 
Highway One. Presently the Increase of supply '.'lovements dep1nds upon 
this vital roadway to resupply all five (5) brigades i~ the division. 
Vehicles arc sent as far north as Da Nanr, and ns far south as Sa Huyrih. 

c. Units of tho division Moved constantly within this reporting 
period. During Operation Hood River, firhting elements of the 1st Bde, 
101st Airborne Division moved to Quang Nhai for Operation Hood River and 
t,hen to the Tnn Ky area for Operation Benton" The 1st Squadron, 1st Arr.t­
ored Cavalry joined the Division fro!'l CCNUS during the r:ionth of Aut.,-ust. 

d~ I::i Septenber there were r.1ore unit noves within the I Corps 
Tc>.ctical Zone to ricot increasin1:. enemy resistance. Tho 1st Bde.,. 101 st 
Airborne Division was ~oved two (2) nore times. They moved from TaT!l Ky 
to fuc Pho and fror.i fuc Pho to Quan&: Nhai for security during t,hc Viet­
nnrr~se aloctions. The entire base ccrnp at Due Pho was then ~elocated at 
Chu Lai when Operation Wheeler be~nn. 

e. The 3d Bde: 1st Air Cavahy Division was cc1mmitted to Oper­
ation Wollawa in early Cctober nakinr it necessary to resupply four (4) 
brigades at one~. Transportation was arranged to move the 2d Squadron, 
11th Cavalry from Chu foi to Xuan Loe by airlift and sea lift. The move 
was cc,r.ipleted 15 October 1967. 

f. Durinc the latter part of Cctober t,he 1'ransportation Seccion 
in cont.i.ction with III NAF Er.1bar!cation Section noved the 198th Infantry 
Brigade into Chu Lai. Tactical eler:ients of tho 19!3th wore then ncved to 
fuc Pho. 

g. At the present tine the Tran&pcrtation Section is supporting 
five (5) bri,gades of the Ar.1erical Division. 

1 . t•.•' f!~:.:r; '·Ii.: 
• • ...,\;, •• ,,i..,.~ ·"'"''" .1, 

a. The units of the 15th Support Brigade continued to have 
Protestant Worship ServiceG and Roman Catholic Masses each Sunday during 
the Quarter. 

b. Weekly Protest<:1-".lt Bible Studios were c~nclucted in the even-• 
ing in the Brigade mess hai.l ~r.d at the 1,3d 'J'ran~porl.ation Company area.o 
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$,. (tr) HEADQUARTERS COMPANY 

a. The Officer, NCQ, and enlisted men clubs have made prepara­
tions for the monsoon season by attachin droFS for all screened areas. 

b. Improvement of all buildings within the area continues. 
Special emphasis was placed on preparing structures for the monsoon sea­
son and ir.iproving living conditions within the buildings. 
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Section II, Part I, Observation (Lessons Learned) 

·J • (o) OPERATIONS, ORGANIZATION AND TRAINING 

~: neconaissance of Proposed c,er~tional Areas. 

DISCUSSION: During previous operations reconnaissance of a 
number of areas was made by the various tactical and support elements 
concerned. These were not always coordinated and could possibly compro­
mise the element of surprise by repeated visit to the area under consid­
eration. 

OBSEilVATION: All elements of a proposed ope1•at_ion should 
coordinate their reconnaissance to tho area. 

2. (U) LCGISTICS 

as ITEM: Deployment of Conpat Service Support Elements. 

DISCUSSICN: When combat brigades are deployed into a new 
operational area they r.nist br:i.ng with ther.i their organic and/or division­
al "fair ehare" of cor.1bat service support clements. Without these ele­
~ents a serious suppurt probler.1 is encountered. There are not suf~icient 
resources within a divisional support comand to pick up support for add­
itional brigades which may be placed under OPCON of a division. 

OBSERVATION: It is essential that conbat brigades deploy 
with sufficient cor.1bat service support elements to provide normal direct 
support supply and rtaintena.nce. 

3. (0) AMMUNITICN 

a. ~ Storage of ar:mnmiti0n in low areas. 

DISCUSSIGN: During the dry season (,f thH yea:r units who were 
familiar with monsoon rains attempted to store ammunition in trenches. 
These trenches afforded the ;\J"\T'!Unition excellent protection fron ener.iy 
attack nnd were less noticable than areas where ar.inunition was protected . 
by above-ground berms. During t,he "flash rains" which are prevalent dur­
ing tht= monsoc,n soason, the trenches collected as much as six feet of 
water and quantities of ar.Ditlnition becar.ie unserviceable. 

OBSErlVJ.TICN: Despite the advanter;:es of trench storage during 
the dry season, this method shculd be haltcc well before the monsoon sea.­
son begins and above ground berms should be used to preserve amr.iunition 
fron water soakageo 

b. ITEM: Stor·age of Open CannistE;.::•s ol :"'.r0pel1ant Charees With­
in Bunkers. 
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DISCUS~: Several artillery units have been storing open 
cannisters of propellnnt charp·es to facilitate removal durint; fire miss­
ions. This practice exposes propellant charges to two (2) hazards: (a.) 
the possibility of a spark igniting the char[.e; and (b) the more distinct 
possibility of water damaue to these charges. Ea~h charhc ccntains a bag 
of black powder which absorbs water readily. In a climate as humid as 
Viet Nam, the possibility of moisture damage is considerable. 

OBSEnVATir.N: Units should not open propellant charg~ con­
tainers until a fire mission is called. 

c. ~: 11D.id11 Artillery and Mortat:- Amrnmition. 

DISCUSSION: A 10% 11 dud11 rate is expected to occur in llrtill­
ery ru:ununition. Units have fired particular lots of al?111D.initfon which have 
produced an abnormally hif!h percenta!. e of 11 dudl!l11 • Even upon recognition 
of this increa.Jed dud perc~~tage some units continued to expend this lot 
of a.r.t':lllnition. Dud rounds recovered by the ener.iy provide him with excell­
ent bo~by traps which have been effectively used aBainst friendly forces. 

OBSEHVi.TION: When units ovserve a particular lot of runr.runit­
ion to have an e.iecessive 11dud11 rate, the lot should be locally suspended., 
reported to higher headquarters, and only used on an extreme emergency. 

d. ITfil.t: Abandoned AMrn.1ni tion 

DISCU$SirN: D.irine the past three months several instances 
have oco~red where units have failed to police all ammunition when leav­
inr, a base &re~. When units are moved to new areas, nany rounds of serv­
iceable alTlJTlllnition fr:.;li.1ding swall arris rounds, n.Jrtar rounds, and Claymore 
mines, have been left behind. This affords the enemy a ready supply of 
aJ11.rrunition to be used against friendly forces. 

OBSERVATir.N: Units must takci special precautions to insure 
that all ar.JJ1Unition is removed from the area before abandonment, to avoid 
its being used aeJ.inst them in the future., 

4. (U) TnANSPCffiATION 

ITEl1: Energency Airliit Procedures 

DISCUSSION: An increasinf nuwber of oneri[ency airlift requests 
within the Division have res~lted in the disruption of scheduled aircraft 
corranitr.tents. In !'lany cases these requests which had been deemed combat 
essential in nature have disrupted the flow of supplies which were more 
critical in need • 

.Qfil>EF,VATICN: The '}lrh,.rity systm= as 01Ltlin.ed .in ~CV it~tt 55-4, 
Annex B mist be utilized. ill ~ve111ent · J'equest s deem&,\ as e•1ergencies 
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shall be carefdlly sc:..·eened,,,by comrnanders to insure that tl1ese requests 
are~moe essenti~l than the routine movement of supplies to the ~sing 
unit. 

b. ~: Preplanning Emergency Airlift. 

DISCUSSIC'N: Emergency airlift are used to augment the norr.tal 
supply routes to the using unit. The normal routes can be disrupted at 
any time a.~d a hesvy cowmitment is placed upon helicopter airlift to con­
tinue resupply to units. 

OBSEUVATION: A preplanned airlift of one (1) day1s supplie~ 
shall be included in the logistic~ portion of an operati0n order. Supp­
lies could be prepackaged and set aside ibr delivery 11on call". This . 
would decrease the time lost in the changover frum normal supply channels 
to emergency status and increase the time available to complete their 
normal flli.ssions. 

5. (U) HEADQUARTERS CCMPANY 

a. ~: Insulation of Billet and Office Roofs. 

. DISCUSSICN: During the dt.ylit:ht hours semi-perl!lailent struct-
ures used as billets or offices becoMe unco:'li'ortably warm due to the heat 
dissapited by the galvanized iron roof. Heat inside theefe buildings can 
be reduced considerably if a false ceiling is constructed from salvage 
tent liners or styrofcam blocks from annnunition packages. 

OBSEnVATICN: ¥ore comfortable living and working conditions 
can be ob~ained by the use of salvage tent liners or s\yrof9am blocks for 
roof insulation. 
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,1. vOF-GC- ( 13 tlov 67) 1st Ind 
~~ll1J1DT: r1;1erati.onal !le'[lort, ;.. les!"ons Le-~\rned (::CS-CSt<'0~..:65):(tt). 

fl,\, .r, ;,1:.e't'ic:11 Di vision, ,l.Pv S-an Fr!111c:!.sco 963711 ,. JAN 1968 
T0: r.orw'!nndfng Gener.'tl-, Unihd States n.rmy, V:i.etna:n, "".''rN: •• :1/HOC-Df:T, 

AFO San Pranc:tsco 9637') 

1. (11) F,,rw.'\rde:i herewith i~ the. s11b,j~ct r1-rort of the .. ner:ic,1J. 
·~ur-:'ort Go"i ·:ma_. 

9. (ll) The followine cnrt•1ents are cor>sidered purt:\.nent t,o i;h•~ 
r:if<'r,,·:-ict,ri :"'i•\\::.r,n,11 ,:,f the h:4,Sic coM-nuri:\.c,,tion. 

h. F.:erert:nce: Secti Oil u'. r::trt r J p,:l.r.;-. 3h' Pe 1. L1::1tr1:ct.:l O!;f' 

t,,) k,~r-n !'l",')"'•~llint, c.h:ireer; riror: ... rl •, pticYed ~md Re.;1led r,r'ior to· fir:inr- hn,rc. 
h~!'rJ 1

1:i'1$...,"1i.n.:tt.;d tn ,-1.ll :;l~tiJJer,;,; un5tf' :in a D1.v:lsi.on !,rtHler::· lett~r 
')f 1? ':Cr, t7 • 

3. (U) 'I'M.s he:id:'}U:lr-terf! N>11curs ·,.-:I.th th~ 0hfle'V~d·,:lnn ir.rl. cri•tr'l<:r,tr-; 
~')nt,,d.nerl in the sut,ject re:,ort. 

F'C~. ?H..:. co:J•c.-,HD.c.1/: ~ /'? - · ·· -·~,. L.~r 
· . 0 K!-mfrI' .. '?' 

f" Capt, AGC 
-.:-- Asst Adjutant CeneraT 

J(J 
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AVHGC-DST ( 13 Nov 67) 2d Ind (U) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1967 

(RCS-CSFOR-65) 

HEAlXlUARTERS, UNI'l'ED STA'l'ES ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 

TO: Commander in Chief, United St~tes Anr.y, Facific,-ATTN: GPOP-DT, 
APO 96558 

9 JAN 1968 

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned 
for the qua~terly period ending 31 October 1967 from Heaqquarters, Americal 
Di,;ision Support Command as indorsed. · 

2. Concur with report as indorsed. Report is considered adequate.· 

FOR THE COMHANDER: 

Copies furn: 
HQ, Americal Div 
HQ, Alnerical Div Supt Comd 

" V 

II 

t!f v,A ~ 4.. T ~.t.L, 
C. -~< /\~ASA 
Captain, AGC 
Assistant Adjutant General 
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GPOP·DT(l3 Nov 67) 3d Ind (U) 
SUBJECT: Operations~ Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 3~ October 

1967 from HQ, Americal Div Spt Comd (RCS CSFOR-65) 

HQ, US A!Ull, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 1 9 JAN 1968 

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of ·the 
Armi, Washington, D. c. 20310 

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding 
indorsements and concurs in the report as indor~ed • 

FOR THE CCMMANDER IN CHIEF:. 

£~--
HEAVRIN SNYDER 
CPT, AGC 
Asst AG 
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