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IN IIIPI.Y _,.Ill TO 

CONF~DENTIAL I 

Dll'AIITMDff OI THI ARMY 
Ol'l'ICS o, TMK ADIUTANT CIKNKIIAL 

WAININCITON, D,C. IOIIO 

AGAH-P (M) (4 Mar 68) FOR ar RD-T674263 7 March 1968 

SUBJECT : 
1 

Operational Report • LH 1on1 L11med, Headquarter 1, Americal 
Division Artillery, Period Endina 31 October 1967 (U) 

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1. Subject report 11 forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance 
with paragraph Sb, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should be 
reported to ACSFOR ar RD, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days of re­
ceipt of coverina letter. 

2. Information contained in this report 11 provided to insure appro­
priate benefits in the future from le11on1 learned durina current operations 
and may be adapted for use in d1velopin1 trainin1 material. 

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY: 

. I /! AJ}~(J~r,~-f:'; 
. . It f.,T; ~r::,f"':"-
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US Army Combat Development1 7•C~d -;-_ _, :> '• ·\ ., •,"' 
Commandants ·:: . ··-'. ' . /., '•;\1~ '· ..-.,· .. 

us Army War Collea• · . ,_:·· .-,_ · l\ :::--.~·-:, 
US Army Co111Dand and General Staff Coll~&• .:, , ·/, . ." '<i '•• ... 
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!: CONFIDENTIAL 
DEPARMNT OF THI ARK! 

HEADJJARTEltS AMERIC,U. DlVISION ARTIWRY 
APO San Franci ecd ·9&37 4 . 

AYJ'•AT 22 November 1967 

SJBJICT: · Operational Report-Lessons Learned (RCS-CFFOR-65) 

TO: S~ DISTnIBUTin?T 

~TION I 

Significant Organization or Unit Activitiep.· 

1, PreNDt Organization. 

a, Aesigned or attached element,. 

Headquarters, Americal Division Artiller,y. 

2d Battalicm, 11th Artillery ( 1;,mn Howitzer) {Towed). 

)d Battalion, 16th Artillery, (15Smm Howitzer) (Towd). 

)d Battalion, 18th Artillery, (811 Howitzer/17.5mm Oun) (Self• 
Propelled) • 

OPCON 

5th M.:~_ine Battery (Provisional). 

1st Platoon 155 Gun Batter,y (Self-Propelled), 

3d Platoon, 811 Howitzer Battery (Self-Propelled). 

Battery A, 1st Bat~lion, 30th Artillery (15,am Howitzer) (Towed) 

3d Platoon, Battery G (Searchlight), 29th Artiller,y 

1st Platoon., Battery G (SO Caliber), 6Sth Artillery (Automatic 
Weapons), 

b. At the tind of the report period, the 16 searchlif,hts or the 
3d Pllltoon, Battery G, 29th /,rtillery wore deployed in support of Americal 
Division units as follows: 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL ~ 
Ult IJMBp <I' LJGID'S 
1,t Battalion·, 21st l.rtillery, 3d Brigade, 1,t 
Cavalry Division {Airmobile) 4 

3d Battalion, 82d Artillery, 196th Light In.t'antr1 
Brigade 2 

Chu Lai Defense Command 1 

3d Battalion, 18th l.rtilleey, 196th Light lntantry 
Brigade Area of Operations) 3 

2d Battalion, 9th Artillery, 3d Brigtde, 4th Intantry 
Division 2 

2d Battalion, 11th Artiller,y, {3d Brigade, 4th Intant.17 
Diviaion Area ot Operations) 4 

c, The four MS5 1s {quad ,50) ot the 1st Platoon, Battery G, 
65th Artillery (Automatic Wt:apons) nre deplo7ed undar the Operational Control 
of the 3d Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division (.Airmobile). 

2, Summary of Events. 

a. With the redesignation of Headquarters, Task Force Oregon 
ae Headquarters, Americal Division on 20 Septaber 1967, Task Force 
Oretc,n Artillerr became ;1111erical Division Artillery. The diviilon ar­
tillery continues to operate at t~ austijre manning levtil originally 
set-up tor the Task Force, but is scheduled to activate a nonnal Head­
quarters and Headquarters Battery, TOE 6-302E, in NovEJmber. 

b. COllll!Und inspections of the three artillery· battalions com­
Jrising the division artillery were conducted by Division Artillery Head­
quarters in preparation for impending AGI'•• General forrmt and check­
lists tor the ,·,GI were used for these inspections. 

2d Battalion, 11th Artillery - 5 August 1967. 

3d Battalion, 18th /.rtillory - 12 September 1967. 

3d Battalion, 16th J.rt~ller1 - 19 October 1967. 

c. /,nnual General Inspuctions ot the following unite were conducted 
by the J.merical Division Inspector Genaral during the report period. Both 
battalions suocesetully passed their /.nnual General Inspectiona and were 
comended far the outstl\nding manner they wre performing their primary mission 
and are in the process of correcting arr:, deficiencies noted. 

2d Battalion, 11th Artiller;y - 18-22 September 1967. 

3d Battalion, 18th ,~rtiller, - 23-27 October 1967. 

d. J,ll artilldry units with Anllrical Division received the 
Field J.rtillt:ry Digitel Automatic Comµiter {FADAC) and associated equip­
~nt in /.Uf~at 1967. /1 team from Field J.rtillery Digital J.utomatic Com­
piter/Tacticai Imagery Interpretation Fa~~\1 i.L sist1U1ce Team, Pacific 

CONFIDENTIAL J.! · ......... ·-



_____________________ .......__. ~ ....... · ........... ..,., 

V• .. o\,o, 

~ .. ~ ~•~ ~ adn~'~~i,i,ol of all or~lw-7 . 
bat.WiOIII duainl tba period 21~MM\ 196'1. 'l'hi equijant Wal i1auad 
on 25 ~•t . 196'7, following aompi.~tiih' i-ot the · OOW'H of illltnotion. · . 
Held artiller7 data compater ha■ proven to be a Nliabl11, etteotin ti.a ■Yiq 
Pftbl17' dnioe, when oper•ttonal, Hownr, a deadlirw rate ot llJ wae ex­
pel'ielloed. 

· • · · •• 'nl• Amiriaal D1viiion ·,.rtUlery conducted a Fin Direction 
Cour• in Auaut 1967, torFire Dir_,tion .otticera and Chief ocmpiter1 at both 
Batte17 and Battalion. 'l'be rm,>oH ot thl ocurH ,.. to acquaint 111pemaor, · 
per10nntl with• their .re1ponaibil1Ue1 and to 1tre11 those gunn117 tech-
nique 'Nhich are particular!~ applicable to Vietnu. The cour• ha• prOV'm 
to be extl'tJlllq benetio~•t• • A •~nd COIU'te will be conducted 1n December. 

t, In A11au1t, Divi■ion Artillery reque1ted IUl'Yey wppor~ trcm 
Third Narine Aq,hibi0111 Poree to e1tablieh third order IUJ'fl7 control w1 thin 
the dbilion Tactical Area ot Re11>on11bilit7. Division Artillltry has no eurv17 
oapabil1t7. Th11 requeat was tol'WDl'ded to Military A11ietonce Ccmnand Vietnam 
which talked the 509th lngl.nnr Compa~ to accomplish the eurve7. On 4 Octob-.r 
a 27-man team comenced euneying 10 third order control points along Highway 1 
fl'Clll Chu Lai 'to Hill 63, Upon completion ot the project · a total ol 13 third 
order llll"V'i7 t,0int1 will have been eatehli1hed al~ lfi,t'1tllilT 1 in .+.he ~meric11l 
DJ.vi■ion T•ct.ibal Area- ot Reai,onlibility. · 

3. Operations. 

•• The ~".mdrical Division i.rtille17 in addlLtion to- ext:ircieing 
tul1 coanand over the units listed piragraph d, supervises a.rtillerJ 
teohniquo1 and coordinates th~ tires ot S direct support artillery bat-

, tallona and two ■eparate batterie1. 'Ibis artille17 ii ■pread laterall.J a 
dietance of 1ome 150 Kil0111eters. In addition to its prinar7 mi1eion ot 
providing artillery tires for the itmllrical Division, thl DiTbion J.rtil­
lery provid11 eupporting tires, on a coordination and cooperation ba11i11 
tor the 2d lnq Republic ot Vietnam, \be 2d Republic of Korea Marine Brigade, 
and tor Special Force a· Teams and United Stat•• Marine units operating in or 
adJacent to the Divi1ion Tactical t.rea ot Responsibility. · 

b, During the report period Division Artillery provided aupporting 
artiU.17 tirt1 tor the following maJor operation■ ot the Divilions 

Operation HOOD Rivm 

Operation BENTON 

Operation COOK 

2~13 Auguet 1967 

14-31 ,~usust 1967 

2-10 Septenber 1967 

·.Operation WHEELER 11 September _.1967 (continuing) 

Operation WAWMA 4 October 1967 (continuing) 

1) HOOD IIVER · 

. . a) .In coordination with the 2d ·Aatl Republic ot Vietnam DiTieion and 
the 2d Repiblic ot Koren Marine Brigr,dt, the /Jnlrica.l Division (then Taak Force 
<mmOH) conducted aHualts 1n S>Dtl to destroy enemt tore•• and in1tallation1 in 
the fl.oinit,J of Base J.r~a 121 ~ •. · . . ' 

:7 CONFIDENTIAL 
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b) mn:.:1.on l•rtl.ll~ -iCl!I with twa ,,.,,,,. ~­
itser batt•n• and· one 8"/1'7,a ~ .battll'J' in addition to d.1.NOt 1uinrt 
artil1117, C Blttl1'7, 2d s.ttalian, fith Artiller:, (·f55mn How) •• IIOnd · 
by h1Ucoiitll' to a tiring t'Ol!lition in vtcinUy of ft\ TRI mr CIOO 0111111" (SR 
393703) on. 31 Jul:, 1967 to reinforce th• tirn of' the· 2d Batt11lion, ,'-0th 
ArtU1117, Ch 2 A,.u■t 1967, B Batter,, 3d Battalion, 119th lrt.1.ll:e,oy (An/1'7,;m 
RUD) and· C Batt,_,., 3d Battalion, 16t.h ~rtill917 (15i;11111 How) 111and to f'il'in,. 
polition1 in th• v1.cinit7 of' BS 46"18'10 to- ,rodde ,reneral IU1'IDOl"t for- t~•· 
operation and to reinforce the tires ot th• 2d &itt11ton, 3,oth Art,1118". 
C 8att117, 3d Battalion, 16th Artiller,- ,rovidld di'l'fl!Ct fl1ffl!ICl't ftIT' +,he ,d 
Sauadron, 11th Armored Cavair, Re,dment. TM U'till1117 onaniutton f'or 
ccmt,at ••· ae follows: 

2d Battalion, 9th Artiller,'·'(.) 

3r! Battalion, 82d Artilleey (+) 

2d Battalion, 320th ,\rtillery 

2d Battalion, 11th l.rtilleey (.) 

C Batteey ( OPCON to 2/'J~) 

3d Batt,.lion, 16th Artiller, (-) 

C Bat~91'1 (OPCON to 3/18) 

3<' Battalion, 18th Artillll'f (-) 

2. Bnl'l'ON 

Dlreat &n,Nrt - 3d !rl• 
~ad•, ·4th Infantn 01.vi­
sian 

Direct Stn,J,crt - 1 ct6th 
Limt Inhntn Bri'8de · 

Direct Swrort - 1 at Bri­
f71'de, f01at Ai!'bcrne "1v1-
■1on 

rr9flltl'll Sut,Nrt/Retnf'orci nv 
'-d Bat ♦Alion, CH:h -~rUllflli­
Reinf'or-cin,r • :,d Battlllion 
. 3,oth Artillerv 

rteinto:rcinv. • ~d Bllttfll:l "'n, 
A'-d Artil leM' 
Direct. ~uimort - 2d St,uar'­
ran (-), 11th ~rmored r.ava­
lary l?.edment 

r"reneral ~t P.ttinf'orc1.rur• 
2d Battalion, '.4:,('t.h ~!"till"l'V 

a) Americ11l Division (then Tuk ll'oroe OR.1!1",()N) conducted off"'tl'livtt 
operations to locate and dPetrc,y enetl\f t'orce1, inet11.l.htions l'.nd f11oi1.itioe 
in end around BAse J.:rea 117. 

b) Division Artille17 eupi,orted the ope~tion with three 155111ft 
hawi.tzf'.ll" batteries and one 811/1?5mn ~un batter., in addition•to direct ,.m­
port artiller7. On 11 Auguat 1 967,. C Batter,, 3d Batblion, 16t'°' ~rtillery 
moved to the Tim PHOUC CIOO CamJ) {BT 104149) And on 14 Jl,w,uat 1967 was ,.,lAred 
under 0PC0N ot' the 1st Brigade, 101st Abcrne D.1.YiiSior,. flle artUle" cr,An­
cation tor combat was ns tollon: 

2d Battalion, 9th Artilleey (.) 

4 

Direct Sup-art • 3d Bn­
~ei.de, 4th Int'ant~ Divi­
lian 

-



. ........ _. •.,_ , .. · .. . • •w 111 · ,t . ., 

. ' - ' -

3d' Batt.Al.ion, 82d /.rtlU_.,. ·(+) J>lreot ~ - 1ci6th 
. ti.lht Int11ntl".Y Bri,Jt1t 

2d BAttalion, ,20th·A~!11•ri · Dl.reot 8u'oclcrt • · t ■t lri•· 
,Ade, 101st Ail"bcirn• D1vt.­
■1on 

Reintoroin"' - '" ~tt,,.lion, 
%h Artille" 

r.ener~ SuN"Ort "R."1.nf Ol'oi~ 
-

2d Bltt~lion, 11th Artiller, (+) 

34· Battalion, 16th Artil1917 (.) 

A Batter, · Reintoroi~• - 3d s-ttt•linn, 
82d ArtilleTT 

,, C0(J[ 

Hawiti1er Batt_,. 2d Battalion, 
11th Armored Caval.Ar, R~ 

a eatt917 

3d BattP.lion, 18th Artillery(-) 

B Batt91'7 

'leinforcbu, - 1d Jl,ltb.Uon, 
A,d Artille:rv 

Reintoroe 3d Bn, 18th jrtT 

Oeneral Su,:,i,ort Reinforcin«'!9 
3d Bat+alion, A2d Jrtillery 

- -
1teintoroe 3d Bn, 16th ,.rt:r 

A) Tho Diviaion eupy:,orted Vietnamese elections bv: (1) Con­
ductiiw aggre■ive cordon and search o~erP.tione within ft8simed -TAort•s, (2) 
Pron~ disunt ■ecurit1 by sr,arch P.nd de111trc,y ia.nd •creenin- t11ctios tor 
polli~ sites e1t11blished within are,.s ot re11T10nsihi11t,-, (3) Providin~­
logi1tical ail" aupi,ort to Re,,ublio of. Vietn,i.a .•.s.r Perce, when necftflsary, 
within l'fftrictiona reruired by US ~liar, (4) ProvidinR ffOU'l\d cr heUborne 
OOJIIJ!llnT Ilse r•dy renction foroee, on order, to '-lreH de4'1ftet1 R~ro'6r1.1.t.te due 
to ~•pl.acaatnt or r,over,mumt Viet.11111 torce■ duri~ election i,eriod. 

. . 
b) DJ.Tision /,rtillery conducted an aoceleNted fl.I T'l!'Oln""ffl cm 

nrea■ contP..in:l.11,' enemy infilt!'lltion routes Md lilcelT arus f'or ro,.1c~/rnort,.r 
tirinp, lites. The opc,:r,:ition Wlll!I 111.l~N)rted f'ram the norl!V'l c~.Tlflnt) l'rtU­
lr.y 1)0sitiona exce,,t tor a -r:,rovisional 4-hawitser b11tterv rroin th~ ,d P.11.t­
tallont '1th Lrtiller.v which on I. Sfflamber 1067 ,.111 ,nnved t.o ffl. '"'~·""' (l3T 
130201} to reintoroe the 2d · 131.tt-t,lion, 32<'th !rty. Or~,.nb111tion f'o,- cnrnb,it 
wa■ ~s follows: 

2d BAttnlion, 9th Artillery (-) 

3d Battalion, 82d f.rtiller:v ( +) 

Direct ~""°rt - 3d lb-i­
c,,-.de, L:' h Infantrv Divi­
sion 

Direct Ruimort - 106th 
Lill'ht Inf1'\llt,-y B,.i~,.d~ 

2d Batt~lion, 320th Artiller, Di-rect. &u,r,ort - 1st ~i-
v,,-de, 101st. Mrbcrne Div1.­

. ■ion- · ... ........ 
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2d Batt.lion, 11th,_. nenm.1 l!inlDort • 2d lkt­
t,.11.on, 9th ,.rti118"' 1t~ 

,ct BattAlion, 120th •rtll• 
1917 with 1 battery •0'1. 

3d BAttAlion, 16th Artille" 

3d BattAli?n, 18th Artillft'J' 

Reinforoirw - ,d 9'tt.111ion, 
82d ArtillffJ' 

t"-enff11.l /;1.t'DNrt/'?.einf orc-' n• -
3d Battalion, 82d 1.rtillfll'!T 

4) WHmER 

a) On 10 _Sept.ember 196?, AiiJeriOl!l Division commenced a i: h111.tt11lio,, 
ottenlive and 1ecurit1 OJ)ffation, in three i,ha,,,11, to de11troy enffl!IY bltae cPmi,e 
tortiticationa 111.nd eneni, forccia OJ'91'&ti1'16' in terr11.in weet of T~.'f,f " 11.nd alonp; 
Route 1 between TI.M ICY a.rd 'Hill 63. Oi,er11tion continues. 

b) Division Artillerr ■UJ)l)Orted the cmerntion ,ae f'ollOWl!I: 
C Batter,, 3d Be.ttAlion, 16th Artillery diei,l.Aced to the TI~T W.l'.'tJC Snecial 
Forc11 Camp (BT 105144) on 10 Septent,er 1967 to tTovide reinf'o:rci'1'. f'irAe f"' 
the 2d Battftlion, 320th Artillery. 'l'he batter., mc,,,e4 11.~Pin on 26 ~,mt"lllbfl!" 
1967 to Nl,9218'J0 to continue it'• mission or. J'lldnforcin,r tfte '-d 'P.lltt11lion, 
320th Artillery, rP.turni~ to Tilllf 'PHOtlC on 19 October 1Q67. Artillerv or­
~nnisation for cont,at wai, as f'ollawe: 

2d Batt.Ill.ion, 9th Artillery (-) 

3d Batt"1ion, A2d ftrtiller., (+) 

2d &.ttlllion, 320th Artiller,-

2d ~ttltlion, 11th Artillery(+) 

3d BettnUon, 16th Art.11le17 

C 81!.ttery-

3d Battnlion, 18th .~rtiller.v (-) 

5) Wt.LI/Mf. 

r>i.rect SuN"Ci't - 3d Bri­
g,-de, 4th Infmtry T>ivi• 
ed.on 

r>i.rect Sut,N)'.T"t - 106th 
LiRht Infrntrv 'RM.P•d"' 

Direct SuTl'r'Ort - 'at Bri-
. ,r11de, 1t'1at !-.irbome Dlvl­

Bion 

Reinf(l"cin, - ,d 'Bftttali~n 
9th J.rtillo?Y 

Reinforcin,, - 3d ~ttalinn, 
R2d .~rtillery 

Reinforcin~ - ,d J3attA11on, 
3?0th Jl.rtiller., 

Go nerd SuN"ott ~.einf orc1 n~ -
3d :S,.,ttAlion, AAd Arti11erv 

a) The AmericAl Division conducted offensive OM!"'ti.one in the lJI'-1) 
DUC - QUE BOO Vallq to locate and dea+ra, North Vietnmneee/Viet Con,r main 
and locA-1 torce units nnd provide aecuri ty to J!rovince H111.drUl!rter11 irnif KY 
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. ', , · . . .. .. ........-._· ' 

.'. . ' . " •· ~ . 
and 

0

tnp11Nf elllftttnt• 111~ ~ 1 betwen' 'l'I.H KT Md Hill 63 (8'1'13245'). 
A .'Ille,. lflaa4e, 11t Oavalary D1TUl1111f,\Sl'ilobUe) •• added to the ftlftffiul 
"\ D1Tldtn-f1Nf .fer tht oper11tua. . ;flit '.OJll'll'l't-le.·eonttnu•• · • . 

• • • • I • • I ~~ . ~ ." ... • • I • , . 

. b) DI.Yi•ion Art:l.11917 •-tel tht oi,er~tion Ill follClf'lt ;" 
A BatttrJ, 3d Battalion, 16th _.'1rtiller, · d11plaaed to Hill ~ (ffl24311) 
an 14 Ootcbtl' 196'1 to prm.dt General SuJ,port Reintorci~ tire• tm- th• 
11t Battalion, 211t Arti11917. A platoon ot B ~tte", ·'d Battalion, 1Ath 
Art:l.11117 (2•1751111l IUftl) tlilplaced to 'ft.11 29 on 2 Ootober 1967 ffld the 8" 
platoon ftl d:l.lpl&ced to HiU 6, err 139444) ,on 26 Ootobff 1967 to 1'l"0vide 
General SUpy,o,t _Reinforoi~ tires for th• 11t Batt111ion; 21,t ,.rtill917. 
Al01111t VS.tb:the direct ■Ul'J'Ort artill9" of ·the bn,ad"i the Division f,rtil• 
1917 we Aleo nu,.ment~ bJ one 15511ft Batt_,. (A BattMT, 11t Batt111ion, 30t .. 
Art:l.Uer,), a tour -piece .Pl"oviliONt.l Marine batterv ind bT a section (4-1'-S5l11) 
of O Bitter,, 65th Artillery, all ot which were placed under nrcOM af +,he 1tt 
Battalion, 211t Ai-tiller,. Ai-tiller, o~anilation f'or oomba~ •u• as ~n11,,,,., . 

2d Battalion, 9th Artiller., (.) 

3d Battalion, 82d Artillery 

2d BattAlion, 320th Artille17 

1st Battalion, 21st Artillery(+) 

2d Batblion, 11th Artillery (+) 

•, 

· ;d B&ttal1on, 16th ArtU.1917 

3d Battalion, 18th .Artillery (.) 

4) Administrative and TP-ctical 1-'cwe■: 

1 • to,htice. 

none. 

Tlirect S~ort - 1d 131-i• 
gadt, 4th Int1.1ntr,' Din•· 
don 

Direct Sui,-,,crt - 106th 
Li,ht Intantl'Y' Brt«ade 

Direction S\11'\Nrt - 1 et 
Bri1tade, 101st Airbcrne 
01.vieion 

'01.rect S~t - 3d Bri• 
~ade, 1 et Ci,v11lary Divi• 
aion (AirJ!IObile) 

:sleintorcin,r - 2d Bft.ttltlion, 
9th ftrtille17 

'lleintorcinir - 3d-. 'Ratt11linn, 
Fl2d J.rtiller, • 
neintorcinv - 2d B,t.tto11.lion, 
320t.h Artillel7 • 
'lleinf orci~ - 1 ht ~ttAlion, 
21et Artillerv 

Gene!"l'l Sutmot-t~eintorc-4 n, .. 
1 et Batb.Uan,·••21·■t. Artillery 
with one ~attar:," 

•• ,ns: Calibration or Artiller., Tubes. • · · -I• . 
·. -

Dipcupsion: Due to the JMM~ in 'Which 11.rt1.1.lfllrv is utilbed 

•••• 
--



in ftetnam, i.e. wi:l;h a 6400 mil tiri~ C&Nl.bility, it ie hiPhly desirable 
that Talid veloci t7 errors be obtllined f,:r each y,iece. ArtilltlT unit■ at 
prffent mu■t rely on comparative VE1s obtained from several redatration■ 
nad• in conj\Dlction with concurrent metro■, 'lbie method rec-uiru conaid-· 
erable time and ·ccnputation and ,:ives oni, a comparative VE. In afdition, 
t~• large vol.uae ot tiring renuires that VE1s be Neomimted on a •tin111"" 
baail. Calibration support was reouested of' the 1 at Io~ieti~l c.,_nd in 
Jul.J 1967, Cl\libration or the artiller, wee.i,c,n■ or the Americ11.l Diriainn 
ie now scheduled to begin in late Movember 1967, 

~IO:rY&tign: There 1a an ur,rent rec,uirement tor cal.ib~tion 
ot artillery tubes on a recurring baaie. VE•,e will enable artiller, uni.ts 
to deliver 1110re accurate tire and preclude errors which could le~.d tp 
aerioue accidents or incidents. 

b. lt.al: Field Artillery Data Automatic Comy:,uter (FADAC). 

Discussion: The introduction or FADflC has ~roven extremelv 
beneficial. Speed and accuracy r:L computation has incre11.sed. The abil i tv 
to compute metro and VE data, 11.nd to provide independent checke or firi~ 
data has also improved. The system has proven tairl.v r~~ed, but down time 
has been excessive due to lnck of spare parte. ASL 1R and r>LL•s coJ!tl)uted in 
CONUS have not proven entirely s11.tistactor.v in this thegter. Demand data 
is being compiled for FADAC 1s by the 188th ffp.intenance B.!~talion Rnd other 
support organizations. 

Obsem.tion: 'lhc FADAC has proven itself to be a relit1ble, 
effective, time snvinp; and rugged device. An ad .. ·l"IW!.te flow of s"Mre 'D8.rts 
will greatly increase tho number of operatioMl FAD/,C 1s, 

c, .ll.&: Lack or Heiwy Lift CP.t1nbility. 

Dic,suanign: .~ new hiv;h l'ercent d art,illerv moves imd or em-­
munition resupply must be rerformed by helicopter aircr~ft made available 
to Division. To move a stripped 1i5mn batterv to a fortn1rd fire base, 01.vi­
sion Artillery must depend on the U, s. Marines for CH-53 Rircr11.rt or on CH-54 
aircraft which are aeaiRned·to u.s. units in ad,1Rcent C'I'~. f. casP. in "Mint 
was C Battery, 3d BAtblion, 16th Artillerv on 17 October 1967 loct\ted ,t a 
forward fire base. For two successive days all effa-te to extract. that b111t­
ter,y ueing borrowed CH-5'.3 drcratt failed due to limited 11.vailability or 
these aircraft and their limited capability to lift e. 1,;i; howitzer. The 
tire base ,ms P.ttAcked for throe of the last four davs loeing 5 killed and 
17 wounded in one attack which penetr11.ted the perimeter of Battery A, 2d 
Battalion, 320th Artillery. The third• day, after a combat essential mission 
had been declared at the hi~hest level, a CH-54 aircraft wtu1 fin111ly i,ro­
vided by the 1st !,ir CP.valry Di.vision to the Americ8l Division for the ex­
·traction of this firing battery. F.xtraction or other elenents on the·r~ro 
base had been delayed pendinp. e.vailability or a hett,vy lift helicopter, .1eo­
pnrdiling a sizeA.ble force. 

Cbservation: The Division must hRve immediately av11ilable a 
heaV7 lift aircraft capability to enable the m-oper depl0VT11Pnt ~nd eJ11T1loyment 
ot medium ertiller;v ~n the counterinsurp,ency environment or Vietnam. 

g 
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d, Items Reaui,,:,11' ~t Art-lRW-on Ouri.ne .Hell.VJ' Rllint•ll 
Period,. . . ' 

·· : :· ' I I I' .. 

Dieouelion: On 8 October 19iiH~'-~~tal ot f."ourtefln l'.nd one 
halt inch• ot l'ftln tell in A 24 · hoar Nl"iod. Jl.bcteneive d11~• Wllll!I don111 
to lmlr't H a l'e■ult, tlnoMa(r rnd washin,. Coneeruentlv 11v11i111ble 11.m­
aunition ttoclcl at certAS.-, tirinw positione rMched 11n U11111ccei,t,,i.bl:v low 
lqyel, Inlutticient helioopt.era were ftve.1l111ble to 1'1Pint,.in thfl AS". •s 11.t. -
the tiring poaitiona. For " period tor three den to six dl'n in some se111.a, 
SO percent of 1111 amnnmition NSUJlf'lY ot artillery unite in the lmeriC11.l 

TACll •• br rotal"J wi~ P.ircratt, often over loM distimcea. 'lbe m-obHm 
vu further comr\ic,i,ted b:,- a shortn~e or slin"e 11nt1 11aaocbted ""'ui"fleJ\+. 
Incl•-nent weAther on 10 October wa1 det'llled too h"z.-rrioua to f'lv ,it 1111. 
While available ammunition etocke never rw.ched A criticPl 1~vel, ff 11nd I · 
tirea were curtldlecl Md should 81\V f'l'Ound unit hll.ve bocoJl\e heA.vilv en,:aret!, 
renuiring henvy prolo~ed tire SUP'l'IOrt, thia situation could h.-ve beCOlftfl 
criticlll in a very short while. Dltticulty n.nd ,:,oHible tr1111edv Wll'8 &Vfl!rted 
priJMrily b1 judicious stock-pilin, ot anmmition 11t the ,run y,n111itio'1fl • 
to the mnximum extent ,:,ossiblo. In Addition artillArv firirur. eleJ11fl!Tlts were 
poaitioned in mutuallJ supportinp. poeitions "'1th 111ane in cloae t1roxtm1t,, 
to ASP•s. 

<l>eervntion: Duri~• periods nt h...,.,,vv r11.inf,-.ll, which often 
closes MSR 1s nnd restricts tlyinP., tho dewinds f\l.Rced on 11rtil1Prv PrP. in­
croased. It is thoretoro :imperP..tive thnt sufficient stocks of e.rt:lller,, 
PJ!ll!Unition are Pvail.Able darin,e these critic11l periods. Thls c11n be Acr.0110-
lithed in two wys: First, by etockpil:lnll At a ~edetemined 1-we], 'ed~ 
quato nuantities of ammunition to meet anv toreaeenblP contin,-encicA, .-nd 
second, b1 h11.vinr, an imrnediP.tely res1'0fl81b) ,~ 111.rcr11ft· r::,,,-,.hfHt1'· durin" ,,e,.iods 
rl taTorable tlyin.e; we&ther. This · should be accnnml1.P-hcd witht')ut hP.vir,,, 
to curtail H Rnd I tires which take on a ,n-e11.ter siFDificAnce duriM 1'91'"inds 
ot reduced visibilit1. 

1, ~istioe: 

SF.CTION III 
RF.COMMENDATIONS 

a. That cll.libration tetUT1s be mndo 11.vailable to artHlerv unit"' 
or a Division o~ a recurrin~ basis. 

b. ThP.t .as soon as eutticient derrvi.nd d11tn has beP.n determined, 
new ASL•• &nd PIJ..~s for FAD/.C 1e be 11.uthnri1ed find placed in the JDAinten.ance 
tlow v1tm that tloat FAD,\C computers 11.nd test sets be m,ide avP..ilP.bl~ ~n 
Vietnmn, with an adeaURte etockA~e of 6J)81'e ll&rt111, to enahle des.dline ratel!I 
tor computers to be held at~ or less. 

c. There must be inmedb.tely avei111blo, to the d1.vi~ion, eithl!r 
orgAnic or in support sutficiP.nt henvy lift cP.'.l)l!bilitt to eMble· tiividon 
artiller:, to properly pl.lln fop the heli~pter denlo'IJll'!'l'.lt of '.l'lled~.um "-rtill,.rv 

• t • 
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Sn ~ ot :111tantr7 1111111.,,.... ~ 1110 include t~• obil • tT 
to ~ thNe unit■• 

DISTRIBUTION: 

Colonel, Artill•JY 
Connanding 

1 cow thru: CG; Ameri~81 Division, ATTN, AVDF-00 
tl)ru: CG, USI.RV, ATTNt AVl£-Jl9T 
to : J',CSFOO, Dt. . · 

2 cpf thru : 00, Americrl Division, ATTN: ACctS G3 
to ACSFat, • DA 

~ cps to t CINCPAC, ATTN: GPOP-<Yl' 
~ cps to : 001 USARV, ATTNt AVHC-DST 

1 cow to t CG; Americal Division; AT'ffl: AVDF-00 
1 cow to :. CO, AmericP.l Divi■ion, f,TTN: /,VDF-HL 
t copy t File 
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, .... (22 1w ,.,, 1n 11111 
1111i11ata O,.at.t...i ~-- ,._._. (ICMIIC8-65)(V) 

.-.r■II fa TIii MIii, ~ :tD:m& OIVDDII, AJIO San Pranolaoo 
9'ffa., S M1117 19'1 · 

IOa Cir ·•Ddt:,c Oamt.1, Uait• lt.atN--, Yi ... , An'llt AVJIJC-DST, "° 96375 
1. (V) · ,....,.. bll'witll ii nbjNt report, ot tbt Allll'ioal. DiY.l.aion 

Art,ill.117. 

2. (V) tbi• beadqulrt,•• oonov1 vi\b th• ob■vn.Uona am oa.ent■ 
Hnt&1.Dlll in nbjeot, rlJIOft,. 

JCa THI OCIDUIW~ 

~~1 ••• Lu,-­
AZ~I.WABATA 

J Capt, AGC 
ABlt Adjutant Central' 
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AVHGC-DST (22 Nov 67) 2d Ind (C) 
SUBJ:ii;cr: Operational Report-Le1■one Learned (RCS-CSPO.R-65) 

~UARTl!:RS, UNITJill STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francie co 9637S 2 O JAN 1968 

TO: Ccmmancler in Chief, United Stat•• Aff/T, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, 
APO 96SS8 

1. (U) This headquarter■ has reviewed the Operational Report-LeHons 
Learned tor the quarterly period ending 31 October 1967 from Headquarters, 
America! Di vision Ar.tllleey ( GI.LA) ae indoreed. 

2. (C) Pertinent canment1 follow: 

a. Reference item concerning calibration of artillery tubes, page 7, 
paragraph 1a; and page 9, paragraph 1a: Concur. The Radar Chronograph, M.36, 
is 1cheduled tor issue to Divi1ion Artilleey, Headquarters and Headquarters 
Batteey, during the Jd Quarter, FY 68. The chronograph will enable the unit 
to make timely and accurate Velocity Error (VE) measurement. Department of 
the krm'¥ must approve the USARV proposed Mission Plan and direct release of 
chronographs for issue in SEA. 

b. Reference item concerning field artilleey data autanatic computer, 
page 81 paragraph 1b; and page 9, paragraph 1b: Concur. Additional spare 
parts stockage and float items for FADAC are tentatively scheduled for issue 
to DSUs, GSUs and depots during the Jd Quarter, FY 68. When issued, respon­
siveness ot the supply system will be greatly improved. DA must approve the 
revised USARV Mission Support Plan prior to release ot FADAC items for issue 
in SEA. 

c. Reference item concerning heavy lift capability, page 8, paragraph 
1c; and page 9, paragraph 1c: Concur. The desirability of having a heavy 
li.tt capability immediately available to the Division Conmander is recognized. 
Due to the limited CH-54 assets available, heav lift support is available only 
on a mission basis. 

d. Reference item concerning resupply of artillery ammunition during 
heavy rainfall, page 9, paragraph 1d: Concur. Additional aviation support 
is available upon request, based upon requirements to support the tactical 
etf ort throughout RVN. · -

.3. (U) A copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the reporting 
unit through channels. 

FOlt T HJ:!; t;Cl-lMANDER: 

GROUP 4 
D~wn~raded at 3 year interval■ 
Decl~~=ified after 12 years 
DOD DIB 5200,10 ~pl1e1 

cy furn: 
HQ, Americal Div Arty 
If..!, Americal Div 

D. E. TUMAN 
Major,AGC 

GONPIOlfWtl'r 
12 
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0,0,•D'I (22 lroY 67) Jd W (U) 
IUIJIC'ra Operational laport fo~ th• Quarterly 1eriod lndf.na 31 October 

1t67 fna ~. Mlrlcal DiviliOII Artillery (UIC: WOLW) (RCS 
CIJOl•'5) 

~, US Am, PACDtC, APO la 1ruc11co 96551 I 6 r·r.t) i:Hi8 

'lO: A11i1tant Chief of Staff for force Developuat, Department of the 
Aray, WHbinaton, D, c. 20310 

. . 
'lb11 headquarter, h111valu1t1d aubject report and forwarding 

1ndorae•nta and concur• in thl report H 1ndorHd, 

JOI m CCIIWQIEI D cam, 
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DOCUMINT CONTIOL DATA. I & D 

I
A ,~.,;ni=Tii~mr.;;wi:::=i!:l:lr-;,;;~a-;;;a,;j;ii;_,,.,;.:...,_•_• ";;-... ;;'·t,.;";~;::itt,,..~·ff"~'·~"r,,.~:::·~··:i•;'·~·~··~"~·"=---; 11 ........... , l■ CIIIIIIT'I' CLAlll,tCATtON 

OACIPOI, Dl, Wa1bin1ton, ·o.c. 2b310 

Operational bport • Le11ona Learned, Headquarter,, Americal Div~•ion Artillery 

4, HHlllll"TIY■ NeTH f""9 el ...... Mil MMIN ... ,, 

CO, AMrical Division Artillery 

1967 

.. l"llle.,■cT Ne, 

•• N/A 

ID, DIITlllteUTION ITAT■M■NT 

II, Ill L■M■NTAlll'I' NOTH 

N/A · 

Cl 

DD ,'::: .. 1473 

I 
7e. TeTAL NO, 0~ l"Ae■I 

4 
... OlllletNATOlll'I lll■ l"OIIIT NIIM■■ IIIIII 

?674263 

, OTH■ III lll■l"OIIIT NOIII (An, ..... _..n lllel -I' ff eul.,..., ,,.,. ,.,,.,,, 

II, ll"ONIOIIIINe MILITAlll'I' ACTIVITY 

OACSFOR, DA, Wa1hin1ton, n.c. 20310 

' 
I UNCLASSIFIED 

iG,•uritv r'111111.1dfirnt1nr, 




