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IN lllP'LY lllTER TO 

AGAM-P (M) (5 Aug 68), 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

Ol'l"ICI: 01" THE ADJUTANT GIENIEftAL 
WASHINGTON, D,C, •20Jt0 

FOR OT RD 682265 15 August 1968 

SUBJECT: OP.erational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 45th 
Engineer Group (Const), Period Ending 30 April 1968 (U) 
(CORRECTED COPY) 

SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in ~ccordance 
with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective· actions should 
be reported to ACSFOR OT RD, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days 
of ;eceipt of covering letter. 

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure that the 
Arrtty realizes current. benefits from lessons learned during recent opera­
tions. 

J. To insure that the information provided through the Lessons 0 Learned 
Progr&lll is readily available on a continuous basis, a cumulative Lessons 
Learned Index containing alphabetical listings of items appaaring in the 
reports is compiled and distributed· periodically. Recipients of the 
·attached report are encouraged to reco11111end items from it for inclusion 
in the Index by completing and returning the self-addressed form provided 
at the end of this report. 
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
CORRECTED COPY 
DEPAR'IMElfr OF THE ARMY 

~UARTERS L5TH ENGINEER GROuP {COHSTRUCTICN) 
APO 96)37 

mD-3 30 April 1968 

S'JBJECT: _Operational Report o! the 45th Engineer Group (Con~) tor 
·Period Ending )0 April 1968., .IDS CSFOR-65 (RI) 

I 

THRU: Oommanding General 
16th En~neer Brigade 
APO 96377 

TO: 

Comarxli.ng General 
United States Arrrr,, Vietnu 
>.T'ffl t AVHGC 
APO 96)75 

Commander in Chiet 
United States Arrrr.,, Pacific 
il'l'Nr GPOP-JJl' · 
APO 96.5.58 

Assistant Chie!- ot SWt !or Force Devolopment 
Department o! the Arq (ACSFOR DA) 
Washington, D.c: 20310 

Sect.ion 11 Operations: Significant Activities 

l. Corrmand: 

a. ])iring the reporting period, Colonel George B. Fink cprrmanded 
the,4Sth EnginoerOriup (Construction). • 

· b. ~ring the entire period, the 4Sth F.ngr. Gp. 1-e111ain.ed assigned 
to the 18th Engr. Bde. Ertectiv~ lS' March 1968, th'1 45th Engr. Gp •. 
was placed in general i,upport ot llI MAF. . I 

c. The follOWii;ig units, wi~ comanders as stated, weN rias­
aigned to the JS'th Engineer Group (Construction) ertectiw ,15 March 
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
EOD•} 30 April 1968 
CUJM!Ct: Optrationai ~port of the }6t~ Engineer Group ·(Const) fo~ 

Period Endi"i 30 Apri•l 19681 RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) ' . . 
1$168~ by autb~rt:cy ~r 18th ingineer Bri1ace a,o. 172, dated 9 March 
1966: . 

(1) 589th Kneineer Battalion (Con1tructiCl\), cc11111anded by LTC 
Allen F. Orum. 

(2) "84th Enginetr Battalion (Construction), col!lffl&nded by L'l'C 
Ralph T. Garver. LTC Jui1a F. Fraser r•linquished d01111and on 1 March 
J.968. 

(3) 19th Encin.ur Battalion' (Combat), eoJ1111anded by LTC James L. 
Sutton. LTC Andrev 'Relil1on relinq_uished camwid on 1' Mr.rch 1968. 

. (4) 73rd :Engineer CoJ?!PAllY' (Construction SUpport),.conmanded by 
Cpt. Sidney G. Snd.th Jr. . 

(S) 137th Engineer Company (Light Equipment), eo111nanded by Cpt. 
Joseph Bogden. 

. (6) ,13th Engineer Company (Dump Truck), conmar.d•d by Cpt. Thomas 
M. Beall. · 

(7) 523rd Engineer C<l'!pany ·(Port Conetruetion), commanded by 
Cpt. Alton A. Clark. . · · 

(6). Slst·Asphalt Pl&toon, co1111W:ded by lLt. Robert P. Grant~ . 
: (9) 444th Concrete Detachment (HO), conmanded by ll.t. Lar, t 

Booth. 

(10) 23rd ''lntineer Detach!Mnt (Well ·Drilling). 

d. The following units, with COlllmal1ders as stated, remained 
assigned to the 45th J:np.neer Group: · 

(1) 35th Engineer Battalion {Combat), conrnanded by LTC John V. 
Pariah. . . 

(2) 39th Engineer Battalion (Combat), conmanded by LTC James M. 
M:Lµer. 

(3) Sllth Engineer Compaey (Panel Bridge), c011111and1d by lLt. 
Donald D. Martin. Cpt Thonsar, T. Taka)'Ula ral.ing\liwd c~.on 
7 April 1968. This ·company 'W'Q.S attached to the ).$th F.ngr. Bn., ef­
fective 15 Fob. 1968 bf 4$th Engr. Gp. G.o. 81 dat.d l.$ Feb. 1968. 
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

.EOD-,3 30 April 1968 
SUBJ.IDT: Operational J~port of the L5th Jngineer Group (Co~st) for 

Period Enciing JO A,,ril 1968, .r1CS CSFOR-65 (RI) 

(q} Si 7th En~ineor Company (Light Eq.rlpment), co11111,mded b)" Cpt. 
DaVid R. Heyine. This company ramained attached to the J.5th Engineer 
1Jattalion. 

e. 1110 following units, with commanders as stated, }lere assigned 
to tbe L5th Engbleer 1lroup during this period: 

(1) 27th Ingineer Battalion (Combat), cormtanded by LTC Kent c. 
Kelly, Unit was assignod to the L5th Engi.noer Group effective 5 April 
1968, by 18th £ngineer Bdg~e G .o. 238, dated 2 April 1968. In the 
s~ o.o., D C~mpany1 27th Engr, 9n. was attached to the 3$th &u~r. 
Gp. (Const), effective 5 Apti.l 1966. The 27th Engr. Bn., t~ sal!l(1 daf 
or assignment to this HQ (5 April 1968), was attached (less D Comp~JV) 
for operational r.ontrol to the 20th Bngr. Bde,, by 1eth Engr Bde~ G, 
0, 289, dated 9 Apli.l 1968. Effective 12 April 196e the unit wa!1 :re­
leased from this at'j;ach1rent by 18th Er.gr. Bdo. G.o. JOS, datod 1!5 Ap­
ril 1968. 

( 2) 14th Enginoe r B.i !.talion (Combat), commanded by LTC ,83 n,1ei:,t 
L. Lewis. Unit was assigned to t11e ll5th Engr. Gp. effective 22 Hai-ch 
1968,. by 18th Engr. Bde-. ..:• G.o. 219, dated 23 March 1968, as all!ended by 
18th Engr, Bdt-J. G.O •. 223, dated 25 Harell 1968. . 

(3) 591st ~ngineer CompilJlY' (Light Equipment), ColTJ!landed by Cpt. 
Kenneth J. Haven~n. Unit was assigned to the 4$th Engr. Gp. cf.foe tive 
5 April 1968, attached the same day to the 20th Engr. Bela. for oper­
ational control, and releused from this attachmont on 12 April 1968. 
These act-ions were authorized by the same gone:.·al orders pertaining 
to the 27th Engr. Bn. The 591st Engr. Co. (LE) was attached to th.a 
27th Engr, Bn. effective 12 April 19681 by L5th Engr. Gp~ G.o. 15, 
dated 26 April 1968. 

(4) 171st Engineer Detachment (Wall Drilling). Unit was assigned 
to the 45th Engr. Gp, effoctive Z2 March 1968, by 18th Engr. Bde. o.o. 
219, dated 23 March 1968, as aJllended by 18th Engr. Bde. o.o. 223, dated 
2S March 1968. The 171st Engr. Det, (v/D) was attachod to the 1Lth Engr. 
Bn. effee;ti\-o 22 March 1968 by u.5tn Engr. Op. o.o. 15, dated 26 April 
1968. 

!. The following units ware attached to the 4Sth 8ngineer Group 
·during this period: 

(1) EarihmoVing PlatoonJ Company D, Buth Engineer Battalion. 
Platoon was attached to oSth Engr. Gp. for operational control, ra­
tions and quarters., effective 18 March 1968, by l8th Engr. ~e. o.o. 
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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SUBJ&OT.1 Oporational Report of the 45th Engi.noe~ Group (Cqnst) for 

Period Endtng JO April 1968, HCS CSFOR0 65 (RI) 

34h, dated 26 April 1968. Platoon was further attached to the 39th 
F.ngr. Bn, effective 18 Ma:rch 1968.·by 45th Engr. Gp. o.o. 10, dated: 12 
March 19S.8. 

(2) Earthmc)'fing Platoon, C Compaey, 589th EnC',i.neer Battalion. 
Platoon was attached to 45th Engr. Gp. affective 20'?farch 1968 by 18th 
Engr~ Bde. G.O. 344, dated 26 April 1S'68. Platoon WJS further attached 
to the 14th E~r. Bn. effective 20 March 1968 by 45th Engr. Gp. G.o. 
11, dated 14 March 1968. • 

·g. Inclosure l is an organizational chart renecting assigned and 
attnchad units as o! 30 April 1968. : · 

2. Per90nnel, Administ·ration, Morale, Di_~ip~j.,!l,!t 

Personnal strength remained close to authorized levels throughout the 
reporting period. The only sorious shortage continued to be CoJ:l)s o! 
Engineer captains. At the closo of this period, the 45th Engr. Gp. 
is short 15. Another· significant observation during this period is 
that or 105 lieutenants assigned to the Group, none are Ragular AI'l'I\Y', 
and only a few·are aarc graduates. As a~result of the enemy's Tet 
Offensive and increased enemy contact in the new area of operations. 
45th Engr. Gp. suffered unusually heavy casual ties during this per­
iod. Ten men were killed in action and ninety-nine were wounded in 
action. Morale and discipline, normally high, inc:r;oased upon relo­
cation to I GTZ, primarily tho result of tho important priority mis-
sions assigned. · 

3. Intelligence and Counterintelligence 

a. Swmiary of Incidents: 
Feb. Mar. "AM. 

Mining Incidonts 25 27 
Mortar/Rockot Attacks s 5 6 
Booby Traps 10 8 h 
Sniper Fire 35 3 10 
Bridges-D~aged/Destroyea 1 2 2 
Culverts Destroyed 18 u 2 

b. Tho excepti~nal lY, high rate of incidents £or t½e !i.rst month 
or the quarter resulted in large part from thirtyone incidents or sni­
per fire and eighteen culvert, being destroyed in the 19th Battalion's 
AOR. Tho 19th, 589th, and Buth Battalions wero lost to tho 135th Group 
during tho month or March which accounts for the decrease in enell\Y in­
itiated incidents during that month. Two additional combat.battalions 
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IDD-3 JO April 1968 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 45th Engineer Group (Co~t) for 

• Period Ending JO April 1968, RCS CSFOR..65 (RI) 

wre assigned to the L5th Group during late Harch and mid-Apri.l .s.nd 
·began operations in northern I Corps. Being located in particularly 
active areas, both battalions experienced signi!icant onenv resistance 
11101tly in the i'orm of nnti-vohicular type mines. The 35th Battalion, 
op-,rating in and north of the Hai Van Pass, experienced 22 Mi.nlng in­
cidents during the month or /lpril. The 1Lth Battalion, operating in 
eastern Quang Tri Province, experienced 25 mining incidents during 
the last tnonth •of the quartor. 

z.. Plans, Operations and Training: 

•• Area or Responsibili. ty. During tho poriod 1 February 1968 
to 15 March 1966 the L5th Engr. Op. was responsible for all non-divi­
sional engineer operational support and construction in that portion 
o! the P.epublic of Vietna:n bounded on the east by. the South China Sea; on 
tho north by tho nortlxlrn boundary of Dinh Dinh Provinco, on tho wost by tho 
wts~rn boundariet 01· .t3inh Dinh and Pnu Yon Provinces: and on the south 
by a line running i'rol!1 the South China Saa at CQ150730 west t.> BQ9)C69S 
and then west to BQ735695 on the Phu Yen Province boundary. During 
this- period, too Group was also rospon:ri.bl~, on a t11sk b:i:n.;i; for the 
reconstruction of Highway QL-1 from the I/II CTZ boundar,y to Chu Lai. 
Et.rectiva 15 March 1968 L5th Engr. Op. was reliovod of all respon:rl.-
bilities in II GTZ, being replaced by the 3Sth Engr. Gp. The ne~ area 
or operations includes nll of I Cor-t3s TQctioal Zono 'With ,pacific areas 
or responsibility or missions assigned by m Marino Amphibious Force. 

b. Mission: • 

(1) From l Februnry 1968 to 15 March 1968 principle Missions 
wore as follows: 

(a) Oporati.onal support to ;illied forces within our area or ros­
ponsibility. 

(b) rll.thin area of responsibility, tho upgrading to M/ICV stand­
ards and maintenance of Highways QL-1 and QL-19 ns well as the lindtod 
upgrading or routes 6B, 3.\ and other socond:iry roads to sUpport 11111-
i tary traffic. 

(c) The construction of directed HCA funded projects including 
port, dopot, POL, cantonmont and airfiold facilities. 

(2) From 15 March 1968 to tho present, the mission h.is been to 
provide non-divis:wmal engineer sU'i;>port in I Corps Tactical Zone in 
general support of Ill r'~rino J\mphibious Force. In addi tio!1 to nu­
merous operational support missions to c1llied forces in I Corps 
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· EGD:..3 30 April 1968 

SUBJECT: Operational Roport of the 16th ~inoor Group (C'-onst) for 
Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR~5 (RI) . 

Tactical Zone, specific missions to date include the following: 

(a) ·Opon and upgrade to class 50, two lano, nll woathert high­
way Qt-1 f'rom the Nemo Bridge ( AT9278u3) to Phu Loe ( ZD085007 J. 

(b) Dlvolop logistical support capability nt Wundor Bench (YD 
495565) and upgrade the Hai Lang Road connect~ng"Ww1der Boach and QL-l 
to a two lane, limited weather capability. 

(c) Construct road connecting Crunp Eagl~ (YD8016) with Routo 547, 
upgr~do Route S47'wos~ of the Porfumo River, and cloar Routo 547 of 
troes nnd brush up to 200 motors !rom each sido, wost to LZ &stogno 
(YI:623:091) • 

(d) Upgrade to class SO, two lane, all woatool,"1 highway QL-1 from 
Ho Due to Chu Ln • 

c. SUrr:nnry or !\ctivities .ind Ac::omplishmonts: 

(l) Period l l-'obruary 1968 to 15 March 1S\S8: 

Ca) 45th Engineer Group uni.ts providod operational support to 
allied i'ol'cos within tho northern portion or II CTZ and tho southern 
portion of I Corps Tactical Zono. &lpportod units include the 1st 
Cavalry Division (Air:r.obilo), the Americal Di.vi:..i.on, the 1st ROKA 
(Capitf.\l)· Division, tho 22.nd 4flVH Division, tho 3rd Bdo/4th Inf Di• 
vision, tho 173rd Airborno Bdo, IF.FV nrtillu:ry units, USARV uviation 
and signal u.ru.ts, and u.s. Anrr., Support Command., Qui tlhon. Effoctive 
10 Fobruary 1966 the 3Sth Er.gr. Dn. '!las placed I in· General Support of 
'.III"M.(t_;- a status which terminated. 15 1-farch· 1968 when the 45th Engr. 
Up;~ plibed in General Support or III MAF. See paragraph 4d (1 )(b) 
!or a SWll:ll&1";y' ot their activities~ 

{b) C~inr.idont with tho transfer of .the ~5th Engr. Gp. to I 
Corp Tactical Zono w~s tho virtual completion or the major construction 
program undert3kon b-J tho Group upon its assignmont ·to tho northoastorn 
portion of II CTZ in Novomlx:r lsi66. The most notablo achiovomont was 
tho dovolopmont pf a .vast transpqrt.-ition system. Tho opcniru; Rnd U'p­
sradir>a of Highways QL-l and QL--19 was a major nc:hi.evoioont. Upon tran­
s'or or +,ha Mth ~r. Gp., within area or rosponsibili\'~• 1 ~L-19 was a 
two lan~, class S01 all-woather road, p3vod u3 milos wost to An Kho. 
Shortly aftor tho trans!'or o! tho u$th Engr. Gp., the asphalt plant 
oporntod by tho Se9th Engr. Bn. at An Kha bogan Ml production and 
tho paving wost to .tl}o Mang Giang Pass was begun, QL-1 was a two lano, 
class So, nll-wathor road from Phu Tai, just south or Qui Nhon, to 
the I,II CTZ border, pavod from Phu Tai to Phu My, a distnnco or 40 
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Period Ending 30 /,pril 1968, RCS OSFOR-65 {RI) 

miles. ,BMC with Group -lssist&nco was paving uorth tciward Bong Son., 
and troop paV:i.ng from Bong Son north to .Due Pho was schodulud to be-
gin upon rocoipt or tho few remaining companonts to tho a&"phalt plant 
at Tam Quan. Rrom tho I, II DTZ bordor north to thg .Song Ve River, 
the·upgradi.~ of QL-1 to class 50, two lane, all weothors W'1s approach­
ing cpmpllti.on. Tho upgrading of ~L-1 sduth from .Phu Tai had bo8UJ1, 
ld th t\)a widening of tho Cu Mong Pass approXim~toly half co111pJe tad. 
Th.s othe2- major undortaking of tho bS'th Engr. Op,; tho devolopznont ot 
a vast logistic~l eystem, W:\s also approaching co,,IJ:'b tion •• Thia log­
istical sys-oom, primar.i.ly tho ac,lti.ovelll'nt of tho liSth Engr. Gp., in­
cluded the deep water port of M Nhon, the shullow dr~rt; pori or Sa 
Huynh, the "1ajor dopots of Qui Hhon, Long Hy and Ch.i Rang, the POL sys .. 
tam including thl.•eo t:rnk forms a:1d oxtensi ve pipeline, too alllllluni tion 
storage ersas at Phu Tai, Qui Nhon and Due Pbo, and the airfield and 
heliport .Eacilities .at Qui llhon1 An Khe, L:lne A.AF., c'lnd elsewhoro through­
out the Group 1s nroa of responsibility. 

(2) On 15' February 1968, nn advance element of HMO, hSth Eng .. •. 
Gp.; departod Qui Nhon enroute Da Nang. Tho ,'llain body of HH9, 1'Sth 
!ngr. Gp • ._ begen its departure .from Qui Inion enrouto Da i'1ang on lS 
March l96u. 

{3) Period 1.$ Ji'lrch 1968 to 30 April 1~68. During this period, 
the hSt.h Engr. Gp. completed its consolidation in I CTZ and mado s:i.1-
ni.ficant progress on assignod missions. hS'th &lgr. Gp. units provided 
operational support to t.he follow-J.ni JIU(jor units: tho 3rd 11.lrine Div • ., 
the l:st Cav. Div. (Airmobile), tho lOlat Airborne Div., 1st Marine Div., 
the Amer.i.caJ.· Division, and tho US AI11\V" Support Command, Da Nc1ng. Par­
ticularly notable c1chiovo r~nts du.ring this poriod include the rttpid 
reopening of the critical Hai Vnn Pass on QL-l to t-rnf.fic, tho dgni­
ficant upgrading and w:i.doning of this pass, and tha rapid construction 
or the logistical .rncilitios a·t Wunda:r Beach (Thon My 'l'u;y), including 
the upgrading of tho Hai Lang Road, tho supply route to this vital 
port and storage insUlllation. 

d. Major ActiVities of Suborclinntc Units. 

(1) Poriod 1 Fobruary 1966 to lS March 196P. 

{a) 19th Engr. Dn. (C) ~th attachments (73rd Engr. Co. (cs) 
and 137th Engr Co (LE)). Primm-y actiVitios continuod to be the 
upgrading of Hwy.· QL-1 from Bong Son to Mo Due, and operational sup­
port to olom9nta of the 1st Cavalry Division (Aimobila)? which were 
lator relieved by the 3rd Bdo, Lth Int Div., and to tho ,lJIJor.i.cal Div- . 
ision. Operationcl. support included d.:i:izy minoswoep of QL-1, major 
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Porlod Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (P.I) 

repairs to English Air!iold, tho construction or an acco.ss road to 
an artillery wti.t noar Due Pho, tho c011(')lotion of the Sa Huynh Port, 
and the completion o! tho Due Pho AsP. Tho upgrading o! QL-1 continuod 
at a rapid pe.co, with most e!fort bat\feen Tan Quan and Mo Due. Using 
crush.ad rock !rom the Tam Quan Quarry, in operation since 11 Janualj" 
1968., tho laydown of bapo courso was a major activity. Tho asphalt 
plant at Tam Quan rornm.ned inopei."ati.ve due to missing components. 

(b) 35th Engr. Bn. (C) with attachments (517th Engr. Co.(LE) md 
tho 511th Engr. Co, (PB~). Units were alortod to doploy to I CTZ on 
2 February 1968. On 11 February tho 35th Engr. !h. wns roliovad of its 
responsibilities for llti.nos,1oop, l.OC restoration and maintenance., and 
oporat:3-onal. support to tho 1st Cav. Div. (Ai:nnobile), those boin~ as­
sumed by tho ~hth E~r. Bn. (Const). First eloments departed by LSI' 
for Da Nang on 10 February 1966. Tr.?nsport continuod i>y' LST and S.Ja 
T1•oin with tho l.?.st olomont arriving at .final destination on 19 Fob, 
Batblion OP was established on 13 Feb. at AT9268h6. · Thoir rnission 
was to opon, ropair, and upgrade to class S01 two lane, all woathor, 
QL-l i'rom tho N3lllo bridgo (AT9278h3) to Phu Loe (ZD085007). ~his 
stretch or road rod boon closed duo to onoll\Y' activity since tho start 
or the Tot Offensivo.. On 25 Fob. the tactical situation pormittod A 
and B compenios to ccinvoy to AT87µ989, where they established tM,ir 
'baso crunpsa On l l'iarch, 1963, tho first supply convoy in npproXirmtely 
two months wnt .from Da Nang to Phu Bai. r'rom 1 March to 15 Mar,•h 
primary of.forts werd rnado to wi.don criticcl. points in tho pas~ ond ro­
placo substandard bridges.and culverts. 

(c) 39th EI18r• Bn. (C). Major activitios continued to bo op­
erational s\\pport to tho Aimoric.\l ni.vision and tho rostorntion and 
maintom:mco or QL-l !rom Mo Due to Chu Lai. Operational support in­
cludod tho :following: Daily minesweop or QL-1 from Ho Due to tho 
Song Vo Rivor, from QJmg Ngai to Chu Lai, 311d Routo 535 wost to LZ 
.Ross; tho upgradir.g and maintonanco of route 535; and tho major co;,,­
struction or aircrn!'t n>vetmonts at Chu Lai. Significant progress 
was mado in tho upi;rAding of QL-1 from Mo Due to tlie Song Vo ru. var, 
with tho appr6nching complotion of bridges rutd culverts in thnt strotch. 
Progress continuod on ~-1 from t:21.umg Ngcl. to ~inh Son. ; 

(tl) 8hth Engr. Bn, (Const) with tho 513th Eng. Co. (DT) att~c~od. 
Primary actiio.ty continued to be tho completion of logisticnl facil­
ities in the ·Qui lJhor. aroa and the widening m d upgrc!ding or the Cu 
1-~ng P~ss, south or Qui Nhon. Considerable orfort wa.s <iovotod to 
security as a result or the Tet Offensive. Beginning i Feb. 1968 two 
companies wore assigned to an aroa security rolo; one was rclensod on 
10 Fob • ., and the other on 29 February 1968. Work was m}rroi::med during 
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· this period on the followl~ projects, ill of which wero in the f'J.nal 
stages or completion: Tho I.oi,g ~ Logistical Depot, the Port, !ntran• 
sit Storage Area, the Qui Nhon Mad.teal Depot, and the Port Mainton3Jlce 
Ml.di~. · Projects completed during this poriod include the Phu Tai 
ASP and 22 aircra!t revetments c1t ~ Nhon Airfield. Ei'!octive 11 Feb .. 
ruarr, tho 84th Engr. Bn. assu,"3ed the responsibilities of the dopirt.ing 
35th Er\tri Bn. (soo pnra 4d{1)(b))o 

(e) ~89th Engr. Bn, (Couat) 'ldth attach111ents (Slst Asphalt Pla­
toon,. 444th, Cor.crote Dot, (HO) md the 23d EDJr, Dot, (WD)) i Major 
activities continusd to bo operntional support to the 1st Cav, Div. 
(Ainnobila) and the 173rd Airborne Bde., mainten:ince and upgrading. 
o·r route QL-19 west to the Mang Giang Fas!, :ind the .construction o! 
logistical and airfield !ncilities, primarily at An Khe. Principle 
oper3tional supp9rt consisted or the daily minesweep of QL-19 west of 
~ Kh~, several bnd clearing operations west of /in iChe, the rrinjor 
upgrading ot the 'barrier r.oad around An Khe (completed during this 
period), construction -,r an accees road to the SUl!!nit nf Hon Kong 
l'buntain, and the construction or aircraft ravat1113nt.,. Due ~ the 
Tet Ot!ensive1 an increassd of!ort wont to oecurity. C compaey was 
.tssig~ed the mission of srJcuring tho Qui ,Nhon Airfield. The company 
porformed thi:t mission from 7 February to .3 ~rch. Primary effort on 
Highway QL-19 went ti, the repal.·r· of damaged bridges, anq the repair 
or faul-cy pavoment in ar.d near the An Kho Pass. The asphalt plant 
nt An Kha began rulJ. production shortly after 15 March 3nd paviru west 
from An Khe was begun. Work continued during this-'period on tho fol­
lowing projects: Tr.o liS Maintenance Complox at Cha P.ang; tho taxiwey-1 

acceaa road and turnot.rs of the C-1.30 .,li.rfield at An Kho, and the con­
struction· of two aircr.itt control towers, throe hP.ngar:., tho Di Vision 
Supply Point, and the electrical distribution system at An Khe. ,it 
An Khe1 the Logistical Depot, th~ heliport, and the repair or boms 
and drainage at tho t:mlc ram wero completed during this period. 

(r) 523rd Bngr. Co. (PC). Principle tasks included tho con­
struction or Causoway Bridge Number 2 in Qui Nhon, compl!Jted shortly 
ai'ter lS March, and the virtual completion or Tank Farm Ntll'tlber 3. /Ls 
a result or the .Tet O!tonsive, the eompaey was Msignod the llti.ssion 
or securing tho 1UfC ~arry noor Hlu Cat. During most or this poriod 
this task was pori'ormed by, a platoon sizod elOnEnt of the compa1y. 

(2) Poriod 15 March 1968 to )0 April 1968. 

(a) lhth Engr. Bn. (C) with attachments (F.orth:noving Plt., C 
company, ,89th Engr.· Bn. (Const) and the 171st Engr. Det. (WD)). 
Major portion of tho battalion arrived at Wunder Beach on 2~ March 
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1968. On the samo day, D Company closed ct Canp Evans (YDL25L78). 
Hajor activities include tho following: Operational support to tho 
1st Cav. }?iv. (AimobHe), tho 3ri"'.1 Marino Divis.:i?n and tho 101st Air­
borne Divo; tho construction or stor~e .r~cilities and a road r.otwork 
at ~der Beach; tho upgrading or tho Hai Lang Road bot~eon Wundor 
Beach and Highway QL-1 to a two la no, limited 'W'flather ro.1d; :md daily 
ninoswoop of the Hai Lang Road and or Hwy QL-1 fro:n QuMg Tri to tho 
vicinity of Co.mp Evans. · 

(b) 27th Engr. Bn. (C)(-) with tho 591st Engr. Co. (LE) atttJ.chud. 
vlhooled vehicle operators flow into Da Nang 'tijr C-130 on 10 April, 
piclcaq up their vehicles which i\rrived bt ship tho same day, and con­
voycfl to tho Gia Lo Combnt &so (YD823162) on 12 Apt:'il. Tho remainder 
of personnel !low directly to Fhu &l, arriving there also on 12 April. 
Principle tasks include operational support to tho 101st Airborne Div~ 
ision~ tho construction of a rond botwson C.unp'Eaglo and Route 5L7, 
and tho upgradi~ of Route 51!7 wost or the Perfume ~ ,or. In conjunc­
tion with this road upgrading will bo land clearing to an eventual 
distance or 200 meters on each side or the road. 

(c) 35th Engr. Bn. (C) with attachments (517th Engr. Co. (LE) 
a.,t~ thG 511th Engr. Co. (PB)). 1'/ork continued on t>rinciplo task of 
upgr:-:ding H~:y. QL-1 ( sco par. Ld '(l)(b)). Tho rock c.·ushing section 
or the 517th Engr. Co~ (LE) arrived by LST in Da Nnng on 21 March. 
It was i\ll.ly oper:,.tional at its site at L::ng Co on 9 April and con­
tinued to produce b~so courso r.ock for the Hai Van ·Pass through tho 
end or this period. 

(d) 39th Engr. Bn. (C) with the Eerthmovini; Platoon, D Company, 
84th Engr. Bn. (C) attadhed. qce par. 4d (l)(C} for activities up to 
15 ?-larch. Additional act.ivitios include the start of upgrading of 
Route 533 wost from Tom Ky (D compD-n:r was rcliovcd of nti.ssion at LZ 
Baldy on l~ April and moved to BT293229), and tho cons·~ruction of mun­
oro~s f~cilities for the Americal Combat Cent2r nt Chu Lai. 

(e) Trro.ning. D.lring this period, mandntory training was conducted 
in accordnnce with regulations. A rn...1jor effort wns made to improve 
we~pons proficiency and to improve tho m~intennnce of individual weapons 
with special cmphnsi.s on tho M16Al rifle. J\ program was insti tutod 
whereby all soldiers would fire for zero every two weeks. All units 
wero roquir~d to establish sufficiGnt firing ranges to f~cilitate this 
prog!'arn • 

.5. Logistics 
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•• Transportation, Tho logistic operations of the .45th Engr. 
Gp, during the month of Fobruary 1968 consisted chiofiy of moving 
and preparing to mo\'O cortain oloments of the Group, i/hile Group 
He~dquartors and several batitalions had boon alerted to move oarly­
in Febl"U.'.ll"Y", tho moves did not take placo at that time due to the 
Te\ Offensive, DJring tho '1-:oek of L February, all construction rna­
t4triab on· hand in the 35th 'EnRr, Bn. { C) were transferred to the 
Buth &lgr. &l, (Const) at LZ Upli!t and Qui Nhon. Approximately 
1,0 truck loads of material wre involved in the transfer. Late in 
the week, the 35th Engr. Bn, (C) wes directed to be~n their mov~­
ment to Da Nang. Tho battalion immediately began to transport their 

• cquip1110nt to tho staging area in Qui Nhon. Trucks from the 52Jrd 
Engr. Co, (PC), 589th Engr. Bn. (Const), and tho 8Lth Er.gr. Bn. (Const) 
vore ·utilized to assist in tho move. Tho sea movemon~ fran Qui Nhon 
to IA!. Nang of tho 35th Engr, Bn. (C) and their attachad units requi~d 
a Sea Trciin and eight LST 1s ovor tho period from 10 r"cbruary to 19 
Februal")". The 14th Engr. Bn. (C) started their move by Soa Train 
and LST from Cam Rahn Bay on 13 March 1968. Tho rr.ajol"it;r of the per­
sonnel and most of the wheel vehicles \o.'1re offloaded at Da Nang and 
moved by convoy to Wundor Beach, Tho heavy equipment was taloon dir­
ectly to the beach area by ship. The offloading of this equipment­
continued at a slow pace until approximnteJy l April. Most or the 
equipment was transferred to B.lRC I s for movement to the beach. Head­
quarters and Headquarters Comµiny, 45th Engineer Group (Const) departed 
by LST from Qui tfuon on 15 Mar 68 and arrived at Da Nang on 17 March 
1968. T,ho 27th Engr. &l, (C) loss Compaf\Y' D, nnd with tho 591st Engr. 
Co. (LE) attached, be~an their move from the Sdgon area on 9 April 
1968. The lllajority of the personnel vere transporu,d by C-1.30 air­
craft. Approximatel_y 325 Jll8n wore transported by four aircraft to Da 
Nang on l.O April. On 12 Iipril, approximately 250 roon arrived al,oard 
three C-130 aircrai't, at Phu Bai. The battalion I s vehicles .and cargo 
wore mO'll'ed by sea on a Sea Train and sovon LST 's. The Soci Train, con• 
taining Mstly wheel vohicles, docked at Da Nmg on 12 April. These 
vehicles, approximately 150 in number, were convoyed over QL-1 to Gia 
u., the battalion's new base area. Tho LST loads debarkad at Tall 
Mj_:J the 3oaport for Jluo. The last LST was due to depart Saigon 2 Hay 
l:,it>B. Tho oquipioont and cargo were then transported to Gia le by road. 
Transportation of oquipmont and supplies .from Da Nang to other ports 
in tho I Corp area is a problem due to the high density of divisional 
and support units in I CTZ and limited ground rasU'{)ply capability. 
For obvious reasons, delivery of construction L'l.~terials was dela:ted 
due to priority shipment of anmunition and rations. 

b. SUpply. The change of the Group operational area from II 
CT'l to I C'l'Z necessitated many changes in logistic opsratiops and 
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procedures. Previously} all supplies woro drm-m from tho Arnw I>J9ot 
in QuLNhon. Except for tho extrema southorn pcirt of I CTZ, the r.ia­
jority o.r the i;upplios aro proVidod by tho Ifovy. Local Arr:r; SUpply 
and Sorvice· units ~ take tho requisitions., ,but most of tho l;'Oquiro­
ment,s aro passsd to tho Naval Support /1ctivi ty nt Dn Nang. Construc­
tion materials !or I CTl Linos of co~•mwu.cntions, MSR 1s and othor op­
oration.."\l support llti.ssi.ons approved by III M/i.F> are issued nnd shippod 
by the )rd Hnval Construction Brigade. The additional Ar.r'if engineer 
bnttalions in I CTZ h.lvo placed n burden on tho Soaboo's supply S';/S­
tem, Since tho rocont hnrrJ oporatiqns wore Mt progrmr.med, wo aro 
currently using 11,atori:il. s prograllft'ld !or I.QC construction in 1969 ~nd 
1970. In the nccr future, LOO materials, osp:,cinll._v hoavy ·bridf\e tim­
bers and large culvert ffl.lY bo in short supp~. 

c. Haintenance~ Tho lll3intonanco support or our units since ar­
riving ;i.n, ·I C'fZ has beon uns:-tisf.\ctoI'!' for two reasons. Tho depot 
in this area doos not have a demand established for engineer typo 
oquip~~nt; hence, the nonavailabili~ of.critically needed ropnir 
pnrts. !~st o.r tho Maintenance support units nrrivod on loc~t~on af­
ter the· engineer b.:ittnlions nnd woro not sot up to provide tho re­
quired support. One or tho supporting units was severely ni'.fectod 
by combnt dall'.age.. Tho uSth Ent1r• Gp. has ensod tho sp:irc parts re­
supply problem somowh:it by ostablisltj.nr; an NCO ns n ~fo.tcrl.u. Read­
inoss Expediter nt the i\rrey Depot locntion. Tho Group deadline rate 
for criticnl items incronsod £ran 5% in February to nearly 10% tho 
!irst lfCO~ in ;'1pril. Since tho expediter sysliom was established, the 
r3to hns docroased to nonr normal. 

6. Forco Devolopmont: Thora woro no fo:ri14"\l force devolopmont acti v­
i t.i.os d11.ring this re11orting period. 

7. ~11nd lfonagement,z As a result of a complete chnngo o.r mfssion, 
a now ~roa of responsibility, a major chnngo in assigned units~ nnd 
tho shift to joint service operations (Anrr,, lfavy and M~rino Corps), 
sovornl ch~nges in ~olll7!and management have resulted • . 

n. Tho h$th Engrn Gp, no longer has a well defined, stntic area 
or responsibility (soc pnr ha). :~s n. result of tho form~tion of Provi­
sional Corps Viotn~.m (FCV) and the major offe~sivo actions of that HQ, 

. tactical unit boundaries ar:d missions h:.vo frequently :m:l rapidly 
chof16ed. Since the w~jor mission or tho h,th Engr. Gp. is operational 
suppo1•t, an incroasod awareness 0£ tacticnl oporutions, t' closer as­
soci~tion with tactical ho~dqu.irtcrs, and increased responsiveness to 
combat suppor.t requirements have bean necess..ry, Battalions have been 
oncournged to coordinato dt:octly with tactical units in orger to . . 
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!nsure responsive support. lfajor ~equircments are (Of course assi~ned 
· by Ill: MAF or PCV t.o this HQ,,which in turn assigns the task to the 
ap~ropnat~ battalfon. 

b. ,ilnot :1:.• chango in com.and management has resulted from the 
loss· ot both' t.onstruction battalions and ail NCA construction. Prior 
to fooitng \o I CTZ1 this HQ was administering 52 OOA projects, in-

_ clud:!.ni all c;antonment ccnstruction 'Withi.11tour aroa or responsibilit,y. 
·fCA. ~qns·c.r,u~ti.on required finn and continual control by this HQ, At 

pre~,rit, without ney MCA constniction, far l~ss control and direction 
from ~his HQ is necessary. 'IJattru.ion commanders havo been givon max­
imum ;Latitude and flexibility in'their missions. This HQ has ,concen­
tr~ted more on supporting subordinate units rather than on directing 
their specific efforts. , 

c. 'l'his HQ hns continued tm polioy o! attaching separate com­
. pa~~~ to battalions, and controls no equipment or JIB npower directly. 

A's nocess~ry, this HQ shifts enginoer equipment between batt.ilions 
to g~in maximum offoctivenoss of resources • 

. 
8. Civic Affairs: Duo to tho movern1:·1t of both the 16th Group Head­
quarters and two of its battalions du."i.ng tho reporting period, civic 
P.Ction n~tivities were necesscrily interrupted. Despite the diffi­
cuft~c~,. there were.many notnble·contributions. Voluntary contribu­
tion~ ~n support, of tho Tot Aggression Ra.lief Project (T:~P.) netted 
$\TN 152,78~. One school and oce clinic ~were constructed. Numaroµs 
quanti~ios of construction 111atorial wero distributed. 2659 patients 
were trea~ed in madcaps. •The 39th_Battalion received ovor 600 items 
of ordnenc~ turned in t~rough the Volunta-cy- Informant Program (VIP), 
incl1:1ding, 76 mi.nos and 14 rockets. 

~ _Rec9£P[M!tlti2ns,. 

1. Persoek none. 

Carannnderl s Obsorv,'ltions,· Evaluations, 
4 ·~· J}t 

r :•.• 

2. Qpera.t:ign~ 
. 

a. • Culvort. versus bridge c~mstruction. 

- ( 1) ,OBSERV:~TIOH: · Snv\)rnl snnll timbei:, trestle bri~~s were: 
.reco~~ly nb;indonod;, ,JOO subeoq\.lal'ltly bur-ned by the enemy; "1en. the 
tacticnl comm,1nder w:1s UMble to provida the manpo\o/Elr to tlhrd 
thom, · · 

(~) . Fl Aif!ATION: · Alt.!,ough the restoration of natiorllll /highways 
• 
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to MAC'J standards is a worthy goal, road upgrading must be carefully 
programed and co~stantly reevaluated to remain tn perspective ~ith 
tactical necessity. In the instance given, road upgrading progressed 
b~yond the minimal needs of the tactical ccxnmander, and to the point 
where the defense of small bridges tied up too much manprwer. In 
the view of the tactical canrnander, a far better solutioi was to con­
struct culverts to the maximum extent, since they would r ,t require 
security forces and were cheaper and easier to repair. ,:though in 
many cases this ~ould mean drainage structures lacking capacity to 
pass monsoon peak flow, the temporary flooding of sections of the 
road should not prevent military traffic, assuming a crushed rock 
base course was present. If damage were caused by this flooding, 
the engineer effort most likely would be less than that required to 
guard bridges. 

-(3) RECOMHENDNfION: Prior to constructing small bridges, con­
'siderntion•should be given to the construction of culverts. 

b. Earthmoving platoons in support of canbat engineer battalions. 

(1) OBSERVATION: The attachment of earthmoving platoons to 
canbat engineer battalions results in several problems that'detract 
frcrn full effectiveness. 

(2) EVALUATION: To satisfy a need for an increased construction 
capability in two engineer ccrnbat battalions, Army, earthmoving pla­
toons from engine~r construction canpanies were attached, one to each 
battalion. Although equipped with more heavy construction equipment 
than a platoon from a light equipment ccmpany, several factors limit 
effectivenC§S. Factors include difficulties in maintenance, supply, 
administration and flexibility. Combat engineer battalions gener­
ally cannot provide the proper support to an attached earthmoving 
platoon. This,problem is worsened when invariably the platoon is 
further attached to a combat engineer ccrnpany in order to keep the 
platoon together and working on a single road construction mission. 

(3) RECOMMENDATION: Light Equipment Canpanies should be at-
tached to ccmbat engineer battalions doing major constnuction instead of 
earthmoving platoons or similar elements witl1out organic: support. 

c. Common construction standards 

( l) OBSERVATION: When the 45th Engineer Group moved into I 
Corps Tactical Zone and assumed major road upgrading responsibility, 
construction materials were to be drawn £ran the 3rd Naval Construc­
ti.on Brirade. Under their T~ct~cal Su~po=t F~nc~i~~a: ~==F~~~nts 
System, the criteria under which the TSFC's were designed are not as 

,. 
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rigorous as those within 18th Enginoar BrifiildO Bridge ,. •ttorio.. Hence: 
autti;iient JMtorio.ls wro not nvnilAbl.o ~o build to 18th Engr • .Bde. 
etandlirds, 

(2) 'EN ALUA'I'ION: 3 NCB crit-Jrin :ir·"l ossonti,:i.lJ.y thoso contained 
in '1M5-30; lohila 18th Engr. Bdo. criturin ilN ossont.i.nlly t.'1000 er 
J\ASOO. 18th Engr. Bdo. critcrin nro thoso thnt u:-o nppravod by tho 
ViotMmOso !-IPW for incorporntion into tho Nntionnl Highw:iy Sy:itl'.ffl. 

(.3) REXX)MM!!ZID,\'I'IOH: With tho high dogroc of mobi.lity of F.ng­
inoer units ru1d tho fruqucnt moves of those units, such b:i3ic con­
struction stnndt:!rds :ts nllownblo strossos in nnt,Grinls :,hould bi.: 
Jli".ldo 11t n· lcvl?l controlling nil (lfavy, Hnrino., .Army, Air Force) . 
ongiric.or units in RVN. 

q! Paj:nting POL ·tanks. , 
(1) OBSEINNI'ION': 50,000 BDL POL t:mk:,1 }tiint.ad white to reduce 

.fuel evnporc.tion, provod to bo easy t.-u-gct~. 

(2) "iN ALU.t1.'l'ION: Potroloun e>:ports rci:on,.rnendod · tho \-mite p,'!int, 
citing tho f~ct thnt with tho reduced heat nbsorpti.on, up to.5~QJO 
gnllons of .rwl could bl snv1.1d onch month. Arter scvornl B-40 rocket 
rounds punctured tho t.lnks, fort,un.,toly w.lthout cnusing £ire or ex­
plosion, they ,wJrc quickly rcp:ii,ntcd oli va drnb. They now blend in 
\.Cll. li. th their b,1ckground. 

(.3) RF£Ol·NEND/,TION: Appllcnblc principles ot r.m:iouflo.go should 
bl obsorvod in tank f:u-m con~truction. 

o. M~ Bniley Dri~c EI·cction Sot. 

(1) · OBSERVi,TION: Little nttontic.n is given to cornplcte~ss o! 
'tridgo erection sot3. 

(2) EV,\LUATION: v.11cn t.'1is Groupl s only panel bridge cornpnny, 
with its fro.rly complete erection set, rolocatcd, it w~s found thnt 
ser~ous '. short,,gos existed in the tr10 rcm:dning sets shnl'Qd by throe 
bL .. talions. It w:1s found thnt extensive borrowing wns conuoon., thnt 
canpon~nt listings w..:ro not on h:md, nnd that requisitions f.or: mis­
sing it.oms ha.d not 'cccn processed, Immediato corrective ;i,ction-prc­
vented llhnt could hnvu 'econ n very serious inability to accomplish 
n_principal mission, 

(3) RECOHHEND.kTIOU: Specinl attention sl'iould b:.l givon the 
adoqu,icy of panel bridgu erection sets, csi:oc.folly those assigned 
to units not ~uthorizod thorn by 'l'C&E. 
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f. Rosp~,ng.billty tor 911.llity contr~l1 

(·1) O~S!i"tVATION: Sovornl 3tl'l\tchea' or po.vomont, b.,so prepnrid 
by troops and aaphlllt lnid t¥ contr,ict,Q:t'~ .f~lad. . , . . . 

(2) EVALU,\T!ON: Invo:stigntion sho~d th.it tho aaph.,lt WISS !re-
quont~ lnid•·~ thin, pnrtially dua tr) \'lle.it.-i.si'actor:, .f'iml grnd-

1.ng. Although b.isa course propnrntion w::o t.hu 1-osponsilitlity' of 
this unit, ~ contr.nctor should mvo hld ::-cspor.~:i.b1li.ty- l-J?- tin1l 
quality- control' nrd should not hnvll lAii aephnlt cm an ~r,roporl.y 
prop.ired surlaae. Reaponsibilitioa sho':l.lrl h'lvc. lxrn l,,-Jtto1 .. dotinocl 
prior to nny plving. • . ' 

(3) nEC0¥MEHD.\Tl0H: In joint p.1.vlng op<1\•1sf;i0ns, 'Ulc t.1gonc:r · 
ck>ing th.> p.iving should"bo rosponsiblo toi• qc.t'.'lity ~t1;rol ot bnl'O 

' couz-so, prcp,ifation L\S WJll as tho p.'\ving. • . , . 
3. Tr,µnin.g. mno 

4. Jntolligo~ __ • 

a.. Voluntary Informant Program 
------~ - II • • I 

(1) oasmv;\T.tON: In thob eo,;orneas to lllcat.c ordntince to iturn 
:!l~ ;':or row,,zd1 111nn7 ViotMmeao havo anda~orcd their livoa. 

(~) 'iY ,iLU."1T!ON: TM promi\11\ placoi on the turn--in of ordMnc& 
haa • promoted muy Vio tmmoso, ospociail1 chil.d1"0n, . to toke unncc­
eas:1ry chnncos t:• obtain r9\,,(\l'dable items. It "Was notod thnt some 

• ch.tld1'0n l-.;,cl ~acoYorod on .ib:indomd mi~ f'iold Md hnd boon ,ex .. 
tro.cting rninos to tuz-n in for rowrds. A ndne w:is nccidentnll711let· 
onated1 injuring a. nucbor o! children. /.lao chilaren rotriove 1:1an, 
dude nrt.illary rpunds wi. th no concaption at tho dru,gor involved,. 
Gonor.:ilzy, tho pooplo arv not nwru-o or tho dnngor o! handling tho,o 
items. 

(3) ~a-iUEND.~TION: Printod mat-..1rial, written in Viotnnmo1c, 
should bo di~tributod uxpl:rl.ning thnt ordrumcc i toms /'IX'C dnngerous ,· 
and in order .~o provcnt cl.vilinn accidanta, intom.ation londing to 
tho discoyjry or. munitions hns tho SOII\C monetnry row:u-d as actu..-il 
turn in. · · · 

b. voiuyw IntomtMt Program, 

\, ,(.t) __ .0!3SimV/~T;[~_N: Pwxla aro not rondizy nv:dl.'!ble to. Jinny 
ln&incor unit1 opora~ing in I CTZ. 

(2) El/,iLU,i'lIOlls Undor thu present system., i'unis nro provided 
tho divisions in I CTZ tor distribution to supporting units: The 
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-" (J .. 

. -· diYiaion• troquot1tly ch.ingu thoir o.rons ot op,:,ration, however, .and 
1UpportiJ18 units chanso. Further, plilny lirmy engineer uni.ts •upport 
Jf4r.lno opuratioms. Tho program does not allow 1ntor-sorvico trana- \ ·-~ .• , 
tor ot !unds,- ,md t~ .Marinos cannot provide too funds. · 

(3) n.ECOm.wD,~T.ION: A tunding 3Y9te111 should bo sot up within 
tho .&tgit))er Troop CoinnaJ'Xi to implement th6 gogram .. · 

n. Mov~nent of troops aboard seutrains. 

·~ •• ,I ( 1) OBSERV,',TIOrl: Unit personnel in brgc 11\J:lbors: t.\.lY ne .. 
ooq,any ·~hoir equiµx>nt on a S~htrMn in an ·etx>rz;oncy rif tox• obtaini~ · 
the c,'lptnin• s ponnission; MW;'.lvur, tho unit mu:st provido ratic:,ne , 
individual mo pNscrvers, ard a doctor. 

' 
(2) EV,U.U::TION: It. cor.ibat onginocr battru.ion recently ccapleted ·: 

a combat. oss~nt.i.al rnovor.tont by Bon lllon& tho canst of South V:l.vtMm. 
nirlrig the Barno period r.v:in;r tactical units WJro nl:,o moving to the 
a3mc ·aren. 1ilthough u So,'ltrnin w:1a ilvuilablo to oovc ouch o! the 
equiproont, ai1crnft wro not iw.,ilahl.o to r.iovo tho troops. Afur.rd ·n 
Seatrain?. epocial pom:i.s:rlon Md to be obtn.inod 1.'rcr.t tho ship Is 
cnptnin. Tho cnptnin ·ponnittod the ))0 troops to COC\O aoonrd onl;r 
attar life prcsorvors. wore obt,'lincd for o,1ch J:llln nnd n doctor ws 
prQv:tded to nc;:conpany the troops. Fortunately, the loclll depot htld 
the preservors on hand £or issuo. 'Ihe unit also hnd to provide 
C-rntions for tho troops. • · 

(3) lIBJOMMEND,iTION: Whan timely air transportation 01.' troops 
is impossible in a. unit move utilizing Sentr.rl.n ship:, to cnrry ' 
vehicles and aquipnent, a.rcqu:ist should oo made to trnnsport troops 
on the Seatrnin. 

b. Qhicngo Pnownatic G-900 Rock Drill accessories. 

(1) OBsmtVATION: l•n1on usins tho open purchnso mothod ot req .. 
u.isitioni!1l; drill nccessoritls be suro to includo: dri.rtor siflC 
(modal nll!lbor),.. nppropriate atriking bars and comploto descri.ption 
ot accessories desired, to include thrond diatt<3tor, nnd length, 

........ ·• 

.... 
(2) EVALUr1'l'ION: ffock dt"ill :iccossori\Js (str:tking b,;;s, oq~ 

lings, drill stool, :ind bits) nro n continuing rosupply probleti in 
RVN. Thoro are thNo typos of throad· di3signs ·nvailablo f reverse but­
tress thread - FSN avaiL'lblo; hi-lend thread, Manufacturers Part No, 
only; nnd ropo thre~d, Manufacturers Part No. only. Open purchase 
request through 14ICC q,id normal reqUJ.ei tion procodurei, havo beon 

• • • • I 

• ,.. I • 
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SJBJECTi Oporationcl Report of tho 45th Engi.neer Group (Con1t) tor 
the Period Ending 30 April 196.S, RCS CSFOR 65 (RI) , 

initiated on ~voral occnsions ~ thout c0up1Dte succc•~. /. recent 
letter frcn Chic.,go Pn::wra tic indic.1tcd th."\t o~.~ the striking bsr 
is a:udgr'°d a pnrt n\.l:\bor; other accos9orios. ari' ;- ,qwstod to match 
tho etrild.ng bnr desired. Too type drift-Or being uaod on tho rock 
drill ie. or uttlOst ir.1portnnco aJ striking bars aro di!tcront !ox• 
ench drii'ttir used. For oxar.iplo, Drifter CP47.5-m. uaoa striking 
oo.r R-54099. It1 addition., it w.,s discovorod thr.ough roeenrch that 
ndnptors aro avni.1:iblo which onnblo the use o! ei thcr tYPe threhd. 
An opon purchnso procurcracnt ordor h,1:s been initiated. through tho 
tfavnJ. ProcuraJ:\ont Oi'fico in Du lt\ng. 

(.3) H.ElJOM?&ID,','l'ION: Woon ordoring rock drill accossorio• 
rosunrch au~t oo nccooplishcd prior to requisitioning, Tho strik­
ing b.ir dascrib.:1d should bo selected first and the othor ncccs~or• 
ios roquisitionod to ontch tho str:i.ldng bnr solocted. 

c.. S3/idcrf Pr°jcllcr Shaft,1 Jor Tr.ictor 1 2%t(1 Part N.2a, 
1_6266_ J62._J, 

(1) OBSEnV,\TION: Tho spider !or the canm~rcinl Euclid Tractor 
Sex-aper, Modal TS-2-4, ws round to bo tho SMlcJ, nnd. reraovoo 'tho 
290H trnctor i'ran dcndlino status• '!be spider will be rcplllCed bJ" 
tho corract pnrt upon its nrrivnl. 

(2) EVALUATIO?l: . A 29<»{ Trnctor was r~conUy dondlinod 
!or the spider, £iguro 76, pago 167, item 10, or 'lM 5-2420-206-351>, 
~L'll'lu!ncturcrs Pnrt ?bmoor (76260) 3893J. The p1rt mentioned was 
mt avni1'lblo nt the Direct Support Unit. iho itera was placed on 
Rad Bnll and th:! 29CM Trnc.tor p.irlrod to 11•,111it tho {lr;-ivtl ot the p.1.rt. 
To provo:nt loss or oporating t:izoo, a sc.irch for a· suitnble eub• 
stitute was begun • 

(3) RF.C01'2J.ENDATION: That part described be usod ns a. 1Ub­
stitut~ whilo aw:i.iting origii)'ll part nocdcJd. 

6. Orgnnizntion, nona 

l Inel 
&I . 
DI§'KRipllfJQ.N 
·2 - CINCUSARPAC, i,TTN: GPOf-M' 
3 - 00, USl1IW, NlTff: /.VIIGC 

cZ_(Plt¥' t11 ~Ju 
GF.DOOE&e. JH11C 
COI.OHEL, CE 
CO!ll.1.1.Jlding 

4 - CG, 18th F.n&' Bdo, NITN: /NBC-C 
15 - Filo 
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AVBC-G (,30 Apr 68) 1st !n;l 
SUBJF.CT: Operational Report ot the '•5th Engint-er liroup (Com,t) !or the 

Period Ending ,'.30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) 

DA, Headquarters, 18th Encineer Bl·igade, APO %'377 1 6 JUN 1968 
TO: Co!!l:ll.'lIXling General, U.S. Arr:iy, vietnmn, ATTll: AVliUC-DST, APO %375 

1 • The Operational Report-Lessons Le~ed or tho 45th ~gineer Uroup 
(Const) has been reviewed by this headquarters and is conoidered to be 
an excellent account ot tho 45th Group I s activities du.ririg the reporting 
period ending 30 April 1968, 

2. The recomicndations of the Group Cor.znandcr nro concurred in with the 
!ollcndng col!l.'llento adde.t. 

a. Retorence: Section 11 para 1 b. The '•5th .Engineer Uroup was 
placed :4i General Support or III t-lAF arxl l'rovisional Corps, Vietnam (PCV) 
on 15 March 1968 upon its deployment to I Corps Tactical Zone. 

b. Reference: Seetic,n 2, p.:U"a 2 a. 'l'his headquarters concurs that 
MACV l/.)0 upgrading must be carei\11.ly programncd .ind constant.ly 1·cvicwed 
to remain in perspective 'h-ith tactical necessity. Although the upgrading 
or major highways to tlACV Standard is re.:oenized :l:.! ncing a most :in:portant 
long t6l'm goal, considorntion :ihould bo given to cstablishinB an interim 
stamard \od1ich would raect tho tactical :rl.tuation, thereby rendering routes 
o.(' primary interest passable tmdor all conditions. Such initial upgrading 
wuld lator provide the baoe work tor upgrading these sections to MACV 
Stannard 'When e.rrort becomes available. Thlo approach could be the basis 
for a more aggrcssivo road opening program, while still adhedng to the 
priorities set rorth by rJJ\CV. 

c. Ro!erencc: Section 2, para 2 r. This headquarters concura with 
the basic pNmisc that the 1·osp.onsibiJ.ity for qunlity control o! joint 
Gontract projecto should bo better dc!.incd. the engineer Wlit, however, 
should have over all responsibility ro1• quality control or the rinish<!d 
base c:ou.rso product, to include final grading and shaping just prior to 
1,,y down. Glose coordination between tllO contract.or and mg.i.noer unit 
involved is essential and should be unpliasizcd in lx>th the contract and 
unit construction directive. 

d. Rororonce: Section 2, para 4 a. Preparation or posters to warn 
civ:llians or the ckmeCl's or. handJ.ine munitions to bo turned in tor money 
in tho Voluntary l'nforme.nt Program is required. They should emphasize 
that. information leading t.o the c.iiscovoi:y or munitions has the same mon­
eti\ry value as tho actual turn in. 

o. Rerorenco: Section i, para !t b. The reco~ded i\lnding :iyotem 
tor the Voluntary Intoru.ant Pros~am wa~ establiahed ~n 23 April. Fwids 
became available on rt June permitting :implc:nentation or the proBram. 
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~~£! I< fJe (..c_l_._ 
DOO K. HLUE 
Col el, Cl 
Deputy Co=ander 
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AVHGC-DST (30 April 1968) 2d. Ind CPT Arnold/dls/LBN 4485 
SUBJECT: Operational Report i:.£ the 45th Engineer Group (Const) for 

Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) 

HEAtQUART.IBS, US ARMY V!ETNAU, APO San Francisco 96375 . . 
TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GFOP-!)'n,~~~ t,l\.~ 

APO •96558 • • 

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned 
for the qu~rterly period ending JO April 1968 from Headquarters, 4,th 
· "gineer Group ( Construction) • 

2. Comments follow: 

a. Reference item concerning Voluntncy Informant Program, page 16, 
paragraph 4a; ani 1st Indorsement, paragraph 2d: Concur. The required 
printed material should be prepared through coordination with the local 
psychological operations unit. Unit will be notified by this headquarters 
or the appropriate action to be taken. 

b. Referem:e item concern.ing Voluntary Informant Program, page 16, 
paragraph 4b; and 1st Indorsement, parar.raph 2e. Concur. A funding 
system was estabiished on 2.3 April 1968 under the provi.sion:; of USARV 
Regulation 37-25, s1Jbject: Rewards to Vietnamese Civilians for vleapons 
and Explosives. This Regulation was specifically written to provide a 
source of funds to USARV nondivisional units e.g. USARV .Ergineer Troops, 
Military Police, Medical, Sign<ll and Aviation units, for rewarding RVN 
civilians who turn-:iJl weapons and ammunition. The cQrrent funding 
program for USAlW Engineer Troops has been established at 1,500,000 VI-:$. 

c. Refe~ence· it~m concerning movement of troops aboard seatrains, 
page 17, paragraph 5a; ~onconcur. MACV Directive 55-4 establishes the 
procedu?'fl fQr organizations to request unit JI\Oves. The selection of ~he 
appropriate t,ransportation means is· the fun~tfon of TMA. Utilization 
of Seatrain facHities intra RVN, shouJ.cl. be used only when no other n:eans, 
air or water, is sufficient. GeneraJ:y, less expensive rnean5 than the 
$8,500 per day Seatrain are available. Proposed USARV Regulation 55-4 
is presently being staffed and should clarify procedur~s. 

FOR THE COMMANDER; 

Cy furn: 
HQ 45th Engr Gp (Const) 
~ 18th Eng1• Bde 

Le ~ Ov _ J GJiklU 
lffftM V. GETCIIEtL 
Capt.Ila, AGC 
Aleiltant Adjutant fteltCd 
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GPOP-DT (30 Apr 68) 3d Ind 
SUBJIC'f: O,.ntional hport of HQ, 45th lnsr e, (Con1t) for Period 

lndiq 30 April 1968, lCI CSPOl-65 (11) 

~, US Arr/,. P•cific, APO San lranci~co 96558 1 5 JUL 1968 

TO: A11i•tant Chief of Staff for Force Development, :oapartMnt of the 
ArrrJ, W••hin1toa, ~. c. 20310 

Thia hHdq1,.ftr.tera bu e•.raluated 11ubject report and forwarding indone­
ment1 •nd concur, in th• report•• indoraed. 

FOR THE C~ll IN CHIEF: 

f?f(~-
K. F. OSBOURN 
MAJ. AGC 
Asst AG 
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J, l"CPOftT TITI.IC 

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, llq, 45th Engineer Group (Co:1st) (U) 
. (CORRECTED COPY) 

4. OICICftl"TIYIC NOTICI ,n,,. •• , N,«l a,ul ,,.,,.,., .. ,., .. , 

~vnn.-fpn,-pc1 nf ""it en,..,a•.1 fn cn1mt11'l"{n,mr,rencv nnnratlong l Feb - 30 •\pr 68 
t l'U THOft(II (l'lt•I n .. ,,, "'l'-JI• lnll/el, /,111 n11n1) 

' I . 
(Const) I . co, 45tit Engineer Group . 

I, ,.IC,.OftT Ol'TIC 11, TOTAi. t,10, 01' .. AOICI r·• NO, OP' ftlCl'I 
30 ,\pril 1968 24 

II, CONTlll'CT Oft eftAHT NO, U, O"lelNATOft'I ftll:,.OftT NUMelCftlll 

I, "IIOJICCT NO, 682265 

N/A 
c, ft, OTHICft IIIC,.OIIT NOIII (Any alh,t 11-Htl lh•I .,,y I• .. 21/lfl•d 

1h14 N/Htl) 

d. 
~ . 

10, 0IITl118UTION ITATICMICHT 
..,. . 

II IUPtot.lCMI.NTIII• NO'o"•"I II, IPONIOIIIINO MII.ITAIIY A.::TtYITY 

N/A OACSFOR, DA, Washington 1 o.c. 20310 

IJ, l'•aTftACT 

24 

. UNGl,i\SSIFIF.ll 
!,;1111u•I" C'lu, te1fu• 11hnn 

1 ·-·-- ~ ··-

t' 

,. 
~ 

; 

I 



i 
' 
" 'fj' . 

" i' ' e rt ·~ t J~ 
'' ;~ 

J. 

' 
~:. 
~f:":'"·"-',-

1 ~ 

' 1 
l 
~ 
l 
' 
~ 
l 
i '• 
i 
l 
; ,_ 
ic 

' l 

i-> 

} ! 
i- 1 ~ 

' l u 

l 

j 
! 
i 
I 

- i 
l l 

f 
l . 

-i l-
' 

~.~ 

t 
i 
t 

I· 

r 
t 
I 

; i 
! 

l 

, 

a_'7 The following items arc recommended for inclusion in the Lessons Learned 
Ir.dex: 

, . 

ITEM 1 

* SUBJECT TITLE ___________________ _ 

'lrlt FOR OT RD II 

***PAGE II 

ITEM 2 

SUBJECT TI'!L! ______________________ _ 

FOR OT PD II 

PAGE {} 

ITEM 3 

SUBJECT TITLE ______________ ..--_____ _ 

FOR OT RD II 
I•,• 

PAGE II 

ITEM 4 

SUBJF.CT TITLE ____________________ _ 

FOR OT RD ii 

PAGE II 

ITEM 5 

SUBJECT TITLE _______ -:---------------

FOR OT RD II 

PAGE II 

* Subject Title: A~ short·(one sentence:or phrase) description of the item 
of interest. 

** FOR OT RD H : Appears in the Reply Referer.ce line of the Letter of Trans­
mittal. This number:.~ be accurately stated. 

***Page fl That page on which the item of interest is located. 
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