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SlJBJEC~; Operational Repor t of 1st 3ntt.ilicn., 82d Fiel lu-ti.llerr.1 f . - the ?eriod 
o,f DetL:ohtr..ent from. 2Jd In ant.ry Division for the Purpose of Pa.rti,cipr.tion in Lam 
Son. 719", 

Sol:rlii!@di.ng Otfieer 
23d Inf .. ~ try Di \Ii si on lrti 11ery 
i. Tl : S..3 
iiPO S~ F:rrncisco 9637.4 

SECTION 1.,. OFERJ. TIOiS: 
SI CNlFIC:i.N'"' i.C TIVITIB;S 

A,1 Car-ur1 ·• d; 

1, '.Background.. 'Th.e 1 a Be _ till on, S 2d Field. Artille ry _ ·nus t ry D \ol'B.S 

de te.oh ed from the 23d Inf' "n .,l,ry i vision o or · bout o:;oo hours, JO J .:in ".1:""/ 19 '71 
~nd c.ttac'he<l to the lst Er1gede, 5t.i-i. - ch~nized Diwsion f or Oper,tioncl Con _ro 
during the lni tie.l pbtise of Operat.idb. L~ Son ?l9. /:,.s 0ha opar ti.on. exp£1nded in 
,sco o tho brttolion wcs to :ped'or m e verlety of mission.s; bec ome ~Con to savG.rol 
ther c ements "' d in generr- , p,_e,y the role or 11 't:Ck cf i,..11 Trniies 11 • ne Bat tali.on 

FDC, €1cting in the r ol f FSC,C,11- h nd , on oe-co,ss.ion, s l:ltm.y ~a si>:' -~r~ tiond artill r 
uni t 3 und or i · a co ·: rol. In eddi tion to controlling cleo.r ance s "or drcr .ft on · 
obtcining ,gl' cru."'.l.d. cle ,:,.r,enes , the FDC als o hr.' the respQD.:sibility 0.1. OEtlli.ng f or Mr 
ftooke t 1.rtille,ry end ed.iccl ev cu"_ti cirert:f-t,. 'l'he _ogistica -plenn.1.ng left 
raucb t o be desired i..~ the ird tiel st~ges of the ope·r ~.ti.:n, howavn,r, gr ;-du:-1 imp:rova­
iien , Hc?,S re ill :z.ed es · · e oper .-- tion g,rined in.omen twn. iJ..rcra:f't for I1esupi;>l :y .r,nc1 .re ... 
coru.~,isamce ..,nd eomr:::- d pUI"pos e s ~•. s ir r.n axtl'ol!ll81)" l ow VC1il .bd.lity I'" oo rood r .... 
c1: od s o tbroU;gilou.1. ... .he ·en · re oper ~ tion. 'Ibis, in f act,. becEtm e. cri ticnl issue 

on seyernl. oc vs.siDll.S :in :resupply f Clas s .t, Clnss I e...i,.d w-,=,_ter ,o, . c.tt.GrJ,• B whos~ 
oc tion w.:1.s ccess ble ly by e1i r , lfon,:,.,.,l i nhe :- -n p oblon· , i-.ssoci ed '.Ii h ar­

s onn l ~d c Cillilini s tr~ tio., we ra g r ia ,- tly i c:re ~~ed due to dist r- ca invol ved ..-;nd -c om­
EtUnic ~. ti ons gap. In and out processing, lec:ves ,, R&R .c'l"J.d other person.11el E.:'. ters 
\le r e st.ill. being processed r ough 23d In ".:mtey· 01 vi ai CID in Cbu ,i ll.i. thou t c -i ra ct 
line of corri!ilUnie~tion s: to tba, ·· · t cl'ion !iel'.d locu t i m , Ca.nae uently, -~,or.s om:ie 
wre bt!re.ly m~et!n.g de.a,dlines f.or DEROS .:nd/o'l': ETS, repl.:Ioelne t porso.i--.. el wera n.r-
-1 ving in the b.~t t !", i on t ron.r :) r S le.to 10 t'.j"9 .r .. r :-ssigni.rumt O ' ,e 'b::-, -
te.lion, .;--nd e:\l'ari! s end clecor :e t ions: i nformetion :? ci no t i ic~tion r.t<>S ,g- e.~tly d,eleyed,. 
The be::. telloqi perf omance in the field YU! outst , ding in ;;:very !"Spec t rn d both i ts, 

ricers d f> n () wll - s thor 23d Inf'on,t.ey Division e n oo rouc1 f tho r.-cc.omplish-
aon ts dt. -:nad uri.Dg the ff.J d eys of p rtic p..,tion in · ier t i on L..c:r:-1. S,on ?19 ., This 
re ort in its enti re:l;y :t-ei'lec t s in detail · e his oricc:::. ,..,ehievei.ten ts of the 1/8,.2d 
.r iillory fro ... JO Jmu, .. _q 1971 o 8 ,.pri l 1971. 



a~ Haj or: i.'1.sjor · ovaif ·· • ·. m :t assumed duties ,of Bat.talion S..J, ·Vico 'Major 
J aim9s: D,., '.heGowS:l:l on 14 February 1971. ?>'i4,j or M~Gowan wes med-evaced r rdlll . Pi.re Support 
b -,g,e • lende:rgri:i't due to illness. ':I 

li ·CET I.eRoy B~, OultJ.av asS'l.liilSd duties, of' GO, Ba tteey A, an 17 Februe.ey 19711, 

fora..perl.od. of .2 weeks, re:plaoing CPT John • Davia wh,,o ~nt an scheduled 14 day 
con.us: leave. · 

:2 . CPT 1- ch ael t,. Sitnoni ch assumed duties as CO,, Be.. t ter!' B on. 26 March '71, vioe 
Ct'T Billy H., C:ro s , OPT Cron HHI' :ioo~ev~c.ed for tUJ1esa from his f'ie·ld oe1 t1 ,on .. 

3,. CfT lllle H •. J ad:san. assume.d dutie.s es CO; HHS Battery On 26 J!.~rch 71 , vice 
CPT SiDloni ch II 

3-. Di~ 'ti.nguished: . Vi£!i.toni:: The follcnd.ng: dis tingJ.iShed persori,.ne_ honorec11 the bat­
talion d th their pres,enoe during Operation ·~ in Son '7l9. 

NAH:, -HG ,J ames L.. Balc3.\dn 
BG J°"'¾n G. Hill,, Jr. 
BG. &rt?":am K., Bondt1 
BG Stei-i~ · t c. ~yer 
Col 4 ._.._c R. Sadler 

B. Pers orulel. 

PO§U,g{_ 
CG., 23d I fant.ry Di vi Bi on, 
CG., _st Sri.s~~, 5th Veche...nize Divisioia 
ADO &:tpPort, 23d Ir.i'axrt.ey Div.is.icn 
CO, .XllV Corps krtill ry 
co, 23d Tufantey Division Artille.ey 

1. e rs onne l and .AdJDini s ration p .. o blell'..s during the re porting pe rl od 1-tere n.ut1e rous" 
lni ti.ally the :>-1 sectimt e:.nd a:11 bett9:ry clerks wer0, designated to l"'em:ain :in e 
rear area (Chu Lai),. tau, leeving tl e h::"ttillon:. in the field without tr~,ined pe.r­
sonnt!l o ha.n ~ E! _ e~sonnel and adimniatr.irtive ma.t ,terJ;,. Poor comnnnic.atlans ana 
isti!l:r~oe ir::vol-ve · tetween the bsttillctl•a !i.ela_ position. and rear e.ree e~used "11 -

ceseive de e:y in morning re-port en'tries, subm.is:si.Oil of reeOillltV;indations for aw~rds 
en decor tiong, and created pro,blems in the &'rea. or p rocessing 0£ persoi:lhel ac io s .. 
Seo • s f' personnel ~ho reoei ved DE. OS .adjustments •~re rushed to meet ·time ;. ,guire-
ments ~or processing and reporting to out-of-country p~ocess:ing c,ente:-s Adminia:trs: ... 
tive r.i.essagel';I from one lo,ca.ticm.. t o .enother were often 01.1.t.deted Upon receipt,. which 
c.:used C&'lll" suspense dates to ba ,dssecli. 1he 1u•ob'bms we a llevie somo,..,tl t in 
the lat ;e;r fet.t weeks. of the opin"a.~ion l,lhen ,a portion. of· the ~ moved to the field 
loc;,""'ionj hot-18 - r du.e to the diste. ee factor eoupled wit..1-t r@spor-tetiun el - "s 
n t · c1ll p:robl effl5, wero eli!i!in eted1 Other ape,oific ereu of c oncern rna i .ii.lll"e::::rt 
are O'J. tlined e;s ·ollowfH 

a ~ il: .J.. mBl,j:or f actor di r~ctly related to troop morGle '.s t'ie t mcly 
:re,ce_pt ,of !ii.Sil,, For e peri,od. of t'WO weks "r t.¾e • set of t.}ie 01~er2ti-n here 
\,1.-. s , a i,.e,il deli ered to thG, field po.s tian, \o;lhan 1, • 1 f'i:n ~ll · diri ~•1_ve ~nd soms 
sa ,.bl.enc~ ,of regulati ty seemed .1!-JJ?al'ent, it -.r.r..s. not long before - ·Oi;'Ulel became 
i,i'.Wc:re i,..,.1.et :[ilrll postmark indicated no less than 7 d ays end -::. s _ ch a.s 19, days: 
dif "el."enctlJ fro::i. the iite: the mail t.1a.s pos ed un i 1 .u:s received. l1io.st !roquently 
tr:~ no · el chronologicel orde,r of 'llrl tten ,correspo::i.dcnce \,.ras o t cf seg,?enca • 

............. ..._ ______ . --



-· 1iu tl M1 " • . .:., I 
~ - -- .. . 1i_1;;.iWi'~r1 ~ 1..1 , rd . ; · 

b •, . • , .3 ~ ' ;;, ~ . .,. . • I 
• • · ,ws ~;a~ . !'.'\II - . f· .. Jv~ ng ~ •-ether mlitery oonn.eoted end 
inlitory news pu_ l' . ey .l ~ W~ D;a~~ - (~ :l by ilfa ti.ea the,y ,got tb the tr-0ops that 

- the news oonte~t was · , :re .evm, .. - . 

2. · I'll . e be,ttalion suffered threa-personnel..Jc.lld. in a.otton, t1,-onty wo'L'lndsd i."l. aict i-on 
,end ono missi.11g in a.ci;i~ll.. durin&-.tho :reporting period.. /.i.".'C3X'a€8 essignod stl!cmgth 
fo-;rz th batte.lion du:tins hG reporting :po io · · we.s 465 pe:rsormel . 

KI.A 

MIA 

grAN SBim®R, Ri.oh:e.rd. L. · PFO 

3. IJie following personnel wre reootDended for awards during t he reporting pa:riod 
M il .di~ a.to dt 

DAVIS, Jomi CPT 

sn-rercs . . t~chael L. 
Nmlll , 'J1:Uli a.m. J., 
S:EiiL1Y• J...rry D. 
W i!.UG:: , ' 1.lli.ao L, 
CBZI·, • FCJrJ.e.ld ;. 
BRO\~ 1 t _ .. rolli L 
GaEGCaY Hu«}l 

SBELL.~mffi.; .Heirol L. 
Ji;.;w;.~ C , , l:JL'tcrt ln Jr . 

WOO· o .. B, W'eyne R 
CRE¼1, Rn."'l~d W. 
:ii LTON, Aiioh~l =' • · 

IVS .::.!, Billy J . 
KINS:-~ , Brw::a X.,. 
GiJt CI.A, Elis cm aro 
oom:r::E?., o=:1 w., 
SHIPJBY,, Frenk1.El1 
PHIL!il:?S , Clint Jr. 
~ , lJJTon D. 
GLE.l.SON, Tlllo:th,Y R. 
'IRWI!:~ • Curtis Il. 

C. Int~lligonoe 

SILVER S'l'Mt 

ROBISON 1, Gary B" :PFC 

:BRONZE Sl1JJt wrI'H 1'Vt1 

CPf 
an 
SFil 
~ 
SSG 
SSG 
SGT 

1't6.J 
CPI' 

_'Afi!i • · 0 ,. Louis V., 

.:FllRP'LE ~ ; 

SSG 
SSG 
OOT 
SGT 
SP5 
SP4 
si,4 
SP4 
Sf4 
PFC 
PFC 
PFC 

LIV'..fil. Y; uHly • 
BOLDT;, Wayne E, 
DJTSY~ ,, B:..,wo .IC. 
C3.0SB'Y, Rebert L• 
~"ZS,. 1.rtb.ur R •. 
IZiii , D;innia .!u 

TO If::i;.SE ~It t.:cthur • 

S!!GE.R ,, Ton:; P. 
m-GLESTON ~ Je-f'.f.ray 

Pre 

~..SI£Y, Thoma.s: F,. 
B.'..RXER t i:r.rol R. 
BC!IS'JN , Gery E 
1'll11-S, Carrol R. 
WOODS, HaTo d. W • 
W\iiNJER,. Robert L 

''&m.it'l'G,. Thomes l. ■, 
..- ,FLORES t Maroello 
-':OOZE , _ary- S,.,, 

raR , Clif't.on B. .. 
-· GilEY, L~i?ID. L 

SG"" 
SGT 
SF5 
fil-' 5 
~FU 
Fi'C 
l:'FC 

SP4 
PFC 

FO 
FC 

PFC 
PFC 
PFC 
P·ro 

FC 
~FC 
?FC 
.. FC 
HNJ 

"'. '.:'"n~ be.tt,::."J.ion oontrib-ut -13 to t he oviara.11 intelligence eff-or 'ta through tioely 
rc}_..crting 0£ intoll.igenc:a dz.ta. 2.s it w.s reoeiite d h oo pe~·eo:nno1 througho t the 
iz1i .. . :. c::: oor.alol on buclt':lr lino du y I B\Xl:;VO)" pcrsonnol • i'iold ~, couriers. 

; 



-- · - ·- --,~ - ~ - : ~.i;J:icrl.~ IVNQ f!J<f ·1, 1t 
.and intef'ior guerds' D I"\ N ._ ... , . r /ti ' te res~ i bili ty of seeking e.nd reporting 
intel ligence inform· ~Y..;....:.1.L•wA;o~,e ,I!,~ !I, received instruction on the procedures 
for reporting inte genc_e orma .• oll reports/crat er analysis was specifical-
ly the r e spoosibi)ity of two designated teems; hOll8ver, me.ny personnel i~ tho unit 
having knowleqge •cf tho procedures collsistewtli ..a,,int+ered ~ perfom the f'llncticn 
of shell reportin'g Plld -di~so \liilh-in s .econds ;;.f ter the oessetion of i ncocing fires 
or while incoming f ire s vere still ill progress, This enabled the battalion to 
place moro effective fires on suspected enemy f ires locations , . ' ' 

2. _ 'lhe j:,os,ting~o~. i rltelligen'~/ <teti ·~s ~bt~~d :-Ei!rb~gh intelli~£ce 'bne~_ngs, 
Slll,'il;laries, and other sources to include sensor activa~ion we.s a continuous process. 
Again the timely !\Pd accuretif posting of suspected enemy posi ti ens and sites en­
abl ed the bettalio.'l to fire r ocket e.nd morte.r suppressive fires vit h confidence , 

3. I ntelligcace information end slll\Jnaries were of a tinaly nature when cisseminated; 
however, there v&S a sporadic lack of dissemination from highe r to l o\/Cr units, 
'lhough not unique to the 1/82 Artillery, there was a l eek of inform.1tion reg'QlCi'ng 
the loc<1tion of mine fields . · 

4 , 'lhe battalion we,s to soma degree pinched by the lack of aircraft for observers, 
t arget aquisition, surveillance and target demage a ssessment; the latter being 
very much related to t r oop mor e.le through racognition of effec tiveness of fires as 
wll es recording the end results of firing' f or jlistoricd pUI>pose:i, 

D, OPE?u:iTICN i.ND TA1ND40: 

l , Htssion: 1/82 Field Artille ry (- }; DS TF 1/11 and 4/J WantryJ enswer cells 
from TS 3/ 5; on order, DS TF 1/77; J/187 Infantr y; anst-,ared calls from 4/3 Infantry 

2, Concept of Oper ation: ?r ovide e.rtillery f i~s as required to the Brigade ao 
a mission b~sis, Conduct artiller:,· r aids on a nds sio1l basi s c>s required , Reinforce 
the fires cf direct support el1mimts assigned and/or att,.ched to tho tiri!!ade es 
required , 

J . Execut ion (brief) 

e.. On JO Jnnuary 1971, the 1st Bo.ttelion, 82d Field Artillery lllCVed by r oed 
f r oa Dang Ha to Firo Support Base Vendergrift, vicinity of Ca Lu (XD 9994s4l. Tho 
battalion ves operational by 1200 hc,,..irs, t-1 th the Headquerters Battery in posi t i oo 
at (XD 999483) and Batt ery J. in position at (XD 996482) . Be.ttery B h aving been 
ai rlifted from vici nity 1'"11 Loe ( XD 08945lll) to Fire Support Base Shepp•rsl1. 
(Xu 93~04) and Battery C moVing to vicinity C..2 {~ lf!t?AA~t cor,'Pleted tho 
llattalis conf'iguretion on the ground , Bat t e ry C a th s po\i b:lce.mo attached 
to 1st oatt alim, 61st Infan try, Initial coordination with c.djecant , supported 
and t>erent units was co~leted by 1400 hours end within eti.nutes thoroeftAr the 
battellqn ves f'ir!.ng its· firs t nissioo . 

4, Synopsis 

a, The bettcl.io., occu;>ied posi t i ens a t Fir e Support Base V ® der grift, Fire 
Support Beso Shepp2rd end C..2, and wa.s oper~.tional on D + 1, 

J. Dtl; A teem of three ~ rsonnel frOlll the 5/4th Arty uss att,ched t o t.'1e 
battD.liOil to proVide cir end groU."ld cl earance d ate IJi.th furt.lter instruction to 
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· train 1/8,2d personn 
nifieant evients oi:: c-

' 
2,. D+2: Sever ~ attempts '!.-ere made t.o obtg,,in an mcraf't for use by the 

Be.ttal.!.on Co.mmender to Visit i'SB S~,eppord ~d. C..i" with n.o suceese. (Su ·ol:'t yes 
l acking i-cl this Sl"l3a -tHroughout i'.na, ope:rotion) .~ Diffic'Ul.ty we.s ,aJ.,so ,encountered 
.. nen aircra.f't for resupply to Sheppard wc1.s r equested. Ini t_.all)' - e :me,Jor problem. 
wear in t,niDg to -aise the unit dii-Gotly ria.sponsib1e for scb.e·dul~g resQpply m:Lssriooa . 
It ~s l '"' ter le:e.rnad. th::t the bE1,ttilion W"S on lew -priority for .e: r , ssions, •. 

J ., D+.3: The, bdtelion continued t o. improve its defense posture . 
Additional fighting bunkers wer·e eon~ r-~cted along t..1-ie periubter line ,e.nd fixed 
fields, of r.:.:re es 0ablished. 1er y little, if any-, be;:ctier meteri£>1 voe1s av.ailable 
_r: th re _ Troops diligently wo:r:\ted to salvage, barn.or ~te.ial. l e _ t b.!,bin 
as o - ,er uni ts bag,m to eave FSiB Vandergrift in support of: ectivi ties f u:rthe-l' 
·west., Th.e S-.4 su·· ti. t ted en emergency requ;a;st f ,or ber-rier "ti8ria_ through appropriate 
s~ ly cha.t'.i! els end t,m3 informed that ·tha unit would not be in receipt ,of th.a 
requested items for .eever~~l days,., - ormal operations c:on tinusd on thB fire bsse .. 

4. D+4: The battaliOD d3 given the :mission of oon _:rolling ,olae\renc,es 
f'Pil f'iro pl~ing in th; 1/7? Armor end 3/187 bf ere r.s f opera.tio Battery A 
.. -es l'.ler""ed to pr epa~ e for move B.nt on 4 February to FSB Elliott to p~ ovide artillery 
support ·or @ in.f'rmtry aweep of AO Leopard ., The CO end S-) of 5/,4 ' rti.llery 
vi d.. ted the, Battalion CO and S-; to coo·rdin.'.lte ple ::i for fire sup .. ort f -r 4/3 
To.f'.ant r y Combe:' a se.Ult into _O Leopa:rd on 5 .Februe.ry. e visi.t l'11:110 served to 
cootdi:n.ete v:!.th liaison ps -some fer tha, 4/3 In.f oo·:rih. ·t es e.ult .. 

5. D+S: 3e ,teey B w.es informed that. J ho\li t 1rer-s tl ,crevs uould be ai 
tr s orted to FS!B V.md.eT'grlf _ o till the :Void left by Battery • 'Iha, 3 hO\d tz-ers 
~re ~ oved, laid. tnd ready to f ire ,at 133 - r, r s o _ 4 Feh-"'t"'U2r:y. B~t tery A ~ 10ved to 

Zllio~, tr road end \Ins laid 2nd ra~dy to .:i re r-t 1415 h0'.1rs ,, 4 rabl""J..;;!7, The 
batt.al::... on racei ved a massage Ji. ro · C , 5/ 4 f...'r" J ind ... tin .. e, t the c ,11. - ·t a.s .aul 
,c..1cd'.J.laa for ~' - ebN y vas reschedu.lod f'or 6 e · atter,y- A re 1 · ~ ed n 
:;i-si tian ..; Ellio t . 

6. D+6 t ii. 5 ton w ,hiels ool ongin g to Sat t.e • .!J. hit 2. mine :..oo llle ters from 
their posi tion ... Elliot t resulting in dest.ru:ction c-f th- vehicle 611d i: o :i:ersonnel 
c~su 1 t ies, 

7. D-4-7'~ At 14JO hours · etter l A received c v l ey of welve 122· · - rockets 
~ ! their posi ion. 1h:i.s w-as fJllowed by volley of ten :rocke · ,s at 1515 hou.rs r 
sul tir g in l KIA and 4 WI.I,. ill cewal tie.s we r e dus ed-of;f.' ::i:i:xtens:. ve d""~ilge 
to e._ :i ton tI"Uck a.nd minor da!ilage to e RC - 292 e.ntsnn.e. \.'ts the extant of 1e 
e uipme t , ossea. 'Ihe ope,r at · c,i1 sc.!:iedu:1C3d f or .:AO _ o,€. · · wr.s c:on:col1er c1uo 
".r.c l ei"~'!lnt t the:r,,. 'lhe ca 1/82 Ar :y . e-que,::n.ed Bsttecy ' o · ~ck to Vender--
!rift,. Per.ais i .. v.•~s i!;l'ante-d and Ba tery move d b?ck 't..., h:.1-:cle r r:cr :'....f t, ·1cs _a.:d 
.nd re e • y· c fir o ~. 1900 hour a.. 

8. D+8 . 'Iha. bat talion .?. SSU.'ft'l.e-d. sole resp a'l:'~ sibili tJ- £or 11 -· i"' e;nd ground 
clo al'e,ri.cos con r el i n- the A.O., E: t te ry B, Pl t oon e:• -i s ... FSB. 1 ::-n ~ r rift 
le~iVing t he ground: fOSi tion.s r: s f olio - .~ H.~E, ~' . en~ ., plc•,too,n l c.:.te : .,,t Vandel'­
gni' .l 3 Bat te,.y ( ... ); l oc~t,ed. a . FSE Sl:epp&d , e-..tery C lo .sted t C...2. t 
"'.'P~ ro:o.~r.tely 800 ho1.1- sVau.dcrgrif't O!lDO under e roo ' ' t ¢tteck r ec , · v1 g 16 rcn.m s 
~22t01 1 ;rocket,s • ~ o un1 t hti.d no r~t ivo po:&"s-onnol or eq~i ::i;:mt losso a . ounto-i:' 
r e ck:: t •3Z' i ·.s t..'Qr o th-c d through t tho ,r,,t t~.ek .. 
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..... ""1Y,·1f.J h t=fl•{; ~ .•.. , 
9. :!149• lbe : ~.cJto,:;.,(I -/l lj µ • • '! 'm.o~in obtai :i,;g 111554 end M565 

·time f'U:zes.. A spec:; _ey ... r'.N· WAD~te P!~ thro 4 chennels for 'the pro-
curement of these ;. • · ale::t"ted to p:repare to support infantry 
el,ements in southern -0 Leoprrd on 9 Fe brut:'11'• 

' _. ., 
,10. Dtla· Opor~'t:,i~ CA i'ot,_4/3 .Infan:tr:y 1,.r·~s p0:stp·0t1ed to~ 24 bou,r,s dua to 

inclall!:f!ll t weather. · · 

ll. D+ll: andl!rgritt Ncelv0d 27 rock t ,s ,rt 1'7A.5 hcura resul.ting in nag-
eti ve per:sQ!m,el and equiptmm t losses,. 1;,10 dust-,of!s ·wrlli required in A BE>;ttar:-.f 
for minor l.mmd~; 1 hostile, - non-hos "ilc but, duri g ,21.ction.. Prep ancl s.uw,ort 
fir-es for 4/'J Infantry· CA w ra firo,ri.. 

\ \ ' ~ - 12. D+ 12: \1 a.1·Ler .,.i rt rs oe ved. 8 rook a t s et 1900 hours re s'l.ll tin.g in mino,r 
eq_ll.l.pmetl,. da~ge .. d negdiva personnol los,ses. 'lhe b& ttlion con.ti.nu d to 
provide suppor ting fires for the 4/'J Infantry. 

1,3. D+l3; I:neree.s d activi _y n th1st v:icini ty of the Rooltpile· nee - s,a:L te.ted 
.ddi t iontl fir-a support. As s. result 9,.,,5/4 Artiille1·y :was e .. t ch@d to 'b.i;e 1/82 

i.:r .. i l le.1·y, Additionall y, CO, 5/4 Artillery recolilID;lnded two se,e ions of ./JU be: 
pl ~ced G....~ o him 1,,,'ith the 1/B,2 ty e.oordin.~u~. 

\~ 14,. D+l4: !. follow u.p iriess2.ge WfS sent, out. :rie,(!ug;iing sorti~s for & esupply 
of 3he~r··rd es Btey B (-) had re ohed a, cri ticnl point ~ Class V and p·otable 
w t;;; r., - Cln.ss r d wctar was e;veilable on the resul,JplY p~d for 3, consec: tive . 
days .::waiting aVt!(il~.bili ty of air craft.. The message o,bt.ru.ned resu.l t s; however 1 

ei, · re SUlJ _ ly con ·tin ued to oo a pro hl,etlil £.t'CJ e. 

15. D+l5; 'ft:.e b~ttallcn re.ceive· 1 rock,et a 1030 hours .?.m:~ 8 "'ockets 
r. t ~-::.· & r o:ld r, t.ely 19 00 hours. Can tinue !!.rti lle ey s uppor,. r or .4/3 Inf en · ey wri:a,s 
pr vi ed by the beth•lion o\.i hers plus B 5/4 Artiller1 loc~ted --"- FS.B YMderg:r:ift. 

\~~~":I· 16, Dtl~: ne Be.ttr.li ·. S-.3 new to 4/3 Infantry c:ci o disc _•'ss ~t icds of' 
re sn - sii,reme s s i.n ,, hi l e ry fire s end ·pos _ i ble stra Fmlining f !'i r ~, ~::. r ec:ti on 
procecurc .s • The, :lncr2e. se d rJ sponsi vene• ss or the . rti llery B~ t t-ali~, _ ou,gh t prei s e 
from ·the in.f¢1ntry ooing suppo. tad ,, At aµ ·rorlmsite3:ly 0800 ho,ur5 th..::, b t cl.ion 
receive a a fi :r:me:. ti - of 46 i\.EA on J.3 e bru~,ry,. 

17. D+17: ~ e J...rtill ry • tJ.ison 0ffic~r .from 3/187 !i1€de personel con.-trct 
'\id.th '•', e L ·ttallon 3-3 t-nd. FD~ to discuss firo l",M.:Ulg for a COI!lbat .r:.ssault 
corm1encing 17 &e rn.::ry in .;.o Ieo. e.!tl vhara th.a 3/187 'l.,2,s t o r elieve tl e 4/3 !nftl.ltry 
Tha b, ""tc..littt conti:1 od "to pr, vide sup or Uni:; fires !or th.a 4/ 3 Infr-ntry 1D addi ti 
to -per-i cx1i culY firing rocket .:-nd mort£>r supprcssi ·e firta..s ... 

1s. Dt16= &s ppl/ for Shapp£.rd :still co ti ueo o be a er· tic<"" l _;,r oblc.tL 
e:1·oa1, nt~ ;s:,t,t o11:y :B :cinus h -,v.ng to r :?.~- an out t e l i: st cf its -. ~- s ·:nd Clr,s:s V,, 
ti1.:er11 1. - re: .l-Mill bol "'W t.~o -r.itli::.:uL~ ro~uir.ci'Jt.nts , ~ ·Rape. kd r €. qu.-:..st t.:r :A1.gr. Brig ·- ce 

L1bvat -t Gett rol Of '" c,:,r for clrc:ri:::i't w~ro still wing o • ~cel.lt:: . A. ,._1;_ssc.gc e ccl .rint 
co: b ,:- t Wir;gency obt~incd soms l'e sul ts in the w-y of sor .. ic nia b t tdion shot 
schedulod fires ori Jr.no;,,m. ene:ir.y .:-ou~s ·:-: . ,O leap!;!rd .. 

·.9~ D+l9 : J/l3?th mfent:ry CA vcs postponed .. 

20., • 20; Eff ctiv,e 19 :F12;'bru.;;iry 971 Doore.tic Dewy C y<m II ;:-.5 re­
dasign.:. ted Operu ion L,:, , San · ·. 9 to be lioncof'c J;"th rcl'ti.rn:.c~ to l!s a ·on. 
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... • 1-.,, t,JD- i!]3· .. f . I . 
~ - ..... _ - .. ' ~~J~~lJ' lll-f~ ~ -- Jr . _ , _ . 
it D+2l1 ·. - M,tf . "~" p,! v-;, '. ra.2,1 ~ conducted. rtillery ·r .-lds _ 

f:rom Elliot for _ By ~WA,U,.,.,~ lO seAda.ry explos:uns were observed 
during' the cond. ct of the mlssr an .• -- o · wes rece'1ved th:~t on,e hot t!:Oel (noOl!l} 
wouJ.d be ev.dlable · on the oon,tinuJ.~g basi.s ... This gree.tly 0 dsed troop morflle. - "'· 

22. D+22: As e: re-sult of<--e miss,i on· fired ey B 1/82 the observer reported 
three bunkers clestroyed at1d 7 se,c®dary o·xplosions A rnq -at to r-a,tc".in B, 5/4 
in, the V£>.ndergrlft aree " s ~uiDi tbld bec.£i:U:sa of the high ddly e,xpen(ii ture r ,e:te. 
15 tuces were e~endi n,g rounds, at the r ate of 1500 l'Olln.CS d.e.ily. 

23 , Dt2J: Cgnf'irmed l'a,sul ts o~ missions fired by A and B 1/82 ~nd 1l 5/4 
f rQil. 2100, :U Feb t o 0730., 22 Fe b wr.e 6 ; I BA; 6 smell enn.s captured., ResUlt a 
of miseion ti:rad from 22ll20' Feb to 22114, Fsb by A and :El 1/82 destroyed 2 b.mkers 
l hut_. n:1.mierous bunkers c,e.mc:.gad. 

24. D+24: p· i:is · ori f ired by A l/8.2 A.rty ce.usea t ,otO:l destruc t· on of one 
62r.lm mor ... r ~th direct hit. fiis,ri ,on fired by A {lnci ll l/82 resulted in 5 KEA., all 
10onfimed.,· B 5/4 conducted an c:rtill ery· r~d~ vibiui ty FS,E Elliott. 

25. Dt25; 

26. D+26: 

27 D+:27: 

28~ Dt28;, 

B 5/4 eendu.0tod an :-:.r tilloey raia.. Ona se.candary explosim observe-d 

B 5/4 conduet:,c1 en ertllleey rnid, vicinity :"tl!IBlli tt. 

.B 5/4 conducti:'.ld tI1 ~.rtillecy raid,, viciniey- FSB .Elliott. 

B 5/ 4 ,con ot-cd r-n c.rt llery r Q!d9 ncinl ty ,s;a Elli tt. 

29 . n+29 rsa \1'ender,g,rif'.., t ook two rockets at 175;, hOI.U's ,. Neg ti\"e pcr!.Qrl.JJ.el 
end oquipment, loss. B 5/4 releei.~ed from e.t ,tecblrant to 1/82 effective 100 hours 

,O,. D+JOi 1lle Battalion Signtl Offica:r .repor ted fl voice vi.th ary sli ht 
oriental ec,cent celling y Vi lle st tiai , using :call signs ou ... c,f ths a.n~r;r 
and Febrt1ery "' I but using the I·,arch frequency. Later the voice i.. .:s I!!O!'e polished 

nd coU:ld. ra~dLy ·D~s5 for ,en Am rlcQD tEllk.ing. The enll wes ignor ,_ all 
?.ticaa ccncel'lJed.- a the 11:Ilitatiw ,deception -w,n detected i-®9diate l :i.r. It w.:::s 

learned fi..i"ten r ep;orting this to higher he td uarters tha th.e·1:v,aice heard ,: !" :S th~ · of 
n J apa!!l.ese shor t w .ve opera. to -. 

311 Di-31: No unu.saal events. 

)2, D+.'.32: E,ff'ec t i v,e ·031300 •·•ro.rch 7l, l/5 ~ch.mi zed Dh"isioo ::-n cl.1 uni ts 
att ... chcd ~re und.et" ep-can of' the 101st iJ.rborno Division (Lnbl) . The br..tt r..Uon w.s 
~ai~ d· tha c.· aion of IlS of nttlO\Ncr .olo!lCfflts, ,of 1/5, Mco.h Div1 

». D+.J.'.h No- unusual ev...,n s other then coa0rdin(!Jti o11 of r eports required 
ti::• 101 A.mbl iv,, t this, point, theI'ie '-'&S A :r.iejor c ~nga i n erti c.ry orgmi -
r. ti _ ., Div Arty i ec nd t h .,t l/82 Ar y (-} b·G S/ il.. 2/319th Ar y Lo . g r ~ -ge 
pltms ·nc :uded ,covering; the Ca Lu. - Collier t:.r,~os_ wi _h ~r '."'11 ry vic~.ni t/ ItSB S.:;,rge • . 
or FS Carr 111 thus re eas:1n,g B ry S(-} <! t. S e;ipa .:"'.i1.c, ci. .dng r.r - l/82 e C-2 .• 
1+,.o f ollo,\dng l!l8s e ge.s is !cl t .. o;-ti?r of publishi ng in its, e~1tirGty. ?ha 100asa'-e 
WE"-S from CO, 5/ 4 ~ ty t - C · 1/ 82 Arty ~.nd wes es f · 11ows: 

1 ·'.a· Den ( CG, 1/5 1.i ch 1,,) spoke highly of your ,suppor t to TF l/?7, 4/J 
In.f .:,,.i, a. 3/lS-7. He s ie 70. enjoyed ooing .:i d.i.rect s.uppor md t and wouJ.e: rat her 
s,t- y S '1am go bc:.ek to the eBB :Y li.1'e o~ G.3 artillory. 1 fully egrea e.nd rec endr: · ., 
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) 34. D+34: 0 unusuel ev!9:n ts, - ., 
35. D+35= 

-.-

tmUsUcl events-; 0 

3 / J6 t4-36i Btry C 1/82 1.rty i-.1oved1 ~ directed,, fro ~2 to ,11.ci."li t ,y 
ot· ,Kb.G Senh by ro,d and· UpOll••,e,r,rivd c.t _new locatian.. beclllt:S op-con to 5/L .Arty •. 

. ' 3:7. D+J,7: Through .Dtl.? HH.61 A.,, nnd .B l/82 perfor.tod nor.n,al unit ope:r 'ti0!1a .. 
A BD.61. B 1/82 continued to provide :fires in general support of v1crious 1:n.f'entry 
inclill" si Oll s .and' -.s s e.ul ts, h o,rei·e r, none of :me,j or signi.fic ance I tr a.1111:ier.lt'ift received 
JI rocke.:bs, on 101;.oo ~ ·~r 71 teking the, lif:e of an.e HHB enlisted tnsn who •a.a as­
sisting· in o •tain" , g a s:bol report, lfo other per.s.on,,,el or ,equipn:ent loss occurred 
du.ring this :'.!ttack. 

38. D+48: Intel reports i.n ·_c .e:te · high thres t o-.: enemy rocket .e; t :'"nck 
M V._m,drJrg:rift ., 00, l/82 Arty requested. of co, 5/4 .Art1 ei.11 possible e,.ssistenco 
··n. f i .n.g counter roekot program .rom - 912200 ·_ r to 202000 Me;rch. ll susp o,t 
gri s ware plac.ed on permenent :sheets and cle red .f.or "iring., An tlI' observer 
t.i!C!B t be on, ste.tion 't.llrougbou· the days during this pericn. · 

.39 . D-1-49: A woulci be s ?per attempting· to :infiltrate the perimo te ;:- was 
in.ston.tly k lled 1-m.en. a. cls,.'Vl:nOre'. Edno wc? s -deto.n,eted a fe.,-,., feet f ·roJJ. Mm. 

' 

40. Dt50: An enemy s&ppe·r , ttaok was unsuc:cessM., ~n of the b talion 
.killetl. t vo, ~d \tcrunded a tr>.ird ~-t--acKer a.tteL1,Jting to breach the pcril'!nter wire. 
So,lf .. illl,l.,lzj.nati&l fired ~ - A end l3 Btry w-.s exoe lent, a s light was proVided around 
the en ire peri ·!Elter precisel1 uhere it -was .needed , 

41 . D+Sl: l.t. mission fired by B ry en a enve· entrcnce crc~_ts tl e b ttery 
\Ii· 2 K - !.s .d. J _ ~tge sec nd n:-y explosion ccco:mpt1n · e 't:zy' ~ gre ~ t amow_ t f yellow 
s11..oke co:m:r.g; f roii'. the 2raa f r.ho er: e. 

42. Dt52 t ':.l'!le ib!l.tte ·1 n w ;s e,lsrtad of pl ens to coosolidete Btry B i 
posi ti~1 r1c.:...?1i tJ Khe Senh. JJ.r .movemnt (Sheppel"d ·pl toan) -to ew posi ticn 
.:nd r o-.dning Glel'iJln t ,£',nd ,equipr.tt3n t Vie. convoy 24 i-tirch 71. Van et"gri_ t took'~ 
:rockets: a: - l 40 hdlll's, ~eg~ti·,;e ersonnel @d equipment loss·., 

li.3 . D+53; B, 1/82 o \,;d O· viei.ni y Khe Sahn and wns op-eon 5/4 Arty. 

44. D+ 54: lfo tmusutl e v n ts. 

45, Dt55•: V .. :nde,rg:rift, r ccoivod 12 rockets rt o _ o:id.r.:i.:tely 16,3 h -- ·s. 
' eg t1 ve pE!rsonnel and e:iuipJrr:: t losaes • 

47., D+57i Vendergri.1' rec · ived 18 rockets t t 0730 hours , Q:i. - kot 1" d. d 
n ~ J.SP povdrJir b.mker., ihe ,explosion ,eoused .::,, pr-1lot of 8, ~ch · r o ·cctilcs, in 

r-.n -.dj ".O on t ~or, to bo thro \oil n to the Burr·aunding .--.r ·: r ., nw sh oek wr-,,u, ere ll ted 
bY tllt1i, xpl -sion 1 ur.a, of aueh f "Jr o th, t eave rtl pars~ · ol in · O k-. -~ .lion Wt3N 

knock-e:a o f their ft':Qt. Sever 1 entai and rigged showers reeeiwd :minor d.e:mege. 



48·. D+-58: Btry .13 rejoined the°' ~t.tillon ,!It Vandergrii't .moving · ""r'o vicinity 
Kbe 3,1,l'lih by i'CEJ.d. 'Ille unit :~ s c.,;nbushed ~ou~ r ncl .suf fered l MI C1 cl 7 WI.A 'W1. th 
exten dve eqm p!llen t 'CJ amege· in one howitzer soc ti on. 

52, D+-62: Btry rej oined the b,,.., t to,ll 
Vici · ty r'."Jle sP.,,m, by road .• 

53, D+6.J: ·o mu.sud wnts 

·;~· o+,64.:, No unusual •GV8ll ts:. 

55., Dt65; o m.i.usuel events .• 

- l 1 S6i D+66: o unµiauol even ts ~th .. tba exception of ,a tromn.dous ,_trr - a climb 
~s the personnel of the bz. _talion an tici pa±Gd movement beck to their h ame be ae 
n ' 23d Infantey- D:1:vision •. 

\ ,'.. 57.. Dt67: 'Ihe batt alion departed FSB - andergrif't ~t 1330 .hours i:'nd mo . - cl. 
·to Do:1-2: ll were: they aw ·· tad find orders to :move out for Chu Ls.i .. 

58. D+-68= At 0800 houra the bat · al.ion onca again tcok its piece i.n the 
r (.'.nks or the 23d Infantry Divisi,on ,es it proceeded by· ro.~d _,or Chu 4-1 end vicini.ty,, 

; . :-.ec ., . i tuletion 

/l..1UU 8D . SE, V ;,.J.DERGRIF'l' 0~ JO J 

DE? R.?E.O fSE! v·_;,1 DER . IF 1400 S npr 

Bdte,..c..i TottJl Expenditures 

7' ,124 Total RoW'lds 
2, 486 Total ?id.ssians 
j:4.6 .Avg J•.1.L ... sion Per deY 

Bs t ti ", on ~ ~~-pend i tures by Pro· e c t :lea 
HE -~ ILL IC ._ 

68,661 3,898 ,2:, 786 579 

Avg 13 guns firing each ,day 

Avg 1119 r c,unds exo en~ ed e c.h d a':l 
~ 
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69 - o, e1 Days 



DA 
Feb 6 
Feb lQI 
Feb 11 
Feb 14 
Feb l4 
Feb 28 
&r· 10 

r 23 
• -_r 26 
Mar 28 

Tii::.. 
l.,400 
1745 
1900 ' 
10,'30 
1900 
175:5 
1300 
17/40 
162-0 
074:5 

OCKETS 
24, 
27 
a 
1 
e 
2 

31 
9 

12 
lS 

.--
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