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, DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
18T BATTALION (155MM4/8INCH) 82D FIELD ARTILIERY
- 230 INFANTRY DIVISION
APQ San Francisco 96374

e e

AVDF-ATFO 31 December 1570
SUBJECT: Recommendstion for Award of the Meritorious Unit Commendstion

THRU; Commanding Officer
23D Infentry Division Artillery
APO San Francisco 96374

T0: Commanding Ceneral
23D Infantry Division
£PQ Sen Francisco 96374

1, Under the provisions of psragrsph 203, AR 672-5-1, recommend that the

1st Battaelion, 82d Artillery be awsrded the Meritorious Unit Commendstion

for actlons during t e period 1 August 1968 to 31 December 1970 in the Republic
of Vietnam,

2. Upon arrival in the Republic of Vietnam on 24 July 1968, the unit wes
aselgnaed the mission of providing genersl support artillery fireg in support
of the 23d Infentry Division end reinforcing the fires of the 1st Battglion,
Lith Artillery and 6th Battalion, 11th Artillery, The unit's reputation for
delivering safe, cccurate, ond timely fire support was quickly established
and is knownto all free world forces opersting in the Southern I Corps
Tactical Zone, Working long end arduous hours, the men of the batteries
fired thousands of rounds of grtillery under the most sdverse conditions of
terroin gnd weather to defegt the ememy in every encounter. The battalion's
ajgressive attitude coupled with constent gpplication of artillery axioms
wers ingtrumentel in effecting the success of eleven rajor coubat operstions,
Indeed, on the opening day of Operation RUSSELL BE£CH/BOLD MARINZR 211 direct
support artillery wes unable to estcblish a firing posture due to wnbelievably
adversc wepther conditions, The mdium and heavy artillery of this unit
regcted to the demsnding situsrtion in 2 flsiless menner e=nd provided total
artillery support during thst cruciel phase of the highly successful rulti-
nation, multi-service operation, The phenoienal accurcey of this conbat
support was fully realized when 8" fires were required within 150 seters of
friendly elements, Firing over ten miles, even the slightest error would be
fotol to personnsl and certcinly affect the suceczs of the combet operetion,
ring operation ELK CANYUl T elerents of thi: boi-ulion operating in Khem Duc
in o gencrel support-reinforcing role displzyed tne clertness and quick reaction
cheraeteristic of this outstonding sriillery unit, In the early morning bours
of 5 August 1970 under a socnless sky our positica reported receiving small
arms ond mortar fire, Under the centinuing worter fire, seppers, clad in
shorts, with bodies blockened, brosched the artillery perimeter wire. The
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AUECTe Tesks Performed 31 DIecember 1970

'?f The 15T 3ATTALION, 820 ARTILLERY waes notivated nt Ft. Lewis, Washington
p on 10 Jenunry 1?55 by DA message 838618, datod 3 Ootobar 1967. 3Iasic unid

treininz begrm in February 1968. The battelion arrived in Chu Lai, Republio
of Victnem durine the pariod 24-28 July 1968 ~fter hoving gone from a none-
existont status to = comdst roady status, completely processeé for overseas
movezneht in 136 doayss

Throe of tho firing betterios were assizned within the Chu Lai TLOR with
Battery 4 (15%M) cccupying ¥ill 54 (BT 396 1 on 5 August, Sattery D (155111)
moving into 12 Gator (3 1 on uEZuste On B August, Dattery C
(1551%) beesme operntional in the Due Pho fxen of Operations with four howitzers
st 12 Liz (35 757 432) and two howitzers at 1Z Thunder (DS 869 %18), Hond-
quartors, Hondquarters and Sorvieo Sattory cetnd rngo orp at Li
Furrisrna (DT 533 036). Thus the 15T BATTALION, 82D ARTILLERY hed booome fully -
operationsl in the Ropublic of Vietnen on 8 lugust 19668. The battalicn wnd
awloyed along hicghway (L) 1 in tho Chu Led fror of Oporntions, oxecpt Irttory
C which wns OPCON 4o the 6th Dattalion, 1lth irtillery in the 1ith Infantry
Prigade Arven of Operations. A1l moves %o fire support bascs were by rood mnd
poourred without incidont.

411 firing betterics displaycd mmusuel skill and indtiative in quickly oon=
structing oxcellent firc support facilitics. Duophesis wrs planced in tho area of
firc boso scourity =nd on highly innginetive defensc notworks designed to protoct
the brttelion's perscmmel and cquipment. Those construction offorts esuplod
with systcnatic dofonse plens md druntloas porsonnel woro sodn to show thoir
wor+h in rborting sgpressive cmony sapper attacks on #11 firing batiterics.
Similteneously, headguarters porsonncl were applying their offorts towrxds
dovelopnent of n complote battnlien brso aron to insuro tho most comprehoensive
eooramicntions, legisties, mad maintensnce support possible would b provided
to subordinetc climonts.

To sugnent the counter-rocket onpability of Chu Lai Jasc, Bnttory L IO~
locnted = pletoon of howitzors at LZ Fat City (BT 439 075) {sco 7.3 3) on 12
surusts a8 two hetteries were already split firing wits, stringent read bock
control mosgurcs were initinted to preclude the firing of erroncous dnta
poseitly trrmaposed through rrdio relaye

Tully oware of the masocptibidity and lack of tesmiork thet erc ususlly
sssocisted with largs clencnts that hnve nover tasted combat, the Viot Cong
haldturlly stece full secle attncks ogainst now units, Tho cnomy, of coursc,
wnits soveral wecks until the spprohension ard rolsted high roadincss posturd
kave disappoarcd. On 23 lugust tho Viet Cong found out thet tho poracverneo
md conbat officionoy of tho 187 FATTALION, 820 ARTILLLRY nover Al sonmontae.
Strring £ savege oarly norning aapper/mort T attock on L2 Dostic, the agrrosaive
oneny forco-merely scrved Aas A catelyst for meny velorous nets that woro oome
nonplace 4An the dofonso of tho fire base snd tho subscquent rout of the onece
dotornined foe. 4 oweop of the firc basc and ndjacent norimoter sree reverled
fourteon eneny bodics snd countless Wipod trails. Seoversl woapone, to include
one 1isht nechine gun, twe AK-4T riflos, end two PG leunchers worc captured
~long with vorious demolitiom mptoriclBe Four neobers of Battery D wexa
rwerend the Gronge Star with "V mnd one received the Jrmy Commondetion Lodol
with " for distinguishing themeclves in ocmbet during the five hour sioge. The
unit sustrincd ne persamel or ogquipment losscs during the hostile attnck,
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On 22 September, Lettery & ot H11 54, cnd Batterics B end D ot 1%Zs Gater
wnd Dottic, roepectively, were torgets for & coordincted serics of sirulteneous
attzcks, In 2ll instonees the tenceious ertillerymsn repelled the viclent
attecls whilo siiultcnegusly suprorting adjeccnot fire bascs with deedly ertillery
fira,

Fros 3-24 Ssptorber tho 11th Infentry Brigede depleyed its foreccs for
Opcrotion CHAMPAGIL CELVED with thrue U3 bpttrlicns snd three SRVE battclions to
toke pressure off the besieged Hn Thanh Specicl Forees Comp., The officers and
won of the 13T BATTAZLION, 82D ARTILIERY goon beeome ewcre of the highly complex
cid duiunding sirvebilo oporgtien cnd the inherent problems essocicted with
deployzent to o forword landing zone to support combet operctions in retote
areas, Llthough they hed rectived no previous airmebile training, on 11 Sept-
eub.r, Bottery B conductsd o highly successful eerisl move to LZ Chevy (ES L228
74) (sac TiB C) gz they pleced four howltzsrs on sn isolated mountoin top.
Althoush’ sdverss torrain and woathor conditions were prevelent, zoalous ¢fforts
by firing bettery perscnnol were pleinly evident as they sirultmncously con-
structed firing bettery =nd srmmition storage facilitiss whilo glving unpar-
relloled fire support. The cxtroordinery cccursey and punctuelity of Bettery B
fircs grestly comtributed te thu: gllied effort ond exploitation of the cnce
trenchent foo. Ths battery rotummed to LZ Gotor upon restorction of free world
contrel in th Ha Thanh area,

Cperction LOGM FIELD was conducted from 7-12 October as the 1st Bettelian,
20th Infantry =oved into the Betongen Peningula, JAs the firc coprbility of the
13T BLITLLION, 820 ARTILIERY pirecdy included tho entire Batengmn srec, it wes
mnecessery to displace to provide genersl support fires for this coubet opere-
ticn, On 13 October, Bpttery B moved two 155001 howltszors by rocd to LZ Dottie
(sco TiB D) to provide Queng Ngei Provinec/2d ARVN Division hondgusricrs ond
Binh S-n rnd Son Tinh District decdguerters illuminstion support,

On 25 Octobur, Oporction VERNON LaKE I comenced with the 4th Battcliom,
3pd Infentry ond the 3rd Battolion, lst Infentry opercting in the Son Ve
Velloy., On 28 October the 1st Squadrem, lst Cavelry roved dinto the eroc of
spercticns to conplete tha task force, To gup-ort this corbet operation,
Bottery B roved four howitzers to Hill 10 (BS 583 J22) (see T¢B L), 411
four howitzers roturned o LZ Getor on 1 November upon successful corpleticn

af 211 ecorbat objoetives.

During Oporction VERRNON LALE IT (2 Novesber 1968-22 fpril 1969}, ths
187 BLTTALION, 82D ARTILLERY provided gonerel support fires for the 1lth
Infzntry Brigede,end reinféreing the fires .of the 6th Bottalion, 11th Artillery,: To
accomplish. the tisslon it wes neccascry to relocrte two howdtzers froin Bottary
L =t Bill 54 to LZ Cork (BS 448 612) {see TiB F). On 2 Hevarber, Bettory «
comductcd its first serinl displecoment in on extreiply cfficient froner ond
without ireident, Tho platoon wes cttached to Ecttury G, which rempined further
cttoched to the 6th Battalion, 11th Artillery,

It came dimodistoly spperent thet the epc o J .ud tho presenco of the
artilloryren who werz to support their forced rvurol fro~ suppiy routes, training,
end staging area in the heretofeore undispmted Viev Jong scpotuary, o8 the first
and thind rdght of the occupation of LI Cork wure intormapted by intense morter
ot cks. The snterprising revbers of the 15T BaTT.LIOH, #2D FIELD ARTILLERY,
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;ffhauevar, had been eonstructing an oxcellent firing battery facility to include

protoctive bunkers and fighting positions, in addition 1o nroviding natchless

artillery sumport for the geound zeining ams. The Viet Cons soon reelized
the morter atiéncks wore producing no casusliies or equipment donnpe ond there-
fora did not justify the large cmmundiion sxponditurcs, equipmont, persomnel
and arrnd tion lossef inflicted by tho supcriative countor-morinT fires froo
Apttory A. Future sttocke wore linmdted to renéom kheraseing rounds, nnd thon
with oxtended poriods of nen-cmbact botwson incidenbs.

i

Mo wnusually hish (1,900 foet) firlng lacation nt L2 Cork ennbinod with

the surrsunding nounteinous terrain featurcs aflded nany cormlexitics i the
alrendy invelved gumnery problem. HNuncrous intemodiate cresis prsed 2
ormsinunl thrast t~ tho neernplishuent of the mission and tho aafoty of frimdly

alenonis. A cgroful snolysis of oach target was accomplished o iasurs AppIo=

chirde Wik
eriste artiillory suppoTt was provided to the oancuver clenonts whilo guprrnteeing
their ermulete snfotye The high altitude of tho 1% plan eontributed to woather
syeblons ag £ag would eften reduce visibility to the point whore st-mdard aldng
prst ligkting devices were ineffeotive. 4 thorough kmowledse of field extillizy
prineiples e~upled with a profsund senso of dovotirm te duty led aonbors of ©
plntnrn on 12 Gark to develap en officiont ficld expediont aining posv refcrance
tochnigue that reduced non-operatisnal tizo oo mn abs~lute mininum. Husersus
sinilar expmnleos of initiative conbined with highly innginativo rnaoth~ta of niteck
sucooodsd in fully onbrrrasaing the onony and diroetly entributed > his suh-

sogquent defoat within the VERFON LA¥E XTI Aven of Operations.

5
8 aher

Turing the omely nerming heurs ~f 17 Novembor, the Viet Cong steger o SaypoT
nttrck npningt Baitcmy 4 ot Hill 54. The reloniloss foo quickly Lreasched tho
infantry perinetor, gencranting the nccossity for iho introplid ermnoncers o
rorol the persistont cncny from their howitezor pite. Thiz inimitablo display
~f porsoverones rircetly resulied in the ropulsion of the fierce attack. DAHLOLY

e
4 sufforad n~ porsemmel »r najtr oguipnent loesus during the bnttlo.

Tn previde additicnal eonbat support within the VONMOF L-¥® IL Arco of
Croriticng, Bathcsy € deployed two howitzers feo LA Snoopy (35 705 610) (seo
Ik by . 1 - ‘ 1 3 faz = e
T 3) Am 1 Docorinan. The plate~n thom peved o LE Dragen B3 727 BCC
44 EY cn 8 Desomber, whore they continwed - pEovaaco suporisative supporting

fipas frr 11th Infaniry Brisnde nenouver clomcnts.

tr 1% Docember, Battory i moved foure 1550 howlizers by rred tn LZ Ross
(30 028 221), where thoy wore furthor coplayud By rdr te LB S~rncr (LT 869
%59) -n 14 Doconbor. Tho 196th Infaniry Brignde bogmn Oporation FaXoTis CAEYOYE
with fattery a(-) being nttached to the 3o Aoptinliom, 824 artililery.

It is eimificont to note that ot this prindg, the battoliom wes oporating
in ~ wnique situation that is= soldnm cxporicneod by a fielrn artillery battolion.
Tha battalisn was ampleycd throusheut the entiro 234 Infantry Division .rea o
Oporntine (eoe TAB I), providing roorless ertillory support I-r all threc Infon-
vy Srigades. Ninc firing pesiticns were sinultrmanusly ~coupicd, with Bottory C
nt T2 Muncoer ~md Battery 4 at LI Shcnor boing soparnted by 144,000 netors. Hamy
cenplox erriandenticns and 1amistrenTrablons woro fencrated by the extrene
enrpnticn ~f firing clonents, howevern, these porplexitics worc srroptly sslvec
wvith the seluti-ns being ree~rded for future reforoneca shruld other batiali ns

ke reouwiraed £~ doplay 87 axtonsivelys

—— am e T T R L e LT — - =t
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Operation FAYETTE CafYON obizgtives were to sceclerate conthat operptions
in the arco north-end northe: st of Hep Due ond tp destroy VG Yain Foree/NVA
wits opercting in the area, At 1600 hours on 15 Decerber, maneuver slcrents
supccaded in esteblishing hesvy contoet with a large sizs enaly foree, The two
plotoons firad 245 rounds of artillery at the dagzled fos as their cxcecedingly _
securcte ond timely fires sccountod for ninoteen confirmed cnely degths, Firing |
on suspected morter location et 2100 hours, 18 Decezber, Batlery 4, expending '
157 rounds, detonated seventeen secondary oxplosicns on tho lucrpative terget.
During tho pericd 19-21 Decunber, elements of the 24 Battolion, lst Infotry
end 4th Battalion, 3rd Infentry conducting secreh ond clzar operations,
discoverce no less then 101 HVA thet hed been killed by artillery during
provious preperations,

fdjusting to the chenging VERNON LaKE II tecticrl siturtion, the twe
Bettory O howitzer scctions st LZ Drogon roturned to LZ Sncopy (see TRB J)
on 18 Deeorber, Accomplishing their fourth move that ronth, the plotomm re-
turncd to L2 Lig on Chrigtmas Day.

Upon oecorplishrent of all FAYETTE CANYON objectives, the meibers of
Bottory A destroyed o1l freilitivs on the mountainous lending zone end evocuted
ts L2 Ross on 31 Decomber. Hoving received eredit for excellent infliction of
bettle d-mege, to include, 61 confirmed kills and 21 sccondary oxplosions during
ths twe wock operotion, Battery 4 rosd merehed from L2 Ross to Hill 54 on Hew
Tear's Doy, At Hill 54, they relieved the platoon of Bottery B which subsz-
gquently returned to LZ Gotor,

0n 2 Jonusry 1969, two howitzsrs: from Bottery C wre deployed to the
VERNOS LiKE IT fwes of Oporsticns, The platéonoccupled 2,820 frot, Lending
Zone Ly (B3 473 527) (sce TAB K), Operotions fin this unusuglly high ¢ltitude
vViToniont would prove only te be ancthcr chnllenge thot would cllew the 1st
BLTTILICH, 82D ABTILIZRY to ¢istinguish itsslf in corbat, '

On & Jenunry 1969, Bottory & vecated HAll 54 end relocated ot LZ Fot CGity.

Thars, they were joined by two 8" self-prepelled howitzers of Battory D thet
hed baon deployed to provide heevy ertillery support for the northomu portion

of th, Chu Lei aren of Oporotiens (sce TAB L), Thisg mnrked the first time thet
211 bettorics were simultenecusly cperating from two or rore fire suprort bases.

Operption HUSSELL BEACH/EOLD MARINER correnced in Jemuary under the
control ~f Tesk Force Cocksey. A4 USMC Speeinl Lending Force, the 198th Infentiry
Brigede, rnd oleients of the 2d ARVN Divisicn perticipeted in the joint operetion,
Initially, the 1ST BAUTALICN, 820 ARTILLERY reinforesd +the 1st Bottelion, 14th
irtillery froa cne location, with four howitgers froz Bottery B (1558) end two
Battery D,. 8" sclf-propelled howitzers providing suprorting fires frov LZ Dotide,
The dircet support slersnts of the lst Bottnlion, l4th Artillery were cirlifted to
L4 Scuth (83 6) the first corning of operstions in extrermely odverse wenther
Tms., Congoguently thoy werc unmeile to assui® o firing posture ps dife-

ficulticg were cxperienced in sstrblishing survey eontrol in the hepvy rein
cnd resultant loss of visib3lity, JAs the arec of operctions eontrined mony
spiderholes end tunnel complexes; %he ground commonders chose to begin the
cofivat opergtion in inclement wenther to fully eupicit the enemy who would be-
denied 4he usg oftheir flooded facilitles, Although the ensmy hed ingtructions
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evoid contact, the flooded terrsin coupled with an gffaetive cordon produced
heavy contact with & determined ememy, As e resulf of the inability of all eir
1ifted ertillery to emplace, the six howitzers en LZ Dottiea were providing the
entire srtillsry support for the ground grining erms. Heving assumed the im-
prouptu direct support mission, the ertilleryumen of the 18T EATTALICH, 82D
ARTILLLHY gquiekly renlized ths requiremsnts of dircct support artillery end
were ¢emtinuslly shifting their medium snd neavy ertillsry pieces in support
of tacticel emergencies. During the period of hoaviest contect the battery
firad en eversge of one round cvery rifteen seconds for a period of three hours.
This, of couras, iz no smll feat even when not firing 100 or 200 pound pro-
jectiles in pdverse firing conditions eeuged by thick md end driving roins.
Evary infentrywen on the bettlefield wes totally eware of the phoncmonel ac-
careey of the artillery supsort they wers receliving =s on several occosdbniis
Mpe wes exllod Por ond delivarsd within 150 mters of fricndlies with 8" nnd
75 neters with 155MM support. The cxemplery artdllery surport provided bty
clomente of the 15T BLGTALTUN, 820 ARTILIERY sllowed frec world forecs to keep
tae inistive while sustaining minimm casuslties during this eriticel phese of
the cowbrt onerition, Direet support srtillery obtopined mm overctionsl status
on the second doy of the operction, Un 27 Jpnuary, one platoon of Battory B
howitzers was 1ifted forward to LZ South (see TAB 1) to rdd o medium ertillery
copcbility ps the operction progressed out of the LZ Dottio-155M renge copebility.

(n 5 Februcry, the two Bpttery B howltzers ct Li South returned ic their
bnttery bree comp ot LZ Gator, This wes the first of three moves thet would
ba cccomplished by the battelion during the week 5 through 11 Februrry. The
Bottery G platoon et L2 Amy wes relensed from tho VEii N LaLE II Areec of Opera-
ticns on 7 February end siflifted to LZ Liz. Four deys loter; Batlery B, lesis
the pletocn ot LZ Dottie, which continuad %o support Uperstion AUSSELL BEACH/
EOLU tAWULR gnd provide illumineticn for province and distriet hordquirtets
daprted from LZ Grtor rnd roed merched to Lo Snoopy (B3 705 610) (sce TAB Hj
where they estcblished their bottery bose orie, At their new locction, Bottery
B would support operntions in the Song Ve Valley end Duc Fho Arep of Operstions.

A% 0117 hours on 23 February, enemy foress launched o coordinated serics
of ottocks throughout the Fopublic of Vielmam, Within the 230 Infrntry Divi-
gion Arec of Operctions, ¢11 sttecks were charactoTized by extensive empley-
mnt of indircet fire wespons sgrinst 08 'snd HVN instslletions, Ground probes
wiTe Toccived ot sewerel loesntions, Severcl lending zones pecupied by elements
of tho 151 bATTALION, 82D ARIILLixY were victims of this initlel phrse of the
Sngt_Tot ~ffensive, Lz Geter recoived over sixby rounds of morter fire, sever=
el 10T rocketa, wnd en cttempted soppor atteck. Lending Zonos Gork nnd Dote
tio opch receivad over Pty incoring morter rounds, secomprniad oy intense
rocket-propelled grensde gnd sutcmatic wiopons fire, The brttrlien suffered
no pursonngl lesses during the cttocka., The foet thet nll bettalion units had
gucesssfully repelled the fierce sttocks wos certcinly impressive, howewr,

e oyen oore rererkeble secomplishisnt wes reeognized upon -reviey of the BN
night's firing records, &lthough undsr ctbeok thomsylvos, rnd in cdditiem %o
firirg their own dircet fire, counter-morter, ord szlf-illusin-ticn defensive

Pirca, the officers cnd men of the 18T BATTIALTON, 82D adTILLERY comuted,
chuckod, cnd fired no less then thrag nandred indepsndent fire missiong in
guppnrt of besioged fres world forees, 411 those supporting fires being
srovided in a mere three hour period.
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evoid contact, the flooded terrsin coupled with en effective cordon preduced
heavy centoct with & detsrmined ememy. 4s @ regult of the inabllity of all eir
1ifted ertillery to emplace, the six howitezsrs on LZ Dottie were providing the
entire rrtillery support for the ground geining erms. Heving agsumed the im-
prouptu direct support mission, the ertilleryuwen of the 18T EATTALICH, 82D
ARTILLLKY gquieckly renlized ths roquiremsnis of dircet support srtillery end
were comtinuelly shifting their medium end nesvy ertillary pieces in support
of tacticel emergencies. During the period of hosviest contect the battery
fipad en sveroge of one round every fifteen seconds for a period of thrwe hours.
This, of eogurse, iz no smll feat even when not firing 100 or 200 pound pro-
jectiles in sdverse firing cenditions epused by thick md end driving roins.
Evary infontrynmen on the battlefield wes totally sewnmre of the phoncmenel ac-
curcey of the artillery supsort they were receiving =s on several oec ns&bnils
fire wes eaxllad for ond delivercd within 150 mters of fricndlies with 8" nand
75 nctors with 155MM support. The cxemplory artillery support provided by
clemnts of the 15T BLATALIUN, 820 ARTILIERY gllowed frec world foress to keep
ths indstive while sustaining minimum cesuslties during this eriticsl phese of
the eoubet onerition, Direct support srtillery obtained o operstionpl status
on the sceond dpy of the operctisn, On 27 Jenuary, one platoon af Battory B
howitzers was lifted forward to LZ South (see TAB 1) to ndd a medium arkil lery
copobility es the operction progressed out of the LZ Dottie-155M1 remge capsbility,

(n 5 Februcry, the two Bottery B howitzers ct Li South roturned i their
botiery bese cump ab LZ Gator, This wes the first of three moves thet weuld
ba cccomplished by the battelion during the weelk 5 through 11 Februery., The
Bottory G platoon et LE Amy wes relepsed from tho VERSN LAE II Ares of Opera-
tiocns on 7 February and sirlifted to LZ Liz., Four deys lotler, Battery B, loss
ths tletocn ot L2 Dottie, which continusd to support Uperstion RUSSELL HEACH/
S0LD p&WLLR god provide illumineticn for provines ond district hoodquiriers
doprried from LZ Gotor ond roed merchad to Lz Snoopy (BS 705 610) (sce TAB N
where they esteblished their battery brse arca, At their new locotion, Bettery

B would support operetions in the Song Ve Valley end Due Fho Arep of Operstions.

.+ (0117 hours on 23 February, encmy forezs launchod o coordinated serles
of sttocks throughout the Ropublic of Vietnam, Within tho 230 Infrntry Divi-
gion hrec of Operctions, 11 ettecks were charaeteTized by extensive emplcoy-
o0t of indirset fire wecpons fgeinst US end KVN instellotions. Ground probes
woro roccived ¢t severel locrntions., Sevarcl lsnding zones occupiod by elaments
of the 157 BaTIALTON, 82D ARIILLiaY were vietdims of this initiel phrse of the
2agt_Tot rffensive, Li Getor recoived over sixuy rounds of mortrr firo, sever-
gl 10T rockets, tnd en ctterpted soppor atteck, Londing Zenss Cork rnd Dot-
tie coch roeeived over fFty incoring morter rounds, sccompnniad by intense
rockst-propellod grenszde cnd sutcmatic wiopons fire, The bettrlien suffered
no pursonnel lrsscs during the pttocks, Tho fret thet all bettalion units had
gucessafully repelled the fierce sttrcks wos certeinly impmessive, howewer,
1 oven sore rereTkeoble aceomplishuent wes reengnizad upon ~peviey of the . 8,
night'as firing records. Although undar sttrek thomsulvos, rnd in cdditien to
firing their own dircet fire, couwnter-merteor, ond sz1f-illurdn-ticn dafensive
fires, the officers znd men of the 15T 5sllalIln, 820 ~aTILLERY computed,
chocked, snd fired no less then thrac handrod indepondent fire missions in
gupport »f begioged free world forees. 411 those supporting fires being
provided in a morc three hour pericd.
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On 12 Mereh, the Battary D plotoon ot L2 Fet City wes vedeployed to L3
liz (ssc TAE O) to prm ‘l.'J.d cAditicnal supporting fires in the defense of Duc
Pho. The amozingly sccurate +nd destructive bettory flres succeeded in destroy-
ing meny bunecrs ond eaves that prior te the crrival of the 8 howitzers, hed
gen literrily immregoable, Even massive B-52 girikes hed feiled to desiroy
these stutborn torgets. Awere thet the eoilings of these structurcs were
horvily reinforced; the Bottery L nr'.,i.]lt,r:,“ttn concentreted their fires on the
entrences ond r'cﬂil..'-.h.lj gxcellont results, On cne occasion, fires wero brought
to berT on m cove with 5 steel door. Firing at 2 renge of rver six miles, the
donr wes destroyed with ths feurth round ond au'l?sequant- fire roveged the contenis
of the storggs erece..

On 1€ dppeh, two combat orereticns cermenced within the 23d Infontry Division
I:oticrl Bres of Rﬂs—.:r-nsﬁbillty, with the 151 BATTALI.N, 820 ARTILLERY providing
fire supjort for toth seticns, The 198%h I:aan try Brigesde, cpersting with tha
fth logimont, 24 ARV Divisien ond GVM forces, initist-d Uporrtion GENEVA FARK,
The covbit I'\‘.)LI“‘UJ_I'II wos deslgm.d to locate .“nd destray VC/NVA militery umits,
iogistier] networls, snd routes of infiltretien in the 22d Infentry-2d ARV Divi-
sicn Joint Areg of L-'_..cretir:..s. 4 simultoneous preificrtion operstion would be
conductud to elimingte VG onliticrl erperotus, A relpted objective wes tz in-
eresae the offuctivencas of ARVY ond GUH frrces within the eperaticnsl zene,
Operntion IRON 1OUSTAIN h-d similer objectives except thet o recouncissrmec in
fores oporstion, designed to isolete VC/EVA forces frow their brses of populer
support wes ineluded, IRUN mUUlTaIN wes conducted by the 11lth Infontry Erigede
poroting jointly with Ath Regiment, 24 ARV Divislon ecnd GVE forecs, As the
157 ba1TELION, 82D &RTILLEAY proq of covers.e alreedy included the Gel¥SVA PARK
and Ik MOUNTAIA Operationsl Zorss, it wes umnccessary to depley firing elements
t+ orovidc reinforeing fires for tho lst Bettplion, 14th Artillery ond fth Bat-
tnlisn, 1lth Artillery, resgoctively.

L% Any wes the rocipient of ¢ punishing eneny sepper etteck during the
gorly torning hours of 1" wreh, Wisely sclecting mm evening with ne neiturel
illvmdngtion, the BVA de.-—:nlitions porgonnel initigted their assault on the is-
alotod, cno-helf mile high lending zome with viclent rockct-propelled grenndes
-ufl setehel chrrges., The cnemy wes dopending on the lack of visibility combined
with the numerous explosions to csuse c~nfusion snd sllow the grensdiers to
rooee unchellonged ‘t}"r?‘uug;u_‘tu» the ertillory cutpost., The cennonsers of Eattery
C, hawsvers, quickly rercted to the sitution snd printed their howitzers tubes
nuarly straight up to provide illuminotion to ellow adjecent 105MN howitser
secticis to fire their dundly ontl-personnel amounition ond gbort the cttack
bafore the enenmy eould inflict personnel or squiprent losscs.

On 31 wserch, the two howltsurs oper-ting on L2 Liz reverted t- Bettory D
control end returncd to LE Dottie.

Upenn cesseti-n of nporetions within the VaRJl Leld II Aren on 22 hpril,

the pletoon of Battery A howitzers on Ls Cork wes roclecscd from Settery C
cntrol end subse quently airlifted to L Gator. Thore, the scetims constructed
firing srca md assumed the missiom of pupnonting the co Llu.ur-:rrc‘mt program

in supuert of the defense of tha CThu Lei brog of Uperetions {sce T&B P).




WT THE HATIDMAL ARCHIVES

BIE(T: Teeks Forforned 31 Deceobor 1570

To support - ire Light (3-52) cxpleitation south of tho Tra Bong
Soceinl Forcos Coomp, Sattery A deployed two howitzors to La GinQE (BS ;43
685) (sce TiB Q) on 2 May., On 6 lay, the platoon moved fron ncy o

"I~ Thrmh Spocinl Forccs Comp (LZ Shirloy, B8 382 TGDE in support of
the snme gperation (sce Teb R}. A48 tho oporstion wns boing conducted in

rn 'oros beyond Battory A conmtnicntions eapnbility, Battery D at LZ Dottio
wos nssignod tho misgion of providing firo dircotion date for the platoon
dwring thc oxploitation. The ropleto profossioncl competence of the noni-
bars of the battalim's firc dircction conters wrs fully recognizod during
this operation. The firing bettory wes coumpubing dete for two Aifforont
gnlibor woopons ot three loeatioms, while the Battalion Fire Dircotiom
Contior controlled the ertillery fires of tho six separate firing positions.

The primary gosl of providing safe, accurnte, and ticely artillery
firo support for the grownd gaining arms is always attnined by battrlicon
firo diroctionsl porscnnol, To insurc the highost possible standnrds rreo
rointoined, A comprohcnsive syston of double checks i®m incorpornted into
nernel eorputation mnd procossing operations. Severcl coumter-insurgoney
Tirc dirootion tochnigues hnvo beon doveloped rnd published for cross rof-
cronce, mud a writton refroshor test wes produced for unit fire direction
perscnnels In nddition, a bottalion gumnery inspection, to inelude live
firing, is ndninistored to all firing battorios on r monthly brsis.

The cneny initinted a now offonsive bezinning 12 Hay, with Battory B
nt LZ Snoopy boing ong of tho primrxy tnrgots. A groonstnr cluster,
firod by o ¥VA Majer at 0215 hours, eigneled the stert of o fierce ground
pttrck thot wes tho initisl pheso of a ton dny siecge ngninst tho iscloted
firc support bnescs 4 borrngo of over fifty 32i2! mortrrs supported the
regrlt by agcrossive sappor squeds, who within the first fow minutes had
%5 gronadiors bresch tho porimctor. Upon terminnticn of the nortar brr-
rego, intanso rocket=propolled gronnde snd autemntie wospons fire cnsucd
ns n rescrve clomont begen to assault the l-nding zonce. Tho stendfnst de-
fenders hnd assonbled sn offoetive resction foree mnd hed killed or ropuls-
cd nll snppors that hrd originclly ponotrrtod thoir defensess Scvornl por-
gormel wore scriously woumded in the courngeous defense of the position
rren, howoveor, the perineter wee restored and held until the prrival of
mnships sone sixty ninutes lnters. Tho oarly norning sun rose to dis= |
close 37 onony dend and numorous wenpons, cguipment, snd deoclition
rmteriels senttered about tho brttle-torn arca. A subsequent sweep of thae
porinoter rovonled soveral moro wonpons nnd nuncrcus blood tralls thad
indicntod over t=omty ndditionnl cnomy had perished during the attnck.
The naxt four dnys wore charsctorizod by romdon morter atbacks throughout
tho ény ~nd nights 4t 0050 hours on 18 lny, the deternmined VC/NVA Battalion
Cochat Tonn ctogoed anothor sapper sttnok on LZ Snoopye The assailent's
nortrr support, howover, wes quickly choeked by Battory 3 counter-nortar
firc thet ravnged nt lenst ono oortar ~nd crows 3ix of tho demornlized
cnony wore captured at dnylight ns thoy tried to cserpc froa the outer wire.
The nortor nttacks continued until 21 liny, tho last dny of tho siege agninst
the londing =once The unwnvoring porscvermmec and fortitude displnycd by
tho of ficors snd mon of Battory B wore the sigmificant factors thet con-
tributed to the crosion of cnomy forecs snd supplics ond lod to his cventunl
flefont,
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Only hours ofter the offensive of 12 Mey begen it wos readily
rppareint that Tam Ky City wos one of the prineipal 2d @VA Division ob-
jectives. Mui Yon outpost (BT 248 J&9), only five kiloreters from Ten
iy itself, wis prompily overran snd occupled by corrunist forces, On
13 may, the 1lst Erigede, 10Llst Airborne Division (&ir-cbile) wes sir-
1iftcd to Tan Ky airfield to support operetions ageinst the 2d NYA
Division im the Tanm Ky ercss Upon srrivil, the brigedo was pleced under
operational control of the 23D Infentry Division gnd mssured control
of ths southern portion of tae 196tr Infrntry Erigade Operationgl Zone.
This operctionsl zone was dosigneted Ls. AR PLAIN, In gdéition to racep-
turing Fui Yon outpost, Operstion LAMAA PLAIN objectives werse to find,
fix rnd destroy VOMF/WVA Zatialions operpting In the vieinity of Zcse Area
117 cad poging a thrsat to Tam Ky City ond preiflectlon operaticns in the
lew ue frea, To provide mrneral combot support for Operation LAMAR PLEIN,
Bettery D roved two 8" howiteers from L7 Lottie to the Tar Ky sirficld on
13 Lizy (BT 305 2 (see TAB S), Setting up s hnsty fiTing position, the
crrmensnTs ifmedistely began to shower the enemy with decdly artillery
fire, Wien friendly meneuver elemsats were in position to sttampt o
seuntsrsttack on the outpost, the platoon ploced fires ot the tottom of
the fortress cad wolked their extraordinary support up the hill ¢s the in-
fentry cod eavelry followsd the devastating preparction 1o the ohjoctlve.
Routed from his dofensive positions by the overwhelningz bombardrcnt, the
enery retreated ond offersd only sporedic resistence to the sgssenlt forces.
On 30 bey, the platoon wes relieved by en 8" platocn fron Battery B, 3rd
Bettolion, 18th Artillery, end returned to LZ Dottie,

i
i
t
{

The ensiy executed a coordinsted series of morter, rocket, rnd sepper
stteeks during the eesrly worning hours of & June 1969, The ottncks wre
prim-rily confined Lo Quong ligal Frovince, with two 15T bBATTALICH, 82D
LRTILLEEY 1snding zones being nssculted, OUbserving o twelve men bVAE Sepper
Togi ooving to ~%teck positions necr their Ifire direction centsr ot LZ Lis,
rorkars of Battory C notified Conpeny B, lat Beticilon, 20th Infentry of
thg situption, who in turn dispetehed ¢ patrol to arbusii we intrders,
Plocing severnl veldcles on the edge of the innar~perireter, merbers of
Bnttsry C suddenly turned on all vehicle headlights to surprise the un-—
sususcting eneiyy snd mllow ths infrntry arbush force to place effactive
fipe on the confused fos, in the process, killing ten of the soppers. A
short time loteor, snother sgpper elerent leunched on attock on the opposlte
side of the hill, Hoving elrendy suecessfully brecched the periveter, the
ereny quickly destroyed btoth the mein genorotor pres rnd commmicoticns bunker
cnd swept to the fire direciicn cemter whore they mot the battery recctlon
force, Fighting the determined foe on a hend grenade for hend grencde bosis,
‘tha vslient ortillerymen succesded in repolling the assault widle killing two
ond eepturing one HVA soldier, OUns artillerymen gicd end twelve wers
wourded in the defonse of the fire direction centsr end the subscquent
sountarenttack, With the nssoult om L& 1z, the 406%h ¢ Vi Sepper Bottrlion
eimultonecusly stoged o Tierce attack agsinst Sattery D es LZ Dottic,

Intenss rocket—propelled grenode, rortar, ond autorstic weapons fire covered

£

the oncey assoult on the main gete of the landing zone. With the cttached
Battary B pletoon providing self-illurination, ths 8" howitzer sacilons
ploeed devasteting finsl protective heavy mechine gun fires on thz entrenze
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bariers Unsble %o -chnetrate the wrll of red tracers, tho cnomy gathered up
hig woundsd en? withdrew int~ the night, .& NTE exporicnecd heavy lessces

with 21 dend pad throe eapture’ in ndditdan ¢ sﬂ'i.'“-rr'.l rifles, rockot-propelled
sronade lmunchers, ~nd numer~us hand gronades, satchel charges, and niscolla~
nenus munitisns alan gapiurcd, Ozo Bettory D :tlllurynm lest his 1ife whon

hit by roclket.proralled mronado framontniicn.

Cn 11 Juno, Battery C wns agzain the tarpet of an eneny sapper elffort as
the 24 Ooopeny, 40th Snpper Fettalion (1Xt 90th Tnrincor Battalic on), Jrd VL

)

Diviazi-n nticckod LE Liz ot 0345 h~urs. On this ~ccasirn, the frreoful dcno-
liticns clement ddirected theoir atteck sgrinst tho btattery howit2er sectiomns.
Iniilatins tho atteck with hoavy rockei-propelled gronade fire, the cnony
ch-med ux 3~ the howitzor perapet walls, The tenaszicus dafenders wore oqual
tm the -~cepsi-a, hrwover, ss they utilized scoticn velleys of hend gronndos

e socurnss tho dotorndnced eggrosesrss Two of the onony eventuelly broachod
the- “efonsca And rrn through the firing battery ares throwing grenndes and
nichal cheroos until they weme finally killed by menbera of the hettery ro—
actlen forco, Ono of tho Swo oneny, Aisploying unususl stemine whoa hit by
gcvprl —unds nf rifle fire wes fmmd to bo six foot, five inchoes tall.

Trtel body count wos feurtecn onomy killed mnd sno cnapturcd with an assert—
mant of wespons ond oguinnont. o Bnttory C ermm-neer was killod by tho
cormmists.

Cn 20 Julys tha ?.96'7}1 Irfeniry Brignde, a Uniied Stalos lMexdno Covms
Specisl Londing Force (Betielirn Lending Teen 2- #6Y, nd the 6% "‘1 Roepinent,
24 ARV . THwisiom j:ﬁ...'.,bl"-" i:"'um*'tCl' C Ny b R | J“.;_“TIJ\..I'L..-II o 12 I.l" .:|J..J.1-'J'll ARMAT,
Tho conihnt opornBlen; dosigaod 4o rl-.-:: Ty -JL,.,.';"L urivsy climinnale the Viot
Crnz Tnfrssiructurs and Viet Cong priibenl sppoorius, and restore GVH
seqvbpdl in Phe ﬁu-“ wh oof THE 1563 acoelernied pasiilention comprlign, would

TOGOLYS sangtic anepart aetiliovy Do Troo Deasterdues B oend D an L3 Dathio.

Cn 19 Jamust, Debtery A noved ite Trur hwitscrs frenm L& Fat ity 6o
Li D+%%ia 4o zenlaca thoe two howdl bsura of 3 2attory which nevoed to 13
Stinscne Tre botdelion thuws incroesed its ¢ffeckive fire in supprrt of the
let Squadron, lst Sarelry oporating in tho NANIUCKET BELCH 40 while providing
rodufroolng Tizns w0 the 1ev batinlicom. 143k .J“"'L.Lar}a providing Alroot
suppert for the (Blavh FE5L AD (sce 143 ']} The recont terminetion of the
gacaesaful eveontion LAMGE PLAIN hnd prcoluded tho nood for our howitzors

City.

ta T Docenher, two 8 inoch howitzurs of D Battery noved te LZ IJrenco
(B3 EL.J.’ 371) in gonorel supprrt of the 1lta Exigade ad to roinlizao the
fireas »f the 6th Battelion, 11ih Artiliory {eze TAD 0.

tn 6 nnd T Jaunxy, Trocps A md B, 18t Squedrom, lat Cevrlzy rmd fwo
infrntry comanies, cormbininzg te orgsnize twe geprrnte terns, ngnged an un-
Imown s5ize cnony fores wost of Trn Ey in the wisinity ~f {c.cnt.c-r T r'u_w.as} BT
1130 rnd BT 2520. attached to thoe enwniry in this operption wore twe farwrrd
nbeorver bcens snd sn ortillery ldedson tean from the 15T BATTALION, 820 ARTIL-
LERY.  Jn amored orvalry oporatisn puts spoelal domends uprm the supporting
ertillory. The lighining fast nevenond on the battlofiocld end the largo

e T T e P
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/. of contpct required exccting coordinction betwen the crtillery ond the
ported cavelry units, ~ The liciscn end forward observers effectively coor-
finsted their firecs with close in cir suprort snd ths brsie zepeuver forne-
ticns crployed by the ground convcnders to successflly rout tho cnery from
their positions :nd defeot them, ‘ihen the vancuished foe finclly broke contact
the cxerplerily exscuted corbined rsris eng:gesont hed produced 110 ©VA killed,
20 individunl weopons tnd flve crew-served wocpons while 23d Infenbry Division
1msgos were five killed rmd 20 wounded,

in integrsl port of ths pocificntlion progrem being intensoly pursued
by the 233 Infentry Division is to trrin the soldiers cf the Republic of
Vietnam, During the period of 16-30 Jenuery the 18T ZaTTALION, 82D ARTIL-
LAY popdueted » FADAC Operztor Course for five perscnnel from the 2D ARV
Division 4r+illory,- On 1 Februery, the bottelion partieipated in the 2D
AT Tnfontry Division Orgenizetion Doy by displeying o FADEC in wang Hegal.
The JoWl soidiers frained in our bettalion fire dirsction center opersted
the cquiprent on disploy.

On 28 Fubrusry, Bettory & conductod -on edministrotive rove from L2
Gator to Artillery Hill (BT 514 040) with two howitzers, duwe %o the closure
of LI Gator lsco B T

During errly April, intelligence indicoted o sizestle build up of enery
aetivity in the villcge of Nghlg Tonih B3 416 A42) (see TAB W), In response
to this intelligenee tho versctile connoneors of tha 18T B4TTALION, 82D
ARITLLERL e-nducted on rrtillery reid, The six 155MM howitzers of C Battery
from L7 Debbiec smd LZ Liz snd the four & inch howitzers of D Bottery from
1,2 Dottis rnd LZ Broneo comvergod on Nghie Ermbk.  Reelizing the imponding
thrert to friendly civilirns the men of th: "Oen eond Will" battolion fired
thair sustrined rete of fire during ths cightecn hour operriiom, roturning
to thoir respective positiens after hoving thwerted e onery threot to that
nIra e

4t 121200 hours July 1970 Operotion ELK CAdYON wre initlated with the
pission of interdicting enery lines of cormmicstions snd supply lines to t
disrupt his legisties system, Tae initicl phoso of this combined oper= {
ation bogen whon the 6th ARVE Rogiront ond 2ad Dattalion, lst Infontry Bettalion
of the 196tk Brigode seized the old Specicl Forces Cemp ot Khen Dug (ZC QQ7082)
(sec TiE %) in the Yestern Jueng Tin Frovines, Supperting this operctian
wea Bottory B, lat Hotiolion, L,th Artillery in direct support cnd Ecttery &
(=), 18T BALITALICH, 820 AAMILLERY wdth three 155%M howitzers, genarel support-
reinforeing, Tho rrtillery fires consisted mpinly of comtor-morinr, countor-
rocket, defensive concentrotions, tergete of opportmity, rnd dostraction
-nd interdiction missions on known ond suspeeted encrmy trails, The rrpdd
rasponigs to cells for fire ond sceurcto cbssrver ~djustient were r ceelded
(~otor in lessening the cffoct of cnery probos rid indirset fires which
ohrrootoriged the initisl phese of this oper-tion. The clizax of this rocon
choge erig in the cerly morning hours of 5 Lugust, Striking on ¢ bleek,
vaenluss night, hoevily crmed ssppers clod in shorts, with bodics bleckomed,
cut threugh the bottery A perimeter wire. Under ¢ blonket <f smcll orms mnd
~apt e fire the sappers belly-crawled to timkors end gin pits te foeus their
pttrell on fphets ertillery plceoas. dith the initigl expleosion of r guard
baker -nd generstor pit camo the shaftoring worcs "Sappers insids the wire®




IFM:F"'EE' ¢ts FPerformed 4 31 Decembsr 1970

Tt instontly the foprless gun chiafs rrllisd their crews ~nd gtortad

pring illuminction os the ssppers continued moving further inside ths per-

/dmters The stesdfnst ertillorymen opened up with 116 ond W60 fire, Four

/" NW. were killed ca-they book ecover under g 2% ton truck, smother wes cut

/ dowd rs he simed his rocket-propelled grensde lowncher ot the Fire Dircction
Gentcr. When the first ray of sunlight 1it up the LZ, n totrl of 14 enemy
dond vore found inside the perimeter, with two more just cutside the wire,
Two of ki battery's men died velirntly dofending the position., Ceoptured in
retion were five 4K-50s threo RPG lownehars, fifty rssorted grencdes, two
nundred peunds of Petnn ond sixteen HVA pecks, The courggoous connoleers had
inflictod hesvy ecsuslties upon ths shery, not in the usial memner, but, through
closo combst hend to hond techniques chirocteristic of the ground grining
Apms it so mfrilingly supports, Three men from Bottery & received the Silwver
3t-r, ninc rececived the Bronee stor with "V and 2 reccived the frmy Com-
rord ation bodal with "W" for their herole-actidns: during thie siege. With
the ropulse of the scpper ottack, combincd with the sucecss of the patro.
slcments in the pdjacent platesu areq the enemy was forced to divert its
effort from a southerly to o more northerly, tock only to be repulssd in
their offorts in %het sector, Hoving succassfully sccomplished its mission,
i Bettery returned te LZ Fot City, jolning one of their gurs which hed boen
moved from LZ Dettie én 24 Asugust, whers it now pleoys rn importint role in
the- defense of Chu Lei ~nd surrounding oreas (sce TiB Y.

Botwcen the hours of 242010 ond 250600 Cctober the 27lst Rednr
Dotechmont sightod three t-rgets southwest of OP-3. True to the trodition,
avon though in the midst of ¢ troviesl storm, the gunnary teem of € Battery
ot Lz Idiz rnd D Bottery st LZ Bronee leapad to.the tosk at hand providing: -
timoly fnd ccourate fires for in sxeess of nine hours, & sweep of the terget
erco b the Infontry ot first light resulied in the following: Two NVL KB4,
one ecch 606 martery, fiftcen pocks, 23 Chi Com hrmnd grencdes, ono bengrlore
torpedo, ono M6 AP mine, one ghti~-tenk mine, eight erch 60MM morter rounds,
four coch 10508 rounds, 270 rounds smell orms pmmnition, 100 pounds of rice,
documcnts snd miscellrncous militery snd mediecl supplies ccptured cnd evacunted.
Ths findings by themsolves src excellent, however, evidence indiccted that
meny wors enemy soldicers were edther killed or wounded pnd cerried owry. More
impertant, 2 plomned nttock on some fire brso, wos probrbly helted ond dispareed.
It is this responss to crtillery calls for firv which hrs choracterized the 13T
BLTT.LICH, 82D A3TILLSRY s it continues to provide supporting fires in ell
three brigede 40s.

During its first twe yecrs in couniry, the 18T B4TT.LICH, 820 ARITILLERY
compiled one of the fineat conbot records ever amnssed. by ¢ field artillcry
brttelicn in the Republic of Vietncm. Receiving erudit Tor ower Tiftcen
mingred confirmed ond four hmndred probable encry killed, the devest-ting
fires of the unit rlso are credited with the confirmed destruction of over
two thouscnd militrry structures, five mmdred bunker cofplexes, Ono hmdred
ond Tifty tunnsl complsxes, countless trench rrd spider hole couploxes,
#4fty rice erchos, three hundred secondary uxplopicns, forty morter tutes,
ton cnti-rirercft weepons, nnd numerous becsts of burden, Considering ths
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fact thet only approxinately twonty-five per-cent of the wmit's fires are
sbserved, thls excellent bottle damego sssessment, is even mere irpressive.
This striking tostireny to the superlative dccuracy and timeliness offirms
the puerless coubet supeort provided by the dedicsted officers s=nd men of

the 137 EATTALION, 22D ARTILLERY,

{; L W1 g

WILITAM P, O'EBRYAIN
LTC. B

Gonmenaing
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00T Statisticnl Summary 31 Decombor 1970
A°T I. Teecr?® of fLheones without lesve din relaticn to unit strengthe.

MOMITHL  GTRENATH CAEZS  PIRCIHTLGS MCITH

T fe STILIGTH CASES  FERCINTLGE

Lupbh €99 0 0075 Kové9 Ehs 0 OB

4 Sepbh 622 0 005 Deeh9 632 0 002
Cetsh &1l 0 0 Jan70 616 0 LO0F
HovES 89 D LT Feb70 657 0 (0%
Docf8 570 C J0C% Har70 528 1 J16%
Jant9 563 0 O0% iprT0 048 1 158
Fobb9 5 o] -COB May 70 09 1 165
MarE9 592 0 J00% Jun70 LB7 0 007
Lnree &07 c 004 Julfo £3 0 L0Z
» oy b9 93 G 00% hug7C £33 0 <00R
sonb9 652 0 L00% SenT0 £36 o 00%
Libg &5 1 -15% Qet70 shé 0 003
:_u;j 2 &80 0 LCOT NovTO su8 o UOF
3cpbs 603 0 ,00% Dee¥o 579 2 +35%
T f.? C_',:-L o -:C'E]ﬂ

PIAT II. TNeccord of punishmenils wnder Artiele 15, TCMJ, in relaticu tc
mit strencth.

MOUTT STRENGTT CASS - PORGENTAGE < IDLT  STEWGTH  CLSNS  PRRCENTAGRE
!;u,'_;:: f £og 2] 1.50%7 Novse Bh5 26 L1032

SapbB 22 6 9T Doch2 632 2l 5.7T9%

Sets AR érily 21 328 Jan7D 616 17 2aT0k
YoveR o 49 12 2 .02¢ TehC 657 27 L.11%
."!"z-::(:El 570 11 1.93° Han70 &e8 20 3.158~
Jonfo T3 12 9 08 Lar70 Gle & L0355
Tobed ©93 1 2.36% Moy 70 609 23 3.70%
aréo 050 7 1,185 JunT0 La7 16 3.29:
P a2 60 c 627 Julfo 637 22 L 0.
b 593 15 2,518 Lng70 533 11 2,067
Juad9 652 19 2,91 Septo 536 11 205%

JuLé9 ali5 17 2 6l Oet70 sL6 10 1.83%
Lugb 6¢0 g 1, . 365 Hew70 548 10 1.627
Sepb? a03 26 L .31 DeeTC 579 18 3-11%
Octéo 63k 12 1.89%

20T IIT. Gecord of courts-martial convieticne in relatien to it girpoils

WONTH  STAENGTHE OLSOS PERCENTAGE MONTH  SIAmST! 00 Puid. LOu
fuzb6h 559 1l o LT Lprs9 07 o LO0%
Senbf HE2e 2 o 32% Mo oj 4] L0F
OctbHl 61l 1 «16% Junég é52 0 <003
Tovbl cRe i 5 Juls? &y 1 +15%
Tehh 570 1 187 Jay: 69 65.) c L0005
Jenb9 £33 o) O0% SaphHy 503 1 o175
TehEQ 593 1 al T Qe b9 &3l 3 LTS
Terde noe o SO0 Tovl9 &5 0 <005




FEPRCDUCED AF THl NATIDEAL ARSHWES

SUBJECT: Statistical Summary 1 Jecember 1970
PART I. Hecord of Absence without leave in relation to unit strength.

MONTH - STRENCTH CASES FERCENTACGE MONMTH  STRENGTH CASES  PLARCENTAGE

AU.E&B 599 o EOD? ’ C'c'tfr? 631} o *mﬁ
Sepbl 622 0 +00% Novho 6Ls 0 «00%
Octé8 61l 0 008 Decé9 632 0 o007
Nov68 589 0 007 Jan70 616 0 -00%
Decbl 570 0 -00% FabT70 657 0 007
Janb9 £83 0 0077 Mar70 628 1 167
Febb? 503 0 +00% Apr70 646 1 JA5%
Marb9 £o? 0 005 . May70 609 1 o167
Apré? 607 0 007 Jun70 1,87 0 «00%
liay69 £93 0 007 Jul70 537 0 «00%
Junb9 652 0 007 Aug70 533 0 «00%
Julé? 6L5 1 <154 Sep70 536 0 »007
Augb? 660 0 « 007 0ct70 5Lé 0 +O0
Sepb9 603 0 00%

PLRT IT. Record of punishments under Article 15, UCMJ, in relation to
unit strength.

MONTH  STREMGTH CASES FERCENTACE HMCHTH STRENGTH CASES PERGEHTEEE

Augb8 £99 9 1.50% Octé9 634 12 1.89%
Sepb8 622 6 « 965 Novhs &5 26 L.03%
Cotol 61, 21 3.42% Doeh? 632 2L 3.79%
Nov68 589 12 2,024 Jan70 616 17 2767
DechHE 570 11 1.93% Feb70 657 27 Le11%
Janbg 563 12 2.06% Mar70 628 20 3.16%
Tebby 593 1L 24365 Apr70 &L6 26 L.03%
Marés 592 7 1.18% May 70 609 23 3.78%
Apr69 607 5 B2% Jun70 L87 16 3,29%
Mayb9 £93 1c 2.517 Jui7o 537 22 L+ 09%
Junég 652 19 2.91% AugT0 533 11 2,06
Julbs 65 17 2607 Sep70 536 11 2.05%
Augb9 660 9 1.36% Oct70 ché 10 1,839
Sepb9 603 26 b 317

PART ITI. Record of courts=mertial convictions in relztion to unit strensth.

MONTH STRENGTH CASES TERCENTAGE MONTH STREMOTH CASES FERCENTANE

Aug6l 599 1 $17¢ Mayb9 593 0 005
Sepb8 622 2 325 Junég e52 0 «00%
Octbh 61l 1 165 Julé9 5LE 1 «15%
NevwbE £go 1 177 Aug69 £50 0 008
DectB 570 1 .18¢ Sepb9 £33 1 177
Jant9 583 0 - 00%. Octb9 631 3 UTE
Fob69 593 1 17 Hovh9 shs 0 007
Har69 592 0 007 Dec69 632 3 LT

0 .00% Jan70 616 3 L9%

hprég 607




REFRCDUCED AT THE HATIORAL ARSFIVES

SUBJECT: Statistic.l Summary 1 Decembzr 1970

MONTE STRENGTE CiSES PERCENTALGE MCHTH  STOENGTH CASES PERCENTAGE

Feb70 657 0 «COF Jul70 537 1 193
Mar70 626 0 LU% hug70 £33 0 <00
Apr70 6L6 2 312 SepT0 536 1 .19%
May70 609 0 .00% Cct70 cLé 2 «37%
JunT70 LET 0 00%

RALPH F. JAMES
LTC, FA
Cormanding




REFRCOW CEDAT THE HATIONAL ARSAVES

SUSJiCT: Listin; cZ units

UNITS.

1 December 1970

Part I. Units assigned and recomrmended for award of the Meritorious Unit Citation.

Unit

1. ‘leadquarters, Headquarters and
Service Rettery, lst Battalion,
f2d4 Artillery

2. FRatterv A {155/M, Towed), lst
Rattalion, f2d Artillery

3. Rattery B (1551, Towed), lst
Rattalion, 24 Artillery

li« F®attery ¢ (155, Towed), lst
Aattalion, A27 Artillery

¢, Rattery D (8 Inch, Self-pronelled)

1st Pattalion, '"2d Artillery

%art TI. Units attached and recomrended

Unit

KONB

Period

1 August 1968-
31 Cectober 1970

1 Aurust 1560=
31 Qectober 1570
1 Aupust 1968~
31 October 1970
1 August 1968-
31 October 1970
1 August 1968-
31 Cetober 1970

Frevious US Unit Necor=
ations and Dates

NCHE

NONE
NOWE
PUC, 2 Nov 68 =28 Febh 69

(Pending)
RONE

for sward of the Moritorious Unit Citation.

Pericd

N/A

Previcus US Unlit Decor-
ations and Dates

N/A

Part TIT. Units assizned but not recommended for award of the Heritoricus nit

Ci tatiﬂnﬂ

init

MONE

Period

N/A

Previous US Unit Decor=
atione and dates

N/A

Part IV. Units attachad but not recommended for sward of the Keritorious Unit

Citatione.

Tnit

n/a

Period

N/h

s

RALFH F.
LTC, FA
Adjutant

Ta

Previcus US Unit Decor-
ations and Dates

N/A




TEFACODUCED 2T THE MATIOHAL ASTHWVES

PROFQSSD CITATION

 MERITORTOUS UNIT CUstiDATTON

BY OTFGCTICH OF THE SLCRETARY Ui THE ARMY, UNDER THE PROVISILNS UF FaRA-
GRAFH 203, AR 672-5-1, THE iwnITGRIUUS UNLT COi: ENDATICR I3 AVARDED TO
THS FOLLOWING Naisd UNITS OF THS UNITEL STATES ARMY FCR ESCEPTIONALLY
VERTTCATOUS sCHISVE:EAT IN TiE ciFCRMANCE CF OUTS1ADING 3i-RVICE DURING
THE FLRIOUS 1aLICATAD:

THS 15T BAYTALION (1550, TOUED; 8 INCH "ELF-PROPRSLLED), 82D RTILLERY
=D BSI@ED UNITS:

Hiau ULRTERS, HEADUARTERS 3M0 S:RVICE BATTORY, 1ST BATTALIUN, 820
ARTILLERY

BATTURY & (15604, TUED), 13T BATTALION, 82D ARTILLERY

BATTsOY B (1560, TOWED), 15T BATTALIGH, 82D ARTILLERY

BATTEAY © (155Mk, TUaxD), 13T BATTALION, 820 ARTILIERY

BaTleRY U (8 INCH,.S:LK-PROPELIED), 15T BATTALIMN, 62D ARTILLERY

THs CITaTICH RsiD3 AS FOLLOWS:

THI 1ST BATTALION, 82D ARTILLSRY AMD ASSIGNED UNITS DISTINGUISHED THEM-

30 VES TH SU2PORT oy MILITARY OPLneTIUMS IN THI REPUBLIC OF VIETWAM

Fiue UGUST 1968 TU GCTOESA 1970, UPCH 44dIVAL IN THi RE UBLIC UF VIHTRAM

OF 24 JULY 1968, THE UNIT /-3 A3STGIES THS jue'SIUN OF PROVILING CGENRRAL
SUSLCAT LikeS Yo SU FURT GF THE 230 INFANTRY DIVISION fiu WkINFORLING [TRES

1§ SURGURT Uf THs 1ST BALTALION, 14TH ARTILIERY AND 6TH BATTALIOR, 11TH
Li1TLIZRY. TEE UFIT'S EEPUTATION FCR DELIVERING SAFD, ACCULSIE, =MD TTHELY
[Tl SU= GAT a8 AUICKLY E3T.BL SHEG 4NOD IS sM'H Tu ALL #HEE WOALD TURCES

5 TG T4 THe SCGUTHLEN T GURFS TACTICAL 7ONE, WORKING LONG 4D ARUIOUS HOURS
113 il i THE BAaTTERILS FIRZD THCUSABDS o ROUNLS OF 4RTILLERY UNLR T E

047 ADVILE DiRAsIf 60D f3¢ha8 C.NDITICNS TU DEFSAT [ LNEMY IN EV.U
SHCUONLER,  Ta6 BALTALICN'S 4GGS53IVE ATTITUDE GOUPLED “ITH COM3%i T AP-

PLIC. TIOH OF ALTILLERY AXIOMS . INSTRUMERTAL IN EFFSGTI G THD SUCCASS (F
FLLVEN (ATUR COMAST GrSAsTIONS, CHETHSR THE LISSIGN i35 TC PRUVIVE INSTANTARLOUS
ot LR HLCKET VTASS IN 3UPCAT OF GHU ALI BiSE, CONTINUCUS OFFENSIVE

[Thus T SUZPURT Cr TACTICAL EMZRUANCIES, OR REPELLING A SAVAGE HOSTIIE

JAFELR ATTACK, THE UFSICEEs &MU :EN U0 THS 1ST BATT.LION, 820 ARTILL.RY
CoWTTLUSLLY DISPL YiU A REM:AiBLs DEGRIE OF PROFSESSIONALISK IN iS.LTING

L Tl reOOTREWENTS CF T.0 FLUIG TACTICAL SITUATION. INDICITIVE OF T.o UNIT'S
BAOURLS T RaAlntg oy THE SU2o0RT O 1HE VIEMNArE3L 040PLE 4.8 IT3 CIVIL

B TaTA3 PHOUACTS TG THCLUI & & GuiPREHENSIVE rEDICAL &35IST-HCE PRCGRAM, THE
TCHITOAL <XPERTIAE &hb THTENSL PRIDE DISPLAYED b ALL Mékli:S OF 1M UFIT

1. USLTVARING ACOURATS ARTIL. HY GXHE SUT ORT CONTATLTL.w Irlui3dRaBL. T0 THE
LLLTED LFYORTS 1 T REPUBLIC CF VIATMNAN, THF HE AR 4BLT “RCFICIENCY S¥D
DEVOTION Tu DUTY LISPLAYED BY TH ropBids o TH 18T BaTlilIGH, 820 ARTTLLERY
S TN KERSTHG & TH 16D HIGHSST TROITICHS OF THE MNILITaly SERVICE AID




fEESSOUCED AT THE HATIDNS, ARTHIVEES

#ROPGSED CITATION

REFIECT LISTINGT CRIUIT UPWN THEELVS3 400 UPCE THE AR0ED JORCES OF THE

UIIT:D 51aTE3. .

BALFH F, JARES
Lrc, #A
Commnding




REPROC

L]

T THE nAT ISR ARIH|VES

SUBJECY:

Iincege ond Homors 1 Uecembar 1970

Lineage end Honors of the 15T BATTALTON, 82D ARTILLEHY

Camproign Prriicipetion Credit

(pre-Visinom)
World Wer II Korsen War
Noaw Cuince Ul Definsive
Eismrrk=Archipel -go Ul Uffensive
Loyute (with srrovhsad ) CCF Imterventicon
Luzon First UN Comtoerofionaivo

CCF Spring Off.nsive
M Summer-Fa11 Uffenzive
Suennd Horoom Wintoer

Decorotions

Philippine Presidentisl Tnit Citntion, Stre-mer embroid-
ercd, Cetebor 17, 1944 ho July 4, 1945,

Republie of Kores Frosidentisl Unit Citetiom, Stroeamsr
embroidered, 'regwrn-Teogu

Chryssoun Aristicn Andrirs Brawery Gold Ludel of Grocece,
Stresmer embroidercd, Korea

RALFH F, JARMES
LTC, FA
Commend ing




REPRCEUCED AT THE MATIDNAL ARTHVES

SUBJECT: Administrative fLccomplishments 1 December 1970

Providing combat support can often prove to be a thankless task.
Morale and welfare of the troops, therefore, is of utmost importance if
a unit is to centinually display the combat prowess demonstrated by the
1ST BLTTALICN, 82D ARTTLIERY. Realizing this, a rotating standdown proe-
gram was initiated allowing four to six members of each firing battery
to return to the battalion base arca for rest and relaxation purpcses.
To occecupy stand-down personnel during the 72 hour period many excellent
facilities were constructed at the base areay to include, & volleyball
court, a cement basketball court (both with lights for evening enjoyment) ,
a spacicus EM/WCO club with internal stage area, and a LO x 60, kit type
swinming pool with adjacent lounging area and gardens. The latter facil-
ity was praised by Specizl Services personnel as being the finest such in-
stallation in the Republic of Vietnam.

During April 1959, the 15T BATTALTOW, H2D ARTILLERY was administered
the 23d Imfantry Division Annual General Inspection. The long and arduous
hours of preparation paid excellent dividends as all battelion units were
rated satisfactory (ratings of satisfactory and unsatisfactory only
baing considered). The unit's superlative showing during the inspection
Was so impressive, the 1ST BATT.LIC.M, &2D ARTTLLERY was selected to rep=-
resent the 23d Infantry Division Artillery during the USARV Annual General
Inspection. Inspected in July, the battalion fulfilled all expectations
by recelving a satisfactory rating. 4lthough adjectival classifications
of satisfactory and unsatisfactory were the only overall ratings awarded,
the USARV AGI Team utilized four separate ratings for subordinate ine-
spection areas. A total of 20 Outstanding, 715 exccllent, 132 satisfac-
tory, and 27 unsatisfactory ratings were awarded to the 28 23d Infantry
Division units inspecteds The 1ST BLTTLLICH, 82D ARTILIERY received a
total of § Cutstanding, 32 excellent, and 3 satisfactory ratings during
the inspecticon. The battalion received twoenty-five percent of the out-
standing ratings awardcd to inspected division units, while having ne
unsatisfactory aresas.

In Octoher 1969, tho Inspector General's team, 23d Infantry Division,
conducted ancther Jnnual CGeneral Insocetion of the 13T BATTALION, 82D
APTILIEDY. Thoe Pattalion apain mede an axcellont showing as all of the units
received satisfactory ratings and no major deficiencies were noted by tha
inancction toam.

s One hundred snd forty members of the 1ST BATT LICH, B2D ADTILISTY
pxtonded thelr fureimm service tour, while Apocifiecrlly requesting thoy
contimic to serve with the unit.

The eofficers and men of the 1ST BATTLALION, B2D LRTILIERY proved
they "buy bonds whare they work," as eightireone norcont of the unit's
pursonnel participated in the United States Envines Hond Prozram.




REPROCUCED AT THE RAT IDNAL ARCAIVES

SURJECT: Administrative Accomplishments 1 December 1970

As a majority of tho 1ST BATTALION, 82D LRTILIETY firing locaticns
have boen situated-elong Hichway (QL) 1, normal resupply has boen accome=
plished by road. ALveraging over 60,000 milos a month, the battelion has
consistently amassed more rond milcage than any other unit in the 23d
Infrntry Divisicn Lrtillery. The 1ST BATT.LICN, 82D ARTILIERY has complied
an excellent wchicle safety reccrd sinee arrival in the Republic of Vietnam.
Although operating in adverse driving cenditions, to include, poor road
networks, inclement weathor, capricious driving habits of local naticnals
and a hostile fire zone, the unit has been invelved in enly ten minor
accidents (only three of which was the fault of unit personnel) while con=

voying over 1,600,000 miles.

RALPH Fo JLHES
LTC, FA
Commanding




REFRODVEED AT THE HATICHAL ARCHNVES

SUBJECT: TIndividual Achievements 1 December 1970
ITT STIVER 5147 BRONZE STAR W/vy ARMY COMVENDATION
' MEDAL W/nym

Rtry & 3 19 6

Btry R : & 22

Btry G 1 1 L

Btry D 0 L 2

HLS Btry 0 2 0

Bn TCTAL 5 L9 37

RALPH F. JAMES
LTC, Fh
Commanding




