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" To protect our men who arc in Vietnam, and to guarantee 

success of our withdrawl and Victnamization program, I have concluded 

that the time has come for action . .. 

In cooperation with the armed forces of South Vietnam, attacks 

are being launched this week to clean out major enemy sanctuaries 

on the Cambodian-Vietnam border." 

President Richard M. Nixon 
in an address to the nation 
April 30, 1970. 
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On the first day of May 1970, 
American forces in Vietnam 
moved across the Cambodian 
border to attack and eliminate 
known Communist base areas and 
cache sites along the western and 
northern boundaries of the III 
Corps Tactical Zone ( CTZ ) . In 
perhaps the most significant ac­
tion since the 1968 T et Offensive, 
G.S. and Vietnamese units oper­
ated on Cambodian soil, attack­
ing enemy sanctuaries and troop 
concentrations in that nation. 

This month, The Hurricane 
devotes an entire issue to the 
Cambodian incursion and looks at 
the sixty-day campaign and the 
personalities involved from sever­
al points of view. 

In an exclusive interview, L TG 
Michael S. Davison, commanding 
general of II Field Force Viet­
nam, speaks of his role in the 

· Cambodian Operation and offers 
candid viewpoints on its overall 
effect on the war in Vietnam. 

The Hurricane also travels 
with L TG Do Cao Tri, com­
manding general of III Corps, as 
he directs Vietnamese troops 
through Cambodia. This report, 
combined with an off-duty side­
light, focuses sharply on this dy­
namic and unique field com­
mander. 

Also in this issue: battle sum­
maries of C.S. and Vietnamese 
operations, reports on refugee re­
lief, close-ups of American troops 
in the field and a ten-page color 
photo feature . 

Specialist John Skiffington shot 
the front cover photo while ac­
companying troops of the 11th 
Armored Cavalry Regiment near 
Snoul. Specialist Dave Massey 
photographed a cache at Rock 
Island East to make the rear 
cover. 

The Editor 

The Hurricane is an authorized 
monthly publication of II Field 
Force Vietnam. It is published by 
the 16th Public Information De­
tachment and the Information 
Office, II FFORCEV APO San 
Francisco 96266. Views and opin­
ions expressed in this publication 
are not necessarily those of the 
Department of the Army. Feature 
stories, photographs and art work 
of general interest to II Field 
Force personnel are invited. 
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This is the last monthly issue of The Hurricane. 
Recent reductions in printing funds have forced The 
Hurricane to cease publication at this time. The staff 
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three years of publication. 
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A Perspective 
on Cambodia 

An Interview with LTG Michael S. Davison 

JOERN 
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Lieutenant General Michael S. 
Davison had been in command of 
II Field Force Vietnam just over a 
week when General Creighton W. 
Abrams flew to Plantation and gave 
him verbal instructions assigning 
him the major role in planning and 
conducting the Cambodia Opera­
tion. 

In the following interview with 
"The Hurricane" the day after the 
last U.S. troops had been withdrawn 
from Cambodia, General Davison 
discusses the results of the operation 
and what it portends for the future. 

HURRICANE: .fudging from 
recent months, the situation in 
Southeast Asia could change con­
siderably between now and when this 
appears in print. But w hatever hap­
pens, the Cambodia Operation will 
still be considered one of the most 
consequential events of the war. As 
u;e talk, that operation has just 
ended for U.S. troops. Without the 
advantage of much time for hind­
sight, how would you assess the re­
sults in terms of damage to the 
enemy? 
DAVISON: I think you have to 
look at several areas in making an 
assessment. First of all, you can make 
a quantitative assessment based on 
the number of individual and crew­
served weapons that we captured, on 
the tons of ammunition , on the tons 
of rice, on the number of vehicles, 
and on all the other war impedi ­
menta that our people uncovered 
over there and have taken away 
from the enemy's control. And then 
you can d o a ll kinds of calculations 
- equipping so many battalions of 
NVA or enough ammunition to last 
for x number of months and a ll that 
sort of thing. And that's, I think, a ll 
very interesting, but it's not to me 
the real significance in a quantita­
tive assessment. 

What's really significant in a 
quantitative assessment is what is it 
going to cost the enemy in terms of 
resources, in terms . of people, in 
terms of energy expended- indeed, 
in terms of money and time-to re­
place everything that he's lost ? And 
during the time that it takes him 
to replace it, what does it mean in 
terms of his own operations inside 
of III Corps Tactical Zone? 

And I think as a minimum you've 
got to say that there's going to be 
a hiatus of some degree in his opera­
tions in III Corps Tactical Zone. 
There's got to be, because he's now 
lost his major supply areas and base 

General Davison visiting 1st Cavalry 
Division ( Airmobile) troops on opera­
tions in Cambodia. 



areas and, for some time, will have 
great difficulty sustaining his people 
inside I I I CTZ. 

Next, there's an assessment that 
should be made in terms of the dis­
ruptive effect of our operations in 
Cambodia. We've inflicted severe 
strain on his command and control 
system; we've caused his head­
quarters to displace; we've preempt­
ed his base areas and training areas; 
and we've severely disrupted his 
commo-liaison routes. He's very 
much dependent on commo-liaison 

"It would seem to me that finally, 
down at the lowest ranks of the Com­
munist organization, there might per­
haps he implanted seeds of doubt that 
the 'inevitable Communist victory' real­
ly is possible." 

routes as a means of moving his 
replacements, as a means of moving 
his carrying parties that take the 
supplies down inside of Vietnam and 
as a means of moving his important 
staff officers and couriers who have 
to go to meetings and pass instruc­
tions. So these commo-liaison routes 
have been seriously disrupted now 
and it's going to pose quite a prob­
lem to him to reestablish them. 

The third area in which I think 
an assessment should properly be 
made-and it's the most difficult 
area of all-is what you might call 
the psychological area. I think it's 
safe to say that there has been some 
sort of psychological trauma inflicted 
on the enemy, although I can't say 
in definitive terms how severe it's 
been. He's certainly inhibited from 
ever again moving back into his 
close-in base areas for fear the 
AR VN will jump across the border 
and get him. 

Clear evidence of the psychologi­
cal impact has been the increased 

number of Hoi Chanh. About 1,300 
Hoi Chanh have come in as a result 
of our Cambodian operations. Inter­
estingly enough, many of these · are 
political cadre- the deputy com­
mander of Sub-Region 2, for ex­
ample, and political cadre at the 
staff section chief level, the VC dis­
trict level, and the VC village level. 
We also have reports of NVA units 
ref using to fight and being sent to 
the rear. It would seem to me that 
finally, down at the lowest ranks of 
the Communist organization, there 
might perhaps be implanted seeds 
of doubt that the "inevitable Com­
munist victory" really is possible . 

Now this psychological assessment 
cuts two ways. It impacts on the 
enemy and it impacts on the Allied 
side as well. The Government of 
Vietnam has gained stature as a 
viable national force. The RVNAF 
have demonstrated that they are 
capable of very effective military 
operations on their own without U.S. 
advisors, without the direct U.S. sup­
port that they've had in the past. 

There is an effect also at the level 
of the territorial forces, the RF and 
PF. During the Cambodian Opera­
tion, we took 71 per cent of the U.S. 
battalions out of III Corps Tactical 
Zone and we took out, at the height, 
about 44 per cent of the AR VN 
battalions. The net result of this, of 
course, was that the territorial forces 
were the ones who really had to 
assume the burden of responsibility 
for security within the provinces and 
the districts. By and large, they rose 
to the challenge and they did pretty 
darn well. Now there are some cases 
where they didn't. But it was heart­
ening to see how most of them ac­
cepted the responsibility and how 
they moved out and did something 
about it and in fact engaged in some 
very successful operations. 

Then there's the last area, right 
down at the rice roots level in the 
hamlets. This is very difficult to 
assess and it's probably going to take 
some time before we see the full 
effect of it. It will probably be most 
evident in the border provinces like 
Long An or Hau Nghia or Tay Ninh 
where the families living down in 
the hamlets for years now have had 
intimate exposure to the VC move­
ment. They probably have relatives 
who are in the VC movement; they 
know what Ba Tu means as a long 
standing VC base area, or Bo Ba 
Tay. Now they know that these 
places are destroyed . And they know 
that, for example, SR-2 and SR-3 
suffered rather severe damage. So, 
as this thought begins to permeate 
the people at the hamlet level, per­
haps there may be generated a cer­
tain degree of support for the central 

government or at least a recognition 
that the VC are in very deep trouble 
and that the government continues 
to grow stronger. I don't know. We'll 
have to wait to see. 
J-IURRICANE: So there are a 
lot of positive cff ects on the Allies 
as well as negative effects on the 
enemy? 
DAVISON: That's right. Now, I 
don't want to seem too rosv and 
optimistic about all of this b~cause 
we've got to recognize that the Com­
munist is a very tough foe. He's per­
sistent, he endures, and you can rest 
assured that he'll work very, very 
hard to overcome the psychological 
as well as the quantitative impact of 
the Cambodian Operations. 
HURRICANE: Among all the 
various supplies that were captured 
and the fprtifications destroyed, and 
the enemy fore es eliminated, what 
do you consider the single most im­
por(ant thing that the Allies accom­
plished in these two months? 
DAVISON: From the U.S. point 
of view, probably the most important 
result of all of this is that we have 
written what you might call an in­
surance policy for the success of the 
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"There's clear evidence that, prior to 
the. time we moved into Cambodia, he 
( Communist forces) had already em­
barked on wider operations in that 
country." 

Vietnamization program and the 
withdrawal of U.S. forces in accor­
dance with the President's schedule. 
HURRICANE: But isn't it true 
that we've spread the ARVN some­
what thinner? Where before they 
were strictly in Vietnam, they're now 
engaged in Cambodia. ls this in any 
way endangering the chances of 
replacing U.S. troops? 
DAVISON: No, I don't think so. 
For example, considerable damage 
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has been inflicted on SR-2 and SR-3. 
This, in turn, is going to a lter the 
security situation in Hau Nghia and 
Long An and make it possible for 
fewer Allied forces in those two 
provinces to provide the same level 
of security for the population. So, 
to the extent that the Allies have 
diminished the enemy's operational 
capability, then it's. possible · for 
forces to be moved to other tasks. 
HURRICANE: Did you antici­
pate when this whole thing was 
started that the results would be as 
great as they have turned out to be 
or did you think they would be 
greater? 
DAVISON: I really didn't spend 
any time at all thinking about that 
because we planned this thing on 
such short notice and we had no 
sooner gotten into the Fish Hook 
than I was told that we could go 
into the other base areas. Planning 
the operation and directing the ac­
tivities and getting out and working 
with the commanders in the field 
were so all consuming that I real1y 
didn't have much chance to think 
about, "Well now, what's going to 
be the total efI ect of all this?" 

I think, in ret~ospect, that for the 
most part, we have achieved just 
about everything that we might have 
anticipated in going into the base 
areas. 
HURRICANE: There were re­
ports that the NV A and VG in the 
sanctuaries knew as much as 48 
hours in advance than ARVN forces 
would invade the Parrot's Beak. Yet 
word of U.S. participation seems to 
have remained a secret . . How was 
su_ch a . major operation prepared 
/or and launched without compro-

. ? m.zse. 

DAVISON: Well, in the first 
place, we didn't tell very many peo­
ple about it. The planning was done 

· on an extremely close-hold basis be­
tween Lieutenant General Do Cao 
Tri and myself and Major General 
Du Quoc Dong who commands the 
J\RVN Airborne Division and Major 
General Elvy V. Roberts, who was 
then the commanding general of 
the 1st Cavalry Division. 

That was the first thing. The 
second thing was that the planning 
period was very short. We planned 
the operation in just a matter of 
days. The third thing was that, for 
the most part, our troops were al­
ready in position. The ARYN Air­
borne battalions were engaged up in 
War Zone C and so was the 11th 
Armored Cavalry Regiment. Sub­
stantially only two battalions had to 
b::! moved up into the area in order 
to get ready for the attack. So I 
think all of these things combined 
together served to enhance our 

chances for tactical surprise in the 
Fish Hook area when we went in 
there. 
HURRICANE: On the same 
/Joint of tactical surprise, President 
Nixon's announcement of the opera­
tion only hours after it started shock­
ed many people, not only those who 
opposed it, but also those who are 
used to troop movements .and new 
operations being kept from the pub­
lic sometimes for days for the safety 
of our forces. Did this public an­
nouncement in any way endanger 
our forces and could we have made 
more of an impact initially had the 
President waited for a few days? 
DAVISON: I don't think it en­
dangered our forces in the slightest. 
The enemy was so taken by surprise 
that first day that he was able to 
put up very little effective resistance 
and he was obviously disorganized 
for a number of days afterward in 
the Fish Hook area. It took him 
quite a while to pull his people to­
gether and start making some sort 
of ,m organizf>d effort to resist. Now 
as far as the President's speech giving 
away anything we might do in areas 
other than the Fish Hook, with the 
length of the border that exists in 
the III Corps Tactical Zone and the 
initiative resting with us, it would 
hardly be possible for the enemy to 
anticipate where we were going to 
move next. 
HURRICANE: So once we were 
in there, it didn't make any differ­
ence? 
DAVISON : No, it really didn't. 
And in our subsequent operations, 
each time we made a new move, 
for the most part, the moves initially 
were unopposed . When the enemy 
did react as, for example, he reacted 
at Fire Support Base Brown, he got 
clobbered. At Snoul he anticipated 
our approach, but Snoul was the 
center of a road net and it was im­
portant to him as well as to us. We 
had to go there and he had to 
defend it. 
HURRICANE: The ARVN role 
in Cambodia started oef ore ours and 
has since been more widesfnead than 
ours, ranging fart her into Cambodia. 
Has their per/ ormance been satis­
factory? 
DAVISON: I should say so. I 
think the only judgment you can 
make is that they have conducted 
highly effective military operations. 
And I would point out particularly 
that beyond the 30 kilometer limit 
they've done so without U.S. ad­
visors and without U.S. support as 
has been the case since 30 June any­
where across the border. This is a 
great tribute to them. I think Gen­
eral Tri has clearly shown himself 
to be a very dynamic, decisive and 



courageous battlefield commander. 
I'm very much impressed by what I 
see of General Tri in the conduct 
of his operations in Cambodia . 
HURRICANE: Looking to the 
future, w hat effects will the Cam­
bodian incursion have on operations 
inside II I Corps, say, during the 
wet season we're in right now ? 
DAVISON: I would think that it 
poses some real problems for the 
enemy. He can no longer depend 
upon a nearby and safe resupply ac­
ti vity to provide him with the wea­
pons and ammunition that he needs 
to conduct his operations. He'll be 
fo rced to take a very conserva tive 
posture. I think tha t he'll work in 
very small groups and emphasize 
acts of terror. I think that he' ll direct 
his a ttacks a t the pacification effort 
by a ttacking the People's Self-De­
fen_se Force and Nationa l Police, 
trying to isolate territoria l force 
units, ambush them - this type of 
effort, highly selective and carefull y 
planned. 

To the extent tha t we a re now 
successful in locating his supply 
caches tha t exist within III Corps 
Tactical Zone, we can further exac­
erba te hi s logistic difficulties and, as 
a result, minimize the a ttacks by fire 
tha t he can conduct against our own 
insta lla tions. Hopefully this will 
serve to reduce American casualties. 

I don' t mean to imply by a ll this 
tha t the fighting is going to cease 
entirely for U .S. forces. T he Com­
munist is still a wily and tough 
enemy and whenever we get him 
cornered, he's going to fight back. 
HURRICANE: Was the timing 
of this whole operation just about 
ideal? Did we catc h him at the point 
w here he would have had the most 
supplies, for instance? 
DAVISON: That's difficult to 
say. Out of all of the documents 
that we've captured , and all of the 
in telligence that we've acquired , 
we've never found anything tha t told 
us how much he had , wha t the 
totality of his supplies was in the 
base a reas. But in the sense tha t we 
moved a t a time tha t he had pro­
bably just delivered the last of the 
supplies that cam e in through Siha­
noukville and Phnom Penh, it was 
very timely. Now he has to seek 
other ways, other m eans, of moving 
his supplies. 
HURRICANE: Could we have 
accomplished enough additional re­
sults to have made it worthw hile if 
we had conducted, say, a three or 
four month operation beginning in 
March or A pril ? 
DAVISON: This is a very diffi­
cult judgment to m ake. First of a ll, 
as I say, we as yet have no way of 
knowing wha t was the tota l amount 

tha t he had stored up there. I had 
the tonnage of various types of sup­
plies tha t we've captured p lotted ou t 
aga inst time and when you look a t 
tha t, you find that in the past couple 
of weeks our " rate-of-finding-stuff" 
curve had decreased considerabl y 
and was beginning to fla tten out. 
Presumably, then, we got 011t a t. th P. 
less productive end of our effort. 
HURRICANE: W as that strictly 
because there were fewe r things to 
fi nd or were we runn ing in to logis­
tics problems or weather jJTo blems? 
DAVISON: No, we weren ' t hav­
ing any difficulties . Even though the 
monsoon sta rted at the end of May, 
the weather has been rela tively very 
favorable towards us and we've had 
no logistics problems. I think wha t 
it amounts to is that we had just 
about searched out a ll of the m ost 
p robable a reas . 
HURRICANE: If we had con­
tinued beyond now, would we have 
.[!.O lten less than acceptable results? 
DAVISON: I think we would 
have become less and less productive . 
HURRICANE: A s far as securi­
ty and casualties in Ill Corps are 
concerned, w hat di ffe rence would it 
have m ade if President Nix on had 
dec ided against going into Cam­
bodia, or, say, against A mericans go­
ing in to Cambodia? 
DAVISON: I think logically you 
can only conclude that if we hadn' t 
gone into C ambodia, there just 
would have been one hell of a lot 
of bullets and mortar shells tha t 
could have been shot a t our troops 
and consequently would have made 
the course of Vietnamization more 
difficult than should now be the case. 
HURRICANE: Wh atever hap­
pened to COS VN? 
DAVISON: Well, I think you 
have to understand this about 
COSVN : it's a field location . The 
N orth Vietnamese " Pentagon" is in 
Hanoi. COSVN is a field head­
quarters. It's a collection of peop le 
and a collection of records. W e put 
in a five-battalion assa ult on the 
a rea tha t we know was the a lternate 
COSVN headquarters location . U n­
fortuna tely, they began to move out 
the afternoon before we went in 
there. 

N evertheless, we did do consider­
able da mage to COSVN headquar­
ters because they had not completed 
the m ove. Quite a few COSVN peo­
ple were killed in that action and, 
perhaps most importantly, we un­
covered a substantial number of 
documents and records that gave us 
a lot of very, very valuable intelli­
gence. 

HURRICANE': It's been said 
that the North Vietnamese rather 

"They (U .S. troops) couldn,t 
understand why the news­
papers and magazines at home 
didn ,t take a more sympathetic 
approach . .. to the danger and 
the damn hard work and the 
sacrifice that they were making 
out there in the jungles of 
Cambodia . .. ,, 



than being brought to their knees 
by the bombing of the North were, 
as the Londoners in World War I I, 
hardened in their resolve to win the 
war. This is sometimes answered 
with the argument that the restric­
tions on where to bomb hampered 
the military from accomplishing the 
desired objective. Time and geo­
graphic limits were also stringently 
imposed on the Cambodia Opera­
tion. Is it possible that because of 
these restrictions, the enemy, while 
suffering heavy damages, was in the 
end more strengthened by the pro­
paganda hay made out of the U.S. 
"invasion" of Cambodia? 
DAVISON: The Communist is a 
highly political animal and he a l­
ways resolves things in political 
terms and will attempt through pro­
paganda to turn even the most 
severe sort of military defeat to his 
advantage. I think the Tet '68 defeat 
suffered by the Communists-a mili­
tary defeat of considerable propor­
tion- was very adroitly converted by 
him through the use of propaganda 
into a victory insofar as our people 
at home were concerned. 

And I think he'll try to do the 
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"I think . .. that if we hadn't gone · 
into Cambodia, there just would have 
been one hell of a lot of bullets and 
mortar shells that would have been 
shot at our troops . .. " 

same thing out of our Cambodian 
Operation. For example, right _now 
his propaganda theme-and this is 
being played all over the Western 
world by people who cater to .the 
Communist movement-is that the 
Allied incursions into Cambodia 
broadened the war and forced · the 
Communists into wider operations in 
Cambodia designed to overthrow the 
Lon Nol government. 

Well, I just don't believe that. 
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There's clear evidence that, prior to 
the time we moved into Cambodia, 
he had already embarked on wider 
operations in that country. But 
what's happening is that he's very 
cleverly and adeptly trying to score 
a propaganda victory out of what 
has clea rly been a military defeat. 
HURRICANE: This next ques­
tion goes back to w hen you were 
meeting the press when you first got 
here. You at that time characterized 
the war as "on a different track than 
it was six months ago." You also 
said, "the enemy seems to be more 
difficult to come to grips with be­
cause he's been ground down to the 
point w here he's pretty damn skit­
tish." You went on to say this situa­
tion meant "we've got to be more 
innovative, more creative in our ap­
proaches to making sure there can't 
be any resurgence of enemy activity 
and being sure that the past progress 
in pacification and Vietnamization 
will continue into the future." It 
would seem the enemy today is even 
more "ground down" than at the 
time you said that, chiefly because 
of the giant innovative move into 
Cambodia. What creative ap­
proaches are next? 
DAVISON: Well, I think that if 
one assumes the enemy is going to 
continue a long the lines set forth in 
COSVN Resolutions Number 9 and 
Number 14, but with the additional 
burdens that are now imposed upon 
him because of his losses in Cam­
bodia, then it's a challenge to our 
U.S. commanders to devise ways 
and means of countering the strategy 
that's set forward in those two reso­
lutions. I have some ideas on just 
how to go about this and I pian, 
starting tomorrow, to go around and 
talk to a ll our maneuver battalion 
commanders and their command 
sergeants major in II Field Force to 
explain to them what our strategy 
is going to be during the wet season 
and to suggest areas to them in 
which, through their study and ap­
plication of sound tactics and tech­
nique, they can exploit the situation 
that's been created. They can coun­
ter the Communist plan that's em­
bodied in COSVN 9 and 14 and I 
am confident they will do so. I really 
can't tell you any more than that 
for publication because I reckon the 
VC read "The Hurricane" also. 
HURRICANE: Larlier you men­
tioned that you foresee a "hiatus of 
some degree" in III Corps although 
the war's not over. And there have 
been articles recently comparing the 
situation in III Corps to the situa­
tion in IV Corps where it was possi­
ble to remove all the U .S. troops. 
Are we now approaching the point 
where the bulk of U.S. ground 

troops can be withdrawn from III 
Corps without endangering security? 
DAVISON: No, I think there are 
still a number of tasks yet to be done 
and I think that the withdrawal 
schedule as set forth by the President 
is probably just about right. Whether 
there could be any acceleration in 
that, I don' t know, but it is possible 
in time. The assessment that I was 
talking about earlier can't be made 
overnight. We have to allow this 
situation to cook along for awhile 
and we have to start setting our 
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"Probably the most important result 
of all of this is that we have written 
what you might call an insurance 
policy for the success of the Vietnami­
zation program and the withdrawal of 
U.S. forces ... " 

hands to the remaining tasks. Then 
I would say, along about October­
as we get well into the withdrawal 
of the 50,000 that's been announced 
by the President- is · the time to 
m ake a judgment as to whether 
we've made sufficient progress to 
perhaps accelerate the withdrawal. 
It's just too soon to tell right now. 
It's too early to make any cause and 
effect judgments and I think that 
any comparison with the situation 
down in IV Corps is not valid be­
cause there are too many differences 
between the political, economic and 
social situation in IV Corps and 
tha t which pertains in III Corps. 
HURRICANE: How would you 
characterize some of these things? 
Would the strategic situation of Sai­
gon being in III Corps be a major 
factor? 
DAVISON: That's certainly a 
point not without weight when 
you're trying to strike a balance on 
these things. 
HURRICANE: As chief of staff 
of the Army's Pacific Command and 
then of the U.S. Joint Pacific Com-



mand, you must have dealt with 
Vietnam all day long every day. 
This is your first tour here. Is it 
different from what you expected? 
DAVISON: No, not really, except 
I had absolutely no idea how damn 
busy I was going to be after I got 
here. In those two previous assign­
ments, l made a number of trips out 
here. I guess I was out here about 
every four to five months and so I 
had a pretty fair working knowledge 
of what was going on. I certainly 
didn' t have the sort of detailed 
knowledge that I have now acquired 
and am still acquiring and will con­
tinue to acquire. But I think that I 
had a pretty fair background against 
which to start working into my re­
sponsibilities as II Field Force com­
mander. 
HURRICANE: How do you find 

the American GI as a soldier in 
Vietnam? 
DAVISON: Well, I find him a 
pretty great guy by and large. Dur­
ing our Cambodia Operation, I 
spent a lmost every day in Cambodia 
and spent a lot of time talking to 
our men up there and it was in­
spirational to me. I always came 
away from it, number one, having 
learned something from the grunts 
because they can point out things to 
a general that are good for a general 
to know, and, secondly, I a lways 
came away from talking to them 
determined that I was going to work 
even harder in my responsibilities 
because they deserve every bit of 
support that we can give them. 
HURRICANE: Do they feel 
that they' re getting the support they 
deserve from the folks back home? 

DAVISON: No, not really. I 
guess there are three questions that 
I got the most from ta lking to them. 
One was at the beginning of the 
operation. Almost universally they 
wanted to know why we hadn't done 
this sooner. And the second question 
came up as the operation went on. 
They ·couldn't. understand why the 

. newspapers and magazines at home 
didn' t take a more sympathetic ap­
proach or a more appreciative ap­
proach to the danger and the d amn 
-hard work and the sacrifice that they 
were making out there in the jungles 
of Cambodia to scarf up a ll the 
enemy's supplies. And then the third 
thing they a lways asked me was: 
"What's the policy going to be on 
drops?" 

" The on ly judgm ent you can make is that they (Vietnamese troops ) have conducted highly effective military operations ." 
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U.S. 
Farces 

• ,n 
Cambodia 

I May~30 June 1970 

SLOWLY, THE SUN ROSE ON A NEW MONTH 
AND A NEW CAMBODIA. 

Once inviolable, broad expanses of Cambodian jungle 
now stretched open· i-v the cool dawn while thousands 
of American soldier~ prepared, in President Nixon's 
words, "to get at the heart of the trouble." 

In the wispy glow 'of early daylight, just where 
Vietnamese jungle ended and Cam~odian jungle began 
in the Fish Hook w.:i.s· a . matter for cartographers. All 
the average GI knew from months of experience was 
that there was an invisible line from which the enemy 
could assail but behind which he was himself unas­
sailable. Until May 1, 1970. 

Throughout the Vietnam War, the U. S. had strictly 
adhered to a policy that Cambodian soil was off-limits. 
However, the enemy had maintained a more self-serving 
course, using the untouchable Cambodian jungle as a 
vast sanctuary for troops . and supplies. Geography was 
half the Communists' advantage. . 

The western border of the III Corps Tacti<ml Zone 
( CTZ) is marked by two massive Cambodian salients, 
the Parrot's Beak to the· south and the Fish Hook 

,• farther north, each thrusting deep into Vietnam. 
. These geographical tumors had for years allow.ed 
tlae enemy to safely collect men and supplies in areas as 
close to Saigon, according to President Nixon, "as 
Baltimore is to :yvashington." They were used, for ex­
ample, as staging points for the Communist offensive 

st the capital during Tet of 1968. 
t, th~ situation was reaching a dan us level. 

iiit\mcrii;an troops were · hdrawing, ano 150,0Q0 
.promised n~ilti 9:p while North Vietnan:uise 

ei:l to p~ur south tnrough Laos and into 
sane.tuacies. 
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Tanks of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment 
rumble down a side road near M em ot, Cam­
bodia . 

In the meantime, the Communists had become 
embroiled in problems of their own. A now-hostile 
Cambodian government had shut off their main supply 
port of Sihanoukville and promised to at least make 
life difficult for Cambodian-based VC/NVA forces. The 
overthrow of the Cambodian government now became a 
Communist objective. · 

With the enemy thus distracted, the time might never 
again be more propitious for the · U. S. and South 
Vietnamese to wipe out the sanctuaries. 

Now May was dawning in Vietnam. In Washington 
it was still April 30th and President Nixon was prepar­
ing to lay before the nation the . alternatives America 
faced: 

"First, we can do nothing," he \,vould say, adding 
however: "Americans remaining 'in . Vietnam after our 
next withdrawal would be gravely threatened. 

"Our second option is to provide massive mi litary 
assistance to Cambodia ... Our third is to go to the 
heart of the trouble. That means cleaning out major 
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North Vietnamese and Viet Cong occupied sanctuaries." 
Final plans for the implementation of that "third 

alternative" were coordinated the day before at Quan 
Loi near the Cambodian border by L TG Michael Davi­
son, II Field Force commander, and staff officers from the 
participating units. Toan Than (Total Victory) 43 was 
scheduled for 7 a .m . the next morning, two hours before 
the President's address. 

In appearance, the initial U. S. thrust resembled a 
giant pincer, whose prongs would jab northward several 
miles apart into the underside of the Fish Hook. The 
ob jcctives- NV A Base Areas (BA) 352 and 353-had 
been softened in the pre-dawn hours by six B-52 strikes, 
heavy tactical air raids and artillery fire. Participating in 
the thrust were heliborne troops of the 1st Cavalry Divi­
sion (Airmobile ) and mechanized and armor units of the 
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, as well as elements of 
the ARVN Airborne Division. 

Before the units moved out, psychological operations 
aircraft dropped mi llions of leaflets alerting Cambodian 



civilians to possible danger and instructing them on how 
to avoid injury. 

As the operation continued beyond the border through 
the Fish Hook and towards Cambodian Highway 7, 
U.S. troops were pleasantly surprised at the lack of resis­
tance. 
"Beforehand, we were a ll psyched up for quite a bit 

of trouble," says Specialist 4 Dexter Steven, a Sheridan 
tank gunner with I Troop, 3rd Squadron, 11th Armored 
Cavalry. " But when we crossed over the border there just 
wasn ' t any." 

Apparently uneasy after South V ietnamese moves into 
the Parrot's Beak earlier, enemy units had decided the 
Fish Hook was no longer as secure an a rea as they once 
thought it to be. .. 

Colonel Donn A. Starry, commander of the 11th ACR, 
described the initia l thrust as "classic tank warfare," 
explaining that,"airmobile troops were inserted deep and 
we linked up with them with cavalry." 

Streaking through the Fish Hook, the 11th reached 

Cambodian highway 7 north of BA 353 and then liter­
a lly raced up the well-kept road northeast to Snoul 
where on May 4 it overwhelmed the first significant 
enemy resistance, killing 138 VC and NVA in the pro­
cess. 

Meanwhile, to tb.e east of the Snoul column, the 1st 
Battalion, 5th Cavalry was locating the first large enemy 
supply cache. Known later as The City, its population 
consisted of more than 1300 individual weapons, 136 

· heavy machine guns and mortar tubes, as well as more 
than two million rounds of various caliber ammunition. 

On May 6 , two · new initiatives were launched into 
Cambodia by U. S. forces-Toan Than (TT) 44and 45. 

TT 44 consisted ·of a move by the 1st Brigade of the 
25th Infantry Division into NV A BA 354 along the 
western border of Tay Ninh Province. This operation 
would last 8 days. 

TT 45 was initiated by elements of the 1st Cavalry 
Division into enemy BA 351 northeast of the Fish Hook 
and the results over the next seven weeks were some of 
the most spectacular cache finds of the entire Cambo­
dian incursion, among them Shakey's Hill and Rock 
Island East. ' 

After the drive of May 1st into the Fish Hook and 
the subsequent charge to Snoul, the operation "settled 
down" to the tedious task of hunting out enemy storage 
areas. 

The Cambodian campaign was unlike large-scale 
land offensives of other American wars. It was not a 
Normandy or a M~use-Argonne. Where possible, infantry 
land movement was avoided in favor of airmobile trans­
portation. Instead of a vast American front sweeping into 
Cambodia, the dense jungle terrain dictated that objec­
tive areas be peppered with fire support bases, each used 
as a center of operations by exploring infantry units, 
supported by artillery. 

"Perhaps it would be better to consider this as merely 
an extension of the existing search and seize area of 
operations," said Colonel Elmer Pendleton, assistant 
chief of staff for operations, II Field Force. 

"We established a network of fire support bases in 
areas of suspected enemy supply caches," he said. "After 
a fire support base was established, infantry units would 
be airlifted in." 

From there, Private First Class Michael Combs, 2nd 
Battalion, 5th Cavalry explained that, "we'd just go out 
and do our thing." 

The infantry's "thing" consisted of plodding through 
countryside often so dense that constant contact had to 
be maintained with an overhead helicopter just so a 
unit could find out where it was going. 

The discovery of The City was probably typical of 
the manner in which many of the cache finds were 
made. 

First sighted by a helicopter observer, The City was 
so well covered by thick jungle that it was detected only 
because the pilot was flying at nearly tree top level. The 
next day the 1 / 5th Cav was airlifted into the nearest fire 
support base, Terri Lynn, five miles to the north of what 
was then just a "suspected cache site." 

Arriving at the fire support base, elements of the unit 
deployed to the south and, after breaking through jungle, 
loca ted the mammoth cache the next day. 

However, it wasn't always th;:tt difficult. 
"In some instances, an enemy unit might use an 

identical process to hide all the caches in its area-a 
sort of standard operating procedure," said Colonel 
Pendleton. "All we had to do then was find one cache 
and we'd know how the rest would be hidden." 

For example, Colonel Pendleton says that one enemy 
unit used to hide its supplies under burned out houses, 
in the belief that no one would check there. 
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1S T A IR CAV 

1st A ir Cav sold ier · inspects a Co m m unist bunker in Base A rea 352 while fellow S kyt roopers keep a wary loo kout for 
enemy snipers. 

" M any ti mes they'd even , burn out the house them­
selves j ust to hide supplies underneath ," he says. 

As the days passed , it became appa rent through in­
telligence a nd refugee reports tha t one of the most fertile 
hunting a reas for enemy supplies might be NVA BA's 
350 and 35 1 northeast of the Fish H ook, north of Bu 
D op. T he d iscovery of Rock I sland East and Shakey's 
Hill were to dri ve thi s point home drama tically. 

Rock Island East, uncovered in the early part of May, 
yielded nearl y a thousand weapons . and four mill iqn 
rounds of am mu nition, as well as 2,200 tons of ri ce and 
tons of other ordnance a nd m echanii-'.a l supplies. 

Shakey' s Hill , discovered in la t ter M ay, produced a 
ha rvest of 170 tons of weapons arid munitions, includ­
ing 63 flamethrowP. rs, 32 mortars, and 100 m achine 
guns. 

Prior intelligence was invaluable in directing opera­
tions into a reas a t least close to sites.; 

" I mean they didn 't tell us: 'You 'll find 300 rifles be­
hind the green rock left of the purple rubber tree," as 
one II Field Force operations offic er put it. "But the 
in te ll igence people a t least got us into general a reas." 

During the midd le of M ay, the 25th Infantry Divi­
sion moved troops into two a reas west of the Fish Hook, 

12 

BA 707 on May 9 and BA 353 on M ay 15. 
In th ese initia tives, elements of the 25th located wha t 

is considered to have probably been the site of the 
Centra l Office for South Vietnam (C OSVN ) , the Com­
munist comm and post for the entire war. When Tropic 
Lightning troops moved in to the a rea, southwest of the 
town of M emot, it found an a wesome amount of records 
and documents, a lthough apparently higher ranking 
members of COSVN had fled shortly before. 

Ba ttles and sometimes wars have hinged on the 
capture of just a single document. The capture of 
what amounted to more than six and a ha lf tons of enemy 
documents is considered to have been a prize achieve­
ment of the entire Cambodi an operation . 

"The potentia l for intelligence here is gigantic," sa id 
C olonel C . F. M cKee, assistant chief of sta ff for intel-
ligence, II Field Force. · 

"Just one of these documents could conta in the key for 
the ma in points in the enem y's entire stra tegy. 

" We found ri ce receipts a nd payroll records going 
back years. These a lone, for example, have helped us 
determine how m any casualti es have been inflicted ." 

As the June 30 d eadline for American withdrawal 
approached, cache hunting progressed a t a feverish 



plows were requested. We put the 
plows out front, went in and cleared 
the area . 

"On May 29, the 199th made con­
tact again while investigating several 
caches east of M yron. They lost two 
men before pulling back. Again S-3 
requested the plows and we went in 
and secured the a rea." 

After 20 days in the cache laden 
Fish Hook region, military officia ls 
estima ted that only 30 percent of 
the sanctuary a reas had been un­
covered . There was doubt a ll the 
a reas could be searched before Presi­
dent Nixon's June 30 deadline for 
the withdrawal of American troops 
in Cambodia. R ealizing this, it was 
then decided to send land clearing 
units into the. Fish Hook a rea. 

According to Major Thomas .J. 
Kerver, assistant G-3, Plans, II Field 
Force, there was only specula tion as 
to wha t the results of the opera tion 
would be, but in his words, " We 
didn' t know wha t to expect, but we 
knew it would be something big." 

"Our objective in this opera tion 
was to gain entry into a ctive areas of 
the Fish Hook where enemy contact 
was heavy," M a jor K erver added . 
" We fe lt tha t by going in there we 
would run into heavy enem y ac ti­
vity," he said . 

The 60th Land Clearing Com­
p any, in tactica l support of C Com­
pany, 1st Squadron , 11th ACR was 
then sent south of Snoul in the Fish 
Hook region. Cutting began June 4. 
The 981-th joined them June 15 a fter 
completing their cut out a t Binh Son. 

According to M a jor K erver , the 
initia l plan was for the two units to 
sta rt severa l m iles inside Cambodia 
a nd cu t, in a Y pa ttern , toward the 
border, but due to the weather and 
the numerous amounts of sup plies un­
covered , the plan had to be a ltered . 

" We sta rted in the a reas we knew 
would be hot and then planned to 
,1·ork south near the border, but we 
ran into so much stuff, and the 
weather bogged down our tracks to 
the point where our progress was very 
slow," M a jor K erver sa id. "But of 
course in an operation like this, we 
m easure our success on what we 
find. " 

During the first severa l days of 
cutting resistance was light, but after 
the enemy had a chance to regroup, 
every day meant contact. During the 
opera tion , 56 sepa rate contacts were 
reported . 

As the withdrawal da te loomed 
closer a nd the mechanized units con­
tinued to plow into Communist ter­
ritory, a series of constan t ambushes 
plagued the opera tion. On one morn-

A column of R om e plo ws moves out 
of a night defensive position to a new 
area along the Cambo dian border. 





Behind the line, three bandaged men lay on stretchers 
smoking cigarettes and waiting to leave Cambodia. 

Two Cobras made deadly passes over the woodline. 
After their final run, a platoon dismounted and started 
across the stream, fi ring as they went. 

By now the men on the near side hac:i reached the 
cool shade of the hooches behind the bunkers. The 
enemy ha left but his simple trappings-cooking equip­
ment, a broom, clothes and a home made bamboo pipe, 
the tir;iy bowl coated with a sticky black residue. A small 
cauldron of warm, congealed rice rested on a well-used 
fireplace. The items were passed around and examined, 
ithe inte preters m ade knowing comments and even the 
scout og was given a sniff. It was quiet for a moment 
and tnen three scrawny chickens ran in the back and 
out the front door,followed shortly by three eager inter­
preters. Another interpreter, evidently confident of his 
friends' chicken-catching ability, scooped a basket of rice 
from one of the bags in a corner and gathered an armful 
of kindling from the stack near the fireplace. In less time 
that it takes to thaw a TV dinner, a chicken and rice 
lunch was served. 

Across the strea the firing had stopped. The enemy 
had fled and the men wer setting up security and rum­
maging through the an oned base camp. There was 
more to be discoverecl here--t legraph keys, commo 
wire, pigs and chickens 

One soldier held up a se · mg machine as he spoke: 
"Same bunkers we've been nding for months, but over 
here they' e got all t A eqwpment." 

A blue-gree eackr. ck was passed around. 
"Smell that thing-brand new." 
In all, eight bags of clothes were brought out, each 

about 40 or 50 pounds. Excitement and exhaustion 
mixed like the sweat and dirt as the cache was lined up. 
By midafternoon, a Chinook came in to Qackhaul the 
day's findings. Before half of it was loaded, though, the 
firing began again. The Hook climbed o -t of the small 
clearing, blowing rice through the trees Ii e a storm of 
hail stones. No damage was done; no enemy li'ngered. A 
few harassing shots and they were gone a aiu. Fires 
crackled in the hooches and, the men retYrnecl to their 
tracks. 

They went out much fas er an they came in, racing 
toward a rainbow in the ort!,i tliat stretched across .a 
split sky: blue in the east and grax in th west. Th~ first 
drops were as big as blobs of pamt, coming slowly and 
sparkling in the remaining sun. By the time they reached 
the battalion's night defensive position, the sky liad gone 
gray and the rain was steady, whipped sideways by a 
strong southwest wind. 

They sat wet in the cramped hull, watchin&,.tlre water.­
fall outside through th rear doo.r: and' talking over the 
roar of the rain. 

" ]j hope we stay here long enough for the mail to catch 
up." 

"Yeah, it's been four or five days now, at least. You 
think it will be like this every day-all that stuff? " 

Maybe. The st of the 5th found tons of rice in this 
area and all kinds of ammo. They think COSVN is 
around here-maybe we' ll find it. How'd you lik~ an 
NVA flag?" 

"That's all right, a small ticket home is all I want." 
The rain poured down even louder and now all of a 

sudden no one was talking. They just stared throu h the 
door at Cambodia. f 
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by Specialist 5 Ray Anderson 

THE DESIRED RESULT OF 
WAR, as in chess, is the calculated 
destruction of an opposing force. 
Instead of the contrasting squares of 
the chessboard there is the topog­
raphy of the battle area. Instead of 
playing pieces and their correspond­
ing moves, the manpower and fire­
power of the battleground: a rational 
progression of moves and strikes 
designed to produce war's check­
mate. 

But the battlefield is not an abso­
lute of 64 squares where the casual­
ties are bits of ivory and the only 
loss is mental anguish. Battles, unlike 
chess matches, involve human lives 
and are seldom fought in areas free 
of noncombatants. 

Allied intervention of Communist 
sanctuaries in Cambodia was no 
exception. Cambodian noncomba­
tants required protection. 

Allied air and artillery strikes 
had prepared the a rea for troop 
insertion, but inadvertently left many 
people homeless. Memot, a pastoral 
area in Cambodia's Fish Hook region 
surrounded by rubber trees and clus­
ters of yellowing French buildings, 
became the move's focal point. Palm­
lined roads coverging as its center 
brought hundreds of forlorn sarong­
clad Cambodians. Those that couldn't 
be moved by Chinook, slick, Caribou, 
or truck had to walk, carrying pre­
cious burdens of children and 
utilitarian goods. 

Immediate action was necessary, 
and men in the 16 platoons of the 
2nd Civil Affairs Company were 
charged with the responsibility for 
the care and control of the dislo­
cated. Lieutenant Colonel Harold 
Madden, 2nd CA Company Com­
mander, explained, "Our original 
objective was to leave the Cam­
bodians where they were, and bring 
the needed food and other supplies 
to them." 

The combined problems of tactical 
operations and refugee movement 
eliminated that possibility, and, as 
Colonel Madden quickly added, 
"Our primary mission became help 
for those affected one way or another 
by our military operations." 

Special teams were created and 
attached to tactical units-1st Cav­
alry Division ( Airmobile), 11th 
Armored Cavalry Regiment, and 
25th Infantry Division-near the 
Cambodian border. From these rear 
areas more than 50 company members 
went forward to locate and treat 

For the young and old alike-a long 
wait to return home in Cambodia . 



MANCUS I 

With their m eager possessions, Cambodian refugees wait for processing at a roadsid e chec kp oint . D isplace d persons were oft en 
injured moving through form erly secure areas . 

injured civilians, assist with inter­
pretation, coordinate the efforts of 
local milita ry units anq the Govern­
ment of Vietnam's ministry of Social 
Welfare, a nd also coordinate the dis­
tribution of captured rice. 

First Lieutenant Dennis A. 
Levesque was one of those fifty. The 
Amesbury, Mass., native was attach­
ed to the 3rd Brigade, 1st Cav, and 
worked out of Fire Support Base 
Terry Lynn, where Allied airstrikes 
and operations had terrified many of 
the local people. 

In the village of Xa Nua a few 
miles down Highway 7, Lieutenant 
Levesque said, "They left everything 
behind them, with the probable ex­
ception of food to last them a few 
days . It was like entering a ghost 
town!" The most frightening aspect 
of this evacuation to many was the 
possibility of killing innocent civilians 
wandering aimlessly about Cambo­
dia's previously serene forests. 

Life came to a complete stand­
still: no market, school, or institu­
tion associated with a viable 
community was operating. There­
fore, team members like Lieutenant 
Levesque spent most of their time 
going to villages for MEDCAPs, 
checking for future sites, planning 

future operations, a nd demonstrat­
ing to the confused, frightened 
Cambodia ns that the milita ry might 
they were witnessing was not direct­
ed at them. The task was made con­
siderably easier by the infantrymen 
of the 3rd Brigade, who, Lieutenant 
Levesque said, "Have rea lly taken 
this program to heart. It's been a 
real as~et having them play with 
children, smile a t old people, and 
pass out candy." 

But smiles and candy won' t repair 
physical damage. Approximately 100 
meters south of the fire support base 
on Highway 7, a cluster of thatched­
roof huts illustrated another pro­
blem. Six charred pillars were all 
that remained .of one house, a poig­
nant reminder of a passing gunship. 

Captain Sam Short of the 1st Bat­
talion, 5th Cavalry, Lieutenant 
Levesque and Cambodian inter­
preters brought relief to the occu­
pants of the charred homes. The 
young widow and mother of three 
greeted everyone with a shy grin and 
gratefully accepted bags of rice, vege­
tables, chickens, and a confiscated 
bicycle. Her apparent cheer typified 
the attitudes of the many natives 
who have overcome fright when 
shown a little kindness. 

T he da ily MEDCAP provided an­
o ther step in the right direction. By 
1100n the same day, the previously 
deserted asphalt Highway 7 was fill­
ed with bikes, oxcarts, and conven­
tiona l leg power- people on their 
way to a magical cure for a variety 
of a ilments : boils, infected cuts, a 
case of tuberculosis. Some of the curi­
ous were simply waiting to get a clean 
band-a id to show admiring neigh­
bors. The psychology of mutual trust 
was working. The morning's solemn, 
wary looks were replaced by grins 
a nd occasiona l laughter. An elderly 
man ba red his betel-covered teeth in 
unabashed joy after receiving a box 
of li corice for enduring the dis­
comfort of a shot . 

T he moment 's laughter did little, 
however, to mollify many of the dis­
traught peasants . An interpreter indi­
ca ted that although the North Viet­
namese and Viet Cong frequently 
used the highway and purchased 
rice, they had not bothered the 
na tives. 

One particular hamlet chief was 
so upset he had his people pack 
enough food and belongings for a 
lengthy trip to their former hamlet 
some 100 miles south. Said one civil 
affa irs officer: "There is nothing we 
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can do but explain that it is to their 
advantage to stay where they are. 
Once they move we are in no posi­
tion to assist them or protect them 
from airstrikes and enemy terror-
. " ism. 

Others overcame their initial 
fright and returned home after a 
little coaxing from friends and rela­
tives or aid from the Americans .. 
Lieutenant Levesque explained, 
"Everything with no military signifi­
cance is returned to the Cambo­
dians." 

Those people near Fire Support 
Base Terry Lynn were relatively 
happy, secure, and well-supplied. 
Those near Memot, Snoul and Svay 
Rieng weren't as lucky. 

An Loe, a small hamlet 70 miles 
north of Saigon, became home for 
more than 1,000 of these unfortu­
nates. On the evening of May 2, 
Captain Peter C. Dinklage, Com­
mander of the 10th Platoon, 2nd 
Civil Affairs Company in An Loe was 
told to expect a "couple hundred 
refugees." 

Preparations were hurriedly made 
in coordination with the Vietnamese 
Social Welfare Ministry and Binh 
Long Province Refugee Advisor Jerry 
Roebuck to house the displaced 
Cambodians in An Loc's Montagnard 
Boarding School. Unit B33 of the . 
5th Special Forces Group provided 
medical assrstance and sanitary facil­
ities for the two-and-a-half-acre com­
pound near the hamlet's center. 

Everyone was more or less prepar­
ed for the refugees' arrival. Captain 
Dinklage waited at Hon Quan's 
small airstrip that evening to guide 
the in-bound Chinooks. When the 
dust had settled shortly after mid­
night, a grand total of 506 people 
had disembarked from the eight 
cargo helicopters. So began the 
refugee center's brief but excit­
ing history. In less than one week 
the population had swollen to over 
800, and promised to reach 1,000 as 
more Cambodians were brought from 
camps near Tay Ninh and Go .Dau 
Ha, where most of the refugees were 
Vietnamese. 

The crowded camp residents were 
taking the confusion with a grea_t 
deal of composure and Oriental pa•~ 
tience. Although somewhat bewilder­
ed by the sudden environmental 
change they appeared quite happy. 
People were sleeping in and beneath 
the long white clapboard buildings. 
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The whitewash, l~ng decayed, bore 
the fingerprints of countless children 
who had previously used the struc­
tures as classrooms. Soot clung to 
the rafters and seeped through the 
loose floor planking as they built 
cooking fires from scraps of wood 
and ammunition boxes, their affable 
expressions ra rely changing. Addi­
tional living space was created from 
three large Army tents donated by 
one of the nea rby units. People with 
rakes, picks, and shovels did their 
best to make the three tents liveable. 
The facilities they were living in 
were temporary as best, and there 
were increasing signs of unrest among 
both the Cambodians and the An 
Loe natives. Lieutenant Don Ellen 
of the 10th Platoon summarily an­
swered, "We don' t know how long 
they are going to be here." Finding 
the solution didn't take too long. The 
camp had been operating for ap­
proximately four weeks when its 
operators were told to begin moving 
the refugees back. "It's a real 
switcher," Major Robert Wolff, 2nd 
CA executive officer, said. 

Many of the camp's tenants were 
wandering around one of the white­
washed classrooms where inter­
preters and civil affairs people were 
attempting to coordinate Cambo­
dians with paperwork. They were 
waiting for final processing instruc­
tions before returning to their home 
deep within the Fish Hook. The re­
quired three interpreters made the 
job more difficult as each family was 
photographed, fingerprinted, and is­
sued a safe conduct pass. 

Colonel Madden explained the 
magnitude of the problem. "We have 
to make them understand tha t they 
could run into automatic ambushes 
or worse during the hours of dark­
ness." T herefore, the only restriction 
imposed on the returnees was a man­
datory sunset to sunrise curfew. 
Coordinating with mililary units 
operating in Cambodia, especially 
AiZ VN, proved to be another prob­
lem. "We can' t drop them into an 
area without the cooperation of the 
military unit because that would 
endanger their lives," he continued. 

Gathering their worldly belong­
ings and food supplements of rice, 
rolled oats, fish, oil, and a high pro­
tein. substance donated by the people 
of the U nited Sta tes, the refugees 
boarded two-and-a-half-ton trucks 
waiting to bring them to the a irport. 

Otters frc'.im the" Big D addy" 
Utility Airplane Company rested 
on the red dust and gravel sur­
face like giant drab sparrows as 
their crews packed the innards with 
food, cooking utensils, mats, and 
weary people. The five Otters, mak­
ing a total of 20 sorties that first day, 
returned 182 Cambodians. During the 
following days, a total of 777 were 
returned to the lush green airstrip 
at Memot. Some had been taken 
from hamlets 16 kilometers from the 
runway, but these had relatives 
aware of their return who had come 
in oxcarts to bring them back. The 
occasion became rather festive as the 
refugees were greeted by neighbors 
and relatives in the manner of long­
lost friends . 

Those still remaining in An . Loe 
were speedily processed. The 51 tha t 
had come from the refugee camp a t 
Tay Ninh were returned to the Cam­
bodian border near Highway 1. 



Transportation expenses were paid by 
the Cambodian government while 
security was provided by the Viet­
namese National Police. 

The Birih Long Province Chief 
invited 10 Cambodians to remain in 
Vietnam wher.e they will be given 
jobs. The camp's remaining 163 peo­
ple were identifi¢d as ethnic Viet­
namese, and remained in Vietnam 
at their own request. They will be 
resettled in III and IV Corps. 

One month after the action be­
gan, over 1,000 Cambodians had 
been resettled with little or no harm. 
It was the first chance many mem­
bers of the 2nd Civil Affairs Com­
pany had to · breath a sign of relief. 
Now "all" they had to do was 
make sure those resettled around 
Memot were in good health and 
adequately cared for, a job which 
was not completed for many months. 

' As contested areas of Cambodia reverted to government control, refugees returned 
to their homes. Flights were arranged for those traveling long distances (above), 
others chose to return to close-by areas. on foo t. 
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d,.ents and photographers. Often traveling with 
spearhead units, these men recorded the events 
of the sixty-day incursion into the previously 

unassailable borderlands. Presented here, through 
the efforts of a few of these reporters, is a photo­
journal of those eventful two months ... 





I 
I 

along the Ill Corps Tactical Zone (CTZ) bound­
aries. 

4. U. S. mechanized forces moved rapidly in 
the initial days of the Cambodian Operation, 
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Returning troops of the U.S. 
25th Infantry Division "pop 
smoke" as they pass a border 
marker designating the 
boundary between Cambodia 
and Vietnam. 
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Flight from Oppression 

The Search for a 

by Specialist 4 Tim McGovern 

MOST OF US HERE IN VIETNAM think often of 
returning home. But how pleasant would going home be 
if there were no home waiting? This was the question 
which plagued tens of thousands of ethnic Vietnamese who 
opted to return to the uncertainty of life in Vietnam 
rather than face the terrors of flaring war in Cambodia. 

Ever since Vietnamese villages and hamlets became 
the focal point of the conflict in V ietnam, thousands of 
Vietnamese families have abandoned their homes in con­
tested areas and sought refuge in camps set up by the 
Government of Vietnam for that purpose. Many Vietna­
mese simply gathered their possessions and fled to 
Cambodia to wait out the struggle. Other ethnic 
Vietnamese lived in the fertile · ricelands west of Viet­
nam's III and IV Corps for generations before the 
1954 Geneva Accords designated tl;ia t area as Cambodia. 

Recently, however, due to increased Communist 
activity in Cambodia and the .resulta nt fear of all 
Vietnamese by the Cambodians and subsequent intimida­
tion of some ethnic Vietnamese, they sought refuge in 
South Vietnam. 

The May-June Allied incursion into Cambodia opened 
the door into South Vietnam for ·the refugees and the 
exodus began. 

The great influx of refugees presented a prodigious 
challenge to the refugee program of the Republic 
of Vietnam. Upwards of 80,000 people have sought 
refuge in their homeland. The homeland has responded 
splendidly. 

In III Corps, Tay Ninh Province, which shares more 
of the Cambodian border than any other South Viet­
namese province, absorbed the greatest portion of the 
refugees. 

The central figure of the effort, however, was Tay 
Ninh Province Chief Lieutenant Colonel Le Van Thien 
who, as observers noted, played a major role in the direc­
tion and execution of the relief effort. The colonel dis­
played deep concern for the welfare of the refugees at 
Phuoc Dien and became persona lly involved in the 
conduct of the operation. He was a frequent visitor to 
the camp. . 

From the first days, Phuoc Dien refugee camp, located 
just southwest of Tay Ninh, was a bustle of activity with 
refugees pouring in at the rate of · more than 800 some 
days. During the first week of May, a total of 1,130 
families (5,642 people) flooded into Phuoc Dien, most 
arriving with ARVN convoys returning from Svay 
Rieng, 30 miles inside Cambodia. The AR VN trucks 
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had taken troops and supplies· into the city and found 
the multitude of Vietnamese there desiring repatria­
tion. 

Until that time, most of the refugees were those who 
had fled from rural areas in the Parrot's Beak, for the 
most part individuals who had lived in Cambodia only 
in recent years. ARYN operations in Carribodia during 
April were responsible for this early exodus. Of 1,417 
refugees received at An Thanh between March 28 and 
May 2, only 135 were males, indicating to province of­
ficials that much of the male population in Cambodia 
was working with Communist elements, either willingly 
or unwillingly. Refugee women said later that their 
husbands and sons had been taken from them and were 
forced to assist in transporting materials for the Viet 
Cong. 

By May 23, the total at Phuoc Dien h!d swollen to 
17,340. And on May 26 another 198 families (1,040 

people) arrived from the Chup Rubber Plantation in 
Cambodia. By May 30, 18,405 refugees had been re­
ceived, including 3,460 men, 4,749 women and 10,196 
children. The total rose above 20,000 by the first week 
in June and topped 24,000 by Independence Day. 

In the province, the first reports of refugees cross­
ing the border were received on March 25 when 30 
refugees were reported to be a t the border station on 
Highway 1. On March 27, Lieutenant Colonel Thien, 
called a meeting to discuss the Cambodian situation and 
r:amed a delegation .fo visit the proposed reception sites 
in Hieu Thien Di~trict. As a result of this inspection, the 
first processing station was established March 28 at An 
Thanh in Hieu Thien District with a total of 51 people 
in camp the first 'day of operation, under control of the 
National Police. 

From this beginning, the province mounted one of the 
smoothest and most effectively run relief operations ever 

Processing centers were quickly established in Tay Ninh Province to coordinate the tremendous influx of ethnic Vietnamese 
who fled a growing Communist menace in Cambodia. 
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Carrying th eir homes with them, Vietnamese refugees from Cambodia wait in temporary shelters for relocation in South Vietnam. 

seen in Vietnam, and one completely organized and 
directed by the Vietnamese province officials. 

The committees appointed by ·the province chief to 
operate first the reception camp at An Thanh and later 
ar,other camp at Phuoc Diep, brought to bear a co­
ordinated effort of major provincial' services: social 
"·elf are, health, and Rural Development Cadre; Viet­
namese Information Service, National Police, public 
,1·orks, Phoenix program, ARYN . and Regional Force 
personnel. All provided the support and services neces­
sary to conduct a systematic relief effort of a magnitude 
hitherto unkno,1·n. . 

Further support ,1·as received from a wide range of 
private organizations including Sa igon University stu­
dent groups ; the Vietnamese Red Cross, Saigon and 
Tay Ninh chapters; the Boy Scouts ; various local high 
school student groups; and Cao Dai-, Catholic and 
Buddhist relief associations. These volunteer groups con­
tributed labor, money and foodstuffs. 

The organization and execution of the relief effort by 
Vietnamese officials and organizations was nothing short 
of monumental. And a Vietnamese effort it \\'as. Ameri­
can assistance "·as necessary only in limited amounts. 

John C. Burmahln , Civil Operati<;ms and Rural Devel­
opment Support (CORDS ) refilgee adviser for Tay 
Ninh Province, and ubiquitous · visitor to Phuoc Dien, 
lauded the relief effort: 

"The Vietnamese have responded · with a great deal of 
initiative and organization and, under; the leadership of 
the province chief, have appointed very capable com­
mittees to handle the reception· of refugees. _ U. S. in­
volvement has included only limited transportation, 
emergency water supply points, water trailers and dona~ 
tions of captured rice." 
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Johannes Hoeber, director of the refugee division of 
the United States Agency for International Develop­
ment (USAID), echoed Burmahln's praise of the effort. 

"I've seen over 200 refugee camps in Vietnam and 
I'll hav~ to say this looks like a model operation. It's 
most encouraging to see the work being done by the 
Vietnamese themselves." 

III Corps Refugee Representative Charles W. Browne 
Jr. also extolled the conduct of the operation: 

"It's outstanding. No question about that. I'm always 
amazed at how competent the Vietnamese officials a re." 

The seven committees established at Phuoc Dien 
handled every phase of the processing, care, feeding and 
protection of the multitude of refugees. 

The receiving committee greeted the incoming refu­
gees, administered to their immediate needs, logged 
them on record sheets, began administrative procedures 
and, through Rural Development Cadre, secured living 
accommodations for them. These consisted mainly of 1 79 
empty rooms in shacks and 202 impromptu tents hastily 
erected . 

The relief committee provided food: four kilograms 
of rice per individual, three to five dried fish per family 
each day and milk when available. Thirty-gallon water 
cans, sleeping mats and blankets also were distributed by 
the relief committee. 

The health committee was responsible for medical 
assistance to sick or injured refugees. A major project 
was innoculating all of them against cholera and plague. 
Seriously injured or ill refugees were treated a t Tay 
Ninh East Hospital. 

The security section, comprised of National. Police 
and Regional and Popular Forces, provided 24-hour 
security around the camp. 



A psycological operations team, including Viet­
namese Information Service personnel and Rural Devel­
opment Cadre, accomplished a num~er of services for 
the refugees including locating friends and relatives in 
Vietnam and sponsoring entertainment at the camp. 

Donations from private organizations and religious 
denominations were distributed to the refugees by the 
receiving committee. 

The most notable committee was the clearance sec­
tion. The National Police conducted a comprehensive 
investigation of all persons admitted to Phuoc Dien. 
Police clearance had to be obtained before a refugee 
could leave the camp. Everyone 15 years of age and 
older was required to complete· a certified biography. 
After fingerprints were taken, an ID card and certificate 
were issued each individual. 

Early in May, the police were processing 600 to 800 
refugees every day. 

According to Burmahln, "The National Police have 
done an exceptionally fine job in processing these people. 
And we in the province realize that the relief effort is 
helped greatly when the people are kept in the camp the 
shortest period of time possible." 

Once police clearance was obtained, refugees could 
leave the camp by military vehicle, wi,th the assistance of 
a religious group, with relatives or on their own. 

Many of the refugees, however, had nowhere to go 

died in that period. 

and remained at Phuoc Dien. But at least they have found 
a brief respite from terror, a period of safety, a day-to­
day existence free from the fear that the war will engulf 
them at any moment. This was all most of them asked. 

This is easily understood having heard the harrowing 
tales of life in Car;nbodia and daily harassment by Viet 
Cong and NV A troops. 

One mother of seven said her husband and three 
sons were taken by the VC and forced to assist in the 
transportation of war materials. She and her four 
daughters arrived at · Phuoc Dien with little hope of 
seeing the father aod ·brothers again. 

The Cambodians,with an ethnic dislike for all Viet­
namese and under the pressure of recent warfare, also 
were responsible for some acts against non-combatants. 
Not able to distinguish Vietnamese nationals from Viet 
Cong, the Cambodians intimidated all Vietnamese in the 
early days of conflict in Cambodia. 

At Phuoc Dien, work continued even beyond the 
major two-month Allied thrust. Refugees arrived daily, 
though in much smaller numbers. But they were leaving 
Phuoc Dien in greater numbers. Leaving to uncertain 
futures, true, but also leaving with renewed hope of find­
ing a place to call their own. This was a hope which 
had been cultivated at Phuoc Dien by the Vietnamese 
workers. -It certainly w_asn't in the refugees' tired, despe­
rate eyes when they came there. f 

hospital. THE SIGHT OF A WAR RE­
FUGEE with . everything he owns 
strapped to his back hurriedly escap­
ing a combat region is a sad one. The 
sight of a wounded refugee lying 
near death in a Vietnamese hospital is 
sadder. Especially when the refugee 
is a three year old girl, totally un­
familiar with the ideological dif­
ferences which lead men to war, but 
who abruptly becomes a victim of 
its most savage aspect. 

The hospital has an overall capac­
ity for 316 patients. During the ref­
ugee infiux peak, two and three pa­
tients were sharing some of the beds, 
Two temporary tents were set up to 
handle still more patients. 

The hospital staff has received 
little recognition for the outstanding 
feat they have accomplished. But, 

· then, they hauen't had much time . 
for collecting bouquets. 

The thanks they get, and most 
want, are the happy tears of mothers 
who have seen their children return­
ed from death's door to them by the 
Philippine doctors. f 

The less seriously in ju red or ill of 
the refugees had been cared for at 
refugee centers. The seriously wound­
ed or ill were delivered into the 
capable, if overworked, hands of the 
10th Philippine Contingent Team 
at Tay Ninh Hospital. During May, 
I 71 refugees were admitted to the 
hospital from the war-ravaged Cam­
bodian theatre. Of those, 112 were 
ethnic Cambodians. 

Under the direction of Doctor 
Nguyen Cong Ty, the Philippine 
medical crew, consisting of four 
doctors, four nurses and !ix medics, 
worked around the clock in cramped 
conditions in a heroic Zif e-saving 
effort. One-hundred and sixty three 
refugees survived. 

The 10th Philcon Team con­
sisted of Doctors Lazaro R. Cristobal, 
Hector Garcia, Valentin Ecalnir and 
Ben V alerosa. 

During the team's year in Viet­
nam, ending last April, a total of 
10,835 operations were perform_ed 
by the team and only 70 patients 

The Philcon team also provided 
food and some shelter for the f ami­
lies of many of the refugees ·• who 
maintained a 24-hour vigil at the 

Anxious mothers await treatment for their children at the 10th Phillipine Con­
tingent Team dispensary in Tay Ninh. 
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Land Clearing 
Team 
Rome Plows on the Border 

by Specialist 4 Dave Massey 

FOR THE MEN WHO ARE 
FIGHTING THE WAR IN VIET­
NAM from the cab of a Rome plow · 
bulldozer , the work day begins a t 
dawn and often ends sometime after 
midnight. Temperatures inside the 
cabs reach 130 degrees; red ants; 
which nest in the trees, sometimes 
make working almost impossible be­
cause of their painful bite; dust 
clings to their sweaty, unshaven 
faces and snipers make sudden dea th 
a constant companion. But the plow 
operators of a land clearing com­
pany are experts and take pride in 
their job. 

They have been referred to as, 
"The grubbiest bunch I've ever 
seen," by First Lieutenant Norman 
Parker, platoon leader, 60th Land 
Clearing Company, 62nd Engineer 
Battalion based at Long Binh. They 
don' t wear shirts because it's mur­
derously hot under the flak jackets 
they must wear for protection against 
exploding mines and rocket propel­
led grenades ( RPG's) . When they 
can get away with it, they don't wear 
boots or socks. 

"We don't have time to worry 
about how we look," said Specialist 
Richard Davis, plow operator for the 
60th. "Sometimes we work 18 to 
20 hours a day." 

The Rome plow is a custom design­
ed blade built by the Rome Plow 
Company of Cedartown, Georgia, and 
used on the powerfu l D7E bulldozer, 
organic to engineer uni ts. It is 
referred to as a blade because it 
actually has a cutting edge which 
is sharpened dai ly. The b lade is 
"canted" to the right and ·there is 
a heavy guide bar about three feet 
above the blade. T he diagonal cant 
and the guide bar cause the trees 
and brush that are cut to fall off to 

the right' of the dozer. . 
A land clearing company consists 

of 30 Rome plows and approximate­
ly · 100 men, including operators, 
m aintenance men, NCO's and of­
ficers. The teams receive rations and 
security . from the tactical units they 
support. They may be deployed in 
any number from a single plow to the 
enti_re company, depending on the 
size and priority of the operation. 

Before the decision to send troops 
into Cambodia was made, the 60th 
Land Clearing Company was operat­
ing in the Michelin Rubber region 
near Minh Than, clearing vast tracts 
of jungle in an area of repeated 
enemy activity. By removing the 
dense cover, they were denying its 
use to the Communists. The 984th, 
a lso a unit of the 62nd Engineer 
Battalion, was involved in a similar 
operation at Binh Son in support of 
the Thai's. 

E lements of these Rome plow 
units moved into Cambodia May 3, 
two days after the first American 
troops crossed the border. A platoon 
of the 60th, led by Lt. Parker, was 
called in to open roads to the cache 
sites The City and Rock Island 
East. 

Lieutenant Parker was proud of 
his men as he explained their mis­
sion during May. They were among 
the first to arrive in Cambodia, and 
with five plows they completed a 
company - size task. 

"Our job was to make the cache 
sites accessible by improving or 
widening any trails or roads we 
found," Lt. Parker said, "but in 
several cases when the infantry 
couldn' t go in , the plows wou ld. 

"On May 16, B Company, 199th 
Light Infantry Brigade was pinned 
down south of Fire Support Base 
(FSB) Myron. T hey found a bunker 
complex but couldn't get in because 
of heavy enemy contact, so the Rome 
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plows were requested . We put the 
plows out front , went in and cleared 
the a rea. 

"On M ay 29, the 199th made con­
tact again while investiga ting several 
caches east of Myron. They lost two 
men before pulling back. Again S-3 
requested the plows and we went in 
and secured the a rea." 

After 20 days in the cache laden 
Fish Hook region , military officials 
estima ted tha t only 30 percent of 
the sanctuary areas had been un­
covered. There was doubt a ll the 
areas could be searched before Presi­
dent Nixon's June 30 deadline for 
the withdrawal of American troops 
in Cambodia. Realizing this, it was 
then decided to send land clearing 
units into the. Fish Hook area. 

According to Major Thomas J. 
K erver, assistant G-3, Plans, II Field 
Force, there was only specu la tion as 
to what the resu lts of the operation 
would be, but in his words, "We 
didn ' t know wha t to expect, but we 
knew it would be something big." 

"Our objective in this operation 
vvas to gain en try into active a reas of 
the Fish Hook where enemy contact 
was heavy," Major K erver added. 
" We felt tha t by going in there we 
wo uld run into heavy enemy acti­
vity," he said . 

T he 60th Land Clearing Com­
p any, in tactical support of C Com­
p any, 1st Squadron, 11th ACR was 
then sent south of Snoul in the Fish 
Hook region. Cutting began June 4. 
The 984th joined them June 15 after 
completing their cu t out a t Binh Son. 

According to Major Kerver, the 
initi a l plan was for the two units to 
sta rt several miles inside Cambodia 
a nd cut, in a Y pattern , toward the 
bord er, but clue to the weather and 
the numerous amounts of supplies un­
covered, the p lan had to be a ltered. 

" We started in the a reas we knew 
wou ld be hot and then planned to 
work south near the border , but we 
ran into so much stuff, and the 
weather bogged clown our tracks to 
the point where our progress was very 
slow," Major K erver said. " But of 
course in an operation like this, we 
m easure our success on wha t we 
find." 

During the first several days of 
cutting resistance was light, but after 
the enemy had a chance to regroup, 
every clay meant contact. During the 
operation, 56 separate contac ts were 
reported. 

As the withdrawal date loomed 
closer and the mechanized units con­
tinued to plow into Communist ter­
ritory, a series of constant ambushes 
p lagued the op era tion . On one morn-

A column of Rome plows m oues out 
of a night defensive position to a new 
area along the Cambodian border. 



mg minutes after the cutting began, 
the NV A hit five sepa ra te elements 
of the 11th ACR simultaneously­
two fire support bases and three units 
on the road. 

Another unit was hit seven times 
on the same day running escort for 
the Rome plows. So elusive was 
th P. P.nP.my that officers specula ted 
all seven attacks could have been 
made by the same NV A soldiers. 

The opera tion began June 4 a nd 
terminated June 24 after 1,694 acres 
had been cut. Commenting on the 
unit's accomplishments, M a jor K erver 
said, " R esults of the operation will 
be measured at a la ter d a te . We 
don't know how much dam age we 
did- we did limit the enemy's capa­
bilities but the extent of damage a nd 
destruction is difficult to measure a t 
thi s point. " 

The supplies uncovered included 
X-ray equipment, plasma, antibi­
otics, surgical equipment and mor­
phine. Also . found were water 
purifica tion and malaria ta blets, vita ­
mins, two printing presses, 44 bicy­
cles and 200 pounds of documents. 

The cutting also uncovered com­
munica tions equipment, small a rms, 
a utoma tic weapons, rocket la unch­
ers, 10,000 rounds of va rious ca liber 
sma ll a rms ammunition and 500 
morta r rounds. 

M a jor Kerver felt the high con­
tac t ra te was a good indication the 
opera tion was headed in the right 
direction , but there wasn ' t enough 
time to complete the job. 

If the results of the accumula ted 
documents show the opera tion was a 
success, the plow operators will have 
a right to be proud. Even though the 
mission was plagued with ambushes 
and · mortar attacks, the men were 
glad for the chance to rip into the 
sanctua ries that had been off-limits 
for so long. 

They feel they have a unique job 
and they like to ta lk about it. They 
know their mission is important and 
the consequences of a second rate 
job a re costly. 

" I have been in a lot of bad situa­
tions," commented Specia list Mi­
chael Bulceco, operator from the 
60th, but the worst thing is operat­
ing lead plow. 

"You can ' t see where you're going 
and you have to rel y on the light 
observation helicopter for direction. 
You 're out front by yourself and you 
know if there 's an ambush you ' ll he 
t1,e first one hit," Bulceco added. 
" It's really weird " 

Several times when a cache or 
bunker is found, operators a re order­
ed to go on dismount a nd assist in 
checking them out: 

" We had been in the Fish Hook 
about 10 days," Bulceco said . " We 
found a bunker about 30 meters off 

Sheridan tanks and armored personnel carriers of th e 11th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment provide security for Rome plo w operations. 

t he trail. U sua lly opera tors aren ' t 
ordered to go on dismount but 
this time I was. Along with a radio 
man, we went to check out the 
bunker. When we got there, vve ran 
into a NV A soldier. For a second he 
just stared at us, and then he raised 
his rifle. The radio man hit the dirt 
just as the soldier v\·as a iming. In 
that split second my whole life flash­
ed in front of m e. I thought I \\·as a 
goner, but his wea pon misfired and 
he ran off. I guess I was just lucky." 

Another fear the opera tors m us t 
contend with is RPG's. They a re 
launched from a bazooka-like device 
held by one m an. It can go through 
the cab of a Rome plow. 

"They come from the jungle and 
you never see Cha rli e," said Specia­
list Richard Wentworth , a plO\\' 
mechanic. "You feel helpless. If there 
is an ambush , we a re supposed to 
drop back so the security can move 
in, but a lot of times we a re blocked 
by trees or stumps and we're forced 
to stay in the line of fire. " 

Not unti l the men head back to 
their night defensive position (NDP ) 
do they feel the pressure ease off. 

"It's a lways good get to back to the 
NDP," said Wentworth, " but we sti ll 
have a lot of work left. Sometimes 
we pull maintenance until 3: 00 in 
the morning. We work a ll day and 
then we have to work a ll night to get 
the dozers ready for the next day." 

T he men know Lli e plows must be 
kept in working condition to com­
p lete their mission. This means sha r­
·pening the blades changing the oil 
a nd cleaning the m achines da ily. 
According to Major Willi am A. 
H oka nson, S-3, 62nd Engineer Ba t­
ta lion, each plow requi res 60 to 70 
ga llons of gas and 70 ga llons of wa ter 
da ily. 

After the m en return to the ND P, 
they can look forward to hot chow, 
mail and a co ld beer. But a fter severa l 
hours of relaxation , it's back to 
work. If they aren' t on the machines 
or welding a blade tha t has been 
destroyed by a land mine, they can 
be found filling sand bags, cleaning 
weapons or double checking their 
d efenses . Some have time for writing 
letters, w hile others sit and sta re 
blindly into the jungle wondering 
wh a t C harli e has in mind. 

Man y times they must fi ght as in­
fantr ymen a nd not as mechanics or 
tracto r dri vers. There's no discipline 
problem , they look out for each 
other. PIO\vs have names like "The 
Li ving Encl" or " H ey Jude" and 
" The Iron Coffin." They don ' t have 
to worry about their ha ir being a 
inch too long or if they shave every 
d ay. They' re Jungle Ea ters and 
they're proud of that name. They 
ea rned it. 
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South Vietna111ese 

Forces in 

Ca111bodia 
Standing Alane and Winning 

SKIFFl~G T ON 



by Specialist 4 John Perry 

EVEN AS U.S. TROOPS PREPARED TO STRIKE 
COMMUNIST BASE AREAS and border sanctuaries 
across the Cambodian border in late April, more than 
21 ,000 soldiers of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
were engaging concentrations of Viet Cong and North 
Vietnamese Army (NVA) troops on the other side of 
the frontier. . 

The South Vietnamese push into Cambodia had been 
conceived as a tota lly ARYN operation. To be sure, 
there were aspects of a crusade, with 500,000 Vietnamese 
civilians inside Cambodia to be secured and repatriated. 

American forces were anxious to retaliate against an 
enemy that had challenged them with hit-and-run tactics 
from the very beginning of the U. S. involvement in 
Vietnam and, at the same time, eliminate the base areas 
a long the border from which the operations had been 
launched. 

However, the U. S. troops operating in Cambodia 
were limited by a second boundary established by pre­
sidential order that limited their advance to 21.7 miles 
across the border. 

AR VN troops knew no such boundaries, sweeping 
through the skies in Al Skyraiders, up the Mekong River 
with a flotilla of 70 gunships and across the broad 
Cari:bodian plains with tanks and a rmored personnel 
earners. 

Combat operations were forbidden within three miles 
of Phnom Penh, but even in the capital itself an ARYN 
command post had been established in the storied Hotel 
Royale. 

Eventually, the ARYN strength grew to 40,000 while 
the American force-never more than 30,000-shrank 
daily as President Nixon's June 30 deadline for total 
U. S. withdrawal approached. 

For the AR VN soldiers there was no immediate end 
in sight, with Pre~ident Nguyen Van Thieu forseeing 
"no fixed deadline" for leaving Cambodia. 

By the end of the · joint two-month incursion, U. S. 
and ARYN troops together had killed more than 11,000 
of the estimated 40,000 Communist soldiers who had 
been organizing and training in the border jungle. 

In the estimation of most field commanders, how­
ever, a more lasting blow was struck the Communists by 
the capture of supplies : weapons, ammunition, rice and 
a host of logistical items ranging from telephones to 
typewriters. 

For the ARYN troops, the real significance of the 
Cambodian operation was not the decim,c; tion of the 
elusive Viet Cong and NV A forces, but the positive 
affect on the Vietnamese soldiers themselves. 

AR VN successes in Cambodia presented significant 
evidence that the 950,000-man army could fight and 
win on its own. 

The morning of Apri l 29, 1970, dawned hot in Viet­
nam. Sweeping across the upper Mekong Delta regions, 
the new sun burst upop the Tien Thuan Woods about 
6:30 a.m. 

The woods are a tangled mass of jungle tucked into a 
wide bend of the Oriental River, a fecund tributary of 
the mighty Mekong, the pulsating artery that begins with 
a trickle high in the Himalayas, and flows with gathering 
force down through China, Laos, Cambodia and Viet­
nam before gliding finally into the South China Sea. 

Infantry ( left ) and mechanized soldiers of Vietnamese Task Force 333 move out o_n operations along Highway 1 in Cambodia. 
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There, in the Tien T huan Woods, Lieutenant Colonel 
Pha n Van Phouc watched for first light, for ,vith it 
would come a n attack on North Vietnamese and Viet 
Cong soldiers based across the Cambodian frontier, less 
than 10 miles away. 

Lieutenant Colon,eI Phouc h ad long awaited the day 
when NV A a nd VC would no longer have a refuge 
into which they could flee after attacking Republic of 
Vietnam or U.S. forces-a sanctuary where they could 
reorganize, retrain a nd ,refit for future attacks . 

When the French pulled out of Vietnam, Colonel 
Phouc joined the Army of the Republic of Vietnam as 
an en listed man and gradually rose through the ranks. 
In Apri l of 1970, he was placed in command of one 
of the three task forces that would attack in Cambodia . 

Later, in Cambodia, after the NVA a nd VC had been 
routed from the border la nds, he wou ld hunch his shoul­
ders against the chi ll of recurrent malaria a nd recall the 
first day of the attack as "a very happy one for the Army 
and for my country." 

It was not, of course, the first AR VN operation in 
Cambodia. 

Fifteen days earlier the Vi~tnamese had embarked on 
a four-day campaign in wha t was to be a successful dress 
rehea rsal for the big push that wou ld follow on Apri l 
29. 

In mid-April, under the command of Colonel Phouc, 
Task Force 333, poised a t An T ha nh , swung down into 
what is known as the "Angel's \!\ling," a n area where the 
Cambodian border makes an a rtistically shaped indenta ­
tion tha t appears, on a map, to resemble such a celestial 
appendage. The two other task forceS: 225 a nd 3 I 8, 
linked up near Phouc Luu and raced down to the Sieng 
Tadev River. 

The success of the lightning thrust was, for the Com­
munists, a n ominous warning of what was to come in 
a nother two weeks . The three task forces- including 
three infantry ba tta lions, three ranger battalions and 
three armored cavalry regiments- together killed 523 
NVA and VC during the four-day attack. 

Thirty-seven prisoners of war were taken, 111 weapons 
and 82 tons of rice were captured. AR VN losses were 
eight dead. 

The operation not only threw the Communists off 
balance, but it also renewed the self-confidence of the 
Vietnamese soldiers, many of them accustomed to fight­
ing only with the assis ta nce of American forces. 

The two successes of the four-day sweep into Cam­
bodia, solely an AR VN accomplishment, heartened the 
ARYN Joint General Staff as it mapped out the strategy 
and tactics for the second th rust across the border. 

The focal point of AR VN planning was the two-fold 
objective of the second major operation. 

Providing security for ethnic Vietnamese in Cam­
bodia was one reason for the attack on Communist 
troops opera ting west of the border. Estimates of the 
number of Vietnamese, Cambodia-born and immigrant, 
who were living in Cambodia varied from 400,000 to 
600,000. There was no accurate count. But all authorities 
agreed that somewhere in the neighborhood of one half 
million Vietnamese did live in Cambodia. Their lives 
were in da nger. 

Bey~md that was a desire to destroy the supply depots, 
ammunition points, training areas, hospitals a nd base 
camps which the Viet Cong and the North Vietnamese 
Army had long since moved out of Vietnam a nd into 
Cambodia, whose border region provided a curtain of 
safety. · 

Cambodia, under Prince Norodom Sihanouk , had 
loudly and relentlessly proclaimed a neutra lity tha t 
neither the Republic of Vietnam or the L'nitecl States 
would violate. 
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Communist forces, knowing ARVN and U.S. troops 
would not breach the neutral nation's frontier, brazenly 
established logistical and staging bases near the Viet­
namese border. 

The Cambodian army, a poorly equipped 150,000-
m an force , could not have stopped them either. But 
Sihanouk had no intention of a ttacking anyone, for fear 
of upsetting the delicate diplomatic relationships estab­
lished by hi s neutra list regime. 

However, on March 18, 1970, Sihanouk was deposed 
and Premier Lon Nol vowed to rid the nation of the 
encroaching Communists. La ter , he appealed to the 
Republic of Vietnam and the United Sta tes for help in 
doing it. 

The invitation could not have come a t a better time 
for the two a llies, and the ARVN opera tion of April 14 
was the initia l response to the Cambodian summons. 

Indicative of the extent of the Communist intrusion 
was the presence in eastern Cambodia of their Central 
Office for South Vietnam (COSVN ), a flexibly organiz­
ed jungle command post loca ted in the border area in the 
belief that it was safe from a ttack. 

COSVN was no Pentagon, as some observers thought. 
It was a mobile, almost fluid staff of about 2,500 admin­
istrative personnel dispersed in huts and bunkers 
throughout the region. 

The fact tha t it could-and did-exist in eastern 
Cambodia was to the AR VN and U.S. forces proof 
enough of the threa t to Vietnam posed by the Com­
munist sanctua ries. 

Between COSVN and Saigon lay a ha lf dozen routes 
a long which Communist supply trains, efficient human 
convoys highballing through the canopied jungles, could 
transport food , ammunition and medica l supplies to 
forces operating in Vietnam. 

But the supply routes would be useless if the Com­
munists had no place to store the war materia ls, no 
sanctuary to which the troops could ·repair after an 
attack. 

At daybreak, on April 29, Task Force 333 was on the 
march. By 7 : 30 a.m. it had crossed the border. Task 
Force 318, a lso staged in the Tien Thuan Woods, 
moved out simultaneously. 

A few miles to the north, a lso on the banks of the 
Oriental River , was Task Force 225, sweeping into 
Cambodia from Ben Soi, a sun-baked dot near Highway 
13 in T ay Ninh Province. . 

Once in Cambodia, the three. task forces consolidated 
briefly along Highway 1, the m ain route between Saigon 
and Phnom Penh. The enemy, caught by surprise, found 
himself in the grip of three awesome task forces. 

After 16 hours of fierce fighting, Communist fatalities 
numbered more than 300. It was as though the enemy 
was paying a t once for all the blood spilled during 16 
years of terror in Southeast Asia. 

Ahead, a long Highway 1, lay a new litany of names 
tha t would etch thei r names in the tortured history of 
the Vietnam conflict: Chiphu, Svay Rieng, Prasaut. 

The ARVN troops a lso fou ght the calenda r as they 
swept through eastern Cambodia, for within d ays the 
six-month-long monsoon season would begin, and with 
it would come mud as thick and impassable as tha t of 
the Russian winter, which a century and a ha lf before had 
had mired Napoleon's legions . . 

Throughout the month of May, T ask Force 318 
was in the vanguard, pursuing the fleeing Communists 
a long the highway a ll the way to ;the Mekong River, 
where it turned up Highway 15 toward the French­
owned Chup rubber planta tion , the largest in lndo­
China. 

M eanwhi le, Task Force 225 was angling northward 
just inside Cambodia, hugging the border and routing 
.still other VC and NVA from the frontier. There, too, 
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Hundreds of mortar rounds were unco vered by 
units of the 9th ARVN Division at Ba Thu -· 
the Parrot's Beak region of Cambodia. 
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the fighting produced names that history would remem­
ber- 0 Sam, Bat Tras, Tatrav. 

That done, 225 wheeled a round and 'darted back to 
Highway 1-. As June approached it would help Task 
Force 333 keep th.e h ighway open for the thousands of 
Vietnamese and C~mbodians fleeing from the retreating 
Communists into the safety of Vietnam. 

While maintaining the security of the highway, 
Colonel Phouc and his men had probed for rice, wea­
pons, ammunition and medical supplies abandoned by 
the Communists in their haste to escape the advancing 
AR VN forces. 

Now, midway through the 60-day combined operation, 
Task Force 225 and Task Force 333 rushed to banish 
any Communist force that had eluded Task Force 318 
in his initial sweep of the area. 

Task Force 225 remained along Highway 1, but Task 
Force 333 followed the trail blazed by Task Force 318 
and, upon reaching the Mekong River, it headed north 
along Highway 15. 

When it reached the Chup Plantation, Task Force 
333 linked up with Task Force 318, and the two groups 
- one attacking from the south along Highway 15 and 
the other approaching from the east along Highway 
7- hurtled into the 70-square-mile plantation. Catch­
ing the exhausted Communists holed up in the rubber, 
the two task forces sprung a pincer-like trap. 

In June, as the end of the joint 60-day operation 
approached, Task Force 333 headed down Highway 7, 
stringing out toward the Krek Plantation, also owned 
by the French, and secured it much as Task Force 225 
had earlier done along Highway 1. Task Force 318 
remained behind, the rear guard at Chup. 

Discussing the operation near its conclusion for a 
group of visiting U.S. congressmen, Colonel Phouc des­
cribed the results: 

"There is little doubt that enemy forces seeking safety 
in Cambodia have been severely disorganized and hurt," 
he said. "Constant pressure will continue this disorganiz­
ing process." 

The task forces had pushed the enemy out of his 
sanctuaries, emptied his reservoirs of supplies and, 
finally, established a giant, box-like perimeter. 

As the last U.S. forces withdrew into Vietnam, the 
ARYN remained, determined to maintain a buffer zone 
that would keep ammunition and food, the two nutrients 
necessary to sustain fi ghting, out of the hands of Com­
munist forces still operating in the Vietnamese country­
side. 

Statistics outlined the success of the operation : At 
least 11,362 enemy soldiers had been killed by the 
ARYN and U.S. forces, 19,337 individual weapons had 
been captured, 68,877 tons of rice had been taken and 
55 tons of the Communists' meager medical supplies had 
been uncovered. 

The cost to the ARYN was 874 soldiers killed and 
3,779 wounded. U.S. losses were 337 killed and 1,525 
wounded. 

Beyond the strategy, the tactics and the stale-though 
impressive~statistics of the military accountants lay 
qualitative judgements. 

One of the best, perhaps, was made by the 15th 
ARYN Armored Cavalry Regiment's commander, 43-
year-old Lieutenant Colonel Nguyen Van Dong, a Thu 
Due native with 19 years of Army service. 

Sitting in his operations tent on Highway 7, some 15 
miles inside Cambodia, Colonel Dong looked out at the 
gloomy sky and then at the mud, and thought for a mo­
ment. Then, speaking slowly and distinctly he said: 

"We had been cutting the plant off again and again, 
and it kept growing. Now we are cutting out the roots." 

' 
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Lieutenant General Do Cao Tri (left ) and Mr. So Phiek Phoek, Minister of Public Works for the Government of Cambodia 
inspect a bridge recently rebuilt by the ARVN 303rd Combat Engineer Battalion near Svay Rieng. 
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Close-up: LTG Do Cao Tri 

A Look at the "Patton of V_ietnam" 

FOR THE ARMY OF THE RE­
PUBLIC OF VIETNAM (ARYN ), 
the American-South Vietna mese in­
cursion into Cambodia was a mo­
ment of truth·. And the man of the 
moment was the colorful and compe­
tent commanding general of the 
ARYN III Corps and III Corps Tac­
tical Zone, Lieutenant General Do 
Cao Tri. 

By early May, General Tri- who 
commanded more than 25,000 of the 
eventual 40,000-man ARYN force 
in Cambodia-became the most in­
terviewed, the most quoted, and the 
most-often-pictured participa nt of 
the operation. The attention focused 
on him revealed the image of a 
flamboyant leader who had found 
his bag and was doing his thing. 

The New York Times, for exam­
ple, billed him as "A Fighting Gen­
eral. ... ," Time magazine dubbed 
him "The Patton of the Parrot's 
Beak." Newsweek magazine told his 
story under the heading " Saigon 's 
Man in Cambodia: Road to Glory." 

To those who work closest to him, 
the "road" had been long a nd the 
"glory" was slow in coming. To 
General Tri himself, the road \,·as 
23 years of fighting Communists, and 
the glory meant being besieged by 
hordes of reporters just when he was 
grappling with logistical and support 
prob lems for which his Army Corps 
was not equipped, dealing with 
the command problems of a task 
force structure that had not pre­
viously \,orked together, and forg­
ing into a new area of operations. 

One aspect of the man is illus­
trated by his unruffied acceptance of 
these new problems and the unac­
customed acclaim. One day, when a 
CBS television camera truck blocked 
th e advance of one of his a rmored 
columns preparing to move out, he 
calmly commented , "It's a strange 
"·ar." 

Y ct stranger still in this age of 

by Staff Sergeant Jerry Van Drew 

instant communications, when televi­
sion crews mingle with troops on the 
front lines of war, is the fact that a 
man \,·ith General Tri's a ttributes 
went unnoticed by the press for so 
long. 

Stories of his exploits on the bat­
tlefield, his daredevi l defiance of 
death and clanger, and his survival 
when a ll around him had fa llen 
wo unded or killed, have made him a 
legend within the ARYN. Further­
more, he is accessib le, he speaks 
fluent English and French, he is, 
colorful and photogenic, and he h as 
a fine sense of humor. 

In Cambodia, the aspect of his 
behavior catching most reporters' 
fancies was his penchant for getting 
involved in the thick of the ac tion , 
even when reporters were a long. A 
Time correspondent was with him, 

for example, on the day when he 
landed his helicopter amidst a group 
of armored personnel carriers 
(APCs ) engaged by sniper fire. He 
proceeded directly to one of the 
APCs and shouted his orders, urging 
" A nh, di di mau_l D i di mau_l (Go 
fast , man .! Go fast 1) " 

A similar inciden t occurred on the 
clay \,·hen James P. Sterba of The 
New·. York Times went a long. Gen­
eral Tri landed in the midst of a 
skirmish and boarded one of the 
A PCs. Sterba reported: "Seconds 
later he fourd the a rmored car on 
\,·hic-h he "·as standing leading the 
chargc- 4-0 yards in front of the restr 
of the troops .. , ,, 

But no reporters \,·ere a long on the 
more typical clay \\ hen General Tri 
landed amidst enemy fire to board 
an /\.PC with one. of his battnlion 

General Tri talks with a North Vi etnamese detainee taken as 111 Corps unit s 
operated near the Chup Rubber Plantation in Cambodia. 
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comma17 ders to assi st in th e direction 
of an important battle. "He depends 
on hi s subordin a te comma nders a nd 
key stafT office rs , explains Brigadier 
Genera l D. P. McAuliffe , Deputy 
Senior Adviser to Genera l · Tri and 
tl"e American who spends the most 
time with him. "But he keeps hi s 
fin ger on a ll the ma jor aspects. H e 
has a strong sense of kno\\·ing where 
his presenre will be most effecti ve 
He goes ri ght to th e bo ttlenecks, 
and by doi ng so often turns the 
course of th e ba ttl e." 

Command Sergeant M a jor 
(CSM ) H arry Sanders, CSM of the 

e uu G IA C 

General Tri states that, "Maybe ten 
times everyone around me was a ll 
killed or wou nded. I have never 
been touched by an enemy bullet. 

"Once I was walking," he con­
tinues, "and I stepped on an antiper­
sonnel mine with my right foot. It 
didn't explode. With my next step 
m y left foot ca me down on another 
mine. It didn' t explode. I don ' t 
know why." 

General Tri seems to go out of his 
\,·ay to dare death and danger. A 
master pa rachutist (meaning he has 
m ade a t least 65 jumps~ he no 
longer keeps track of how many he 

Always first to lead the way, General Tri directs Vietnamese mechanized elements 
moving through C om munist sanctuaries near the Cam bodian border. 

military advi sory teani to III Corps 
Headq uarters throughout General 
Tri 's tenure of com mand there, ex 0 

plained the general's ability to get 
extra effort from hi s men : " General 
Tri is an inspira tion to his men. They 
look for him in the fi eld because 
they're used to seeing him there . . . 
You can see their fee lings toward 
him by the look in thei_r eyes and the 
smiles on their faces when he's a: 
round , like they' re pa rtners." 

Part of hi s influence deri ves from 
stories describing his incredible sur­
vival in comba t. N ever considering his 
own safety and often daring danger , 
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has actua lly made), he states, "I 
make a ll of my jumps free fall. I 
quit m aking (static ) line jumps be­
fore 1957." 

His a ttitude toward controversy 
shows the same daredevil approach. 
The d ay his troops started ta king the 
Chup rubber pla nta tion, he confi­
d ently predicted , " We' ll be swimming 
in the planta tion pool tomorrow. " 
The next afternoon he proceeded to 
take hi s swim, much to the chagrin 
of t_he French p lantation managers. 

He even survived three assassina­
tion attempts during his early mili­
ta ry ca reer, when he commanded 

airborne companies and battalions. 
No attempts have been made against 
his life since before 1954. 

Perhaps, because of his tendency 
for being in the m iddle of the action, 
one woman correspondent asked him 
if a press trip into Cambodia was 
going to be safe. General Tri spunk­
ily replied: "If it's in the III Corps 
AO, you can be sure it's safe." 

A little later that same day, an­
other reporter asked much the same 
question about the danger from the 
enemy situation. General Tri repeat­
ed in assurance, "Don't worry about 
tha t! I know well my situation." 

Conducting his own press brief­
ings, rapid ly replying to complicated 
questions and always ready to back 
up his sta tistics with tabulated infor­
mation, he didn't leave much doubt 
tha t he did indeed 'know well" his 
situation. That knowledge contri­
butes to his abundant self-confidence. 

His voice is deep, and he speaks 
Engli sh with a strong French accent. 
His modifiers, in English, are some­
times misplaced. He is more fluent in 
French than English, reflecting his 
longer experience with tha t lan­
guage. H e studied French at Petrus 
Ky high school in Saigon, and spent 
his first seven years of military service 
under the French from 194 7 through 
1954. 

General Tri wears a distinctive 
uniform: a camouflaged jungle suit 
with a snub-nosed Smith & Wesson 
38-caliber pistol in a shoulder hol­
ster, and a black felt baseball cap 
adorned by his three stars of rank. He 
carries a swagger stick and a briar 
pipe. The pipe, though, seems to be 
more something to light than to 
smoke. 

His humor and spunky attitude 
were reflec ted by some of his many 
off-the-cuff remarks during Cam­
bodia. He explained his ever-present 
swagger stick, for example, by say­
ing, " I use it to spank the VC." 

Or when asked about a hoard of 
N a tional Liberation Front money 
found in two of the many caches 
uncovered by his men, he said: "We 
think they plan to use this money 
when they overrun Vietnam. But 
now we know it is just their imagi­
nation." 

When asked about plans for dis­
posa l of the NLF money, which had 
been sca ttered everywhere by heli­
copter-generated winds

1 
he ad-libbed, 

"We take this money back to Viet­
nam and give it to our wives to light 
the fires to cook." Several of his men 
were already cooking their noon­
time meals nearby over paper-fed 
fires. 

Yet, despite these humorous re­
m arks to the press, he's serious in 
tone with his own men. "He reserves 



At Ho,ne 
v,ith 
General Tri 

IN THE DAYTIME, General Tri is a m an 
of incessant action, an energetic leader on the 
go, a soldier who unflinchingly faces death and 
danger, and somehow survives. In the evening, 
he is a man of wealth and ·leisure. His thoughts 
turn easily to other things. 

H e lives in a massive government-owned villa 
facing the Dong N ai River in Bien Hoa with 
his wife and four youngest daughters. His old­
est daughter, now 18, is studying in Switzer­
land. His 17-year-old son lives in Saigon and 
goes to school there. 

Sitting in a lawn chair on the nicely-grassed 
and well-kept lawn in front of the villa, the gen­
eral points to a white rabbit nibbling the shrub­
bery. 

"Did you notice my m enagerie?" he asks. 
Ducks, geese and other rabbits can be seen 

roaming the grounds at will. "There arc now 
1 7 rabbits altogether," he explains. "They are 
simply pets, not sources of food. I cannot eat 
them ," he continues. " I think of them like my 
children. " 

Himself, the third of 13 children, he ta lks 
about his wealthy family m atter-of-factly . The 
family owns a great deal of land in the Bien 
Hoa area, including parts of what are now 
Long Binh Post and all of the land where II 
Field Force Headquarters stands at Plantation. 
His own share of the family land includes the 
island in the Dong N ai River west of Long 
Binh Post, as well as villas in Saigon, Bien Hoa 
and Da Lat. 

H e was the first son in his family to enter the 
military. "Now all of my brothers are .officers," 
he says. "One was killed , and two have been 
wounded." 

When asked how he accounts for his own sur­
vival in combat, he says,"Who can explain such 
things?" Gesturing toward the sky, he adds, 
"It is for God to decide." 

H e disclaims all interest in politics, and states 
that he can foresee no circumstances which 
would lead him to political activity . His 23-year­
long military career has had just one interrup­
tion-a two-year exile which.he spent in Hong 
Kong, Europe and America, followed by one 
year of service as the South Vietnamese Am­
bassador to South Korea just before he was 
appointed II I Corps CG. The exile was im­
posed during the political maneuvering of other 

generals following the overthrow of Diem in 
1964. " I v,,as given only 24 hours to leave the 
country ,vith part of my family," he recollects. 

"My only ambition," he states, " is to retire 
after 25 years of military service. That will be 
in 1972. I count the days." 

"I will look after the education of my fam­
ily," he continues. "Maybe I will live in all of 
my villas, changing · from Saigon to Bien Hoa 
to Da Lat. " 

Going inside, he remarks, "The government 
owns the house, but a ll of the furniture is mine.'' 

Inside the large receiving room on the ground 
floor is a stuffed t ige r and cub. " I killed this 
tiger in Pleiku , when I was Third Military 
R egion Commander ( 1956- 58). I also hunt 
elephant , panther, and deer. Maybe I will hunt 
more after I retire." 

His many statements ;:tbout retirement sho,\· 

this to be a matter much on his mind of late. 
Yet, the prospect of a man of action going 
entirely" out of act ion at age 42 somehow seems 
hard to believe. 

His expectation that things v,,ill be better in 
the future , coupled with the satisfaction of per­
sonal achievement, undoubtedly have shaped 
his plans. After 23 long years of combatting 
Communists and struggling to the top of the 
military ladder, he may suddenly have realized 
during Cambodia that the security he has been 
fighting for in Vietnam is not far off, and that 
he has indeed reached the top ( only one officer 
in the Vietnamese military holds a higher rank, 
and Tri must be considered the number two or 
number three man in the Vietnamese armed 
forces) . 

Besides that, he is very likely tired of it all. 
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his humor for his close ;:issociates," 
explains General McAuliffe. 

"He's a tough commander," adds 
Colonel Andrew J. Gatsis, assistant 
to General McAuliffe. "He pushes 
his men hard." 

In his message to the troops when 
he assumed command of III Corps 
on August 6, 1969, General Tri him­
self said: "I am forced by circum­
stances to bring you hardship .... 
There will be no victory without 
great efforts . . .. The path that leads 
to final victory and peace remains 
strewn with many sorts of difficulties. 

For a year and a half under Gen­
eral Tri, the ARYN soldiers in III 
Corps made these great efforts with 
little recognition and not much 
satisfaction. They trained hard and 
overcame many of the difficulties 
that had made them a junior partner 
"·ithin their own AO. Slowly, they 
assumed more and more of the com­
bat duties. Then, during the Com­
bodian Operation, they dominated 
the action. 

Midway through the campaign, he 
discussed the effect that Cambodia 
had on III Corps' morale. "It is 
good. Cambodia gives my men the 
chance to apply the techniques they 
learn in training. They make large 

unit contact with the enemy. They 
have the opportunity to conduct 
search and destroy missions." He 
emphasized: "And they do it by 
themselves!" 

But Cambodia was not without 
problems for III Corps and its flam­
boyant commander. Scheduled as: 
the last Corps to be VietQamized 
( there were no American troops in 
IV Corps months before Cambodia, 
and the ARYN were to assume all 
combat roles in both I Corps and 
II Corps before that step was to be 
taken in III Corps), III Corps was 
given lowest priority for adding 
combat support units and equip­
ment. The long supply lines into 
Cambodia created severe logistical 
problems. 

Never one to avoid controversy, 
General Tri emphasized his support 
and logistical difficulties in talks with 
reporters during the campaign. 
Later, he commented, "Sometimes 
it helps to make noise about things 
you need." 

Early in July, after American 
participation in Cambodia had been 
discontinued, General Tri still had 
"about a division" of men operating 
there. "I have only eight helicopters 
to support these men," he said. "I 

must have a command post, make 
medical evacuation, and provide 
aerial resupply. It is very difficult." 

But despite these difficulties, the 
ARYN III Corps operation in Cam­
bodia was so successful that the 
Corps' Vietnamization schedule was 
altered. "III Corps will be next to 
replace American combat troops 
with Vietnamese," General Tri pre­
dicted. 

General Tri would not, however, 
make any short-range predictions 
about Cambodia. "It is the wet sea­
son now. Wet weather slows my men 
down. Wet weather slows the enemy 
down. But the situation can change 
rapidly." 

His expectations for the future, 
however, are optimistic ( see sidebar). 
"In two years," he says, "the situa­
tion vvill be better." 

The path ahead for the AR VN in 
III Corps seems strewn with fewer 
difficulties than it did two years ago. 
The Cambodian incursion last spring 
illustrated just how much progress 
this fighting unit has made. 

Much of the credit for this pro­
gress naturally goes to the colorful 
and competent III Corps CG, Lieu­
tenant General Do Cao Tri. t 

A frequent situation: candid and accessible General Tri surrounded. by a clamoring press corps. 
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Le Loi was a member of a large and wealthy 
family who chose to become a fisherman rather than 
serve the despised C hinese overlords as a 
Mandarin. • 
As he pulled in his nets one day, he 
found in them a shining sword. 
Le Loi inicq1rctccl this sword as a divine command 
to rebel against the Chinese. 
He raised an army and bCga n a guerrilla war 
which was to last ten years. After many sacri fi ces 
and perilous baltles, the las t of the Chinese 
were driven back to the nortfl . 
Le Loi stopped a t the Jade Green Lake to pay 
tribute lo th e S pirit of the Waters which 
had guided him. 
As he bowed low, his magic sword sprang from 
its sheath at his side ai1d transformed itself into a 
roaring blue d ragon breathing flame and smoke. 
The dragon plunged into the lake, and al that 
spot a onc-pilla1: pagoda rose up. 
The pagoda sti ll stands as a symbol of the 
avenging dragon which 
Jives beneath the lake's water, protecting Vietnam 
against it~ ancient enemy. 

A Vietnamese Legend 




