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DEPARTMENr OF THE ARMY 
TROOP C, 7TH A!jMORED SQUt\DRON, 17TH AIR CAVAIRY 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96262 

HISTORY OF C TROOP 

FORWARD 

This document is a suwnacy 0£ the activities 0£ 11C11 Troop, 7th Armored 
Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry, It covers the period from activation until 31 
DeceJlU?er 1968, Some tacts have been omitted, not because they were un­
important, but due to the lack or data, However, the £acts presented herein 
present certain aspects of the troop's background which otherwise might be 
forgotten, 

For the relatively short time that our "Charlie" Troop has existed, 
wa have moved fast and have accomplished much, However, this is only the 
beginning, With the spirit and the zeal which is inherant to the.unit, ncn 
Troop continues to build what ?.-ill ultimately be a long, proud, and ildmirable 
history, 
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CHAPTER I 

HERA1llRY 

5th Unit Patch of 

(J 

7th Armored SquadronJ 17th Air Cavalry 

Ths ,q~droo 1"<1tc.h :: s cnly a-Jail.;blP. 011 on cloth with black charactP.rs •-­
T'm, hor:.c ~l'IQC centcr"Ll 'in th" pate" reoresent:, the '1orse cavalry of our · 
h~rite.ge. whi Jc t,h,; ~u;,::r·tn,pOllod lj <1htnfoe: bolt represent~ t,he speed, nower, 
and st.ren!)th th3t air and l".ro,md. vehicles ha ire ~iven the modem cavalry. 
The n~sher ,,,; ch ~he words RU'!'HLESS (lJIJli'F.S_ appears beneath the c:1.rcular 
""'"°,en. Tne aviom.cs door on t-he no· e of all '7th Squadron Ull-111 and AN-lG 
helicopters bears a white horse s~oe with yellow l:lphtninP holt, on a hlack 
bac l<~ound. · 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

LIN.Ell.GE AND HONORS 

7th SQUADRON, 17th CAVAIBY 

C) 

Constituted l July 1916 in the Regular Army as Troop G, 17th Cavalcy 
and organized at Fort Bl!.,w, Texas 

Ir. 0.ct1.va-:e~ 26 Sapt0m,1er 1921 at the Presidio of Monterey, California 
Rcd()signakd 1 July 1.940 as Troop G, 17th Cavalry- (Co:-pa Recomm.isllan.:a) 
Disbanded 9 March 1951 
Reconstituted u May 1959 in the Regular Army as Troop G, 17th Cavalry 
Activated 6 December 1962 at Fort Ord, California 
Inactivated 31 .\ugust 1965 at Fort Ord, California 
Redesignated 27 September 1966 as Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 

7th Sq·1adron, 17th Javalry (organic elements concurrently r.cr.etituted) 
Actilrated 25 November 1966 at Fort Knox, Kentucky 

CAMPAIGN PARTICIPATION CREDIT 

WORID WAR II 
Northern France 
Rhineland 
Ardenness-Alsace 
Central Europe 

DECOR.',TIOl-5 

NOUE 

---
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Tim C "J'::-oop patch was designed by Warrent Offioer Robert Allen JmnGs~ 
a lllembei· of C 'l'roop from October 1967 to December 1968, 

A bJack hort=N with wings of fire before a yellow background with a 
red 1>011t'de1·. Th" nt.1merical notation of 17 in blue above the horse represents 
t)',e l'Ti:h 6qlla4ron and the troops motto on the flag below the crest is blue 
on a wh-/ te bile ka'rou;icl with a red boarder. 

'rhe p1t,h ~ffocts the tradition and proud history of the horse cavalry 
a( a3~ pait and tile ai.r cavalry of t.oday 1s arny as Troop C issues its 
c.h'l l.lal\ge · 

Th$ pl.lt.Ch ts a11ai'ole in c.h,th with the ab0va mentioned colors and as 
a pre1,.sure scnsi.tive decal that appears on both sides of all of Troop C 
oircraPt . 
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CHAPTER II 

BACKGROUND 

On S October 1967 Troop C, 2nd Squadron, 17th Cavalry was fonned at 
Fort Ca.mpbell, Kentucky as p.1rt of the reconnaissance element of the 101st 
Airborne Division. Troop C was placed in the unusual position of having a 
full compliment of officers and enlisted men, but only S OH-23G rav~ns for 
Hs .,,.~~1.10 .. as,,.,-ba, Because of this C Troop did not deploy to the Republic 
vr Viet Nam with the 101st m>d Che ground troops ~f the 2nd Squadron, 17th 
Cavalry, 

This period of time between S October and the end of December 1968 
was an important time in tho'history of C Troop. C Troop commanded by Major 
Robert w. Frost was given the mission of moving tho 101st Divisions Support 
Command to the Republic of Viet Nam, The movement of the 101st Division 
to the Republie of Viet Nam was a joint Army and Air Force oporation call­
ed "Operation Eagle Thrust" which to date is the largest airlift, in the 
history of the Army, 0f a unit into a combat situation, 

Major Frost ws the movement officer for the 101st Divisions Support 
Command which included the men and equipment of the Divisions Headquarter 
and Headquarters Company, Military Intelligence Section,·the Divisions 
Hospital and Medical Battalion, the 506 Signal Battalion, the 2nd Maint. 
Battalion, the 101st Aviation Battalion·, and the 2nd Squadron, 17th Cavnlry, 

To handle this task Mnjor Frost, turned the officers a~j men of C 
Troop into deployment teruns to facilitate the -movement of the Division 
Support Command, 

Captnin Micholl Law, the gun platoon lender and his platoon were givon 
tho responsibility of running the Support Command Marsh:iling nrca, LTs 
Douglas P Hammond and Edward F Johnson and their Scout Section wore assigned 
to the Squadron ns movement officers, The Lift Platoon under tho COl11111'.lnd of 
Capt,'.lin Robert D.::tvis were responsible for running the weighing stntions and 
computations of all equipment in tho Divisions Support Command, 

As Operation Englo Thrust went from tho planning phase into tho execution 
phnso, C Troop's officers and enlisted men started to work in 12 hour shifts 
24 hours a dt\y. After the Squadron dopnrtod Fort Campbell r:r 1s HOl!Dllond nnd 
Johnson bocnmc trouble shooters for tho Support CommD.nd, QQing ton unit 
prior to their movement and inspecting personnel nnd equipment so thnt fnults 
could be corrected before their arrival in tho marshalling area, 

Tho 11111.rshalling nron under tho command of Cnptnin Law, broke tho units 
down into aircrnft loads, which wns n constnnt battle ns equipment wns 
deleted nnd nddcd while still trying to maintain tho units integrity, 

It is with great pride nnd a fooling of necomplishment that C Troop 
looks back at the part lt played in Operation Eagle Thrust and tho movomcnt 
•f the 101st Airborne Division to the Republic of Viet Nam. 

'troop C rcciovod its airernft on or nround the first of Jnnunry 1968, 
and the t:r-,,op began its training cycle for deployment to the Republic of 
Viet M!llll sched•lled for the first po.rt of June 1966. Tho last two weeks in 
March were spent in the field conducting tho tr•ops Fl'X under tho command 
of !!ajor Frost. C Troop originnlly located itself at area !6 on the Fort 
Campbell reservation. As the troop developed its tacties and methods of 
enploymont, MD.jar Frost moved the base of operntions several times from 
area 26 to the vartous drop lanes on the reservation while still conducting 
its FTX, The troop learned many thing,. •iuring its tl.ro 1re<ik FTX I.LIUVl'flS +,n.,111 
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arctic survival, as snow and froozing rain wsro tho provalant woathor 
conditions. 

The troop underwent two ATT 1s in the month of April. The first was 
conducted by tho 6th· Infantry Divisions Aviation Battalion at Fort Campbell. 
Tho snco~cl ,,,,,_s conducted at Camp Atterbury, Indiana by tho First of the 
Ni:rch Air Cavalry f,:cm Fort Knox, Kentucky, During those two ATT 1s C Troop 
fi.naJ.hed its -tactics and bonifited grcntly from the assist::mco given to 
C Ti~oop b}' tne l/9 Air Cavalry throught its training wook. 

On l M11y J.968 Troop C, 2nd Squadron, 17th Cavalry wns rodesignated 
Troop C, 7th Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry by genera;?. o::-der~ 116 dated 27 April 
1968. 'fhls chang,t of unit designation involved a: m1jo:· upheavcl in C Troop. 
C Troop changed from t~ Ai.l· Troop in a ground Cavalry Squadron to c.n Air 
Cavalry 'Th,op i.n an Al.r Cavalry Squadron, This change involved a new TOE 
in .shic.h tl\e major change was the elimination of our old maintonco platoon. 

By the s11d of M1y 19-'i8 C Troop had completed its training for deploy­
me11t to the Rcpub'Jic of Viet Nam and had prepared ita aircraft and ·vol!:::::.::ls 
for ship111ent, The ai.r-c.raft wore flown t.o Sharp Army Qepct in Stockton 
GolJfornla fl'OIII Yo-rt Ga,.ipboll by tho m,~mb&rs of Troop C,. Those who took part 
int.he. '•:·:t.:i oper.a.tl.011 planneid by C!!pt,aln Robert Davis will long romombcr 
1he f Jj srit an4 the 11ariou:i ROIi location'>, 'l'pe Voh'lile and connexos lift 
Mol:>Uo, AlabaMa on thG J.Oth cf Jun;:, 196L1 ,er, ~-h,, Jlmorican Corsair bound for 
Qu;i.n Nlion., Rspuhllc er Viet Nam, On 4 JuJ.y- ,:,ur advanced party commandc,d 
1>:i Mo.jor Wtlli4111 'r Glover left Fort Campbell nnd ai:rivFJd on 6 July nt C.'.lmp 
Enar'l.

1 
Pt.e-iku, RepubUc of Viet Nam, On 15 J'uly the n1'.lin bocy of Troop C 

departed Fort CB111pbell on an Air Force C--1111 nnd arrived at New Ploiku Air 
Base, Re,publ le of Viet Nam on 16 July 196&. On 20 July tho roar detcchmont 
ar.:ri.veq ir:i Pl.ell<-u on a c~l4l. On 10 Augui;t our •1ohf~los and connexs arrived 
by convoy fr.an Quin Nhr,n, Our troops aircra£t arrlvod aboard the aircraft 
carri.e'<' Kula Gulf fr;:;m California and wai-e flown to Camp Enari on 10 July 1968. 

As the troop prepared its men and eq~ipmont and improved its living 
qwi.rt.ers in an effort to become operational a new TOE bQcamc effoctivo nnd 
C Troop tu.med in its Chari-lo model gunships and replncod them with the 
ne:-r .. r AH ,lG Cobra, 'l'hi-o introduced a r;iw prchlom bacauso C Troop did not 
ha,;e any· a<1iator-s 4ualif18d in_ th<? AH,lG, By infusion of nvi'.ltors and enlisted 
personne'J the b-oop became operati,.rna.:t on l September 1968, and qecamo to 
makes its p.- . known in the .Central Uighlands. 
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CI-IAP'!'m III 

From ~eptember 1, 1968 untjl llecem~Pr 31, 1968, Troon C·orovided 
eupport fcir the Fourth Infantry nivis:1 on • l')ur:lnl' t.his t5me, thA troop 
activity consisted mafoly of "1sual reconnafasance fo th"' lljv:f sion ~n 
in support of t.he First and Third Prtirades. 

Activity durin~ this tfr•e 1-ro.s extreJ11el;v lil'ht and contacts were 
few and far between, consistinP' maJnlv of aPsist.:!ni;, 1'7P 1s in contact 
and a few LRP extractions anrl med teal missions. 

Troop r. had its first ma,1or contact. ann lost. Hs f1rst aiT'cra+'t an 
OH--6A piloted by LT li;dward F, ,Tohnson and l'T' "'atrJr.Jc 'I', l'uroh;v, on 27 
October 1968, 'T'he '!'roop ll'a.<ie cont.act wi+h R. platoon shed forcA and 
Jcilled twelve enemy w.f.th tl">eir ~H-lr: 1s and ~cout ru-6,. 1s, ~ souad f:'rom· 
tl">e troop I s l\ero-rifl,a platoon was inserted t.o e,aarch th" bodiAs for 
intelligence purpose, but tl">ey :!J11medfa.tely camA under intense auto-
matic weapons fire, J, fter several hour11 of '1eav;v c,ont,act, r!ur:fm( wll:lch 
the LOH was shot down: th,a r,ast or t.he Aero-"Hle nlatoon was foserted 
along with an infantry coml"any from t.he Thirrl · Pri f?arle. A J11eeh~n1~ed 
Infantry platoon, also from the '!'hire! Pril'arle, later arr1•red on +.he 
sceen and contact was brol<An by the ,an,amv around lMO hours. 'l'he 'ero­
'lifle platoon and the downpd aJrcrat crew werp extractPd leavin" th,a 
mechanized infantry !'latoon anr! the infantrv cc,mn'llly to eec11re the arP.a, 
'T'roop C was cr.,dited w:ith thirty-six confirin"d !rills anrl le.+,,ar :lntell:f ,,.ence 
maintained th.~t Troop C had mar!e contact wjth a Pat• al ion nized force,. 

Durfol.' t'1e week of 10 to 1'7 ~roveinbAr, 'l'roop C encoun'l;erP.d heavy 
enemy contact on an almost daily basis alonO' the r811'hodian Porder near 
Due Co. Durin" t.his week )'a ior Hobert "rost had one (1ommanr! and rontrol 
Helicopter shot up causinl( h:l.m to cras'1 land at LZ TTera • and a eAeond 
Command and Control Heli copt"r received sever;al h:I t.s from two .f:I fty 
calibAr posit'ons, .Uthou;:,h 'T'roop C afrc,·aft •"1:lre receivin" :fnt.ense ant:1-
aircraft fire and aircraft hJts, they were ahle to m~.fotain HA. m:fas:fon 
ready statue anrl halt thA enemy advance, whJch turned jnto a ,etre~t 
towards Cambodia., 

On 24 Nov.,mber 1968, lfafor Hobert Frost turnAd ovAr· his Command to 
Ma.1or ,Terry 1"dford. From t,hi s period until ,1 ')pc"!11hAr, 'l'roop contj nued 
its reconnaissance in surport of thA "frst anrl Thirrl jjrl P'a.cles, but 
enemy activit.y in the area was t'.xtremelv liilht. 

----
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CHAETER IV 

C(l,lMAND AND CONTROL 

TROOP COMMANDERS 
Maj Jackie M, Howard 
Cpt Jam'3s F •. Willoughdy 
Cpt W'Llliam T, Glover 
Maj Robert W, Frost 
Maj Jerry G, J.edford 

TROOP XO 
lt 1-fichael L, Bogdue ., . ~acam, 

Cpt William T. Clover 
U Michael r,, raw 

Maj William T, Glover 
Lt Wayne E, Overturf 

Cpt James H, Ray 

C:PERA'l'IONS CFFICER 
CW2 Frank L. Wendt 
Lt Michael L. Bogdue 

Cpt Robert B, Davis 
Maj William T, Glover 
Cpt James H Rny 
Cpt Edward F. Johnson 

AERO WEAPONS PLATOON 
Vacant 
Cpt Michael G. Law 
Cp·~ James L, Phifer 
Lt P.,uglas P. Hrumnond 

SCOUT PU,TOON 
Cpt Ja.-ncs H. Ray 

Lt Ed,-rard F, Johnson 
·Lt David D, Re!Ji.tter 

LIFT PLl,I'OON 
C~t Robert B. Davis 
Lt James L .. Phifer 

Cot Robe.-t B, Davis 
it Robert A, Springthorpe 

MAD1rENANCE OFFICER 
CW2 Joseph P, Sustarich 
Cpt Joseph Iaehu 
CW2 Robert L. Kinlaw 

AERO RIFIE Pl.',.TOON LEADER 
Lt Forest E, Kay 
Lt Charles L Campbell 

31 Jan 67 to 12 July 67 
1~ Jul 67 to 20 Sept 67 
20 Sep 67 to 7 Oct 67 
7 Oct 67 to 2ti Nov 68 

2ti Nov 68 to Present 

6 May 67 to 23 Oct 67 
23 Oct ~7 to 20 Dec l7 
20 Dec 67 to 1 Apr 6~ 
1 Apr 68 to 3 May 6~ 
3 Viay 68 to 10 Jun 68 

10 Jun 68 to 8 Nov 68 
8 Nov 68 to Present 

6 May 67 to 23 Oct 67 
23 Oct 67 to 13 Feb 68 
13 Feb 68 to 20 Jul 68 
20 Jul 68 to ti Sep 68 

ti Sep 68 to 8 Nov 68 
8 Nov 68 to Present 

31 Jan 67 to 8 Oct67 
8 Oct 67 to 10 Oct 68 

10 Oct 68 to 2 Nov 68 
2 Nov 68 to Presant 

4 Oct 67 to 4 Sep 68 
ti Sep 68 to 8 Nov 68 
8 Nov 68 to Present 

10 Oct 67 to 13 Feb 6~ 
13 Feb 68 to 20 Jul 66 
20 Jul 68 to 8 Oct 68 
8 Oct 68 to Present 

6 May 67 to 10 Oct 67 
10 Oct 67 to 1 Sep 68 
l Sep 68 to Present 

2 Aug 68 to 10 Oct 68 
10 Oct. 66 t.o Pras,mt 
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· FIRST SERGEANT 
SFC Lo.rry J. Baker 

lSGT Harry L. Turner 

AERO WEAPONS PIATOON SERGEANT 
Sp5 Herman 
Sp6 Earl R. Dakin 
Sp5 Thomas Sweeney 
Sp6 Earl R. Dakin 
SFC Robert R. Noggle 

SCOUT PI.\TOON SERGEAtrr 
Sp5 Gary R. Plassman 
SFC Ronald L. White 

LIFT PIATOON SERGEANT 
Sp5 Russell P. Verdine 
SFC Robert O. Noggle 

OPERATIONS SERGEANT 
SGT Marcus Mclain 
,311C Joseph A. Garcia 
SFC Lester H. Turner 

AERO RIFLE PI.\TOON SERGEANT 
Vacant 
SFC Clinton A. Eckley 
SFC Aquayo J. Alicea 

6 May 67 to 10 Sep 67 
10 Sep 67 to Present 

6 May 67 to 15 Nov 67 
15 Nov 67 to 20 Doc 67 
20 Dec 67 to 15 Sep 68 
15 Sep 68 to 20 Nov 68 
20 Nov 68 to Present 

1 Nov 67- to 6 May 68 
6 May 68 to Present 

6 May 6.7 to 10 Sep 68 
10 Sep 68 to Present 

6 May 67 to 10 Aug 67 
10 Aug 67 to 5 Dec 67 
5 Dec 67 to Present 

6 May 67 to 18 May 67 
18 M,y 67 to 18 Sep 68 
18 !1,,p 68 to Present 
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VIETNA!fflSE CROSS QF GAUAN'l'RY WITH SILVER STAR 

CPT Johnson 
lLT Cox 

])ISTJJGlllSHlW. FLYJNG CROSS 

lLT llalllllond 
MA3 Frost 

BltONZE STAR WJ'l'H V 

HI\J F"r.ost 

Aill !1EDAL WITH V 

CPI' Ray 

HOI\IOll ROLL 

SP4 Edwa;:-d ,T. J.laslyn 27 Octoher 1968 
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Squadron 
Chapel 

CJ CJ 
7TH SQUADflO!l BASE CAIL.' 

Squadron Motor Pool 
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......... 111;1• ... ·-···-·- ............................... ,,.,_, ......................... ~ ............................... 1· .. 

Gerlock Street : ENitES ................... -.-............... __ ................. ...... ........ ··- " 

R 
I Showers Latrines i 

) 0 . 

I 
D TRP 
ENLISTED B/i.FltACKS IIllT B0<-6 

B TRP BOOS 

A TRP 

EIJLISTED 

BARRl'.Cl{S 

B TRP 

ENLISTED 

BARfo\CKS 

---· 

HIIT 
BOC! 

A TRP llOQS 

C TRP 
BOQ 

1THE VILLi\ 1 

NEW omcERS 
CLUB 

O'o'J"ICFJlS FTELD 
CLUB GRADE 

BOQ 

;, ._,, 

-· 

D TRP 
ORDERLY ROOM 
SUPPLY ROOM 

mrr 
ME.5S 
HALL 

DISPENSERY 

HIIT 
EHLISTED 
BA.'WACKS 



I! 

0 0 
RUTHLESS !IBLIPOTIT 

ATC FO!t rm; lIELL'CfiT IS PROVIDUl THROUJII HEl-!SEL TOWER, HLilSEL AlliJY Alfil'IELD, 
Ciuil' E!!Al11, DHAGOl'I uC'UNTAIN, RVU • 
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OPNS/HAINT 

lrr,TAL fuUJP METAL 
RAifP 

RllENl!ES 
o'n 

A TRP 
IU,NGEI! 
mnLR 
CONST. 

AIRcr.AFT 
:W,IllT'; ,NANCE 
TEST AREA 

A TRP 
SCCUTS & 
'1-17i:S SHED 

A TRP 
co;;RA 
PARK 

.·,r::_:_:-

TJ:;CH C TRP 
SUP,'LYHANGER 
STOR COHPLETE]) 
AREA 

D TRP 
LIFT 

D TRP 
SCOUTS 

METAL 
RAMP 

HHT 
REVETMENTS 

D TRP 
COJl1A 
PAR!( 

SQml 
co•s 
REVl::T 

r··· .. ~~i&9L-=ft" . --·-:_n§!!.v_.:=_ --:7__,:: == - DITCH-·-=i: 

0EHERAL1 The entire heliport is 30011 lonc 
and 1501111ide and ia covcred.tJith pentaprine 
oil as a d11Bt control agAnt. " 
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