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PREFACE 

October 1971 brings to a close a proud end gallant record of com­

bat service in Vietnam for the 14th Combat Aviation Battalion. Hembers 

of the Battalion have engaged the enemy from Nha Trang to Khe Sanh and 

into The Kingdom of lacs over the pe.st seven years. These engagements 

have taken their toll. One hundred and fif'ty four men died galla."ltly 

for the cause of freedom and countless more were wounded. Th'3 hig.,.'1. 

spirit .and "can do" attitude remains with the unit up to and t1:.,..c·.1$!l 

the "stand down" phase. To some "stand down 11 ._is the demise of':::. ,zit.!' 

to current and former members of the 14th Combat Aviation Battalion :.-: 

is merely a change in mission and preparation for a new challenge ., The 

14th ·combat Aviation Battalion has on countless occasions proven i:-;; 

Versatility o.s is so appropriately emblazoned on the unit crest. T:.·:' 

mission of the Battalion in CO?lUS, be it training or support, will j _ 

e.ccomplished in the same spirit as the combat mission. To have servei 

on two occasions with the "Arabs" has for me been a privilege, challc:iv:. 

and one of extreme satisfaction. 

. "1 

---~~-- / ~~/c'-4-./~-
f , I 

(._._.. JOSEFH F. RJTKOWSKI 
LTC, IN 
Commanding 
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14TF. COMBAT AVIil'ICN BATTALION 

I. BACKGROOND: 

The 14th Atiatj_on Ba:ttalior.. 1..1as con1:titu:ted 2 ~ptem'!:er 1964, 

in the Bsgul!!.r P...?:"~Y a.~ Eear1q.Hi:--'.;s:rs; ih~quarters Comp::my, 14th Avia-
. - (1) 

tion Battalion a."ld \ias a,~ti-.ra~d J S::p"te!!lber 1964, at Fbrt Penning, 

Georgia. The Battalion Heo.d.q-... c:?.·.:·te rs c.:-ri:•,ed in &-i.igon, R7N 14 Octo't>-
(2) 

er 1964, and i,ms assigned to th~ C·a.tted States AI'!ily SJ.pport Cum.n:i."ld 

Vietnam. On 21 Octorer 1964, Hsa.clquarters, 14th -Aviation Battalion 

moved from &::.igon to Nha. T::.-o.ng. The Battalion wc.s declared opero.­

tional 17 Novembar 1964. The 14th kviation Batte.lion was origino.lly 

composed of tm following compnnie s and supporting deta.ch!!Bnts. 
(3) 

18th Avi~tion Company 
92nd Avicticn Company 
339th Tr!.ns CoII9~Y 
87th QM 03tachllent 

La.tar the follo'Wir..g units were c.ssigned: 

I Corps Aviation Co?IIp:my 
54th Av:i.tition C.O~y 
61st Aviation Comp~ny 
22oth Aviaticu Company 
57th J.vio.tion Company 

51st Trans I:ntac.'1.nent 
2nd Signc.l D3-tn.ciuzent 
8th Field Hosp~t~i (~tt~ched) 
ljt..h Signal 03tachms~t 

J_}]_si~ .b.TI.a.+,~_cn ~J.,~:!.~7 
13 ~►tt1 ,J!.--='"ia·~:.c,n :'",erq~1.."17 
135th .. ~viation Co.t.1pr.11y 

As a fi:xed 'Wing . futtalion the 14th controlled assets throughout 

RVN and wa.s responsible for nUI?erous long distance c'.irgo, regular 

VIP passenger flights as wll as surveil.D.nce of various e.re~s. Ef­

fective 15 Lpril 1965, the 14th was assigned to the US Ar.m-7 Avi.ition 

Group Vietno.m. The Group was thsn renruisd the 1"."th Avic.t:!.on Gro-J.p 

31 Ailgust 1965. 87 .Lpril .1966, tho· .Ba.ttal:!.o:i had teen di76sted of 

most ·of its fi:xed wing a.soots. M.::ny of the companies wre reci,Jploy- r " 
ed to the stet.es. The 61st, 92nd, o.nd 134th compr..nies wre refitted 
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with UH-IBs and UR-lC helicopters mid retureed to RVN 1 Novemoor 1967. 

At that ti..IIe they were assigned to ~rious other oo.tta.lions. Latar in 

1966, t.'le 14th Battalion ~ovs1 to !.ar.e Anny Heliport (TJ:3st of Qui }!hon) 

to regin operations as a combat o:vintion battalion. The 161st and 174th 

Assc.ult Helioopter Co-::pw1ies were r.ssigned 1 June 1966. The 282nd Air 

mobile Company was assigned to the 14th on 12 June 1966. In 33pteml:ar 

1966, tho :remo.i."ling fi:xod wing oompanies wre detc.clled. Dlring the 

spring of 1967, the 176th .AHC ond tho 196th A9iC joined the 14th B!:!.t­

tal.ion. The 196th afforded the Battalion its first organic a!-47s. 

The assets of too 14th wile at Qui Nhon w re used to support the 

fa.n:ed 9th \rhite Horse ond Cilpitol ROK Infantry Di.visions. This a.sso­

cio.tion lasted until April 1967, when the Battalion displaced to unpre­

pa.red tc.ctical field sites in and a.round Chu Lai to aipport Task Force 

Oregon. Ta.sk Force Oregon 1:scam the America.l Di.vision nnd the 14th 

remained to provide aviation support f'or this unique combat organization. 

t•hila ~ginning thoir new task of supporting Task Force Oregon the 

· 14th wlooned .two more assault helicopter companies_ into its comm.in1, 

the 71st and the 176th .AHCs. In April of 19ff7, the 71st arrived at 

Qiu Lai from Ben Hoo. inorder to support the 196th Light Inf~ try Brl.­

gade. Le.tar in the j'8ar, Noveml:sr 67, the 176th was released from its 

mission supporting the 101st at Jhc Pho o.nd joined the 14th C.U3 a.t am 

Lai. The primary mission assigned to the 176th was to provide aviation 

support to the 198th Light Infantry BrigS:de• 

II. PIE$NT COOFIGURATIOO AND MISSION: 

The 14th Bo.ttnlion 1s present mission is to provide coIIJmruld, con­

trol, stt1ff plonning ond administr:itive supervision for three to seven 
'. (4) - . 

transport avia.tion compenies. Presently the 14th Combat Avic.tion Bat~ 
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·, ta.lion is providing timely direct c.nd genero.l c.vfo.tion support to the 

23rd Infc.ntry Division (.t\mericcl.) and selected. units vithin the I Corps 

Tacticcl. Zone, on o. 24 hour be.sis. At Chu Lai the 14th fulfilled this 

mission by providing t.}ie followi.!lg types of support; resupply, recon­

naisso.ncs, · co.moot assc.ults, o.rtillery displacement, a.dministra.tive un­

it moves, cocmand and control, medicc.l evn.wation, amed helicopter 

escort and other assigned .missions, to the 23rd Division and the 2nd 

ARVN Di vision. 

Headquarters Company, 14th Battnlion, 71st Assa.ult Helicopter Com­

P~Y, 174th me, 176th AHO o.nd the 178th ASIC were officially ntta.ch-

ed to the .'\meriC.'.ll Di vision in Jmruary 1968. . On 6 Janu:iry 1966, the 

14th Comoot Avia.ticn Ea.ttalion was reo.ssigned from the 17th Coebc.t Group 
(5) 

to the 16th CoLiba.t :..vio.tion Group. Ill.ring this period the 161st :~c 

wa.s released frcm the 14th Bc.tto.licn and became .A. Company 123rd, the 

rmcleus of the 123rd CAB. The 14th Battalion now consisted of three 

assault helicopter companies end. one o.ssault support compmiy. In De-

. cember 19681 o.nother company wo.s c.ttacb.ed to, the 14th, it was the 132nd 

.l.ssault Slpport Helicopter CoI!?p&ly. The ~pe.billties of the 14th Bet­

talion were grectly increased. with the n.ddition of this support heli­

copter unit. 

Ill.ring December 1969, tho 14th CAB w:is t.lsked. to support "0pem­

tion Holly". On this cperation they were in support of the e.nnua.l Bob 

Hope Slow. They transported several th~so.nd soldiers from fire bD.ses 

into Chu Lai ond retum, so they could view the show. Bob Hope and 

his troupe were flown in from nn aircref't ca.rrier to Chu Lai • 

. The year 1970, had several significant events pertaining tc the 

14th CAB. The · 116th .AHO was placed under the operational. control o.f 
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the Battalion on ,7 July 1970. On 1 January 1971, they were assigned 

to the Battalion making it the largest aviation b1ttalion in Vietnam. 

Until September 1971, the 14t~ CAB c~nsisted of its Headquarters 

and Headquarters Compe.ny ar~d its at".;ad1ed. 14th Security Platoon and 

534th Medi~g.l Deta.d1.T.ar.t; the 176•.,h Assault Helicopter Company (Minute­

men & Muskets); the 71st Assault Helicopter Company (Pattlers & Fire-
. 

birds); the 174th Assault Helicopter Company (Dolphins & S'larks) and 

its atta.c.i.ed 756th Medical Detaclunent; the 116th Assault Hell-copter 

Company (Hornets & Stingers); the 132nd Assault sipport Helicopter Com­

p:my (Hercules) and the 178th Assault Slpport Helicopter Company (Box 

Cars). 

III. RECENT SIGNIFICANT DPERATIONS: 

A. General Slpport. During November and December 1970, the 14th 

CAB vas in direct and general support on a daily basis vi.th operations 

involving elements of the 198th Light Infantry Br...gade, 196th Light 

Infantry Brigade, 11th Ught Infantry Brigade, 4th, 5th and 6th ARVN 

·. Regiments 3Zld LBRP operations vith G Company, 75th Rangers. Those un-

its vere involved in the folloving operations: 

11th Infantry Brigade - Iron Mountain 

196th Infantry Brigade - Fredrick Hill 

198th Infantry Brigade - Geneva Pe.rk and Nantucket Bao.ch 

B. Operation Holly. On 24 December 1970, the 14th CAB vas once 

ago.in in support of n()_perotion Holly", in wic:h units provided tlrcrort 

to transport troops from the f'ield to In No.ng for the rumua.1 Bob Hope 

Christma.s Slov. 

c. IAm Son 719. Ch 23 Janunry 1971, the Bo.tuillon vas notified 
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that two c.ssa.ult helicopter companies 3.n.d one o.ssault support helicop­

ter company ..ould be redeployed in 3Upport of operotion Lam S:,n 719. 

On the rooming of 29 J~::i.r;r 197~:- -i:.'~.9 men and ground support, eq_".1:!.pr:.ent 

of Headquarters 14th r..G, ?1st .;F.G, 174-t.h A.';.{C ond the 132nd .. -..:;re depart­

ed by convo~. All wi.:..t8 dt;ployed to •~.!ar..g Tri, R'J:i, w:.t:-i the e::::ception 

of the 132nd .A.SIC, thay vere under the opera.tiono.l control of the 159th 

Aviation Battalion, 101st Division at Hue/Phu Bi, RVN. Lam Sen 719, 

incorporated the initial incursion into 'nle Kingdoin of Laos. Some of 

the most intense anti-a.ircre:ft fire of the var w.s experienced during 

Lam Son 719. L'.lter elements of the 116th iIBC ond 176th aHC su.pplement­

ed the uni ts at Quang Tri inorder to make up for battle field losses. 

From 1 February to 7 Februnry the elements of the Battalion that 

vere involved in I.run Son 719, also participated :ill Dewy CA"lyon I::i:. A 

ba.ttalion for.rn.rd base v~s set up at Khe Sanh. This :facilitated b3tter · 

communications and flight folloving vith fonmrd a.ircro.:rt. On 8 FQb­

ruo.ry 1971, the 14th CAB JX1rlicipated in the initial insertion into 

Laos. The 17 4th supported this combe.t o.ssoult into LZ ·Hotel ( XIJ725344). 

Combat damage had caused a.vnilibility of !rlrcrcl't to decroose sig­

nificantly. ',.hi.le flying support for Hill JO in Laos, during Lem Son 

719 on February Z7 1971, the <:E.-47 fl.own by CPI' Seeger end C1.T2 Cook, 

was forced down by NVA small arms fire damaging the oircro.rt controls. 

ill five crew members Ill.3Ilr.ged. to safely oxit the ai. rc~""t just o.:fter 

it croshed ond were picked up by a. UH-1 flying escort for the flight. 

The 132nd ASIC helicopter vo.s one of ten supporting the surrounded South 

r 

Vietnamese para.troopers on Hill 30, despite continuous mortar o.nd small I 

e.rms fire by pos~ibly ti.ro NVA Regiments. 
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On 3 }(...'.lrch, the 71st and 17 4th AH Cs were in support of the 1st 

ARVN Division and the 1st Vietncm.ese Y.arine Division. n.u--.i.ng the ini­

tial insertion into LZ lo lo, sev3n ~ircra.ft were hit and t~o shot dow, 

with both crews ex4jro.~·i;ed., 'The com'l:>at ::i.ssau.lt was temporar .. ly delay-

ed due_ to t~e intense enemy fire. Q1 t.rio secor..d o.tteI??pt -:.o combe.t as­

sault into LZ IJJ Lv, assets of botl1 the 71st O..'ld 174th were utilized • . 

One aircr.i.t't a.tte:npted to land in the wrong l.llnding zone and wa.s immed­

iately shot down. All crew members were missi!:g in nction,. T-,..o UH­

lCs, enroute to cover the downed . aircraft 'W'Ore i.IIm:.ecic..te:!..y s.'iot down. 

The crews from the two UH-lCs yore recovered safely. 

The 4th of March, both the 71st end 17 4th wera ir.volved wlth · com­

bat assaults, one for the 1st ARVN Division and one for th.a Vit3tncncse 

Marines. During this time, tho ll6th, JD!lde up of ai:-c:-af't and craws 

from the 116th o.nd 176th AHCs depnrted Qru. Lc.i for Quang Tri .:md o.mv­

ed at 1210 hrurs. LT Flemer, who had been listed as MIA o.s of t-1-ie 4th, 

wo.s extmcted v.tth four ARVNs mid returned to Quang Tri. 

On 5 March, the 174th and ll6th AHCs inserted the 2::t AF.if.i Divi­

sion into LZ Sophia. '!he insertion met 'With fierce en-ti-:iir=r.!f't fire. 

Three aircro.t't were shot down. Two crews 'Were extra.cted. LT Elliot 

nnd six members of his crew remained on the ground. 

On 6 March, CF? Bishop and ~4 Rlodes, shot down on the 4th of 

M.'.l.rch, wnlked into n f:C.re rose and -were extracted. Rescus efforts con­

tinued for LT Elliot a..'ld his cre..t. 

On 7 Ma.rcll, LT Elliot and six mombers or his cr811 -were safely ex­

tra.cted. Al.though rem:un.ing on the ground for three do.ys they susto.in­

ed no injuries • . LT Elliot -w~ promoted to CPT v.ill radio trc.nsmission 
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by MAJ Spratt, while on tho grour.d in Lo.os. 

From the 18th until the 23rd cf M.:i.rch, the ba.ttnlion (-) was en­

gnged in the rerupply:tng and fini1lly the extraction of LZ Delta. ond LZ 

Delt:i. I. From the sto.rt to the finish enemy o.nti-o.ircroft fire, mor­

tc.rs o.nd SIDD.11 ams fire from a.round the LZs made resupplying alma st 

impossible. The le.ck of m.rcnft a.vail~bility wa.s again suppleI!lented by 

o.saets gf the ll6th o.nd i76th, which a.rrived on the 2oth, o.t f)l:mg Tri 

D.nd departed c,n the 24th of March for Qiu LoJ.·. On the 24th of March, the 

71st, 174th and 132nd extracted LZ Hotel, with out incidents. 

The 71st AHC en 28 Ma.rch went into stand down for the rotum trip 

to Chu w. Hea.dqua.rters -mid Headquarters Company, stcod down on 3 April 

and departed QuD.ng Tri. The 132nd ASIC returned _to Chu Lu on 4 April end 

the 174th AHC returned on 7 ~\pril. 

D. Operation Quick Town 20 B wn.s !I. major relo~tion nnd insertion 

of combo.t forcos of the 5th !utVN Regiment. . The 3~...h NVA Regiment was 

attc.cked and aggressively pursued by the 5th ARVN Regiment during this 

operation. Elements from the 14th CAB provi1od. oir support for the 5th 

.i:.RVN Regimen-ti. 

E. Operation Finny Hill wa.s conducted in the scuthem portion cf 

the AO. The 174th MIC provided resupply, visucl. reccno.is:mce, C&C ond 

comba.t o.sao.ults for this operation, 

IV. CURRENT ARE.". OF OP ER.laIOO 1 

The 14th CAB 1s current ~rea of operation extends frcm DD. Nnng on the 

northern border, to Military Regicn II on the scuthem bordor. The South 

Chino. Sea. bor.:lers the ope:ro.ticnn.l .:i.re~ on the ~-st on1 the Kingdom r.f 

'{8) 
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Laos borders it on the west. Ch special operations elements of the 14th 

CAB have worked in other areas of Hilita.ry P.egion I. 

V. REOCCURil~G MISSICNS: 

A. Flight Coir:pe-~ies. Cur:-ently the 14th CAB provides air support 

daily for tr_e 11th, 19lt:i end 198th Brigades of the 23rd L"l.fantry Divi­

sion. The type missions fio\lil are combat a.ss:IUlts, aimobile control, 

command and control, visual reconcliss~ce, resupply, psyops, medical 

evacuation and administrative nights. MACV and tile 2nd ARVN :>ivision, 

including the 4th, 5th e.nd 6th Regiments are supported by the 14th CAB. 

The follo"1ing is a list of the 14th CAB's capbilities. 

1. Ainnobility: 

a. Combat Assaults 
b. Command and Control (C&C) 
c. Aeromedical. Evacuation 
d. Emergency Arom,mi tion Resupply 

2. wgistical Movement: 

a.. Personnel 
b. SJ.pplies 
c. Equipment . 

.3. A.med Helicopter Operations: 

a. Landing Zofle Preparation 
b. Combat Assault -Fscort 
c. Close Fire SJ.pport 

d. Reconnaissance 
e~ .Escort 

4. Special Operations: 

a. LRRP Insertions and Ex:­
tro.ctions 
b. Ainnobile F.aids 
c. Flame Drop 
d. Fagle Flight 
e. Radio Relo.y 
r. Chemical ( CS-Insecti­
cides) 
g. Psyops (Loudspeo.kel'­
leanets) 
h. n Jurnination (Flare-­
Firefly) 
i. Sea.rch ond Resoie 

niring the past year a typical days activity would consist -of 43 

slick missions (UH-1), flying o. totc.1 of 250 flight hours. Normally 

12 guships wruld be committed to fly 30 - 40 hours per day. The two 

OJ.-47 compaiies fiy a.pproxlmlltely 70 hours per day in support of artil­

lery a.nd fire base resupply. 

B. Pathfinder opero.tions consist of Dirtmf.fic control, operation 

. of LZs during combc.t assaults and aircm:ft recovery. Ihring Lam Son 
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719, the Pathfinders assisted in operations of conbat assaults. 7he:, 

operated three airstrips and conducted reccvet7 missions in The Kingdon. 

of Laos and RVN. 

Upon returoiLg .from Lam &m 719, the Pathfinders rerul':led their nor­

mal duties .of ai rcr.:t :tt re ·;every, op-3ra.t5-on of Oasis Tower a."'l.d t:!uang Ngai 

Tower, sling load operations into LZs and PZs. The Pathfinders also par­

ticipated in a prog!'am of providing instruction to the 2nd !;,...~VN Division 

on tirmobile cperatio:is and aircraft control • . 

IV. PROJECTS: 

A. .ARVN Training Commencing 16 July 1971, coordination was made 

to provide the 2nd ARVN Division with ainnobile trc.ining. It vas decid­

ed that officers and cadre of the 2nd ilVN Division should be able to 

control and coordinate all of their ain:iobile activity. A 25 hour block 

of instruction was plar.ned, each five hour block to be given by a separ­

o.te compan:1 of the Battalion. The companies provided instruction b7 the 

following sc.1-iedule; 174th DIC - control of gunships, 176th J:liC - control 

· of li~1-l resupply, 116th 1JiC - combat assaults, 54th :t-fedic,11 Detachment -

medical evacuation, 178th .A$C - control of' CH-47. Classes were given 
• 

to Headcµa.rters, 2nd :.RVN Division, 4th and 5th Regiments. The positive 

eff'ects of this training ere already reflected in the current operation. 

B. Hosting V?U .. F Coordination w::.s Dl.'.lde vith the 232nd Helicopter 

Squadron, 51st Helicopter l.11.ng, VN . .:J', located at Da N~g for reloca.tion 

of elements of their unit to Om Lai. The Battalion staff, .:.ssisted the 

VNAF personnel in obtaining billets, hc.nger space, ~ircra:f't parking re­

vetments, coilllilllrlcations, ntions ruid personal items .of comfort. The 

first VNJJ' elements arrived o.nd begrn performing o.t Qiu Lni on 16 Septem-

(10) 
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ber 1971. Six c.ircr:1ft E.nd crew initi3.lly o.rrived to take up residence 

at Chu L:u. Few problems were encounterod with the c2rriv.::.l of Vr!:-.:F. 

The VNLF officers billeted in the HHC officers 2.rea nnd tho enlisted were 

housed in a ruilding on thG flight line. 

C. Ci ·7:Ll i.ff:-.irs 1·hile corarot support wc:..s the 14th CLB 's primary 

mission, much individual time C'11.d effort was ·given in supporting the 

Tc.bitha ChildrGn 1s Orpho.no.ge at L:n Tan, RVN. The Bltt.::.lion supported 

the orphc.nage by donating money, food, clothing -and equipment • ..., 

VII. -~ the 14th Ci.B redeploys to tho Unitsd States the curtain dI'Cl',ls 

close to its perfomm1ce in the Vietnam Campaign. The 14th noy hes a 

history of providing aviation support to th.e Free l.k)rld Forces in Viet­

nam for 7 years. In o.11 areas of' Vietnum from Nha Trang in the south 

to the Il1Z in the north, the 14th C:.B has played a leading rolo in the 

Free '•brld Forces counter insurgent o.ctivities. 

''The tumult and the shouting dies, the Captains 6.lld Kin~s depart" 

_-Kipling, "The Races siona.l" 

The first company to depo.rt the 14th C:i.B was the 71st JJ!C,. The 

11:bttlers 11 , guns Yere "Fire birds"• The company joined the Bc.ttci.lion on 

the 18th of I .. pril 1967. They particip!lted in .mnn:r opE;rotions with the 

14th CAB, LaI:l Son 719, DG\ly Canyon II, and Heip Due just to name a fey. 

"+hile with the 14th CAB, the Rattlers primary mission was to support the 

196t..li Light Infantry Brigad.3. The 71st A.liC 1s last day \dth the Battalion 

was .30 September 1971. As of 30 September 1971, the 71st Assault Eeli­

copter C.Ompe.ny \las deactivated from active duty. 

The next unit to receive stand· down orders was the 132nd A.$C, 

''Hercules"• Hercules joined the 14th CAB in December of 1968. They pro-

(11) 
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vidGd thE: Battalion with resu:;,pl~~ ruld a.ircr~f't roccvcry capabilitios. 

They also deployed to the north, Eue/Phu Ei, during op:;raticn uo 3on 

719. The 132nd c?.s of this date is preparir.g for dc;:.ctivation. 

The 14th CAB roceivGd offic.:.1 notification of stand down on 20 Sep­

tember 1971. H:--!C at this time started on a two fold mission. T:1.Jy I!la:i.?1-

tained their norroal cperational load of supporting al: t.nits of t~~ 14th 

CAB and then immediately began the difficult and arc.tious tc:..sk of cut pro-. 

cossili.g and redoployment of the Battalion Headquarters. 

This process involved all of the offices _and staff of the Hco.dqus.~ 

tors to work closely and effectively 'With each other, ill personnel ac­

tions must be oomplcted and paperwork prepared for outpr:-cossing. Logis­

tic support must be arranged for transportation during thu deactivation, 

as veil as other logistical problems solved. All of tho staff were in­

volved in bringing their activities to a climax. I)J.ring this entire time 

all of the sections still ~t£1ined tho nonnal and efficient support 

._ of the units in the 14th CAB. 

On 14 SGptember 1971, the 14th CAB began the first d~7 of stendow.n 

c..nd directed all of their efforts to finalize the outprocessing of. per­

sor.nol, closing all reccrds and accounts and tho efficient and orderly 

shipment of equipment. On 16 October 1971, the Headquarters and Hoe.d­

cpartors Company conducted their o:w::1.rds and dccoro.tions/redcployment 

ceremony. On 20 October 1971, nll vehicles and MTOE ocpipment of' the 

unit was loadod on an LS! and shipped to Da Ncng for the final cleaning 

and turn in to Koystono processing points. Many long, hard hours vorc 

spent at Qiu Lai preparing the equipment for turn in prior to shipment 

so that the oporotion would progress smoothly and efficiontly. Tbis 

(12) 
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finalized thG iogistic:>.l pa rt of the standmm. 

I:uring thJ.t tine the 3-l offica continued to close :11 racortls ;:-nd 

out pro coss pcrsonrn,l 2.s :igned to HF.C. All pe:rsonnel ware proc-:.sscd out 

by 25 October 1971, the final dJ.y of st.:i.ndo"1ll. 

Durin~ thG time froo the first d.:..y of notificc.tion of thG 71st ls..'-iC 

to the fi....'1.a.J. d:-.y of ste.ndo.m., the 14th CAB !llZl.inta:inod a. K'"'7sto:'.c .:,_;,erc.­

tion -J.?ld liaison section in the S-4 office. Its p::.-~;",: c .ssio. ·:,es to 

coordinc.te mid c.ssist c.11 of thG units assign6d to t:.e :4th CAB i...'1. :my 

;:nd .ill of' the proble:ms associn.tGd 'With a. stnndo-wn opcr.:.tion of this -size 

and comploxity. Close coordination was constantly IIL-u.nt:'.lined with the: 

16th CAG and the 23d Infant~r Division during the entire sk .... '1.dcl-m opor....­

tion. Their a.ssist:-nce w~.s .i vit<J.l key to the smooth and effi~icmt st.:m­

do"Wn of thG 14th CAB o.nd it 1s subordinatG units. An additionc.l m!.ssion 

of the lidsc,n section -wr.s to keep a daily record of the units progress 

2.nd koop .J.11 ke~r personnel informed of this progress so th"-.t .m:r problems 

could bG recognized end solvoo beforo they be~wo critical. 

The fin:u curtnin closes on tho 14th CAB 1s c.ctivities 1n· Viotnrun 

{'.S LTC Ibtkowski, the Comm.-:nding Officer and SFC Thompson return with 

tho unit I s colors to tho Unitod stc.tos. The 14th CAB 1s new homo will 

be ~t Fort Sill, Oklohor:u. At Fort Sill the unit 'Will receive r..£V per­

sonnel 2nd equipmc,nt. Thero it will serve once agn.in with honor, dig­

nity .. ".nd courc.gs c.s it did in the Republic of Victn:.m. 

(13) . 
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FOOI'NOTES 

1. General Order Number 2/42., Headquarters, Third United states Arny, 
Fort McPherson, Georgia 303.30 dated 9 September 1964, as c-:. :'.!1ge;,i 
by General Orders Ntllllber 254, Headquarters, Third Un 1 t. ;hl Stated 
Army, Fort McPherson, Georgia .30330, dated 24 Septe ·~·~ · --.~ 

2. History of the Fourteenth .lviation B.:1.+.talion 3 Septe:;:nj-3 :,:- ·;<:-:f::L, - Jl 
Decuaer 19~4 - LT 1.! John P.. Goodrich _. P~e ~. 

(14) 
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HFAmtif.:l'l'~S 
11th Aviation :sattalion 

14 October 1971 

SUBJECT: Roster of Persomel 

NAME -
RUTKOWSKI, JOSEPH F. 
RAl'CTLTOlT, VTC Tm A. 
J.PROAN, LID~ H • 
WALLACE, C. G. 
NIUUS, ROBERT M. 

L'IC 
MAJ 
HAJ 
CPT 
CPT 

Removed 

JOB TITLE 

co 
XO 
!taint orr 
S-1 

FRAZER, FJJJIN M. 
WAUGH, DELB:E2T L. 
SHIVE:)., EllSTICE H. 
HILL, L~E A. 
ALEXA~TDER, ELDON 
RAilm:51 J. D. 
TH0!1PSU!!, \-TILLT1'\i~ T. 
JEANS, WILLT.AK B. 

CPT 
OPT 
CPT 
CSU 
M3G 
SFC 
SFC 
SFC 

NAME 

HEA.OOUAR TERS COMP ANY 

RAMK -
Yot'NG, WADE L. CPT 
COTTON, JOHN P. CPT 
Ei1ELMAN, REHARD E. · CPT 
n·mn, EIWA.11.D w. CPT 
FURIA, FaEDERICI A. CPT 
GEXmGE, C~D N. CPT 
HftNSEN, ALB:eRT M. CPT 
KFITHNm, GARY D. CPT 
M: GAF ~ICK, EillARD F • CPT 
RIT"'m, JACY: H. . CPT 
SATHER, THOMAS D. CPT 
HmOLD, mrc o. lLT. 
ILW~, -VERNON L. lLT 
EOT, m.'&'iORY P. lI!l' 
JlJT'J'A, GARY S. lLT 
RYALS, I.ARION lLT 
OCHW.~~, P.ARVEY J. JR lLT 
SMITH, A. L. lLT 
LT.S0:tJBF.E, LA" ~EtCE J • CW4 
N01TH, rlllLIAM. ~ • CW2 
BA"'JTE, WI:U,IAM F. JR lLT 

15 

S-2 
S-3 
Asst S-3 
S-4 
CSH 
Maint $T 
S-1 
S-3 
S-4 
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SJBJE:T: Roster of Persomel (O'ontinued) 1h October 1971 

NA?ffi: 

COX, FRANK R • . 
BOYD, Wil.I,IAM_ E. 
BOCHLEn, OE:E.GE 
C Hil!DLER , J A..'fo4'.Ec; R • 
P1'Jl.A!TGAUAN, HENRY 
ROGElS, C~I.VEN 
B:.R.~IOS, D,\l'IEL 
F AJRB•JHT, G/:.RY A • 
m.~ T,mt~ t C ~ARLIE 
MYmS, ltJ:C~.IJi T. 
QUINTEROS, SOON 
WALDa:K, RICPA.ttD 
BER TEI.SON, FRUCE I. 
CARR, CLIFTON M. 
CIJ.RK, CURTIS L. 
ID-..._E, SHERMAM s. 
HOOKS, PPILLIPS A.-­
HUTSON, STEVEN J • 
F:C'RC, DAVAD ?J • 
CR~, PAULE. 
MMT, WILL:r.AM F • 
~AM, 1::r.r: ~'AEL L. 
P .A.'ft ... ISH, T!-'1~fli.S E. 
FtnCIVl..L, ROBE'T L. 
SAM, WILLIE R • 
SAMS, JTI?.'Y JR • 
SEALY, FARVE! E. 
SIC,~-'E!lOS, RJ.~'DP L. 
WA«,PINGTO!l, JOSSPH J • 
WILLJ.A.ttSON, JY,}.'l-TY 
ACRE, EIHA.'lD s. 
BF.A 'l"l"Y, J!RRY L • 
B:u~vAnD, JOHM R. 
C1F:},(')?T 1 D~'IS M. 
r.IAYTON, WAVNE C • 
CO?!?T<'LLY, JA'!ES M. 
CCR.ONA, l'liTIVIDt..D 
CROTX:: ft, ng.11.~s R • 
Ct&l.Y, MVID D. 
rx:>NALDSON, ROi!ALD W. 
MER, STEF~l W • 
ELLIOT, ROBm T S • 
ESfA..rtZA, OOUEL 
FLINT, TERRY A. 
FORSTI'H, /atCHIBAL:l F • 
G/.fu1.BETT, KA."LUCK M. 
IWDM J nm-~'!S J • 
HA?n:~, RIC KI H. 

lSG 
PSO 
SFC 
SFC 
SFC 
~ 

sso 
SP6 
sso 
SSG 
sso 
SP6 
SlT 
SPS 
SlT 
SGT 
SGT 
SlT 
SlT 
SPS 
SFS 
SPS 
SPS 
SPS 
SlT 
SGT 
SGT 
SPS 
SlT 
SFS 
SP4 
SP4 
SP4 
SP4 
SP4 
SP4 
SP4 
SP4 
SP4 
SP4 
SP4 
SP4 
CPL 
SP4 

,. SP4 
cFt 
CPL 
SP4 

•• 
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' SUBJF.CT: ~ster of Personnel (Continued) 14 October 1971 

NAME RA?TK smvrr,i t!ll;IBTIR - -----
HDIUTANDE'!., f.iTLBffiT SP4 
HU'ICHTilGS, JfJSS M. CPL 
JA5rffiSOlJ, JJJ1ES L. SP4 
!CELI..En, LA.URY D. CPL 
IJ_cEKT'.S, D:El-~11S L. SP4 
L/;RSot!, GRIDCR'! P. CPL 
LE::<'...SOM, J omr w. SP4 
LITSJOi·!B, DE'TFIS G. SF4 
wrntmE, WILLIJ;.l': B. SP4 
MAYFIELD, WILLIA1~ B. SP4 
M!-i.Zi£ , sm:-mr J. 51'4 
MmCtTH.TO, MIG Hf.EL G. SP4 
MnGIJJ, IIlCHAEL W. SP4 
MIUIS s, nr .. vID M. SP4 
MJRPHY, PA'ffilCK F. SP4 
NF.SVID, STErEH C. SP4 
FE'ITRS, TEimY L. SP4 
";F Al!!"E?-?STEnI, JOHN W. sr4 
T'h'"TLI.Ir·s , J nm R • SP4 
PilTGLETON, DA!laELL H. ·sr4 
REICH., !i!!WAUD L. SP4 
uEAVES, DOnALD a. SP4 
R~·:ED, FRJJtCIS E. SF4 
nEn·10LOO, Jn,:rrr n. cpt, 
SK.."ULVADO, JmRY D. CPL 
SEXTON, WILLIAM D. CPL 
smnmm, rAUL n. CPL 
TOt'.Lil1Sot!, B'.>BBY O • CPL 
VA.!'A!3SE, VIl~EMT A• SP4 
V&T"/.IJJJT, ROBmT J • SI'ti 
WACKm., JJYTHOtrr u. CI'L 
WIGD'TO?l, J.Al-'ES E. S~ 
WILLIA~, TEDDY W. SP4 
ImK, El],l/~D F. sr4 
HOICO~., MNIEL R • I'FC 
JOH!!SO!T, !:'.LJ ... TOT r • FFC 
SlCH!"ELI..m., ~ICHlillD H. rPU 
SIMrSON, lilCHl-i.EL o. P:ro 
TACKETl' J JOHn.1Y L. m 
'lRI. ;~·ELL, J IMMI M. rFC 
Wiu~iSON, Lnn!ELL O • r:ro 
LEl-Dll, ?-YELDON D. PV2 
COX, ?tIC!-rI .. EL A • Pn 
M:LIW1, TmRY V. FVl 
cr,ccKZTT., JX)MALD I'. rFC 

'· 

., ' 
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SUBJU.:T: aoster of I'ersomel (Continued) 14 October 1971 

14th Security rlatoon 

HANK 

iilALKE R, TH OiAS F .- lLT 
ASUE Y, ~ !ILLIE J. S$ 
BYRD, GEORGE J. SSl 
HALL, '-TILLIE J • Ss:i 
01·EN s, RAY 5...eyJ 
B..lRNES, NATHi: .. NIEL J. $T 
McGASKILL, GEOffiE M. $T 
SOIEY, ED1'1IN G. $T 
COLON, AMADOR E. SP4 
Flu.SIBR, ED'!!i.RD P. SP4 
HENSLDY, S1IK. . .EL B. SP4 
RIVAS, RICHARD M. SP4 
S1' JJlFOBD, IEE L • SP 4 
1 TALKER, JIMMY L. SP4 
1:JILSJN, srEVEN T • . SP4 
HA.N$N, n:~VID L. PFC 
TITTIE, DON/u.D R. PFC 
CL!;JU{, DON:U.D PVl 

534th Medical Detachment 

KURI'Z , RICHARD A. CPT 
MlJRr-HY, ROBE:RI' J. 800 
CRDH, RONALD .G. SP4 

· HLRI', SEVEN J. SP4 
SCHi.-Jl;.RI'Z, OIRisrOFHER M. SP4 
Vl'..NNOZ'I, GJ~ C. SP4 
ILJn'}LlN, BHJ CE A. P FO 

------

,.,-..,_ 
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DIED m BJ.TTI.E 

The following list of names are men of the 14th Battalion that 
gave the greatest sacrifice man can give to their c.ount17, their lives. 

1'Hov sleep the brave, who sink to rest 
by all their country wishes bless 1d" 

CW2 \alter F. Morris 
178th ASIC 
26 April 1967 

2LT Iussell L. P.obbins 
94th Sig Det 
2 May 1967 

SP4 l(enneth c. Hurse 
71st AHO 
12 June 1967 

SP5 Gary L. Taylor 
71st AHO 
12 June 1967 

SP4 Thomas M. Dickenson 
409th TC Det 
24 June 1967 

SP4 tarry K. Guentmal 
409th TC Det 

. 24 June 1967 

U)l Hobert P. McDao1el 
71st ABC 
5 July 1967 

SSl Maurice c. Descoteaux 
mm_ 14th A:m :an ·· .:. •. 
19 Jugust 19Ul 

SP4 Robert Garcia 
71st ARC 
12 September 1967 

SP4 James Morrison 
71st .ARC 
12 September 19ln 

f 

-unknown 

SP4 Efrain J. P.obl.edc, 
71st AHC . 
~ September 1967 

SP 4 Robe rt Anderson 
161st Aviation C.Ompe.ny 
29 September 1967 

SP4 Michael A. Bird 
71st ABC 
14 October 19(/'/ 

Wl Dennis G. Blackmon 
174th ABC 
19 October 1967 

SP4 Robert D. Berta 
176th AHC 
13 December 19U/ . 

CW2 ittcbard D. Jenks 
176th ABC 
13 Da cember 191n 

SP4 Janas G. ~aley 
176th me · 
13 December 19(/'/ 

SP5 Erne st F. Briggs 
411 TO Det 
5 January 1968 

~l Dennis c. Hamilton 
176th me 
5 Janua17 1968 

Wl bldon D. Schultz 
176th ABC 
5 Januar., 1968 



SP4 .;'em3s D. Wllllamson 
176th /JiC-
5 Januacy 1968 

SF4 l-arren E. Norris 
C Troop 7 /17 Air Cav 
9 January 1968 

~l J8l!Bs L. Phipps 
C Troop 7 /17 Air Cav 
9 January 1968 

~1 Pa:iner s. 10.ms 
C Troop 7 /17 J.ir Cav 
9 January 1968 

SP4 F:red J. S3 crist 
C Troop 7/17 Air Cav 
9 January 1968 

FVT P.a.lph E. Consavage 
C Troop 7/17 Air Cav 
7 March 1968 

SP5 Larry W. Maclc 
71st AHO 
20 April 1968 

SP4 John A. Rogers 
71st :.RC 
20 April 1968 

'WOl. David L. Blattel 
176th AHC 
5 !'.ay- 1968 

lLT Semel" R. Gardner 
176th iJIC 
5 May- 1968 

· PFC Gary w. Meier 
176th AHC 
S Ma.71968 

SP4 John L. Rwnsey-
176tb AHO 
5 MD.y 1968 

SP4 Gordon L. Ten,;tll 
176th AHC 
5Ma.71968 

·ao 

•• 

SP5 Dnrl T. McCoy 
174th A.BC 
29 Hay 1968 

WOl. J.:i.r.e s D. Carter 
174th liliC 
13 June 1968 

'WOl Jerry- H. Johnson 
174th AHC 
13 June 1968 

SP4 Gary A. Milton 
174th i.HC 
13 June 1968 

PFC Allen ~ . \,be..imr 
174th !JiC . 
13 June 1968 

C'W'2 Charles M. Cotton 
71st AHC , 
19 June 1968 

SP6 Gerald I.. Phillips 
178th ~SIC 
19 June 1968 

Wl Geddes c. Boyter,· Jr. 
178th ASIC 
l July 1968. 

SP4 Richard F. Bumho.m, Jr. 
178th ASiC 
1 ·July 1968 

lLT '•:ll.liam B. Eoff, Jr. 
178th 1..$C 
1Jul.71968 

SP4 Morris E. Ostr.mder 
178th J.,$C 
l Jul.7 1968 

SP4 Robert L. Puls 
178th ASIC 
1 July 1968 

Wl Poba rt L. Scott 
176th ,me 
25 August -



-- lo,() P.onald R. Blohm 
176th :.HC 
10 53ptember 1968 

lLT Fred A. Washburn 
71st me 
4 Octo1:er 1968 

SP 4 Donald L. \,13 ste r 
71st iUIC 
4 Octob3r 1968 

SP4 '!,Jayne A. Tics 
174th MIC 
19 November 1968 

5P5 Donald T. Come 11 
71st MIC 
23 November 1968 

1,10 Paul R. I.oforti 
71st AHC 
23 Novemb3r 1968 

CW2 Henry W. Tews 
174th J.HC 
29 Deceml:er 1968 

SP4 Jon Bailey 
176th .iJiC 
24 February 1969 

\.,01 Merle F. Butler, II 
176th AHC 
24 February 1969 

SP5 Richard · w. Ford 
176th ;;BC 
24 February 

WOl. knfus w. McAllister 
176th .i-HC 
24 Fe biu&ry 1969 

1-x)l Ray R. Do.vis 
174th AF.C 
1 March 1969 

WOl Edward L. Harris 
174th .liHC 
1 March 1969 

81 

-- -----

•• 

PFC David E. Schu:~ze 
174th JJIC 
1 March 1969 

PFC Donn P. Zarina 
174th liHC 
1 March 1969 

CPr Charles D. Rogers 
174th IuiC 
1~ l·fa.rch 1969 

MA:,· Riche.rd 1~. Bro'Wll 
174.;...h 1.HC 
17 l~rch 1969 

'l-.01 !rues w. ·Staffer 
176th .me · · 
28 Mn::-cll 1969 

P~ Ja.Jres E. EsllAc 
174th 11.110 
12 Mny 1969 

OPT P~l R. Inkins 
71st JJ-10 
13 Ma:, j969 

SP5 D3nnis G. Schmidt 
174th AHC 
16 May 1169 

PFC Dona. \d · A. Con ta.ring 
174th .AHJ 
14 Augus.:. 1969 

w'Ol Robert H. Srl.elds 
174th IJ!C 
15 liugust 1969 

Wl John If. Bozinski 
174th AHC 
15 lu.igust 1969 

sr4 ilejo ,l:31 Valle 
174th ARC 
15 August 1969 

PFC Johnnie Craha.:n, Jr. 
174th ARC 
15 I.ugust 19-~9 



•• 

WOl Ge rc.ld L. Silverstoin lLT Don E. Stockton r 
71st liliC 116th me .... 
19 i:.ugust 1969 15 December 1969 

Wl John D. Plumimr vX>l Dee A. Hyden 
71st liliC 176th ..lHC 

. 19 August 1969 15 December 1969 

PFC Stewart J. Lavine SP5 La.rey D. Keeler 
71st .i.HC 176th .i..HC 
19 ,~st 1969 15 December 1969 

PFC Stephen Martino SP4 Wllllnm S. Bo.rritt 
71st iiliC 176th lJiC 
19 august 1969 15 December 1969 

loJ02 Barry- K. Alexander SP4 Donald R.· Rose 
71st ~urn 176th ..'u!C ·• 
22 S3ptember 1969 15 December 1969 

WOl David R. Jo.ckson SP4 Donald S3lkey 
71st iJiC 174th :.BC 
25 S3ptomber 1969 22 De camber 1969 

SP5 Johnnie L. Wfll1~rns SP5 Ulyne (NMI) Allen 
71st AHC 71st /JIC 
22 S3ptember 1969 10 Jnnunry 1970 

SP4 John P Rankin CPT Herbart c. Crosby 
71st .~c 71st AHC 
15 November 1969 10 January 1970 

lLT tb.l.te r D. RoDl ro SP4 Francis C. Graziosi 
71st AHC 71st ABC 
15 November 1969 10 Januo.ry 1970 

WOl R1.cl:w.rd w. lbgo.lado ~ George A~ Howes 
174th AHC 71st .me 
15 November 10 JBmUlry 1970 

Wl Adam Wilson PFC Raymond D. lbgie r 
174th lJiC 174th AHC 
15 Novomber 1969 5 Februar;y 1970 

SP4 Fontst C. Hodgkin CPr John M. Gibbons 
174th lJiC 174th me 
15 November 1969 l2 Pebruar;y 1970 

SP4 Ronald c. Iucomnm WOL Paul J. Jrurs s 
174th ARC 71st /JIC 
15 November 1969 7 March 1970 , " 

SI , 



.. 

r - - WOl stephon L. Lo.ne t-101 Fredrick Sleffield 
71st lJ!C 174th me 
7 March 1970 13 M.'.ly 1970 

SP4 Buford E. Slmner SP4 L.G. To.gor 
71st iJ!C 176th JJ!C 
7 Murch 1970 11 July 1970 

SP5 Hugh Jr. 010\le rs lLT J.C. Ile cker -
132nd l~C 71st AHO 
17 March 1970 15 August 1970 

SP 4 Douglas G. Howes \r.01 L.E. Mizer 
132nd J~C 174th MIC 
17 March 1970 15 August 1970 

CW2 Truman D. Norris SP5 H. Bell · · 
132nd I.SIC 174th AHC 
17 Ma.rch 1970 15 August 1970 

SP5 Er.rl.Il (?nII) Schneling SP5 F.G. Van Diver 
132nd I.SIC 174th AHC 
17 March 1970 15 illlgust 1970 

l~l Mark A. l-hlkeho.rt SP4 P.A. Schmidt 
132nd l~SIC 71st .. UIC 
17 Marcil 1970 15 lwgust 1970 

sr4 Billy J. Hartsfield CV2 D. w. York 
178th ASIC 178th /~C 
'Z7 Ma.rch 1910 26 August 1970 

\r.01 Wllllom u. Noetzel SP4 G.E. Tefft 
176th .AliC 178th .6.$0 
25 Iq,ril 1970 26 ~st 1970 

\.Pl Ri.cha.rd 1~. Henke SP4 J.C. York 
174th iLHC 178th A$C 
13 May 1970 26 August 1970 

) 

SP4 Sidney W. Jo.n,31l PFC H.D. McDougall 
174th iJiC 178th 1..$0 
13 May 1970 26 i.ugust 1970 

SP4 Emest L. Johns w'Ol. E .D. Petty 
174th .ARC 176th !JiC 
13 Ma.y 1970 9 S3ptember 1970 

PFC Derek 'J. Pa.trick WOl R. S1~mo113 Jr. 
174th AHC 176th JJiC 
13 May 1970 9 ~pt.ember 1970 

.___.. 

---

ss 
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SP4 J.M. Brown SF5 D. W. Allen 
,,-

176th .illiC F8 
-._:_ 

9 99ptGmbcr 1970 6 March 1971 

SP4 D.M. Pickett SF5 J. :Fl.ores 
176th .tiliC F8 
9 S3ptemoor 1970 6 Mll.rch 1971 

'-101 P.R. Goodnight SP5 T. McClcnohan 
174th hHC F8 
4 Octorer 1970 6 March 1971 

lLT D.C. Tauregu.1 SF4 H. W. Wright 
174th JiHC F8 
28 Novomoor 1970 6 Mc.rch 1971 

CW2 C. Cx,:i wm r -cpr M. AfflBrba.uch 
174th ll!C F8 
28 Novomrer 1970 8 March 1971 

SP4 J.B. Powll Wl H.P. Port 
174th JJiC F8 
28 Novemoor 1970 8 March 1971 

PFU G.U. Field SF 4 D .P • Knutson 
174th ABC 176th me 
28 Novembor 1970 22 Mnrch 1971 

S$ D.M. Snith l,X)l J .G. Trayer 
534th Med 176th ..me 
.30 Novemoor 1970 22 March 1971 

SF4 P.obort J. Bojc.nek 1m R. Cleve 
HI!C, 14th CAB 176th AHC 
.30 Uovember 1970 22 March 1971 

"101 R.B. Gentry' PR: 1-r.R. Hall. 
174th ~C 176th t.HC 
8 Fe b?'Wlry- 1971 22 March 1971 

WOl S.R. Burch SP4 W.C. Baggett 
174th JJIC 174th AHC 
25 Februo.1"7 1971 11 April 1971 

Wl P.B. Erb FR: A.R. Hankins 
174th AHC HHC, 14th CAB 
25 Februa.1"7 1971 8 May 1971 

F FU G .T. Padilla lLT Lc.noa l•brlanan 
174th AHC 176th AHO 

. .3 Milrch 1971 11 July 1971 -
s~ 



;. . 
1$ H.K. Harris 
71st me 
26 July 1971 

5r5 E.G. relong, Jr. 
132nd ASiC 
31 July 1971 

•• 

CWO i...L. Harris 
174th A.tIC 
29 lugust 1971 

rre c.M. Miltnovich 
174th AHC 
25 S:lptGmcer 1971 
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