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161st Avidion Company 
14th Avi~tion,Battalion 
APO San F~ancisco 96238 

COMPANY HISTORY 

The 161st'Assault Helioopter Company (AML) was aotivated on 1 
September' 1965 , 'by Third United states General Order number 264, dated 
2!'i'·August, 1965, at zero strength and equipment~ It was. looated at 
Fort Benning, Georgia, 'and local resources were to be used· to initially 
fill required positiona. 

New arrivals of personnel from other stations during September and 
October, 1965 brought the unit to TO &E strength for deployment. lOth 
Aviation Group at Fort Benning provided ori~tation and training of the 
unit, and assisted in solving the multitude of problems in prepc.ring 
for overseas deployment to a oombat zone. 

After a Pre-<>Versee.s UovemOllt leave and shipment of all TO & E' 
equipment, .personnel of the 161st departed Fort Benning by airoraft, 
on 28'november 1965, and arrived on the W.cst Coast the follOl'ling L1.0rning. 
There, they bOarded Ii. troop ship and_ departed for "destination unknown", 
somewhere in Vietnam. 

~ 21 Deoember 1965, the ship arrived at Qui NhOn, and after a one 
hour bus ride, 1;4e Jl!B.in body arrived at.AN SQRlValley. There, they 
disoovered a 80mb. ooveredhill, oovered with liIUd that was to be "home" 
for the next 11 Donths. "Hex" tents had been set up, but with the 
rain and mud, dry olothes and feet were considered a lurury. 

Inuaediil.tely, permanent structures were planned, but due to a lack 
of engineer support, materials hr.d to be "looally procured" and work 
had to bo done by the men themselves. _ Offioers ond EM aUke undertook 
the task of clearing the hillior living quarters, nnd materials were 
gathered from various sources. 

With Christmas approaching, morale .. !:IS extremoly·lOl7. Due to the 
efforts of Captain Robert Arrington, the Ness Offioer,·tho mess hall 
\Tas partially cOl'lpletedand pieces of lUl'lber uere "scrounged" so that 
a "sit dO\lll" Christmas Dinner 17(1S available on Christmas Day. N.css 
personnel 'ilorked long hours, I'lld their' efforts renewed high noralo elld 
the desire to improve the area. 

'The goal was "every nan' out of a tent and into a building .!lS.t..PI" 
Soon, this goal 17asattained, and the unit ohl:'llged its immediate 
efforts to beooOing operational. Aircraft arrived and were quickly Qade 
airworthy after' the long jOlll"l1ey fron tho states by airoraft oa:crier. 
By late January, the 16ist was able to notify the 52nd Battalion in 
Pleiku that it was operational and ready to aocopt nis.sions. 

Missions OIllJO fast and furious.' Due to the prOximity of the 161st 
to the Captial'ROK Infantry Division, prinary support .ras to be gi.ycn 
to the Koreans. 



The division 17M still illvolyed ill clearing operations to the north botween here and the Phu Gat Mountains. Imoediately the 161st WM illv6lved in several oonbat Msaul ts, receivillg an early baptisn of fire, since several ships received hits. The unit relllized that the tra.il1ing 17[1.8 over, Ill1d there 'i£>.8 no "second best" ill conbat. This attitude was. carried frou Dess hl:lll to uaintellDnoe, fron signal to . flight line, and every individual strove for perfection in his \70m. The air crews \lOre introduced to the pluiase IInoroa1 rosupply" which· neant long hours of bore dOD hauling tons of supplieo to. Koreo.n outposts, o.nd punctUated by ocoassional aniper fire or' lost REM. Flying in Vietna.o 17M different and at tiLles dangerous, but with an exoellent attitude each illdividual. beo<,.I:le proficient at ooping rrith the unusulll~ 

The 161st also began workingrrith the .ARVN 22nd Division. The first "Eagle Flight" ;;as nade ill early April. ·OODPa.ny sized Oonbat .Ass.llul ts rrere run north of Qui Nhon, anda;ga.:i.n, na.ny lessons uere lellrIlod. ' 

Major oporlltions ill rrhich the 161st played a. signif'ieo.nt role. during 1966,'elle I 

a) .9!p].!l.![~'l.UL BEVEBil: I 6~16~. west of Pleiku. Supported 3rd Brigllde, 25th Infantry Division. • 
. b) .!LP.fjlR.~TIOl'l NL.TJ!M! HALE 24 June to 15 July 1966. North .. west of Tuy Hoa. SUJ?Ported 2/327 InfroitJ;Y of 101st Airborne Div. e ).Q!'4J:.r.t.TION GOLOR.Il.DO 6-9 AuguSt. ,northwest of Ghu Lai. Gun Plllto<Yil reini'ol;eed Mo.rillellnIOd Helioopto"s frOD V}4O..6~' . d) Ol'EilATION THA.YER 12-19 Septeober. NoJitlmest of Bong Son~ Supported: 1st Gav Division. Fleu 285 hoUrs , 1,956 sorties , Ill1d oarl;ied 2;734 pMsengers and laa tons of oargo ill 5 iW.ys of oper~tion.' . 
e) OPElRil.'rION OMEGA 1 Ootober to 31 Pctober. DIlh To. 
Supported 5th Speoial Forces Group. . 
f) OPEIl.h.TIOI! MENG HO 6-7.-8 22 Septenber to 31 Decenbor. Phu Gilt Mountail1S. North of Qui lfuon. Supportod Gapi till Republic 6f Korea (nO!{) Infantry Division ill olearing 
operation. 

Many tiDes during the year, the "Scorpions" proved their' effeo~ iveness. Moat. significant w~ a Septcnber ncar. Phu Ly bridge, HW 1, north of Lane t.:J..'rly Helipad. Large nuobers of Viet Gong Tlere obsel;'Ved noving uest, [JXlay fron the Phu Gat Mountains, Illld the "Scorps" were present. For 2f hours they vioioUl3ly attooked eneDY positions ill the face of heavy elleDy fire. Three tines, they renrDGd end refueled Ilf'ter expending Illl ordl1!lnce. Wh(m the sneke cleared, 227 Viet Gong were ored! ted to the platoon. 

Throughout the yevx, the outstanding suppressive fire delivered Illl but elininatcd hits on slicks during GOL1bat Assaults. 

In addition to the oajor operations Dcntiml0d above, a la.rge nunber of i:ndependent GAlS Tlere oonducted in support of US, POR, and .ARVN troops. El'.oh tir.10 the OODPony pcrforoed in a professional nanner 
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which proved thc.t no job was too nt . , 
depC'xted during' the yoar oould s ~I" or too sno.ll. Every non who 
161st ll.vintion Conpo.ny/" o:y n proud I 11('.8,0. nonbor of the 
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