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1618t Avintion Company
14th Avintion.Battalion
APO San Trancisco 96238

COMPANY HISTORY -

. The 161st Assault Helioopter Company (AML) was activated on 1
September’ 1965, by Third United States General Order Number 264, dated
2% August, 1965, at mero strength and equipments It was located at
Fort Benning, Georgia., and local. resou:r:ces were to be used to initially
' fill required posit:.ona. ' ‘ : ‘

New a,rr:.vals of personnel .f'rom other statlons during Septem’ber and
October, 1965 brought the unit to T0 & B strength for deployment.  1Qth
Aviation Group at Fort Benning provided oricftation end training of the
mit, and assisted in solving the multitude of problems in prepering
for overseas deployment to a combat zone.

After & Pre-Oversees I vement lee,ve and shipment of g1l TQ & E-
equipment, .personnel of the 161st departed Fort Benning by alroraft,
on 28 November 1965, and nrrived on the West Coast the follewing morming.
There, they boarded & troop ship and depar'ted for "déstination unikmom',
somewhere :.n V:Leh'ua.m

On 21 December 1965, the ship arrived at Qui Nhon, ‘and after a one
hour bus ride, the main body arrived at AN So#f Valley. - There, thoy , -
discovered a corub oovered hill, covered with mud that was to be "home" i
‘for the next 11 months, "Hex" tents had been set up, but with the
rain and mud, d:c;y' clothes and foet were considered a luxury,

Immedlately, permanent structures were plamed, but dve to a lack
of engineer support, materials hed to be "locally procurcd" and work
had to be done by the men themsclves. . Officers gnd EM alike wndertock
- the task of olearing the hill for living qUa.rters, and materials were
gathered from variocus sources.

With Christmos approaching, moralec wos oxtremely low, Due to the:
efforts of Captain Robert Arrington, the Mesa Officer, the mess hall -
was partially completed end piecces of lumber werc "scrounged" so that

a "sit down" Christnas Dinner was available on Christmas Day. Mess
personnol worked long hours, and 'I:he:Lr efi‘orts renewed high nora.le and
the desire to improve the area. :

‘The goal was “e‘very ma'n‘out of a tent and into e building ASAPIM
Soon, this goal was attained, and the unit chariged its immediate '
efforts to beooning operational. Alrcéraft arrived and were quickly made
airgorthy aftcr the long journey from the States by aircraft carrier.

By late January, the 161st was able to notify the 52nd Battalion in :
Pleiku that 1t wes operational and ready to accept nmissions, f

Missions come fast and furious.  Due to the proxinmity of the 161st
to the Captinl RK Infentry Division, prinmary support was to be given
to the Xorcans.




 The division was still involved in clearing operations to the
north botween here and the Phu Cat Mountaine, Immediately the 1618t

was invélved in several combat assaults, rcceiving an early baptisn

of fire, since several ships roceived hitse The wnilt realized that

the training was over, and there wes no "seoond bedt" in combat., This
attitude was carried from mess hall o vaintenance, fron signal to -
flight line, and every individual strove for perfection in his work,
The air orews were introduced to the phrese Mormal rosupply' whiok
meant long hours of boredon hauling tons of supplies to. Korean outposts,
and punotuated by ocoassionsl sniper fire or-lost RRM, Flying in
Vietnar was different and at tities dangerous,; but with an excellent
attituds each individunl beceno proficient at coping with the wusual,

_Tho 1618t also bogan worling with the ARVN 22nd Division, The
first "Eagle Flight" vas nade in eerly April, ‘Company sized Corbat
dssaults were T north of Qui, Nhon, and again, nany lessons were
learnod,. ' . . :

lajor operations in vhich the 161st played a signifioant role
during 1966 vem:s : o "

2) OPERATION PAUL REVERE I 6~16 May. West of Pleiku.
Supported 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division. . .
'b) OPERATION NATHAN HALE 24 June to 15 July 1966, North -
west of Tuy Hon, Supporbed 2/327 Infantry of 1018t Airborne Div,
c) OPERATION GOLORADO 6~9 dugust, Northwest of Chu Led.
tun Platoon reinforced Marine Armed Helioopters fron VMOws, ;
- a) OPERATION THAYER {2-19 Septerber, Northwest of Bong Son,
Supported’lst Cav Division. Flew 285 hours, 1,956 sorties, and
coxrried 2,754 passcngers and 188 tons of carge in 5 dnys of
operation, '
o) OPERATION OMEGA 4 October to 31 Octobers Dch To. ]
Supported 5th Special Forccs: Group,
£) QPERATION MENG HO 6m7-8 22 Scpterber o 31 Docember, Phu
Cat Mounteing, North of Qui ¥hon, Supported Capital
Republic 6f Korea (ROK) Infantry Division in olearing
operation,

Meny tines during the year, the "Scorpions" proved their effect~
iveness. Moat significent wos 8 Soptetber near Phu Ly bridge, HW 1,
north of Iane Army Helipnd. Large numbers of Viet Cong were observed
noving vwest, cway from the FPhu Cat Mountains, and the “Scorps" were
present. For 2% hours they viciously atincked enemy positions in the
face of hegvy encny fire. Threc tines, they resrred #nd refusled ,
after oxpending cll ordnance. When tho smoke oleared, 227 Viet Cong
were creditod to the platoon.

Throughout the year, the outstending suppressive fire delivered
all but elinminated hits on slicks during Cortbat Lssaults,

In addition to the major operstions menticned above, a lerge
nunber of independent CAls were conducted in support of US, POR, and
ARV troops. Each tine the oonpany perforned in a professional marmer




‘which proved thet no job was. too groat, or too amail. Every nagn vho
deperted during the yeor could say "I'n proud T wes: o renber of the

'1761st Aviotion Companyt" |
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