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U. OPERATIONS SUPPCRTING 'IHE CAPITAL ROK INFAN'IRY DIVISION 

(1 January 1967 to 13 January 1967) 

During this short period t 1,e 17~th Aviation Company continued to main­

tain its outstanding reputation by providing combat helicopter support to 

t!ie Capital ROK Infantry Division . In providing this support the Company 

flew combat resupply missions for the Cavalry Regiment and the 1st Regiment. 

'.lhese units secured the area north of Qui Nhon, extending from the Phu Cat 

Mountains on the coast, westward to the An Khe Pass. In addition, the 

Company furnished ccrnbat helicopter support to the 26th Regiment, which was 

busily engaged in extendinp the Division's area of operations southward 

from the Cu Muong Pass (just west of Qui Nhon) to Song Cau. 

X OPERA TTONS SUP;PORTING 'IHE 9'lli ROK (WHI'IE HOOSE) Drl/ISION . 

( 14 January 1967 to 25 March 1967) 
~ 

AJIID 'IHE 1ST BRIGADE, 101ST AIRBCRNE DIVISION 

( 30 January 1967 to 5 Februax-y 1967) and 

( 18 February 1967 to 2~ February 1967) 

On 1L January 1967 the 17L,t~ Aviation Company beran providing- canbat 

helicopter support to the 9th ROK (White Horse) Division at Ninh Hoa. 

Initb:1lly, tf-tis support was .furnished from trie Company's base at 1:lne Army 

Heliport by sending helicopters T'IJY to Ninh Hoa. Because of the long ferry 

distance between L3ne ti.HP and Ninh Hoa, arrangements were quickly made to 

construct a semi-permanent he liport and ba.se camp at Ninh Hoa. Under the 

direetion of C~t Hen?IY Rc\Yfflond, the work proeeeded so quickly ~~d smo~thJ, 

that on 28-29 January 1967 the CompAny was able to move from Lane AHP to 



Ninh Hoa by LST ri¢'lt into wooden tent frame type buildinps. The facilities 

included showers, latrines, kitchen, mess halls, officers clnb, enlisted 

club, not to mention office and ample billeting space. 

As the Company re;;ir elements prepared to m'Jve from Lane ARP +..o Ninh Hoa, 

the C01npany furnished 13 Ulf-lD ( slicks} and 5 UH-lC ( gunshipe) helicopters 

to support 9th Division combat operations. These operations ran ired from 

Tuy Hoa on the north, to Ninh Hca and as far sou th as Phan Rang. 'Ihe Canpany 

conducted 3 regimental sized combat assaults, the last of which occurred as 

the major part of the CompMy moved by LST from Qui 'tl-'hon to J\lha Trang, all 

without the sli¢-itest break in the CQnbat support provided. 

On the morning of 30 January 1967, just as the Company rear was moving 

into it's new base at Ninh Hoa, the C0Tl'lpany received oroers to close at Phan 

'Ihiot not later than 1900 hours p.nd beg-in supporting the 1st Brigade, 101st 
~ 

Airborne Divisionc Again, the Canpany responded in an exempwy manner by 

ccmpleting the move of a maintenance team and a P.O.L. team to the new lo­

cation easily within the time allotted. The nirht of 30 January 1967 tnrned 

rut to be a sleepless one for many as plans were T11ade and orders deciminated. 

At the crack of dawn on 1 February 1967, the 17Lth Avi~tion Company and the 

10th Canbat Aviation B,:itt.alion moved the forward fighting ekme!'1ts ')f the 

1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Divisi'JJl on a remarkable combat heliborne assault. 

Wlthin a few hours the area ;H"ound New Bao Loe, long a Viet Cong stronf-

hold, was beseired frcm the air ~nd turned into a large base c~mp complex. 

During the next few days the Company participated in numerous combat assaults 

and extraetions as the area around New Bao Loe was secured and expanded. 

On S February 1967 the 174th Aviation Company (AML} was releaead from 

it1 s canmitment to support the 101st Airborne Brigade and returned t') Ninh Hoa. 
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Personnel and equipment were moved back to Ninh Hoa and the next,day the 

17Lth Aviation Oompany began supportinPc the 9th ROK (White Horse) Division 

once again . 

On 18 February 1967 the C?mpany was called upon to support the 1st 

Brigade, 101st Urborne Division when the 10th Combat Aviati-Jn BattAlion 

was pulled from them to support Operati?n Junction City. The Brig~de 

C,:;mmander was so pleased by the canbat helicopter suop?rt that his unit re­

cieved from the 17uth that he sent letters of appreciation to the C?mpany 

Commander, Major William c. Dalrymple ~nd the CompPny Oper~tions O~ficer, 

Major Henry E. Schwarz. 

Upon its release from supportinr the Screaming Eap-les ( 1/101s t) on 

25 February 1967, the 17uth Aviation C'Jlllpany (AML) returned to Ninh Hoa e~d 

be~an supporting the 9th ROK (White Horse) Divisi0n again. 

Throughout the period when the Comp~ny supported the 9th ROK Division, 

the combat ~ssaults were ~t least batt~lion si.ed a~d, more often, r egi­

mental sized assAults. As examples: On 7 February 1967 ei¢1t lift nnd four 

armed helicopters conducted a combat assault 10 miles southwest of Ninh Hoa 

carrying 1,092 troops. Ten lift and four armed helicopters supported the 

9th ROK (White Horse) Division on ill February in an area 13 miles southwest 

of Ninh Hoa lifting 1,252 troops int-:, the landing zone. During the period 

16 - 18 February 1967 twenty lift and fJUr armed helicopters were utilized 

in transporting 1.6:)u troops on combat assaults into landing ~ones 10 miles 

northwest of 'fuy Hoa. Again, on 17 March, the Company lifted 1,816 troops 

of the 28th ROK Regiment into the same area utilizinp: twenty lift and six 

armed helicopters. On 25 March 1967, L30 ROK tro')ps were rs.pelled into 

the junp.le are;;. S miles scmthwest of Ninh Hoa. Nine lift and four :;irmed 

helicopters accomplished this missi~n. All lifts were coordinated by the 
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174th and, as indicated by their size, were phenom01al acccmplishrnents. 

Upon c-:mpletion of the ccmbat assault on 25 March 1967, the 17Lth Aviation 

Ccmpany (AML) was ordered to return to its former base camp at Lane AHP. 

The Commandinp Officer of the 9th ROK (White Horse) Division, 7vl'..ajor General 

Lee, was so enthused with the ccmbat helicopter supp".>rt furnished his unit, 

he personally went to see Lieutenant General Larson, CommAnding Officer, 

First Field Forces Vietnam (IFFV), in a futile attempt to have the order 

chanf!ed. Major General lee was so appreciative that the Company Ccmmander, 

Major William c. Dalrymple, and the Company Operations Officer, Major 

Henry E. Schwarz, were presented letters of commendati-:,n for t~eir individual 

efforts and for and in behalf of the men of the 17Lth Aviation Ccmpany. 

In the short period from 25 to 28 March 1967 the entire Com~any moved 

it's flight elements by air and it I s main b'Xly back to I..e.ne AHP by IST. 

XI. OPERf\.TIONS SUPPORTING TBE )RD BRIGtcDE, 25TH INFAN'IRY DIVISION AT LZ UPLIFT 

( 28 March 1967 to 18 April 1967) 

On 28 11arch 1967 the 174th Avia ti -:,n Company (Ai~) be fan supporting the 

}rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division in c~bat operations south of Bong S,m, 

around LZ Uplift. An average of three platoon sized co~bat assaults were 

m,;\cle every morning with the extraction of the same troops in the evening. 

The a9mpany maintained support in the form -:,f thirteen lift and five armed 

helicopters since a3suminf this mission. As further demonstration of it's 

versatility, on 6 Apri~ 1967 the 17wth Aviation Canpany conducted a comp~ny 

sized C'JITlbat ass~ult f~r t~e 22nd ARVN Division. A total ~f 207 troops were 

lifted into two lancHng zones seven miles northeast '.)f LZ Uplift. This 

combat assault was significant in th~t the C'Jmpany coordinated the prepara­

tory fires of not only US and Vietnamese artillery batteries, but also US 

h 



. .._,____ . 

naval gunfire from a destroyer standing off shore. Operati0ns. in support 

of the Jrd of the 25th continued in the LZ Uplift area until 16 April 1967 

when the Brigade started to move 37 N.,M. north to Due Pho. 

XII. OPERJ\ TIONS SUPPORTING THE 3RD BRIGADE, 25TH IllFtlN'IRY DIVISION AT DUC PHO 

(19 April 1967 to 2w June 1967) 

Initially, the US Marines started the campaign t o clear Quanr Ngai , 

Province of Viet Cong only to be repelled. In a short time the 3rd of the 

25th took their place. The Due Pho area was virfin enemy territory, sot~ 

speak. Intelligence estimates of the situRtion indicated that the Viet C0ng 

had c ·:mtrolled the area for more than twenty years, that the Viet Cong had 

. one of the best developed hamlet VG infra-structures in Viet!)-am in this 

region and that 2 to 3 members of almost every Vietnamese fami~y actively 
" 

supported the Viet Cong. The problem at Due Pho was an interestin? one -

how to destroy the Viet Cong, return the area to Vietna~ese g~vernment 

control and provide a secure atmosphere S'.) thnt the pe0plf, C'Julct substantial­

ly improve their standard of livinf in peace. 

To accomplish this the rn..: th Aviatir.::rn Comp;,ny lifte~ element~ .,f the }rd 

of the 25th on combat operati0ns daily. These oper8tions gave the 17hth 

Aviation Company a real taste of c'Jmbat in that one or more ground units 

were ~lways in heavy ·contact with the enemy. By way ~f statistics to sub~ 

stantiate this; 67 helicopters were shot 3t and 38 hit one or m0re tLmes. 

L.ickily, while the C'Jmpany sustained 12 cMsu2lties from combat h~lic0pter 

operations, the wounds were such that the men fully recuper:;ite~. after a 

period of convalescence. 

The lof'lstics of the support rendered cturing this time reflect3 the 

high 1c,.,e1 0f coordination that exists wi. t.hin t he 17bth t:n.<1ti :m C,:,m_pc1ny, 
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Due to the initial loggar1ng a-t LZ Uplift when the unit began it's support 

of the .3rd of tfte 25th, a contingent element of the company was moved to 

that location on 28 March 1967 and a seccnd see,nent of the canpany was brrught 

to Due Pho on 19 April 1967 to provide operational supervision, maintenance 

support, and POL facilities. 'Ibis le:f't the un1l split into three dist~t 

wide-spread locations. The high quality of support triat the 171.i.th Aviation 

Ccmpany set as it's nonn was not curtailed by this extremely adverse situa­

tion. In spite of the reduced work force at each location and difficuity 

in communications caused by distance and dispersion of equipment, the unit 

continued to plan, coordinate and carry out it's assigned missions with 

expediency, exactness, and impecable efficiency. This imposing situation 

was contended with until 20 May, 'When the entire 174th was moved to the new 

base camp at Due Pho, RVN. 

Then, in the early morninp of 24 June 1907 at 0052 hours, tragedy struck 

when the Viet Cong assaulted the Due Pho base camp with a mortar and recoil­

less rifle attack. A total of 2h shells landed in the Cc:mpany area lir}1tly 

damaging 3 and heavily damaging one helicopter. One of these shells hit 

one of the 409th Maintenance Detachment billeting tents killing Sp4 Themas 

Dickinson ~.nd Sp4 Larry R. Guentzel and wounding 36 others. The men of the 

174th Aviation C'Jll\pany (AML) responded to the emergency in accordance with 

the finest traditions af the US Arrrry by quickly doing their jobs in accord-. 

ance with previously prepared defense plans and promptly treating the 

wounded. The next day the men of the 17Lth began their duties with renewed 

determination to avenge their fallen comrades. 
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XIII. OPERATIONS SU?POR TING 'IliE 3RD Bf.'.IQADE, 251H D1F!J·T1RY 1l!V!SIO'-T 11.T nrr~ P'·W 

(25 June 1967 to 31 October !967) 

During this period the 174th Aviation Company has continued to maintain 

itt s outstanding reput:ition by providing comb::it helicopter support to the 

101st Airborne Division and the 3rd Brigade, htb Infantry Division. While 

providing this support the 171.ith Aviation C0mp~.ny has c0ntinually set new 

records in the field of ccmbat aviation support. These records, in both 

maintenance and the actual flying of the aircraft, are evidence of the 

determination, versatility and capabilities of the men and aviators of this 

unit. 

An example of this was displayed on 2.5 June 1967 when the 171.ith assist­

ed in the support of the 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division by lifting 1.56 

troops of the 1st .Battalion 327th Infantry and the 2nd Battali-:m 327th 

Infantry on a combat assault to a location eigl'?.teen miles northwest of Due ., 

Pho. The 174th Aviation Company had suffered heavy casualties and equipment 

losses on the night of 24 June 1967 during an enemy mort~.r and recoilcss 

rifle attack on their position. 

The versatility of the 174th Aviation Compruiy was displayed when they 

participated in a combat assault on 3 July 1967 during which all aviators 

-'ll'ld crew members were required to wear gas masks. Prior to the combat. 

assault Air F6rce A-1E1 s dropped a large concentrati0n of CS ras into the 

area of 0peratbns. This mission pr0ved hifhly successful and no doubt 

lead to future missions of t.his type. The 17Lth has als ') worked in sup-

port of the psycholog-ical warfare eff.')rt by assisting S-.5 of the Jrd Brigade, 

4th Infantry Divisi0n in dr0pping 200,000 leaflets per de.y. Loudspeaker 

teams who broadcast their messages from the aircraft are 2.ls:::> flOT,m on an 

average of two hours per day. 
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On 27 September 1967 the 174th Aviation Company sent ten lift and fou 

gun helicopters in supp:irt of the 1st and 2nd Battalions 327th Infantry at 

Tam Ky RVN. During this combat assault 165 troops were lifted into the 

area of oper~tion . This area was an enemy stronghold and all aircraft re­

cieved automatic weapons fire with several reports of So caliber machine 

gun fire·. A high degree of skill and professi'Jnr!lism w;;i_s displayed by all 

the aviators and crew members of this unit as the 17uth completed the mis­

sion with no injuries or combat damage to the aircraft of this unit. 

'.Ihis pericxi noted a complete ch~nre of the unit and detachment key 

personnel. Major Thomas W. Wheat assumed canmand of the 174th Aviation 

Ccmpany on 27 June 1967. Through the next few weeks the unit experienced a 

change of many of it's key officers. Major Roy F. McMillan was assi.ned c\S 

the unit XO, Captain Kenneth R. Kolovich was assii:ned Operations Officer, 

lLt Edwili. D. Gillie as Intelligence Officer and Captain Edward L. Goff as 

409th 'IC Detachment CO. '!he third flight platoon was taken by CPT Tanner 

who W?..S later w1JUnded and replaced by CPT WoC>ds. 'Ihe other tw-:, flight 

platoons have had changes in the platoon lea.ders with lLT McCrary serving 

as first platoon leader anci CPT B0swell as plato~ leader of the second 

flight platoon. 'Ihrough close c-:>operation and lon? h:JUrs of w-:>rk all of 

the ab0ve officers have contributed freatly to the successful cr:xnpletion of 

the mission assif'!led the 17Lth ~viati-:,n C-:,mpany. 

This period marked 3 first for the 17Lth Aviati'Jtl C')mp?.ny. On 11 Sep-

te~ber 1967 the unit was listed as 100% flyable. This w~s accomplished to 

the credit of the 17Lth Aviation Company's LO9th TC Det~chment. A fly-by 

was hel~ ~nd all the aircraft of the unit were 2irborne. The fly-by was 

attended by COL Wear of the 3rd Brirade, Lth Infnntry Division, Major Wheat 
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of the 17Lth Aviation Ccmpany and other c0mmanders and VIPs of the Due Pho 

area. During this four month span the 17Lth ~viation Company had flown a 

total of 215 combat assaults and 150 extractions in addition to the mammoth 

j0b of resupply, command and control and other vnrious missi?ns assigned 

this unit. 

During tl-iis period many proble1T1S faced the 17L th. Sane of these were 

building adequate mess facilities and acceptable showers for the officers, 

NCOs and EM. H?Wever, thr?ugh close coordination, proper supervision, and 

an aggressive attitude on the part of every one, these problems were met 

and solved expeditiously. In ?ddition, availability of supplies required 

for the CQl"lstruction of the improved revetments for the helicopter pars 

gave the 174th Aviation Company the opportunity to replace the emergency 

revetments that were constructed upon the arrival of the unit to Due Ph,:,. 

With the ac1vent of the m,:,nso-:>n season and "the painful memory of the 

disaster caused by a mort~r roun0. hittinp. one 0f our tents, it was quite 

obvious that improvements were required in the billetinr of the unit's 

personnel. Great c~re ana foresifht was utilized to formulate plans for 

a protective bunker type tent kit with a floor raised sufficiently ab~ve 

ground level to aissure · saf"ety fr:m1.. flo::ir'ipg,,. , A ,schednle .was rievised and 

the 17Lth A.viation Ccrnpany set itself t? the task :,f renovating it's "hane". 

'Ihe proP!'am is still in process and throu¢1 a m'Jflumental effort on the part 

of all members of the unit, it is rapidly reaching fruition. The diffi­

culties of ~btaining the materials required t~ acc~mplish this task c~n­

tinues to p~se ~ pr0blem. However, by fully utilizinr every s~urce availa• 

ble :1nd the scrupulous, frugal use of all materials acquirec1, this pr,:,blem 

is diminishing in importance. 

It was during this peri~ct that a unit pAtch w~s acopted. The patch, 
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a,s exhibited on the cover of this annual history, incorp0rates the fi~es 

of a shark and a dolphin, the names adopted for the unit's gunships and 

slicks. 'Ihe USARV sword is centered on the crest and the aviator wings 

superimposed on it. Two lifhtning bolts flank the sword blade, indicat­

ing power and devastating speed . The unit's record has been built not 

only on it's accomplishments of extremely high c3liber within the realm of 

duties of an aviation unit under the most adverse and hostile conditions, 

but also for it's capacity to accomplish the task of building the unit 

base camp with no assistance other than the unit1 s own personnel, while 

setting the 17th Group record for the hifhest total hours flown. What 

motto could be chosen for the unit patch other than the very appropriate, 

11NO'IHING IMPOSSIBLE". 

XIV. OPERATIONS SUPPCRTING 'IlIE 3RD BRIGADE, 4TH INFAN'IRY DIVISION AT DUC PHO 

( l November 1967 to 31 December 1967) 

The latter part of October and the early pnrt of t-rovember f ound the 

17Lth Aviation Company in a tight situation. As a result of the hi/!h 

number .Jf hours the unit was flyinp, many of tli.e unit's aviators were nn­

able to man aircraft bec::i.use of the close proximity of their flyinr. hours 

to the maximum limitation of 140 h 'JUrs in a 30 day period. With the assist­

ance of the 14th CJmbat Aviation Battalion pilots fr'JITI other units were 

assipnea on short TDY periods t~ this unit until our own pilots startea to 

leave enou¢i time t :::, be flyable. 

'Ihe last two rnonths of t'1e year saw a continuation of the .tine :,u,(l~,:rt 

· th~.t, has: C·Jm~ t 0 be e:it:1ect~ j f the 17Lth Avi.-1ti Jn G")m,rn.ny ... ·,-They als o r.-.ro­

vi0.en cm 0:i:-ir:>rtunity •f')r th1s. unit t <J e.xp:mrl it!..s ;;r actice 'Jf c ·:intinu ) US · 
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training and µiform-'lti '.m rendered to the uni ts sup;))rtect on the -:,ptimum 

utilization of helicopters in all phases of support. 

'Ihe 198th Infantry Brigade was aSifTled TDY to the uth Infantry Division. 

Having newly arrived from CONUS, they were not familiar with the C8pacities 

and capabilities of helicopter supp0rt in Vietnam. 'Ihe 174th Aviation 

CQllpany conducted classes for ,q two week period to familiarize the unit with 

the proper methods and proce~ures pertaining t0 load limits, positi0ning of 

personnel, equipment and supplies in the aircraft, l'Jadinr .<ind unloading 

efficiency, PZ and LZ positioning and other facits of helicopter usage. 

The 17~th Aviati0n Company then supplied the aircraft for the initial 

CAs and etractions of the 198th Brigade. As a result of critiques offeren, 

based on the efficiency of the 198th personnel -:,n these lifts, valuable 

information was offered to the 198th to improve their learning to a maximum 

degree. The unit's heliborne c~pabilities had impr-:,ved greatly in it1 s 

two-week 'IDY peri'Xi and, as a direct result of the 17L th Aviati0n Company1 s 

efforts, they went to their new locati0n with ~ ft'eater c-:,nfidence resulting 

fr-:rn a better kn-:,wlec!re of wh;,1.t to exoect .~nc1 h')W t'.) obtain rn~..ximurn heli­

copter support in ~11 it's diversified CPpabilities. 

'lthis-trainin~ peri'Xl was also employed by the 17Lth Aviati8n Company 

to impr0ve it's 'JWl1 capacity, ana also to shift emphasis in it1 s training 

schedule. 'Ihe latter proved invaluable in the ~st part of December when 

the 11th Infantry Division was assif:'Cled to aasume respJnsibility of the 

3rd -:,f the uth1 s A.O., effective 2 January 1968. 'Ihe irnpr-:,ved format was 

incorporated to train the 11th Divisi')n who also were new arrivals to Viet 

Nam. One major change was the inclusion of ttprnctice" CAs anr! extractions 

t .'.) better evaluate the c omprehension ?f the instructed unit. This change 

was found to be most effective and s~tisfactory. 
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During this peri0d Major Th'Jmas W. Wheat Jr. ret;dned comm;:ind of the 

unit. There were several chf!nr-es in his staff: Cpt George w. B0swell 

assumed the position of C,:,mpany Executive Officer; Major Glen D. Gibson 

to'Jk over as Op~ra ti 'Jns Officer; and WOl Michael L. Benek replaced WOl 

Leon Williams P.S unit IP with tr-e additional duty of Assistant Operations 

Officer,. . 

'Ihe Thanksgiving holiday f1JUnd the 17lith Aviation C-Jmp::iny engap.ed in 

the staggering effort of supplyinr A hot turkey meal to every individual of 

the Division who was located in t he fielc. Although it meant being l ate for 

our own unit's enjoyable meal, the ships were not shut d?wn untill the 

mission was completed. 

The same task was accomplished on Christmas day. The implementation 

of the 11th Division to the A.O. mace the job even more difficult, but the 

~ 

full cooperation of each man in the unit found the mission acc1mplisheo 

before the men felt the work day was over anrl the holinay eveninr- begun. 

The 17Lth 11.viati:in Cr:mpany was host to a proup of 100 .;;irphans for a 

Christmas party on 26 December. The oririnal f!''mj) of volunteers who 

were to supervise the party found their ranks swelled with every available 

man fr'Jm the unit. Everyone cooper~ten to make the d2y a most enjoyable 

one for the chilnren. They were riven a v.ood mec1.l, party hats anct noise­

makers, some toys that the unit's me~bers had boufht And items that were 

r equested fr om family ;mcl friencs in the U .s. Before the 'Jrphans l eft , 

they als0 rave us ;:i rift: a c ·)ncert of Vietnamese s :in rs And the memory of 

100 radiantly smilinp faces, a rift without price. 

The spirit of givinr t ~at is so prominent at Christ~as is ;:inother 

quality of the 174t11.. The hir-h R".>c1. ls of the pa21t year h2.ve been attc.1incd 

only through the complete giving ')f one.1 s strength, c'Joperation, and 
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initiative on the part 0f everv individual in the unit. 

Th view of the obsticals that hAd to be overc'."mle, it w~uld h~ve t0 

be admitted that the pAst year was monumental in its aCC".)Jllplishments. 

The 17hth Avi8tion C?mp,-my hds fl'JW?'l 30,895 hours, 167,186 sorties, 

lifted 208,806 passengers, 10,583 tons Qf cargo an~ provided in excess 

of 457 Combat Assaults and 311 extractions • 

. The esorit de corps of the unit leaves everyone lo~kinr forw:ll"d to 

the new year with renewed vigor and · t~e desire to prove that, indeed, £or 

the 17Lth, there is -

NO'IHING IMPOSSIBLE. 

',h·~--tJ\~ 3_.,_-~_)(_ 
?':!CHA.EL L I3Af''EK 
WOl Avn 
Unit Historian 
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