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TL'T ~-<'fill;;.IV~ - O} B~:..TIOH !{OF;FOLf. VlC"''"""..Y 
,- Je.nue.ry 196e to 30 April 1%13) 

ThP- e:·rly pe.rt of 1968 will long be reinembered in Vietn~.m. Enemy troops 
!>tr.gad their aredest offensive of the long war in t::e fint. i:uo D".o,.t.h:; of the 
n•w y,'"-~. 0,1e of i:.ha hottest 2.nd most contested c.rer.:; in U.t.J c:01:ntry ·.-ms ,~·,.mg 
?.tg.~.;;. City, in the I!orthern portion of the 174th AviFt.'cr.n Com;:,~ny 1s a.-ca of 
c•p0r:::'- :Luns. 

The Sherk (UH-lC) gi.:nships e.nd the Dolphin (UH-lD) slicks of the 174th wera 
repe2.ter.ly ~dlcd upon to F-~t-, forth their gre2.te::.t effort to re;:,el V~ ~t Conr, t'.'!~: 

i l . V .A. offcn~ives, On 31 .i"2.n'l.1<.r:r d, "-P:J:-o:~-~t'lly 0502 hours, the prixiary Sh.-,.J.·1: 
[~"t::i: :•.•) t,ee.m w;,.s scrr-mbl~d to !tu.=-.ng i':"g::.i C~.ty, l!O R'J:.•,,el Doer s,::.n,. c::nd h::.:; p:i. :_·yi;, 
t-:O ?.-i~.h.:-.eJ. l-.a,'}1.:>, foi:l1c: e. b2.tt.:.J.io11 s:!.zecl. 1-memy m1it w.;::: try:i.n·: to R' rron,.d t b:~ 
t:1e ,,•:. ,i.'t Nf:d :.irf".'lld en the 1 est s5ce oi t h-3 d-:y. 'l':1e ene:.:y t:roc,r,i: h-0 .tl. , ~---· 
rr::~.c~-:,' c0• <:-rrt'-1'1 e.n A., JN tri:.~.ning ce.1rrp, occt,.pi~d the hospii:tl and ;:1ir:.:-.,;:d nu1,1t..?.l'~"'" 
pEhlic !:;·,.1Ell.ings. 

On its j.niti~.l M1ll, tne le2.d Sh.-.rk took severrl hits froll! ai·.tomatic i>.nd 
!'ltnall ,·:..-ns f:'re. Tl,e ::.:P.cond Sh..rl(, flo\,n by ~;o Gh, ::-hs i'.iller end iw Dc:n 'P.!,rt.on 
m£QG t:.T:i , lC p;:.ss es 1:.t t:1e hei:.viest concentr-: tion of en.e;cy fire on tl,e t.r0n1('. c.d 
,,J.so i_;,o\ numerou.,; hits, After me.ny p,·rc:ses i:.t ·i:he still po0rly illuirl1~r.tP.d r-.,W!'l'T 
t -·•.r~•}t.s, .i.t beco.:.o e.!Jp, rsnt the.t more firepo\ier \1,:.s ae,:-,;3s2.:y r.nc' the i:,v;onC:,; .• •;c 
g1-:r.-;.'.-.4.p term -wt.s scrrm~lec, The secouc' tel.'.m led by Ci; t, Thor,,2.s 1.oc,c:~,, wc.s b:-~ -,/ .. 
,',\ us ·;;he ,?rii:·.,ry te,ir. and the gro'l.•nc' con:r.;tnc.er. The g:,:-01.'.."d com:r;..t1d1:;c• 1 ci;,,rtcd 
tr.e.t the SouthweRt co1·ner of the periineter ve,s undor he •. vy pr~ss·;,·e 1:,y :>. ;J .2.to,,n 
siz.cC: V .c. force t·sin6 mortors .:.nd a ~tom,: tic wee.pons. Cpt. j-;:JoC:s oiTec:.ec; 1:5.1.' 
~ ,2.r.1. C'O p1;.sses on the design:·t~d rree. and. gredly relieved the pressnre U.m;a, 
;. t tr.is . time, the Sh--r!;:s were c1:i.vertec. to the overrun l.I:Vil tr,,-_inin~ c,, .il':i', le;;-_,,_ 
in:: the so1.1thwestern perimeter to a set of Air Fo~ce fighters • 

. .l,.fter _the ~econ~--ry te;--m ireC:e one _p.:.ss on t:,o tri.in:i.n,1 crm:J, wO Do:::rsc.m 
c,.r;:ived w2th his prin2.ry te2.II1 on st2tion. A fifth Sh-~.ri~ lE.c re,J..;:,ced. one of 
the Sh:rks th,t h,tl oriainelly been on the prim2.I"'J tE.:,:.ru, bec2.1.we it wt.s de-.11'.eged 
to-:> be.dly to retun 1.mmedictely, Dl.10 to the .:h~..rk f:!.repm,er the c;round. troops 
were c.ble to retd e the trr.ining cc.m;J encl. the Sh2.rks v ere 2.ble to lend st1pfC'rt 
to numerous smdler b.:. ttlcs th2.t had broken out throt•.ghout the city, 

Th.enl:s to E. st~perht'm2n m;:inten.-nce effort by the l:.09th T,C. Detcchrno,1t, the 
17.'.,th g1:mships ret'l': neci for misdon dti,r mission over. th•:i bcil9:-.g·:.crcd· C'it:,. One 
of t he &h2.rl;s took 22 hits dt,.rin& the dq £'.i1ci a,.other thi..t we.s grotmcled early 
in t!1e fightin;, l.·.t3r rettTned only to receive i:,n,;ht rtc;re hit;;, 

!.t s,·nset the city ret'l'rned to frforn:!ly hrnds; 367 enemy hc.d been confirmed 
killed 11ith 238 of them crec.itec1. t o tlle 174th ships, '4,e five Sh,: .rks hc>.d flo,-m 
t . totr.l of 34 hot·.rs rnd t.:k::n 33 hits. Lespite the he. vy , nc. acc'l!.r,.l..1o AU~ 

fire t: .. e 1·;4tl1 sl'.f::'"ereo. no injuries. The Sh, .. rl<:s uere highly praised by the 
i:J'ilcric;;-n 2.dvisors, <'!'lc1. credited \;i th preventing i::. complc,te overrun of the two 
m,·.jor stron;;,hoks protect:i,,,~ the district hee.c.quarters of Qu;··ng Ne;,-::.i Frov:i.nce. 

In order to 111c:.int,-.in the momentcrn he hc.c going ch.•r.!.ng t"he Tet Offensive, the 
cnen-y n:,eded to obtt.in c,rms ,nd =ition b~.c:1.ly . The 174th w,s instn-.mentc.J. 
in helr in5 to stop t!w fim; on this supp,ly on 2.:;"F.cbr.1. ry .At ?.230 hot'I'S thd 
ni;;;ht t.he Dolphin fLre ship w2.s alerted. for c. possibls scr2ll!ble. mission. A 
ik·v:r r,d.?.r c.ircrc.ft hc.d spotted n eowm.'nist tr,,llcr on its radr.r screen. '.Ihe 
troller wc:s loc · ted .:.p_;:iro::iI::tely seven miles northe2.st of luc ?ho. At 0100 
11':mrs the f L,.re ship •. mi e. Sh.:.rlt gi:nship tE'l.:m 11erc serrn1bled to t:,e e.rc;,.. \,hen 
the 171,.th ehips ,~.rri Y:,d on the scene, l:,.vy fMiftbo,:.ts h2.d dready tr..ken the 
en01ny- vessel t·ncer fir.i , The fl · re ship mm~i.: tely st rtcc'. ilJ.umi;:,zting the 
ere2. r.110. the Sk.r!:s rollec" in with mini-g1ms rnd 2 . 75 inch roc!:ets . The enel!\'," 
trollcr threv np c::. "1e.ll of 12, 7, . ~chi11eg,.,_n fire b,.,.t dt'.e to the combined eff ~rts 
of the Swiftbozi.ts mc1 the 174th 2.ircrait, the troller rnn agro'l.-nd. The c.;.ptr.in 
of the troller,reelizil1g his hopeless sitt1.2.tion, elected to destroy his ~~5.p. 
It u::.s L:·.ter ~ssort~inod t:1.?.t 4000 rifles, 1000 57rurn r(;coilGs!l riflo rounas, end 
en 'l'.Ilesti.rr.i.ble r..moi·nt of other ordiru:.nee hL.d been c1.estr6yed. 

I 

Bes~_des these two Ii o.jor 2.ctio,1s, the 174th was instn,LJ0:1tc.l in coinbat~ 
eneey actfoilS dt·:ria,• the '.l.'et o:ftensive iI!. t::ie Sot~thern I Corp:; . The !ol;Jhins 
£.lid :":.hrrl:s i,,:.rt:icia:i tecl in 22 comb. t 2.s,.,::xlts e.ncl fot:r erlrc:ctions dt~h.,_g the 
JO dry :~3riod, The 174th also re.n 134 rest~:? 1y mis~ions . ,'.nd 18 mocl:i.c7~ et,cu­
,.tions, while s1.'.ff eriZlJ only t:1rce p-a r sonnel 1 •e,1.,nc!ec.. T,ie 171. t.h "'"" J + ·' +., ,:, 
fa1CL"\}'.:. hc.rsh blm· by killi~g '315- N.V.A. ,,.\cl v.r., +,+r>O'f'<' 

u 



Due Pho w s not for5.., r.ten by nch, rlie II d\'.I'in~ the Te~ .-'ush. l\t 0130 hours 
on 1 Febn• .. : 17, the 17~th arec";. receiveo. 35 to 40,60mm mortar rot'nds, most of 
which h ~1c:ed. on or ne;:r the fli[!;l-1t line, I.noui,-v,_: ::e 174th zi rcr.::f t tn e. vi+-<"l 
ins t:n:.rrent to the t'S effort in So\'.thern I Corps, the loctl VC L?.uncfiec.. ,mother 
1::::.rr,-,_gc <?.t Loli,?h:i.n p;·rlc on 13 Fc:b:n,ry, this time using 82mm n:orl·~rs. The 1/C 
c" ... 0 :+.r-:-yed one ship e.nc. d=ged t-wo in the five m',nute 2.t.t,.ck. t,.fte;r both a':t,,.,_k,,, 
t:1-~ Dolphin flare ship and two [harks were scrzrr.iJ.1.ed but, returned ;.;i i.:h t.::i!:no•-.--:, 
r.s:.:;·.~.ts. 

In the midst of the hef .. vy fighting, the COll'INmd of the 174th ch,.,ngec hendR. 
On 1 Febnary he:..jor Glen n·. Gibson replo.ced 1'.:-jor Thom;-.s r·. }:hee.t es co::-rnrnC::;..::g 
of'·,i,cer of t'..e 174th. TI·,e 17L,th W<!S hr.ll':=ered dt~rine t '. e et,rly P· rt of tto !'et·r 
by no11e.vc.ilibilit:y of tlrcreft; At or.e time the corapany w2.s i::mm to 1<, of -tbe 
"-:·"'.h,:.ri ZQd 23 slic:·:.; and fi V'l of the eiizht gc,.n,h-tps. This did 11ot however p::-r.-
V ::.'r,~ the 174th fror,1 p11:c-fo:·r.u,1J its mission of sup ·orting the lill:a'dc,~1 i. Lvj ::_j_,:,r. 1:;, 

lUh Ll.:;ht Infrntry Brir;ede, 

On 7 l'i.'.'.rch, in s1tp_.:ort of Operc>.tion ~:v:rw Hov, e:i r,ht slicks of the 174th 
cr.rri ;c 34/4 Lrocps of t.h.e ARVl: 1:; 4th R~giment f:.on their b,se er.ml) to a'1. area 
c.!l•mt ten miles s:n.~th,;est of ( u2ng lig,.i, Le.ter th2.t (ky, ni11~ D::-:!.ph~."~J t:::a.'1.s­
pr,,•1;,:id ::JS J1·',h Brig,.de soldiers north-.13st of Qu.:11g l:g.:.i, i.D '.lup ·ort of T rok 
t;-,._~r:,;'! :sa.rKar . 

0:1 8 A_:ril, 225 troops of the 1st B tte.lion, 20th Inf, ,•tr-y were lifted frcm 
I,7, Dragon to an e.rea ten miles northwest to kick off oper:?tion lforfo1d Victory. 

The :roblem of e.ircrrft short.,ge 1:as gredly relievec ee.rly in the Spring 
1.1ith Li1e z.r:.:ivel of new 11H11 model slic1;:s. The 11H11 II!Odels, wi·~h 1-h'l m-:::-'3 i:-:>wer­
)'.\u L-13 engine, incre.- sed the 174th's effectiveness on o.11 mi::isions. 'fhe '1.ew 
sh.: ,;is cot!ld c.:rry more cr.rgo e.nc. troops in one trip E'l"'.d t:',l'S cut do1.n the ::c,rt­
ies nscess.rry to complete resi~pply e..,d e.ssai1.l t missions. 

0PERATiot,1s· Sl!PPORTil'lG : T;-:.E ·ntn :BRIGADE AT .rte PHC 
(~ April 1968 to 31 July 1968) 

Durin2 this oeriod, th:) 174th .continued to work h;nC: e.n( h?.nd with the 
11Jungle Warriors" of the 11th LIB while also lending sup_;ort to ·,·.he :merical 
Divisions 198th faB end the Civilfon Irregular Defense Group. 

I,eeping conf.;ttnt , res~ure on ener.y troop conce11trrtions west of Qt:eng Ngei, 
the 174th inserted 200 troops of the 3rd B tt, lion lat Inf~ntry, 11th LIB into 
the a.ree. on 18 J\.111(3 to begin open·tion C;:1atPhooche Swamp. \·hen 1'11.ein L'l~c S·~•icitl 
Forces Crunp cSJne l.'llcer er!emy ;:,.tt, ck in the 198th 1 s AO, numerous lolphin slicb 
vere celled to the scent:. to cerI'j• out err.ergency rest~p,,ly oper:.tions end the 
C;Vent\'l'l ,3v2ct'.c".tion of the crll'p, \ 0 John Don2J-me roceiveo. thG [isting\'ished 
Flying Cross 1 hen he twice lrnc'.ec'. to ev2cu-. te Illirun-Duc personnel uhile his ship 
was -Cc' king hee.vy e.utome.tic \rea.pons fire and b<3ing h:l.+. by ccl,rr-.f>Ll<'I 1 frnru (flt['l • "l­
ing enemy mort,r rounts, 

On 31 Hay, tih;.-rk glmShips of the 174th were scrrurbled o.t 0030 hot'.I"S to an 
.-.ree. five miles Horthee.st of S(1.:i:.ng llgei. Semp.:ns loaded with much necf.ed VC 
SUPplies were spotted on the Cho ?-... -,,i Rivor, The Sh.i:.rk tec:.m,lee.d by W0s 1 D2.niel 
Burton end Rich::.rd &ker, rolJe d in on the enemy bo.;.ts Pnd iiru:ledL tely ce.me l!Ildcr 
fi:ro, The gi.mshps cot!lltered with rockets end mini-guns e.nd senk 35 enemy srur.p, ns, 

The mrny successft,J. c.ctions ege-.inst the enemy did. not come ~:ith 01.•.t e. he-- vy 
price ho•·(!':er, At 013C' ho1.1rs on 31 Mey, the O,:c Tho b<".se crnp cuna i·nder encll'y 
dt; c!: by VC forces using 82mm n:ortc.rs. ?-bre thrn helf of the 100 rot111ds lended 
1.-.nc'.ecl in the 174th1 s e.rea i:'.nd elong tho fligr,t line, Specir.list Fifth Gl,.ss 
Cro-1 T. t-icCoy was ldlled inst.:-ntly tis r. di. rect hit on his living a_11<.rters . The 
billets of the flight pl,.toons were d,·mz,.gcd e:rtensively c;nd nve .:>.ircrc.ft recf:lived 
lir-:ht to moc\,r-:te d,;m.;,~e. Si~=teen men were injured e.nd t I o~ted by the ?56t~ 
1'fod5.c,:.l L~t:cbll!ent, r O Hemry Tews \"'..a cw,~.rdad the Bronze St;:r withnVnfor his 
2.ctions drrin· .. t:,a r.tt.f.ck. \iO Te\·s r2n throt•.gh the incoming rot1nc's to P.riminister . . . : 
fi:r"t ~i d t,v l-ho "'""''"''"'" . (),- 1, .Trn,A . +_ ... .,,,.~-'.- _,.,,.; __ ,._ --·1 • ... t.,iS. 1 ,;-;+di if'unc~n-c-
For e 0-2 l" th its pilots killed or severely 1-.01'nc,ed by enen:y re, ve 

C ' v.. ' h 1,-4th ··o I J'Jil"S c-rter 
rollc.bly into c. coll'll'.m <l rnC: control helic.opt~r of t ~ '. • ". s " • ~ the 
end Jerry Jobmion ·.nd Speci,·.list Fo : r AJ.. .. n '. eimer :- r .~ S·.;.:nle: ~lton c ied in. t 
err sh c.lon;-,, with LTC B·rker, Comm.-nclinr Off.1cer oft ·e 4th Bc.tt, lion Jrd InfLn ry 
rnd his S-2 :- nc\ r.rtillery l;,.ison of.~icer. 

u 



During this three month period the f.blphins e.r,d 0hrrks fle1o1 6J88 h , . 
hi!!,h figure couplGd w:,.th the short.·ge of r.vi ·tors, r.r. .. 'ld ~ ser1.· "t ~tl!?"s. 

8
Tlus 

• • .,~~ <. • -., '.S -')ro c• cm e-
c,.t,s e of increc::sed mission recn.urement s, ,:vi : tors of t",~ 17'·'-h 1 ·.., .1 · . ,,., '►"• •-~r,, . .,-1. y ~o)r 
.-.chin6 c.nd. exceed.int the :30 dcy, 140 hot:rs limit, tion Tr~ 8 o-o-b.l · ' · c.~ '. o-• ··-• - e:n we s re .1.c-,red 

houever 1:hen the 174th w.:-.s cssigned more c.vLtors. · · · ·' · 

Ther z were severr.l personnel ch,.nges throughout the 174th ,nd •t , t .. _ 
J • n, h d f' z· • -' t 1: l S o.e llCw11cmts. --r-.J or 1 .... c, ·r ,,. .llllillenn.--.n r.rr1.ve1.. o rep · ce Cc.pt.,·· n ueor"e i::,,--~ l J .-.. . 

_ _ ··- o '·•,re . es .t.....J!i.OC""lt"' V"" 
, ,:.'ricer, £irst Lieti.tcnrnt Leon-Jrd K.:.uf'fm..".?1 took collllr-~.nd of the ; • •·n,' ·--- .• :·· ·· ·~ 
. ' 1 t . St .,. ' .. . , "'Hrnr .. ,. c•..:t.:.ch!J,0~t cna st Lieu cn~.nt ev<> R • .-ennedy took over cl"tl· es ,. ., 1-,L ._., ~. '( '-· ..... ~ .. a. 1, -.-. .. . 11{!....rc...~. 
•.;~'fie er. Ce.pt-,in L;.nny J. hcGr::.ry c.ss1.•111ec. the d1!.ties of Opm c,tions <,rr :. .-~--. • 

DE.'i'J:::l'.S;: 01" EA THLH, T J.SK FORCE G.il.LLOVAY 
(1 August 1968 to 31 October 1SE.8) 

Keeping sto..:dy presscre on the cneicy end ster.dily ,usl1ing him ilcst, the 
17!,th conce,,tr-t0d its effort::; on tha mow,t.:.ins : est of ·,i1Yl:.'f :. g .- i City. Ji.,.e 
t,J i,;,S. forces const. n+.ly op.-::r:.tfo : lest a[ :;:1.,:,16 lig i City the cnet·y w::.s forced 
',o 0v ··.cl'.-.. te tl'rn 101?1.:.nds r.r.d. 0cct1py the ::-.re.: cro,md the Hr. Th::.n E- 0:,eci.~l l!'orccB 
C.-·.:np. Ch 4 ~c _;tember, the Lol:Jhins ins3rt::d 311 troops of tho 11th Brig,·de 0'1 

to · :dc~;,-eline fot'r milc:s : · &t of Hr. Th.::n, to b~gin T:.sk force Gdl01,.:.y. The 
,_,_:_dc:u 'i.i!'.fl b:: cc.me lmom .:'.S LZ Chevy. Th,, 174th St'.pportec. the opcr.7tion by n-.,m­
~-'- ,3 -:_·:uet unending- resup ly .:-.nd collllllmd r.nd control missions into t h0 IJ101.'nt:--i.ns 
i:::..:--;1 ·.: r d loc::tions. 

On 5 ;:i(! tombcr WO ilu:·.rd Gill recaiv-:,d 1101,nc's ;:s :!is circr: f t took n1.11ner ot1s 
hits 1-,iiile c.ttcr~p, ing c. mec-ev::-.c mis ·.ion t,10 rrJ.Ls er.st of Chevy. Ct.i 2 Jc.ck 
l·i.:.t:1e.w ·.y c.-me to hi s c.id c ·cl eve.cl tod him .-.ncl gro:.'.no. troops to the r,;edic-cl :::id 
st.· t.fr.n in Chu Ld. T!~is .~r e.:-. bEc~·.n:o infr:mo1.,s to th~ .:.vi tors of t:10 174th c.s 
the 11!-lors(i°shoe'! \,h;st of ~u..~n~. llg.'..i City, the 'Ir~: llou.c Riv~r mee.ncers into r, lc.rge 
11U11 sh::-.pe ,:.nd h::-.s .:. bo,m r. center of h.:.rcl coro VG c.ctivity. Dl.'Iing oporc.tions 
in t his .::.rG:., ,:,h ; rk gt'l"lshi;:is of the 174th h:· vc brJcn cr:;di':.ed wj th n::my enemy 
killcc' .• 

T})() 174th 1 s d0dic:tion to the ll'ission ;ms more th: n , .,:--:>::-.rent on thz night 
of 6 Sc:'Ot&mb-,r. P. rec on element · c,::m.: 1.'nc.er intense cm.erry fir:J ne: r the 11lk,n:"'nhofl 11 

.:-nc r,.dio cont~.ct wc.s lost, P.ircr.:-.ft of the 174th wor;; cdlec1 tipon to oxtr::-ct 
tho troops. Without 2:rry vis1.•.2.l cor:t ct :.nd only p rti:.l r ~dio cor.t, .ct, tt:o 
Dolphil,: sl.:~ks W()re 11 tr.lkc,d11 into +.ho ,'.rue. b,:• the arot·nd cl.:,n:ant. When tho ships 
to1.sc:,ocl dmm, ::.n 0nemy 50 cc.li bcr OJ/')11Gd '-'P on i-,h::,m lGSS '·.l:,: n 30 motors ~.w:·y. 
i-JO j"c.Ji.,.,s R-' wlin:ss wr.s Yo1.0n d ---cl. .in :.>:th ;_r, i,;s r11.,+, "ot1+,inu"n thu rd As ion ,· long ~1ith 
the ship comro~ndur WO Thorr-:.s U ·n,:.. ThG r0con plr_t,..,.,n ,.,~.::; n::.f'1ly ,.,;..t.-r:u~t.u1 1.'.1trk!a; 
to the t,.mr city the 174th is L.no,:n for . 

T~.sl'. Force G .. llowc:y c:lllo to en (Jud ,;hen intelligcnc<i rc,ports indic~·.tcc'. the 
:?ncl H.V .P.. fuJr;im0;1t h: e J!lov0d into th0 fong Ve.:. V llcy, On ?.5 r.c·\,c.,hcr, 7//j inen 
wer:, inserted i11to LZ B1:lldog by ti10 174th Lolphi,1s me 176th i'.i..n1.,_tum.~n. 

The IA•.c Pho b:.sc c,-mp in gc -cr,-.1 .-;•c1 tho 174th :1-::licopt•~rs in p rtict·l . r, 
,rcr::: ;:- const· nt t:.r[;ot .for th€ loc:l VC forces . On 20 A1.•~•st thJ Lh:c Pho lx-sc 
C.'."JD':> c.'."mc, t·nc.cr enemy ir.or+.-.r · t"l ··-~k ,;-nd it prc,v1.-,d to bn :1. costly error f0:r t.h0 

ve f,)rcos. 1ho enemy m:.dc the mistc.l.o of st rr.tw~ the c.tt ck _whil~ ~h- rl'. J 

):,l.. p t ,,.-.m · ncl fl· r" ship W'•r0 in tht: dr. Tbn shi.ps weru JH'll\r,rh :·.+.,, l:v " '· J 1.r 
l,'1.'.DS - '-'• •.. · ~ ' · ~ . ' 1 · d 
t th

0 
sc0 ,,_0 r.~:-c. C\iO no:,::rt l ielcing spotted t:w rJ?lc.:nty nt:-.zzle fl~ shes •:nc. ,v _·_., 

O • ' · -' '.•. -' . th V'Il nc1,-y lr,, ~ r -r - "'" his ,.-1!J:shi•J tc.::m in on th;,m. Tn-- t0-.1r. w, .s creu1,o<-•. 11i _ so o •-: - -. 
b • It . t- . ,.,. 1'/' l·h , ,,,.; '""''" {, ,,h. c :Y~1.-r d .:. G2m..-n mort . . r b•.b, now s1. ., :in •-- •" ,,. • '-

' • 74th · · '-- , . . ,,.,c; h "'ds . h:.j0r f.ich rd A. 
On ~;CiJtorbr;r 10, comr ·w:I O( t,!0 1 ,.fs-. J.,l c, . .. , .. ,•-. ·· t 

btt h tr n""cr o t ~.c 174th. N::-.jor 
Erol'"l took ov.-;,r s Cor, . . : :y Colr.Ill.::.nd:a:r, , e w:·.s no s . " ,, t B . Guor;:-:i :.: 

' t f t· 174t' 1 n 1·t \'" s or1.',..J· " lly r orir:,d .: t For crunnc;, _ Ero\:n w: s P"r o ,,;; n w1(; •. , "' -·. . , i 

in 1%5, .·nd m-C: c his f irst trip to Vie·,:,n, m with t-:1c 171..th. 

On 1 Octobt:r the t .:cti c.·.l sit·· t:l on ~1ort:ri.ttod p0rsom,cl o.c ~h(; _ 174~•1 c:-1:d. i;~ 
-··· •~ c'. •-t·chnmts to t .,L: ·. brief rcs,.,it::. fror.> t:10 w:.r to cc~cbr •. to Or~-.n~z--

v . ~l.Ot _, •" · , . ,_ 174th - bri·-f c<-' rew0;r, ,, s 
t . I>y'' Obs,,rvi· • t '· ... -5!.:C·.:-nc" ::-,nivars·.ry o:-: "\:-,!, - · , ~ - ~ • , • . , ;, . . ion . \_. . ..; , __ ..., · ., r.. r-······ .. ,,,+ ""'""" · , .. r. - "~ ... 17~ ,., ... ~ •. ,,.. ........... , .. · 
11:.lc' ~::.r ,:··s folJ.01:~d ::;y - ()f)ll" .-. --:-,y "',,,;n- · 

of:. icor~ .-·,n .~,nJ j vt., .(': r.ir•" ~ 

u 



Two cnli:::tac'. men of vn 174th <l:i.stiu~•·ishcd t:,"1 selv.:;;s ~' r;-r ~t'l,.-tinc fir~t 
in t.hoir cl.-ss .-.t "lh.:i U. S. :~ ,;:vLtion :C:c:·:ool .. ·.t Vvng ',',~•,, L '.',,•,. S:., ,cfrJ.::.r.t 
f0rrth Cl: .. ss Jos:c::.:,h Blwr.bcr rcc0iv-;d tho hie:;hc::::t m r!:s ~n J,i.s cor:·sc ,m Tt:rt..:.:~::i 
1."1gine:::, t.l~c.' S ·oci-:list Fot1.rth Cle ss JoscpL Lt-.rrley w.s -~t:: t::,p ~i-·n in !1ie Mnt;.;, 

011 Ai., ·cr.::"t i'r.:-r,·cs. There wer .:: m:uncrot~s D;)!'Sor.,,- 1 ch. n· ,:, :i i:1 1· ··-:.: F~ll o·:· 1<:'6G. 
it· ir1 LGo.i · r-d l,.::r.ffm·n ,:. s assigned. :.s Oporctio1,r.; Offic.cr c.:,d G1'2 :J.0()r·t F:fr­

,,.,: tho't' .1.:.::. ~ ssigncd -.s ccn:mT.tlur or tho 452,~e ~ ign:.l :.e·(."lc::m::mt.. C\.2 fomc (;, 
:;: ro;:ist took ov0r ,.s · St'.?:)ly Of~.'icer rc;:,1.:- c:• n:: C:,2 J;.;:.n P·. t:; . ;:,:.,ct:,r ( c.~-i:"~.:.in) 
C!1,:rlc:,:i T. 1.-ngforc. t ook ov)r t'.:<J post -~ s the 756th N:adic2.l rct .criirer.. t C0r,ire::nC:c·:-­
froLJ Doctor ( Cr pt :.in) B; ran ~choolficld. 

OPZRJ\TIOil 1PuR.i'.Oi1 L!.lili II 
(J. 1-:ovembcr 1%8 to 31 Decerrber 1S'68) 

The 1-:.st t"1'o months of tho yo: .r w.1rc tvo of th<J mo"3t d::!!!,i}cli ng c.nd cnc.llcn-
• gi.na in t:,.:: history of the 174th. Opar~tion Vernoa L· J-c II w.:-.s ori3in:.ted in 

t '·0 n:ot-ont,:nio,'.s r ag.!on i'•orth1-mst of i,-.:•c Fho. Initi;..lly, the 174th insort-:,d tbc 
1st B tt lion, 20t:1 Inf.-1.1try onto .:. hillto::, .:-.p···roxir,,c.-t-.ely lo r.ilc,s Gouth of He. 
Tll 11 S_0cci .1 Forces Cc.mp, This hilltoo bcc=.llla LZ Cork. At the ~c.Ine -l::irae +.he 
17/,th pt,_t the 4th B..~tt: lion 21st L.ii\·.ntry on .-;_ 2500 foot 90: .k f1 v0 ~:ilus Wost 
of' Minh Long Sp0ci · J. Forces Ccmp . This sup,'ort b:.sc, LZ 1-.icy, bec::ll!c :-. contc:r 
of 174th .:-.ctivity. 

November third .r,,s ::. preview of things to come. \,;hilc flying c. commend , !ld 
control mission, 'I-JO John 0 1Sulliv·:n spotted concrete reinforced bt'..i.,kors, fr::!shly 
c1.1'.[; t r .::nchcs c.nd bc.rbcd wire, ::-.11 ;:_ p.·.rt of .:.n N. V .A. b:?sc cnn. ! • In fol101 ·ing 
weeks, tha 174th :.idcd grornc! units in lac tin_;, rcconing, ,·.nc1 d.0stroying wore 
t'.1.-..n CO c;, ~my b · se c ·.mps, tr. ining si tcs ,-nd ho,.dc 11.~.rtcrs. 

On 15 i!ov.cmbcr, \·'0 1-1;:.lter S::r:::r uc.s L1str.':'.0;1t · l in vncov-,rin,~· one of the 
l::rzost b-se c=ps. Troops of tho 4th D. tt·lion 21st Inf:-tr:; being dir.:,ct;ic:1. 
b· WO Sef:;er 1 s con11U:.nd ~nc. control ship, fot'nt :-.n e,1cm3' str.-tcgic ho: .ck l'F.rters 
cic;ht ll'il.;s \!est of LZ " my. The cor,1.~lc:z h::.d .:·n .:-.ss~mbly cer..tur cc.p::.blu of 
sc ting 200 people :-nd two , .nd three story bl'ilc'.ii1Gs. T!i.0 c:ll'n h.: c1 bc;;n so 

1cc:::.tly rncd th, t tho troopers fmmc; stHl bl:rnin:,: fires :-.nd l::.undry p1·t out 
-> CI"J., plrs h.:.stily hidt ,,n oncniy d0ct'.F.0nt s. 

On 18 ,·ov-:;mbcr \mil-.; reconing en ::.ru:. whcru c k.rL1r. F-4 h:d bc;,n shot do'W?l 
,nc1. the pilots still missi;1g, Dolphin 428 c~n:e 1.mc; o,' cncll',' fire,. Th::i ship took 
more th · n 15 hi ts. Al thoqih cri tic.:.lly 1,ornc' . .;d [; 1 ,ci list Fifth Cl :.s s 1: 2.yno 
Tic(.; , crcuchief on 428, re:tvrncd fire until the ship 1'--s out of the .-re ... 
5·.u r,i li!:.·~ Tice, w:.s mec';:;v.::.cec,. to Chu L. i bt't l.~·tt:r died of worncls. In r .)cog­
nit.!.on of his g.:.11:;..-l:ry he 1·.:-.s ,·.w:·.rc.ec' the Di:it::.,,.c;rishcd l'ly:i.:I; (;ross, posthr.­
mct,sly, 

'.i'h3 174th .:: :.lllc 1.•.nd2r .-. 1101: policy r ,:;1 ·rc'."1,( . . ·J.rcr · f·i; f lyi:'g tin,,, on 13 
Eovon:bor. E~c~.t~5-3 of tJ:::::CC$£ivu - tiliz t.io:.i o.~ .~ ircr,:.~t by 3rot,nc" c0Lm~.:--:1C:crs, 
· ircr.· ft nJr(; con:;t :ntly 1.;roi-n(:J for m.-.. iEt.,:: ,-.cc boc.- t'se: of exccss~.vc l:o· rs 
ther h,.d f101m. T:;c, cw sysi:orc .-.llottc.d .:,:·.ch b·t·~·lion 12 hot·rs o ch t'·y to 
be divj_c.cd bcti-:o.:.n its t•tility ::-.m' colllll'~·_;-,,d .-nd control ship. This syston! lecl 
to ht:tt.::r 1.·.sc of the .-.ircr:ft, l e s:, r::2.L1tcn · :c: tii;-o, .-:x' -lso crt cm.in on the 
.Jumbcr of c.vi.:.tors 11ho \':;rn 13;~cc:.:0.in3 t:,0 140 hater mo:1thly lir.tlt~tion, 

C: pt~.in illb,:rt J. Schmitt r rn.v::d :· t t:.o 17~.th on 8 ::ovcmh.::r r ;1c'. : ~s,·-rr.:,d 
th;: (\,·tLs os i:::ucctivc Of:::'icor , J.ot Lic1.•.tc·-,.c11t H. rry Schindchcttc took over 
:-.s o;~ •r :t.:i.o;is ofliccr ;-id 1st Lic1.'.t 0i'.,:-;·1t I Oil lcl l:obl:s r ':lpl · c,Jr·. C;·.pi,d.n Gr-nt 
C.-y t on · s cor.-rr ::.c'.~r of i'': e 40Sth 1·.c • .. ot.- chm:,.it. 

On 1 De:c•.oL·•:X:r the 174th, don{; ,rith th~ r .st of the 14t:i. Con:b t "yi t.io.:• 
B tt liOi'! ,, . s ro·ssir;t;~c'. frnr,• t.:, .. ~ l et ... v:. ·:·.;0:1 Dr:i g·ce c.'. oor:-r,,c p rt of tho 
f'r -.;r:•.c · l ;_i vj_sion. Thn switch from the 11H.·.\:k 11 to t'.1. ; 

11Sot1t:~t:n: Cros s" 'WtJ.nt 
srnoot'.ly . nc:1 i!VOl V•;C tcw Cl'!."·.';!' s. T :-; 409th T .c. l:ot.: chrne,1t ' ·:·:·,u 452i1c' Si!:,il,.l 
Ld· chrr:c::t wr:i i.lfrscc.' into t:w 174th itself. !'.·int.;,:· c -:- c··.L1e 11;)c!or control 
of t: _, service pl · too:: ,,;i th (;,· pt: i:i "::hOi, r.s Lo.rkil1 in ch· r[so. 

CtT~j1£ th..:.: y o ·r nu-.ny irn . roV...)f,i(:· ti t.·..:-r :~ rrt c.~o i;1 th...; ccr . HY rrc:. . !U.l livin~ 
,::t· .rtors ,::,re bc1l~c::riz•.)c,, :·~1 o;.::::icers, 1.CO, . :,d ih c1t,bs w0r8 bPilt. 7'.w of.- ice 
S'C' ' Ccl :b t!•c O.·c' :.rly r,oOD1 \' -' · ··; rly t'.0\~bl..:C:. ,·it~ · rr,·il roon: .,,· l:ihr.-ry bCi;lff 
.: ~:ccd. T:10 S\'.i'.l .ly rom' " is ";:p.·;,r..,r'! - ,1d c · ··.r,w ,,, ·"·" re><'m b · i1.t. 

u 



1%8 ,_,. s r!! eve .tf-.-1 yo.- , in th:3 short but proud history of t!:lu .. 174th. It 
ir7s .:.l .-~o : . bns;' 0110. Th:;; . olphi ·.;; trr;,:::,.:iort~r' !:0.:.rly 200, •J')O p.: ssouecz s , :id flew 
;,::,·,.:-, -~?1. :1 2-:• , 0(','J hotTS. It v·s .:. 0i:; job but t!,.:, 1?1;V1 w:.::i CCJ.t!,-l to ·i,1,e k!'!, . 
,,.,~~ . , . , ! ..... .... r ,J:.:...:i.1 prcsci!t :!cw ch ·.lJ.~1r,.:.s bt:t ·· !te Dol.:~i:1:-; ~.:,e 5!:.1. .. ~.r!:s \.Jill si·o,.:, 
-~.3 ,:,,, ·.·~- h -'.VC i ~ thv p.:.st, th. t ths:irc is 11r or:{LiQ 11.P0S6l:,L~11 • 

u 


