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I,. IERIOD OF DITTI.AL UNIT FORMATION 

(1 Saptember 1965 to }l January 1966) 

The 174th Aviation C.ompany (.Airmbl..) (Lt.) was aciivated ait Fort Ben­

ning, Ge.orgia on 1 October 1965 by authority of General Ordex Number 'Z78 

(.appmdi:x: I), Headquarters Third United States Army as amended by General. 

Order Numbers 50 (.A.Prendix II) and 3,09 (Appendix III), Headquarters Third 

United States Arrey and General Order Number ll6 ( Af)pendix IV), Headquarters 

Unite.d States Infantry Cente.r, Fort Benning, Georgia. 

IB.rsonnal started arriving at Fort Benning, Georgia on 1 November 

1965, Major Robert M. Stuart assumed colllllland with Major Ivel.vin D. Tate: 

as executive officer and Major JaJJBa E. Shrader as operations officer, 

The. atta.ahe.d units wa_-re the 409th TC I):tachnent comnanded by Major Orville. 

w. 1-'b Natt I the. 452nd Signal . Ietachlll:!nt conmanded by :Major Theodore_ M. 

Stuart and the. 765th M:dical ~tachlrent commanded by Captain John P .. 
~ 

Hailmano The medical detachnent was detached prior to the units movement 

ove.rseas in March, 1966 . The First sergeant of the 174th uiation Company, 

was. SFC Mervin D. Hill.. 

It is interesting to note that the company was not lacking leader­

ship as it was assigne.d twenty-three majors, nine captains and tw lieu­

tenants in the first thirty-four :p3ople to report. 

The company was oxgani~ed under TO&E 1-77, 63 W c/1, 'Which provided 

for two airlift platoons, consisting of eight UH-lD 's ecach, and one arn:ed 

e.aoort platoon, with eight DH-10 1a (540 Rotor 8,ystem). One UH-lC was 

assigned to the Service E.latoon. 

The airlift platoons were organized so as to be, capable; of airlift­

ing Combat troops, supplies e.nd equipmrnt into a combat zone., and to per-



.ronn command and control missions, a.a :requi.l.'ed, in conjunction with both 

ground and airmobile agse.ultao 

Ea.ch UH-lD was arrred with two door-mounted M--60 machine gun kits- to 

provide. suppressive protective .fil.'e. wile, p;irforming a.5.x l.ande:d asseJ.1lts. 

The- UH-lC 's of the arrred ascort platoon ware equipped with a combi­

nation of the M-3, M-5 9 M-6, and M-16 subsystems. The, primary role: of the 

a.rrd esoort platoa;.-1 is 

an{! er~d escort to end 

io provide suppressive. fire in the lending zone 

from landing zone,s. 

The corapany hea,dquarte.rs and oi:era.tions section were orgrJ1ized so 

as. to provide continuous cCll".ll:lalld and control from eithe,r a ground or e.ix­

b orne posit ion. 

In the initial days of compeny organization the main problens were 

12-ck of parsonnel,_ equipmnt end training. In time the personnel and 

equipment shortese w8J3 rerna.died and the corapuny began an inter..sive trein­

ing program. Tha training progre.m was hindered byr the gree.t number of 

peo.ple a:r:riving in the corapaey' in nee.d of completing a.n.'lUal e.nd semi­

annual mini.muns. Due to the shortage of tioe the units I:P' s gave profic­

iency rides at night so that both proficiency ridea and minic:runs could be: 

O.OL1ple:ted befoxe the end of the, year. 

The 174th .Aviation Conpany was alerted for PCS nova fron Fort 

Be,nni.ng, Gaorgia to US.ARP.AC, on 8- lboonber 1965 and by the end of Iace.mba:i: 

the_ company had all i:ersonrel end TCE aquipnant. In addition1 the training 

program was welL under way and all aviator Dini.nuns wexa completed. 
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II. POR QUALIFICj,TIONS ~'!}ID FTX 

(l February 1966 to 14 March 1966) 

During the months of Je.nuaxy e.nd February 1.966 the unit was· in tha 

process. of intense tactical e.nd POR training. The training culminated in 

the corapletion of "NUOO NAM IL" an F"rX conducted in the vicinity of Fart 

Benning on 1-2 February 1966. Tha re1:1ainder of the month of February was. 

utilized in correcting the deficiencies noted during the FrX and contiming 

the training program initiated when the conpany was activated. 

In addition to the extensive training progreo the unit began pre­

paration for ooverent overseas. D.lring this period, arre.ngerents ware, 

r:aade for the acCUDUlation of building oa.terieJ.s that would be difficult 

to obtain once in Vietnan. Used re.frige.rators W3re bought e.nd conpletely 

reconditiomd free, by the father o£ one of the oen, so that pro.?3r 

:refrigeration would be available in troop billetsi. 

The advance party was foroed but was to leave two weeks after the 

main body left because they were going to travel by air and would arrive: 

in Vie tne;;i we 11 ahe ad of the main body. 

Fif-reen deys le ave wa.s granted to all .re rsonne 1 before departing 

for Vietnam. 

III. MJVE ?<E l'lr OVER$ ;iS; 

( 15 1-'k.rch 1966 to ll. .'~pril 1966) 

On 15 !Yla.rch 1966 the 174th .;lviation Conpany depe.rted Fort Bc..nnil'lg, 

Gaorgia for Oakland, California, after the previous W3ek was s:pent prep­

aring all e.quiprnnt for shiprBnt. In addition, during the previous week 
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all. TCE eixcraft were ferried to Oakland, California where they were 

ship~.d aboe.rd the US::l Point Cruz. On 16 March the coapany a-ailed aboard 

the USNS Upshur arriving in ~i Nhon Hr'.Xbor on 6 ~i..pril 1966. Three stops 
. 

\<v€re nade e,nroute 1 one ea.eh at Pae..rl Harbor, Yokohaoa, and Okinawa. 

While the J:Jain body travelled by ship to Q..li Rion tha advance party 

travelled by air and cooplete,d arrangements for a base camp. when the 

unit arrived at Phu Te.i Valley an orderly room and CoL1pan;y :r:ess were built 

and the ne cessa:.ry EJ.ate.ri1Us for addi.tionr..1 buildings were on hand• 

On 7 .tlpril 1966 the unit off loaded and mO?e.d to Phu Tai Valley, 

west of Qµi Nhon, to establish e., base CaI:'lP• One difficulty in off load­

ing should be. noted at this point and that was the fact that rne:ny hours 

were.. lost beceuse the ship was loaded in the~ wrong order and therefore 

the 174th Aviation Compa.11iY 1s eq_uiprent cculd not ba unloaded< until nuch 

of the cargo destined for other ports was unloaded. 

Preparetion of the base Ca.J:JP we.s ha.npered due to the l ate e.ITival of 

TO&E wheeled vehicles. v.heeled vehicles arrived aboard the JJ'rice.n Glen 

on 11 May 1966 two deys efter the unit had bee n decle..red oparational. 

The unit~s helicopters were tu.nsporte.d fron Oakland, California 

aboard the USS Point Cruz which arrived in Q-li Nhon on 9 .. ~ril 1966. 

Unit aircraft were asser.J.bled 2J1d flown to Phu Tai Velley on 10 p,nd 11 

J'.lpril 1966. 

TI! . Di-COUNTRY RE.J.:Di mss TR.JNI1'G­

(12 .iiPril 1966 to 11 MP._y 1966) 

During the :r,eriod 12 ,iJ)ril to 11 May 1966 the unit participated 
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in unit .readiness training. Du.ring this trair1ing period, co@bat raquixe­

n:ents necessitate.d the frequent use of tha 174th 1.viution Cor;:ipe.ny for both 

D~t Corr.be.t Sup_port and Conbat .i.ss:?,ult □issions. 

The work on buildings progressed rapidly and the 174th .. tvie.tion 

Compa.IJiY e..ree was pe..rtieJ.ly conplete. The building program was conducted 

oostly at ni6ht due to flying requiremnte during the day. 

Shortly after a;rrival in V:iBtnao the 174th .1"i.viation Conpaey was 

involved in ~ P3rsonnel e.xche..nge. so thc.t the company would not loose all 

its :personnel during OLe 110nth of the ye .->;1:. The necessfl..IY adjustrnnts were 

Dade and the co□pany functioned snoothly. 

V, ilSSIGN1.£NT TO 52nd ~WL~ION Blli'T .tLION 
~ 

(12 May 1966 to 23 Mey 1966) 

'Toe Coopan.y was inita.lly assigned to the 52nd ~"i.viation B2.ttalion 

w.ith the □ission of providi:rig direct support for the Gnpitol ROK Divis-­

ion, the 22 ..:i.RVN Division and the QUi Nhon .. irea Support CorJDand. Du.r­

ing this period the battalion headquarters was far reooved fron the coo­

pa.ny loce.tia.n and □issions, hence requiring a liaison officer to sche:dule 

oissions for the supported units • 

.Du.ril'1.g this period the 174th .:.viation Cor:,pe.ny got its first r eal 

t aste of coobet while supporting the Capitol ROK Division and the 22nd 

ARVN Divisio.n. On 12 Ney the c01:ip2.ny A.irlifted elerents of the ROL Cav­

alry Regi.r.1ent r:;iarking the beginning of oporr.ti:Jn 11PON GI;l 66-6 11 (Lightning 

66-6) . In this oper2.tion the aviators encountered low clouds, severe 

turbulence and winds in 0xcess of 50 knots. .i.fter finishing the e.irlift 
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of troops, the cor.~eny continued support with the airlift of supplies and 

the evacuation of the wounded, 

On the 14th of Mey 1966 the 174th .-Nir,tion Company noved to Tuy 

Roe to su~port the airlift of troops of thG 47th ilRVN Division. On this 

airlift tha cor;ipany :received groundfixe while enroute and 376 Troops plus 

heavy .ie e,pona were lifted in to the le.nd ing zone .. 

On 16 Mey 1966 the conpany moved to Camp Holloway, Pleiku and sup­

ported the 3rd Brige.de, 25th Infantry Division in operetion "PJi.UI. REVEIE." 

The 17 4th flow nw:Brous combat e..ssc.ults and resupply missions con­

tributing i..t.lmnsely to the success. of the overell operation. 

Thxoughout the renainder of this period the 174th JNiation Coopa.ey 

participated in nUDerous coobat asse.ults a,F.J.ong them POICPUl~ I (Typhoon I) 

and POK?UNG I-I in support of the Republic of Korea Tiger Division Cavalry 

Reginent. 

VI, ..ilSSIGm-EN.r TO 14th Rll.'IrlON BATT.1J.,ION 

(24 Mey 1966 to 22 ~pteobcr 1966) 

On 24 M.o..y 1966 the 174th .Viation Coopany was placed under the op­

ea?ationcl control of the 14th .tviation Be.ttalion and on l June. 1966 con­

plete control was shifted from the 52nd .Niation Ee.te.J.lion to the 14th 

~'Viation Be.ttalion$ 

The major combe.t operations were "PON GL\ 66-7" (Lightning 66-7), 

"MUGHOK 3", "PON GIJ. 66-9 11 e.nd 11POKPUl'G 3" (Typhoon 3) all conducted in 

support of the Cepitol ROK Division. In addition □e.ny other operations 

,,,,ere conducted in support of the 22nd ;.RVN Division and the .".rerice.n 101st 
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.Airborne Division. The majority of tho assaults were in the Ihu Cat 

counta.ins and the associated valleys. Ooo of the oajor problecs encount­

ered during this period was aircrp...ft reccivi.11g ground fire in the ROK 1st 

Beginent a.ree of operntions. The axe.ct loce.tian of the fire could not 

be pinpointed to allow the gunships to fire upon the target. 

Daapara-rely seeking a solution to the probler;i, authorities decided 

to 11ambush11 the Viet Cong gun position. 

Jin avietor with two hand picked volunteers we.re eirlifte.d into the 

e.re.a. 'Where they set up an observation post. ~l.fter two days of waiting 

they we:re. able to spot the Viet Cong patrol ge.tting into position~ 

When the next re.-supply helicopter fle.w into the outpost, the Vi.et 

Cong began to fire11 .armd helicopters, thet he.d been orbiting out of 

aight by preeITe.ngemnt, were called in by radio fron the sru,11 obser­

vation post. The erred 1lHueys" wore on the scene .o.nd annihilated the 

Viet Gong patroJl. before. they had a che.nce to hide. 

Subsequent resupply flights 'WCrc conducted into the erea without 

further ereEiy he.re.Ssmnt. 

Through the exchange of letters bet~en Mc-,jor Dick Overhana, platoon 

leader of the 174th ..:.via tion C.onpe..ny 1s gun platoon, and General Robert 

Lee Scott, Jr., pr.st cownander, China ilir Te.sk Force, permission we.a 

granted euthorizir.g the 174th gun plntoon to use the facied shark-□outh of 

General Claire Chonnault 1s Flying Tigers (i.ppendixV)~ Since that tine 

the gun platoon has painted a sharks oouth on ef'~ch gun ship 2J1d hes 

bacore -well known throughout Vietni'JJ A.S the "Shf'.rks11 • 

On 8 .wigust 1966 l".lc.jor 1h'c:lter L . Peyrn r.ssured c oor.1and of the 174th 
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AViation Company from Major Robert M. Stuart. Slortly thereafter on 

21 September Major William o. D~ple assumed coP.lllland from Major Ea;yne:~ 

VII. OIER,ATION 111,ENG HO 611• 

(23 september 1966 to 15 October 1966) 

On 23 September 1966 the Tiger Division of the Republic. of Ko:re.a 

..triey' launched operation "~NG HO 6 11 • The 174th .Wiati<Xl Company suppor­

ted this operation with nurierous combat assaults and re-eupp)y missions. 

lllring the. period 23 September to 30 Se,ptemb.er 1966 the. 174th Aviation 

Campany flew 2,454 sorties in 505 total flying hours and expended over 

5,400 rounds of aJil1IlU1li tion in conducting eight O'.)Dbat assaults in the.: ., 

Ihu C,at mountains. Through the efforts of the 174th ,\viation Company 

the Tiger Division was able to inflict a crippling blow in the Viet G;ong 

movement in the :Ehu Cat mountains.. The ''Valley of the Shadow, 11 or the 

"Valley of Leath" as it Ca,CE to be known, wns, through the efforts of 

the 17 4th .. lViation G,ornpany, fre.e of coIJilllllist domination for the. first 

time in 20 yea.rs. Marzy combat efforts by other uni ts in the past failed 

to open the Fhu Cats. Only efter "1£:fG HO 6 11 wrui this ~-a really 

opemd. Over 2,000 weapons were: ceptuxed and 1,200 Viet Cong killed 

during 11:r-E NG HO 6 11 • 

Eler.ienta of E210 B9, the Viet Cong Division opposing the Koreans 

weu:e scattered and destroye.d. 

This Wl\B the largest o:p3ration to date. that the 174th .AViation 

Corape.cy we.s able to support. In apprecif'.tion for t he outstending 

support rendered by J:;)3IJbers of the 174th .iVicction Cor.ipe.ny, the Con­
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mending Officax of the 26th Regimnt Republic of Kore,a i,xr:r;r, Col.onel 

Pak, p.resanted key officers in the coope.n,y with e. Viet Cong bettle_ 

flag and e. swagge.r stick c onstructed fron e. Chinese: cornunist rifle 

bayonet and a 50 ceJ.ibar mohire gun shell. In addition, as a token 

of appre.ciation for his fine work in leading the coobat assaults 

during 111'EN:; HO 6 ," Major Henxy E.. Schwarz, CoIJDending Officer of the 

1st flight platoon, was presented with a Chinese Corriunist Flag and a 

letter of eppreciation froo Major Gene.ral Lieu, Comanding General of 

the. Capitol ROK Divisionn 

VIII. OFERA'i'IONS SUPPORTING THE 4th INF;JTI'RY DIVISION 

.. UID THE lOlst AIRBOR1'E BRIG.UE 

(16 October 1966 to 31 .D3.ceober 1966) 

The 174th .. wietion ConpalJiY" continued its fire record of achieve.•· 

rent throughout the reoa.ining oonths of the yes:r in neny conbe.t o:i;:era­

tions o The conpa.rzy- supported operations of the 4th Inf entry Division 

end the 101st iurborne Brigade at Tuy Hoe. The pilots flew an average 

of 10 - 12. hours per dey ne.ny tir:es eating only G rations so tha.t 

continuous support would be available. 

In addition the 174th .\Viation CoI:lpany supported the Re.publ.ic of 

Korea Tiger Division in operation 11J\EN} HO 711 begining 11 Noveober and· 

ending 25 Novenber 1966. In this opere.tion the C.avalry Regioent of 

the 'I'ige.r Division WM w~ry succe.ssful in clec.ring the e.ree. axound Qui 

lm.on of Viet C.ong. Additional operations t h roughout the period included 

"BON GU 66-1111 on 16 Ia"JCober, "GHEON JIN 66-411 on 17 !Bceciber, "POK 
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FUID 3" on 19 .])3cci:iber, 11FOC ?UJG 5" on 22 Toccnber, ''Eagle 5" on 23 

D::ceob:er, 1'BON GI.it 66-12" on 26 D3cenbor and 1'GHEOH JIN 66-5 '' On 30 

Iacenbe:r. 

All of these o:p3re.,tions were successful. The 174th .,tvia.tion Coopany, 

in addition to providing coDbat assault aircraft, continually followe:d 

up with re.supply of all c:reaa of o:p3rations, 

The 174th Aviation Coopany in addition to providing support in con­

bet action also contributed to civic action as ~11. lil.d by Major 

Willieo c. Dalrynplo, renhers of the conpany provided food, clothing end 

toys for the children in orphanages and towns in the ercu around QUi 

Nhon, 

One of the coopany 's greatest contributions to the Vietnare.se. was 

its hiring of indigenous :p3rsonnel. Through these efforts both the 

oornpan;y and the Vietnarrese benefited. The conpeny bemfited by the 

availability of labor to build contonrent projects and the Vietnar.esa 

b0nefited ooretf'.rily. This in turn stinulate.d tho Vietnare.se econoi::zy­

by keeping the uneDployer:ient down, 

Ghristoas in Vietnar:i f ound the e.ViE:tors of the 174th .~viatic-n 

Conpany onco, E>,gain sup1,1orting the coobat troops. There weren't 2;ny 

coobe.t ess.aults, but L1a."'zy troops in the field got hot turkey through 

the. hclicoptar support given by the 174th .:.vie.tion c.oope.ny. 

The 174th .·i:v i ation Conpp.ny conpleted n very successful yce.:r in 

Vietnao, The aircraft flew 2.0~483 hours , 117,612 sortie a, carried 
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1.0,429 tons of c2..rgo and tre.nsi,orted 114,077 pesscrngers since its 

entry into the Vietnen Conflict. 

;) ;-
/)/,__~/~L.~v 

HENRY E • SCHWJ.RZ 0 
Maj CE 
Unit Historie.n 
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