CITATION

BY D IR.CIICH OF THE PRLSIDAT, UND: THE PROVISIONS OF TH: /CT
OF COMGRE3S, /PyROV.D 25 JULY 1943, THE DISTINGuISHED SIRVICE CROSS
*0R EXTRAORDIN. XY Hi OISM IN iCTIui AG.IMsY Al MY IS AVARDED TO:
ST.FF SERGUANT LuSTHER ARMSTRONG, COMPANY C, 3D BLTTALIu, 21ST
TIFLRI, 196TH LIGH: INF.1:.RY BRIG/JE, DISTI.GUISHED HL: .IF BY
ZALOADIEL 2T HeROISM Iif COL. ZCTICN VILH M LIT.RY OPELTI I'5 LiV.Ie
VIHG i3 OPOSING FO CE Iil YWHZ REPUBLIC OF VILTIM ON 4 HOVEBIR 1966.

DURLIIG WHE OPER 1Tui'y CO:L%ITY C WAS MOVING FOR ARD TO AUQMI™
YHE FIN55 OF [N AMERIC/I UNIT PIN ED DOUM BY AN ETTiTZD VILT COLG
B/TTILIC., SZRGLHT LUBLRONG WA . LOVILG FI.H HIS PLAYOON ~HIM IV
BEC.M: PIH.ZED DOVH B. “HRUE VI&y COUG IN i MICLIIEGUN BUITIR. .3 71X
2D PL.i00H LVTEMPTED 10 MIEUV.R, SIZ VIET CONG PROVICTING UHi BUIKIR
FLAHEED $HEH /D JT0..ED wHEIR LSSAULT.

MOVEMELIT WAS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT IN ©HZ DEISE JUNGLZ. :HE 2D
PL:00N M/CHIVEGUEIZR BEC/IME EUTAUGLED IN THS VIUES, HJMPERIIG 4HE
FOR,RD “:HRUST OF HI PLL.OOK. II.H CO.PLE & DISREG.. FOR il O1f
PERSONAL SLFETY, (i Z{POSING HI.S.IF T0 HE KIGH RATE OF :03TILs FIL,
SZ3G...I £7S-ROI'G PICK.D UP THE M CAINEGUN FRO!I YHE Eil.ALGLED GUM:ER
1D ASSAULTED THE BUIRG:i. DURIIUG THE ASSAULT, S.RGLAN'Y ARMSTROIG SUS-
PATIED SCHRALF:EL WOUi') - IN WHE LRM [i) LEG BY Al EPLODING VIET COMG
RIFL: GREWADE. EOWEVER, TLIS DID 10T DEFil HIMAS I INCRE.SED HIS

RATE OF FILS .ii) SEUT YEE 5IX VIST COi/G SCURRYING FOR COViR. SERGEANT



ARM3YROLIG MOVIED IN AMD XTILLED THE SIX VI:T CULC B.FORE THEY CUULD

REACH YHEIR PREPAR:D POSITIONS. MATL/W.INING THo INTENSIVE RLTE OF
FIRE, SERGaLHT ARMSIROLG wHoll COMMINLED HI3 A3SAULY Off T}:L MiCHIEGU
BUiilal XILLIVG WHE THIGE VIET COuG IN THE POSITION,.

SERGELI'T ARMS1ROIG!S PROF&SSIUL/AL COMPETELCE UiDsel FINE EiL.BLaD

S¥E0 JCRVARD MOVEMENT TO BB CO:NTINUED. HIS VLLOJOUS ACTIOLS LR Tif

TII® HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE UNITED STATLES [RiY MID RE-

KEE: oG WITH TR
FLECYS GELT CLUDIT UPQH HIMSELF, HIS UilIT AD .Hd UIITED STATES LRLD

FCORCES .
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIMY
HEADQUARTERS, 3D BATTALIUN, 21ST INF.NTRY
196TH LIGHT INFANTRY BRIGADL (SLPARLLL)
APO Sen Franeisco 96256
AVEBFBBS4 21 April 1967

SUBJLECT: Annual Historical Supnlement

TO: Chief of lMilitary History
Department of the Lrmy
Weshington, D, C,

1. Reference, paragraph 61d, /R &70-5.

2. In accordance with cited regulation, attached innual Supple-
ment to the History of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infentry is submitted.

3. Delay in submittal was due to permanent change of station
of brigade from Tay Ninh, South Vietnam to Chu Lai, South Vietnam,

FOR THE COMMAND:=R:

‘j)\ \S) i L\.\L)A"\\/\,\
1 Incl PR ANIC We LAWSON

as 1Lt, Infantry
Adjutent

Copies furnished:
CG, 196th Lt Inf Bde
(AVBFHO)
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RCS CSHIS-6 (R2)
3d Battalion, 21st Infontry
1 Jenuary 1966 to 31 December 1966
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the remainder of the traininy was conducted at the various ranges and
treining ercas in and around Tort Devens, ilassachusettis,

Uncer the trein and retain nolicr upon which the battzlion was
orgenized, the +IT phase was also utilized to trein personnel for
hard si:ill MOS!, Certcin enlisted men were selected to attend o lied-
iccl Aidman's Course which was condueted by the 29th Evacuetion ios-
vitel under the supervision of the Post Surzeon., Other Ll atiended =
field wire crevman's course given dy the 3d Battalion, &2nd irtiliery

o

sdadio-Telenhone Onerciors were trained

[

by the Army Secvrity lgency &t
Fort Devens. Individuals selected for iilitery Folice :schooling reic
sent to Fort Gordom, Georgia. The maj it of the fo.mel school: uore
loccted at Fort Dix, New Jersey —- compeny clerl, file clel, ecmini-
strative specialict, ete,

ifter completing ity traiiinsy at Comp Zdwerds, “he battelion re-
turied to Fort Deveng on 19 Februery, Alvanced InCividual Training
graduation was conducted at ‘heater MNr. €, Fort Devens the afiernoon of
12 Harch 1566, I1kjor General Cherles OfMglley, Commendinz Genersl .III
U, €., .ormy Corps and Fort Devens, Masscchusetts gave the gredvsting ade-
dress to the class and presented outvstanding trcince awerds. Guest
spoaker:: also included Colonel Francis S. Conety Jr., Commandiny Officer

196th Light Infentry Brizede (Separetc) and liewienart Galovel John B.

Wedsworth Jr., Comnanding Officer, 3d Battalion, 21lst Infentry.
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velcom ng perty of 50 Vietnemese girls in flowins ‘im Dezy! cosbumes
rushed forward cerriing cornations and zladioli, “he leading G.I,'s
were promptly decorated with bright colored flovers. Officers dipned
th'dr heads to receive lets and magnolia hlossoms. The men stood ot
ied percde rest vh le dizniterics made speocics and nhotogredhers
ook pictures. 4Ls the bend pleyed "Blue Hereii," the VGILLIYSY marched
ear to begin writing o nov history to thelr nroud
pe.st,

V - Bese Developmat and ircining

the bettelion was transported via C-130 aircraft to “heir betitelion
bese arec at the 195th Brijede base camp in %y Uinh Proviace which is
loccted epproximetely A5 milcs NW of Szigon on the Combodian boxder. Yoy

Minh Province, which bord:rs most of War Zone "C", is onc of the mo<t ilie

portent stretegic aves: in the wr —w- hackdoor to S:izon, a favorits

bese area for the Viet Conzg, and the torminus of mamy scerel communist
supnly trails coming through Combodia.

Ls the men unloeded “he traasports, they were sreched by rolling
matioc ficlds, ant hills 3 foet high and howd as couent, end thick, ine
vertwined undergrowth, Yo meke metters vorse, there worc no roads into
the arca other than en ox cert trail usid by the ithabiten's of the ncar-
b villegzee Compony, plcioon and scuved arccs weu.: assigned and the “roops
mede themsclves as comfortable as possible wndar the hat vmanicel sun of

Vietnom,









ndividuels to breach the triplc concertine wire bordering “he peri-
mewer,

During the month of sScptember the bottalion recoive” its #haptisn
of firch whilec conducting a scerch cad destroy operdion on the weasicrn
slopc of Iiui 8. Don mow:icin in conjunction with a specicl forecs wnit
cad five Civilien Irrcgulor Defense Group (CIDG) companics, MNui B
Den, bottor Xmowm as the “Bleck Viegin' had boon an improgneble VO
stronzhold for yorrs. The mountiin toucrs 3,232 foot above the pleins
of Tcy Winh Province,

he battalion (=) wes in reserve at %he base of the mount.in whon o
c:ll we reecived to move forard and - steblish blocking positions
through which one CIDG company whiech hed beeon ambushed by the Vist Cong
whilc descending the mowntain could pess throush. The compeny hol sus~
teined moderdh ¢ casucltics and were being pursucd by an ostimated VO
plctoon, Two plctoons of the "GIILET3¥ moved forwerd and deployed. 4
lanéing zonc wag securod to the reoar for the ovecuction of the wowndeds
s3 the CIDG forec moved vhrough their positions, the blocking force
pprepercd for the cnomy., As they approachoed thoy opeoned firc killing
ofr wounding scvevel and sending the rempindeor flcoing back up the
mowrtein or into the surrownding jungzglos,

VII - Opcration Alice

The 3d Bettelion, Zlst Infontry conducted Operation .lice, a scarch
cand destroy oporation 2 - 8 Scplember 1966 in Brigedo TAUR 2, The

oporation was chorccterized by hoicvy saiurction patrolling at night and



vijorous compeiy sizc XD oper: tions during the dey.  The operciion

was highly successful in thet it disrupted the activitics of olement:

of G<40 VC Comncny known o be oporcting ia thet arca.

VIII ~ Operation Litlcboro

Company C, 3d Bettclion 2lst Infrniry wes cticched to the lst Bot-
tzldon, 27th infoniry, 25th Infentry Division on a scorch & destroy opcre-
ction in Toy Minh Province, During tho coursc of the operation, Compony i
1/27 ond Compeny C 3/21 mode contect with on cstimcted rogimon’cl siuc Vict
Conzy force., “he two cmericon units gusteined several “hunen weve” citecks
by the oncmy. The “GIMLEIS" cecounted for over 30 VO kills during :the
five (5 hour botile on the 4th of llovember 1955, %“ho operciion soon srovw
into a multi-divisional force with 'bhé remainder of the 196th Liszht Infun~-

+ry Brigode (Scparcte), 1lst Infentry Division cnd 25th Infan®sy Division,



CHAIN OF COMIAND

BATTALION COMMW:I(DERS

LT COLOLEL JOHN B. WADSWORIE JR. 1 January 1966 -~ 30 Junc 1956
LT COLOMEL CHARLES K. NULSEN JR. 1 July 1966 -~ 31 Deccmber 1955

BATTALION MECUTIV B OFFICERS

UTIV S GET

Mcjor Joscph Gerda 1 Jepuery 1966 - 3 Hoy 19466
lojor Russcll H, Williams L Yy 19%6 - 10 July 1966

Mejor Burtin W. Springstcad 11 July 155 - 31 Deccmbir 1965



Boittclion 5-1
CPY CHCIL X. VAUGH!
LT THOMAS J. WHITWEN

1LE FRAW.S We LAWSON

1LT SAMUZL SOW.3END

1LT JAid.3 &. HUSE

Sgticlion 823
MeJ THOMAS MC CARTHY

CPT MOYLil 3, CHiW IT

Batbelion Seh
CPY ROBERT E. B.tM
L THOIAS BURLOH

1LT STEPHEN J. RYAN

Baltalion 5=5
CPT ARTURO 5ANCHEL

LT THOA» R. HEEBERRY

1L% ROMALD HIBBARD

STAFT

Inclusive D:ricg
1 Jon 66 = 6 iy 66
7 My 66 - 22 lov 66

23 Mov 66 - 31 Dec 66

1 Jen 66 ~ 31 iug 66

1 Scp %6 ~ 31 Dce 66

1 Jen 66 ~ 15 Jul 66

16 Jul 66 ~ 31 Doc 66

1 Jen 56 - 13 Mor 66
14 Mor 66 = 25 Jun 66
29 Jua 56 — 31 Doe 66

4 Jul 5% = 6 Hov 56
15 Hov 66 - 21 Hov %6

‘2 Nov 66 - 31 Dec 56






UNIT

COMMANDERS

1T
figgdenorters & Hondenartors Compeny.

CPI ARTHUR PALIBER

1LT WIIBUR J. DAVIS

Sorpony. &
110 MICHAIL T. RUAE

CPYI XML C, GREGG

Conpray. B
CPY ML C., GREGG

11T THOHA: R. HEDEBERRY

CPy CECIL K. VAUGH!
1LT THOMLS J. WHITTEN
Comprny.

CPT RUS .ELL DoVRIES

Conpony. D
41T WilBUR J. DVIS
CPT XML C. GREGG

CPT MITCHELL T. LREDS

1Jdn66 - 6 Mor
7 r 66 - 31 Dee &

1Jen %6 = 4 Scp

5 Scp 66 - 31 Dee

1 Jen 66 - 5 lcr

7Hr 66 -

L Moy ¢5 - 22 lov

23 Yov 66 = 31 Doc 5

1 Jon 66 -~ 31 Doc
1 Jen 56 - 6 ikr
7 Mor 66 - 4 Scp
5 3cp 66 ~ 31 Dec

3 Moy

66

66
56
66






SRON&l ST/R

SG. LHOIMOE K. JTR7ACK
PFC MIT JAZL Co GRIFFII
5P4 DAL T L. XING

SP4, .NTMOHY SCIVOLILO
PFC DiVID 4. COOP.R
PFC FOR.o».T DUDL:Y
PAC TED il. TOLZMANL!

BRULZE 5i R (Meritorious Survice)

1LT Win JIAM H. ... RLO ' JR.
SP4, D.UTL.., BEIEDISUX
1LT RAYMOID J, LOVO.NY

ARY CUM <DATION 1LDLL Ave

SP/, JOHMWY B. BROWINSTREAD
5P, THOMAS J. COX

3P4 Jiils5 N. DELORE
3P4, GARY C. F:LSHIW

574 JOH B. FEuI

SGT- JOHN J. G.LAYDA

SSG TERRE..CE P. LUCAS
1LT JAMES G. IIiassSELL
SP4 JOLEPH C. MRZLOCK JR.
5P, GERLLD HlITLE

5P4, LAYREIICE TRLUPEL

3GT JAMIS R. WARRICK
SG: 4LBERT YONALIS

LRAMY COM: ENDATIUN MEDAL

S$SG CH:RL.S W. ARIVEIT
SGT RONALD L. DLVIS
3P/, TERREICE A. KING
SSG DONALD SHACKELT

Conpeny D
Conpeny ..
Conpeny B
Compeny B
Comweny .
Conr any B
Conpeny B

Ho & Hao Co
Conpeny D
Conpeny D

Compony
Compeny
By & Hg
Conpeny
Copeny
Conpeny
Commeny
Compeng
Coinpeny
Conpeny
Conpcny
Conpany
Compeiy
Comneny

o

eYoleoNoNoNoNoNoRoRoRoNe N ot Ne]

Conpeny D
Compeny B
Compoeny B
Comprny B

(Interia=3$ #VH)



DEPARTUENT OF THE ARMY
LINE Gi AIND HOWORS
21st Infontry
(GIML=T3)

Constituted 3 May 1861 in the Reguler lrmy os 24 Battaolion,
12th Infantry,

Orgenizod 20 Mcy 1862 at Fort Hemilton, Mew York,

Reoorgenized and redesignated 7 December 18%% as 21lst Iaf:atry.

Congolidgted 9 « 31 suzust 1869 with 32d Infmtry (sce AT
in Colifornia amd the Tervitory of Lrizona ond dcsigha‘bcd 2lst ine

antry.

Assigned 29 July 1917 to tho-léth Division,

(16th Division demobilized 8 Morch 1919 at Camp Kea ney, Loli-
forania),

Assigned 22 October 1921 to the Hawaiian Division,

Relieved 256 ‘mmust 1941 fron assignment to the Hawciian Division
ond ossigned to the 24th Division (leter desisncted s 24th Infan"ufy
Division).

Relieved 5 June 1958 fron essignment to tho 24th Infantry Dive
ision and rcorzenized as & porent rogiment wunder the Combet frms Regi~

nentel Syston.






21st Infentry
(GIMLEY 5)

CAPAIGY PLRTICIPATION CiliDIT

Ciwi) Wop

Virginiz 1862
FPoninsula
Manasasas
Antictam
Trodericksburg
Clicnecilorsville
Guttrsburg

Wi idoraoss
Spotsylycinia
Cold Harbor
Petersburg
Virginia 1863

Indicr Wors

Modocs

H~z Peroos
Bgnnocl:s
Arizona 1866
irizona 18547
irizone 1568
krimna 1869,
Arizona 1870

Wor with Spain

Santiczo

DECORLTIuULIS

Philipnine Insurroction

Zepote River
Luzon 1899
Inzon 1901
Iuzon 1901

Wordd W » IT

Contrel Pocific
New Guinca (with arrovhe:cd)
Leyte
Luzon
Southern Philippines
(vith arrowhcad)

Korcon Hex

Ull defensive

UN offcusive

CCF interveation

First Ul countcroffensive
CCF spring offensivo

UN surmcr-foll offensive
Second Korcan winter
Xorca, suncr 1953

Distinguished Unit Citction, Streoner cmbroidered DEFIZISE OF XORZAL

Distinguished Unit Citction, Strccmer cmbroidercd SANGHONGIONG NI

Philip-ine Prosidential Unit Citetion, Streamer embroidered 17

OCTOBER 1944 to 4 JU.-T 1945,
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