HISTORY OF 15T BATTALION, 52D INFANTRY

The 1st Battulion, 52d Infentry srrived in Vietnam in October 1967, as
part of the 198th Infuntry Frigade and begen offensive operations in Crers-
tion MUSCATINL. The Battalion later participsted in Operations DUNLINGTC
TRAIL, GENEVA PARK, FINNEY HILL, and MIDDLESEX FPLAK,

At the beginning of 1971, the 1-52 Infentry was engeged in the 19&th
Brigade's Operation GENEVA PARK. The operation consisted of unilateral
and combined operations with the 6th ARVHN Regiment in order to secure mejor
lines of comuunicetion, to locate and destroy enemy forces sttempting to
attack Quang Ngal City and Chu Lai Base complex, end to support the GVH
Pacification Prog:am. The 1-52 Infentry opereted from Stinson using small
unit taotica_s and achievin‘g excellent results,

Following the corclusion ef GENEVA PARK on 1 March 1971, the 19&th
Brigude bggan Operation FINNEY HILL on the same dey. 1-52 Infantry con-
tinued to operste in the northern pert of (uang Ngai Province, using smell
unit tecties ageinst tho‘ enemy. On 11 April 1971, the 198th Brigade t'urned'
Operetion FINCEY HILL over to the 11th Infentry Brigsde, 4t the same time,
the 19€th Brigade assumed responsibility for Operstion MLUDLLGLA PLIK from
the 196th Infantry Brigede. The purpose of MIDULES'X FLAK was to conduct
unilatersl and combined oper:tions to secure mejor lines of communication,
to locate and destroy enemy forces, snd to purticipate in the GVN Pacifi-
cation Program. The 1-52 Battulion continued to operate from Siinson,
and had particular success in its rice denisl asctivities, Contact with the
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enemy remained light throught the operation, with most contacts being
sharp but brief in duration. Operation MIDDLESEX PuiK ended on 1 July
197.

On 1 July 1971, the 1-52 Infantry wa. attached to the 11th Infentry
Brigade. The 11th Prigede conducted operstions to locate and destroy the
VC Quang Ngal Provincial Headquarters and the 21st NVA Regimenlt, to zssist
in the GVN Pacification and Hevolutionsry Development Program by cone
ducting combst operations in conjunction with HF/PF Forces, and to assist
in the Rice Deniel Progrem. Contect wes generally light, but the Jevel
of aetivity increesed considersbly during the period 1€ July to 31 July
1971. During that period, & series of operations were conducted in the
western portions of (uang Ngai Provinee along the Mue Ung Corridor, in
conjunction with the 6th ARVN Regiment, to disrupt the flow of enemy
supplies. The 1.52 Infantry wes the major participeting /merican ground
unit and oper:ted very effectively ageinst the enemy.

After 31 July 1971, the level of sction tapered off and remained light
throughout August. The 1-52 Infantry wes still performing its nission
vhen ordered to stand down.

Throughout four yeers of service in Vietnam, the men of the 1=t Dat-
talion, 524 Infantry performed their mission with eggressiveness and
dedication,
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