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BATTALION

COMMANDER

Dec 66 - Aug 67
Lieutenant Colonel Howard M. Moore

Lieutenant Colonel Howard McKinley
Moore, Artillery, 063387, Commanding Officer,
145th Combat Aviation Battalion, 12th Combat
Aviation Group, APO San Francisco 96227.

Born 30 August 1920 at Condon, Oregon.

LTC Moore entered the Army in June 1942."

World War II interrupted his civilian education
at Eastern Oregon College. He enlisted in the
Army and successfully completed Pre-Glider
School, receiving a rating as a Liaison Pilot,
before attending Field Artillery Officer Candidate
School at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. He was graduated
as a Second Lieutenant, Field Artillery on 27
May 1943.

Immediately after commissioning, he attended
the Army’s Liaison Pilot course at Fort Sill and
was graduated two months later in August 1943.

Joining the 6ogth Field Artillery Battalion
at Fort Carson, Colorado, he deployed with this
unit to the European Theater of Operations. He
carned his first Air Medal while flying in Europe
for the 71st Division Artillery.

Following the war, he left the service for two
and one-half years, coming back on active duty
on 31 January 1949. He had remained on active
duty ever since.

He served with various artillery units in
Japan, deploying to Korea with the 61st Field
Artillery Battalion, 1st Cavalry Division in July
1950. In successive assignments, he was the assis/
tant barttalion S3, liaison officer, Sz, and a battery
commander.

While serving as the Commanding Officer,
Battery “C”, 615t FA Battalion, LTC Moore
was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross and
the United Kingdom’s Military Cross for con-
spicuous gallantry in action while withstanding
an enemy assault on his position which threatened
to isolate the British Commonwealth Brigade.

Returning from Korea, he was assigned to
the Department of Gunnery at The Artillery
School, Fort Sill as an instructor for two years
before he was selected to attend the Artillery

Advanced Course in 1953-1954.

He was assigned to duty in Europe for three
years after completing the Advanced Course and
served with artillery units in Germany until 1957
when he returned to Fort Sill to assume instructor
duties at the Artillery School. In 1959, he was
assigned as the Assistant Army Aviation Officer
with the US Army Artillery and Missile Center
and remained there until August 1960. While
assigned to this command, he went to Camp
Wolters, Texas and became rotary wing rated.

In 1960, Lieutenant Colonel Moore was
selected to attend the regular course of the Army
Command and General Staff College at Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas. Upon graduation, he
attended the University of Omaha under “Opera-
tion Bootstrap” to complete his college education
which was cut short by WWII, eighteen years

carlier.

Assigned to Headquarters, Sixth United
States Army in 1962, LTC Moore was Opera
tions and Training Officer in the Office of the
Aviation Officer for a year before being transferred
to the United Statess Army Aviation Center,
Fort Rucker, Alabama in February 1963. He
served as Assistant Chief of Staff, G-1, there for
two years.

In July 1965, LTC Moore was selected to
attend the United States Naval War College at
Newport, Rhode Island. Upon graduation, he
was assigned to the 12th Combat Aviation Group,
Vietnam, where he served as the Deputy Com-
manding Officer.

He assumed command of the 145th Combat
Aviation Battalion on 1 December 1966.

A Senior Army Aviator, LTC Moore has
been awarded the Distinguished Service Cross,
Distinguished Flying Cross, Army Commenda-
tion Medal, Air Medal with six oak leaf clusters,
and the British Military Cross.

Licutenant Colonel Moore is married. His
wife, Phyllis, and two sons, Gregory and Russell,
await his return at their home in Lawton,
Oklahoma.
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Four years ago, on 25 June 1963, General
Order 236, Headquarters, United States Army,
Pacific, activated the 118th Assault Helicopter
Company as one of the two helicopter units
comprising the 145th Aviation Battalion.

Rising like a phoenix from the recently
deactivated 33rd Transportation Company (Light
Helicopter), which had arrived in Vietnam durmg
the autumn of 1962, the 118th “Thunderbirds”
immediately began to be typified by their motto—
“It Shall Be Done.”

Becoming fully operational as an assault
helicopter company in July 1963, the Thunder-
birds chalked up an impresive record of combat
assaults during their fist month of operation,
without the benefit of an armed helicopter platoon.
Flying dual rotor CH-21 helicopters, the pilots
and crews had to resort to the use of personal
sidearms when assaulting a hostile landing zone.
One of the Thunerbirds’ first confirmed Viet Cong
kills was reported when a doorgunner shot one of
the guerillas from the aircraft’s landing gear with
his pistol.

With the Thunderbirds’ adoption of the
UH-1 helicopter in September 1963, the “Bandits”
armed helicopter platoon was created. During
November 1963 the Bandits were credited with
more than 150 enemy kills, a record that was not
surpassed until the large buildup of American

118TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER

COMPANY

THUNDERBIRDS

troops in 1965.

Organized for heliborne operations over the
myriad terrain features of the 111 Corps Area,
the 118th Assault Helicopter Company was the
model of assault helicopter companies that would
follow it to Vietnam in another two years. The
Thunderbirds were so highly regarded by the
commanders of other helicopter units that the 118th
was constantly training members of the new units
as they arrived in Vietnam.

Known as “The First of The Assault Helis
copter Companies,” the 118th has actively particis
pated in every major battle and operation 1n 111
Corps, distinguishing itself in the Battle of Dong
Xoai, Operations Attleboro, Cedar Falls, and
Junction City.

The measure of a helicopter unit, like the
measure of any group, is in the measure of its men.
Among the Thunderbirds’ greatest claims to its
reputation as a unit that is the first to arrive and
the last to leave are the men who have done just
that:

The Pilot who took his aircraft down into
a hostile landing zone, from which he was drawing
intense enemy fire, to evacuate a wounded A merican
Advisor. On touchdown the pilot was killed by
an enemy round, the copilot waited in the landing
zone while rounds peppered the ground around his
aircraft until the wounded man was loaded aboard

his helicopter and then flew him to safety through
a withering hail of enemy fire.

And the entire crews of two helicopters who
stayed on the ground in a hostile landing zone
during an enemy assault to administer first aid to
the wounded after their aircraft were shot down,
crossing a2 known minefield to pull the wounded
infantry soldiers to safety. When two helicopters
landed in the hot landing zone to take the crews
out they were loaded with wounded personnel.

And the two helicopters that snatched a
company of Vietnamese CIDGs from an encircl
ing battalion of Viet Cong. With no gunship
cover each aircraft made six landings within so
meters of the enemy, hovering down to their landing
points through bamboo and small trees.

And the pilot who flew his entire crew to
Saigon for medical attention after a mortar round
exploded near the aircraft and seriously wounded
the copilot, crewchief and doorgunner. After the
damaged aircraft was landed it was discovered
that the pilot, a 20-year-old Warrant Officer, was
also seriously wounded in the face and arms.

And the officers and men of the r18th who
daily know that they may be called upon to do the
same, and agree to themselves that they will. “It
Shall be Done”

This is the measure of a unit.

























































THE BATTLE OF SOUI TRE

On 19 March 1967, the 145th Combat
Aviation Battalion distinguished itself by excep-
tionally valorous actions in the prelude to what
was to become known as the Battle of Suoi Tre—
the most significant one-day battle to date in the
III Corps Tactical Area. The 145th Combat
Aviation Battalion was operating in direct support
of 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry Division, with the
mission to conduct a combat assault into a landing
zone located approximately five miles north of
Suoi Da, Republic of Vietnam. The initial
operational plans were made for the assault to take

place on 18 March 1967, several miles further
north of the actual landing zone; however, obsta-
cles prevented the 2nd Battalion, 22nd Infantry
(Mech) and the 2nd Battalion, 34th Armor from
securing the landing zone as planned. On the even-
ing of 19 March, the assault was rescheduled for
19 March with the landing zone changed to the
new location. The armored and mechanized
elements were unable to meet this new schedule.
It was then decided that the assault would be con-
ducted into an unsecured landing zone with the
armored and mechanized elements scheduled to

reinforce the infantry at a later time. The hazards
of this unsecured landing zone were known to be
many as there were relatively few clearings in the
dense jungle which were adequate for airmobile
operations. Past experience indicated that when there
were few clearings in an area, the Viet Cong either
mine or establish ambushes on or near the potential
landing zones. Professionalism and esprit de corps
prevailed as the aviators of the 68th and 118th
Assault Helicopter Companies ecagerly awaited
the termination of the twenty-minute artillery
preparation which would mark the beginning of
the first lift. The assault was under the control of
the Commanding Officer, 145th Combat Aviation
Battalion. The lift units were supported by gunships
of both assault helicopter companies and those of
the 334th Armed Helicopter Company. The first
lift encountered little resistence upon entering the
landing zone, but received automatic weapons fire
upon departure. At the moment the aircraft of the
second lift touched down, a command detonated
15smm artillery round was exploded. Two heli-
copters were completely destroyed and five others
seriously damaged from shrapnel. More mines were
detonated and the landing zone became a holocaust
of fire and flying steel. The Viet Cong were in
well established bunkers and had numeric superi-
ority—it was later learned that major portions
of two Viet Cong regiments were engaged in the
battle. Heroism became the norm rather than the
exception. Realizing the necessity for reinforcing
the ground units already in the landing zone, the
decision was made to land additional troops into
a landing zone immediately adjacent to the initial
landing zone. The 118th Assault Helicopter
Company “Thunderbirds” and the 68th Assault
Helicopter Company “Top Tigers” wasted no
time getting another load of troops aboard and into
the air. The tremendous urgency of the situation
was realized by all. The lift approached through
sporadic ground fire which culminated in the deto-
nation of another mine which damaged the lead
aircraft. The next element approached through a
withering hail of automatic weapons fire and was



met with another mine upon lading. Initially,
suppresive fire from escort gunships was impossible
due to friendly elements scattered throughout the
area. Showing the utmost in determination and
a remarkable tactical grasp of the situation, the
armed helicopters located the enemy emplacements
and supported the troop.carrying aircraft by de-
livering accurate and deadly fire on the enemy.
The armed helicopters were only able to accomplish
the needed accuracy by Aying directly into the bar-
rage of fire. Their actions were instrumental in
preventing the loss of additional lives and aircraft.
Under the calm, inspirational leadership of the
battalion commander, the companies performed
in a manner that was in the highest traditions of
Army Aviation. The courageous air crews flew
eight lifts into the landing zone after the initial
holocaust with individual acts of heroism being
numerous as indicated by five individuals being
awarded the Silver Star, 19 the Distinguished
Flying Cross, 14 the Bronze Star for valor and
96 the Air Medal for valor. Four enlisted crew
members of the first helicopters downed in the
landing zone immediately began stripping the
helicopters of radios, weapons and other valuable
equipment. Realizing that the landing zone was
in imminent danger of being engulfed in Aames,
they secured fire extinguishers and Hack vests to
fight the blaze. Failing to thwart the fire, they ran
through the inferno looking for the wounded. As
the blaze advanced, it set off hand grenades that
had been dropped during the confusion of the
initial mine explosions. These men began giving
medical aid to wounded infantry soldiers and
loading them onto helicopters which came back
on succesive lifts. They voluntarily remained in the
landing zone under heavy fire throughout the
morning and early afternoon. Another enlisted
crew member braved the exploding mines and
rescued his critically injured pilot and mortally
wounded door gunner from their burning heli-
copter. He then carried the pilot under intense
automatic weapons fire to an evacuation helicopter
across the landing zone. He returned and re-
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moved the radios and weapons from the helicopter
prior to returning to the evacuation helicopter
where he performed life -saving first aid to the
wounded. A warrant officer’s aircraft received
extensive damage during the initial blast; however,
he determined that the urgency of the situation
warranted the helicopter being Aown and he made
three successive lifts 1n his damaged ship to deliver
additional reinforcements to the Eeleagured ground
troops. These are but a few examples of the many
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acts of bravery which occured during this action.
There were cases of downed aviators taking
machineguns and providing supressive fires in the
landing zone for successive lifts instead of being
immediately evacuated, In several instances, air
craft which were severely damaged were Hown
out of the landing zone to more secure areas so
that they could be air lifted out without incurring
additional damage.
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and gave rise to new ideas, new
attitudes toward authority, and new
social relationships.

Government in Vietnam tradi-
tionally has been authoritarian and
highly centralized. The long period
of Chinese rule was followed by an
uneasy independence under a succes
sion of Vietnamese emperors presiding
over a powerful bureaucracy of the

Chinese ty

The French, much more than
the Chinese before them, remained
alien to their subjects. The Viet
namese, as they always had, reacted to
foreign control with reluctant acqui-
escense and, when they could, with
open resistance. French rule exercised
during World War II the represen.
tatives of the Vichy regime, continued
at the sufferance of Japan until 1945
when it was ended by Japanese

imperial declaration.

After Japan’s
French returned to a position which
the events of the war years had made

surrender, the

irretrievable. In the Indochina W
which broke out at the end of 1946
and ended nearly eight years later in
French defeat at Dien Bien Phu, the
French found themselves confronted
by the skillful and determined leader-
ship of the Viet Minh.

With the achievement of their
independence and the partitioning of
the country in 1954, the Vietnamese
entered a new phase of conflict. The
struggle 1s now between the non.
communist government of the south,
supported lwy the United States and
its allies, and the communist regime
in the North, backed by the Soviet
Union and Communist China.
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IN MEMORIUM SO OTHERS MAY LIVE

Captain L. H. Erwin

Private First Class A. L. Hornbuckle
Warrant Officer J. R. Urban
Specialist Four H. C. Collins
Private First Class J. W. Osborn
Chief Warrant Officer W. C. Sellers
First Lieutenant J. W. Irving, Jr
First Lieutenant P. D. Childers

First Lieutenant D. J. Fullers

Chief Warrant Officer E. R. Piper
Warrant Officer M. M. Pfoutz
Sergeant G. M. Frazee

Private First Class W. J. Oakley
Private First Class F. F. Triggs
First Lieutenant W. L. Hall

Chief Warrant Officer R. G. Galbraith
Warrant Officer D. R. Saegaert
Staff Sergeant J. J. Compa
Sergeant C. L. Hagen

Private First Class W. R. Batchelder
Chief Warrant Officer B. G. Hemmer
Warrant Officer M. L. Wildes

Staff Sergeant K. L. Reed
Specialist Five D. L. Baker
Specialist Five J. D. Lanelli

First Lieutenant C. J. Mangold
Second Lieutenant G. Gutierrz, Jr
Specialist Five W. H. Eberhardt
Private First Class D. L. Arcand
Second Litutenant D. L. Foley
Warrant Officer D. L. Tooloose
Corporal D. E. Gill

Private First Class G. A. Zelinko
Warrant Officer W. J. La Grand
Chief Warrant Offiecr V. D. Sherrill
Private First Class H. D. Nelson

Captain D. R. Clark

Warrant Officer D. E. Brann
Warrant Officer J. T. Sticher

Chief Warrant Officer R. M. Dowling
Chief Warrant Officer R. N. Kistler
Specialist Four L. E. Rosenwasser
Lieutenant Colonel C. M. Honour, Jr
Captain A. M. Smith

Specialist Four G. R. Artman
Specialist Four C. J. Lantz

Private First Class R. P. Lancaster
Captain M. R. Frizzell

Lieutenant R. B. Lowe

Specialist Four K. N. Somere
Specialist Four R. W. McGee
Captain C. R. Williams

Chief Warrant Officer R. J. Kinkeade
Chief Warrant Officer D. A. Lambdin
Specialist Four W. R. Tate, Jr
Chief Warrant Officer H. C. Galbraith
Private First Class R. G. Kitner
Specialist Four M. J. Billero, Jr
Staff Sergeant R. D. Howell
Specialist Four E. P. Runnells

Chief Warrant Officer W. D. Perkins
Warrant Officer R. L. Banks
Specialist Four D. A. Dillon

Warrant Officer D. P. Kuhns
Warrant Officer W. B. Wilson
Captain C. S. Burns, lll

Warrant Officer R. L. Pruhs
Specialist Four L. C. Turchi
Warrant Officer D. A. Haakensen
Specialist Four L. D. Moses
Private First Class W. A. Mc Collum
Private First Class H. J. Nece

Specialist Four E. Palmieri
Speciclist Four A. P. Magistro
Specialist Four J. A. Harden
Captain E. J. Saffle

Warrant Officer W. J. Robbins
Private First Class T. Nowack
Warrant Officer R. E. Bradley
Warrant Officer M. S. Uhlig
Specialist Four D. Escalante
Specialist Four L. R. Soward
Specialist Four W. J. Mueller
Warrant Officer H. K. Ketner, Jr
Specialist Four W. G. Lacey

Specialist Four M. Caughman, Jr

Specialist Four R. Amison, Jr
Warrant Officer J. P. Barton
Captain R. A. Kirby

Specialist Four J. N. Sheffield
Specialist Four J. Washburn
Specialist Four G. N. Smith
Specialist Four J. R. Adams
First Lieutenant P. L. Stimpson

Lieutenant Colonel L. W. Brockwell, Jr

Chief Warrant Officer J. D. Legg
Major C. C. Jones

Warrant Officer J. M. Andrews
Specialist Four R. F. Quinn
Staff Sergeant E. E. Acord
Specialist Four P. Ortiz
Private First Class L. J. Fogler
Second Lieutenant R. L. Robbins
Specialist Four T. R. Lunn
Specialist Four G. L. Taylor
Specialist Four K. C. Hurse












The 1967 145th Aviation Battalion unit al bum
has i nportant information about the
operations of the units that served with the
Americal Division prior to Task Force

Oregon. Therefore, the nenbers of the Anerical
Vet eran’s Associ ation very nuch appreci ate that
71st AHC veterans, Chuck Carlock and Ron Seabolt
shared their 145th Aviation battalion inmages wth
veterans of the ADVA. The scanned i mages of the

al bum woul d not have been possible w thout their
contri butions.

Leslie H nes August 2013.



Standing L-R: Leo Tetreault (non-rated); Major George Jackson.



All pilots. Back row standing L-R: Capt. Michael Millett, WO-1
Michael Kretchmer, WO-1 Eugene Martin, WO-1 Randy Billings,
WO-1 Bill Holgerson, unknown, Capt. Thomas Good, Kneeling L-R:

WO-1 Wally Dunning, Capt. Harold Bowen, WO-1 Conrad Howard,
unknown, WO-1 Ronald Rudolph, WO-1 Paul Teelin.




Standing L-R: (maintenance) Capt. Bob Magnum, Major
Bob Treat, WO-1 Paul Bartlett, rest of row unknown.
Kneeling L-R: SP/5 Jerry Fairfield, rest of row unknown.
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First platoon enlisted men. Standing L-R: PFC Tom Knapp, SP4 Dennis Newton,
SP5 Stan Larson, Sp4 Marshall Ratliff, SP4 Richard Powell, SP4 Ron Seabolt,
SP4 John Cervinski. Kneeling: L-R: John Calvacca, SP4 Larry Smith, SP4 Peter
Perez, Plt. Sgt. SSG Larry Lackey, SP4 John Lynch, SP4 Jerry Tippitt, SP4 Don Profitt.



94th Signal Detachment



Firebird Platoon. Standing L-R: unknown, unknown, SP4 Ned Flecke, SP5 Leland Treversie,

SP4 Felix Martinez, SP4 John Dailey, unknown, SP4 Charlie Sanders, SP4 Claude Kilby, unknown,
unknown, SP4 Lindsay Harrington, Kneeling L-R: 1LT Mel Jones, unknown, WO-1 David
Ellingsworth, WO-1 Frank Anton (POW 35 years), unknown, unkown, unknown, WO-1 Ken Wiegand.
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