





The 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry in Vietnam enjoys a proud heritage

that dates back over 100 years to the time of the Civil War. The 20th

Infantry wag organized as directed by President Abraham Lincoln in May

1861 and confirmed by an Act of Congress in July of that year. During

the Civil War the unit faught under General Sykes' Division of Regulars

in some of the bloodiest battles of the conflict.

"Sykes'! Regulars'" continued their traditions of bravery in battles

of the Spanish*American War, the Phillipine Insurrection, World War I and

World War II. The men of the unit carved their names in history fighting

in the Battle of the Little Big Horn, Caney and San Juan Hill, Manilla,
New Guinea, Lone Tree Hill, ILuzon, Blue Beach, Munez and the Purple Heart

Valley, the bloodiest 6000 yards of battle zone in the world.

The battalion holds a Presidential Unit Citation, three Distinguished
Unit Citations, two Meritorious Unit Citations and also boasts seven Con-

gressional Medal of Honor Winners,

"Sykes'! Regulars" was reactivated in July 1966 for deployment to the

Republic of Vietnam. Affter extensive training in small unit tactics and

jungle guerrilla warfare, the main body of the battalion moved by sea tO

Vietnam. They began combat operations in Quang Ngaili Province, which, at

the time, was the heart of Communist aggression in the I Corp area.,

After a series of brilliant combat operations the "Jungle Warriors'

gucceeded to not only break the dominent hold of the VC/NVA insurgents,

but also to drive them from the areas where they once roamed freely.
Since theilr initial thrust, the intrepid "Jungle Warriors" have continued
to 1live up to every tradition of the American soldier with fierce fighting

and a will to conquer aggression againgt freedom wherever they find it.

"Sykes' Regulars'" have in the past, and will continue in the future

to 1live up to their motto: TANT QUE JE PUILS:
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Y10 THE EIMIT -OF OUR ABILITY"
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