








GIMLETS 

FOURTH BATTALION 
TWENTY FIRST 

INFANTRY 
1969-1970 VIETNAM · 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARIVIY 
Headquarters, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry 

Arnerical Division 

From early February to the beginning of July 1969, the men of the 4th 

Battalion, 21st Infantry constructed numerous forward fire support bases 

and conducted combat operations in the area surrounding those bases. They 

also took part in the Arnerical Division's "Operation Iron Mountain". During 

that time the Battalion was very successful in thwarting the 2nd NV.A Regiment's 

intention to launch attacks on nearby populated villages along the coastal 

plains. 

On 3 July 1969, the "Gimlets" were deployed to FSB Debbie, located south 

of Due Pho, in the Arnerical Division's southernmost area of operations. On 

16 September 1969, LTC George R. Hovey Jol:1nson assumed command of the "Gimlets". 

Their primary mission at this time was the responsibility for the security of 

Highway 1 and local pacification. Company D assumed the role as pacification 

company of the 4th Batt,alion, 21st Infantry. The dual mission proved to be 

highly successful in reducing enemy ambushes along Highway 1 and establishing 

an enviable record of cooperation with Vietnamese military forces and civilians. 

A systematic three stage program designed for working with the Vietnamese 

Regional Forces (RF) was implemented. The battalion established a policy to 

brief all RF Comma nders on planned American operations. In the second stage 

of the program, joint operations with entire RF units were undertaken. In the 

third stage, the Battalion participated in operations planned entirely by the 

RF Commanders. This program of military cooperation reaped numerous be efits 

for the Gimlets as well as for the RF units. 

The 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry is proud of its record in Vietnam. The 

4th Battalion, 21st Infantry has a proud heritage, and ,the present "Gimlets" 

have added, and are continuing to add, to this heritage. Todays's "Gimlets" 

can stand tall in any formation, responding to the roll call of history with 

humble but straight forward pride. The brave "Gimlets" who have gone before 

them, for more than a century would be proud but not surprised to know that 

they honor the clarion call to do their duty and "Bore Brother Bore". 



LTC ROBERT L. HARPER - "A Commander's Commanders" 

CSM OT IS PARKS 



CPr FRANSON 
"Hey - Hey - Hey" 

MAJ ROYE. LINDQUIST 
Executive Officer 

CPr PEJ AKOVICH 
"The Mama-sans will wear clothes. 



The S-1 Shoppe 

VLL 1 vvr.. '\ 

You! Low Crawl. 

I like twi d dling my t humbs . 



Bow! 

My fingers hurt. 

A purple what? 

News release my---~ 

You have to have a note from your lstSgt. 

Be advised. There is no Bravo-Echo­
Echo-Romeo at this location. 

I'll throw flowers at you! 

I could just spit. 
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Where's 

007 Chicag o Kid 



Out of Enchilatas? I only have eye s for you. 

Kill or be killed. Of course I'm working, 
What d o you think I'm doing? 

I play organ t oo . My what big eyes y ou have. 



Say Cheese Saur kraut Crayons anyone? 

Peyton Place 

The Mountain Men 



The Red Fox 

5 "' ;;, •. ,:;... 

4·. ~, 2 l ,. 

Let's play Supply 

Never so many, have done so little, in so much time! 

Goodnight Irene I've signed for it, it's mine. 



I like to snarl. Silly! 

Smile and the world smiles with you. Airborne Truckdriver 

D~ the Resupply Olive Oyle Where is my slush pump. 



Individual, Atten-shun! The Whip 

I hate getting my picture taken . El vis The Whippersnapper 

Did somebody mention Bangkok? I owe i t t o myself! We dare you to get hurt. 
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Head Hunters? Salt and Pepper 

Alnia Mater 

You broke my gun! Negative, Over. 

Screw it! The Rock The man w1th the power. 



I see stars and leaves. Drive me to the moon, Pvt. 

I dare you. Get that soda kid. 

Blown away Bunker bums 

Scale that wall Tree house 



Your vehicle is deadlined. No, grease it. 

Hovis~ Heroes or all of King's Men 

Ah Ha! You missed motor stables. I love my gas can. 



Clipton Clowers or was it? Head Tool 

I've welded my ring! A Good Lad 

Mot or stables are such fun. I see the light. 

Yep. it's a vehicle. Got ya 



Head Witch Doctor 

So you got crabs from what? Silver Fox 

' 

Destroy Disease Come in to m.v Laboratory. 



Pill Pushers 



How c ome the men say grace after 
thei r meal? 

The Beet l e 

You can get anything you want , at Al. i ce' s Rest aurant. 



Our compliments to the Chefs. The Brothers Four. 

We have to find that scab! For my next trick. 

Give me
1
the power. Heck no, we don't eat he~e. 

All right you KPs, low crawl! Eat it and like it! 



A madame what? Stone Soul Picnic 

Torture How come no one is smiling? 

I hate water buffalo! I'll raise you two biscuits. 

The ice cream is a little soft today. I f ou.nd my Hanky. 



Postmaster General 

Hippie Postman 

We get letters, all kinds of letters, 

Da, the mail must go through. 

I like pleying Santa Claus. 

One for you, and one for me. 

It makes good glue. I never get any mail. 



Avon calling 

I 
I __ J 

Yes, this is serious . 

Damn female plugs. 

I'll be switched. 

How do I look? 

Right hole! Another crank call 



Cluster Intercourse 

I 

· Attention See the Bow Wow 

- -·-· .__,, . ., 

This means You Kill it I hurt my head. 



How about a date? Box Seat 

Sentries 

Look at the little ants. Eye piece 



Tubers 

We try Pre setting? Boob tube 

L 

Can't see me. It's tiring "getting 'em up" Yum, yum 



High Angle Hell 

Get t ing any? Look at the sky! This makes light. 

Heap big boom-boom. BB MF 



LTC ROBERT L. HARPER 



MAJ MICHAEL A. MOORE CPr DAVID C. FRANSON 

CFT GEORGE H. REED lSG BILLY L. HALL 



MSG ROBERT L. WILLIAMS SFC LINDSEY RUCKER SR. SFC JOHN E. SHEPP ARD 

SGT KENNETH B.CROWLEY JR. SGT RONALD W. MARET 

SP4 RICHARD W. MAYER ' SP4 DARREL V. DAHLBERG SP4 EDWARD G. TAYLOR 

SP4 MARVIN A. PRESLEY SP4 RONNIE BRYANT SP4 CHARLES D. HARLOW 



SP4 HENRY L. PVT WILLIAM P. PASANIO 

HARRISON PFC ALVA- W. TAYLOR PFC JOHN W. STARKEY 

SP4 RONNIE BRYANT 



'There's only one way to pacify a dink: 11
• 

A year and five months to go! 

Hogan's Heroes? 



I've seen a ghost! No cavities mom! 

Psychiatric help -- 5¢ Now look here ••••• 

"B" Company 00h! 00h! 00h! Go away -- I'm on a break. 
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Hick's hillbillies 

··~--~¢ ... ". 

.., ... 
4-Speed and the miss-clut.ched mob 



-- -·· ·--- ~ 

Everybody smi le • • • 

Arzyone f'or left.overs? 



Can I stand at ease now? Think anyone will co~e? You owe it to yours_elf;~ 

You will pack your ruck! I know we're on here somewhere. Mom, guess where I am? 

Don't drink it all ••• Hymn 114 The GI' s Gis 



Come on, give me some more! Grin and bear it. A new receipt? 

It don't mean nothin'! "Power" Same old stuff 

I know there I s a full one somewhere. Three's a crowd! Hard Core •••• 



Dear Abby ••••• A wedding invitation Oh Reely? 

Shut-Out Cluster "#$fo&~ If only it was in English. 

Wat er boy!!! Chieu Hoi' Everyb ody ready for a picture? 



Any one for OCS? Waldo 

"-,,.: ---============::'.:=====~ 

Follow me The good, the bad, and the ugly. Humpty and Dumpty 

What's yours f or? Who did it? Why didn't I get one? 



We've g ot to get out of this place. 

You're facing the wrong way! Me on candid camera? Be chilly 

Do they or don't they? Your wig is slipping. A boy named Sue? 



' ~ \ 
CPI' DAVID C. FRANSON lSG WALTER B. DAVIS 

lLT JOHN P. IAPPINI 

SSG MARTIN L. KRISTO SSG ROBERT J. -SELIG 
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SSG HARRY R. STEED 



SGT MICHAEL R. GOBLET SGT KEITH H. HARWELL SP4 BARRY SKIPPER 

SGT DANNY L. FLETCHER SGT DALEE. STOCKFLETH SGT ROBERTO C. RAMOS 

SGT RICHARD ANDERSON SGT EDWARD L. SZYMANEL SP4 STEVEN J. MITCHLEY 

~~ 
SGT KENNETH D. LOCKS SGT LOVELESS JONES SP4 THOMAS BERNHARD 



SP4 ALBERT J. ROBINSON SP4 ROBERT E. WALCZAK SP4 JACK R. BLAKELY 

PFC NOEL BRADSHAW PFC DENNISE. HUEY SP4 LONNIE J. LISCOMB 

PFC GARY WELSCHER SP4 ANTONIO DAVILA SP4 EDWARD L. PIERCE 

SP4 DANNY W. HALE SP4 JOHN SUTTON SP4 RONALD M. BARBITO 



SP4 WILLJAM F. FLOYD PFC RICHARD UNDERWOOD SP4 WILSON KEE 

PFC CLIFFORD STEPP PFC JOHN F. REILLY SP4 VIKI OXNER 

PFC MICHAEL McCLERY SGT DAVIDE. HERNANDEZ PFC DAVID GARDNER 

SP4 GARY E. CARTER PFC RICHARD A. FARLOW 



PFC DENNISE. DEGROCYr 

, / ; 

- /,r. 

SP4 MELVIN JONES 

PFC MARVIN T. JACKSON 

PFC GEORGE HOLMES PFC JOSEPH ALWARD 

PFC THOMAS J. GIBSON 

PFC WILLIAM J. WALLS 

. rlt1 
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CLARENCE KIDD 

PFC MONROE LAWRENCE 



.. 



I bring P Sermon on the Mount I see you. 

__ ...___.-.-1 \ 

Follow me? Airborne? Gosh! 

What me worry! Status Reports? Morning Rep orts? 







The Big Wheels No.1 

Comrades Does it work? 

Tubers PF's and GI's are friends. 

Romeo- Tango- Oscars I'm tallest. 



Nice tube We fire for you. 

Love our Rounds Bubble chasers 

Hooch Burners Hanging one 

Presetting charges Drive on 



- - - --

Sittin' in the mornin' sun. Day after 

Juicers Reaching the max 

Beer beats milk. Going under 

• Not my pony tail New day 



Rabbit Power What is one and one? 

·Give me a Perescope Hold that pose. 

Eat your heart out. Ho hum 



and proud of it. 

I 

So we've t aken t he hill , now 

Ready for action. 



CPr ROBERT L. HAGELBERGER lSG DOUGLAS R. HOWARD 

lLT DAVE F. HARRIS PSG ALTON J. BESS 

SSG JAl\'IES C. HAMILTON SSG CHARLES AGGERT SSG ROGER G. COVINGTON 



SGT CHARLES S. ALEXANDER SGT SAMMY R. ELLIS SGT LEON R. DAHL 

SGT RICHARD F. DOTSON SGT WAYNE A. SPAR.KMAN SGT CHARLES HEWSOM 

SGT PAUL M. LARSON SGT RONALD W. ANDERSON SGT RAYMOND F. NOVAK 

SGT WILLIAM M. SCANLON SGT DEAN F. HABERLY SGT ERNEST 



SP4 LAWREN L. ROBERTSON SP4 JOSEPH M. TUR OWSKI SP4 RICHARD M. MOORE 

SSG CALVIN KING SP4 RONALD R. BRAKHAGE SP4 PHILLIP C. SANDERS 

SP4 LYNN R. BROWN SP4 JAMES A. ADAMS SP4 LESLIE R. WEIGEL 

SP4 CHARLES S. JOHNSON SP4 CHRISTOBA PATRON SP4 WILLIAM BATES 



SP4 CHARLES R. GRIGGS SP4 COY L. SCO'rT SP4 TRAVIS E. WYATT 

SP4 KIMSEY R. TOLIVER SP4 CHRISTOP L. LICURSE SP4 DAVID R. TOMAS 

SP4 WILLIA W. HICKERSON SP4 CLYDE STAYER SP4 GARY L. PEAT 

SP4 JOSEPH A. BIZZELL SP4 THOMAS W. QUINLAN SP4 DANIEL J. HOFFEY 



. bP4 LARRY TAMASHRIO SP4 S.AMMUEL MOSS SP4 JOHN E. FUSILLIER 

SP4 MARK S. HAILY SP4 OW'EN SHIMOMURA SP4 STEVE W. MARXEN 

SP4 GARY G. L'ENDVED SP4 MICHAEL F. PIERSON SP4 JIM BALL'ENTINE 

SP4 DAVID F. BUNCH SP4 STEV'EN ASHCRAFT SP4 HENRY J. WIGGINS 



SP4 JOHN J. HEREK SP4 SAMMUEL L. MOSS SP4 TIMCY.rHY KELLY 

~) 
SB4- EDWARD BIANUCCI SP4 VIC C. PELUSO SP4 JEROME J. KARPINSKI 

SP4 ANASTAS KANINARIS SP4 GLENN A. ALTOMARE SP4 DONALD M. LOMMORI 

~tt 
PFC, WAYNE F. GACNICK PV2 JAMES L. LEWIS SP4 DANIELL. GANGLOFF 



PFC RICHARD C. WILT 

PFC WILLIAM J. FRISBY 

PFC STEVE W. LUM 

PFC KENNTH CAIN 

~.litt ~ 
PFC ANTHONY A. ROBINSON 

PFC DALE METCALF 

·,\,/ 
/~ \ 

PFC EUGENE TAYLOR 

PFC MARK BRADLEY 

PFC JAMES P. BURKE PFC DANIEL BERARID 

PFC ROBERT W. GUMBERT PFC MARTY GENTILE 

PFC CONRAD STEERS PFC RICHARD C. WILT 

SP4 ERIC A, ROBINSON PFC RODRIGUEZ S. REYS 



l 
l 

A letter to home 

Sly one 

C Co heads 



Kools, why? Is Bernstein really comming to Bronco? 

,~ 
Which one has the live grenade? We've got to stop meeting like this. 

My very own jeep. Stand-downs are fun. 

We are engaged. Charlie at play 



1st Platoon 

2nd Platoon 



3rd Platoon 

I 

4th Platoon 



The "Old Man" Will the real Morris Freyman stand up? 

Well deserved Strack troops 

~ job well done Eyes left! 



Once upon a time. Horny Hooch 

After a steam and cream Who? Us?! 

"V" for what? Maybe its his breath. 



Somber group Nighty Foo 

What a flick My pants are ripped. 

More!! What fun? 



CPI' DAVID M. LEMING II lSG NAYMOND STONE 

lLT STANLEY K. GRAFFIS lLT DAVID A. LANGE lLT CARL E. BOYCE 

PSG WADE JACKSON PSG WILLIAM E. SMITH SGT CHRISTOPHAR J. WELCH SGT TIMOTHY O'DONNELL 



SGT DOUGLAS J. KOCHAN SGT PAUL F. VISSMAN S_GT GORDON L. LOVERINK 

SGT WILLIAM C. SPAINHOWARD SGT J.C. STUCKEY JR. SGT MICHAEL J. HELLAND 

SP4 JOHN W. BLAIKLOCK SP4 ALVINE. MOREE SP4 HARVEY R. STEPHENS 

SP4 JOHN SP4 DENNIS G. RYAN SP4 JOHN L. WESTERFIELD 



SP4 THOMAS B. PYLE SP4 RICHARD AVILA SP4 STEPHEN KARPIEL 

SP4 BRUCE R. GIBSON SP4 JOSEPH L. BEISWENGER SP4 ERNEST E. GIBBS 

SP4 LINWOOD J. PULLIAM SP4 GARY MOSHER SP4 JOHN A. BRASCH 

SP4 JACK R. HALLBERG SP4 JOHN WALLACE JR. SP4 MARVIN VAN CUREN 



SP4 D.ENNIS W. RUSSELL SP4 GARY L. POPP SP4 JACK J. FAKES 

SP4 LINWOOD J. PULLIAM SP4 ROBERT L. SNYDER SP4 BARRY L. JONES 

STEPHENS SGT DUC SP4 NORBERT J. JENSEN 

SP4 MICHAEL P. SINK PFC RICHARD A. MELHORN SP4 TAYLOR 



PFC DALLIS D. LEMKE PFC EDWARD G.V:AN'DERHAM PFC ALBERT VASQUEZ 

PFC LARRY R. FROST PFC LONNIE L. WHITTINGTON PFC MILTON SCHWARTZENTRAUE 

SP4 LANNEY PFC PAUL R. BERNEKING PFC JERRY L. SINGLETON 

PFC RICHARD R. KELLER PFC DANNY L. TABOR PFC RICHARD C. POWERS 



PFC LARRY R. ZIEHL PFC JAMES J. SHRAMEK PFC MICHAEL L. HUSTON 

SP4 GOODE PV2 BILLY G. JOHNS PFC RICKEY JUSTET 

SP4 LARRY R. REISSIG PFC OWEN ADAMS PFC ARNULFO R. ROMERO 

PFC THOMAS F. RIGGS SGT THOMAS W. MERRILL PFC DONALD G. CREWS PFC MARTIN YOUNGMAN 



PFC GARY D. BROWN PFC GEORGE R. KELLEY PFC JAMES M. COMBS 

SP4 LUTHER CURRY JR, PFC STEVEN A. FRANK PFC VAN R. ROBERTSON 

SP4 BENJAMIN C. SINGER PFC LARRY J. BACKES PFC PAUL G. EATON 

PFC ROBERT D. INGOLE PV2 JAMES E. B100DSAW SP4 ERON L. SPEARMON JR. SP4 DANNY L. HANSON 



CPT. RONALD E. LEWIS 

Back to the Field Troop 

Co D Heads 



Good night Tom Maybe next t ime they will let me use paper. 

Good night Shirley. Que pasa 

4th Platoon 



~·· 
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3r d Platoon 



New meats Killer sq_uad 

M-60 ers Dog team 



l 

Hello, Ma? Meeting of the minds 

3rd Herd Super shammers 

A 8 day old blade too! Better save your energy. 



We supprise people Bridge 104 

Ringo & Men It better work. 

I see you. RTO' s at work 



Pop and his boys Just sittin around 

I 
l" 

Grunty Grunts Kings 

Defenders Pooped 



. Sky King Just one more degree • 

Robin hood and his merry men. 

Quadi Sing along 



RRRRRRRRRRip Mass hordes 

Ring my chimes Long brade 

I want to be loved .• Boom Boom 



This group used regular toothpaste 

This group had 43% fewer cavities. 

War is hell! 



CP.r RONALD D. LEWIS lSG GURNEY BULLARD 

lLT SHIRLEY E. HALL lLT JOSE R. DIAZ lLT INGUAR LANTZKY lLT JORN A. MURPHY 

SSG LONNIE L. MURPHY SGT CURTIS A. WOOD SGT ALAN H. PETERSON SGT RONNIE M. SMITH 



SGT RAYMOND OLSSON SGT THOMAS MANSBRIDGE SP5 ANTONIO SANCHEZ 

SGT PAUL W. BIXBY SP4 DELMAR C. McGLOTHLIN SP4 VINCENT S • . TAPIA 

SP4 WALTER L. TUCKER TUNG SP4 GREGG ABERT 

SP4 HAROLD DONDANVILLE SP4 JOE ALEJANDRO SP4 WILLIAM G. VEIT 



PFC WILLIAM SIGMON SP4 STEPHEN A. MILEK SP4 HERMAN BROWN 

SP4 GARY R. TURNER SP4 MICHAEL J. FOBBE SP4 RAYMOND GEORGE 

PFC HAROLD ANDERSON SP4 lVI.ARK A. SENICH . SP4 STEPHEN MOY4AN 

PFC JAMES W. POLK PFC JOEL. HEATHERLY PFC EDWARDO CARDENAS 



PFC HAROLD K. IZUMI PFC LINWOQD STEPHENS PFC DEUARD C. ATWOOD 

PFC JOHN R. KUHN SP4 ROGER G. CATHERMAN PFC PATRICK LANTZY 

PFC THOMAS O. WHITAKER PFC HENRY TELLIER SP4 MICHAEL ERWIN 

It ~ 
---=---=-= --------- " 

PFC J OHN FENNICK 



D UH! 

TOP 

Wby don't you come up and see us sometime? 



Mootengator 

John's boy 

The Polack 
One of a Kind 

Drop! 

Dud 

Chickens 

The Shadow knows. 



--
Hardship tour 

The Eyes and Ears 
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Charlie and Lucy 

' 

---
The Wild Bunch 

Charlie Brown Chorus Line 

I 
I 

Lord of the Flies 

In-A-Gadda~Da-Vida 



Oh what a pretty gun. The Bandido's Gang 

•. 
Of course we can fire it. We sure put it over on the Army! 

This gun will definitely do a job. We have to quit meeting like this. 



When are you going to learn how to tie a tie. Happy to receive his reward. 

First one that moves is a rotten egg. The Land of Sky Blue Waters. 

I came back. And I'm glad he did. 



... 

VC for Lunch Bunch 

The Frank Fontaine tryouts are today. 

The boys from Chicago. 



CPT JOHN W. YARBOROUGH lSG AMOS Q: GREEN 

SSG FREDERICK E. SHARPS SSG ROBERT L. DAVIDSON lLT BRIAN L. DeMARY 

SSG JOHN R. HELMS SSG RICHARD W. BISHOP SSG CHARLES H. FUTRELL 



SP4 DENNIS R. HODGES SGT RANDALL A. BALL SGT THOMAS A. STROMAN 

SGT PETER M. WANAT SGT DAVID L. TA.1~NER SGT TERRY -G. GIESELMAN 

SGT HARRY E. LEBEDUN SGT MICHAEL T. DOLAN SGT LARRY B. PRESNELL 

SGT NORMAN G. ROBERTS SGT RALPH C. CAMPBELL SGT EDWARD J. KRUPA 



SGT GERALD J. KREMER SGT JAMES C. McDONALD SGT DAVID M. GRAFF 

SGT GEOFFREY H. MICHELS SGT STEVEN M. DAVIS SP4 WILLIAM J. GORE 

SGT JOHN W. TROUTMAN SP4 KENNETH D. HURT 

SP4 STEVEN L. JENSEN SP4 WINFIELD R. HOLBROOK SP4 DAVID C. DARBY 



SP4 JAMES R. CAREY SP4 JACK C. RICE SP4 CORREGFIO CARRASCO 

SP4 RONALD L. BOISSE SP4 LARRY W. HARDIN SP4 DENNISE. BROSH 

SP4 JOHN B. P. TYDINGCO SP4 PHlLIP P. NORERINO SP4 FREDE. ROWE 

A 

/4u,;; 
PFC REYNALDO G. GRAY SP4 TERRY L. HUNSUCKER SP4 BERNARD R. SIVILLS 



SP4 VINCENTE. KEERBS SP4 JOSEPH D. PORTER 

SP4 RALPH W. GAEBEL SP4 JOHN C. WIGHT SP4 JAMES E. MORGAN 

PFC RICKY L. STRECKER SP4 WALTER L. CHANDLER 

SP4 BILLY G. LAYNE PFC JOHN W. O'BRIEN PFC GREGGORY L. BLUNT 



SP4 MICHAEL MILLER PFC GUADALUPE R. RAMOS PFC PHILLIP L. TERREL 

PFC -VINCENT J. HERRERA CPL CLIFFORD T. WINTER 

PFC IRVING D. BERWISE PFC ROBERT J. PIERCE SP4 MICHAEL L. MASLAN 

PFC JAMES E. BEAMON PFC GENE A. GUSTAFSON PFC JOHN W. LAUER 







MY PHOTO ------------



MY PHOTO 
~ - .. ------ -----



MY PHOTO ------------



MY PHOTO 
~ - .. ------ -----



MY PHOTO ------------



MY PHOTO 
~ - .. ------ -----



MY PHOTO ------------



MY PHOTO 
~ - .. ------ -----



MY PHOTO ------------



MY PHOTO 
~ - .. ------ -----



MY PHOTO ------------



MY PHOTO 
~ - .. ------ -----









The members of the Americal Veteran’s Association
very much appreciate that former infantryman, Don
Vandecoevering shared this 1969 4/21st Inf. Bn.

Unit Album with members of the Americal Division
Veteran’s Association. Mr. Vandecoevering served
with 4/21st Infantry. Special thanks to author and
4/21st Infantry veteran, Jack Head for connecting
us with Mr. Vandecoevering.

Les Hines November 9, 2013.
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