
71st AHC - 14th AVN. BN. 
UNIT HISTORY 

The 71st Assault Helicopter Company was activated 15 Octob9r 1962 at Fort Knobbe , 
Canal Zone . The Company was assigned to the 1 93r d Light Infantry Brigade , where 
i t remained until November 1963 , thE unit consisted of a Company Headqua r t ers, 
t wo lift plat oons and one service platoon. 

On 1 November 1963, the 71st Aviat ion Company chanr;ed location from Ft . Kobbe 
to Ft . Clayton, Canal Zone with oper a tional act i vities at Albrook Air Force Base . 

The colors of t ho 71st were moved from Ft . Cl ayton to t he Republic of Vietnam 
on 2 ·s eptembcr 1966. At this time , "A" Company , 501st Aviat ion Battalion' s per­
sonnel and equipment wer e t r ansferred to the 71st . 

On 1 September 1966 , Company A, 501st , Avn Bn. was deactivated from service 
in Viet nam an<1 React i vated as the 71st Aviation Company . 

Althouch the name was chanGed from "A" Co, 501st Avi at ion Battal i on to 71st 
Aviat ion Company , the nick-naraes , Rattlers (Li f t Sh i ps) and Firebirds ( Gunshi ps ) , 
r emaineQ i n use as they had since the 501st came to Vietnam. 

The :tattlers have :flown many ma jor operations wi t h some of the most n oteworthy 
inclu Jin:; OperaLion Ceuar Fa lls , Oper a tion At t a l b oro, and Oper at i on Junct i on Cit y . 
The Rat t l ers he.ve flovrn miss j_ons i n such noteworthy areas as '.'/ar Zone C, the I r on 
Trian3le , and Hobo ·:1oocJ.s . 

In earl y 1967 , the 196th Light Infantry Bri r:ade moved from Tay Ninh t o par t i ­
c i pate in Ta sk Force Oregon at Chu Lai in I Corps . On 18 April 19 67 , the 71st 
A.vin:L ion Com11s.ny departed Bien Hoa for their new home at Chu Lai. The :Rattlers 
cfl.me under ·L11e 1 4th Combc.t Avia tion Bat talion at this t ime and cmi-tinued to give 
u.irect support to the 196th Li _sht Infantry Bri gade . 

furinb t he u.ays followin._; t he Rat·Ll ers a rri val , they found that t he Chu Lai 
a rea v,as a l most c ompletely under the c ont rol of the Viet Cong . ';'/henever they 
flew, sniper f ire was received . 

The 71st Assaul t Helicopter Company has c ont inued to {~ive outstanding sup­
port t o t he Americal ::)i vision antl i t s subord i nate units. At the compl etion of 
the monsoon s ea s on in t he early r,ar t of thi s year , the Rattlers gave helicopter 
support t o t lle 196th Li ..,-_;ht Infantry Brigade and at tached uni ts as they inser ted 
into t he wes~ern edg es of t he e c10es of t he area of oper ations in search of a 
lmown 11orth Viet n::i.mese Ar rry rear ar ea and suspected PO':/ camps . Thanks t o many 
unselfish hour$ of carry i n ~ t r oops and r esuppl y and outstanding gun cover from 
t he Fi r ebirds t he o~,cr at ion was h i .;h.ly su_ccessful. 

From 30 April t o 10 June 1970 , t he RattJ.ers of the 71st d i scovered t hat the 
war in Viet nam is not yet over. Ca l l e ~ the Battle of Tiiep 7)uc, i t was one of 
thos e operat ions t hat just happen as a large force of Horth Vietnames e and 
Viet Cone wer e discovered in their prepar at i ons t o take severa l f i re support 
bo.~P.s i n the Biep Due Valley . r.:any hours of courage ous f l y ing were acco.r:1-
plished as the Ro.t ~lers matle ei:,er .r:;cncy resupply, ext r a ction , and medevac lifts . 
With the gun support of the Fir ebirds 7 the Ratt lers compl eted all their mi ssions 
nit,h a loss of only i;hree shi ps and minor wounds to a f ew a ircrer, per s onnel . 
P.n outstandin~ job consi dering Charlie had many . 51 Cal iber and . JO Ca liber 
anti-aircr aft positions dug int o the a r ea. 

Froi 1 Janua ry 1970 t o the bee inni nG of ~tly 1970 , the Rattl ers ha ve pa r t i ­
cipated i n three l ar ge oper at i ons and sever a l smaller operat ions in t he Americal 
ar ea of operations . The Ratt lers ho.ve amasse tl 18 ,422 f l i ght h ours in a s i x 
month period . 59 , 445 Sort ies have ca rried 85 , ?.0l passenGers, 3 , 626 t ons of 
car~o and 70 medevacs. The Firebirds have destroyed 253 structures i n thi s 
period and received a confirmed 18 4 Viet Cong killed in a ction . I t appears 
t hat the 71st Ratt l er s a r e heading for a recor d breaki ng year . 

Presently the Rat t l er s a re providing comba t assault, resupply and aeria l 
gunship support for troops of the America l Division and t he 6th ARYN Regiment 
oper a t ing in the Tham Due a r ea. 

The 71st Assault Helicopter continues t o provide out standing support f or 
the Americal Di vision and subordinate units and look s forwar d t o continuine; 
this policy in the future . 



D. ~AVI~ J 
Major lN 

Commanding 



WHITNEY L. YOUNG 
Cpt FA 
Executive Officer 
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Maj . DAVIS - C. O. 
Cpt . YOUNG - X. O, 
lSG HARRIS 



HARRY K . HARR IS 
lSG E--8 



SP4 GE.1ALD :::. L:OORE - Company Cl erk 



SP4 WALTER L. MYRICK - Company Cler k 



NATH.AN J. WILON.DEK 
CW2 AV 

Supply Officer 





CHARLES CAJ.'1.PBELL - Supply Cler k 



TERRY P. CONNORS & JAMES D. LAVELLE 
Supply Clerks 



CHESTER GEORGE - Armorer 



----Lain • Clerk 



WOl KENT S. GARRETi 
A:otor Pool Officer 



SP5 RONALD L. BRADLEY - Mechanic 



PFC RONNIE B. KmG - Di spatcher 
SP4 RAY C. HALL - Mechanic 



SP4 Romero, SGT Anderson, SP5 Bradley 
Mechanics 



.... 

SP4 Robert H. Gibson -
Cook 
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SGT WILLIE L. MORRIS - Commo Sgt. 



SFC Carter - Mess Steward 
SFC McDerrnite - Asst . Mess Steward 



SP4 Henley & SP5 Price 
Cooks 



SP4 Verheyen - Mechanic 



SP6 Eu.le Penny - Cook 



CPI' 'iARSH - Opera ions Officer 





SP4 ZAHAHES - Operctions ClArk 





SP5 DOYEA - Operations Clerk 



r.P'l' s TI:NKIEWICZ - 1,iaint Ana.nee Officer 



SFC McKEE - Plt . Sgt . 



SP4 P 



SP4 Elwood & SP Frigeer - J':a.int . Clerks 



SP4 Talley - Electrician 



SP4 Krebe - Avionics 



SP4 Howard & SP4 Cousins 
rt.odn+ 
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