
.... -
"'-" . 

'.' . 
.. , ,'" ~. ... ..-...,. 

,/ 

pz • 

,~: . ~ . . 

! 
I 
i 

I 
I • I 

I 
! , 

I ' 
1 
I 



This manual was wri'"tten by personnel ot the Dog Training 
Branch and prepared tor publishing and printed by the Operations 
Division ot the USAREUR Quartermaster School, !PO 108, US A~. - '-, 

I 

Lenggrles, GerDl8.tl7 

1 March 1953 

Ib! Infantry: Scout Dog Platoon Guide 

The information in this rr.anual i8 published tor the gUidance 
ot all concerned. 
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smTIOX I 

GliNERAL 

1. General. Intantl7 Scout Dog Platoons are a capable and yaluab1e 
adjunct when proper17 trained and used. Thq are tactictal unit. on17, 
and han no means ot prori.ding administration. . Essential intormation 
Oft the tactical use and adJl1nistration ot these platoons is COY8red in 
this guide. For intormation on.detailed care ot dogs and their basic 
training, see 'lH 10-396.. . 

2. Scout Dog. Characteristics ot a scout dog must be underet~ in 
order to get the III&Ximwn adyantage trom his use. The silent scout dog' 
il trained to detect and gi ye d.lent warning ot the presence ot tIltT 
,indiri.dual or group, other than the one with which it is worldng.. The 
dog will prove eepecia.l.l7 usetul in warning ot ambushes or att_pts at 
infiltration. Each scout dog is handled continuousq by one man, who 
has been especia.l.l7 trained in this type ot work; he 'MOrks on leash, 
in darkness, preterable in open countr,r,. in almost &n1' ld.nd ot weather. 
The scout dog uses all his sense ot smell. Use ot a scout dog is justi­
tied when circUJll8tances and conditions are such that the dog can _11 

• turther than a II8Jl can see. The scout dog is aware ot and gives silent 
warning ot a nearby person long betore su~h presence can be dstected. bT 
a human. The distance a.t which warning is giyen depends upOn a number' 
ot tactors, some ot which aref Ability ot the handler to understand 

,_ his dog, ability and condition ot dog, wind direction and velOcity, 
volume ot concentration ot human scent, hura1.dity, density ot ofegetation, 
and volume ot noise or other contusing tactors in the Yicin1ty ot 
actlYity. .-

SECTION U 

CAPABIUTIES AND LIMITATIONS 

3. General. '!bere are J.II&n7 tactors that influence theetteeti n use 
ot scout dogs. These tactors IlUst be considered in relation to a­
contemplated. mission. Knowledge ot these tactors will prevent' the . 
assignment ot dogs.To missions which are beyond their ability 8nd Will 
insure their use where they will be ot considerable assistance. This 
is comparable to the use ot supporting weapons in· a tactical operation. 

4. Detailed Factors Eftecting Efficiency .2!. Scout Dogs •. 

a •. Direction ot wind. A dog is most sensitive to scents upwind 
and least sensitive to scents dOwnwind. The dog is worked cutting the 
wind whenever possible so as to get the most windtrom area being 
scouted. Distances at which dogs can pick up the scent ot humans 
varies ~th conditions, circumstances, and dogs. Quartering winds 
have varying ettects on this distance, depending upon velocity and 
direction. (See Figure 1) . 

b. Terrain. Plat open terrain gives the dog & longer scent range, 
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wber.s hilly·terrain, with its changing 'Winds and thermal current., 
glve .... ar;ying result. which tend to shorten the alerting range. 
JUDgle or heaYJ wood. on fiat terrain re.trict the alerting range. 

c. Strength ot scent. The dog will detect large groups of. 
persons sooner than small groups or individual. and, in general, 
hi. reaction will be greater. Recently used biTOuac areas contain­
ing human scent will .cau.e the dog to become-alert. The scout dog 
will.re.ct to triend u well as toe, and theretore h. will cive 
the ,ame attention to triendly outposts or patrol. a •. to tho •• ot 
the a181lY •. Host dogs do not become alerted 'b7 dead bodies. 

d. Climatic conditions. Scout dogs work best during cool 
veather.· Cool, moi.t· air provide. better conditions than hot, dry 
air. Their etticiency decrea.e. u the severity ot the weather' 
increa.e.. They are practically u.ele •• in extr.e cold, extr.eli 
vet weather, or4eep snow. Hud collect. on the dog'. bellies and 
tootpad., cau.ing the to tire and .top trequently. Gusty or in­
termittent wind. 114Y cause the dog to give contu.ing alert •• 

e. Conditionotdo,.. Fresh dog., like t .... h men, work best. 
Continuoul .ervice tor.extended periods ot time will tire dogs and 
th. dog. will be,le •• etticient tovardsthe end ot.the period. 
They require rest the .ame as ot~er animals and cannot keep going 
continuously. Cross CO\Ultl"1 ability varie. with the dog, and, in 
general, oompare. with ,that ot allan. Hovever, vben a dog tire., 
bi. ettecti.,.eness decreases sharply. 

t. Noise. All dogs are sen.itive to intense noi.es. A 
.aderate amoUDt ot noise, .uch u small arms tire and crenade., 
will Dot distract the dog trom hi. wo.rk •. B~wever, a noi." laugtC 
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or talking patrol will divert his attention.. Shell tire ot IIOrtars 
and artillery, when close in, llakes dogs ,axtreme17 ne"ous~ ··The .. 
etrect ditte" with dogs and the length or tiM thq are subjected 
to shelling. Continuous, dq atter dqexpOsure to battle 110ises' 
should be avoided b7 rotating dogl to rear areal. 

g •. Individual abilitl., Bach scout dog bas certain indiYidual., 
abilitr tolerances, depending on conditioris •. As ex:peri.ence :in·::. l ·, '," 

scouting increases, the better trained . the dog becomes •. C~~t..:.~,.~" :, '. 
dutr prondesthe best· training with just enough, rest· to keep~:~, .. ·, 
in good condition. He requirH continuous training vbtJDnot",,~gaged .: 
in combat duty.. Ability and discipline decrease rapidl.T d.uring long '. 
periods ot idleness or continued patrollina without alerting contacts 
(a .anth or'more), necessitating a period ot retrainingbetore.~utther 
use in' COIll~t. '. • -, .'. '. 

SRCTION III 

&tPIOnmNT 

' .. 
~ )-" .... 

• F • ", ,'" ~ • • ,":'.' • • .' I, \ .. 

S.. General.. The scout dog and his .handler are the basic tactida!' .. ~. 
el"ment ot the platoon. Normall:r one handler. with & dog • is usigned. . 
to a small unit tor a short mission ... The handler ·and dog ·can,. in. ,,,. ','. 
general. be considered as. a )dgh17 sensitive. and alert scouting and ',._~ 
detecting element.· . . . . ... , .... .~ ." .. :. : 

6. Reconnaissance patrols;. The patrol leader· indicates to. the' d~g:'" 
handler the mission .. general direction ot advance, and an:r special. . 
instructions. He then directs- the patrol. to !DOve out. 'nle scout 
dog and handler, with a coYeririg ritleman preterably armed with &:' . 
automatic vaapon,. precede the patrol at· a distance which will permit 
imediate communication with the patrol leader •. The scout dog and 

I' 
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. I bb handler mov. out, k.ep­
ing gen.raJ.lT in the assigned 
dir.otion, utilizing cov.r, 
and proc.ed so as best to talc. 
advantage ot wind and other 
conditions tavorine the dog's 
power ot sc.nting. The patrol 
leader U7, trom time to tim." 
chang. tb. dir.otion ot tb. . 
patrol'., advanc.. In gen.ral, 
however. it is adnsaltl. to allow 
the scout dog and his handler 

I to mv. on the trout usigned 
at will. Upon tbe scout dog's 
warning ot an unusual presenc., 
tb. bandler trom COllC.aled 
position immediateq signal.· . 

. , "81181117 in sightlt.whereupon th.-
patrol lead.r at one. caus •• 
bis patrol to halt and take 
co .... r. H. then proc.eds to 
the handler to obtain avail­
able information.. D.pending 
upon th.type ot, contact, tb. 
dog .., be withdrawn to the 
rea:&" ot tb. patrol.. Aleo 

·f1G.'-A SCOUT DOG ON OUTPOST. d.pending upon tb. nature ot 
tb. 1ntor_ti~ r.ceived,> tb. patrol lead.r taka st.ps to obs.rv. 
the ...,-, to avoid discover;r, or to retir.. H. Dl&1 proceed in ~ new 

.. dir.cztlon or b,ypa~. the enellT,· pr.c.eded as before, b7 the scout dog and 
U. ban41er. . 

.,~cc:inbatpatrol. th. procedure is tbe same as abov., exc.pt that 
.tter the patrol leader bas been intormed ot th. definit. location ot 
the susp.oted. .neD\Y, the soout dog and hi. handl.r iDRediat.l.y withdraw 
to the rear ot the patrol •. Upon .limination ot arrr opposition, the 
patrol aT continu. its millSion, pr.ceded as b.tor. b.T the 8coutdog 
Nl4 handler., 

> 

'8.', Outpost.· In my outpost position the _in ... &l.u. ot th. scout dog 
i. to give time17 warning ottho approach or attempts ot intUtrat!on 
through the outpost Un. ot obs.rVation. The ecout dog and handl.r 
are placed. on tb. tront lin. ot tb. 9utpOst in a toxhole large enougb 
to~'botb dog and man.· Exc.pt during an attack b7 ground troops or 
shel.U.rig qy &rtille17 or mortar, tb. dog .bould be pl..ced on top and 
dir.ot17 intront ot the toxhol.w1th l.ash tied to the handler's arm 
or l.g. Th. doghandl.r's toxhol. should b. in a position within arm's 
re&~h ot foxholes on his .tl&nk containing r.gular armed guard. with 

, autOJi&tic weapon.. On arrr oCQas.ion when the dog alert. h. should b. 
tak.n into the toxhol. and sbould remain there until th.situation has 
b.en takeo care ot br th.: eecurit7 group colllD8ll8.r. ,(S •• Figur'. 3-', 4) 
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9. Static security. gl"OupsJ .. ' :J7'~"'77iiT,"rr' PTJ7]7l7T;r7m7J'1iJ~ . ,'; . combat groupsr ,bolAted posi­
tions.The use ot the saout ' 
dog on allot these missions' 
b substantially' that as 'out­
lined tor outpost dut,..,ID " ' 
.ill cases, locAl' commanders ' 
should realize that thedog's 
handler must be relied' upon "-,' 
to advise ort the use" ot his 
dog on an assigned mission. 

'"t,: 

Hie tamiliarity with the. 
characteristics ot his dog 
come trom a long period ot" 

-:'j" l' . " 

close association. ' 

SECTION IV 

. Administration, , 
'j.1 . 

10. a. The 1.iltantl7 so out 
dog platoon has no organic 
means ot supply or adminis-, ' 
tration and therefore must 
be attached. 

b. Kennel cJ"ates are 

FIG .• - THE SCOUT DOG ON OUTPOST HAS GIVEN 
.WARNING OF THE APPROACH OF THE" ENEMY," 

TO&E equipment and sbould be utiU~edwhei"ever practical it dogs are 
to be kept at maxilllUJl1 etticiency.. ' 

, ' , 
,\ " 

c. No persons, other th&n platoon personnel or veterinari'JJ1s;' . 
should handle doge. They are dAngerous to these Who do not know them. 
They must not 'tH!t made into pets. 

" 

d. Dogs in the theater or operations should be tJ-me&t and "ge­
table stew or meat and vegetable h3.sh contained in the ~ "0" ra.tion 
in the amount ot two (2) cans plus one (l) can ot biscuits per dog per" 
day. This ration maybe supplemented with scraps trom kitchens. It 
is recommended that the dog not be ted betore training or going ona 
msdon. 

e. When the dogs are used on patrols of more than one "(1) dqis 
durations the dog and handler should bivouac with the headquarters. ot 
the using units. Dog handlers should be consulted on their da1lT use 
by unit cOll'lllanders. A dog should not be used on both outposts and 
patrols in one night. It both an outpoet and a patrol are needed, two 
dogs should be requested. Experience has proven that scout dog's most 
valuabls tunction i8 that ot patrolling. . 

t •. Dogs which have not made contacts during two successive 
patrols should be encouraged b.Y patrolling against a staged ambush. 
This may be done on a V8f'7 small scale, but, sufticient to maintain 
the dog's interest in his mission. 
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, ,..Dogs in rear areae tor retresher train1Dg must be kept in . 
trainina and dai17 work ot short duration is recOlllDen<1ed •. Area8 suit­
able tor retresher training ~st be sate an" holated. 

b. The, platoon leader knows his men and dogs.' lUS8ions should 
'be coOrdinated w1.th b1JB sufticiently in advance, 80 that: he may ~e 
rec~atlonB u to the use and number ot dogs required tor each 
1I1,,1on and be in a position to eetiDrAte and .intorm the coDJD&nder &8 

~othe probable results ot their use; suitable teams aaT be picked out 
and transported to the area; scout handler DII\1recelve instructions 

. trOll patrol leader and g1~e his recolIIII.8Ddationa tor use ot dogs; and. 
scout handler m81 check.dog and equipment. 

. . 
1.. Whenever . possible tho aUB scout handler and dog teu ahould 

be assigned to the aue patrol tor ditteNDt missions. Paf'torance 
'iDcreue8 &8 the dog becomes acqua.1nted .. ith the peraonnel with whom 
it "orks. . 

, . ," j •. ' Scout dogs- who lose their handler through rotation, transter, 
or deatb .. need not become inoperati v. &s most scout dogs will willingly 

. work tor & trained scout dog ~dler atter a short period ot retresher 
tr~tns together • 
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