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REMARKS OF PLATOON COMMANDERs (CORT'D)

SP/4 Williams hes a temporary Te3 profile en his ssr which will probdsbly
boceme permanent. JHis transfer has deen requested and vwe are awsiting orders.
Hig dog Brutus 465!2. has baoome an oxtra dog as of 1 March,

5P/4 Kingcsde iz st the 29th Evecuation Hespltal, Can Tho, for lst degree
burng suffered vhen a oigarette met his cot on fire,

/ s
PFC Falr ond Pyt Warhurst with Csorge T4IM snd Savage 665M arrived 24 Fed
1569 and sre in training.

Princess 45%9 hea hed FUD and is nov attempting to regain lost veight.
Bleckis' X316 is a suspected Z chrenio nonebleedexr and didn't come off profile
until 1 Har 69, DIuke 92X5(bit & mm spot on his tail so neverely that Captain
Fetsch had to ahorten/hia teil, He will be nonwoperation for at lesst one
more week. Clem O3Mly Dusty X307y end Hugo X638-are extrs dogs;at least two
are schaduled to £o to USARY by 10 Mar 1969. The four hendlers ligted without
dogs sre shorititimer NCO's = 535G Benbow, Sgt Criswell, Sgt Piber, (an extension)
and Sgt Brush, ™3 profile from wounds,

Durning February the ususl delly commgitment was 1 dog with the 9th MPtg,
1 with 2/39th Inf, 1 with 6/3let Inf, 1 with 4/39 Inf, and % with 3/39 Inf.
The pletoon hed 164 missions {n 186 field dsys. 17 mizcions ware medeaps with
the 9th MPta, the other 147 were with the battalions of the First Brigede.

There w:re prebleuws in cosrdinating with the 6/31st Inf. to got dogs out
on their resup;ly so that we sre not supperting them st this time. The 2/39th
Inf, only utilizes the teams for sn aversge of twe miscions in five deys, which
indicetes they don't really know how to uge them. On occoeion we have had
problems with the 3/39th in that they take s dog tesm along only to provide an
extra vweupon for an undermamed pstrole Alse et lesst one platoon has ordered
& handler 4o stend radio watch, It im our policy that the handlers only stand
watoh 1f he volunteers to do so = thet is not pext of hig nission,

On scout dog alerts: all tinee booby traps were found by dogs with the
3/39th Inf. - two by Sgt. ‘nderson and Rex end one by SP/4 Marshell end Cinder.
$P/4 Bobinson snd Yank requested s trail hresker one day with the 3/39th 4 Co,
Blue, and the platoon leader and two othears went zhead of hin, It was more pesple
then he wanted and his dog couldn't work. All three werse weunded by a booby trap.
14 personnel slerts were not checked out, ususlly because the unit gupported
lacked the strength to enter woodlines with gufficient gecurity. Gensrally
puch areas wsre svoided or kept under surveillance.

sP/4 Buckinghmm's dog Lobo probably either didn't slert or the alert wamm't
eaglly readable bacsuse of the dog's excitment in oressi,‘,Athe cznale
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At this time the platoon still has o training ares jJust outside the
burm, Hewever the defoliation of that sres by the engineers and the hezerd
of running training in @ heavily suspect stea may goon force us to txy to
find another aree. 7There ic none left indide the Lirm and vhavever we go
will be relatively hazardous,

This platoon has no excess ncouting harnssses snd will pnobably not be
able to get arye.






