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1. (U) Atzached as Inclosure 1 are the latest "Ilessons Learned"
. from counterinsurgency operations in the Remublic of Vietnzm,

\ ' 2. (U) The information contained in "lessons learned" is primarily

Llntended for use by US Advisors in Vietnzm. Tessons may be of vaiue for
;dlrect apolication, or they may simply reinforce existing tactics, tech-
niques, or doctrine,

3. (CIHA) This document is classified CONFIDENTIAL to permit free-
dom of expressicn and careful analysis of operational methods and tactics
of the Republic of Vietnam Ammed Forces, to protect US advisor-counter-
part relations znd to deny any possible use by insurgent forces. Special

'handllng is required under the applicable provisions of DA-DCHMI(A) when
Teleased to friendly nations. Release to personnel of the Republic of

. Vietnam will be governed by the provisions of ACV Memo 6, 13 Oct 62 and

HAAG lemo 380-4, 6 Nov 62. Senitized versions of this informstion omit- j}
ting dates, names of locations and participating personuel and units may

bé prepered for instructional purposes and/or official US Army publica-

. tions,

.', 4. (U) Comments, questions and requests for changes in distribution
should be adiressed to this heedquarters, ATTH: O&T Division, USASEC,
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1. (U) Introduction:

2. The trinary murpose of this Lessons Learned is to nortray the

proper utilizaticn of military dozs in the counterinsurzency envircnaent

! in Vietnam, Since many successes and Ifailures encountiered can be traced
back to the treining, care, health ané housexeeping of the dogs when not
on actual operations, considerable discvssion will be devoted to details
of these aspects of the general subject. Because this topic is cne with
which relatively few are intimately familiar, portions of this maper will
be more instructional than the norm. IHowever, it must not be regarded as
an all inclusive reference.

i b, Accepted basic principles of handling eand vtilization of mil-
itary dogs remein valid, Variations and special techniques practiced in
the Republlc of Vietnzm (RVN) are based on local conditions such as terrain,
weather and unit locations. Additionzlly, sone operational techniques
apply only in one portion of RVN beczuse of differences in environmental
®rameters between geographical areas.

2. (FOUO) Present Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces (RVIAF) Mllltary
‘ Doz Organization (See Inclosure 1).

o a. Sentry Dogzs. Seven sentry dog platoons are operational. They
f, are assigned by pletoons or by portions thereof to the mission of security
{ of Army of Vietnam (aRVN) logistical installations, Vietnamese iir Force
(Vﬂhr) bases and various control hesdquarters in the capital city. ~Platoon
hegdquarters are TOE organizations, The unit or installation reguiring
dozs furnishes the handler,

b. Scout Dozs, Five scout dog platoons zre organized. One each
i8 assisned to tihe four 4iVI corps and to the Capital Filitary District.
These platoons arc sepercte 'T0D orgenizations (See Inclosure 2).

¢, :dlitary Doz Training Center. & Vietncmese menned and oper-
ated, US ocdvised treining center loczied at Thanh Tuy Ha, trains handler-
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dog teams, and retrasins teams and platoons as required.

d. Veterinary Service. Two veterinery clinics are operzting,
one each 2t the training center and one at Danzng. it lezst one enlisted
man in each plztoon heasdguarters hes bzen trained 2s e vaterinary specialist.

3. (U) References. See¢ Inclosure 3.

4. (U} Cherccteristics of i4ilitery Dogs. Scout and sentry dogs

have only one hzndler for each dog, and vice versz. The dog handler team -
is treined together, ezssigned and given missions as an inseparable poir.

a, 3cout doys are treined to reconnoiter poths, trails, routes
or areas for tue presencz of huzmens, They rely on their keen sense of
smell to detect airborne scents which come from 2n upwind directicn. When
8 dog is working (in harmess), he will "zlert" when he zorceives a human
scent, usuvally assuning e sitting position with body still, ears erect and
nose aimed in the upwind direction. From the 'alert", thc handler indicates
the direction of the unknown person, by arm signal, to the leader of the
tactical unit, The alerting distsnce varies grestly according to conditions
of wind, wezther, terrain and vegetation. In open ar.as and with good
wind conditicns, dogs can alert up to 300 meiers from their quarry. This
can be reduczd by intermittent light winds, bushes and underbrush, or rain,
to 50 meters or less. Along trails in dense junglec areass, the initial
alert often will indicate a quarry down-trail, since due to the light, in-
termittent or zero wind corditions, scents tend to drift along trails.
Under favorzble conditions, scout dogs can dlert on a noise. This is pert-
icularly true at night. Scout dogs should never bark or whine when working
in harness, %They are not trained to be vicious or to attacic their quarry.
They may be moderately fricndly with persons other than -their handlers.
In Vietnzm they are not treined to track a spoor, z2ltuough they can "smell
out" a person or cache in a2 covered hole in thas ground, or e person hiding
underwater while breathing through a reed. They can assist sentries when
units are at a2 halt or in position in the field.

b. Sentry dogs are deliberatzly trained to be vicious, to bvark
at any person approachinz them, and to attack if »ermitted. The onty
person they 7ill not regard a2s an enemy is their own handler, Even that
relaticnship often is a somewhat gucrded one. Sentry dogs alert on both
scent and sound.

5. (CI¥A) Training. Regsrdless of the excellence or reccntness of
formal school trziming, scout dogs must undergo almost daily formal obed-
ience end realistic reconnzissance trzining. Occasionally, a dog will be-
come 80 finely trained that he should be given a rest; however, in this
country such & situstion definitely is the exception. Continued lack of
training diminishes ithe dog's techniczl ability, even results in his be-
coming a hindrence or lizbility. Training areas rmust be sufficiently large
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and varied to preclude over-familiarity and resulting in staleness on
the dog'!s part. Sentry dogs, on the other hand, as a maxinuz reguire
only weekly or bi-weekly training. Training includes srorking with
attack-suited persomnel plus agitation (deliberately provokirg the dog,
encouraging vicioousness).

6. (U) Pnysical condition. All scout dogs need daily stremious
vhysical conditioning. UFot usually combined vith other treining, this
training often is accomplished by trail marches. The dogs are collared
{(not harnessed) on the choke chain after the other more mentally demanding
training has been acconplished for the day. As with humans, ths dogs
rust be given rest bresks, freguently so when heat is excessive. Ob-
stacle courses also promote physical strength, as well as skill,

7. (U) Focd. Dogs are fed once 2 day. 'The meal includes rice,
beef znd vegetables, in proportions prescribed by RVILF. The platoon
is issued tte rafion in funds (piastires). ‘he food, except for commercial
U5 dog neal, is rurchased locally znd cooked in the platcon arsza. The
approved deily ration per dog is 490 gn meat (beef, buffalo, etc), 315
gmn rice, 175 zm vegetables, 490 gm commercial US dog meal, and 15 gm salt
for a total of 1485 grams (1.485 kilograms or 3.3 lbs). Aocunts or
proportions actizlly in a-preyared meel will very slightly from time to
time, depending on locsl nzrket prices and availability, accessibility
of the market, and operational environment. Howvever, it musi te noted
that too much rice and too little mest does noi provide adecuate strength
to an operational dog. Clean water must be furnished several times a
day. In emergencies during operations, dogs cen subsist on meat or fish
rnixed with rice. This is an inadequate ration and must be used only '
infrequently, '

8, {U) Bousing. Dog shipping crates are perfectly adeguate for
uge as temporary kennels when dogs are itaken to an srea in premsration
for employuient in an operation. At their permanent bazse, individual
covered, wooden welled, hut type kennels elevated adbove the ground are
adeguate., Primary criteria are a dry sheltfer and a chain long enough to
permit the dog to move in a2nd out of the shelter vita case,

9. (U) Transportation. If it is not essentisl, desirable or
feasible thzt the dog be walking, he should be trensported by truck on
short trivs and by aircreft for long trins.

10, (C'HA) Lessons Learned. The following hints, suggzestions and
rules are tcken from existing doctrine and derived from experience in-
country., All of tho tactical "do's and don't's" stated can be thoroughly
supported by successful aznd unsuccessful combat operations invelving the
usc of dogs. Reccrds on file cite numerous cascs where dogs have been
solely responsible for discovery and capture of Viet Cong pcrsonnel, and
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for revesling zmbushes. Their work in route and erea reconnzissance has
buen excellent.

2, 3cout dog platoon leaders reguire a worning order to prepare
for an operaticn, 2nd a briefing on the -wjor facets of the plan, Feil-
ure to receive this will preclude proper selection and preparation of
teams 28 wall zs inadequate mrovision for their logisticzl support.

b. Scout dogs should be uszd only when benefits can or may
accrue from their use., Fror exsmple, if the unit is to meke a long foot
march throush szfe areas prior to reaching the area of operation, the
dog should not be worked "in harness" at the head of the colunn during
the entire march. He will be fatigued when he is most nceded.

¢. Scout dogs ere of no value in mounted armor opcrations.

d. Benefit from scout dogs is greatest in ojeraticns invelving
small: units; e.z., patrols and ambushes. Vhen they a2re used on an
operztion in close proximity to large bodies of troops, the attendant
distractions ray well confuse the dogz.

e. hon troops ere negotiating traoils in jungle or other heavy
vegetation, the dog team should be on the trail rather than in an outrider
position.

f. On extended oper~tions or in areas whare terrain imposes
considerable physical exertion, dog teams should he uscd in pairs and
alternated in the working position.

g. Vhen opcrating in flooded rice paddies or similer terrain,
dogs should be on the twenty-five foot leash rather than on the shorter
five-foot leash. Dogs normally can negotiate the muck end mire without
excessive difficulty. Hazndlers, on the other hand, tend to become mired.
Thus, whenevar possible, the handler should ettemit to retzin fimm footing
while working the dog on the long leash. The dog should not be requirzd
to extricate the hendler. A dog in good physicael condition should be
capable of six hours of worlt in paddies.

h. The dog's position, in relation to th: patrol or body of
troops must Le such that the wind can be used to the test advantoge.
YYhon eadvencing with the wind, a dog in the lead is practically useless.
In such cases he should be at the rear where soma benefit can be real-
ized., In a cross wind, the doz may be placed either to the upwind flank
or at the hecad of the column. Handlers, and advisors with the unit, should
emphasize these points to the tzctical com:ander. 4 change in the dir-
ection of advence may well be tactically zcceptztle if it results in
better vtilization c¢f the dog.
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i. ¥When the dog is working at the head of a column, at a flank,
or oguartering a field (criss-crossing bec!: and forth to obtain area cov-
erage) while the unit is halted, visual contact with the dog and handler
should be maintained by the unit at all times. Also, bodyguard(s) should
accompany the dog and handler under all circumstances when units are
operating tactically in close proximity to the eneny.

Je To realize the maximum benefits froam scouv dogs, the unit
rate of advance nust be geared to that of the dog.

ke The effectiveness of a dog is dininished, or nil, in areas
where numerous distractions or excessive noise are present. For example,
in villages or populated areas in the jungle, the dog should be taken out
of harness and placed on 2 choke chain. (WYhen out of harness the dog is
not “worldng",)

m, Dogs si:ould neither be expec-ed nor encouraged to track spoor
(trail) on the grouad.

n. Zither scout or sentry dogs can be used to "sniff out" enemy
or items of equipment hidden just below the surface of the ground or beneath
structures vhen ine deceptive cover is thin.

o. The scout dog's first alert must e observed and acied upon.
Repeated failure to do so will cause the dog tc conclude that he need not
"alert",

. P. The scout dog should not be reguired to close with the
enemy, once located. To do so unnecessarily endangers both the dog and
handler. Neither has combat power that can contribute to the assault.

g, Once the dog hasg alerted and the handler hzs signalled, the
tactical unit should investigate and clear the area indicated, usually
by circling end approaching from thc flank(s).

Sy

r. Scout dogs may be used on an outpost locatad upsind from the
i unit or position. A4t night, signals can be passed back by using a string
between the handler and the unit position.

s

s. At least one soldier must be assigned the job of protecting
the dog hendler during owerztions. 75he handler cennot te expecicd to
defend himsclf while contirolling end operatinz the dog. Generally he can-
not make good use of cxisting cover and concezlment.

t. If no cenemy are located by scout dogs during an operation,

comanders and units should not resard their performance £s a failure
(unlcss in fact it was). Rather, it should be recogmzed thet the dogs

1 5 I | .
CoNFHDENTIHL
MODIFIED HallDLING AUrHORIZ:D



EY P

S Frp il AN T M.

(ODIFIED HANDLIHG AUTEORIZ.LOD

IAGAR-0T (S74)
SUBJICY: Iessons Learned Humber 33: Utilization of Military Dogs (U)

did accomplish their mission in that they patrolled and searched areas
and determined the absence of cenemy. Naturally, this conclusion presupposes
their proper utilization.

u. Soldiers nmust not assume that they are perfectly safe merely
vecause a dog is with them. This attitude con only lead to disaster in
due time. The military dog is a resource which supplements other actions
or procedures. It does not replace then.

v. For extended operations, it may be desirable to use beorers
or bodyguards to &ssist in carrying dog rations.

w. In garrison, dazily inspections should te nacde of food pre-
peration methods, kennels, and dogs.

X, Treining 2reas rust bYe largs and conicin varied terrain.

- ¥. Daily trzining in obedience, scouting znd rhysical condi-
tioning should frequently be checked by higher headguarters stzff officers,
vithout advance notice. The numher of cogs vrescnt and recsons for absences,
duration of training, quictness of dogs, oboedience to hendler's orcl
comiands end hand signals, performance in scoutin: oroblems, end control
by supervisory rversonrel are the major points to be chucked.

z, Scout dogs that have not been on operations for an extended
period should be takesn to smell arms and automatic weapons ranges while
firing is being conducted (perhaps once a month) in order to maintain
femiliarity with the noises of battle. Dogs should net, however, be
exposed in close proximity to the firing of large caliber wezpons such
as recoilless rifles.

aa, Demnonstrations arc a useful tool for acquainting commanders,
gtaffs and units with the capebilities and limitations of military dogs.

bb, The only punishment appropriate for g milrtary dog is a sharp
jerk on the leash., Kicking, beating or otheriise abusing a dog are most
harnful in many respects. Commanders should be encourzged to take dis-
diplinary action ageinst anyone who abuses the dogs.

cc. A military dog must never be regarded 2s ¢ pet even by his -
handler. The hondler-dog relationship is one of moster znd worker and
one of only limited freindship., However, it is perfectly proper for the
handler to stroke his doz 2nd otherwise indicate preise after successful
acconslishment of 2 task.

dd. Veterinory technicians and hondlers should inspect all dogs
and kennels deily for general heclth, wounds, skin discases and skin

L
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conditions, and evidence of parasites. Daily grooming and kennel police,
a must in themselves, provide excellent opuortunities for such checks,

ee, In an envirorment such as RVI wherein the degree of sophis-
tication of the militery forces falls appreciably short of western armies
or where standards or philosophies differ matvkedly from those of western
civilizztion, centrelized control of rmilitary doss must be retained.
While splitting a military dog platoon into small packets may produce
the advantage of incressed availability throughout an area, proper training,
feceding and care can be insured only by keeping platcons intact (except
for operations) and through centralized control. When distance between
a dog platoon and a unit to be supported is great, transportstion methods
and response techniques must be perfected which will enhaznce operational
use of military dogs.

ff. Scout dozs can become accustomed easily to travel in helicopters
and fixed wing aircraft. ibhny dogs require an initizl pericd of familiar-
ization before they are at ease in this straenge environment., The familiar-
ization should be accomplished as trzining and not as a prelude to or a
part of an operation.

gg. Successful operational employment of scout dogs should be re~
ported and dissemine ted promptly and widely. By so doing comnanders and
troops will gain confidence in the effectiveness of military dogs.
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AVHAF L ILITARY DOG PROCRAM CRGAHIZATION

: Authorized
3 Unit Assignment Location Dog Strength
4 1st Scout Dog FPlatoon I Corps Ba Nang 21
2d Scout voz Platoon 11 Corps Pleiku 21
! 3d 3cout Jog Platoon 11T Corps Bien roa 21
i
! Lth Scout Dog Platoon IV Corps Can Tho % 21
Sth Scout Doz Fleioon D Saigon (Go Vap)21
# Plannec location; presently at Iy Tho
P 1st Seniry Dog Flatoon 5i1th :zimo Depot Co ) 9 )
i 311th FCL Depot Co ) Daliang g8 ) 21
* List Air Base ) L)
2d Sentry log Platoon 523¢ Ammo Depot Co ) 10 )
FCL Sub-Depot Co ) Pleiku 7 ) 21
62d air Base ) L)
: , 3d Sentry Dog Platoon 531st Amao Depot Co ) 9 )
P .- 30th FOL kain Depot ) Co Vep 6 ) 21
: 332¢ MOL Depot Co ) 6 )
: Lth Sentr - Dog Plztoon 50th Am.o iiain Depot) 12 )
; ARVA il Dog Tng Ctr) o henh Twr Ha gy 21
5th Seatry Dog Flatoon Fresidentizl Bde ) 10 )
2Vl Navy Hes )} Saigon 7 ) 21
\ H&S Co, ARVE ) L)
4, 6th Sentr- Dog Platoon 23d iir Bese Bien Hoa 21
}
f 7th Sentry Dor Flatooa 30th iir Eese Tan Son Fhut 21
Inclosure 1



TOE QK-103
(Extract)
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SCOUT DOG
PTATOOH

o'n 1
Note 1
PIATOON EQS SCOUT DO&

OFF: 1 HNCO: 1 BEx: 2

Personnel Asgmt:

1 -~ plat ldr

1l -~ plat sgt

1 - sup clk/dvr

1l - veterinary sp

Transp & Vpns: ote 2

1 - 3T Trk, 4x4, w/trlr
4 - pistol, cal .45

NOTES:

5
||
[}
Note 3

CFF: O KCO: 1 EM: 6
Militery Dogs: 7

Personnel Asgmi:
1 - sgd ldradog handler
1 - asst sqd ldr/dog

handler
1l - sr dog handler
4 - dog handlers

Wmns: lote 3
T - pistol, cal .45

(1) Similar to QK-102, ililitary Dog Platoon Hqs, used for Sentry Dog
Flatoons. Information showm on this chart is identical for QK-102.

(2) Has been amended in some locations to include one 3/4-T Trk, 4x4
either JLO or in addition to the 1/4-T Trk,

(3) Per squad.

Inclosure 2
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1. Di Fa 20-20, Military Dog Treining o2nd Empleoyment, Apr 60.
This marual hes been trenslcted and published by the AVIWF as BT 27-2.

2. Chapter 19, Di FM 21-75, Combat Yreining of the Individna
Soldier erd Fetrolling, Jon 62, This manucl has been tronsle ted ond

published by BVELP z-s BT 23-5.

3. Chanter V, JAAG Vietnam mamual, Taciics and Technigues of
Counterinsurgent Operctions, 1 Jul 63.

4., Dircctive, RVIAF JGS J3, No. 135/TTH/P3/1, subject: Pro-
visional Dirzcive on the Use of Scout Dogs, 22 Jzn 62.

5. Directive, RViiF JGS, subject: Termporary Directive on the
Admin of ifilitery Dogs, undated (19627).
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