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1. (U) At;:.ached as Inclosure 1 are the latest "lessons learned" 
, from counterinsurgency opere tions in t'le Re"JUblic of ViGtnan. 

\ J 2. (U) The information cont3ined in "Lessons !earned" is pri"",rily 
·,.intended for USG by Us. Advisors in Vletnalll. Lessons may be of value for 
'direct application, or they may sin?l] reinforce existing tactics, tech-
niques, or doctrine. 

3. (Cl:HA) This doc'.L>:!ent is classified. C01?IDEHTI.hL to permit free­
dom of expression and careful analysis of operational methods and tactics 
of the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces, to protect US advisor-counter­
p!rt relations cnd to deny any possible use by insurgent forces. Special 

'handling is required under the applicable prOvisions of llA.-DC1.II(A) when 
released to friendly nations. Release to personnel of the Republic of 

, Vietnam t1ill be governed by the prOvisl0ns of lfACV Hemo 6, 13 Cct 62 and 
IMG J·'emo 380-4, 6 Nov 62. Sani tized versions of this information omi t­
tins: da tes. names of loca tions and plrticij'.a tine personnel and units may 
be prej'.arcd for instructionn1 purposes and/or offici!ll US Anrry publica­
.tions. 
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TO: See Distribution 

1. (1]) Introd~ction: 

e. 'J:!1e ~titlary !!urpose of tbis lessons lear;l9G. is to ~rtray the 
proper utilization of wili'tary do ... :s in '~he cO',.u:terinsurci6ncy envir(;;n;Jen~ 
in Vietnac. Since r:-.any Sllccesses and failures e:lco'j,t:-cered ccn be traced 
back to t'1e treinir.g, oare, heal th am! housekeepj,ns of: the doss when not 
on ac tual opel'a ",ions, considerable discc'ssion "ill b'a devoted to deta ils 
of these aspects of the general subject. 13ecsl'.se thi3 topic is cne wi th 
which rela tively few are intima tely faDili,sr, por'~ions cf this :caper ;;ill 
be "lore inst:ructior1!l than the !'lorm. Hor-rever, it nust not be regarded as 
an all inclusive reference. 

b, AccepteCl, basic princi pIes of handling a nO. u tiliza tion of :;-.1.1-
itary do-ss, rez2in valid, Variatidns and speciEl techniques practiced in 
'ehe Republic of Vietn2n (RVN) are based on local oondi tiona su.cb as terrain, 
wea ther Dnd uni t loea tions. Adcl.i tionaUy, S08e ojOera tional teChniques 
apply only in one portion of RVN because of differences in enviro~ental 
p!>rallleters between geographical Dreas. 

2. (FOUO) 
Dog Organization 

Prese~t Republic of Vietnam Amed ;forces (aVUAF) !fili tary 
(See Inclosure 1). 

a. Sentry Dogs. Seven sentry dog platoons are operational. They 
are assigned b,r pIe toons or by portions thereof to the mssion of securi ty 
of Army of V"etnam ~~rlVN) logistical installations, Vietnamese Air Force 
(VNkF) bases and various control headauarters in the capi tal ci ty. PIa toon 
hoodquarters are '!OJ<) organiza tions. The uni t or il13tallation requiring 
do,ss furnishes the tk~ndl(Jr. 

b. Scout DOJs. Five scout doC; ?latoons are organiz<:ld. One each 
is ossi,';Ytod to 'cne four .,:WlT corps and to the Capital EilitDry District. 
IJ.'hese ;;latoons erG sep3~ tv r.I'O.ti arg<J.niza tions (Sae Inclosure 2). 

c. :,liIi tary Do.; Troil"..in,;; Centor. f. Vietn<:l'lese oanned und oper­
ated, US advised mining c"nter locc<ed at Thanh Tuy F.a, trnins hc.ndler-
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dog tea[;ls, and retrains t';S:lS and pIa toons as re'l.uired. 

d. Veterinary Service. Two veterinary clinics are operiO ting, 
one each ot the: trairu-115 center and one at Dal12ng. At lezst one enlisted 
fran in each platoon he&dq'..l~rtc!s has h::cn truined 25 a v2terincry s!Jccialist. 

3. (IT) References. Sae Inclosure 3. 

4. (U) Cheracteristics of ;:iIi tary Dogs. Scout and sentry dogs 
have only one P2ndler for each dog, and vice vers~. 'I'he dog handler- team 
is trained tOb"e'ther, assigned and given ~ssions as an inseparable lX'ir. 

a. Scout do~'s are treined to reconnoiter lX'ths, trails, routes 
or areas for t::e prcser.c2 of hu-:--w~. ~hey rely on their keen sense of 
smell to detect airoorne scents "hich cor.e fro," an ujJl7ind direction. >Then 
o dog is >lorking (in har.less), he "ill ""lert" "he:1 he ::3rceives a hwn.:m 
scent, usually ass"~;ng a si ttinc posi tiori wi th body still, ears erect and 
nose ained in the up;1ind direction. From the "alert", th~ handler indicates 
the direction of the u!L1{no."n person, by ann sigrol, to the le2der of the 
tactical uni t. The alerting distc,nce varies greatly eccording to condi tions 
of wind,' weBther, terrnin arid vegetation •. In open ar.-_'ns and with good . 
wind condi ticns, dogs C8n alert up to 300 !neters fro," their qtillrry. This 
can be r,'duc~d by interni ttent light winds, bushes and underbrush, or rain, 
to 50 meters' or less. Along trails in dense jungle areas, the initial 
alert often "ill indicete a quarry down':tr"U, since due to the light, in­
te:roi ttent or zero wind condi tions, scents tend to drift along trails. 
Under favo:roble condi tions, scout dogs c<:!n alert on a noise. This is part­
icularly true at night. Scout dogs should never bnrk or whine when uorldng 
in herness. They are not trained to be viciollsor to a ttack their quarry. 
They may be modera tely friendly wi th persons other than ,tooir handlers. 

, 
'!il 

i. 

In Viewn they ore not trained to track a spoor, 1'1 tl,ough they can "smell 
out" a person or cache in 2 covi.ired hole in thG ground, or 0 person hiding 
underwater while breathing through a reed. They c~n assist sentries when 
units are 2t a halt or in position in the field. 

f b. Sentry dogs are delibern t"ly trained to be V1.C~OuS, to bark 
I at any per-son approachilB' them, nnd to attack if )eIUJitted. The only 

person they ':lill not reE;3rd as an enemy is their mm handler. Even tha t 
relaticnship often is a someuhat guerded one. Sentry dogs alert on both 
scent end sO:lnd. 

5. (CIEA) 'I-roining. Ret;ardless of the excellence or recentness of 
fo=l school training, scout dogs CluSt undergo alr:!Ost d:lily,.fo=l obed­
ience ~nd rcalisti_c reconnaissance traininc. Occasionally, a dOG will be­
come so finely trained th<:!t he should be given a rest; howevGr, in this 
country such <:! si tu.ction definitely is the exception. Continued leck of 
trnining diminishes th,; dog's technical ability, even results in his be­
coming a hindrance or liability. TnIining areas must be sufficiently large 
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and varied to preclude over-familiari ty and res,ll ting in staleness on 
the dogls rart, Sentry dogs, on the other hand, as a maxioUE require 
only weekly or bi-weekly training. Training includes \1or:cin; ui th 
attack-sui ted persor .. "lel plus agitation (deliberately provo:<ine the dog, 
encouraging vicioousness). 

6. (u) Physica 1 co:ndi tion. All scout dogs need daily strenuous 
ilhysical conditioning. Not usually co",bined with othe:;: trai!""cC!"'.g, this 
training often is accomplished by trail E2El::ches. The dogs are collared 
(not harnessed) on the choke chain after the other more sentally de!Janding 
training has been acconplished for the day. As ~li. th hlL"Ans, the dobs 
m'.l.s t be given rest breaks, frequently so when hea t is excessive. Ob-
stacle courses also promote physical strength, as \'Tell 6S shll. 

7. (U) Focd. Dogs are fEn once e day. 'l:he meal inclt:c.es rice, 
beef and vegetables, in :;:>rOI'ortions prescribed by RV1~1. 'i'he pIa teon 
is issued t~_e ration in rur:es (piastres). !';:'he food, e;·:~ept :"t:y'!" cc;:.;;::e:!:'Cial 
US dog neal, is ::;:urchased locally 2nd coo!<ed in the :::;la to on area. 'I-he 
approved deily ra tion per dog is 490 g::l ;:lea t ("!:leef, buffalo, etc), 315 
gIll rice, 175 gra vegetables, 490 g:n cor,J.';1erc:'al US do;'S meal, and 15 i3li1 salt 
for a total of 1485 eTsms (1.4B5 kilograllis or 3.3 los). A20unts or 
proportions act'J.ally in a-pre,-:aree. meal will vary slibhtly fro!'; tir.:e to 
time, depending on local r18rket prices and availability, accessibility 
of the IJar!~et, and o:>era "donal en'viro!L'"1ent. Hor,rever, i t ~ust te noted 
t~~t too much rice and too little meet does not ;rovide ade~uate strength 
to an opera tiona! dog. Clean 178 ter nust ;,e furnished seyeral times a 
day. In emerge'1cies dllr:i.n" 0ilera tions, dogs c<:n subsist on mea t Or fish 
nixed wi th rice. This is an inadequa te ra tion and must be used only 
infrequently. 

8. (U) Rousing. Dog shipping cra tes are perfectly adequa te for 
use as tem;:>oxary ken.,els when dob'S are taken to an ar"" in pr8;?3I'a tion 
for employnent in an operation. At their permanent ;:ese, individual 
covGred, ",ooden ';7811cd, hut type kennels elevated a'~ove the ground are 
adequate. PriTIary cri teria ere a dry shel ter end a chain 10"6 enouc-h to 
penni t the dOb to nove in and out of the shelter \;1. th case. 

9. (u) Transporta tion. If it is not essential, desira"::Jle or 
feasiblG that the nag be walking, he should be trensportei jy truck on 
short trips' and by aircrcft for long trips. 

10. (C':}!.!>.) LEssons Learned. The follOft'ing hints, suggestions and 
rules arc uken from existing doctrine and derived from ex:;:x;dence in­
country. All of tho tactical "do's and don't's" stated can be thoroughly 
su;?ported by successful imd unsuccessful comba t o~rn tions involving the 
'lsc: of dogs. Records on file ci te nunerous casos ?:here dogs have been 
solely responsible for f.iscovery and captl:re of Viot Cong personnel, and 
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for reveeling ambushes. 'i'heir ,lor!, in route Dnd area reconl'zissance has 
buen elCcellent. 

a. Seou t dog pIa toon leaders require a "zrning order to prep!re 
for an opaZ'Sticn, znd a briefing on the cO!ljor facots of tho plan. F2il­
ure to r8ceive tHs l1i11 preclude proper selee tion 2nd preplra tion of 
teal'i1s ;JS 'l7a11 as ill!Jdequate provision for thair logistic!'l support. 

b. Scout dogs should be used only \'Than benefits can or may 
accrue from their usc. i'or exaraple, if the unit is to meke a long foot 
march tt-.rou,;h s2fe Drees prior to reaching the area of operation, the 
dog should not be horked "in harness" a t the head of the coluL'-'1 during 
the entire $arch. Ee rrill be fatigued when he is ~ost needed. 

c. Scout dogs ere of no wlue in mountod arnor ope:rations. 

d. Benefit froG! scout dogs is greatest in or,crutiGns involving 
small: uni tSI e'6" p!trols and 2T.1bushcs. Hten they "re used on Ell1 

open', tiO:1 in close proxim ty to lDrge bodies of troops, the a tt<Jndent 
distractions !:'.ny \"loll confuse the dog. 

e, -Jhen troops are nagotia tin;; trails in junglv or other heavy 
vc;getotic.n, th" dog te3Cl should. be on the trail n! th€r than in nn outrider 
posi tion. 

f. On extElnded op€):;:-.o tions or in areas >There terrain imposes 
conside;:-a hIe ph~'Sical elCertion, dog teams should be uS0d in plirs and 
nl ternated in tho \"lorking posi tion. 

g. IIhen oPOn! ting in flooded rice :;:adclies or sioilar terrain, 
dogs should be on the twenty-five foot leash rcther than on the shorter 
five-foot lensh. Dogs no:mal1y can negotiate tha :,:uck end rore ,>i thout 
excossivo difficulty. Handlers, on the other hand, tend to become mired. 
Thus, whanev,,:;:- poSSible, th" handler should attolilyt to retoin finl fOOting 
uhile l10rking the dog on the long leosh. The dog should not be ro~uirad 
to extricate tha handler. A dog in good physic(ll condition should be 
c:lplble of six hours of work in fDddies. 

h. 2he dog's position, in relation to th~ patrol or body of 
troops Dust be such thf;t tho 'rind cnn be, usod to th.:l best lldvnntoge. 
Hhc!l cdVDncing wi th the wind, " dog in tho lead is practicu11y usaless. 
In such CDSOS he should b..., at the roor where SOD,? benefit cen bo rool­
ized. In a cross rrind, the dog ll1&y be placed ei tber to the up'nnd flank 
or a t the hoad of the colul;m. llindlors, and odvisors wi th th" uni t, should 
rophasize these points to tho uctic£'l conr;ander. A change in the dir­
ection of adwnce may 1'1ell bo tactically ccccputle if it reaul ts in 
better utilization cf the dog. 

" 
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i. ':lhen the dog is wo::::king a t the head of a column, a t a flank, 
or quarte~i.ng a field (criss-crossing bac!:: end forth to obtain area cov­
erage) while the unit is halted, visual contact '"i th the do(l' and handler 
should be ;oaintained by the unit a t all times. Also, bodyguard(s) should 
accor.lpmy the dog and handler under all circumstances Ilhen uni ts are 
operating tactically in close ~roxirni ty to the enemy. 

j. To realize the r.aximun benefits from scout dogs, the unit 
rate of advance f:lUSt be geared to that of the dog. 

k. The effectiveness of a dog is di:rinished, or nil, in areas 
TIhere numerous distractions or excessive noise are present. For example, 
in villages or populated areas in the jungle, the dog sho~ld be taken out 
of harness and :llaced on a choke chain. (\'!hen out of harness the dog is 
no t !lworkin~'.)-

(trail) 
m. Dogs s:,ouli nei t~:er be expec';ed nor encouraged to track spoor 

on the groU!1d., 

n. Either scout or sentry dogs can be used to "sniff out" enemy 
or iter.ls of equipment r~dden j~st below the surface of the gro~nd or beneath 
structures ~/hen the deceptive cover is thin. 

o. The scout dog's first alert must 'ce Or)served and acted upon. 
Repeated failure to do so ,rill cause tho dog to conclude that he need not 
Halert" • 

p. The scout dog should not be required to cloSQ with the 
enemy, once loca t'2d. To 0,0 so unnecessarily endangers both the dog and 
handler. t~ei ther has cor.\~ t power tha t can contribute to' the assaul t. 

q. Once 'the dog has alEn"ted and the he ndler has Signalled, the 
tactical uni t should investiga te and clear the area indica ted, usually 
by circling and apj)roacp~ng from tho flank(s). 

r. Scout dogs may be used On an outpost locatad up.;ind from the 
unit or position. it niGht, si[;=18 can be passed back by using a string 
b"tween the handler and th" uni t posi tion. 

s. At least Olle soldie.r must be assigned the job of protecting 
th;:; dog h2ndler during o;Xlrations. 'i'he handler cannot b8 cxpectGd to 
defend r~nsc;lf "HIe controlling end opera tinq the dog. Generally he can­
not make good use of existing cover and concealment. 

t. If no ener.JY are loea te:d by scout dogs dunng an operation, 
co'nanc.;:;rs and uni ts should not re!,'8rd their perfo"".nncd c's a failure 
(unlc,ss in fact it 17-"5). llather-, it sho1:41d be ::::"co.;tUze<:. th!:t thG dogs 
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did accomplish their OiS5io11 in that 
and determined the absence of enemy. 
their proper utilization. 

they 1'n trolled and searched aroos 
liD turally, this conclusion presupposes 

u. Soldiers oust not aSSlli~e that they are perfectly sofe merely 
!Jecausc a dog is lti th them, This attitude c<:n only lead to disaster in 
due time. The mili tary dog is a resource which supplements other actions 
or procedures. It does not replace them. 

v. For extended opera tions, it r.;ay ~e desirable to use bellrers 
or bodygue.rds to assist in carrying dog rations. 

". In garrison, daily inspections should 1::e nac.c of food pre­
p!ra tion methods, kennels, ar.d dogs. 

x. Trzirli!4'J areas nust ;'0 larg':J end. cont,:in v:lri.?G.. terrain. 

y. Daily training in obedience, scoutin:; a:;.d p:';ysical condi­
tioniIlb should freqt'.ently biJ chocked by higher het,dqUl'lrtcrs s t9ff officers, 
wi thout advancG notice. The n\11:1:;e", of C:Ob'S pres,mt end rOE-sons for absences, 
duration of training, quietness of dogs, obodience to h~~dl,"r's orDl 
corn:lI:mds 2nd band sigmls, pcrforroonce in scoutin,;; :oroble!:ls, end control 
by supervisory yersonr.el a re the GO jor points to b,:; ch"ckad. 

z. Scout dogs tha t hElve not been on opera tiona for en extended 
period should be mken to sf!lall arcs Dnd autornD tic woopons ranges while 
firing is being conducted (perhaps once a month) in order to maintain 
faoiliari ty m. th th" nois<.:s of ba ttle. Dogs should not, however, b" 
exposed in close proximity to tho firin3 of lorge caliber "eapons such 
as recoilless rifles. 

aa. De::1onstro tions arc a useful tool for eC'l.usinting coc,,-,anders, 
staffs and units with the cOj?'Jbilities aad lioitations of milirory dogs. 

bb. The ond.! punish<:l,mt appropriate for e nihwry dog is a sharp 
jerk on the leash. Kicking, beating or other.lise abusing D dog aro most 
M:rnful in roIlY respects. Co=nders should be encoUl':'lged to take dis­
diplillllry action ag:.-:inst anyono "ho abuses the dogs. 

cc. A oili tary dog must never be regnrdcd as c pet even by his· 
hanc.ler. The h::indler-dog rela tionship is one of i1!i:ster t:nd worker and 
one of only limi tCld freindship. lioHcvor, it is perfectly l,ropcr for the 
handler to stroke his dog and othelwise indic" te prnise "fter successful 
ncco~1;tlishraent of e task. 

" 

dd. Vct"rillDry technicians and h::indlcl"s should inspect 011 dogs 
Dnd kennels !k:ily for gener.nl heDl th, ''fOunds, skin disuDSCS end skin 
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/ SUBJECT, l.€s,;ons l.€arned !'uJ1lber 33: 

conditions, and evidence of parasites. Daily grooming anj kennel police, 
a must in themselves, provide excellent op20rtunities for such checks. 
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ee. In an enviror.ment such as RVI! wherein the degree of sophis­
tica tion of the tJili tary forces falls a pprecie bly short of Vies tern amies 
or where standards or philosophies differ ma:ckedly from those of western 
civilization, centralized control of military do~s must be retained. 
While splitting a military dog pIa toon into sJ:Jall packets may produce 
the advantage of increased aV",dlabili ty throughout an area, proper training, 
f"eding and care can be insured only by keeping platoons intact (except 
for operations) and through centralized controL When distance between 
a dog platoon and a !.\nit to be supported is grea"t, t:rons,artation nethods 
and response techniQ.ues oust be perfected which will enhance operational 
use of military dogs. 

ff. Scout dogs can become accustomed easily to travel in helicopters 
and fixed wing aircraft. ;.1·my dogs require an ini tie. 1 period of fS!:1iliur­
iza tion before they are a t ease in this s tra11€e envirOl"'cClent. The fa:!liliar­
ization should be accomplished as training and not as a prelude to or a 
pa rt of an opera tion. 

gg. S~tccessful opera tional e::tploynent of scout dogs should be re­
ported and dissal'lina ted promptly and widely. Jl;; so doing COI:'J.t,mders and 
troops will gain confidence in the effectiveness of nilitary dogs • 
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!!n.!i ;.ssigrunent 

1st Scout Dog Platoon I Corps 

2d ·Scout !Joi' Platoon II Corps 

j 
3d SCOllt Jog Platoon III Corps 

j , 4th Scout Dot Platoon IV Corps 
, 

5th Scout Dog P1C':t.oon CLD 

* Planned loca"ion; presently at t:y 7no 

\ ' .. 1st 5entry Dog F1G-toon 511th ,:.l'no Depot Co ) 
311 th r-CL Depot Co ) 
41st Air Base ) 

2d Sentr] Jog Platoon 523d A.'iltlO Depot Co ) 
POL Sub-Depot Co ) 
62d Air Base ) 

3d $entrJ Dog Platoon 
" 

531 at Am:.10 Depot Co ) 
30th POL l·iain Depot ) 
332d ~'OL Depot Co ) 

4th Sentr . Dog C'i;:.toon 50th RIILO i·lain Depot) 
ARV1~ In Dog fug Ctr) 

5th Sentr,; Dog Platoon Presidential Ede ) 
:!VM Navy Hc:s ) 
H&S Co, ...8\Tl': ) 

6th Sentr~' ilog Platoon 23d :\ir Base 

7th Sentz:' Do[ Platoo:! 30th :'.ir Ea.se 
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.'<uthorized 
Dog Strength 

Va Nan" 21 

PleLlru 21 

Bien rioa 21 

Can Tho * 21 

Saigon (Go Vap)21 

9 ) 
DaN~.n~ 8 ) 21 

4 ) 

10 ) 
Pleiku 7 ) 21 

4 ) 

9 ) 
Co V£.p 6 ) 21 

6 ) 

Thanh Tu,y Ha 
12 ) 

21 9 ) 

10 ) 
Saigon 7 ) 21 

4 ) 

Bien Hoa 21 

Tan Son Nhut 21 



f 
1 
• 
1 
l 

I • 

.' 

I 

• • 

. _____________ .1.' No~ I ~ PIATooN EQS _ 

OFF: 1 NCO: I EM: 2 

Personnel As~t: 
I - plat ldr 
I - plat sgt 
1 - sup clk/dvr 
1 - veterinary sp 

Transp & Upns: :jote 2 
1 - -iT 'l'rk, 4x4. w/trlr 
4 - pistol, cel .45 

HOTES: 

TOE Ql{-103 
(Extract) 

• ft' • 

SCOUT DO} 
PIAToon 

I 
I '. 

I ,. 
SCOUT DOO 

SQY1j 

Note :5 
OFF: 0 I,CO: I RH: 6 
J4ili tary Dogs: 7 

Personnel A~: 
1 - sqd ldr/dog handler 
1 - asst sqd ldr/dog 

handler 
1 - sr dog handler 
4 - dog handlers 

!!.:E!:!!: Note 3 
7 - pistol, ce 1 .45 

(1) Similar to Ql{-102, llilitary Dog Platoon Eqs, used for Sentry Dog 
Platoons. Infomation shown on this chart is identical for QK-102. 

(2) Has been amended in some locations to include one 3/4-T 'l'rk, 4x4 
ei ther ILO or in addi non to the 1/4-T Trk. 

(3) Per squad. 
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1. DA Fn 20-20, !ii.litary Dog Tn>ining end Ihploymcnt, Apr 60. 
This manual hBs b"en tn>nsll: ted end pu~1ishGd by tt-,e "ViliS as BT 27-2. 

2. Chapter 19, Df, FI~ 21-75, Combat '..'rDinill'; of t::c Individctal 
;Soldier cLd ICtrollingt J~n 62. 1J:1"~is !:lDTI1X!.l h2S ~een tr.:ns12 ted end 
published by RVl~~ ~s ET 23-5. 

3. Chepter V, EiJiG Vietnno manuol, Tnctics end Techniques of 
Counterinsurgent Opcrctions, 1 Jul 63. 

<1. DirCictive, RVtIAF JGS J3, No. 1"5/TTlV¥5/1, subj€!ct: Pro­
visior~l Di~0c'dve c~ the Use of Scout Dogs, 22 Jen 62. 

5. :!Jirective, RV~~F JGS, SU~.)j2Ct: ~el::~\Jr8ry Dir"?cti-rc on the 
Adnin of ;fili tary Dogs, unda ted (1962?). 
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