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RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT FIELD UNIT 

ADVANCED RESEARCH PROJECTS AGENCY 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

APO 143, San Francisco, California 

217 JUN I 1963 

Mr. Robert C. Phelps 
Advanced Research Projects Agency 
Office of the Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

Reference your letter VI 61 of 7 May 63, Dog Breeding Center.: 

Bill Lynch was correct in his report that there is a lack of 
enthusiasm in MAAG concerning the activity result of the Military 
Dog Breeding Center. Not to bore you with a great deal of back­
ground, I have taken the "bull by the horns" and had a formal meet­
ing with Colonel Jacobson, Chief OlkT, MAAG, on 27 May concerning 
the Military Dog Breeding Center. I informed him that I thought: 

a. the Dog Breeding Center should be terminated by 15 July 63; 

b. that the adult dog population (6 Dobermans, 6 Shepherds, 
2 Bloodhounds) should be turned over to the Dog Training Center at 
Tan Thuy Ha. 

I further called to Colonel Jacobson's attention that in following 
through the action indicated above, he (MAAG) would have to make 

I , 

the necessary arrangements to receive and support such dogs and the 
Dog Training Center at Tan Thuy Ha. On 1 June, by formal corres­
pondence from this office, MAAG was officially informed of the above 
contemplated action. I hope to get their response in the next few days. 
In the meantime, I coordinated the above action with Colonel Trach 
and he agrees that the CDTC- V should get out of running the Dog 
Breeding Center, but he felt that the Center should be turned over to 
RVNAF to serve as a replacement center for dogs. I informed him 
this would have to be worked out with R VNAF and MAAG. Trach now 
has the ball on the RVNAF side and Colonel Jacobson on the MAAG side. 
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In the meantime, in order to avoid a "population explosion" no 
more breeding. It is hoped that we will be out of the dog business 
by the end of June and Kothmann can be sent home at the end of 
his TDY in the middle of July, and lastly. the final report Can be 
written and published between now and th 
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VI TO S. PEDONE 
Colonel, USAF 
Chief 
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1. The orialnalintention of the Do, Breeding Program ..... e 
lollows: 

"Probleml To provide a fe~.j .. OiirCis· of aceJimaU.ed 
Clog. at low cost to nplac"ana aupent the rnWtary 40,. 
which are performlna pat .. ol, tracking and lIentry dutt.a 
in the llepuh1ic of VletDam. 

t. The Military Dog Bl'NcliDg CeDtar DOW coa.aish of lilt 
Dobermazu, six Shepherd., IUI.d. two BloodhO\lDd:s. III adult do, •• 
Sl:nc:e the Inception of nil! program in JUDe 1961 to tM present, it 
baa cod the DilpartmeDt of DefeDN approximately $35,000 to 
$-10,000. 

, 
\ , 

3. As per discuuions wlth ColoJlel Jacolucm, Chief, OFgamsa­
tion and TraJ.nln, DiVi.i10D, the MMO, the U. S. Advhore at the .Dog 
Tr&1n.ln.l Cuter at Tatl Thuy Ha are of the oplnlotl that de,s ahoW.4 
be 18 to 2Q month. old before beiDa placed in the tral.rdni Proiram. 
Some do" of approxhnately 0_ year old have been tranafe .. red to 
the Traln1ll,i Cellter. It was the general oluervation 011 the pan of 
the O. S. AM.ora tbat it would bave been better if theae 40,. ha4 ' 
Dot beeD transferred until they were 18 momh. old. ' 

4. .A. it wa. _veld in conference held with Colonel Pede_. 
ClUe(, OSD/AllPA llItD Field. Unit. aDd CploM1Jaeobson. Oil U M&y 
1.63. the OSD/AltPA Field thllt fJdea4a to ... commend to hlpl' 
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