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,MILITARY DOG BREEDING CENTER 

SAIGON, VIETNAM 

,SUBJECT: Report as Requested by Classif~ed 
rr,essage AFCSG- 3 68602 

THRU: Pacific Air Force PF~SG-V 
(Colonel JOh11 R. Nettles, Jr.) 

TO: HQ USAF (AFCSG-3) 

1. This report is filed to recor-·d my TASK #19 acti'lities 
whi Ie on TDY wi th OSD/ARPA, Research and Develop':;-,er.':; Field 
Unit, APO 1~3, in accordance with classi~ied ~essage. 'The 
bas:'.c report is ccnc::'uded wi th a Sur.nar:r and RecoI":.:enda-

\' tions. Z~ere are three (3) Annexes. Annex No. 1 ~s the 
, . , , , procedure to ':Je folloKed for establishing a breeding pro~ec;;. 

Annex No. 2 is infor:natien en sorr.e canine d2.sease p:'oblems 
in Viet Kan. Annex No. 3 includes. the Har.agel:.ent, '!edj.cal 
Care Trainir.g and Utilization of ;.Jar Dogs in Viet N3.~. 

2. The foll::;l~ing info::"mation is conside::"ed current as of 
1 Augus t 1962. 

ACTIVITIES FOR TASK #19 

I. Breeding Project Concept. 

a. The initial concept of the breeding project ;;as to 
. research the feasibility of breeding and training special 
purpose dogs that would be better adapted to local conditions 
in Viet Nam and cheaper than dogs imported from the CONUS, 

, Europe and Japan. 

; b. Included in this group of special dogs would be 
. ,'Track dogs, Scout/Sentry dogs, mine, boobie trap, spike 
j ,board and hidden weapon detection dogs, killer dogs and 
lsome type dog especially adapted for use in the Delta Region. 
German Shepherds, Doberman Pinschers, and Bloodhounds were 
chosen for use in Viet Nam. Some thought has also been 
given to crossing German Shepherds with native Chow Chows 
and Phu Quacs as well as importing retrievers for use in the 
Delta Area. 

DECLASSIFIED 

By_'-,-,," ..... ?_, 1-_' _Date ___ ;'~' .:...-. 

, 
i --~,----~~,-----""""----,,,:-



~ 

I 
'~ 

I 
" 

I , 
1 • 
I 

i 
.j 

! , 

~ ; 
., 
• , 

" 

,~ 11 

J 

I 

C· ONFlf\r~Tf~ tiJt:~'~ ~ I~H. 
c. A discussion of each facet of the initial concep~ 

for the breeding program brings out some pertinent ideas 
and crl tic::'s;-,8. First we have ir.1ported specialized breeds ~ 
of dogs for special pu~oses, 

(l) The cisposltion u.c adaptability of the Dober­
man makes hi::1 especially effective as an attack or ~::ller 
dog. Khereas these dogs :nay 'oe used for scouting ar.d 
patrolling, :his type w::.rk is not ah:ays compatible with 
the Doberman's hig~ly excitable disposition. 

(2) The Bloodhoc:nd's only ::13jor asse: is !'lis keen 
sense of s::-~ell and hts ':"r.herer:t tracrc~r:.g abl1i ty. Ho\\rever, 
the odor le.::"'t by a s1i;ea:y a:-~d possibli~ frighter;.ed ::1a:1 hav::'i~g 

recently passed through the ~ungle ;.;ith all its hu:nidity 
and underg':'::;;th ca:1 be easily follo~·;ed by alJ'1.ost any dog, 
perhaps e·~·e,:";. quic1<:e:, an.d q:J.iete~ than by a Bloodhound. It 
may be f,c}ss:ble ':0 t:"a:l:1 !31codhou~ds for bocbie ~rap aYld 
hidden ~ea;=n detectic~, esc. Most of these objects are 
metal c:' ~.a ':e r;:etal cC!:1pcr.en:s. I~1etal retair:.s odo:,s ,;ell 
and appea::s to gi Ole. off a re la t i "lely s -: ror~g odor 0:'" i ts C~'Yl. 
Here agai~ a less specialized breed of dog ~ay be able to do 
equally ;"el1. One thing r.1ay be said with ce':'tainty; i->hen \'ie 

depart f':'o::1 a miss::'cn tha'.; reqc.,li':'es an exceptional sense or 
smell we have depa,:,ted from any practical use for the Blood­
hound. 

(3) The Gerr.1an Shepherd is well rounded. He can be 
trained as a scout, sentry and attack dog all in one, For 
special purpose use, the Shepherd can trail (1.e., follow 
a man without necessarily sticking his nose in each footprint), 
can be trained for mine or hidden weapon detection, or almost 
any special purpose. 

(4) With all th':'ee of the dog breeds just discussed, 
there are the disadvantages of cost, size and feeding. 
These disadvantages will be felt far more heavily here in 
Viet Nam than in other areas of the world where we are employ­
ing war dogs. With German Shepherds there are the additional 
problems of low resistance to canine distemper infections 
and congenital hip dysplasia. These two problems are 
especially important for their implications in a mass breeding 
program. The only advantage we can hope to gain by crossing 
Shepherds with Chow Chows and Phu Quacs is a smaller dog 
that n;ay be more resistant to local conditions. Certainly the 
cross will do nothing for the wide range of talents already 
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inhere~t in the Shep~erd and would most likely retard them, 
making a dog unfit for use in the'dog/program as it is cur­
rently being conducted. When ~ie think of importing any of 
the retriever type dogs for use in the Delta area, we must 
first have a mission where their ability to retrieve is 
utilized. 

(5) .l\ t the present time there are only 3ta teside 
dogs in the breeding program. We must cons:'.der :he follo~i­
ing thoughts 't,-hen t';e aSS~!7le the cffspr:'Y'~g :ro:n these c,:e;s 
are better adapted to the local climate, t) a~d diseases 
than imported Stateside dogs. Both groups of dogs are 
genetically identical. T.~ere has not been a leng ser:es of 
generatior.s Khere the "survival of the fittest" prinCiple 
applies. We carLot hope to alter this unless, of course, 
a local breed of dog :s introduced. We then reach the 
conclusion that the dogs Ke are raising nOl'l are essent::'ally 
no better adapted to this area than iIT.ported Stateside dogs 
that have had thtrty to sixty days to acclip.atize. Tn any 

;case, both groups of dogs will ha~e a new set conditions 
't-to adjust to e.fter tr>-ey lea";le the breeding a;:d tra:Lnir:g 
areas. 

(6) ~ethods used fo~ i~port~~g 
dogs, it 1\:culd te c;;,eaper to raiSe dogs here, "ot:e ;:ad 
adequate fac:'L.ties, tr,an it Kould be to ir::port the:n. H8W­

.;;ver, it would still cost over $l,8CO fer each pup by the 
time he reaches twelve ~onths of age and is ready te be 

'trained for field duty. (See Paragraph VI.) .' ' 

II. Progress. The following information is a brief Progress 
Report for the breeding project as of 1 August 1962. 

a. Puppies. 

(1) Since 7 February 1962, 19 puppies have been 
w~elped by three bitches. Eleven of these pups were German 
Shepherds and the other eight were Doberman Pinschers. 
T~elve of the original nineteen have died. Of the seven 
s'17ill alive, the four Dobermans are in good health. Two of 
tl1e three Shepherd pups still Ii ving show severe disease 
da~age. They both have soft, poorly formed teeth with 
nearly all of the enamel miSSing, one has nutritional bone 
malformation and abscessation of the bronchial lymph nodes, 
the other appears clinically to have congenital hip dysplasia, 
Both should 'be considered non-effect i ves for there is little 
doubt that they can ever be utilized. 
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(2) The factors responsible for the deaths and 
probably non-effectives were; lack of distemper vaccine, 
overcrowding, poorly desigr.ed kennels, inadequate support 
facilities, the necessity of relying on untrained perso:mel 
and possibly some congenital disease. At the present time, 
the vaccine proble~ is no longer present, and the over­
crowding has been relie·:ed. The other conditions still 
exist. 

b. Bi tor.es . 

(1) Althcc;gh :;.-;0 ;:;f the seven bitches assign.ed had 
complicat~ons at whelping time and four of them have not 
proven they can reproduce, all ap:;:re.r in excellent health at 
this tir.:e. .;j~~l b~ ::ches '\';ere supposed to be pr'eg'!1ant e. t the 
time of ship:::s>nt -:'.l~ 0::17 tKO were pregr~ant upon arri ·.~al in 
Viet Nan ar.d both ge.~;e bi~th. to norrr.al puppies. The :;hi~d 

, , bitch to i';':H:lp xas brea :'_'8:,e ~ 'Tt;o rr.ore ha -/2 COr:l.8 in season 
~ ~ and were bred in early 0lJ.lY. The rewainlng t\·.~c ha'te shcv.TI 
1 no signs of estrus as ye:. (None of :hese dogs have receh'ed 

any trai~i~~ s,,,CQ ~'ne~ - a~~· "a" "ere ) • ~t~ ~.6 -'-.~ "" y.!'!'_ J".",j.V .... ~ • 

c. Males. 

(1) 7he three ~ale dogs (two Dobercians and one 
Bloodhound) are in good h~alth. The Bloodhound is the only 
one used for stud so far. As is the case with the bitches, 

.' these d:Jgs have received no training. This has been due to 
overcrowding and loss of training equipment. The overcrowd­
ing as previously mentioned, has been relieved. Equipment is 
being re-requis:tioned. 

III. The following discussion is intended to guide our 
future thinking for Project #19, along practical lines that 
will be compatible with the conditions as they exist in 

, Viet Nam. 

:1 a. Tae primary aim of a breeding program should be to 
I. supply a type of dog that has proven useful under existing 

I ~~~:!n~O~I!~~o~:'ca~~o~a~~~v~h~~a~a~a~o~o~~e~r~o~~~th~~ii~e 

I 

or well utilized in South Viet Nam. On the contrary, what 
sketchy evidence is av~ilable, indicated that the dogs in 
the field are not being cared for, supported or utilized. 
There are about 250 adult Shepherds in the country, less than 
one-hundred of these are actually in the field as of 1 August 
1962. In the last six months, not one piece of information 
has been received in n&D Section to indicate that a single 
Viet Cong has been detected or apprehended as a result of the 
dog progra::l. 
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b. The support str~cture of'~ogistics, medicine, train­

ing and supervision necessary to care Cor and evaluate those 
250 dogs in the country has not been established as yet. 
Tne only hope of salvaging even a portion of this program is 
to give the support st:'Ucture of logistics and medicir:e a 
chance to catch up and to give t~e training function a chance 
to evah;,a te field results in an effort to discover sO::-.e 1'lay 
of getting the Vietnamese soldier to utilize and care for 
the type dog 'we are giving him. 

(1) To do th:'s, shipmer:ts of dogs :'.nto Viet !\'a::: must 
be stopped i~~ediate~y. 

(2) To folIc'" this saDe line of thought, the breeding 
project, in its preser:~ form, m~st be abandoned. 

(3) G, I. Deg Trainers must get into the field and 
supervise the ".ltilizatien of the dogs on actual ope::,atl::or.s. 

~; c. Ou::, Task #19 efforts shculd ~:Je d::'rected tOi.,ta:-Q 
utilizing '"arious ty:;:es of dogs, preferably those a':al~able 
aocally in an all out effort to find a dog and tandle::' team 
combination that will be u~ilized by the Vietnamese soldiers 
in the field. Depending upon ,;:-:'at types of dogs pro'le satis­
factory and how many are a':ailable locally, it :..ay be possible 
to provide replacements viithout either shippi:'g dogs ir:to 
Viet Nam or establishing a romal breeding program. 

'JV. Local Hunting Dogs. Actual field t~ips to determine 
what dogs are available locally and what the potential of 
these dogs may be have not been rr.ade as yet. There are, however, 
certain ideas that come to light, when discussing this program, 
that should be investigated more completely. 

. a. Native dogs in Viet Nam are used for hunting buffalo, 
peacock, tiger, and monkey, to li:st a few. It appears 
feasible that these dogs could also be used to hunt people. 
I 

I (1) A desc!'iption of how a team of four buffalo dogs 
'1Ijbrked is quite interesting. As the hunting party moves 
forward, one dog goes out to the front, circles to the left 
s~de and comes back up behind the hunting party. The next 
dog does the same thing only circles to the right. T.~ese 
dogs work in relays so spaced, one behind the other, that as 
soon as one dog returns to the hunting party he starts a new 
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, circui t. If V;e change the terrr:inology in this description, 

// we see a patrol moving through th~ jungle accompanied by a 
native dog handler and the patrol 'dogs/worked off leash. 
The patrol has dogs scouting to the front, both sides and 
the rear at all times. Th,e patrol should be able to mO'fe 

qui te :!"apidly wi thout being ambushed. 

(2) Another type dog that has been described in 
Viet Nam is a small nati \'e type dog that goes up a jungle 
trail ahead of a pat:!"ol, If he contacts strange humans by 
scent, sight o:!" sound, ~e alerts by simply returning to the 
patrol. This cog is said to have been used on a li::lited 
scale by Viet Congo 

b,. There a:!"e certain distinct advantages to this :::ype 
prog:!"am and these advantages will be listed. 

(1) 'I'h.is is a p:!"oduct available locally. 

(2) T:.'1e dog Ov.T.er car. be contracted to raise) trair~) 
~qnd work tr:e dogs and i'.'i IJ. in turr. ce paid for his ef:"o:,ts. 
, , 
• 
1 (3) Local dogs y;ould be cheap. Some highlanders 
are said to prefer recai -ling salt to recei'ling :;:oney. 

(.':) 'These type dogs Kculd expe::dable and probabl~' 
readily available i:1 large m:mbers. 

.' 

(5) 

(6 ) 

(7) 

( 8) 
villagers. 

No special medical care or hospitals involved. 

No special dietary problems. 

Dogs are well adapted to the area. 

Offers employed with adequate pay for country 

• c. Tnere are many things that come to mind concerning a 
program of this nature and some of these items shOUld be 
investigated. 
".1 ' 

r (1) If breeding, raising, training and utilizing 
these dogs can be contracted to certain native villagers, 
what .are the possibilities of sending a mobile veterinary 
team consisting of a veterinarian and a dog trainer into these 
villages once every t\-;o weeks for the pU:!"pose of i7ll!llUnizing 
and worming puppies, advising and aSSisting in any way pos­
sible to increase production. 
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(2) w.~at steps are nece~sary to insure tha: payments 
are rrade directly from the contracting. officer to the dog 
o~ner, for raising, training and working these dogs with 
pa troIs. 

(3) Would Vietnamese soldiers be willing to e:rrploy _____ 
a llfontagnard for instance as a dog handler and sco;.)t on 
patrols. T:l.e Vietna;:-,ese have a certain amount of con:empt for 
Montagnards .and appear also to loo~ upon close association 
with dogs as a degrading profession. Reaction thus far fro~ 
the Vietna:;!ese has been favorable. 

(4) How vul~erable would these dog raising and 
training activities, in the country villages, be :0 Viet 
Cong sabotage. 

(5) How would the loss of one or more dogs from a 
team of four iogs affect the performance of those re~aining. 
'If the handler l1ere l{ennced 0:::' killed, w':Juld the dogs ',;or1< 
·for anyone else. 
~ ~ 

\r. There are certain governing factors that must be under­
stood and adhered to befo:::,e any attempt is made :0 breed and 
raise dogs in Viet Na-::. The follo"ling backgro'.md inforr:.ation 
is presen~ed in this ligh~. 

a. The United States military does not opera:e a dog 
brl';eding project anY',;here in the world. Tnis does not :nean 
.that dogs cannot be :::,aised in Viet Nam, but is an indication 
0f the many complexities that may be encountered. The idea 
of raising our o~m VIaI' dogs is not new. It has received 
much thought and discussion from time to time in both the 
United States and Japan but has always been rejected. 

b. V~etnam is a different problem for the following two 
raasons. Both of these reasons are used to justify a breeding 
program here . 

• 
, (1) The Stateside breeds of dogs which we have 

cl10sen to use in Viet Na:n are not available in adequate nUffi­
be"rs locally. 

i 
) (2) There is great expense in purchasing and 

importing these dogs to Viet Nam. 
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T'nese are valid reasons but it is possible that the 
dogs Ke have chosen to use may not be the best dogs 

for use here. We must also remember that Viet Nam is an 
under-developed country with few qualified dog trainers, 
retarded animal husbandry cOr!cepts, pDor support capabi li ties, 
no adequate eXistir!g facilities ar!d no qualified vete:cinarians. 

d. All these things will have to be corrected in -:arying 
degrees before Ke co~ld hope to establish a well founded 
breeding prog:cam. Education ar!d trainir!g are the ans-";ers, of 
course, but take the case of the veterir.ariar!, for ins~ance. 

(1) Z'le individuals receive or!ly three years train-
ing. 

(2) '1':'1e medical techr!ology is t',:er!ty years behind. 
A minimum of ;;',-10 years internship in a Stateside vete:Cir!ar.f 
college 1'lO'-lld be required to give the:n ever! basic kno·,:c.edge 

,of veterir!ary ~edicir!e. 

~ ~ (3) ?r'.e proper approach wculd ~e to ser.d p!'c:-:1isir..g 
.high school g:caduates cO the States for the mini:;-.al six 
~ears cou:cse :cequired of Stateside veterinarians. 

e. Facil:.ties and sanitation are of critic2.1 i:npo:-tar.ce 
to a breeding program. Puppies are babies and are much more 
susceptible to diseases and illnesses than mature dogs. In 
a tropical area such as this disease control and parasitism 
are compounded by temperature and humidity. There is r!0 

',c;l.oubt that ar.y attempt at breeding and raising dogs ir! an 
area such as Viet Nam without first havir!g adequate facilities 
will be plagued by loss of puppies through deaths and 
disease damage. Medical expenses will be excessive. Anything 
less than adequate facilities, that is, an area not free of 
overcrowding vlithout roomy and sanitary kennels, and l'iithout 
adequate medical facilities, will jeopardize the success of 
this endeavor by placing it in the position of constantly 
operating under the threat of calculated risk. 
i 

. f. T'ne entire facility must be designed to handle dogs 
it-om birth to maturity. "Sick" kennels and whelping kennels 
w9uld be needed, as well as kenneling to hold bitches and 
their p'..Ippies until vleaning. The puppies require large 
kennels and runs plus adequate exercise and basic training 
compounds. 

(1) These requirements are essential to keep from 
raising kennel shy dogs and to raise properly developed dogs. 
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(2) Puppies should be kept in the breeding ce:1ter 
until they are one year old, and should rece'..ve basic 
obedience training while they are,~t the breeding center. 

/' 
g. Selection of breeding stock is not easy, 

(1) Out of the seven bitches we ha ve nOI';, o"e had 
a uterine infection (~etritis) and may never be successfully 
whelped. 

(2) 'One had a ma!!1.'nary gland infection (mastitis) 
and lost four puppies shortly after Vlhelpir.g and will 
probably have son:e problen:s each t1;;]e she whelps, 

(3) A third bitch has \-:helped puppies that appear to 
have hip dysplasia. If this is the case this bitch may need 
to be eliminated from the program. 

( 4 ) 
her puppies 

A four::h bi tc:" had an a!:)normal deli. very and t'h'O of 
were bor:1 dead. 

, ! 
• (5) T!1e three remainir.g bitches appear normal in all 
~ ~espects but hav"e r.ot whelped yet. r:I:'i';O of them have not C():T.e 

. ' 

in season, This i:1~ornat10n is current as of 1 August 1962, 
and is gi ',en ~o er.;.p::asize a few of' the ::;linical probJ.e::-.s 
encountered 1:1 selecoir.g and maintaining breeding bi~ches, 

(6) Our selection should also be based on temperament, 
type, trainability, and the ability to reproduce offsprings 
that are readily trainable . 

h. Tne time elelCent becomes a very ilT!portant factor. 
After adequate facilities have been construeted, a minimum of 
three years would be required to establish a well f'ounded and 
adequately documented breeding program. This program must be 
approached in terms of long-range plarning. 

• (1) We have discussed the needs of extensive and 
!detailed training for Vietnamese personnel. 

I 

I breed 
i 

(2) There is also a need for comple te evaluation of 
dogs and special purpose dogs under field conditions. 

) 
(3) Cost computations for a well-founded breeding 

program as compared to costs for importing dogs must be 
established. 
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(4) Still, thir.kir.g ir. long-range terms, Ke ".:1St 
depreciate our initial constructio)1 costs out over a ton 
year period (more or less) so that each dog raised over 
this period of time is charged with ar. equal portion of 
initial costs. 

; The last and ;)::e of the most importar.t pOints ::J be -' 
made here ,that i~ R&D wishes to continue a breeding program, 
the mor.ey that is spe::t to provide adequate facilities for this 
programmst be used to build a facility that can be eas 
converted into a full scale breeding program by the s~~ple 
expedient of adding kennels ar.d person::el as needed. 

VI. OUtside 0:' field e';alt:atlon, the cost lnvol-;ed :::1 our 
present cor~cept of a ~.\'ar dog program for Viet Nam is p:,.)cably 
the most :mportant thing to consider at this time. The fol­
lowing inforn;ation is a cost esticate for irr.port' r.g dogs as 
opposed to breeding dogs. In each instance, a cost break­
down is -ien. The gures used a;ce r:ot exac,:; :;ut are :hough::: 
to be reasor~ab:::'e estir::ates.. Tne e:ltire discussion cr~ ':!'2st is 
bbncluded with a listing of seven different factors :~at 
~ould alter} acd) if:. sc~e instar.ces, dr-ast·f cally red:..:.ce t!iese 
costs. 

a. T.~e price for :mporting a dog from Germar:y is 
n;ated a:; $2,600 eac~. ':rhis figure is der'ived fro::: 
data based on a ship:r,ent of twent:r-fi-ie dogs. 

" : ~ 
I 
i 
l 
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(1) 

(2) 

(4) 

(5 ) 

Cost of flying a C-124 from Germany :0 
the States 

Cost of flying a C-124 froIT. the States 
to Saigon 

Purchase price of dogs to include 
man hours, transportation, etc. 

Initial medication after purchase 

Escorting dogs to Saigon. An Ale in the 
Air Force working in a primary duty zone 
costs the GovernIT.ent a total of $15,000 
annually. This includes all support and 
fringe benefit costs. From this figure, 
the three men travelling with the dogs in 
the grade of staff sergeant for 20 days 
each is estimated at 
Plus per diem and travel @ $9 per day 

es ti­
:'o::'lowing 

$15,000.00 

37,000.00 

2,500.00 

250.00 

3,000.00 
540.00 
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/(6) Ground support to include veterina~J 
support, medicine loading/and un­
loading at each stop, $60 per stop 
times 6 stops 

Twenty-one day quarantir.e in Viet Na~: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

Fcod 

ll.anpol'ler - or.e veterinarian and 
cne veter'inary technician for 2: 
days based o~ an~ua1 cost of 
$20,000 each 

Vietnamese handlers and medical 
types, figur'es at $1,000 each 
per year for 35 men 

360.00 

. ; 

One G. I ~ dog 1;.ar..dle:' pri:nary du 4:."1 
zor:e type figured at $18,000 
arJ'.uall:'l 1,029·00 , 

\ , 
(8) :::creased medical expense - double the 

$10 usually gi ve~ for annual medication 
pe:, dog fa:, the first 60 days 1:1 Viet Har:; 500.00 

Total cost of or.e shlpnent of dcgs 
from Germany to Saigon until these dogs 
enter' training and have adapted to 

.' :ocal conditions 65,125.00 

(10) Cost per each 2,605.00 

b. T"e price for raising dogs in Viet Nam from bir'th to one 
year of age, including maintaining bitches and all support 
fac ilUies and acti '!ities is $1,814 each. This figure is based 
on the facility and Unit Manning Document submitted in this 
~eport, both of which are considered minimal. 

( 1 ) Facility for R&D 

(a) Clinic Building construction 10,000.00 

(b) Latrine and Warehouse construction 3,500.00 

(c) Kitchen and Food Warehouse construc-
tion 3,500.00 

11 

I 



/ 

\ ' , ' , , , 

12 

I 

(2) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

Plumbing and \'Iiring for these 
three bui ldings I, 

10 Sick and Whelping Kennels at 
$250 each 

34 kennels (will house 10 bitches 
and 48 pups) at $450 each 

Basic 'J:ilities., sevJage system., 
wate::' syster.1 J and electrical SC'.1!'ce 

Ki tchen equipr:len t 

(i) ~ledical equiprcent 

(j) Total cost of 10 bitch fac!lit!es 
that can be expanded 

Operational Facility ~pansion Costs. 

(a) 101 additional puppy kennels and 
30 bitch ke:1ne 1 s 

(b) 30 additior:al sick and Khelpi:r.g 

$ 7,000.00 

2,500.00 

25,000,00 

3,000.00 

15,000.00 

60,000.00 

ke:1.::els 5,000.00 

(c) 15,000 square feet of billets and 
classrooms 50,000.00 

(d) Total expansion costs $115,000.00 

(e) Total facility cost :'or a 250 pup, 
40 bitch operation with facilities 
to hold pups up to one year of age 
and to house all personnel in this 
operation 199,700.00 

Additional costs' for operating are 
figured for one year as follows: 

(a) Food at $0.60 per day per dog 

(b) Basic medication 

(c) Additional medication for pups 

64,000.00 

3,000.00 

2,500.00 



(d) 9 us personnel at $18,000 
each per annum ' 

(e) 

( f ) 

/, 

Upkeep, repairs and utilities 

Vietnamese personnel - 200 at 
$1,000 per year 

(g) Total Operating Cost Per Year 

$162,000.00 

10,000.00 

200, ooo.eo 

:.c29,500.00 

To get the total yearly cost for operating a breedir:.g pro~ec:: He 
must divide the original construction cost of $199,700 by a ten­
year period. 'E'lis figure of $20,000 is then added to :".e yearly 
operat~ng cost of $429,500, giving a total annual cost 
$453,500. Divide this total by the 250 dogs raised to =ne year 
of age and we get a total cost per dog of $1,814. 

C 'T"~Q c~-Da~ison as ~een hQ~e "hPt; S ~2 600 ~c ~ ,. -".1.-... ....,.1._ .:.. .... ~~"""'" v . .c..... ...... J 'f J 1.:>_ 
imported as opposed to $1,800 for each deg raised caD te 
by many factors. So~e of them are given as follOWS . . , 

each dog 
altered 

., 
, (1) loading 50 dogs on each C-124 instead of 25, the 
total importing cost 1'IOUld drop by $1,300 each. 3'ifty dogs have 
freque~tly cee~ loaded en one C-12L fo~ ship~er.t f~8~ Japan to 
other pOints =-r: the Far East and cculd pr'ocaoly 'Je dc::e :'or ship­
ping from Ger~any to Saigon. 

(2) Surface :ransportation is probably cheaper than air 
but would have some disadvantages. , 

(3) Soxe dogs are either non-effecti,ve due to medical 
reasons or are not trainable after they have been shipped to 
Viet Nam, For examplej ten dogs have died before completing 
training or are medically unfit, and one is ~ntrainable out of 
the initial 150 dogs s~ipped from Germany. This increases the 
cost of each dog that can eventually be utilized by about $206. 

; (4) We do not have adequate experience factors at the 
present time to pre'dict what percentage of in-country raised dogs 
V1i.!l be trainable. ' We have estimated about six trainable pups 
p<Jr year per bitch. Tnis 'appears high; however, tt>,rough selection 
of1breeding stock and proper puppy management we may meet this 
goal after several years operation, although this is extremely 
doubtful. 

(5) The actual number of replacements that will be needed 
per year is not known but on age alone we will have 12.5 per cent 
annual replacerner.t. Tnis is based on eight years utilization per 
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dog. In addition to this, we have deaths by disease, enemy 
action, accident and a certain number/of non-effectives 
develop each year th~ough ~ishandling that cannot be effec­
tively retrained. Considering all these factors, an annual 
replacement figure of twenty-five per cent is used. 

(6) Shipping dogs from some place closer than 
Germany ~lOuld help reduce costs. Japan has been discussed, 
however, three years' personal experience purchas .g local 
Shepherds in Japan revealed the following: 500 dogs ,;e::'e 
purchased over a three-year period. This so drasticaEy 
reduced the supply of acceptable Shepherds throughout ';he 
three :r:ain Japanese Islands that replacements for tte l"ar 
East are now being shipped from the Sta s. 

(7) Another major factor to alter all these cost 
figures would be a re-plar.ning ar.d alte::,ation of the ":ne­
Tthousand tr"air.ed degs in tr~e field!1 goal Tt;e now have. 'I':'1~S 
figu ~e ~" Q'i"~i c"l!- 'c co~c -i .. " "., 'we ~'-e-'De~ l-J-,al- "~ 1060 _ _.;;) "!'J. _ .A '-' '-, ~. c_ ...... .:...:.. ':"'C'l.~ j,,, "" 1..>_. v "':'4~ _.,/ 

~,there were o!:ly a tota: of 480 milHary dogs used in the 
""'eld by t"e p.~"1'y .1' ~ "'o~c~ ',-.my a~d Y2rine Co~s C0:110''-'o,,, ~.J.. .~ ~ "" .. ~ , ___ .. __ ..... , _,av', .~ ,.I; _ J.;,.' ~ •• ~~M'-""" 

in Japan and Ckir.a~{\Ia, a;::d in ":l-"i8 Jl.~ir Fo::-'ce tn tr~e Ph:':ippir..es 
and Korea al~ cc~~:~ed. 

v'll. Summary. 

a. A discussicn of the :nitia: concepts of Task #19 
,listing the various breeds of dogs considered for different 
special purpose duties and some criticisms of these concepts 
and dogs are given. 

b. fl. Progress Report through 1 August ::'962, is gi 'len 
and lists the status of the program as of that date, giving 
some of the broader obstacles encountered. 

c. A need exists for re-evaluating Task #19 objectives. 
The type dogs being raised have not thus far proven effecti ve 
in Viet Nam. The dogs in the field are apparently not being 
u~ilized. Training and medical support lag far behind dog 
i~ports. Needs exist to stop dog imports i~mediately, p:ace 
trainers in the field with the dogs to supervise their 
ut'i::.:za tion on actual opera ti ons. 'ro stop breeding dogs 
effective immediately, and to divert our research and 
development effort to finding some type dog effective in the 
current Viet Nam situation. 
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d. There are hunting dogs in Viet Nam that may pro'je of 
considerable value as war dogs if properly trained and handled. 
The iYlVestigation of this possibility .should be a major FaD 
objective. 

e. The problems that may be encountered in breeding in 
Viet Nam are discussed along "'Iith background informaticn that ____ 
applies for any breeding project any where in the joiOrld. Cost 
figures are gi·;en and are $1,800 for each dog raised i::. Viet 
Nam to one year of age as compared to $2,600 for each dog 
imported from Gernany. Factors that may alter, ar:d in cne case 
reduce, the ccst of impcrting by $1,300 per dog are listed. 

f. Annex :io. 1 inc2.udes a mir.i:r,al kennel deSign ar.d lay­
out for a breeding center in Viet Na". Some desig.'1 ::"eatCtres 
that may be criticized and defended. Equipment, supply and 
personnel reqCtire~ents are given and are the basis for setting 
up a TO&E fer :his type p~cg~aM. 

g. Annex No. 2 :"!lc:udes a discussion of so:ne diseases 
encountered, wi;;h ar.alysis of these cor.ditions based on four 
n\onths ' oose::cvation. 

h. Ar..nex ~;o. 3 ~r:.c=.:~des sor::e observations ar:d a d::scussion 
of manageY:len"':, :7.edical ::::a:--e, trair-*ir:g and u~ilizat· on ::f the 
cu!"'rent War D0g P:r:'cg:::'am irl Viet Naw. 

VIII. If recor:.::Jendaticns a;ce req'c:ested they ':Iill be as [ollo;'ls. 

a. Recommend breeding of dogs be discontinued i~"ediately. 

b. Recommend R&D efforts be directed to,lard investigating 
the possibility of using certain local dogs in the counter 
insurgency effo;ct. 

o. Recommend shipments of dogs into Viet Nam be discontinued 
iw~ediately. this is not done, recommend placing fifty dogs 
on; each C-124. 

" d. Recommend dog trainers be placed in the field with the 
dogs already deployed to s~pervise utilization in an attempt to 
salivage the current program. 

l 

e. Recommend that graduate Vietnamese veterinarians be sent 
to the States for two years internship in a Stateside veterinary 
school, and that select Vietnamese stUdents be sent to the States 
for the full six-year veterinary curriculum in an attempt to 
give the Vietnamese the ~edical capability of handling this 
program. 
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f. Recommend that, if a breeding,program does continue, 
it be conducted and established as set forth in Annex No. 1 
of this !'eport. 

g. Reco~~end a p!'ogram be established whe!'eby qualified ______ ' 
United States personnel teach all p!'ospective Vietnamese 
officers the proper utilization and care of dogs before these 
men a!'e cOTI'Jnissioned and placed in the field. '1'his recc:n -
:nendation is based en Paragraph 3 of Annex No.3. 

~Lu~I>P 
ALVIN W. SMITH I) \ 
Capt, USAF, VC 

, : 
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3 Atch 
1. Annex #1, P!'oced'.l:'es for 
establishing a breeding proJect 
fo!' either R&D or operational 
p·.lrposes 
2. Disease research, A~nex #2 
3. Annex #3, Ma~age~entJ 
rr.edical care, train~~g & 
utilizatlcn. 
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r. ~~t co:::~ t!1=: 1~lt!nl ten bl:'l~~:11n~~ b1tch'i!J. rft"\~~,." 
':cr.:: u!'\.ould bo ile':!1Grl!:.~ £,., .. 1 bf-tf:jlt .1n enl,.· aft,-., th" p~';1 
0;. t-=;;;; t:.;:. Vi!' been ec::;plcted. : J /! . . . 

h. ~" .... ::!; {19 c:~~~!::n"!c !:::~ i:~ov'::':1 th,~ nc::~n!j!t~,. c~ ncc(".:·.~ 
t,,'·~·-Jln- t""'~~" ..,40.,.._-. :c' .. " , ........ 0"-',.. .... {~! ....... ~T ~ ..... ~ ,...~ .. ---. ..,,. t·"''''r- ""t' . .. ' ... ,.,._1 ..... :,., ...... ~ .... 'J .. ",,:...J> 04 .. ' ... ~;;. ... _ ... ~, ..... "a..:. .... ~ L.;;..,J 1....; ... '· ... ·.1. ':"J. • ... Il.v ...... . 

I'" 'l. ... r.C"""" t .. ·,> c· ...... .,... .. ;0-. ", ... t ~O (---._.~""~,,r." I. .... ~ 'f"::-.,.. ... "' ... 1r.,- .... ~ .. '·r' "'1- .. , ....... ,.# I_'~ __ ! .... ;.c;".t ~:. ••• "'-, • .J, •• .,J ... , ...... _ ............ ;~....:. ... ...... ,;,.J' .~'_ . ...,.;_.;_ • ." ,,~ .... '_. ~ .f_._ 
<.; ... ..:rutl:}~:; '1...'nQ.~:-, "!:1 t!l. t;':.~ C.:::.:: C'""!c! r:::;:ult::'l !..o. ~C '!C:\ 11 \" ~-.: .. t~ 
,-.G-•.. :::l. r .!'!:. 'u,.. ,..,~ 1i •• ~n1'"r'!-"", c .... t"""'!1 """'1~J ~~V" o~ ,..,"'.-. .... ~ .. , ..... "'."" I:'Q .... .. _~ ..... _ ""' .... ,., \,;........ _ .. "", ...... ~~... __ ."'; \oil-.-..J .L _..... _ \.I0 ............ J '-. u _4 ~ v· ..... 

u t',,:lpe • 

a. '.tr.~ pla."l aha::n mll ba ~l''1t:101zc:1 eevaroly on the 
i"ollednG r.o1l-lh. 

. (1) B1!!a or bll"..nolo. ~ll'(la-r.un~""!;d. oquare !'IJ1.:t fc-r 
th" b1tClloG ar.d·150 G<;:1m.%'a faot for e:;:.ca 17.r;il !l!'ter 'ttc::tn~!I':. 

(2) 
. rec;,u.1rcr.:-::nta 

ecn~ral·c~~cd·~ut ~Q31gn 1ncra~B1nB total effe~c 
~.d ccnctl~c~!on <leota • 

I' (3) Enolon1,"'G c~ch '!:::::;;}'''1¢1 with \':1re r.~::th eel epPouGd 
to chb.1.n.1n.:: tho (lo~ to tlw cent~r PO:lt ar..:1 tMrcby cuttins 

I 

kennal ccru;truOt10il GOllta~ . . . 

(4) A"o.ru--nt ).s.olc .of Ilacqu:lt~ choltcr fot' tho 
imU \"1dual c!o:!l3. 
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( n) t"'-_. "~ ~~.""~'":1"' ..... to.·,~l #'"",:-1r."", 1"Io~ ~"\,..t,,, t ...... -~ ... t'\l ~, ... / '·l ...... ,.- ..... t:c (.; __ ~y, _...J, It... •••• " L..~~ ~._ ",;_ ........ ~ .... , ... "'.... c.~. 1 !." .. _f .... ~ .. _ •• 

bctl:cen k~r ... -:<!'lg 13 Pl~v~..t:~~l ~!') t.~,~~ in cct~:'l11"';7 ('::;~:1 l:::T.:~~:l :!:l 
rt_ "1-o1:o-tl"',-; ,~'t"'::~ jJ r"'!loC'". """" 0'" Ul __ ....... ~" 1I~.""'.: ... _f~:'"'"~,... .... '" .... -.. !"'7"'! l*<"' .... 'CiIi> ~. .... ... ....... ._........ .. .. .;..u,J........... '-'. __ -J J .,.&..;. .... -. ... "' __ .................. ~ .. '" _ .... 

ccntrat1t"w3 a l\l!'Go n~~c~ e!: cCZ:J ~.:1 cz-r-::oially t!c;:'l or ·C·':C~i 
\11do ~i1 rr"ze3 -1Lto a e;:.~ll ~r~~. . 

(3) "-" .. ~"'''lA~' ~.~ t 1'" .---- ~ln .,~ t~'''' "-·-"'1' ,." - .... ~ ....... _.10 ""' ... _ \~,'~j."J1 _ .... l'-... ,,4~.,' .:l. .... " """,,&..;..J 4. ....... -' .. _ ,~ ..... ~;..........,.., 

ratic.mbor th~~ 10*0 il:'-~ C:':!!lir:r; ulth ~Yll ;:,'Ge~ of (lc:::l. It 10 t'!oot; 
or.l:; 1",;7.:at1c~1 t·:; c~;l1n :;'.::::-:)100 but; 13 ccna!<!~r::·i to b,:> 
-:"N,--~n'" "0 """1" ,."'."",,..-.-,.. ... ,. ~c:ra- ~.. ..,.4'0# III. "'-..... ··...,_""' .. 4 __ ;:,:JV .. 

(I\) D'l'O c::"!ll(;,:'1 C·lt::::.itt<':1. ·r.1l0S 't:·Ct an:1 mll t.n tl':OF.~~::;;lly 
tel' ted l:eforo bo1tl~ r.e.C'J~.c:2 t-;.lt :LrJ ti:l.-;'..!~lt t~t:) e;;c':lll-:::n!;; 1"c::" 
th~:lC rC:J!:C...;i.· r: .... ::(!-; r:'.tl1 ~:!.'!.,., c!'.r~'-~'~::~t:t~::! ;:.::;~ ('·=:tr-.::.-~ :::1::; 1:,-;·:::1"1';;':!.nt 
in a tl'Cp1onl' arc:.\. suali en tl!;15. [h~lter tro"d th:;! 4';)1.,'1 in can~ 
oidercd t'.:lOt.;.uIlta fQ!." C"lO":'l in. a d!.'i v1nf; ram tha de,:: . ." roc~ Ill"':'! 
about .!l.1l th.!lt ehccla cot ~~t. ':i'1.::l c.cncr'Ot~ SlllD 1s olcp<:>d 1'01' 
fao't d.rn1n:a:;o a.."'!1. ~..t1cit """"'.rln~. C",ri1t'lC1o;) c.l:l::~~.s. 1<!~()1. r.~.:,. 
an;· not l:n!,!;;)Ci'€!l bj eola ~.d·l)er,) a,;:,lin thQ· <!c:c:1D 1:'l'!"li; bo cuch· 
that iti art-·lieD to 1111 o1:';ca' ·(1·.a •• &::::/ IlZo) c!oZ" . 

(5) t"..IPl)1ea chould BtU,. in t.:'ul broot!,j.r.tl cQntC'l' u.'1t tl 
thq Qt"t cue reat' ol~. l:"h1la tl.~r.-y a.re P.t tl:.'J cc;;tOl" tb.e;," r;.I~t 
b~ g.1 ven tho C'.!iPOrtUl'l1t".r to f.ct (.~t 01' tl-:.c1r lce.'1.!1:91l3 nnd 'the:. 
:r.uct aloo be g1von bas10 oiJ~~1€nco ~r:11r..!n.~ atl:ll't1nt, nt. l! 

. fn1.rl,. ear4r atJ:e. 'nlln 1Jj (\,men~i:ll to (10\1''1)10,", nn C:l.slly C~l\" 
tr:o.1lod 4:10 obedient d,<:,S. to enhtL'1.co tho dog/hw::!;m relAt10Zl.-;h':.p 

• 
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to n§t ..... "!C~ 1'T.!.!"'ir1' n r ..~.. ~fl;J, F.( :: i/ -., ~ 
III ru' ?,,11P . . ~e!," Ii ::~' ;. ~ 

:'.!'·c~'u&t!ry for lFtter dut:; in tht3 f1e~ld. to grea tly rCt.!i.:'"':c ' :;.,"'! 
;}':';'_:ll trJ.t.'1n~ time .-eq..t1re!1':Uo put; t.he pup in tho 1'!.e.l'J 
oJ! tel' be~l1~ tl"<Ulllferred to the, tra~l'n& center Lid, 12&t ac 
a g':ml;lral ccnolu!l1on, inc'rcn:;o tile parccnto(;C ot tra1n;~b 1,,:\ 
'lno errGcti-.. aa O\1t of tho total nwr~Clr of puppioG r3~:::cd. 

'-(6) (fJ.l" b:!oio ·prccl.::;c 1n th:l.t So d03 proV':;:n in Yi~ .-
~'I:!;:", 10 de:;1!'.:tble. 1>'.11.:' !::l.Jor tl.l.s:~ 10 to !'1nd cut t::.at tIT~ ·)f 
Oll.'c!:,;r.:ttl. ~i111 \:or:-c. a.'1.a. to dcv;31G:> thle prcf,!'C.l:l. A br::!cd.11l~ 
C8ntcr~ o::.cc it ~r::~ ccn~tru,otC'"d" holu.r; ;:::":1:/ r-o~,:.ntlalJ fc-;" 
B0inS into \ilr1ouG sp~c~ll::::cd dc.~ tri:!1nlnf~ t~c~:s. L."1. 
ncldltlo:'l, lr th.o)- bre,J'i1n~ C:CC.:l not p~ovo \;crt:I.~·;il11~ ~nd ~e 
i"!'.:at conttr.ue to lr.::;:,:>rt <lo~:"l, h~:,e 1::; a fllc111t;r rc:d'l rJ~d'l 
for tho 1n1t1al.t!lirt7 aajt'3 qu.:lr=-.nt1no, br:.:::.j:<l·~ .. :n !!..'1d t::''::J.~~-
J;1"n t of nC;1 an"! \,:110. .a. fu::'ch::ll" thou~~'lt 1s ttl.:A. t ):;:::::;1c",11:1 
th1~ 13 n m~d1cal f~cility a.~l couldba cr.~il1 ut11i::;cd in 
nninZll d1!le<lcQ re::eo.:.-::h l:or::. It 1n !'oo(}J.bla that tM:! 
cen~er, if bullt aD dc=iGr.c1. ooul~ ::;er.~ .t.~ ~~ O~~ of th~ 
functiona l1otad. not o."11~ to r.up~:n·t our efforts L"l V1e!; !ls':l 
brl-t pOlSaiblT tn.G "'1010' or ScuthCllzt AtI~~ 

(See attao~~d blue Pr1nt~) . 
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