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SUBJECT: Utilization of War Dogs Nue Qe

By <40 Date 2¢cy

1, Purvose.

The purposa of this memorandum ia to correct scme popular nie-
conceptions concerning the utdlization of war dogs and to recommend a i
decisive course of actiom, '4

?e Backﬁund ‘

During recent conversations with staff members and field aﬂvisora,
it is apparent that the valus of war dogs is highly under-rated, thelr £yll
potent1a1 subjectively ndnimized, and therlr distinct assets igmred, Sinoce
all of the factors that may have been used to form these erroneous cpinioms
are not knowm, certain proven facts may serve to clarify the situation from
an ¥:D viewpoint,

3. Discussion,

The ulitmato corbat usefulness of war dogs depends equally upon
the aspecilic breed, thelr specialized use and the qualitative and quanti--
tative training 7iven each dog and handler, Listed below in the relative
order of imporiance are a few of the more common roles in which dogs may
be emplo: sod to the distinet advantage of the RViAF:

-

a, Sentry Duty, -3

Doz is tralned to operate on a leash elther inside a closed °
area or oitside on the porimeter of an installation, alertiny the ‘rmndlar
withoat soumd when the presence of an intruder is detected, At the dis-
cretion o the handler, the dog may be unleashed for atiack, It ia believed
that seatrr dogs provide the greatsst potential in Viet lan since experience
(U5, UX, etc,) has proven tnat one dog and handler can effectively replace
from 10 to 16 sentries, This, of course, depends upon the insiallation
and the back-up of & quick reaction force,

b, Comomd Duty,

Doz 1s trained to operate without leash inside a compound
or a building, and to atback without sound any intruder except its handler.
This tyve dog is particularly Vicious and stould be of a breed adaptable

for this purpose, since its potent.ial is best utilized in fixed installae
tions,
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c. Patrol uby,

The dogs wndor test traininz by the CDTC perform patrol type
duty on a leash with the handler, nomally several meters ahead of a come
bat patrel. Tie doz is tralned to alert the handler of the direction and
distance of any person(s) in the immediate vicinity., Under certain con-
ditions ths doz could be released to attack, thereby elsrting the patrol
to tho exact location of the enemy, and in some instances, the relative
gize of the enemy force.

Although patrol dogs are normally trained for use in an . |
attack role, they should not be used in ‘this manner except imder the most
pressing circumstancea, This is necessary because (1) the dog cannot
distinguish between fiiend axd foe, and (2) the casvwalty rate aong dogs
would be exorbitant, or . !}

ARV personnel have indicatsd that thoy also have a require- -
rment for patrol dogs to oporate, withoubt leash, up to 200 metoers in front |
of patrols, The dogs would be trained not to bari:;, and to roturn to -thedr:
handlers and thus alert the patrols. Togs can be easily trained for this
task provided that they are not also trainad For atiack duby,

d. Trackinz Dutv.

7.5. experience indicates that male “erman Shepherd dogs are
bvetter utilized for sentry and patrol duties than for tracking purposes,

Since tracking 1s normally divided into two catesories, @.g.,
"hot tracking® with the scent no rora than two hours old, ané "cold
trailinz” with the scent from 2 to L9 hours old, a differeni breed of
doz is remyirad for these cutles,

ferman Shepherds have hem used successfully on occasions
in the hot tracking role. GHowever, other breeds are beiter suited from
a phrrsiolezical viewpoint,

A particular breoed of hound dogs have Deen used to the best
advanta~e for "cold trailing" and are recommended in the event 2 valid
reridiremznt Is statled and approved,

Tie use of German Shepherds trained for sentr: or patrol
cdutyr 1is not recommended for tracidng murposes, siace the nrineinle of

scotting and patrolling requires the doz to kaep his hsad up asd be
alart for live scents,

Receatly, the 4wo Cerman Shepherds praviously traiared under
Task: ilo, 17 wore used successfdly In this role Uy the Capital Wilitary
Digtrict o which they are assignad for test parposes, In itnis instance
tro dogs wers used to search all homes in a village suspected of harboring
Tiet Cons, A1l bulldinzsg wers evacuated aad 42 dogzs were brouzht in teo
search the mits, Althoush scvzeral susnecis were found, the doss were
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-y operating at a disadvantege, since the mriticular building still contelned
‘ fresh scents from the evacuated inhabitants. Under similar circumstances

1t would have been better to have waited at least two hours so that the"
dogs would not have been distracted by falsge acents,

e, Special Purpose Duty,

Dogs = and their handlers - may be trained and used for any
number of special /tasks:

(1) Locating underground caches of munitions, aupnliea, non—

netalic and notalic mines by the "attraction” method. . ,
o}

(2) Locating illegal goods and opium caches. B

(3) Recovery, during combat, of emall arms, |

(}) Civil or nilitary volice riot countrolj constable type
patrolling in "hot" districts; and specialized attack purposes.

- *.'__ .

f. Paychopathic Killoers.

Dogs, like humans, tend to becoms psychopathic killers under
certain conditions of intensified training and contunued use, It is suggested
that rather than diepose of these animals locally, that they be intmdmed '
into certain denied areas or trails for psycholozical effect, .

' 2. Although the foregoing is general in nature, certain distinct
military advantages will accmme from the Imredi-te use of dozs by the
®WNAT, Twerts attached to the Research and Uevelopment Division are
available to provide additional information or specific details as re-
quired,

a-

A
3« It ispconsiderad opinlon of this Tivision that sentry and patrol
dogs siiould be Introducad into the RVHAT at the earliest prac:icable date,
In addition it is stronzly reeommendsd that:

a., The proposed MAP supported Log Cospany be activated without
further delay under the emergency assistance provisions cited recently
b State-Defensge and CSD, In this coanection the R:D Division has
alread; taken immediate act on to obtain, through 0SD/ARPA resources,

21 initial cadre of 60 dogs.

2. The Toz Corpany be organized and starfed as a Renlacement
Trainin~ Center to which selected individuals from the cocbat el<ments
may bs sant for training., This system produces testsr results, since
if the individual and dog is organie to the unit the soldier will be of
a higher caliber tzan ithat nomally furnished another unit (tre universal
military practice of durming "3-balls®),




¢, Dog handlers be selected from trained combat persomel pare
ticularly adept at scouting and patrolling, Handlers should be volunteers,
since an esseatiald prerequisite 3s an interest in dogs and their potential
nse, Indivuduals thus sslected should be plecad on TDY with the Dog CGenter
for the full training period of 6 weeks, It must ba emphasized that dog
handlers shoild, in addition to a genuine 1liking for dogs, possess suffi-
cient intelligence to grasp the nany facets of the traininz prozran,

~ Thig point can bo sharply proven by observation of the 8-
doz handlers rocently assigned to work with the 6 U.S, and 2 T dogs in
tha %D progran, With but few exceptions thoe dogs appear to bo more i
intelligent than the recently recallod reservists assigned this duty.

d. Immediate action be taken to increase the emerzency HAP ¢
program for procuremant of dogs so that within one year there would be 3
500-1000 trained doge and bandlers operating in the field, J
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6. Provisions be made for a dog replacement program so that b é
an 800-1000 level can be maintained, Included should be resupply of.dry'.
dog food, equipnent, veterinarian supplies, i

£« Flang include refresher rotational training of dogs and .
lzamdlers on a 6 months periodic basis by the Replacement Training Center
Var Dog).

2. VAAG requast that an experienced U.5. dog handler ingstruetor,
be assigned immediately to HAAG, Viet ¥Wam, for dnty with the Conter, -~ - .

Copy Turmishad: YIsZAL R, CHILSON
-1 Colonel, G3
J-3 Chlef, R Division
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