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'lha purposo of tbis Mr.IOl"andum :I.e to correct same popular m:l.t!-" 
conceptions concerninc the utilisation of war dogs and to recOl1tl1e:ld a i 
declsivCl course of actlon.,lr 

{ 
:.1. BaCkp,round. I 

" i 
During recEl!l.t conversations wit..'It stnrf t:I'lr.tbers and field adv18ora. 

it 1s apparent that the val.ue of war dogs 1s highly under.-rated. the1r'.fyll 
potential subjactivoJ.y lIlil'li.lmbed, and the:l.r distinct ASsets iE:ltltred. Smoe 
all at t..'te factors that may have becn used to form theSG e1'l'o:II~Ot1S op1l1icns 
lU"O not known. certain proven facts me;y serve to cllllrlf'y the situation f'rOlI1 
a"l R':,D vie"dpOint. 

3. Discussion. 
, .' 

'nle ulit.."Iato cOl'\bat usefulness of war dogs depends cqua.lls' upon' 
the s,ccific breod, their speciaJ.ued usc and the qualitative and qu.ant1-' 
tative tl"ainin!: g1VBn each dog and handler. Listed be1.ov in the rolative 
ordor or illlpOrtance lU"O a f_ of the L'IOrEI conraon roles in "'hlch dogs IIII;y 
be e;;t;:lloY'ed to the distinct advantage of t..lv:J: RV;{AFI 

a. Sentr;r IXl t'oj • 

Do~ is trained to aperate 'on a leash e:l.ther inside a closed : i 
area or O'~i:.sido on t..~e pori!:1etar of Ol-"l installation, aJ.ertin" the handler 
wi tho'J.t ~o'':''''lc'. .men the presence or an intruder 1s detected. At the d1a­
erotio;'! 0;; the l~andler. the dog ma:;f be unleaaJ::ed for a.t,~k. It is bel.1eved 
that sc:;tr:' does provide the greav.AJt potential in Viet lIar! !lince experience 
(:1:1, iT!, etc.) has proven that one dog and hamller C&."l eUectivel;r repl.ace 
f'ro:n 10 to 16 se..'1trles. This. 01' CO'.ll'se, depends upon the installation 
and the back-un of a quick reaction force. 

b. C=o'1!1d IXlty. 

~z is trained to operate without leash inside a Co::lpaund 

or a. blllldin;;, and to attack ~t.~ut sound !:!Z int!-uder e:tCept its hlmcD.er. 
Thts t;roe do~ is particularly vicious and cJ:-.au.ld be of a breed adapta)lle 
for this p\ll'?Ose, since its potential is bent utilized ia fixed inltteJl ._ 
tions. 
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Patrol tuty, 

The does undOX' test trainin3 by t.'1e mrro perf'orm patrol type 
duty on a leash '!lith the handler~ nomally IIfWeraJ. meters ahead of a 00_ 
bat patrol. The dog is trained to alert the handler of' the direetion and 
diotance of' .!!JZ person(s) in the immediate vicinity. Under C<'lrtain con­
ditions the dog could be released to attack. t.'1ereby alerti~ the patrol 
to t.'1o axact location of' the Qne.'1IY~ Ilo"ld in some instaneosl the relative 
~ or the enal'lY foroe. 

Although patrol dogs are normally trained for use in a!l _ c , 
attaok role, t.iey should not be used -in c~s Mnner exoept ;mder the aoat 
pressing oirCU!llStances. This i8 neoessary beoause (1) the dog cannot 
distinguish betwGn fHend 1!I!'ld' foo ~ and (2) the casuaJ. ty rate n:-x>nc dogs 
'IroIlld be exorbitant". ".- ! 

I 
AR.~r po-:-son11el have indioated tl:at thay aJ.so havo a requiN- l ~ 

r..ent for patrol dogs to operate, ldthout 1ea~'1J up to 200 meters in tront I 

of patrols. The dogs wuld be trained not to bar::, and to return to ct.hef.r. 
handlers O-'1d t.'1UfI alert the patro'ls. Dogs can be easUy trained for this 
tas!-< !rrovlded t~at they are ~ also t::,"~ . .:i_t11U for attilck duty. 

d. 'l"raok"'Jlf! Duty. 

lJ.S. e:qwr1enoe indicates that rn.al.e 1erma.'1 Sh~hcrd dogs c are 
better utilized for sentr.r and patrol duties tha.'1 f'or traolcin;:; purposes.·· 

Since traokjL~: is normall7 divided into tvo cate~orie8. e.g •• 
"hot t!'<l!)ldnt;~ wi t.'l the scent no r,ora th<m tva hours old, <lOld "cold 
traillne" with the sCe:J.t from 2 to liS ho'll'll old, a difforent breed ot 
doz ill rC'1'lired for these c!uties. 

('rJrnan Rhgph'lrds have becm 1.'sed s'lccessfull;: 0:: occas"'.ons 
in the 1:0-:' traoki'1g role. ilo-olever, other breeds are better s-Ji ted trora 
a ph;:1'Siolo:;ical vi!lllpObt. 

A p<':tiC'.ilar br;>ed o~ ~o'l.~d Gogs have been use~ to t.':le beat 
advanta:e for "cold trailin,:;" and are reco7lendec. :L"l the eV!l:l~ a valid 
rer:trl~n~"; :'s sta~ed a"ld app~O'"rcd. 

?Ie USG of "erma.''!. She;:>h3rds t,.a!necl for sentz:- 0::' patrol. 
c!utr,:' is not l":lCornl''1lmded for tracldn.", !'Ill'])OSG3, si:1ce the pr:.nc:?le of: 
SCO'lt1~,: and patro1li:lg requires the do::,: to kG",? his haad up <r:d be 
alert 1'02' live soents. 

:teOc:'ltly, t.'1e tr.ro GSl':1a"l. r:!1~herds praviO'..lsl:' trl1:_:'\ed under 
Tes}: Ho. I;;" u-are U3ed auccessl.'.ll1:' in this role '0:: the Capi tal ~illitary 
District to 10ihich t.'Ie:r are assi{;:led for test P'U7oses. In tr.is irultance 
t:-c:O: do:;:; """lr~ 'lsed to search all hmes :1.."1 a villago suspected o! harboring 
'fiat Co:b~. All bllildin::s wer') evacr~cltcd 2-"1'; ~'~a cO;l,S we:!''l ':Jr?UJht in to 
sea...-ch the rr.l't.n. Al.t;A{)U~~ SCV3~al suspecw ~re i'o-..4~d, the c.o:::;s 'tI'e!"6 
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operating at a dieadvantase, since the };articular buil.d1ng still contltIled 
f'resh scents trom the evacuated inhabitants. Under eil1lilar circwnstln_ 
it lIOuld have been better to have W&i ted at least two hOlll'e so that tIlii 
dogs w'iLd not have been distracted by .false scents. 

e. Snecial Purpose Duty. .- ,'. 

Dogs - and their handlers 
of spe01~/taskSt 

- may be trained and used for !lIlY 
nUlllb!ll' 

(1) Locating unoorground caches of munitions. 
metalic and Il1Gtalio mines by the "attraction" l!I!lthod. 

(2) Locating illegal goods 8."ld opium caches. 

0) Recovery, d!J.ring combat, of 8i1lllJ.l 1I.1'IIl8. 

supplies, non7 
I , 
f 

(4) Civil or nUitary police riot control} constable type" 
patrolling in nhot" districts, and speoie1ized attack purposos. 

f. PsychopathiC Killors. 

])o.:;s, like humans. tend to beco:ne PlI1chopat.1U.c Idlle:rs UDder 
certai:l oond:. tions of intensified traini"'ll: and cxmtunued use. It is' sugguted 
that rather than dispose of these animals locally, that they be introduced 
bto certa!n denied areas or trails for psychOlo~caJ. effect. 

2. A1 tl1O'.lgt; the rorElso;~'lg is gS!lsral in nav.lre. certain distinct 
!,lill tar:: advantages will acC1llr9 from tllS imr.:edicte use of does by the 
tt<mA.."". ']x:)e;-ts attached to the Research a.,d Development Division are 
8vaila;,le to provide additional infomatton or :;pecii'ic details as re­
quired. 

%l 
J. It iSnconsidered opinion of th..1.s Division that sl'lnt1"'J and patrol 

dogs sho'.u.d be introduced into the RV'JA? at t.'le ea!'!iest praC'::ica.ble date. 
In additio~ it is st~ontLy rec~~~nded t.~atl 

a. The proposed r.u> BlJ.pportocl. tog C~"pa-:l:r be activated 'Wi thoot. 
further delay ~~de~ the ~ergency assistance provisions cited recently 
OJ State-Defe!l8e 8!\d CaD. In this co;:mectio:l the R~,.D Divisio:1 has 
alread:l ~en irnediate act<.o:l to obtain, thro'lgh 05D/J.."!PA roso:.ll"C9I!I, a., initial cadre of 60 dozs. 

b. 'Ihe Do:; C<>.-;:pa"lY be organized and staffed as a :umlae.ment. 
Train:b'0 Cent..er to which selected incivid'J.aJ.s fro!'l ~he cc:;!bat el'C!:I€lnts 
r.l.ay be sent for trabi.n~. This SY3tc:~ prOO-.lcos be"hr results, since 
if the in,;ividaal and dog is organic to the urJ.t the soldier " .. ill be of 
a hiEher caliber t:1an that nomalJ.y furnished a.~other unit (the universal. 
~!li~J practice ~ da~ing w8_ba1lsH). 
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c. Dog' handlers be salectad from trained cOlllbat par8~1. par­
ticularly adept 'at sCIT,ltine rod :;>atrolling. Handlers shO\ll.d be voll1l1teere. 
since an essElat1al prerequisite '.S an interest in dogs a:ld their potentLil 
use. Indivuduals t.lJUll s:i1.~cted shoul.d be plac"d on TDY with the Dog Cmter 
tor the full training period of 6 b"l')()ks. It rust ba enphasized that dog 
handlers shaJ.ld. in adiU.tion to a genuine li.l<:ill{l to!' dogs, pO!loess suf'f'i­
cient intelligence to grasp the rl3n'"J facets of t.'l.e trainine pro~a.lI. 

Thls point Cl"..'l bo sharply proven lr/ observati.otl of t.'l.e 8 ' 
doe handlers raeontly as:"ligned to ~,:ork .,:! th tho 6 U ,S. a:leI 2 Wi does in 
tlw ?-"·n prograTol. rlith but few e.~eeptions tho dogs appear to bo more ' , .' 
intelligent than the recently recallod reservists assignGd this duty. 

d. ImMediate aet!.on be taken to inorease the emer?,ency IJ.AP 
prollr_ tor 'Pl'Oeur!'..L"mt of doga so the'lt wi thin one year there wuuld be 
500-1000 traL"led dO'Jo and halldlors ope\'atine in the field. 

e. PraviBiOtlll be mado for!!. dog replace:nent progralll so that.',,- i 
an 1lOO-l0,)() level can be maintained. Incl.uded should be resuppl.y of, &.7'. 
dog fooC, eqttiprn,ent. veterinarian supplies. ' -, " 

,- '.,,,-

t. Pl..a.ruI inolude ref'rasl1 or rotational traininc of COBS a.."1d " 
ha.'1dl.ers on a 6 months periodic basis by the Replaee:'1oot Training Center 
(Har Dog). 

g. 1'lAAG reqU'lst that an e...."1lEIrieneed U.S. dog handler instructor.. 
be assigned iJ'it'llediately to HAAG. Viet Na::l, for dllty with t.'l.e Cooter. " 

Carrl :~is!loo: 
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