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PREFACE 

The Vietnamese (Saigon dialect) Course, consisting 
of 176 lessons in 11 volumes, is one of the Defense 
Language Institute's Basic Course Series. The material 
was developed at the Defense Language Institute and 
aoproved for publication by the Institute's Curriculum 
Development Board. 

The course is desiqned to train native EngliRh 
language gpeakers to Level 3 proficiencv in conprehen­
sion and speaking and Level 3 proficiency in reading 
and writing Vietnamese. The texts are intended for 
classroom use in the Defense Language Institute's in­
tensive programs employing the audio-lingual methodoloqv. 
Taoes accompanv the texts. 

All inquiries concerning these materials, including 
requests for authorization to reproduce, will be addressed 
to the Director, Defense Lan~uaqe Institute, U. S. Naval 
Station, Anacostia Annex, Washington, D. C. 20390. 

C. w. CIfAHl!Y 
Colonel, U.S. Ar.y 
Dh'eetor 
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BAr THU TAM MUQr MOT 

T~l sao ong vo phong th!-nghl~m c~a chung 

tol? 

2. Glan-~l~p: Th~a ong, tol b\ l~c d~~ng n€n vo Imm. 

3. D.U: Ong muSn dl ~iu? 

~. G.D: D~ tol muSn tal phong-gtty c~a sI-quan 11€n-l~c. 

5. D. U: Ch6ng tol ~ii :r{ta xong cu~n phlm ong chvp. TOl 

thly to1n 11 nhang cong-th~c hoa-hqc v1 nhang 

d\a-dl'm quin-s~. 

6. G.D: Xln ong l~~ng-t~ cho tOl. Bay gl~ tol xln khal 

thi~t ttt c1. 

7. D • U: C ong- tac c~a ong vl c~a hat dong- nghi ~p ong t:rong 

khu nay 11 gi? 

8. G.D: Tol kh6ng bltit ngU~l th~ ha1. Tol ~~a t1n-t~c 

cho ng~~l th~ nh~t vl chI bl;t nhau blng mft-mi 

thOl. 

9. D.U: Ong phll khal thl~t, blng khong ong se b\ d~a :ra 

toa-an quin-s~ vl se b\ t:rbng-p~t. 

10. G.D: D~ th~ ~ng, tol bl;t :ro 11m. Trong thal-ky 

chl;n t:ranh t~l glan-dl~p :rtt nlng. Nh~ng xln 

ong l~~ng-th~ cho tot. 

11. D.U: Bay gla ong va kham vl;t t~ thu-t~l, bl€n t€n 

hq v1 ~\a-chl c~a ong, rol ng1y mal tol se 1ty 

khhu cung th€m. 

12. G.D: Xln cam dn ~~l-Uy. 
vs. L 81 
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Lesson 81 

1. D,i-uy: Why did you enter our laboratory? 
2. Giin-~ifp: I lost my way and went into the laboratory 

by mistake. 
3. D.U: Where did you want to go? 

4. G.D: I wanted to go to the office of the liaison officer. 
5. D.U: We have developed your film. I found nothing but 

photographs of formulas and military positions. 
6. G.D: Please forgive me. I'll tell the truth now. 

7. D. U: What is your missto~lrn 
in this area? ~ 

that of your two partners 

8. G.D: I don't know the second man. I pass information on 
to the first one. arn we only know one another by 
secret codes. 

9. D.U: You must tell the truth. otherwise you'll be tried 
in the Milt tary Court and be punished severely. 

10. G.D: Yes. sir. I understand quite clearly. During 

wartime spying is a major crime. But. please. 
forgive me. 

11. D.U: Now. go back to jail and write a ~QPfession of 

your guilt on a sheet of paper bearing your full 

name and address. Then tomorrow I'll see you 
again for further interrogation. 

I 12. G.D: Thank you. Captain. 

vs. L 81 
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b!ng kh6ng 

c6ng-thltc 

d\a-chl 

d5ng-nghi~p 

gian-di~p 

h9 

hoa- h9c 

kham 

lay kh~u cung 

l1.iQng- thlt 

m~t-ma 

phong th{-nghi~m 

st-quan lien-l~c 

th~i-ky 

thu-tqi 

toa-an 

if not, otherwise 

fornrula 

address 

colleague, partner 

sPY, espionage 

last name 

chemistry 

jail 

to interrogate 

to pardon, forgive 

a secret code 

laboratory 

liaison officer 

period, time 

to confess guilt 

court jury 

sin, crime 

4 
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V~n-hoa Vi~t-Nam B~i th~ mu~i bon 

M9t hom ngu~i 
~ 

ch~ nh~ bi~u ngu~i 
~ ,. . 

day- tel: 

con heo dem l~m th~t, v~ xem c~i gl ngon hdn h~t, thl dem 
't 

ve day cho tao." I. 
Ngu~i day t~ ng~ l~i, b~t heo gi~t, roi l~y C~i~ 

dem va cho ch~. 
~ ~y hom sau, ngu~i chu muon thu ngu~i day ta, l~i bi~u 
~ 

no di l~m th~t con heo kh~c va d~n r~ng: "Xem co c~i gl 

khang ngon hdn cll thl dem vo." 

Ngu~i day t~ lam heo X~!;i dem ludi vo cho chU. 

Ngu~i chU hbi: " "Th~ng nay ky th€t! Sao lan nay may l~i 

dem ludi vo cho tao nhu lan truac?" 

:'1~~i day t~ trll l~i: "Thua ong, cung m9t c~i ~i, 

khi t~-t~ thl khong co gl tot cho b~ng, nhung khi d9c-ac 
W 

thl l~i khong co gl x~u cho b~ng." 

NOTE: Practice reading this lesson at home until you can 

go through it with perfect ease and fluency. 

VS. L 81 
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cht nh~ 

d:ay t~ 

d:9c- ac 

ky 
l~m th\t 

l1.tch 
,. 

may 

nghe l~i 

tao 

th~ 

master, landlord 

servant 

cruel 

to be strange 

to kill for meat 

tongue 

you (superior to inferior) 

to obey 

I (superior to inferior) 

to test 

vs. L 81 
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Ciu htl1: 

1. M9t ham ngdb1 oh~ nhi b1~u ngdb1 d~y ta oa1 g11 

2. Ngd~1 day ta g1;t beo vi dem oho oh~ oa1 gl? 

3. Lan th~ hat ngdbl day ta gl;t beo d~ 11m g11 

4. T~o sao 0& hal Ian gl;t heo, ngdb1 day ta deu dem oa1 

Idd1 oho oh~? 

5. Cng nghI trurin 0&1 Idd1 ngv-;' (to 1mply) glY 

vs. L 81 
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1. • D~l-ta: 

, .. 
BAr THU TAM MtfClr HAr 

-w. - 1 :--~ d.i;.-~ 
Tol ~a ~ d~~c dlqn-t{n t~l-khln ra l\nh 

r~ng hom nay chung ta ph~l dl h~nh-quin. 

D\a-dlbm hay c~n gl~ b{ m~t. 

2. D~l-uy: Tol se cho anh em blnh-sI chuln-b\ do tlep-te, 

do ph~-tung, d~n-du~c . 

thb xuElt quin. 

Trong n!ta gl~ n~a co 

3. D.T: Ta se h~p val d~-nh~t tlbu-do~n cong-blnh va 

d~-nh\ trung-doan xung-phong tr&n d~1-1~ 19. 
4. D.U: Thua d~l-ta, co le tr~n tEln-cong nay se to lim. 
5 ~ ~ ~ N, \ • D.T: Dung rol. Ban truyen tln cung vua cho hay la 

m~t d~l-d~l c~m-t~ c~a don v~ cac 

d~l t~ng-phal v~ bl~t-ph8l c~a d~-tam su-doan 
N • se h~p-lvc val tao 

, 
6. D.U: Thua d~l-ta, d~1_19 19 co nhleu khuc ph~ng v~ 

r9ng m&nh-mong, d\ch quin kho ma ph~o-k{ch du~c. 
7. D.T: Ph~l rol. Khl nao chung ta tal me song Ba thl 

xln d~l-uy kham xet cln-thqn tElt c~ cac 10~1 

sung. Me song do 1& dl~m-h~n c~a tao 
B. D.U: D~. Tuin l\nh. 

/ 

VS. L 82 
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Lesson 82 

1. D~i-t': I have just received an urgent message giving 

an order to start an operation. The destination 

is still being kept secret. 

2. D~i-uy: I shall ask the soldiers to prepare the supplies, 

tools and ammunition. We can take the troops 

out in another half hour. 

3. D.T: We'll join the First Engineer Battalion and the 

Second Shock Troop Regiment on 19th Boulevard. 

4. D.U: Colonel, sir, perhaps this will be a very big 

operation. 

S. D.T: Exactly. The Signal Corps has just informed us 

that one suicide troop company of the Highlanders 

and the reinforcement and detachment troops of the 

Third Division will also join us. 

6. D.U: Colonel, the 19th Boulevard has many even and wide 

sections, it would be difficult for the enemy to 

ambush us. 

7. D.T: Right. Captain, when we reach the bank of the B~ 

river, would you examine all the weapons carefully? 

That river bank is our rendezvous place. 

8. D.U: Yes, sir. At your order. 

VS. L 82 
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bi m4t 

bi~t-phh 

d:'ti- 19 
oho hay 

d:~-nh\1t 

d:~-tam 

d:i!lm-hqn 

d:i~n-t!n 

d:ong-blo thU~ng 

hlnh-quan 

h~p 

h~p-lv.o 

khuo 

lo't i 

• me 

menh-mong 

phing 

phv.-tung 

tling-phai 

tOi-kh\n 

truyen tin 

xu~t quan 

seoret 

detaohment (troops) 

boulevard 

to in1'orm 

~irst rank, ~irst 

third rank. third 

rendezvous plaoe 

telegram 

highlanders (Montagnards) 

military operation 

to reunite. join 

to oombine e~~orts, ~oroes 

pieoe, seotion 

oategory, kind, type 

bank, border 

illUDense, vast 

~lat, level 

aooessory 

rein1'oroement (troops) 

very urgent 

to transmit, oiroulate the 
news 

to take the troops out 

vs. L 82 
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SU-Ky Vi~t-Nam B~i th~ mU~i b~n 

Sau khi chien-thtng quan Minh dem l~i d~c-l~p cho nu~c 

Vi~t, eng Le-Lqi len lam vua n~m 1428, lay ten la Le-Thai­

T~, d~i ten nu~c la D~i-Vi~t. 

Tuy rhngchien-thtng dU~an Trung-Hoa rOi, nhung 

vua Le-ThBi~T~J!n p~~ con!Onu~c Tau. The _~~n~ja 
m~t Slf ~i~thi~:El&hcn-k~~~.J!m cho nuClc duqc u>~~t1 

Trong khi nha ~nh Yd:'6-h~ nuiJ Vi~tLchung de h~ 
~.~ ,Ji... c r.e;, 

tat d. nhi1ng ffi~-chui1 ~~!Jlfi~i Vi~t val§!§h9 phh theo Tau 

d~ dong-hoa dan Vi~t v~i ngu~i Trung-Hoa. vl the vua Le-

Thai-T~ P~~-Ch~C l~i t~~~~i~C trong nuClc: sUa 

d~i_vi~~iao-d~~ d~t ra lu~t~mCli, th-ch~c l~i Vi~~ 
~~v.v ..• Vua Le-Thai-Th lam vua duqc 6 n~m thl mat, 

Ji!:§J duqc 49 tu~i. ~ 

Den n~m 1527, M~c-d~ng-Dung, mqt quan to ~ trong trieu, 

nhieu ngu~i con mu~~~o 

ra mqt trieu-dlnh rieng b 

Le. Tuv n7~_Je 

giup, n~n ft; con 

vung Thanh-Hoa, 

mat ngci, nhung 

chau nha Le l~p 

~ Ngh~-An dtl Do la th~i-ky Nam-trieu 

(nha Le) va B~c-trieu (nha M~c). 

hdn sau mudi n~m tr~i. 

Hai ben danh nhau trong 

NOTE: Practice reading this lesson at home until you can 

go through it with perfect ease and fluency. 

VS. L 82 
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B!o-trieu 

oon oh~u .. oong 

giao-th1~p 

Hfu-L6 

h~y-b~ 

kh8n-kh60 

Nam-trieu 

th9 

xRm-phl}M 

Ngil-V1J.ng 

Royal Court of the North 

offspring 

to offer as a tribute 

11th known name of Vi~t-Nam 
under the Later L6 Dynasty 
and the Nguyin Dynasty 
(1428-1802) 

to set up 

eduoation 

(sooial) relat10as 

the Later La Dynasty 

to destroy 

olever, shrewd 

rules and regulations 

Royal Court of the South 

to be (so many years old) 

to transgress, violate 

VS. L 82 
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Mu ht>1: 

1. N~ 1428 6ng L$-L~1 l$n l~m vua l~y t$n gi? 

2. D~1-V19t 1~ gi? 

3. T~1 sao vua L$-Tha1-T~ da ah1~n-th!ng du~a qu~n Trung-

hoa m! a~n ph&1 oh~u o~ng nu~a T~u? 

4. Du~1 th~1 H4u-L$, nu~o V1~t Ob binh-y$n kh6ng? 

5. Nha Minh d5-h~ nuClo V1~t nhu th~ nao? 

6. Vua L$-Tha1-T~ dem 1~1 d~0-14p oho nu~a V1~t v~ da l!m • 

nht1ng gi? 

7. M~a-d~ng-Dung 1~ a1 v~ ab ph&1 1~ m~t ngu~1 trung v~1 vua 

kh6ng? 

8. Sau kh1 nh~ L$ m~t ng61. oon ohau nh~ L$ l!m gi? 

9. Nam-tr1~u 1a gi? B!a-tr1~u 1a gi? 

10. Nha M~a v~ nh~ L$ danh nhau bao nh1$u n~? 

T1fo-ngt1 V1~t-Nam: ~,_..:J\. I 

~ ~. ~"~ 
'~'n ngoan d01 ~"~1 ago", 
~~ ....... ~ ... 
Ga aung m~t m~ ah hoa

J 
da nhau." 

~ LUt-~ 
~ I'(T" 

14 
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BAI THU TAM MOOI BA 

1. Nam: Gh8 qua, Mm qua quRn ta ~ r~l khl>l c1&o An-KhS 

th! b~ c1~oh tln-c8ng dU-d~l. 

2. Hll: D~oh 1~1 d~ng oh18n-thuft bl~n ngd~l r5l. ChUng 

kh8ng k~ gl c18n tanh-m,ng 01. 

3. N: c6 le ohtmg huy-c1~ng 01 hal BU-c101n a khu tu. D8ng 

nhu k18n. Phln nh1&'u quAn ta phh d&lg khl-glal 

trtng vl c1anh glap la-ol. 

4. H: GIn nhu vb th! nhllng vU-khl h~ng nltng o(,.a ta 

v8-h1~u 1? 

5. N: DUng r5l. D~oh phvo-kloh bit th!nh-l!nh qua. 

v! lil c1~a-th8 h1~m-tra n€n quAn ta kh6 m1 

tra tay k~p. 

6. H: Trfn c16, hal b€n b~ th1~t-h~l nhu th8 nlo? 

7. N: D~oh nhlit gan qua! Mal c1fu th! ohUng tln-08ng 

nhu mUa nhu g16. Nhung mqt hoi sau ohung oh~y VBO 

r~g l'n tr~n. Cht c1~ 1,i m9t !t xao ch8t th6i. 

8. H: Rbng nUt th1~t 11 m~t 1~1 kh! aho quAn du-k!oh. 

VS. L 83 
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Lesson 83 

°1. Nam: How awful, yesterday as our troops left An-Kh~ pass 

2. 
, 

Hai: 

the enemy attacked fiercely. 

The enemy again used "human sea" tactics. They 

were completely unconcerned about human lives. 

3. N: They probably used their two Divisions in zone 4 . 
They were so numerous. Most of our troops used side 

arms and fought hand-to-hand. 

4. H: Our heavy weapons were ineffective since the enemy 

was eo close. 

5. N: Exactly. The enemy ambushed us so suddenly. Moreover, 

the terrain was quite rugged, making it difficult for 

us to react. 

6. H: How were the casualties on both sides in the battle? 

7. N: The enemy was not so courageous. At first they 

attacked fiercely. A little while later they fled 

into the forest leaving behind them a few dead 

bodies. 

&. H: Forests and mountains are indeed useful weapons for 

guerrillas. 

vs. L 83 
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bit thlnh 11nh 

cl hai 

chian-thu~t bi~n ngubi 

c!~-~ 

gM 

huy-c!~ng 

kh1 giai trtng 

kian 

l'n tr8n 

l~i ill 
oS~':t \.loEt!.. 
nhat gan 

rbi khOi 

r~ng 

tanh-ml}ng 

v5-hi~u 

vii-ill 

xac chat 

all of a sudden. suddenly 

both 

"human sea" tactics 

second. second rank 

a mountain pass 

position (relatively to others). 
terrain, location 

awful, terrible 

to mObilize 

side arms 

ant 

to flee and hide 

sharp tool, effective weapon 

coward 

leave a place 

forest 

life 

ineffective 

weapon 

dead body 

18 
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Bli th~ md~i b~n 

Tri. 
') 

C~ch trang v1 tr8ng nom oay trl oUng giSng nhu ~Oh 

trang v1 tr8~om oay sdn. Sdn v1 trl'kh80~~~ b Oh~ 
oay t~thl th~p vl 00 nhieu olnh Mn. La vi ~t 11 bUp 

ph1i 6.i~ hat. nhu vb: l~ vl bup ~ ~ nhieu Mn. 

Ve MIa xuan,Gv.4rJ),tt <tau nly. Nv., la, vl bup tr1 

<tau dung ~ 11m tr1. Tuy theo tr1 lam blng ny, blng la, 

rrru.I!;r o~a trl khao nhau vl o~n khao nhau 1I 

NOTE: Praotioe reading this lesson at home until you oan 

go through it with perfeot ease and fluenoy. 

VS. L 83 
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anh • sang 

bup 

cach-th{tc 

dat set 

db kin 

hai 

heo 

hoa sen 

hdi 

la 

mui v\ 

nl!.ng 

nl\y 

n~ tr~ 

rang 

tr~ tudi 

uap 

v~ 

N 

Ngu-vlfng 

beam of light, light 

bud, burgeon 

way, method 

clay 

to cover tight 

to pick (fruit, flower, 
vegetable) 

to wither, dry up 

lotus flower 

vapor 

leaf 

flavor, taste 

often, frequently 

to sprout 

tea buds (of flowers) 

to roast 

green tea 

to perfume with flower petal or 
stamens 

to crumple, crush 

VS. L 83 
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Olu hl>1: 

1. Oach tr~ng tr~ co g1~ng cach tr~ng sdn kh8ng? 

2. Cay sdn v1 cly tr1 khac nhau nhu th~ n1o? 

3. ·Tr~ 11m blng gl? NV. la hay bup? 

4. M~1-v:l, tr1 kh!c nhau ~ ch~ n1o? 

5. Ngu~1 ta 11m trl nhu th~ nlo? 

6. Kh1 rang trl. t,1 sao n~1 ph!1 d¢y kin? 

7. Trl sen II gl? 

8. Tra tud1 II gl? 

9. Ngu~1 V1~t-Nam thtch uSng nu6c trl vlo luc nlo? 

10. Ngub1 MY uSng tr1 v10 luc nlo? 

21 
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BAr TIro' TAM Mo'Or BON 

1. Phong-Tl1n: Xln Sng oho t6l b18t m~t v~l tln-t~o 

ve ou~o tlo-thanh ~ ling Blnh-hUng. 

2. S1-quan USn-1,0: M~t trung-<l~l xe tling din dt1~ng. 

3. P. V: 

4. S.Q.L.L: 

5. P.V: 

Trung-<l~l b~-blnh theo sat trung­

d~l xe t~ng. HQ th!o rlt 0\n-th4n 

nhUng mln ohSng ngt1~l d90 theo dt1~ng 

trong ling. 

Chua vi dlnh ling 00 ht1-h'il gl kh6ng? 

ChUng t6l <lt1~0 l\nh phll blo-t~n oao ohua v~ 

<llnh ling. Nht1ng 00 m~t ~ sUng llen-thanh 

~ m~t 06ng-th~ bin xuSng ohung t6l nen ohung 

t6l bu~o 1bng pha-hfiy 06ng-th~ do. 

Co tht1~ng-dan n~o b\ thl~t-m~ng kh6ng Bng? 

6. S.Q.L.L: D, kh6ng, m~t s8 dU-k!oh b\ trUng d.n oh8t 

ngay t,i oh~. cbn m~t s8 kh! <lBng 1\n-1ut 

dt131 ham ra dtu h~ng. Hq <lt1~0 din ve tr.i 

db £-vtn. 
7. P.V: DSm dO 00 th18t quan-lu~t kh6ng Bng? 

8. S.Q.L.L: D, 00. Bit o~ m~t ngt1~l n~o dl qua l~ng <leu 

phll 00 gliy phep eta Quan-d9l Qu8e-gia 

V1~t-Nam. 

VS. L 84 
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9. P.V: chio dan-ohung 10 s~ 11m, ph!i kh5ng 5ng? 

10. S.Q.L.L: D~ ph!i. Nhung d~i ph~t-thanh quan-d~i 

qu~o-gia kau g9i dan-ohUng nan binh-tfnh 

v~ t5n-tr9ng kt-1u~t trong gi~ phut nghiam-

• tr9ng do. 

11. P.V: vt sau, b~ t~ng-tu-1~nh 00 oho thi-h~nh 

o~nh-s~oh dan-v~n kh5ng? 

12. S.Q.L.L: D~ 00, vi quan-d~i muSn de-oao o~nh-gi~o 

dan-ohung ohSng o~o ~-m5 m~nh-1~i o~a 

VS. L 84 
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Lesson 84 

1. Phong-vi8n: Would you please give me some informa­

tion about mopping up the enemy at 

Blnh-hung village? 

2. Sr-quan li8n-l~c: One tank platoon led the way. The 

infantry platoon followed close to 

the tank platoon. They've very care­

fully neutraliBed the antipersonnel 

mines along the roads in the village. 

3. P.V: Were the pagodas and communal houses in the 

village damaged? 

4. S.Q.L.L: We were ordered to preserve pagodas and commu­

nal houses. But a machine gun from a publio 

building fired on us, we we were forced to 

destroy that building. 

S. P.V: Did any civilians die? 

6. S.Q.L.L: No, a number of guerrillas were hit and died 

7. P. v: 

on the spot. And quite a few enemy who were 

hiding in the trench oame out and surrendered. 

They were taken back to the camp for interrogation. 

Did the army declare martial law that night? 

8. S.Q.L.L: Yes, they did. Anybody who went through the 

village had to have a permit from the Vietnamese 

National Army. 

VS. L 84 
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9. P.V: The people were afraid and worried, weren't 

they? 

10. S.Q.L.L: Yes. But the broadoasting station of the 

11. P. V: 

N.ational Army made an appeal to the people 

to remain oalm and observe order during those 

oruoial hours. 

Did the General Staff order operation alert 

among the people afterwards? 

12. S.Q.L.L: Yes, beoause the Army wanted to heighten the 

people's vigilanoe against enemy trioks. 

VS. L 84 
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b!o-t5n 1Iltt. 
binh tfnh 

c!nh-giac 
c24 ,/ r 

chanh-sach 

chua 

cong thlS 

d:li ph8.t-thanh 

dan-v(n 

d:au hlng 

d:S'-cao 

d:lnh 

keu gqi 

kt-lu(t 

lh-lut 

manh-16i 

min ch8ng ng1.1~i 

1II11u-m6 

nghiem-trqng 

• • phi-huy 

sat 

to keep, preserve 

calm 

vigilanoe 

policy 

pagoda 

publio buildtng, gove~nt 
building 

broadoasting station 

oivilian proselyting 

to surrender 

to uphold, heighten 

oommunal houae (in the v111a~) 

to call, to oall upon 

disoipline 

to sneak, to go furtively 

triok, artifioe 

antipersonnel mine 

plot 

seriOUS, solemn, grave, 
cruoial, oritical (hoUrs) 

to destroy (completely) 

close 

t!o thanh cJ-.... "f ~ - to mop Up _ J-- '-'f'-f;;:;;::;I,.., 

thi~t quan-lu(t 

tht1~ng-dan 

ton trqng 

27 

to establish martial law 

civilian population 

to respect, to Observe 

VS. L 84 
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V~n-hoa Vl~t-Nam B~l th~ m~~l l~m 
sa..., t\. __ .... eQI) W ..... T~ Cl,oJ. 
--dTruy~n Sdn-Tlnh, Thuy-Tlnh 

~~~ ~~ .~ .. ~ 
T~c truyen rang vua Hung-V~dng thu m~ol tam co ng~ol 

con gal r~t d~p. S~n-Tlnh ~UY_Tlnh deu mu~n~~ l~m v~. 
f"- .... ~ 

Hung-V~dng h~n ai dem~ )den tr~ac, thl g cho. 

Sang hom sau, Sdn-Tinh den tr~ac, l~y d~~c v~ dem len nui. 

Thuy-Tlnh den sau, gi~n l!m, lam m~a to, giO l&n, roi 
• /we,/ ... L.J-

dem quin len danh Sdn-Tinh; m~c n~dc bien len r~t ~au. 

Sdn-T'tih ~ "'n nul, ~ nu~, l.n~," nhl'n, .hl 
l~i lam nul cao b~y nhieu. Thuy-Tinh da ho~i khong d~~c, 

, # ,. ., 1#".,. ~ .. t 
p~ rut ve. Tu do ve sau, n~~~ao Sdn-Tinh va Thuy-Tlnh 

cung ~hau ~~'4;an. ~~~~~11.1tr~i m~a to, mng 
lIen menh-mong r:.~~ hl}9 c~~ 

NOTE: Practice reading this lesson at home until you can 

go through it with perrect ease and rluency. 

VS L 84 
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.lbao ~hieu, thll 

••• bay nhU'u J 
eto e 

hqn 

htJi 111m v~ 

111m hlti 

menh-mong 

Sdn-Tinh 

Th~y-Tinh 

t~ eto ve sau 

N 

Ngti-v1,tng 

29 

the more ••• , the more ••• 

offering, present 

to give a daughter in marriage 

if, each tim 

to promise 

to ask a lady's hand in 
marriage 

to cause damage 

to spread over a large area 

the Mountain God 

the Water God 

from that time on 

VS. L B4 



1. Son-Tinh va Thty-Tinh muon h6i ai lam v~? 

2. Vua Hung-Vuong h<;n nhu the nao? 

3. Ai liy du~c con g&i cta Hung-Vuong? 

4. Thty-Tinh co gi';n khong? Thty-Tinh lam g;l? 

S. Son-Tinh va Th~y-Tinh danh nhau nhu the nao? 

6. Th~y-Tinh d~mh co cl:u~c Son-Tinh khong;? 

7. Miy nam thl Son-Tinh va Th~y-Tinh cl:anh nhau m9t Ian? 

VS. L 84 
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1. Cel: 

, .. 
BAr THU' TAM MU'Clr LAM 

Thua Bng, t81 mu~n mua mc1t bc1 quan-ao 

ni xam d~ m,c d1 ~n t1fc. 

2. Ngu~1 ban h~ng: Thua 5ng"Bng m~c quan-ao s~ miy? 

3. C: ~ ~ 1 ~. D~ so bun ~ hay bon sau. 

4. NBH: Thua Bng, tB1 co miy bc1 may sin. M~1 Bng mlc 

th.f1 coL 

5. c: 

6. NBH: D~ tb H~ng-KBng. N1 nay 1~ n1 thu~ng-h~ng, bgn 

v~ im 1tm. M~1 Bng s01 gudng xem co vbe y khBng. 

7. C: 

8. NBH: 

9. C: 

cat ao thl 

vl Sng quan hel1 hllP· ~\V/'-
Thua Bng, khBng hllP dau. ~~ n~ nay hQ 

may onu vfy do. TB1 se b1~u th~ ctt ngtn d1 dc1 

ba ph8n. 

X1n Bng ctt ngtn dc1 ha1 phan thB1. Chbng n~o 

tBl co th~ trb 1~1 1iy bc1 quan-ao du~c Bng? 

10. NBH: D~ m~1 Bngtrb 1,1 ng~y ma1. 

11. C: TBt 1tm. Ma1 tB1 du~o 1anh 1udng. T81 se ta1 

1iy bc1 quan-ao ma1 d~ t~1 ma1 di ~n t1~c. 

12. NBH: Bay g1~ x1n Bng d~t mc1t It t1gn 09c. 

13. C: Mc1t tr~ dong co d~ kh8ng 8ng? 

14. NBH: D~ d~. Cam dn Bng. Ma1 tBi x1n glp Bng 1~1. 

VS L 85 
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1. Cel: 

(j; Lesson 85 

Sir, I'd like to buy a gray wool suit 

to go to a party., 

2. Ngu~i b&n h~ng: What size do you wear, sir? 

3. C: Forty-five or forty-six 

~ 4. N.B.H: Sir, I have a few ready-made suits. Please, 

t 

try them on. 

5. c: Where was this wool imported from? 

6. N.B.H: From Hong Kong. This is the best wool, very 

durable and warm. Please look at yourself in 

the mirror to see whether you're pleased with 

it. 

7. C: 

/ 

8. N.B.H: 

9. C: 

The jaoket fits me, but the pants are a little 

long and the pants legs are a little narrow. 

Not narrow, sir. That's. the new fashion. I'll 

have the tailor shorten them about three oenti­

meters. 

Please, have them shortened only two centimeters. 

When oould I oome baok to get the suit? 

10. N.B.H: Please oome baok tomorrow. 

11. C: Very good. I'll get paid tomorrow. I shall 

oome to get my new suit to wear at the party 

tomorrow night. 

12. N.B.H: Please, pay a deposit now. 

VS. L 85 
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13. C: Are one hundred piasters enough? 

14. N.B.H: It's enough. Thank you. See you tomorrow. 

• 

VS. L 85 
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am 

• ao 

ben 

ctt 

d~t tien c9c 
~ gudng 

hlJp 
N 

lanh 
N 

lUdng; lanh ludng 

may 

nh.p-cl~ 
nt ~l 
cng quan 

sin 

soi; soi gl1dng 

thtt 

thu~ng-h,.ng 

ti~c 

trb l,.i 

v~a-vlfn 

v~a y 

Ngl1-v~ng 

35 

warm 

jacket 

lasting, durable 

to cut 

to give earnest money, deposit 

mirror 

narrow 

to reoeive, aoquire 

salary, wage; to get ~aid 

to sew, to tailor 

to import, imported 

wool 

pants leg 

ready 

to look at onese1r (in the mirror) 

to try 

first class, top quality 

banquet, party 

to come back 

fit, just 

pleased, to suit someone's 
taste 

vs. L 85 



PATTERN DRILL 

bon 111m "forty five" 

sau tam • mudi tam a. or sau 

b. nl1m bon or nlim mudi bon 

bh hai • hai c. or bay mudi 

d. chin mot or chin mudi mot 

NOTE: In speech, and sometimes in reading and writing 

too, the 1-1crd ~ may be dropped in the numerals 

between tens from 40 to 100. 

VS. L 85 
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Stt-Ky Vi~t-Nam Bh thu mu~l Him 

Khi M~c-d~ng-Dung cuap ngoi nh~ Le thl ong Nguy~n-Klm 
,... 4,.- ~ C~~t ,. 

lAm ~~1ttrong trleu nh~ Le, tr~n sang A~. Ong Nguy~n-

Kim cho ngu~i di tlm con chau nhA Le d~ khei-phvc ngei vua 

'A 5,fr-/ A " , A cho nha Le. N~ 1 32, tLm du~c m9t nguoi con cua vua Le-

chieu-Teng, dua len lAm vua, 1~~ Le-Trang-Tong. 
J. ~ 

~l ~T~.~O~.~gUy~n-Kim chieu-t~p quan_si, thu-dvng ngu~i 

tAi, ~ ngAy va danh nhA M~c. dng Tr\nh-Ki~m l~ m9t ngu~i 
tuang gi~i, du~c eng NgUygn-Kimtttr'R: v~;"~'O:"~ti cho. 

N~m 1543, quan c1a eng Nguygn-Kim ~~i~m du~c dat Ngh~­
An~~;foa. N~m 1545, eng Nguy~n-Kim b\ quan nha M~c 

da th!1Pc ~~ ctt khi ~ng, dem ~J~ien danh Sdn-Nam. 
~ Jli/::J:- .. .. "".h<4T, AM-~ 

~o.un~'b~~:n de: g~ao ca cho con r~ lA Tr\nh-Ki~m. T~ 
u cac quye -hanh deu a trong tay h9 Tr\nh c~. Trong hdn 

sau mudi n~m tr~i (1527-1592), thlnh tho~ng quan cta nha M~c 

v~o danh quan cUa nhA Le, nhung deu b\ thua ph~i rut ve. 

Quan cta nha Le ra danh quan nh~ M~c cung b\ thua ph~i ,ru} 

::.: vi ,'" nub, vtit b'Y gi~ ~ 'rong ,1!tf,:,ng ffi:t:-
~ ft h' R-_ ' , , A ~ • doi: tu Than -HoaL!:a vao nha Le, tu Sdn-Nam tra ra 

thu9c nha M~c. 

N~ 1592 Tr\nh-Tung mang d~i~nh danh chiem du~c th~nh 
TMng-Long (HA-n9i bay gie'l), nh!.:!? ch~y len L~.ng-Sdn, 

B~ng va ~ ~o den n~m 1625 thl mat n!n. 

NOTE: Practice reading this lesson at home until you 

can go through it with perfect ease and fluency. 

Cao-

VS. L 85 
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binh-quyEin 

chieu-t~p 

con rtl 

d!}i-binh 

danh thu~c d~c 

giao cho 

kh5i-ph~c 

nguin tat 

thu-d~ng 

tin dung 

tlnh-tr!}ng 

tr~n 

38 

military authority 

to call to arms 

son-in-law 

big army 

to pOison 

to entrust to 

to restore 

talented person 

to gather, employ 

to trust and use 

situation, state of affairs 

to escape 

vs. L 85 
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Ciu ht>i: 

1. Ong Nguy3n-Kim 1A ai? 

2. Ong Nguyln-Kim sang Ai-lao lAm gl? 
A 

3. Ong Tr\nh-Ki'm 1A ai? , 4. Ai gi~t Bng Nguyln-Kim? 

5. Sau khi Bng Nguyln-Kim ch~t, ai 10 vifc giflp vua nhl L" 

r 6. NhA L' vA nhA Mfc eI'.nh nhau trong bao nhi'u nlm? 

7. Tb nIm 1527 ~n nllm 1592, n1.l6c Vift b\ chia elBi & elau? 

B. Sau c~ nhA L8 hay nhA Tr\nh thlngt 

9. ThJ.ng-Long 11 gl? 

10. NhA Mfo thua chU eli elau? 

T~o ng~ Vift-Nam: 

"Lim thiy nhHiu rna, 

La. oha oon kho 1Iyohong." 

VS. L B5 
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BAr THU TAM MUOr SAU 

1. Dtnh: Ch~o anh L~i, nghe n6i anh stp cu~i v~ phLi 

kh8ng? 

2. L~i: D~ ph~i. B~y gi~ t6i ph~i s1m-s~a m~t it ~o-

~'ic. 

3. D: Anh mu~n mua gt? 

4. L: T8i mu~n mua m~t ~8i chi8u b8ng v~ m~t b~ b~n 

gh8 b~ng g~ g'lj. 

5. D: T8i chI cho anh m~t ndi ban b~n gh8 ch'iM-tr~ 

r~t c8ng-phu. Mlt bAn b~ng ~a clm-thfich l~y 

t~n D~-Ning. 

6. L: Cam dnanh, ~a clm-th'ich tht ~~p nhUng dtt qua. 

T8l se mua ~o to~n b~ng g~ rOi m~i tuan ch\u kho 

danh xi m~t 1an cho bong thl cung ~~p viy. 

7. D: D~ t6i ~ua anh t~i ~o coi nh~. NBu co b~ n~o v~ 

y anh tht anh d!j.t m~t 

mang b~n gh~ l~i nh~ 

it tien C9C, roi khi nlo hq 
I 

anh se tr! th&m. 

8. L: Cam dn anh 11m. Mua ban gh~ xong t6i cUng mu~n 

t~i ti~m thuac mua thu~c nh~c dau. 

9. D: Xong roi anh c~n ph!i ~i ~€u ntla kh6ng? 

10. L: Co 1e t8i se ~i h~t toc. Th8i, chung ta ~~n 

ti~m ban b~n gh~ ~i ~~ khbt bb ph! tht gi~. 

VS. L 86 
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LeUOD 86 

1. Dinh: Hi 1411 I heard that you're going to get 

married, are you? 

2. L~i: Yes. I have to go shopping for a few things now. 

3. D: What would you like to buy? 

4. L: I want to buy a pail' of mats with design. on them 

and one set of furni tur8 made wi th It 8'11" • 

5. D: I'll show you a place where they sell furniture 

which is decorated with meticulously worked carvings. 

The tops of the tables are made of marble brought 

all the way from Dl-Ning. 

6. L: Thank you, marble is beautiful but too expensive. 

I'll buy all wood, then if I wax it once a week 

it will be as shiny and beautiful. 

7. D: Let me take you to that place. If you like any set 

you just pay a small deposit, then you pay the 

rest when the set is delivered to your house. 

8. L· Thank you very much. After shopping for the furni­

ture I'd like to go to a drug store to buy some 

medicine for a headache. 

9. D: After that, do you have to go anywhere else? 

10. L· Perhaps I'll go and get a haircut. Well, let's 

go to the furniture store now so we won't waste 

time. 
VS. L 86 




