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PART I..-HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

The Medal of Honor is the highest military award for bravery that 
ca.n be given to any individual in the United Sta.tes of America.. Con· 
ceived In the ea.dy 1860's and first prl*Bnted in 1863, the medal has II. 
colorfnland inspIring history which has culminated in the standards 
applied today for awardinl!' this respected honor. 

In their provisions for Judging whether a man is entitled to the 
Medal of Honor, eaeh of the armed services has set up regulations 
which permit no margin of doubt or error. The deed of the person 
must be proved by incontestable evidence of at least two eyewitnesses; 
it must he so outstanding that it clearly distinguishes his gallantry 
beyond tl;!e e&l1 of duty from lesser forms of bravery; it must involve 
the risk of his life; and it must be the type of deed which, if he had 
not done it, would not subject him to any justified criticism. 

A recommendation for the Army or Air Force Medd must be made 
within 2 years from the date of the deed upon which it depends. 
Award of the medal must he made within 3 years after the d!l.te of the 
deed. The recommend!!.tion for a Navy Medal of Honor must be m!l.de 
within 3 years 1tlld awarded within I) years. 

Ap!!.rt from the great honor which it conveys, there are certain 
small pri?ileges which accompanv the ;\fedal of Honor. Its recipients 
can, under certain conditions, obtain free military air transportation. 
A veteran who has been awarded the medal for combat in any war is 
eligible for a special pension of $100 per month, starting from the date 
he applies for the pension. 

The Medal of Honor is presented to its recipients by a high official 
"in the name of the Congress of the United States." For this reason 
it is sometimes called the Congressional Medal of Honor. 

As a genera.! rule, the Medd of Honor can be earned-by a deed of 
personal bravery or self·sacrifice above Rnd beyond the call of duty­
only while a person is a member of the American Armed Forces in 
actual combat with an enemy of the Nation. This WIlS the case, for 
example, during World Wars I and IT and the Korean conflict. How· 
ever, the Navy Medal of Honor could be and has been on several 
occasions awai:ded to noncomb&tants. 

On a few, rare occasions, the Congress of the Cnited States has 
awarded special Medals of Honor for individual exploits taking 
place in peacetime. Such a Medal of Honor waS awarded Capt. Charles 
A. Lindberjl;h for his "heroic courage and skill as a navigator, at the 
risk of his life, for his nonstop flight in his airplane from New York 

it} 
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to Paris, FThflce, 2D-21 :May 1927." In peace or war, this medal is the 
highest decoration which can be given in anv of the Armed Forces--­
Army, Navy, :Marine Corps, Air Force, or Coast Guard. 

"IN THE NAME OF THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES· . 
The Medal of Honor was not the idea of anyone Americall.' Like 

most of the ideas which have flowered into institutions and practices 
in our Nation, it was the result of !}'Oup thought and action and 
evolved in response to a. need of the times. 

In the winter of 1861-62, following the beginning of Iwstilities in 
the Civil War, there was much thought in Washington concerning the 
necessity for recognizing the deeds of the Amerlc.an soldiers, sailors, 
and marines who were distinguishing themselves in the fighting. 

The American Nation, which had given little thonght to its Armed 
Forces during times of peace, now found them to be the focal point of 
a.ttention. The serviceman, unpublicized and isolated durmg the 
preceding years, manv of which were spent p>a.rding the national 
frontiers against Indian raids and the coastlIne aga.illst smugglers, 
now beca.me a great looming figure in the fight to preserve the Union. 
Overnight, he ceased to be Ii man plying some remote and mysterio~s 
trade out on the plains of Kansas or North Dakota, or on some slup 
at sea. He was the boy next door, or indeed the son of the household, 
sent out to fight for a cause that, in a verv real sense, lay close to home. 

His contribution was not just in fighting, but in fighting gallantly, 
sometimes displaying a sheer heroism which, when looked upon by 
the Nation in whose name it was called forth, quite naturally caused 
that Nation to seek some means of rewarding him. 

But the thought did not stop there. For the first time since the 
Revolution, Am-erieans realized not only what important citizens 
its soldiers, sailors, and marines were1 but how important they ha.d 
always been. Thev realized that the tar-off lonely trooper, walking 
his post on the frontier, or the equally lonely sailor or marine standing 
watch from the bridjze of his ship .. t. Sea along the coast, during the 
yt'.ars of "peace," had been doing the same essential work as that of 
the soldier, sailor, or marine of the Civil War-protecting the Nation. 
And they realized that in doing this work they had very often dis­
played a Iittle·known and unreco!!IIir<:ed heroism which, by its nature, 
rendered them capable of being killed in action in their posts of duty, 
just as thev could have been during the winter of 1861-62. 

In looklng back for a precedent for honoring our servicemen, 
Americans could note the "Certificate of Merit," which had been 
authorized for soldiers in 1B41. OriJlinallv this award did not provide 
a medal, but rather a certifica.te signed by 'the President. Later, in 1905, 
a medal and ribbon bar for wear on the uniform were authorized. 
Congress also passed a provision that holders of the certificate who 
were still in t.he service should have extra pay of $2 per month. But 
money .. lone could not honor the servicemen for his deed. 

There also had been a method of honoring officers by means of 
the "brevet" system of promotions, whereby an officer mentioned 
for galla.ntry in dispatches could be granted a "brevet rank" higher 
than that of his actual rank, and be entitled to wear the insignia 
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which went with the bro~et. But this system had fallen victim to a 
series of political abuses, and by'lS61 much of its honor had grown 
meaningless. 

The best precedent for honoring servicemen __ d the only preetr 
dent in our Nation's history which had involved the award of dooom· 
tions-went back to 1182. On August 7' of that year, in Newburg, N.Y., 
George Washington had created the Purple Heart as a decoration 
for "singular meritorious a.ction." Three men had received the award 
in 1783. The records show no others. 

The philosophy behind the Purple Heart had besn that since his 
honor IS something which no true soldier, sailor or marine likes to 
talk about, those who so1J2'ht to honor him should give him a token 
of that honor which he coufd wear without words. 

A similar philosophy and purpose chara.cterized the American pe0-
ple and the Congress of the United States in 1861. Senator James W. 
Grimes, of Iowa, took the lead as chairman of the Senate NavaLCom­
mitj;ee. He introduced a bill to create a Navy medal. It was passed by 
both Houses of Congress and approved by President Abraham Lin­
coln on December 21, 1861. It established a Medal of Honor for en­
listed men of the Navy and Marine Corps-the first decoration for­
mally authorized by the American Government to be Worn as a badge 
of honor. 

Action on the Army medal was started 2 months later, when, on 
February 17, 1862, Senator Henry Wil'lOll, of MllSSII.Chusetts, intro­
duced a Senate resolution providmg for lresentation of "medals of 
honor" to enlisted men of the Anny and 'oluntary Forces who "shall 
most distinguish themselves by tlieir gallantry in action, and other 
soldierlike qualities." 

President Lincoln's approval made the resolution law On July 12, 
1862. It was amended by an act approved on March 3, 1863, which 
extended .its provision to include officers as well as enlisted men, and 
m .. de the provisions retroactive to the beginning of the Civil W .. r. 

This legislation W9.S to stand as the basis upon which the Army 
Medal of Honor could be awarded until July 9, 1918, when it was 
superseded by a completely revised statute. 

As soon as the Navy Medal of Honor had been authorized, Secre­
tary of the Navy Gideon Welles wrote to James Pollock:, Director of 
the U.S. Mint at Philadelphia., asking for his assistance in obtaining 
a design for the medal. Pollock ho.d submitted five desigus to the 
Navy by the time the Army bill had been introduced in the Senate. 
When he heard that a similar medal was beinsl considered for the Army, 
Pollock wrote to Secretary of War Edwin 11:. Stanton, enclosing one 
of the designs propared for the Navy, and pointing out that it would 
be approprIate for use by the Army a.s well. Two more designs were 
submltted to the Navy on May 6, 1862, and on May 9, the Navy 
RpproVed One of them. 

In bas-relief, on the star, the Union held a shield in her right hand 
against an attacker, who crouched to the left, holding forked-tongued 
serpents which struck at the shield. In the left hand of the Union 
was held the fasces, the ancient Roman symbol of unified authority! 
an ax bound in staves of wood-£till a common symbol on many 01 
our 1(} .. oont pieces. The 34 stars which encircle these figures represent 
the number of States at the time the medal was designoo. The reverse 
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of the medal bore a blank for the name of the awardee and the date 
and plaee of his deed. 

On November 17, 1862, the War Department contracted with the 
firm of William Wilson & Son, Philadelphia, where the Navy medals 
were being made, for 2,000 of the srune type of medals for Hie Army. 
The onlvdifferenca between the Army medal and that of the N avv 
was that the Army medal instead of being attached to its ribbon by 
an Mehor, was attached by mea.ns of the American Eagle symbol, 
.tanding on cro...,d cannon and cannon bells. 

And now the Navy and the Army had a Medal of Honor. Heroic 
deeds would entitle their authors to the decoration. On March 25, 18631 the first Army medals were awarded "in the name of the Congress 01 
the United States." A few days later, on April 3, 1863, the first Navy 
medals were awarded sailors and marines. 

PROTECTING THE MEDAL 

There were some sincere men who believed that the idea of a Medal 
of Honor would not prove popular with Americans. By the end of the 
Civil War, and in succeeding years, this view was defIDitely proved to 
be incorrect. If anything! the medal was too popular, and the glory 
which it conferred upon Its recipients had the effect of inspiring the 
human emotion of e.nvy in many breasts: A flood of imitations sprang 
up following the Civil War, and had the effect of causinl!' Congress, 
eventually, to take steps to protect the dignity of the original medal. 

The abuses and confusion as to who earned and who did not earn 
the Medal of Honor were stated as early as 1869, when M. H. Beau­
mont, publisher of a magazine named The Soldier's Friend, wrote 
from New York to the War Department, indicating that he had been 
repeatedly requested to publish the names of all Medal of Honor 
recipients. 

"There are some who are using medals for the purpose of soliciting 
"harity," he wrote, "who obtained them surreptitiously." 

Adjutant General Townsend agreed that the publication of a list 
would be it good idea. He pointed out that some of the awardees had 
never applied for their medals, and that publication might help lead 
to their delivery. A list was sent to Beaumont on september 29, 
1869, and !:,ublished in The Soldier's Friend shortly afterward. 

The number of abuses rose-with increased applications by ex-sol­
diers, who, following the Civil War, began to present clainIs for the 
Medal of Honor without any sound documentation, and after passage 
of an inordinate amount of time from the date.q upon which they 
alleged to have been earned. These events led to the creation of boards 
?f review, not only of individual acts, but of the whole policy involved 
In the award to the Medal of Honor. 

Public interest in the history of the medal was quickened. Four' 
editions o( a book edited by Brig. Gen. Theophilus F. Rodenbaugh, 
himself a medal recipient, were published in rapid SUC<leSSion. These 
were entitled "Uncle Sam's Medal of Honor Men" (1886), "The 
Bravest Five Hundred of '61" (1891), "Fighting for Honor" (1893), 
and "Sabre and Bayonet" (1897). 

President Harry S. Truman, in 1946, ordered the Navy and the 
Army to publish information on the Medal of Honor recipients in their 
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respective services. In July 1948. the United States Army published 
the information in .. book entitled "The Medal of Honor of the 
United Sta.tes Army." In 19411, the Navy published a 'book entitled 
"M~,dal of Honor", The Navy." In oornpiling this report, the subcom­
mittee is indebtea to both of these publications and has used a great 
deal of material from each. 

Interest in perpetuating the ideals of ,the medal was mounting on 
the palt of medal recipients themselves. On April 23, 1890, the Medal 
of Honor Legion was organized at Washington as a local society. It 
was made .. nation .. 1 organization during tile grsnd encampment of 
the Gmnd Am'Y of the Republic in Boston, on August 14, 1890, and 
Wl\S incorpomted by Act of Congress on August 4, 1955. Today it is 
known as the Legion of Valor of the United States of America. 

The Congt""'Sional Medal of Honor Society of the United States, was 
ehartered by the 85th Congress under a legislative act signed into law 
by President Eisenhower on August 14, 1958. 'l'he purposes of the 
societyare-, 

"To form a bond of friendship and commdeship among an 
holders of the Medal of Honor. 

"To protect, uphold, and preserve the dignity and honor of 
the medal at all tunes and on all oocasions. 

"To protect the name of the medal, and individual holders of 
the medal from exploitwtion. 

"To provide app~riat.e aid to all persons to whom the medal 
has been awarded, their widows or their children. 

"To serrn our country in peace as we did in WIiJ.'. 

"To inspire and stimulate our youth to become worthy citizens 
of our country. 

"To footer and perpetuate Americanism. 
"The Society will Mt participate in local or national politics, 

nor will the Society lend Its support for the purpose of obtaining 
speciullegislative considerations." 

On June 26, 1897, the Secretary of War, R. A. Alger: announced 
that J:>aragraph 177 of the Army regulations was revised, at the 
direction of President William McKinley, and thwt new regulwtions 
would henceforth define the award of the Medal of Honor. 

The resulting regulwtions gil. ve the War Department an authorative 
,md comprehensive system for dealing with award of the medaL Later, 
an act of Congress, approved on April 24, 1904, made it mandatory 
that .. II claims for the medal should he accompanied by official docu­
ments d_ribing the deed involved. 

At about the same time, the design of the Arm,! Medal of Honor waS 
changed. Initially, the Army and Navy Medal 0 Honor were the same 
design, except thwt the Navy meda.! was attached to its ribbon by an 
anchor while the Army medal was attached to its ribbon by means of 
the American Eagle, standing on erossed cannon and cannon balls. 

Late in 1903, Brig. Gen. Homce Porter had several designs prepared 
by Messrs. Arthur, Bertmnd & Berenger, of Paris, and sent them 
to the Adjutant Geneml, recommendi~ that one of them. should he 
approved by the Medal of Honor Legion w hieb, at that time, was 
heade? b:'( Maj. Gen. Daniel E. Sickles. Following approval of this 
orgammtion, the Secretary of WaT approved the new design and a 
rosette., fixing his signature to the plan on January 28, 1904. 
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Just 2 weeks earlier, Representa.tive Corden Hull, m Tenn_, 
had introduced the act of 1004 providing for the c~ in issuance 
of the medal. It was approv;J 011 April 23, 1004, ana it authorized 
"three thousand medals of honor prepared • • • upon a new design." 

It remained only to protect the new design from abuse. Early in 
1904, a ,Patent was applied for, and on November 22, 1904, Gen. G. L. 
Gillesple was awarded Patent Serial No. 197,369, covering the new 
Medal m Honor, specified o...~ U.S. Patent Office Design No. 37,236. 
The final step for protection of the new design was takBIl on December 
19, 1904, when General Gillespie transferred the Medal m Horror 
patent "to W. H. Taft and his suooessor or successors a.s Secretary of 
War of the United States of America.." 

The medal as officially described is made of silver, heavily elec­
troplated in gold. The chief feature of the old medal, the five-pointed 
star, has !leen retained, and in its center appears the head of the heroic 
Minerva, the highest symbol of wisdom and righteous wII.r. Surround­
ing this central feature in cireular form are the words "United 
States of America" re~resenting nationality. An open laurel wreath, 
enameled in green, enCIrcles the· star, and the oak leaves at the bases 
of the prongs of the star are likewise enameled in green to give them 
prominence. 

The medal is susrnded by a blue silk ribbon, s~led with 13 
white stars representing the original States, and this nbbon is attaehed 
to an eagle supported upon a horizontal bar. Upon the bar, which i~ 
attaehed to two points of the star, appears the word "Valor," indica­
tive of the distinguished service represented by the medal. 

The reverse of the medal is plain so ohat the name of the recipient 
may be engraved thel'0On. On tho reverse of the bar are stamped 
the words "The Congress To." , 

The patent which had !leen takBIl out for proteCtion of the design 
of the medal expired on November 21, 1918. When this situation 
was referred to the Judge Advocate General of the Army for an opin­
ion, he stated that <this method of protecting the design should be 
replaced by legislative action forbidding inlitations on the part of 
C<>ngress.. A bill for this purpose was recommended by the Wat' 
Department, pasled. C<>ngress, and was approved by the President on 
February 24

j 
1923. Imitation of the deslgn of the medal waS now 

forbidden by aw. 
"THE PYlUMID OF HONOR" . 

The Medal of Honor, which had begun lIS an idea in the minds of 
a few people back in 1861, had become .. reality occupying the atten­
tion and ~nergies of marry Americans by 1004. Not all of the extraor­
dinary examples of courage or of service were of the type which 
would deserve the Medal of Honor. At the same tinle, all of them 
deserved recognition, and each degree of valor or service could be 
looked upon as 9. step in the direction of tha.t extrlLOrdinary service 
of heroism above and beyond the call of duty which is rewarded, 
once it has been proved, by' the award of the Meda.l of Honor. 

The problem of recognition of these lesser deeds wa.s solved by the 
creation of a system of decorations arranged in an ascending order, 
with the lowest awards being the most widely distributed-and the 
~Iedal of Honor as the final, supreme award, Its distribution linrited 
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strictly to the handful of those meeting the most severe test.<! of 
heroism. Thus, between the medals most widely distributed-and the 
Medal of Honor, held by only a few, there came all the other awards 
of Americans in uniform----...r"ranged as a "pyramid of honor," with the 
Medal of Honor being the highest point, at the very top. 

The legislation of 1904 gave the medal the maximum protection it 
had yet achieved. Now thought began to turn to the matter of pres­
entati,m of the medal as a means through which it could be further 
dignified. 

There had been a few scattered instances in which the medal was 
presented by the President or other high official. The six survivors 
of the Mitchell Raid through Georgia were awarded the first Army 
Medals of Honor on Mardi 25 1863, bv Secretary of War Stanton. 
After presentation of the medais in his 'office, Secretary Stanton then 
took tbe six to the White House for a visit with President Lincoln. 
A few days later, on April 3, 1863, the first Navy Medals of Honor 
were awarded to a number of sailors taking {'art in the attacks on 
Forts Jackson, Fisher, and St. Philip, on AprIl 24, 1862. 

When Ulysses S. Grant became President, he presented the medal 
in the White House on two separate occasions. While in some cases 
soldiers and sailors of the Civil War had been given their medals at 
military formations and mentioned in the orders of the day, there is 
only one OC<l8.Sion recorded in which this custom was continued after 
the Civil War. 

In some cases, the medals had been sent to a wardees by registered 
mail. And, unfortunately, in some cases these medals had been returned 
to the War and Navy Departments because the recipients who had 
earned them had been dischar~ and their whereabouts were unknown. 

On December 9, 1904, Mal. William E. Birkhimer, who had been 
a brigadier general of volunteers during the Spanish-American War 
and who was himself a medal recipient, suggested to the Military 
Secretary in Washington that "every pOssible attention should be 
paid to formality and solemnity of circumstance" whenever the medal 
was given to its recipients. His suggestion was passed up through 
channels to the Chief of Staft', and after extensive exchanges of cor­
respondence, President Theodore Roosevelt, on September 20 1905 
signed an Executive order directins that ceremonies of awa;:J "will 
always be made with formal and Impressive ceremonial," and that 
the recipient "will] when rracticable, be ordered to W ashi~, D.C., 
and the presentation wil be made by the President, as COmmander 
in Chief, or by such representative as the President may designate." 
If it should be impractIcable for the awardee to come to Washington, 
the order provided, the Chief of Staff would prescribe the time and 
place of the ceremony in each case. 

The first White House presentation of the medal under the terms of 
this order was made by President Roosevelt on J anual)' 10, 1906 . 

. On April 21, 1916, Congress approved an act whIch provided for 
the creation of .. "Medal of Honor Roll," upon which honorably dis­
charged medal recipients who earned the medal in combat and who 
had attained the age of 65 years were to be recorded, with each enrolled 
person to receive a special pension of $10 per month for life. The 
primary purpose of this act was to give medal recipients the same 
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special recognition shown to holders of similar British and French 
decorations for valor. Limiting the award to the. nominal sum of $10 
monthly emphasized that it was not given as a pension, but to provide 
a small amount for personal comforts in the advanced years of lim., 
at a time when needs are generally not very acute, especIally in eases 
in which the veteran is in receipt of pension benefits. The amount was 
not made larger both because it was contrary to the policy of Congress 
to recognize distinguished service by ~nsions, and because to combine 
an award for conspicuous gallantry WIth a pension would diminish the 
honor attached to the award of the medal. 

Tbe passage of this act marked the suceessful culmination of 8. 

26·yeo.r eliort by the Medal of Honor Legion-the organization of 
meda.I recipients which was fonned back in 1800-to obta.in in the 
words of one of its first documents, "such legislation from Congreas 
as will tend to give the Medal of Honor the BRme position amo~ 
the military orders of the world which similar medals occupy. 
Bills aimed at this type of legislation had ~ introduced into Con­
gress recurrently following the organization of the Medal of Honor 
I.egion-none of them meeting with success. 

The successful bill was introduced bI_ Representative Isaac R. Sher­
wood, of New York, who was a Civil War vetsmn, breveted hriaadier 
general bI Lincoln. He had fought in 43 ,battles, being under /[re 123 
days, and had been complimented in special orders for gallantry in 
action six times. He had led a full-dress congressional discussion of 
the Medal of Honor question on the Hoor of the House on July 6, 1914. 

The act of April 27, 1916, provided for enrollment "upon written 
application being made to the Secretary of the proper department"­
War or N avy-"snd subject to the condItions ILIld requirements herein­
after contained," of "the name of each survivin~ {>el'SOn who has 
served in the military or naval service of the Umted States in 1LIl~ 
war, who has attained or shan attain the 118" of sixty-five years • • •. ' 
It then laid down the condition that the applicant's Medal of Honor 
should have been earned by action involvmg actual conllict with o.n 
enemy, distinguished by conspicnous gallantry or intrepidity, at the 
risk of lim., above and beyond the call of duty. 

The set specified that the Secretary of War or of the Navy would 
be responsible to decide whether each applicant would be entitled to 
the benefits of the act. 
If the official award as originally made appeared to the War De­

partment to conform to the criterIa established ,by the statute, this 
automatically p-ntitled the applicant to the pension without further 
investigation. If, on the other hand, II. doubt arose as to whether or 
not the applicant was entitled to entry on the roll, then, to quote the 
aet further, "all official correspondence, orders, reJ'Orts, recommend ..... 
tions, requests, and other evidence now on file In any public office 
or depllrtment shall be considered" 

What was to be done if. after the consideration of these documents, 
the War Department felt that the applicant was ineligible was de­
fined on June 3, 1916, in section 122 of the Army reorganization bill_ 
This act provided for appointment by the Secretary of War of a board 
of five retired general officers for the purpose of "investigating; o.nd 
reporting upon past awards or issue of the &rcalled conw.-Ional 
medal of honor by or through the War Department; this WIth a view 
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to ascertain what medals ot honor, if any, have been awarded or issued 
for any cause other than distinllUished conduct 0 • 0 involving actual 
conflict with an enemy 0 0 0:' 

"And in any case," this oot continued, "in which said board sha.ll 
find and report that said medal was issued for any cause other than 
that hereinbefore specified, the name of the recipient of the medal so 
issued shall be stricken permanently from the officia.l Medal of Honor 
list. It shall be a misdemeanor for him to wea.r or publicly disl.'lay 
such medal, a.nd, if he shall still be in the Army, he shall be ~U1red 
to return said medal to the Wa.r Department for cancellation.' 
. :By October 16, 191~_ the Board createi8b this _ had met, 
gathered a.ll Medal of Honor reoords, re statistics, classified 
cases and organized evidence which miiht needed in its delibe1'&-
tions. Between October 16, 111161 and Ja.nuary 1'1', 191'1', all of the 
2,625 Meda.ls of Honor which had been awarded up to that time were 
considered by the Board, a.nd on February 15, 1917, 911 narnes were 
stricken from the list. 

Of these 1111 names, 864 were iovolved in one group--a case in which 
the meda.l had been given to members of a single regiment. The regi­
ment's (2'1'th Maine Volunteer Infantry) enlistment was to have 
expired in June of 1863. As an ioducement to keel.' the regiment on 
active duty during 9. critical period, President Lmcoln authorized 
Medals of Honor for any of its members who volunteered for another 
tour of duty. The SOil men. who volunteered for extended duty, in 
the face of more action and possible death, certsinly were demon­
strnting "soldierlike" qualities, and as such were entitled to the Medal 
under one proviso of the original law. But their act in no way meas­
ured up to the 1916 standards. A clerical error compounded the abuse. 
Not only did the 309 volunteers receive the medal, but the b&lance 
of the regiment, which h&d !!,one home in spite of the President's offer, 
was aW9.rded it &Iso. In thIS group case as well as in the remaioing 
47 scattered cases, the Board felt that the meda.l h&d not been properly 
awarded for distinguished services, by the definition of the act of 
June 3, 11llS. Among the 4'1' others who lost their medal was William 
F. Cody, better known as Buffalo Bill, and Ma.ry Walker, a Civil War 
surgeon &TId the only WOtnlli!l ever to receive the honor. 

In its final report, the Board indicated that io the large majority of 
c~ "the medals have been awarded for distinguished conduct in 
action, measuring that term by the highest standard, and there ca.n 
be no question as to the propriety of the award." 

In some cases, the Bo9.ro reported, the rew9.rds the men received 
were "greater than would now be given for the same acts," but in the 
absence of evidence to the contrary, "a.nd because there has been no 
high judicial interpret&tion of the Meda.l of Honor laws" the Boord 
found that there were ''but few instances where the medal has not 
been a warded for distinguished services." 

The 911 cases which did not pass the Board's investigation were 
turned over to the War Department, and against each of the names 
involved was st&mped the inscription "Stricken from the list February 
15l...1917, Adverse Action Meda1 of IIonor Board-A. G. 2411162." 

There h9.ve been no instance of c&llcellation of Medal of Honor 
awards withio the naval service. 



10 

This Board had few legal definitions to guide it in its work. It 
had to work with a quantity of regulations and precedents in making 
it" decisions, and thIS mass of information was uncoordinated and 
e\en, in some cases, conflicting. For example, the oot of April 27, 1916, 
provided for a "Medal of Honor Roll" for those who met the definition 
of valor above and beyond the call of duty; whereas the ori~al act 
creating the Medal on July 12, 1862, specified only gallantry In action 
and "otller soldierlike qualities" as the basis for award. 

In 1918, Congress decided to clear a way any inconsistencies of the 
legislation which had grown around the Army medal !lnd make a set; 
of perfectly ~lear rules for its award. On July 9, 1918, an act was 
approved whIch stated as follows: 

"* • • the provisions of existing law relating to the award of 
Medals of Honor * * • are amended so that the President is author­
ized to present, in the name of the <'A>ngress, a Medal of Honor only 
to each person who, while an officer or enlisted man of the Army, shall 
hereafter, in action involving actual conflict with !Ill enemy, distin­
guish himself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at risk of 
his life above and beyond the call of duty." 

At one stroke, by use of the word "hereafter," this legislation wiped 
out of existence the War Department's problem of acting on numerous 
ancient and complicated claims for medals originating as far back aa 
the Civil War. At the same time, it cl .. ",rly defined the type of deed 
which could earn a meda!' 

But the"", were not the only provisions of this 1918 act. It directed 
that enlisted men who were medal recipients should receive $2 per­
month extra in their miJjmry pay. This matter of an extra $2 per 
month was intertwined with the Certificate of Merit. The 1918 legisla­
tion abolished the Certificate of Merit and replaced it by 1\ new 
medal-the Distinguished Service Medal-lltill remining the extra 
pay feature. 

The Distinguished Service Cross was brought int<:> existence to more 
fully single out and honor combat gallantry. The Committee on 
Military Affairs, which had prepared the bIll, stated that, "It is 
beli,wed Ihat if " secondarv medal • * * had been authorized in 
the past:, the award of the * • • Medll1 of Honor would have been 
much more jealously j:(Uarded than it was for many years. And it 
is certain that the establishment of snch a secondary medal now will 
go far toward removing the temptation to laxity with regard to future 
awards of the greater meda!''' 

However, it would have been illogical to have a "secondary" 
medal which carried the old Certificate of Merit provision for $2 extra 
pay per month, while the "greater m .. .dal"-the Medal of Honor­
had no such provision attached t<> it. Therefore, the extra pay feature 
was added to the award of the Medal of Honor. 

But possibly the most important and far-reltching effect of this 
1918 legislation was the fact that for the first time in American 
history It was estlliblished by law that there were degrees of "ervice 
to the c,ountry, each worthy of recognition, but only one of which could 
be ac.corded supreme recognition. In addition to the Distinguished 
Service Cross, the 1918 act also created the Army Distinguished 
Service Medal and the Army Silver Star Citation, each of them lower 
in precedence. The Silver Smr became a formal decoration, with its 
own distinctive ribbon, in 1932. 
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The building of the "Py.ramid pf Honor" had begun. At the (GP' 
most point of this pyramid, the Nation had placed the Medal of 
Honor, restricting its award to only the handful who could qualify by 
the most rigid definition of courage. Underneath it had been placed 
the Distinguished Service Cross, WIth its restrictions leSS rigid, allow· 
ing more people to qualify for its award. Once this precedent had been 
set, the way was made dear for all the other decorations which have 
since been created to meet specific needs during our military history. 
Beneath the Distinguished Service Cross came the Distinguished Servo 
ice Medal, which can be awarded for exceptionally meritorious service 
against an armed enemy; then the Silver Star; later, the Legion of 
Merit; the Soldier's MedEl; the Purple Heart (revived on Foorua.ry 
22,1932) ; and the others-each in its order of "rank," or importance. 

This legislation also made it clea.r that recommendations for such 
Army awards had to be made within 2 years after the act involved, 
and la.id down the time limit of 3 years as that in which the medals 
involved could be issued, following the date of the act meriting their 
award. It provided that not more than one medal should be issued 
to anyone person, but that for each succeeding act justifying the 
award a suitable bar or other device could be awarded by the Presi­
dent. The President was authorized to delegate award of all four 
medals with which this 1918 act was concerned-the MedEl of Honor, 
Distinguished Service Cross, Distinguished Service Medall and Silver 
Star-to comnllrnding generals of armies or higher units m the field. 

A second Medal of Honor, commonly referred to as the (new) 
Medal of Honor, was approved by act of Congress of February 4, 
1919, for award to any person in the naval service of the United 
States who while in action involving "actual conllict" with the enemy 
distinguished himself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity a.t 
the risk of his life above a.nd beyond the call of duty and without 

I detriment to the mission. The old Medal of Honor was ret.ained for 
noncombat service. 

The second (new) Medal of Honor was designed by Tiffany & Co., 
New York, N.Y. a.nd is a gold cross pattee supenmposed upon a 
wreath of leaves. The center of the cross bears the arms of the United 
States, fmmed by the inscription "United States Navy, 1917-1918" 
and each a.rm of the cross contains an 8.I!<:hor. The reverse has a. 
small blllJlk circle in the center for irulcription of the name of the 
recipient. The meda.l is suspended from a rinbon consisting of a triple 
chevron of 13 white stars on a. light blue field, the star at the pomt 
of the chevron bei ng uppermost. At the crest of the ribbon is a bar 
which bears the single word "V .. lour." It is worn at the neck as a 
pendant, suspended from the band by mea.ns of its ribbon. The ribbon 
bar worn in lieu of either the original Medal of Honor or the second 
Medal of Honor is light blue and is embroidered with ;; white stars. 

The act of Coru!:ress. a.pproved February 41 1919, which established 
the second Na.vy lfedal of Honor, also proVlded for the adoption of 
a Navy Distinguished Service Medal, a Na.vy Cross and a gold star 
to be awarded in lieu of a second or additional award of any Na.vy 
decoration. On March 6, 1919, Secreta.ry of the Navy .foseph1lll 
Daniels appointed a Special Board of A w9.rds to recommend l?"'"­
sons of the Naval establoshment and members of the military servIces 
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of ~he Allies whose services during :w odd War I were deemed worthy 
of recognition by the Navy. Many of the recommendations submitted 
by the Boord for the newly adopted deeorations were approved by 
Sooretary Daniels, a'od were I?rtlSented in Washington and at numerous 
military installations at spooial ceremonies on Armistice Day, Novem­
ber 11, 1920. As a result of the Board's action and Secretary Daniel's 
approvaJ, five enlisted men of the Marine Corps who were awarded the 
Army Medal of Honor for their services in Fra.nce i'n lIns were also 
awarded the Navy Medal of Honor for the same semoo. 

In addition to these five enlisted men, one enlisted man and one offi­
cer of the JI,[arine Corps received the seoond (new) Medal of Honor 
for semce in France dm-ing World War 1_ The only other award 
of this distinctive decoration was made for a.etion ahove and beyond 
the call of duty in Nicaragua in 1927. While the United States was 
not at war with Nicaragua, it WIIS ruled by the Judge AdVOCAte Gen­
eral of the Navy that we were at war with 'the bandits who were fight­
ing the Nicagaragnan Government. Therefore, the Medal of Honor 
W!IS awarded for combat service. 

One (old) Medal of Honor was awarded for ""'moo in Nicaragua in 
1932 for service not in action a.ga,inst the enemy. 

The second (new) Medal of Honor was made obsolete by an a.et of 
Congre&l approved August 7, 1942. This act restored the dual status 
of the old Medal of Honor, thereby authorizing its award for oomOOt 
or noneombat service above and beyond the call of duty. It also re­
versed the relative position of the Distinguished Service Medal and 
Navy Cross and established the Silver Star, the Legion of Merit) and 
the Navy and Marine Corps Medal !IS Navy deoorations. In addItion, 
it also abolished duplication of awards. 

Sinee most of the legislation defining a.ll these points was not passed 
until close to the end of World War I, only four Army Medals of 
Honors were approved before the Armistice. 

In order to Illsure fairness to all, Gen. John J. Pershing issued 
instructions to various commanding officers of the American ExpOO.i. 
tionary Forces to submit recommendations for award of the Metal of 
Honor, Distins-uished Service Cross, and Distinguished·ServieeMedal. 
RecommendatIons were to come from regimental commar .3~l"S, or, in 
the cases of men not in regiments, from the commanders corresponding 
as nearly as possible to the grade of regimental commander. General 
Pershing also appointed a board of offieers at his hmdquarters to con­
sider ",.commendations for the decorations. The recommendations 
so screened were then passed on to the Commander in G'hief. 

};'rom these procedures there ev01l·OO the methods of examining 
possible awards which were used throughout World War II. Among 
the major requirements established at Headquarters, AEF, was one 
which specified that each reeommendation for" Medal of Honor must 
cite" specific a.etion on a particular day or in " particular engagement, 
!(iving the place nnd details of the nction and the numbers of troops 
mvol ved. It was nlso specified that each recommendation must be 
accompanied by sworn statements of two or more persons who were 
eve-witnesses of the action for which the medal was recommended . 
. Five days after the Armistice, General Pershing not only direeted 

that a careful review be made of each case which had been submitted 

.-. .. 

-
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for award of the Distinguished Service Gross, but he also sent to head­
quarters of each division an officer thoroughly familiar with the forms 
necessary to substantiate awards of the Medal of Honor. He ordered 
that the$ officers were to be given every possible assistance in obtain­
ing necessarv eyidence for Medal of Honor award in these cases, so 
that the Dibiinguished SerYice Cross would not be given when a case 
merited the Medal of Honor. 

Up to November 23, 1918, 24 Medsl of Honor recommendations 
had been received in the Personnel Bureau, AEF, and 4 approved, as 
mentioned above. As of that date, the Personnel Bureau became the 
Personnel Division of The Adjutant General's Ollie>:), U.S. Army, and 
Lt. Col. J. A. Ulio continued as chief of the Decorations Section 
within this new Division. 

Medal of Honor recommendations and those pertaining to other 
de<'"rations were handled at General Pershing's headquarters at Ghau­
mont\ France, between November 1918 and July 1919. They were 
submItted to the War Department, and during this period 78 Medal 
of Honor awards were made .. 

('rllneral Pershing personally reviewed each recommendation and the 
supporting documents. 

Following 'Vorld War I, Army regUlations were changed so that 
not more than one medal could be issued to one person, as directed 
by the 1918 legislation. Up to that time five men had been awarded 
two Aledals of Honor. 

Until June 30, 1921, the Badge and Medal Section in The Adjutant 
General's Ollice functioned within very limited areas of administra­
tion. On that date, the Secretary of War directed The Adjutant 
General to take over all operating functions connected with the award 
of Army medals and decorations. 

The last Medal of Honor which could be a warded under the legis­
lations of 1915-which specified that the award could be made not 
more than 3 years from the date of the act which won it-was presented 
to the American Unknown Soldier on Armistice Day of 1921. The 
bill which allowed it to be awarded to an unidentified soldier was 
signed by the President on August 24, 1921. 

The medal was pinned on the flag draping the coffin of the Unknown 
Soldier at Arlington National C.emeterv by President Warren G. 
Harding, at servIceS in the amphitheater of the cemeterv. At the 
same time, the President pinned to the flag high awards· of Great 
Britain, France, Belgium, Italy, Rumania, Czechoslovakia! and 
Poland. All of these nations had authorized award of their hIghest 
decorations to the American U nknowlI Soldier, and the ceremony was 
attended by dignitaries of each of the$ countries. 

During the post-World War I period speci"l congressional action 
"nd Executive orders allowed the award of the Medal of Honor to 
Unknown Soldiers of nations which had been our allies in the conflict. 
On March 4, 1921, an act was approved awarding the medal to the 
Unknown British and French Soldiers, and on October 12, 1921, jj. 
similar act awarded it to the Italian Unknown Soldier. 

Authorization to award the medal to the Belgian Unknown Soldier 
was given by Executive order of the President on December 1 1922, 
and a similar authorization was given in the case of the Unbown 
Rumanian Soldier OIl June 6, 1923. 

85-8720--73---3 
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The Medal of Honor WIIB also .. warded to the Unknown American 
of World War II by act of Congress approved Mareh 9, 1948, lllld 
tn the Unknown American of the Korean Conflict by act of Congress 
approved August 31,1957. 

In the winter of 1919-20, there waH some discussion of changing 
the design of the Army medal once again, in order tn beautify it hut 
the prevailing opinion was in favor of leaving it unchanged, and the 
desigu remained the same as it is today. 

During the period of 1927..,<\Q the Army War College, which has 
the miSSIOn of training seled.ed officers for duty with the General 
Staff of the War Department and for high command, made studies 
of the principles and technical aspaetH of administration of Medal of 
Honor awards. Ten student officers had been assigned to make a 
study of the system of rewards in t.he Army lIB early as 1924. Three 
years later, in 1927, using the earlier stud:)' as a guide and source of 
material, a study of greater scope WIIB finished at the War College. 
It embraced a full analysis of existing systems of rewards and commen­
dations, and proposed revisions of them to "make available tn more 
men and organizations the award of decorations and commendations 
in one fonn or-another." 

This recommendation was based upon the belief of the student 
officers that "in our army, we, up to tbe present time, have not fully 
taken advantage of this means of Improving morale." 

A third studyofthe subject was made later. 
When the tIme limitation on awards of the medal-oontained in 

the 1918 1~s1ation_xpired for the second time, on April 7\ 1923, 
many apphcations for War Department decorations which already 
had been filed with the Department. during the first 4 postwar years 
.-till remained pending in the archives of The Adjutant General and 
t.he Genem! Staff. On May 26,1928, an extension was made part of 
an ad of Congress in order tn allow clearing up of these cases, It 
provided for consideration of recommendations pending at that. date 
In the War and Navy DepartmentH and the Marine Corps, with awards 
t.o be made in such cases as could be shown worthy, 

On October 14, 1927, The Permanent Board of Awards was estab­
lished by the Secretary of t.he Navy Curtis D. Wilbur to consider 
recommendations for a wards of naval decorations to members of the 
military forces and tn those attached to or serving with the Navy in 
any capacity. The Board was composed of two rear admirals of the 
line of the Navy and a brilllt<iier general of the Marine Corps, with a 
lieutenant commander of tne line of the Navy who served as recorder. 
The ranks and the number of members composing the Board have 
varied t.hrough the years, depending on conditions of world affairs, 
ftnd the name of the Board was changed tn Navy Department Board 
of Decorations and Medals. 

During World War II and the Korean conflict, the Secretary of the 
Navv delegated authority to certain desiguated commands' in the 
theaters of operations to award decorations without reference to the 
Secretary of the Navy (Navy Department Board of Deoomtions and 
Medals), Such authority excluded the Medal of Honor, the Distin­
guished Service Medal, • .Il awards to flag officers, the Navy and Marine 
Corps Medal, and unit awards, 

-
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All of these procedures "",d pOlicies, based uyon congressional leg­
islation, may seem dry and uninteresting, Legs. terminology does not 
make for glamour. Records of proceedings of a board of reVIeW do not 
lend themselves to heroics. And the l.'recise wording of regulations 
and bulletins, spelling out the law WIth care and repetition hardly 
constitutes the materIal of an adventure story. But it is precisely 
Decau.ge of these legalistic safeguards that the Medal of Honor is a 
symbol of such glOrIOUS tradition today. The hours which were spent­
thousands of them-from 1861 to the present day in the work of leg­
islation, definition, administration, review of applications and recom­
mendations, were unglamorous hours which pamfully built the firm 
base for the l.'innacle which bears the Medal of Honor. As a result of 
this painstekmg work, the Nation was prepared, when World War II 
struck, to administer a swift and accurate reward for many provable 
Cll.8eS of valor in action. 

Through legislation, p,recedent, and procedure, America has built 
its "Pyramid of Honor.' The Medal of Honor now stands where it has 
boon intended all throngh its history that it should stand-at the top 
of that pyramid. 



PART H.-CITATIONS OF AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF 
HONOR OF THE VIETNAM CONFLICT 

Medals Awarded 1964 Through 1972 

[A8terisk (-) Indicates Posthumous Award] 

VIETNAM CONFLICT 

YOUNG, GERALD O.--Captun Young was commanding D. helicopter in D. rescue 
team to aid ground troops in imminent danger ot death or capture. Atter two 
helicopters bad been shot down by heavy enemy weapons, Captain Young 
was advisro to abandon the rescue mission. Ignoring intense enemy fire and 
great personal danger, Captain Young nevertheless chose to remain until 
all survivors were aboard. As 1t then took oft', his helicopter was destroyed 
by ground fire and burst into Bames. Disregarding seriOus burns, Captain 
Young r escued ODe ot the wounded aDd then evaded enemy fire for 17 bours, 
declining to accept rescue until hostile forces had withdrawn. 

NO'l'IC : The sketch above wae prepared bl Bay Scarfo. 

(17) 
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"ALBANESE, LEWIS 
Rank and organieation: Private First Class, United States Army, 

Company B, 5th Battalion (Airmobile), 7th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Di­
vision. Place and date: Republic of Vietnam, 1 December 1966. 
Entered service at: Seattle, Wash. Date and plfWl! of birth: April 27, 
1946, Venice, Italy. G. O. No.: 12, 3 April 1008. Oitatwn: For con· 
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life 
and beyond the call of duty. Private Albanese's platoon, while ad· 
vancing through densely covered terrain to establish a blocking posi­
tion, received intense automatic weapons fire from close range. As 
other members maneuvered to assault the enemy position. Private 
Albanese was ordered to provide security for the left flank of the 
platoon. Suddenly, the left flank received fire from enemy located in a 
well.concealed ditch. Realizing the imminent danger to his comrades 
from this fire, Private Albanese fixed his bayonet and moved aggres­
sively intc the ditch. His action silenced the sniper fire, enabling the 
platcon to resume movement toward the main enemy position. As the 
platoon continued to advance, the sound of heavy firing emanated 
from the left flank from a pitched battle that ensued in the ditch 
which Private Albanese had entered. The ditch Was actually a well· 
organized. complex of enemy defenses designed to bring devastating 
flanking firo on forces attacking the main position. Private Albanese, 
disregarding the danger to himself, advaneed 100 meters along the 
trench and killed six of the snipers, who were armed with automatic 
weapons. Having exhausted his ammunition, Private Albanese was 
mortally wounded when he engaged and killed two more enemy soldiers 
in .fierce hand to hand combat. His unparalled actions saved the 
lives of many members of his platoon who otherwise would have fallen 
to the sniper fire from the diooh, and enabled his platoon to success­
fully advance against an enemy force of overwhelming numerical 
superiority. Private Albanese's extraordinary heroi8IIl and supreme 
dedication to his comrades were commensurate with the finest tradi­
tions of the military service and remain a tribute to himself, his unit, 
and the United States Army. 
"ANDERSON, ,TAMES, JR. 

Rank att!d organization: Private First Class, l:nited States Ml>rine 
('.A)rps, 2nd Platoon, Company F, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Ml>rines, 3rd 
~farine Division. Place and date: Republic of Vietnam, 28 Feb· 
ruary 1967. Entered .en.u:e at: Los Angeles, Calif. Date att!d pllJ£e of 
birth: January 22, 1947, Los Angeles, Calif. Oitaticn: For con· 
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity I>t the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty. Company F was advancing in dense jungle 
northwest of Cam Lo in an effort to extract a heavily besieged recon­
naissance patrol. Private First Class Anderson's platoon was the lead 
element and had advanced only about 200 meters when they were 
brought under extremely intense enemy small anus and automatic 
weapons fire. The platoon reacted swiftly, getting on line as best they 
could in the thick terrain, and began returning fire. Private First 
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Class Anderson found himself tightly bunched together with the other 
members of the platoon only 20 meters from the enemy positions. As 
the fire fight continued several of the men were wounded by the deadly 
enemyascault. Suddenly, an enemy grenade landed in the midst of the 
Marines and rolled along side Private First Class Anderson's head. 
Unhesitatingly and with complete disregard for his own personal 
safety, he reached out, grasped the grenade, pulled it to his chest and 
curled around it as it went off. Although several Marines received 
shrapnel from the lI"enade, his body absorbed the major force of the 
explosion. In this slIlgularly heroic act, Private First Class Anderson 
saved his comrades from serious injury and possible death. His per­
sonal heroism, extraordinary valor, and inspirational supreme self­
sacrific,e refleeted great credit upon himself and the Marine Corps and 
upheld the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service. He 
gallantly gave his life for his country. 
'ANDERSON, RICHARD A. 

R!1IlIk aM organkati<m: Lance Corporal, United Stat"" Marine 
Corps, Company E, 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion, 3rd Marine Divi­
sion. Place aM date: Quan~ Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam, 
24 August 1969. Emered servwe at: Houston, Tex. Date and place of 
biTth: April 16, 1948. Washingt<m, D.C. Oitation: For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life aibove and beyond the 
call of duty while serving as an Assistant Team Leader With Com­
pany E, 3rd Reconn&issanee Bat,mlion! 3rd Marine Division, in con­
nection with oombat operations agaInst an armed enemy in the 

Republic of Vietnam. While conducting a patrol during the early 
morning hours of 24 August 1969, Lance Corporal Anderson's recon­
naissance team c&me under a heavy volume of automatic weapons and 
machine.gun fire from a numerically's superior and well concealed 
enemy force. Although painfully wounded in both legs and knocked 
to the ground during the initial moments of the fierce fire fight, I,ance 
Corporal Anderson assumed a prone position and continued to deliver 
intense suppressive fire in an attempt to repulse the attackers. Moments 
later he was wounded a second time by an enemy soldier who had 
approached to within eight feet of the team's positIOn. UndAunted, he 
continued to pour a relentless stream of fire at the assaulting unit, 
even while a companion was treating his leg wounds. ObserVIng an 
enemy grenade land between himself and the other Marine, Lance 
Corporal Anderson immediately rolled Over and covered the lethal 
weaJ,lOn with his body, absorbing the full effects of the detonation. By 
his mdomitable courage, inspiring initiative, and selfless devotion 
to duty, Lance Corporal Anderson was instrumental in saving 
several Marines from serious injury or possible death. His actions were 
in keeping with the highest traditions of the Marine C<:>rps and of 
the United States Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life in the 
service of his country. 
ANDERSON,WEBSTER 

Rank aM organization: Sergeant First Class, United States Army, 
Battery A, 2nd Battalion; 320th Artillery, 101st Airborne Infantry 
DiYision, (Airmobile). Place arul date: Tam Ky, Republic of Viet­
nam, 15 October 1967. Entered service at: Columbia, S.C. Date arul 
7)lo<Je of blrth: ,July 15, 1933, Winnsboro, S.C. Oitation: Sergeant 
First Class Webster Anderson (then Staff Sergeant), distingul,h.il 
himself by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action while 



20 

serving as Chief of Section in Battery A, 2nd Battalion, 320th Artil­
lery, 1018t Airborne Infantry Division (Airmobile) against a hostile 
force near Tam Ky, Republic of Vi~1;nam. During the early morning 
hours on 15 October 1967, Battery A's defensive position was attacked 
by a determined North Vietnamese Army Infantry mlit supported by 
heavy mortar, recoilless rifte, rocket propelled grenade "nd auto­
matic weapon fire. The initial enemy onslaught breached the battery 
defensive perimeter. Sergeant Anderson, witb complete disregard for 
his personal safety, mounted the exposed parapet of his howitzer 
position and became n,e mainstay of the defense of the battery position. 
Sergeant Anderson directed devastating direct howitzer fire on th,· 
assaulting enemy while providing rifle and grenade defensive fire 
against enemy soldiers attempting to overrun h,s gun section position. 
While protecting his crew and directing their fire against the enemy 
from hIS exposed position. Two enemy grenades exploded at his feet 
knocking hinl down and severely wounding him in the legs. Despite 
the excruciating pain and thongh not able to stand, Sergeant Anderson 
valorously propped himself on the parapet and contmued to direct 
howitzer fire upon the closing enemy and to enoourage his men to fight 
on. Seeing an enemy grenade land within the gun pIt near a wounded 
member of his gun crew, Sergeant Anderson heedless of his own 
safety, seized the grenade and attempted to throw it Over the parapet 
to save his men. As the greuade was thrown from the position it ex­
ploded and Sergeant Anderson was again greviously wounded. Al­
though only partially conscious and severely wounded, Sergeant 
Anderson refused medical eVlWuation and contmued to encourage his 
men in the defense of the position. Sergeant Anderson by his inspira­
tional leadership, professionalism, devotion to duty and complete. 
disregard for his own welfare wa" able to maintain the defense of his 
section position and to defeat a determined attlWk. Sergeant Ander­
son's conspicuous gallantry and extraordinary heroism at the risk of 
his own hfe ahove and beyond the call of duty are in the highest 
traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon hinlself, 
his unit, and the United States Army. 
*ASHLEY, EUGENE, JR. 

Rank and organization: Sergeant First Class, United States Army, 
Company C, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces. 
Place and date: Near Lang Vei, Republic of Vietnam, 6 & 1 February 
1968. Entd3red seT'IJice at: New York, N.Y. Date and pz.,we of birth: 
Oetober 12. 1931, Wilmington, N.C. Citation: Sergeant First Class 
Eugene Ashley, Jr., distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry 
and intrepidity while serving with Detachment A-101, Company C, 
5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces, near Lang 
Vei Special Forces Camp in the Republic of Vietnam. On 6th and 
7th Februarv 1968, Sergeant Ashley was the Senior Special Forces 
Advisor of " hastily organized assault force whose mission was to 
resrue entrapped United States Special Forces Advisors at Camp 
Lanl!' Vei. During the initial attack on the Special Forces camp by 
North Vietnamese Army Fomes, Serl!'eant Ashley supported the camp 
with hillh explosive and illumination mort"r rounds. 'When com­
munications were lost with the main camp, he assumed the additional 
responsibility of directing air strikes and artillery support. Sergeant 
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Ashley organized and equipped a small assault force composed of local 
friendly pel'SoIUlel. During the ensuing battle, Sergeant Ashley led a 
total of five vigorous assaults against the enemy, continously exposing 
himself to a voluminous hail of enemy grenades, machinegun and 
automatic weapons fire. Throughout these assaults, he was plagued 
by numerous OOobytrapped satchel charges in all bunkers on his 
avenue of approach. During his fifth and final assault, he adjusted 
air strikes neariy on top of his assault element, forcing the enemy to 
withdraw and reaultinf in friendly control of the summit of the hill. 
While exposing himsel to intense enemy fire, he was seriously wounded 
by machmegun fire but continued his mission without regard for his 
personal safety. After the fifth assault he lost consciousness and was 
carried from the summit by his comrades only to suffer a fatal wound 
when an enemy artillery round landed in the area. Sergeant Ashley 
displayed extraordinary heroism in risking his life in an attempt to 
save the lives of his entrapped comrades and commanding officer. 

-His total disregard for his own personal safety while exposed to enemy 
observation and automatic weapons fire was an inspiration to all men 
committed to the assault. The resolute valor with which he led five 
gallant charges placed critical diversionary pressure on the attacking 
enemy and his valiant efforta carved a channel in the overpowering 
enemy forces and weapons positions through which the survivors of 
Camp Lang Vei eventually escaped to freedom. Sergeant Ashley's 
conspicuous gallantry at the cost of his own life was in the highest 
traditions of the military service, and refloots great credit upon him­
self, his unit, and the 1::"mted States Army. 
·AUSTIN, OSCAR P. 

Rank IJI1ul orgamootion: Private J.)rst Class, 1::" nited States Marine 
Corl"'l Company E, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines 1st Marine Division 
(Rem), FMF. Place and date: West of DaNaug,R;;publicof Vietnam, 
23 February 1969. Entend aervWe at: Phoenix, AriZ. Date UJnd plac6 
of birth: .January 15, 1948, Nacogdoches, Tex. Oitation: For con­
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty while serviug as an Assistant Machine Gunner 
with Company E, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st Marine Division 
in conneetlOn with operations against enemy forces in the Republic 
of Vietnam. During the earlv morning hours of 23 February 1969, 
Privatc First CllUlS Austin's observation post was subjected to a fierce 
ground attack by a large North Vietnamese Army force supported by 
a heavy volume of handgrenades, satchel charges, and small arms fire. 
Observiug that one of his wounded companions had fallen tmconscious 
in a position dangerously exposed to the hostile fire, Private First 
Class Austin unhesitatingly left the relative security of his fighting 
hole and, with complete disregard for his own safety, raced across 
the fire-swept terrain to assist the Marine to a covered location. As he 
neared the casualty, he observed an enemy grenade land nearby and, 
reacting instantly, leaped betwoen the injured Marine and the lethal 
object, absorbing the effects of its detonation. As he ignored his pain. 
ful injuries and turned to examine the wounded man, he saw a North 
Vietnamese Army soldier aiming a weapon at hls unconscious com­
panion. With full knowledge of the probable consequences and think­
mg only to protect the Marine, Private First Class Austin resolutely 
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threw himself between the casualty and the hostile soldier, and, in 
doing, was mortally wounded. Private First Class Austin's indomi. 
table rourage, inspIring initiative and selfless devotion to duty up· 
h.eld the highest traditions of the ~fa~ne C"rps and the United States 
~aval ServICe. He gallantly gave hiS hfe for IllS country. 
BACA, JOHN P. 

Rank and o1'ga'l1ization: Sergeant United States Army, Company 
D, 1st Battalion, 12th Calvary, 1st Calvary Division. PZace amd date: 
Phuoc Long Province, Republic of Vietnam, 10 February 1970. En­
tered 8eMlWe at: Fort Ordl Calif. Date amd place of oiJrth: January 10, 
1949, Providence, R.I. Cdatio'll,: For conspicuous gallantry and in­
trepIdity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty. Specialist Four John P. Baea, D Company, 1st Battalion, 12th 
Calvary, 1st Calvary Division, distinguished himself on February 10, 
1970 while serving on a recoilless rifle team during a night ambush 
mission in Phuoc Long Province in the Republic of Vie,tnam. A 
platoon from his company was sent to invest~te the detonation of 
an automatic ambush device forward of his umt's main position and 
soon came under intense enemy fire from concealed ~ositions alo~ the 
trail. Hearing the heavy firing from the platoon pOSItion and realIzing 
that his recoilless rifle team could assist the members of the beseiged 
patrol, Specialist Baca led his team through the bail of enemy fire to 
a firing position within the patrol's defellSlve perimeter. As they pre­
pared to engage the enemy, a fragmentation grenade was thrown Into 
the midst of the patrol. Fully aware of the danger to his comrades, 
Specialist Baea unhesitat.ingly, and with complete disregard for his 
own safety, covered the grenade with his steel helmet and fell on it 
as the grenade exploded, ther€iby absorbing the lethal fragments and 
concussion with his body. His ~Uant action and total disregard for 
his own personal well-being dIrectly saved eight men from certain 
serious injury or death. The extraordinary courage and selflessness 
displa;ved by Specialist Baca, at the risk of his life, are in the highest 
traditIons of the military service and reflect great credit on him, his 
unit, and the United States Army. 
BACON, NICKY DANIEL 

Ra7lk and (}1'ganization: Staff Sergeant, United States Army, ('..om­
pany B, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry, Americal Division. Place and 
date: West of Tam Ky, Republic of Vietnam, 26 August 1968. Erv­
tered s8MJice at: Phoenix, Ariz. Date amd pla.ce of birth: November 25, 
1945, Caraway, Ark. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and in­
trepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty. Staff Sergeant Nicky D. Bacon distinguished himself by con­
spicuous gallantry and intrepiditv while serving as It squad leader 
with the 1st Platoon, Companv B, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry, Ameri­
cal Division during an ope.ration west of Tam Ky, Republic of Viet­
nam, on 26 August 1968. "'hen Company B came under fire from an 
enemy bunker Ime to the front, Sergeant Bacon quickly organized J:is 
men and led them forward in an assault. He advanced ou a hostIle 
bunker and destroyed it with grenades. As he did so, several fellow 
soldiers, including-'the 1st Platoon Leader, were struck by machinef!11n 
fire and feU wounded in an exposed po.ition forward of the rest of the 
platoon. Sergeant Bacon immediately assumed command of the platoon 



23 

and assaulted the hostile gun position, finally killing the enemy gill 
crew in a singlehanded effort. When the 3rd Platoon moved to Sergeant 
Bacon's location, its leader was also wounded. Without hesitation 
Sergt>,ant Bacon took charge of the additional p'latoon and continued 
the fight. In the ensuing action he personally killed rour morn enemy 
soldiers and silenced an antitank weapon. Under his leadership anil 
example, the members of both plat{)ons wxepted his authority with­
out question. Continuing to ignore the intense hostile fire, he climbed 
up on the exposed deck of a tank and directed fire into the enemy po­
sition wbile several wounded men were evacuated. As a result of 
Sergeant Bacon's extraordinary efforts, his company was able to move 
forward, eliminate the enemy positions, and reSCue the men trapped 
to the front. Ser~ant Bacon's conspicuous gallantry at the risk of 
his own life was III the highest traditions of the military ser,ice and 
reflects great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States 
Army. 
BAKER, JOHN F., JR. 

RaM ood O1'flankation: Sergeant (then Private First Class) , United 
States Army, Company A, 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry, 25th In­
fantry Division. Place ood da,te: Republic of Vietnam, 5 November 
1966. Entered servwe at: Fort Polk, La. Date and place of binh: 
October 30, 1945, Davenport, Iowa. Citation: For conspicuous gal­
lantry and intrepiditv in aetion at the risk of his life above and beyond 
the call of duty. En route to assist anothe,. unit that was engaged with 
the enemy, Company A earne under intense enemv fire and the lead 
man was killed instantly. Sergeant Baker immediately moved to the 
head of tbe column and together with another soldier knocked out 
two enemy bunkers. When his comrade was mortally wounded, Ser­
geant Baker, spottinz four Viet Cong snipers, killed all of them, evac­
uated the fallen soldIer and returned to lead repeated assaults against 
the enemy positions, killing several more Viet Congo Moving to attack 
two additional enemy bunkers, he and another soldier drew intense 
enemy fire and Sergeant Baker was blown from his foot by an enemy 
grena.d.e. He quickly recovered and singlehande,dly destroyed one 
bunker before the other soldier was wounded. Seizing his fallen com­
rade's machinegun, Sergeant Baker cllarged thro~h the deadly 
fusillade to silane", the other bunker. He evacuated h,S comrade, re­
plenished his ammunition and returned to the forefront to brave the 
enemy fire and continue the fight. When the forward element was 
ordered to withdraw, he carried one wounded man to the rear. As he 
returned to evacuate another soldier, he was taken under fire by snipers, 
but raeed beyond the friendly troops t{) attack and kill the snipers. 
After evacuating the wounded man, he returned to cover the deploy­
ment of the unit. His ammunition now exhausted, he dragged two more 
of his fallen comrades to the rear. Sergeant Baker's ~elfless heroism, 
indomitable fighting spirit, and extraordinary )!!IlIantry were directly 
responsi'ble for saving the lives of several of his comrades, and inflict­
ing Serious damage on the enemy. His acts were in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the United States Army and reflect great credit 
upon himself and the Armed Forces of his country. . 



BAJ"LARD, DONALD E. 
Rank arul ()1'gruniwtitm.: Hospital Corpsman Third Class, United 

States Xavy, Company M, 3rd Battalion. 4th ~farines, :lrd Marine 
Division. PltUJe and date: Quang Tri Pro';ince, Republic of Vietnam, . 
16 May 1968. Entered service at: Kansas City, Mo. Date and place of 
birth: December 5, 1945, Kansas City, Mo. Oitation: For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life and beyond the call of 
duty on 16 May 1968 while serving as a Corpsman with Company M, 
3rd Battalion, 4th Marines, 3rd Marine Division in connection with 
operations against enemy aggressor forces in the Republic of Vietnam. 
Durillg the afternoon hours, Coml'any M was movmg to join the re­
mainder of the 3rd Battalion in Quang Tri Province. After treating 
and evacuating two heat casualties, Petty Omcer Ballard was returning 
to his platoon from the evacuation landing zone when the company 
was ambushed by a North Vietnamese Army unit employing auto­
matic weapons and mortsrs and sustained numerous casualties. Ob­
serving a wounded Marine, Petty Officer Ba!1ard ,mhesitatingly moved 
across the fire-swept terrain to the injured man and swiftly rendered 
medical assistsnce to his comrade. Petty Officer Ballard then directed 
four Marines to carry the casualty to a position of relative safety. 
As the four men prepared to move the wounded Marine, an enemy 
soldier suddenly left his concealed position and, after hurling a hand­
grenade which landed near the casualty, commenced firing upon the 
small /troup of men. Instantlv shouting a warning to the Marines, 
Petty Officer Ballard fearlessly threw himself upon the lethal explo­
sive device to protect his comrades rrom the deadly blast. When the 
grenade failed to detonate, he calmly arose from his dangerous position 
and resolutely continued his determine.d e1l'orts in treating other 
Marine casualties. Petty Officer Ballard's heroic actions and selfless 
concern for the welfare or his companions served to inspire all who 
observed him and prevented poosiole injury or death to his fellow 
Marines. His courage, daring initiative, and unwa\'ering devotion 
to duty in the face of extreme personal danger, sustain and enhance 
the finest traditions ofthe United States Naval Service. 
"BARKER, JEDH COLBY 

Rank and o1'ganieation: Lance Corporal, United States Marine 
Corps, Company F, 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines, 8rd Marine Division 
(Rein), FMF. Place aru1 date: Near Con Thein, Republic of Vietnam, 
21 September 1967. Enterwservice at: New York, N_Y. Date and place 
of birth: June 20, 1945, Franklin, N.H. Citation: For conspicuous 
/tal1antry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of dntv while serving as a machine 1r'lInner with Comnany F. 2nd 
Battalion, '4th Marines. 3rd Marine Division, in the Republic of Viet­
nam on 21 September 1967. DurinI!' a reconnaissance operation near 
Con Thien. Corporal Barker's squad was suddenly hit bye:r:emy sniper 
fire. The squad immediately denloyed to 0. combat formaitlOn and ad­
vanced to a strollj!;ly fortified enemy position, w~e.n it was again struck 
by small arms and automatic ",canons fire, sustsmmg nnmerousCRSnal­
ties. Althoul!'h wounded by the initial burst of fire, Corporal Rarker 
boldly remained in the open, delivering a devastating volume of accu­
rate fire on the numerieaIlv superior force. The enemy was intent npon 
annihilat.ing the smaIl Marine force and, realizing that Corporal 
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Barker W!1.8 a threat to their position, directed the preponderance of 
their fire on his position. He was again wounded, this time in the right 
hand, which prevented him from 0'peraUng his vitally needed IIUl.chine· 
gun. Suddenly, and without warnrng, an enemy grenade landed in the 
midst of the few surviving Marines. Unhesitatmgly and with complete 
disregard for his own personal safety, Corporal Harker threw himself 
upon the deadly grenade, absorbing with bis own body the full and 
tremendous force of the explosion. In a final act of bravery, he crawled 
to the side of a wounded comrade and administered first aid before 
suceumbing to his grevious wounds. His bold initiative, intrepid 
fighting spIrit and unwavering devotion to duty in the face of almost 
certain death undoubtedly saved his comrades from further injury 
or possible death a.nd reflected great credit upon himself, the Marine 
Corps, and the United States Naval Service. He galJantly gave his life 
for hiseountry. . 

'BARNES, JOHN ANDREW III 
Rank and organisation: Private First Class, United States Army, 

Company C, 1st Battalion, o03rd Infantry, 173rd Airborne Brigade. 
Place and daie: Dak To, Republic of VIetnam, 12 November 1967. 
Entered service at: Boston, Mass. [)aie and place of birth: April 16, 
HMo, Boston, M!I.8S. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry Ilnd intrepid. 
ity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. 
Private First Class John A. Barnes III distinguished himself by 
exceptional heroism on 12 November 1967, while engaged in combat 
against hostile forces in Dak To, Republic of Vietnam. Private Barnes 
WII.S serving as a grenadier when his unit was attaeked by a North 
Vietnamese force, estimated to be a battalion. Upon seeing the erew 
of a machinegun te,am killed, Private Barnes, without hesitation, 
dashed through the bullet swept area, manned the machinegun, and 
killed nine enemy as they assaulted his position. While pausing just 
long enough to retrieve more ammunition, Private Barnes observed 
an enemy grenade thrown into the midst of some severely wounded 
personnel close to his position. Realizing that the grenade could further 
injure or kill the majority of the wounded personnel, he sacrificed 
his own life by throwing himself direetly onto the handgrenade as it 
exploded. Through his indomitable courage, complete disregard for his 
own safety, and profound concern for his fellow soldiers, he averted 
Ii probable loss of life and injury to the wounded members of his 
unit. Priv"te Barnes' conspicuous gallantry, extraordinary heroism. 
and intrepidity at the eost of his own life, above and beyond the call 
of duty, are in the hil'hest traditions of military serviee and reflect 
great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 
BARNUM, HARVEY C., JR. 

Rank and organisation: Captain, United States Marine Corps, 
Company H, 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines, 3rd Marine Division (Rem­
fOrc<>d). PlaM and date: Ky Phu in Quang Tin Province, Republic of 
Vietnam, 18 December 1965. Entered .er"ice at: Cheshire, Conn. [)aie 
and place of birth: July 21, 1940, Waterbury, Conn. (Jitat,on: For 
cAlIlspicllOUS gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty. When the company was suddenly pinned down 
by a hail of extremely a.eurate enemy fire and was quickly separated 
from the remainder of tbe battalion by over five hlmdred meters of open 
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and fire-swept ground, and casualties mounted rapidly. Lieutenant 
Barnum quickly made a hazardous reconnaissance of the area, seeking 
targets for his artillery. Finding the rifie company commander mor­
tally wounded and the radio operator killed, he, with complete dis­
regard for his own safety, gave aid to the dying commander, then 
removed the radio from the dead operator and strapped it to himself. 
He immediately assumed command of the rifie company, and moving 
at once into the midst of the heavy fire, rallying and givmg encourage­
ment to all units, reorganized them to replace the loss of key personnel 
and led their attack on enemy positions from which deadlv fire con­
tinued to come. His sound and swift decisions and his obvious calm 
served to stabilize the badly decimated units and his gallant example 
as he stood exposed repeatedly to point out targets served as an ro­
spiration to all. Provided with two armed helicopters, he moved fear­
lessly through enemy fire to control the air attack against the firmly 
entrenched enemy while skillfully directing one platoon in a successful 
counterattack on the key enemy positions. Having thus cleared a 
small area, he requested and directed the landing of two transport. 
helicopters for the evacuation of the dead and wounded. He then as­
sisted in the mopping up and final seizure of the battalion's ohjective. 
His gallant initiative and heroic conduct reflected great credit upon 
himself and were in keeping with the highest traditions of the Marin .. 
Corps and the United States Naval Service. 
-BELCHER, TED 

Rank fl<nd arganieatian: Sergeant, United State.s Army, Company 
C, 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division. Place aM 
date: Plei Djerang, Repnblic of Vietnam, 19 November 1966. Entered 
8ervice aJ;.' Huntington, W. Va. Date a1l4 place of birth: July 21, 1924, 
Accoville, W. Va. CitatUm·: Distinguishing himself by conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life. Sergeant Belcher's unit 
was engaged in a search and destroy mission with Company B, 1st Bat­
talion, 14th Infantry, the Battahon Reconnaissance Platoon and a 
Special Fore"" C{lmpany of Civilian Irregular Defense Group Per· 
sonnel. As R squad leader of the 2nd Platoon of Company C, Sergeant 
Belcher was leading his men when they encountered a bunker com­
plex. The Reconnaissance Platoon, located a few hundred meters north­
west of Company C, received a heavy volume of fire from ~ell camol~­
fiaged snipers. As the 2nd Platoon moved forward to aSSISt the urnt 
under attack, Sergeant Belcher and his squad, advancing only a short 
distance through the dense jungle terram, met heavy and accurate 
automatic weapons and sniper fire. Sergeant Belcher and his squad 
were momentarily stopped by the deadly volume of enemy fire. He 
quickly gave the order to return fire and resume the advance toward 
the enemy. As he moved up with his men, a handgrenade landed in 
the midst of the sergeant's squad. Instantly realizing the immediate 
danger to his men, Sergeant Belcher, unhesitatinll'ly and with com­
plete disrel(ard for his own safety, lunged forward, covering the gre­
nade with his body. Absorbing the grenade blast at the cost of his life, 
he saved his comrades from becoming casualties. Sergeant Belcher's 
conspicuous gallantry, his profound concern for his fellow soldiers. 
and his intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
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duty are in keeping with the h~hest traditions of the United States 
Army and reflect credit upon hllIlself and the Armed Forces of his 
country. 
oBELLRICHARD, LESLIE ALLEN 

Rank and <»'ganization: Private First Class, United States Army, 
Coml.'any C, 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry. Pl£1(Je and date: Kontum 
Provmce, Rel.'ublic of Vietnam, 20 May 1967. Entered service at: 
OaJrl&nd, CaM. Date and place of birth: December 4) 1941) Janes­
ville, Wis. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and mtrepidity in 
action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Acting 
as a Fire Team Leader with Company C, 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry, 
during combat operations in Kontum Province, Republic of Vietnam, 
on 20 May 1967, Private Bellrichard was with four fellow soldiers in 
a foxhole on their unit's perimster when the position came under a 
massive enemy attack_ J<'ollowing a thirty-minute mortar barrage, the 
enemy launched a strong ground assault. Private Bellrichard rose in 
face of a group of charging enemy soldiers and threw handgronades 
into their midst, eliminating several of the foe and forcing the re­
mainder to withdraw. Failing in their initial attack, the enemy repeated 
the mortar and rocket bombardment of the friendly perimeter, then 
once again charged against the defenders in a concerted effort to over­
run the position. Private Bellrichard resumed throwing handgrenades 
at the onrushing attackers. As he was wbout to hurl a grenade, a mortar 
round exploded just in front of his position, knocking him into the 
foxhole and causing bim to lose his grip on the already armed grenade. 
Re<',overinll instantly, Private Bellrichard recognized the threat to 
the lives of his four comrades and threw himself upon the )rrenade, 
shielding his companions from the blast that followed. Althoullh 
severely wounded, Private Bel1richard struggled into an upright 
position in the foxhole and fired his rifle at the enemy nntil he suc­
cumbed to his wounds. His selfless heroism contributed greatly to the 
successful defense of the position, and he was directly responsible 
for saving the lives of several of his comrades. His nets are in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect groat 
credit upon himself and the United States Army. 
oBE:t-."NETT, THOMAS W. 

Rank and or(lanizatilm: Corporal, United States Army, 2nd Pla­
toon, Company B, 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry. Place and date: Chu 
Pa Region, Pleiku Provinc-e, Republic of Vietnam, 9-11 February 
1969. Entered aerc-ice at: Fairmont, W. Va. Date and (JZtwe of birth: 
April 7, 1947, Morgantown, W. Va. Citation: For conspicuous gallan­
try and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond 
the call of duty: Corporal Thomas W. Bennett distinguished himself 
during the period 9 to 11 February 1969 while serving as a platoon 
medical aidman with the 2nd Platoon, Company B, 1st Battalion, 14th 
Infantrv during a reconnaissance-in-force mission in the Chn Pa re­
gion, Pleiku Province, Republic of Vietnam. On 9 February ~he pla­
toon was moving to assist the 1st Platoon of Company D wh1ch had 
run into .. North Vietnamese ambush when it became heavily engaged 
by the intense small arms, automatic weapons, mort;;r and rocket fire 
from a well fortified and numerically superior enemy unit. In the 
initial barrage of fire, three of the point members of the platoon fell 
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wounded. Corporal Bennett, with complete disregard for his own 
safety, ran throu~h the heavy fire to his fanen comrades, administered 
life-saving first aId under fire and then made repeated trips carrying 
the wounded men to positions of relative safety from which they would 
be medically evacuated from the battle position. Corporal Bennett re­
peatedly braved the intense enemy fire, moving across open areas to 
give aid and e{}mfort to his wounded comrades. He valiantly exposed 
himself to the heavy fire in or~er to retrieve th~ bodies oheveral fallen 
personnel. Throughout the mght and followmg day, Corporal Ben­
nett moved from position to position treating and comforting the sev­
eral personnel who had suffered shrapnel and gunshot wounds. On 11 
February, Company B again moved m an assault on the well fortified 
enemy positions and became heavily engaged with the numerically 
superior enemy force. Five members of the company fell wounded in 
the initial assault. Corporal Bennett ran t{} theIr aId without regard 
to the heavy fire. He treateAi one wounded comrade and began running 
towards another seriously wounded man. Although the wounded man 
was located forward of the company position covered by heavy enemy 
grazing fire and Corporal Bennett was warned that it was impossible 
to relilCh the location, he leaped forward with complete disregard for 
his own safety to save his comrade's life. In attempting to save his fel­
low soldier, he was mortally wounded. Corporal Bennett's conspicuous 
~lIantry, undaunted concern for his comrades and intrepidity at 
the cost of his own life above and beyond the call of duty are in keep­
ing with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great 
credit of himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 
·BLANCHFIELD, }HCHAEL R. 

Rank and organwation: Specialist 4, United States Army, Company 
A, 4th Battalion, 503rd Infantry, 173rd Airborne Brigade. Plnce am.d 
date: Binh Dinh Provine." Republic of Vietnam, 3 July 1969. Entered 
se1"lJwe at: Chicago, 111. Date and place of birth: January 4, 1950, Min­
neapolis, Minn. Oitatiun: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
in action at the risk of his life above and beyood the call of duty. Spe­
cialist Michael R. Blanchfield distinguished himself on 3 July 1969 
while servin~ as a rifleman in Company A, 4th Battalion! 503rd Infan­
try, 173rd AIrborne Brigade, on a combat patrol in Binh Dinh Prov­
ince, Republic of Vietnam. The patrol surrounded a group of houses 
to search for suspects. During the search of one of the huts, a man sud­
denly ran out toward a Marby tree line. Specialist Blanchfield, who 
was On guard outside the hut, saw the man, shouted for him to halt, and 
began firing fit him as the man 'ignored the warning and continued to 
run. The suspect suddenly threw a grenade toward the hut and its oc­
cupants. Although the exploding grenade severely wounded Special­
ist Blanchfield and several others, he regained his feet to continue the 
pursuit of the enemy. The fleeing enemy threw a second grenade which 
landed near Specialist Blanchfield and several members of his patrol. 
Instantly realIzing the danger, he shouted a warning to his comrades. 
Specialist Blanchfield unhesitatingly and with complete disregard for 
h,S own safety, threw himself on the grenade, absorbing the full and 
fatal impact of the explosion. By his ~nant action and self -sacrifice, 
he was able to save the lives and prevent injury to four members of the 
patrol and several Vietnamese civilians in the Immediate area. Special­
Ist Blanchfield's extraordinary courage and gallantry at the eM of his 
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life above and beyond the call of duty are in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the military service and l'0fiect great credit upon himself, 
his unit, and the United States Army. 
-BOBO. JOHN P. 

Rook 'ami O1'{!l1iIIIizatwn: Second Lieutanant, United States Marine 
Corps Reserve, 3rd Battalion, 9th Marines, 3rd Marine Division (Rein) 
FMF. Place ami date: Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam, 30 
March 1961. Entered SeM};"e at: Buffalo, N.Y. Date ami plaee af 
birth,: February 14, 1943, Niagara Falls, N.Y, Citation: For con· 
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of dutv. Company I was establishing night ambush 
sites when the command group was attacked by a reinforced North 
Vietnamese company supported by heavy automatic weapons and 
mortar nre. Lieutenant Bobo immediately organized a hasty defsMe 
and moved from position to position encouragi~ the outnumbered 
Marines despite the murderous enem:)' fire. RecoverIng a rocket launch· 
er from among the friendly casualties, he organized a new launcher 
team and directed its fire into the enemy machmegun positions. When 
an exploding enemy mortar round se;ered Lieutenant Bobo's right 
leg below the lmea, he refused to be evacuated and insisted upon bemg 
placed in a firing position to cover the movement of the command 
group to a better location. With a web belt around his leg serving as a 
tourniquet and with his leg jammed into the dirt to curtain the bleed· 
ing, he remained in this position and delivered devastating fire into 
the ranks of th6IIDemy nUemptinJ!: to overrun the Marines, Lieutenant 
Bobo was mortally wounded whl1e firing his weapon into the main· 
point of the enemy attack but his valiant spirit inspired his men to 
heroic efforts, anli his tenacious stand en .. bled the command group t{) 
gain a protective positi,on where it repulsed the enemy onsl"u~ht. 
Lieutenant Bobo's superb leadership, dauntless courage, and bold mi· 
tiative reflected great credit upon himself and upheld the highest tra­
ditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service. He 
gallantly gave his life for his country. 
BRADY, PATRICK HENRY 

Rank ami (}ryanization: Major, Medical Serviee Corps, United 
States Army, 54th Medical Detachment, 61th Medical Group, 44th 
Medical Brigade. PZaee ami date: Near Chu La;, Republic of Viet­
nam, 6 January 1900. Entered seM';"e at: Seattle, Wash. Date ami 
pZa.ce of birth: October 1, 1936 Philip, S. Dak. Oitation: For con­
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty. Major Patrick H. Brady, ~{edical 
Service C<>rps, distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity while serving with the 54th MedIcal Detachment, 67th 

. MedICal Group, 44th Medical Brigade in the Republic of Vietnam. On 
6 January 1008 Major Brady, co:mma.nding a UH-1H ambulance 
helicopter in the vicinity of Chu La;, volunteered to rescue wounded 
men from a site in enemy held territory which was reported to be 
heavily defended and to be blanketed by fog. To reach the site he 
descended through heavy fog and smoke and hovered slowly along a 
valley trail, turmng his ship sideward to blow away the fog with the 
backwash from his rotor blades. Despite the unchallenged, close-range 
enemy fire, he found the dangerously small site, where he successfuJly 
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landed and eVl\Aluatoo two badly wounded South Vietnamese soldiers. 
He was then called to another area completely covered by dense fog 
where American casualties lay only 50 meters from the enemy. Two 
aircraft had previously been shot down and others had made unsuc­
cessful attempts to reach this site earlier in the day. With unmatched 
skill and extraordinary courage, Major Brady made four flights to 
this embattled landing zone and successfully rescued all the wounded. 
On his third mission of the day Major Brady once again landed at a 
site surrounded by the enemy. The friendly ground force, pinned 
down by enemy fire, had been unable to reach and secure the landing 
zone. Although his aircraft had been badly damaged lind his controls 
partially shot away during his initisl entrv into this area, he returned 
minutes later and rescued the remaining injured. Shortly thereafter, 
obtaining a replacement aircraft, Major Brady was requested to land 
in an enemy minefield where a platoon of American soldiers was 
trapped. A mine detonated near his helicopter, wounding two crew 
members and damaging his ship. In spite of this, he managed to fly six 
£everely injured patienta to medical aid. Throughout that day Major 
Brady utilIzed three helicopters to eVl\Aluate a total of fifty-one serious­
ly wounded men, many of whom would h ... ve perished without prompt 
medical treatment. Major Brady's conspicuous -gallantry was in the 
highest traditions of the military service and reflects great credit upon 
himself and the United States Army. 
·BRUCE, DANIET, D. 

Rank aM organization: Private First Class, United States Marine 
Corps, Headquarters and Service Company, 3rd Battalion, 5th Ma­
rines, 1st Marine Division. Place aM date: Quang N am Province, 
Repuhlic of Vietnam, 1 March 1969. Entered ae1"Vice at: Chicago, TIl. 
Date aM place of birth: May 18,1950, Michigan City, Ind. Oitation: 
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above 
and beyond the oall of duty while serving as a Mortar Man with Head· 
quarters and Service Company, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Marine 
Division, against the enemy in the Republic of VietIlllJIl. Early on the 
morning of 1 March 1969, Private First Class Bruce was on watch in 
his night defensive position at Fire Support Base Tomahawk in 
Quang Nam Province when he heard movements ahead of him. An 
enemy explosive charge was thrown toward his position and he reacted 
instantly, catching the device and shouting to alert his companions. 
Realizing the danger to the adjacent position with ita two occupants, 
Private First Class Bruce held the device to his bod, and attempted to 
c.arry it from the vicinity of the entrenched Mannes. As he moved 
away, the charge detonated and he absorbed the full force of the ex­
plosion. Private First Class Bruce's indomitable cou~ inspiriug 
valor and selfless devotion to duty saved the lives of throo of his fellow 
Marines and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and 
the United States Naval service. He gallantry gave his life for his 
country. 
*BRYANT, WILLIAM MAUD 

Rl11nk aM organization: Sergeant First Class, Unitoo States Army, 
Company A, 5th Special Forces Group, 1st Special Forces. Place aM 
date: Long Khanh Province, Republic of VIetnam, 24 March 1969. 
Entered ae1"Vice at: Detroit, Mich. Date oM place of birth: FebMlJlry 
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16, 1933, Cochran, Ga. OUation: For conspicuous gallantry and in­
trepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty. Sergeant First Olass William M. Bryant, assilP'P.d to C',ompany 
A. 5th Special Foroos Group, 1st Special Foroos, dIstinguished him­
seif on. 24 March 1969 while senring as Oommanding Officer of Oiyilian 
Irregular Defense Group Company 321, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Mobile 
Strike Force ('A)mmand, during combat oJ?erations in Long Khanh 
Province, Repuhlic of VietIlJl.m. The battalion came under heavy fire 
and became surrounded by the elements of three enemy regiments. Ser­
geant Bryant displayed extraordinary heroism throughout the suc­
ceeding 34 hours of incessant attack as he moved throughout the com­
pany position heedless of the intense hostile fire while establishing and 
IIllproying the defensive perimeter, directing fire during critical phases 
of the battle, distributing ammunition, assisting the wounded, and pro­
viding the leadership and inspirational example of cournge to his men_ 
When a helicopter drop of ammunition was made to resupply the be­
leaguered force, Sergeant Bryant with complete.disregard for his own 
safety ran through the heavy enemy fire to retneye the scattered am­
mumtion boxes and distributed needed ammunition. t<> his men. During 
a lull in the intense fighting, Sergeant Bryant led a patrol outside the 
perimeter to obtain infonnation of the enemy. The patrol came under 
intense automatic weapons fire and was pinned down. Sergeant Bryant 
singlehandedly repulsed one enemy attack on his small force and by 
his heroic action inspired his men to fight off other assaults. Seeing a 
wounded enemy soldier some distance from the patrol location, Ser­
geant Bryant crawled forwam alone under heavy fire to retrieve the 
soldier for intelligence purposes. Finding that the enemy soldier had 
expired, Seq!eant Bryant crawled back to his patrol and led his men 
bacl< to the comJ?!IDY position where he again took command of the 
defense. As the sIege continued, Sergeant Bryant organized and led a 
patrol in a daring attempt to break through the enemy encirclement. 
The patrol had advanced some two hundred meters by heavy fighting 
when it was pinned down by the intense automatic weapons fire from 
heavily fortified bunkers and Sergeant Brvant was severely wounded. 
Despite his wounds he rallied hi. men, called for helicopter gunship 
support, and directed he<l.vy SUppI"e-"Si Ve fire upon the enemy positions. 
Following the last gunship attack, Sergeant Bryant fem:-lessly charged 
an enemy automatic weapons position, overrunning it and single­
handedly destroying its three defenders. Inspired by his heroic exam­
ple, his men renewed their attack on the entrenched enemy. "\vhile re­
grouping his small force for the final assault against the enemy. Ser­
geAnt Bryant fell mortally wounded by an enemy rocket. Sergeant 
Bryant's conspicuous gallantry, selfless concern for his comrades, and 
intrepidity at the cost of his own life above and beyond the call of 
duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service 
and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United St.ates 
Anny. 
BUOHA, PAUL WILLIAM 

Ramlc and O1'gankation: Captain, United States Anny, Company D, 
3rd Battalion, (Airborne), 187th Infantry, 3rd Brigade, 101st Air­
borne Division. PlMe and date: Binh Duong Province, Republic of 
Vietnam, 16-19 March 1968. Entered service at: U_S. Military Acad­
emy, West Point, N.Y. Date and place of birth: August 1, 1943, Wash-



ington, D.C. OitatUm: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity !n 
action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Captain 
Bucha distin!,ruished himself during the period 16-19 March 1968 
while serving as Commanding Officer, Company D, 3rd Battalion 
(Airborne), 187th Infantry, 3rd Brigade, 101st Airborne Division on 
a reconnaissance· in-force mission against enemy forces near Phuoo 
Vinh, in Binh Duong Province, Republic of Vietnam. The company 
was inserted by helicopter into the suspected enemy stronghold to 
locate and destroy the enemY'. During this period Captain Bucha 
aggressively and courageously led his men in the destructIOn of enemy 
fortifications and base areas and eliminated scattered resistance im­
peding the advance of the company. On 18 March while advancing to 
contact, the lead elements of the company became engaged by the 
heavy automatic weapon, heavy machinegun, rocket propelled grenade, 
claymore mine and small arms fire of an estimated battalion-size force. 
Captain Bucha, with complete disregard for his own safety} moved to 
the threatened area to dirl',ct the defense and Qrdered reinforcements 
to the aid of the lead element. Seeing that his men were pinned down 
by heavy machinegun fire from a concealed bunker located some forty 
meters to the front of the positions, Captain Bucha crawled through 
the hail of fire to sin~lehandedly destroy the bunker with grenades. 
During this heroic action Captain Bucha received a painful shrapnel 
wound. Returning to the perimeter, he observed that his unit could not 
hold its positions and repel the human wave assaults launched by the 
determined enemy. Captain Bucha ordered the withdrawal of the unit 
elements and covered the withdrawal to positions of a company perim­
eter from which he could direct fires upon the charging enemy. When 
one friendly element retrieving casualties was ambushed and cut off 
from the perimeter, Captain Bucha ordered them to feign death and he 
directed artillery fires around them. During the night Captain Bucha 
moved throughout the position, distributing ammunitionJ_providing 
encouragement and insuring the integrity of the defense. lie directed 
artillery, helicopter gunship and Air Fort'''' gunship fires on the enemy 
strong points and attacking forces, marking the positions with smoke 
grenades. 'Gsing flashlights in complete view of enemy snipers, he di­
rected the medical evacuation of three air-ambulance loads of seriously 
wounded personnel and the helicopter supply of his company. At 
daybreak Captain Bucha led a rescue party to recover the dead and 
wounded members of the ambushed element. During the period of 
intensive combat, Captain Bucha, by his extraordinary heroism, in­
spirational example, outstanding leadership and professional com­
petence, led his company in the decimation of a superior enemy force 
which left one hundred and fifty-six dead on the battlefield. By his 
conspicuous gallantry at the risk of his own life in the highest tradi­
tions of the military service, Captain Bucha has reflected great credit 
on himself, his unit, and the 'GUlted States Army. 
"BUKER, BRIAN L. 

RI14Ik anillYfyanizatwn: Sergeant, United States Army, Detachment 
B-55, 5th Special Forces Group, 1st Special Forces. Place and date: 
Chau Doc Province, Republic of Vietnam, 5 April 1970. Ent&re4 
8e1"Vice at; Bangor, Maine. Date and place of birth: November 3,1949, 
Benton, Maine. OitatUm; For eonspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in 
action at the risk of life ahove and beyond the call of duty. Sergeant 



Brian L. Buker, Detachment B-55, 5th Special Forces Group, 1st 
Special Forces, distinguished himself on April 5, 1970 while serving as 
a platoon advisor of a Vietnamese mobile Strike Force Company dur­
ing an offensive mission in Chau Doc Province, Republic of Vie~nam. 
Sergeant Buker personally led the platoon, cleared a strntegIeally 
located well-guarded pass, and established the first foothold at the top 
of what had been an impenetrable mountain fortress. When the platoon 
came under the intense fire from a determined enemy located in two 
heavilv fortified bunkers, and realizing that withdrawal would re,sult 
in heaVy casualties, Sergeant Buker unhesitatiugly, and with complete 
disregard for his personal safety, charged through the hail of enemy 
fire and destroyed the first bunker witb bandgrenadeB. 1\'1rile reorga­
nizing his men for the attack on the second bunker, Sergeant Buker 
was seriously wounded. Despite his wounds and the dcadly enemy 
fire, he crawled forward and destroyed the second bunker. Sergeant 
Buker refused medical attention and was reorganizing his men to 

- continue the attack when he was mortally wounded. As a direct result 
of his heroic actions, many casualties were averted, and the assault of 
the enemy position was successful. Sergeant Buker's conspicuous gal­
lantry and extraordinary heroism at the cost of his life are in the 
highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit on 
him, his unit, and the United States Army. 
'BURKE, ROBERT C. 

Rank and orgllrlization: Private First Class, United States Marine 
Corps, Company I, 3rd Battalion, 27th Marmes, 1st Maine Division 
(Rem), FMF. Place and date: Southern Quang Nam Province, Re­
pUblic of Vietnam, 17 May 1968. Entered se1'VWe at: Chica!!,o, Ill. Date 
tmd place of birth: November 7, 1941), }fonticello, Ill. O.tati",n: For 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the can of duty for service as II. Machine Gunner with Com­
pany I, 3rd Battalion, 27th Marines, 1st Marine Division in the "Re­
puhlic of Vietnam on 17 }fa.y 1968. 'Vhile on Operation ALLEN 
BROOK, Company I was approaching" dry river bed with a heavily 
wooded treeline that borders the hamletofLe Nam (1), when they 8Ud~ 
denly came under intense mortar, rocket propelled grenade, automatic 
weapons a.nd small arms fire from a large, well concealed enemy force 
which halted the company's advance and wounded several marines. 
Realizing that key pomts of resistance had to he eliminated to allow 
the units to advance and casualties to he evacuated, Private Burke, 
without hesitation, seized his machinegun a.nd lalillched I!. series of 
one-man assaults against the fortified emplacements. As he ~gressive­
ly maneuvered to the edge of the steep river bank, he delivered ac­
curate suppressive fire upon several enemy bunkers, which enabled his 
comrades to advance and move the wounded marines to positions of 
relative safety. As he continllpAi his combative actions, he locruted an 
opposing automatic weapons emplacement and poured intense fire into 
the position, killing three North Vietnamese soldiers as thev attempted 
to flee. Private Burke then fearlessly moved from one poSition te an­
other, quelling the hostile fire until his weapon malfunctioned. Ob­
taining a casualty's rifle and handgrenades, he advanced further into 
the midst of the enemy fire in an assault against another pocket of 
resistance, killing two more of the enemy. Observing that " fellow 
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Marine had cleared his malfunctioning machinegun he grasped his 
weapon and moved into a dangerously exposed area and saturat.ed the 
hostile treeline until he fell mortally wounded. Private Burke's gallant 
actions upheld the highest traditIOns of the Marine C<lrps &nd the 
United States Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his 
country. 
·CAPODANNO, VINCENT R. 

Rank C1JTUl orglllnization: Lieutenant, Chaplain Corps, United States 
Navy, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Marme Division (Rein) FMF. 
Place C1JTUl date: Quang Tin Province, Republic of Vietnam, 4 Septem­
ber 1967. Entered 8ervioe at: Staten Island, N.Y. Date and pl{M!e of 
birth: February 13,1929, Richmond County, N.Y. Oitation: For con­
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity &t the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty &s Chaplain of the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, 
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF, in connection with operations 
against enemy forces in Quang Tin Province, Republic of Vietn&m 
on 4 September 1967. In response to reports th&t the 2nd Platoon 
of M Company w&s in danger of being overrun by a m&ased enemy 
&SSRulting force, Lieutenant Capodanno left the relative Mfety of 
the Company Command Post and ran through an open area raked 
with fire, directly to the beleaguered pl&t<lon. Disregarding the in­
tense enemy small arms, automatic weapons, and mortar fire, he 
moved about the battlefield administering last rites to the dying 
and giving medical aid to the wounded_ When an exploding mort&r 
round inflicted painful multiple wounds to his arms and legs, and 
severed a portion of his right hand, he steadfastly refused all medi­
cal aid. Instead, he directed the corpsmen to help their wounded 
comrades and, with calm vigor, continued to move about the battle­
field as he provided encouragement by voice and example to the 
va.liant Marmes. Upon <IIlcountering a wounded corpsman in the direct 
line of fire of an <IIlemy machine gunner positioned approximately 
fifteen yards away, Lieutenant Capodanno rushed forward in a daring 
attempt to aid and assist the mortally wounded corpeman. At that in­
stant, only inches from his goal, he was struclr down by a. burst of 
machinegun fire. By his heroic conduct on the b&ttlefield, and his in­
spiring example, Lieutenant Capodanno upheld the finest traditions 
of the United States Nanl Service. He gallantly gave his life in the 
cause of freedom. , 
-CARON, WAYNE MAURICE 

Rank and o'l'gani$fltion: Hospital C,orpsman Third Class, United , ' 
States Navy, Headquarters and Service Company, 3rd Battalion, 7th 
Marine, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF. Place and dote: Quang 
Nam Province, Republic of Vietnam, 28 July 1968. Entered service 
at: Boston, Mass. DII,te and place of birth: November 2,1946 Middle-
boro, Mass. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidit:v at. 
the risk: of his life above and beyond the call of duty on 28 July 1968 
while serving as Platoon C,orpsman with C<lmpany K, 3rd Battalion, 
7th Marines, 1st Marine Division, during comoot operations against 
enemy forces in the Republic of Vietnam. While on a swoop through 
an open rice field in Quang N a.m Province, Petty Officer Caron's unit 
started reeeiving enemy small-arms fire. Upon seeing two Marine 
c"sualties fall, he immediately ran forward to render first aid, but 



found that they were dead. At this time, the platoon was taken undN' 
interu!e sme.l1-armB and automatic-weapons fire, sustaining additional 
casualties. As he moved to the aid of his wounded comrades, Petty 
Officer Caron was hit in the arm by enemy fire. Although knocked 
to the ground, he regained his feet and continued to the injured 
Marines. He rendered medical assistance to the first Marine he 
reachedl who was grievously wounded, and undoubtedly was instru­
mental m saviug the ma.n's life. Petty Officer Caron then ran toward 
the second wounded Marine, but was again hit by enemv fire, this 
time in the le!(. Nonetheless, he crawled the remaining diStance and 
provided medICal aid for this severely wounded man. Petty Officer 
Caron started to make his way to yet nnothe.r injured comrade, when 
he was again struck by enemy smail-arms fire. Courageously and with 
unbelievable determination, Petty Officer Caron continued his attempt 
to reach the third Marine until he himself was killed bv an enemy 
rocket round. His inepiring valor, steadfast determination. and self­
less dedication in the face of extreme danger, sustain and enhance 
the finest traditions ofthe United States Naval Service. 
·CARTER, BRUCE W. 

RamJc a-rui or"Vl1inkation: Private First Class, United States Marine 
Corps, Company H, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines, 3rd Marine Division 
(Rem), FMF. Place and date .. Quang Tri Province, Republic of Viet­
nam, '1 A~st 19t19. Ente1Yld service at: Jacksonville, Fla. Date and 
place of b.rth: May 7, 1950, Schenectady, N.Y. Oitation: For con­
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and 
bsyond the call of duty while sernng ru; Grenadier with Company H, 
2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines, 3rd Marine Division in connection with 
combat operations against the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam. On 
7 August 1969, Private First Class C"rter's unit was maneuvering 
against the enemy during Operation IDAHO CANYON and c"me un­
der a heavy volume of fire from a numerically superior hostile force. 
The lead element soon became separated from the main body of the 
squad by a brush fire. Private First Class Carter and his fellow Marines 
were pinned down by vicious crossfire when, with complete disregard 
for his own safety, he stood in full view ofthe North Vietnamese Army 
soldiers to deliver a devnstating volume of fire at their positions. The 
accuracy and aggressiveness of his attack caused several enemy cas­
u"lties and forreu the remainder of the soldiers to rstreat from the 
immediate area. Shoutiug directions to the ~farines around him, Pri­
vate First Class Carter then commenced leading them from the path 
of the rapidly approaching brush fire when he observed a hostile 
grenade land between him and his companions. Fully aware of the 
probable consequences of his action but determined to protect the 
men following him, he unhesitatingly threw himself over the grenade, 
absorbiug the full effects of its detonation with his own body. Private 
First Class Carter's indomitable courage, inspiring initiative, and 
selfless devotion to duty upheld the highest traditions of the Marine 
Corps and of the United States Naval Service. He gallantly gave 
his life in the eervice of his country. 
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CLAUSEN, RAYMOND M. 
Ra.nk and IYI'ganiza.tion: Private First Class, United States Marine 

Corps, MArine Medium Helicopt,er Squadron 263, Marine Aircraft 
Group 16, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing. Place and date: Republic of 
Vietnam, 31 January 1970. Entered 8e1'Vice oJ; : New Orleans, La. Date 
and place of birl": October 14, 1947, New Orleans, La. Oilation: For 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above 
and beyond the call of duty while serving with Marine Medium Heli­
copter Squadron 263, Marine Aircraft Group 16, 1st Marine Aircraft 
Wmg, during operations against enemy forces in the Republic of 
Vietnam on 31 January 1970. Part,icipating in a helicopter rescue mis­
sion to extract elements of a platoon which had inadvertently entered 
a minefield while attacking enemy positIons, Private First Class Clau­
sen skillfully guided the helicopter pilot to a landing in an ILrea cleared 
by one of several mine explosions. With eleven Marines wounded. 
One dead, and the remaining eight Marines holding their positions for 
fear of detonating other mines, Private First Class Clausen quickly 
leaped from the helicopter and, in the face of enemy fire, moved 
across the extremely hazardous, mine-laden area to assist in carrying 
casualties to the waiting helicopter and in placing them aboard. De­
spite the ever-present threat of £ort.her mine explosions, he continued 
his valiant efforts, leaviIll; the comparatively safe area of the helicop­
ter on six separate occaSIOns to carry out his rescue efforts. On one 
occasion while he was carrying One of the wounded anotber mine 
detonated, killing a corpsman and wounding three other men. Only 
when he was certain that all Marines were safely aboard did he signal 
the pilot to lift the helicopter. By the courageous, determined and 
inspiring efforts in the face of the utmost dangerl Private First Class 
Clausen upheld the highest traditions of the Manne Corps a.nd of the 
United States Naval Service. 
·COKER, RONALD L. 

RIJ!fIk and O1'ganizati<m: Private First Class, United States Marine 
Corps, Company M, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Division (Rein), FMF. 
Place and doJ;e: Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam, 24 March 
1969. Entered SC'f'Vice at: Denver, ('..010. Date and place of birt": 
August 9, 1947, Alliance, Nebr. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry 
and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty while serving as a Riflem.an with Company M, 3rd Battalion, 3rd 
Marines, 3rd Marine Division in action agaiost enemy forces in the 
Republic of Vietnam. On 24 March 1969, while serving as Point Man 
for the 2nd Platoon, Private First Class Coker was leading his patrol 
when he encountered five enemy soldiers on a narrow jungle trail. 
Privat<l First Class Coker's squad aggressively pursued them to IL 
cave. As the squad neare<i the cave, it came under intense hostile fire, 
seriously wounding one Marine and forcing the others to take cover. 
Observing the wounded man lying exposed to continuous enemy fire, 
Private First Class Coker disregarded his own safety and moved 
across the fire-swept terrain toward his companion. Although wounded 
by enemy small arms fire, he continued to crawl across the hazardous 
area and skillfully threw a hand grenade into the enemy positions, 
suppressing the hostile fire sufficiently to enable him to reach the 
wounde.(i man. As he began to drag his injured comrade towards 
safety, " grenade landed on the wounded Marine. Unhesitatingly, 
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Privata First ClBSS Coker grasped it with both hands and turned IL way 
from his wounded companion, but before he could dispose of the 
grenade it exploded. Severely wounded, but undaunted, he refused to 
abandon his comrade. AP, he moved toward friendly lines, two mOre 
enemy grenades exploded near him, inflicting still further iniuri~.s. 
Concerned only for the safety of his e<>mrade, Private First Class 
Coker, with su!?reme effort continued to crawl and pull the wounded 
Marine with hIm. His heroic deeds inspired his fellow Marines to 
such aggWlSive action that the enemy fire was suppressed sufficiently 
to enable others to reach him and carry him to a relatively safe area 
where he succumbed to his extensive wounds. Privat" First Class 
Coker's indomitable courall". inspiring initiative and selfless devotion 
to duty upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and of the 
United States Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his 
,""'Ountry. 
*CONNOR, PETER S. 

RaM and OT'flanizatWn: Staff Sergeant, United States Marine 
Corps, ColI!PILllY F, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines, 1st Marine Division 
(Remforced), Fleet Marine Force, Plaee and date: Quang Ngai Prov­
ince, Republic of Vietnam, 25 Febrm.ry 1966. Emered 8e1'Vice at: South 
Orange, N.J. Date and place of birth: September 4,1932, Orange, N.J. 
Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action against 
enemy Viet Cong forces at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty. Leading: his platoon on a search and destrov operation 
in an area made particularly hazardous by extensive cave' and tunnel 
complexes, Sergeant Connor maneuvered hIS unit aggressively forward 
nnder intermittent enemy small-arms fire. Exhibiting particular alert­
ness and keen observation, he spotted an enemy spider hole emplace­
ment approximately fifteen meters to his front. He pulled the pin from 
a fragmentation grenade intending to charge the hole boldly and drop 
the missile into its depths. Upon pulling the pin he realized that the 
firing mechanism waS faulty, and that even as he held the safety de­
vice firmly in place, the fuze charge was already activated. With only 
precious seconds to dedde, he further realized that he could not cover 
the dietance to the small opening of the spider hole in sufficient time, 
and that to hurl the deadly bomb in any direction would result in death 
or injury to some of his comrades tactIcallv deployed near him. Mani­
festing extraordinary gallantry and wit"h utter disregard for his 
personal safety, he chose to hold the grenade against his own body in 
order to absorb the telTific explosion and spare his comrades. His 
act of extreme valor and selflessness in the face of virtually ccrtain 
death, although leaving him mortally wounded, spared many of his 
fellow Marines from death or injury. His gallant action in giving his 
life in the cause of freedom reflects the highest credit upon the Marine 
Corps and the Armed Forces of the Umted States. 
"CREEK, THOMAS E. 

RaM and orflanizati01l: Lance Corporal, United States Marine 
Corns, Comnanv I, 3rd Battalion, 9th Marines. 3rd Marine Division 
(Rein),FMF. Place and date: Near Cam Lo, Republic of Vietnam, 13 
February 1969. Entered 8e7'1JWe at: San Diego, Calif. Date and place of 
birth: April 7, 1050. Joplin, Mo. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry 
and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the can of duty 
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while serving as a Rifleman with Company I, 3rd Battalion, 9th Ma­
rines, 3rd Marine Division in action against enemy forces in the Repub­
lic of Vietnam. On 13 February 1969, Lance Corporal Creek's squad 
was providing security for a convoy moving to resuppl)' the Vandegrift 
Command Base when an enemy command detonated mll1e destroyed one 
of the vehicles and halted the convov near the Cam Lo Resettlement 
Village. Almost immediately, the Marines came under a heavy volume 
of hostile mortar fire followed by intense small arms fire from a well­
concealed enemy force. As his squad deploved to engage the enemy, 
Lance Corporal Crook quickly moved to a fighting position and a~gres­
sively engaged in the fire fight. Observing a position from whiCh he 
could more effectively deliver fire against the hostile foree, he com­
pletely disregarded his own safety as he fearlessly dashed across the 
fire-swept terrain and was seriously wounded hy enemy fire. At the 
same time, an enemy grenade was thrown into the gully where he had 
fallen, landing between him and several companions. Fully realizing 
the inevitable results of his aetion, Lance Corporal Creek rolled on the 
grenade and absorbed the full forell of the explosion with his own 
hody, thereby saving the lives of five of his fellow Marines. As a re­
sult of his heroic action, his men were inspired to such aggressive 
action that the enemy was defeated and the convoy was able to continue 
its vital mission. Lance Cft)rporal Creek's indomitable courage, inspired 
the Marine Corps and the Uniu>A States Naval Service. He gallantly 
gave his life for his country. 
*CRESCENZ, MICHAEL J. 

Ra!n.k and O1'ganiJuztion: Corporal, United States A~, Company 
A, 4th Battalion, 31st Infant ,196th Infantry Bri Il, Amerir.al 
Division. Pl{1Ce a:nd date: Hlep buc Valley area, Repub i.e of Vietruun, 
20 November 1968. Entered 8&r1>u:e at: Philadelphia, Pa. DrUe a:nd 
place of birth.: January 14, 1949, Philadelphia, PlI. OitfltWn: Corporal 
Michael J. Creseenz distinguished himself by conspicuoUll gal­
lantry and intre.I'idity in action on 20 November 1968, while servmg 
as a rifleman Wlth Company A, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, 196th 
Infantry Brigade, Am,meal Division in the Hiep Duc varL area of 
the R.epublic of Vietnam. On this morning his unit enga a larlP" 
well-entrenched force of the North Vietnamese Army w ose initial 
burst of fire pinned down the lead squad and killed the two point 
men, halting the advance of Company A. Immediately, Corporal 
Crescenz left the relative safety of his own position, seized a n"'lrby 
machinegun and, with complete disregard for his own safety, charged 
100 meters up a slope toward the enemy's bunkers which he effectively 
silenced, kilhng the two occupants of each. Undaunted by the wither­
ing machinegun fire around him, Corporal Creseenz courageously 
moved forward toward a third bunker which he also succeeded in 
silencing, killing two more of the enemy and momentarily clearing 
the route of advance for his comrades. Suddenly, intense IllMhine­
gun fire erupted from an unseen, camouflaged bunker. Realizing the 
danger to his fellow soldiers, Corporal Crescenz disregarded the bllr­
ra~'6 of hostile fire directed at him and daringlv advanced toward the 
position. Assaulting with his machine!l'm, Corporal Crescenz was 
within 5 meters of the bunker when he was mortally wounded bl the 
fire from the enemy machinegun. As a direct result of his herOiC ac­
tions, his company was able to maneuver freely with minimal danger 
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and to complete im mission,defeatinl' the enemy. Corporal CTI'seenz's 
conspicuous gallantry and extraordinary heroism at the cost of his 
own life ahove and beyond the call of duty are in the highest tradi­
tions of the military service and relleet great credit On himself, his 
unit, and the Unit.ed States Anny. 
*CUTINHA, NICHOLAS .T. 

Rank and In'ganiMtion: Specialist 4, United States Army, Com­
pany C, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry Divi­
sion. Place and date: Gi .. Dinh, Rer,ublic of Vietnam, 2 March 1968. 
Entered 861'1Jice at: Coral Gables, F ... Date and place of birth: Janu­
ary 13, 1945, Fernandina Beach, Fla. Oitation: For conspicuous gal­
lantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life ahove and be· 
yond the call of duty. On 2 March 1968 while serving as a machine 
gunner with Company C, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment, 25th 
Infantry Division in the Republic of Vietnam, Specialist Cutinha nc­
compamed his unit on n combat mission near Gi .. Dinh. Suddenly his 
company came under small arms, automatic weapons, mortar and 
rocket propelled grenade fire from a battalion size enemy unit. Dur­
ing the initial hostile attack, communication with the battalion was 
lost and the company commander and numeroUs members of the com­
pany became casualties. When Specialist Cutinha observed that his 
company was pinned down and disorganized, he moved to the front 
with compleoo disregard for his own sarety, firing his machinegun at 
the charging enemy. As he moved forward he drew fire on his own posi­
tion Ilnd WllS seriouslv wounded in the leg. As the hostile fire intensi­
fied and half of the company was killed or wounded, Specialist Cu· 
tinha assumed command of all the survivors in his area and initiaood 
a withdrawal while providing covering fire for the evacuation of the 
wounded. He killed several enemy but sustained another leg wound 
when his m1!.chinegun was destroyed by incoming rounds. Undaunted, 
he era wled through a hail of enemy fire to an operable machinegun in 
order to continue the defense of his injured comrades who were be­
ing administered medical treatment. Specialist Cutinha maintained 
this position, refused assistance, and provided defensive fire for his 
comrades until he fell mortall'y wounded. He was solely responsible 
for killing fifteen enemy soldIers while saving the lives of at least 
nine members of his own unit. Specialist Cutinha's conspicuous gal· 
lantry and extraordinary heroism were in keeping witb the high~.st 
traditions of the military service and reflect, great credit upon him. 
self, his unit, and the United States Army. 
*DA VIS, RODNEY MAXWELL 

Rank and In'ganizatihn: Sergeant, United States Marine Corps, 
Company B, 1st Battalion, 5th Marine, 1st Marine Division. Place and 
date: Quang Nam Province, Republic of Vietnam, 6 September 1967'. 
Entered 8el,,";oe at: Macon, Ga. Date and place of birth,' April 7',1942, 
Macon, Ga. Oitati.on: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while serving as the 
right guide of the 2nd Platoon, Company B, 1st Battalion, 5th Ma­
rines, 1st Marine Division, in action agamst enemy forces in Quang 
Nam Province, Republic of Vietnam, on 6 Sepoomber 1967'. Elemenm 
of the 2nd Platoon were pinned down by a numerically superior force 
of attacking North Vietnamese Anny Regulars. Remnante of the pIa. 
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toon were locat..d in a trench line where Sergeant Davis was directing 
the fire of his men in an att..mptto repel the enemy atJtack. Disregard­
ing the enemy handgrenades and high volume of small arms and mor­
tar fire, Sergeant Davis moved from man to man shouting words of 
encouragement to each of them while firing and throwing grenades at 
the onrushing enemy. When an enemy grenade landed in the trench in 
the midst of his men, Sergeant Davis, realizing the gravity of the situ­
ation, and in a final valiant act of complet.. self-sacrifice, instantly 
threw himself upon the grenade, absorbing with his own body the full 
and terrific force of the explosion. Thrcugh his extraordinary initia­
tive and inspiring valor in the fact of almost certain death, Sergeant 
Davis saved his comrades from injury and possible loss of life, enabled 
his platoon to hold its vital position, and upheld the highest traditions 
of the Marine Corps and the United Stat..s Naval Service. He gallantly 
gave his life for his country. 
DAVIS, SAMMY L. 

Rank and organization: Sergeant, Unit..d Stat..s Army, Batt..ry C, 
2nd Battalion, 4th Artillery, 9th Infantry Division. Place and date: 
West of Cai Lay, Republic of Vietnam, 18 November 1967. Entered 
8ervice at: Indianapolis, Ind. Date and place of birth: November 1, 
1946, Dayton, Ohio. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepid­
ity in action at the risk of his life and beyond the call of duty. Sergeant 
Sammy L. Davis (then Private First Class) distin/!"llished himself 
during the early morning hours of 18 November 1967 while serving 
as a cannoneer with Battery C, 2nd Battalion, 4th Artillery, 9th In­
fantry Division, at a remot.. fire support base west of Cai Lay, Repub­
lic of Vietnam. At approximat..ly 0200 hours, the fire support base was 
nnder heavy enemy mortar attack. Simultaneously, an estimat..d rein­
forced Viet Cong battalion launched a fierce ground assault upon the 
fire support base. The attacking enemy drove to within twenty-five 
meters of the friendly positions. Only a river separated the Viet Cong 
from the fire support base. Det..cting a nearby enemy position, Ser­
geant Davis seized a machine/!"lln and provided covering fire for his 
gun crew, as they attempted to bring direct artillery fire on the enemy. 
Despite his efforts, an enemy recoilless rifle round scored a direct hit 
upon the artillery piece. The resultant blast hurled the gun crew from 
their weapon and blew Sergeant Davis into a foxhole. He struggled 
to his feet and returned to the howitzer, which was burning furiously. 
Ignoring repeat..d warnings to seek cover, Sergeant Davis rammed a 
shell into the gun. Disregarding a withering hail of enemy fire directed 
against his position, he aimed and fired the howitzer which rolled baek-­
ward, knocking Sergeant Davis violently to the ground. Undaunted, 
he returned to the weapon to fire again when an enemy mortar round 
exploded within twenty meters of his position, injuring him painfully. 
Nevertheless, Sergeant Davis loaded the artillery piece, aimed and 
fired. Again he was knocked down by the recoil. In complete disregard 
for his.own safety, Sergeant Davis loaded and fired three more shells 
into the enemy. Disregarding his extensive injuries and his inability 
to swim, Sergeant Davis picked up an air mattress and struck out 
across the deep river to rescue three wounded comrades on the far 
side. Upon reaching the three wounded men, he stood upright and 
fired into the dense vegetation to prevent the Viet Cong from advanc­
ing. While the most seriously wounded soldier was helped across the 
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river, Sergeant Davis protected the two remaining casualties until h. 
could pull them across the river to the fire support base. Thou~h suf­
fering from painful wounds, he refused merucal attention, Joining 
another howitzer crew which fired at the large Viet Cong force until 
it broke contact and fled. Sergeant Davis' conspicuous gallantry, ex­
traordinary heroism, and intrepidity at the risk of his own life, above 
and beyond the call of duty, are in keeping with the highest traditions 
of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself and the 
United States Army. 
ODE LA GARZA, EMILIO A., JR . 

Rank am-d orllanizatUm.: Lance C{}rpora], United States Marine 
Corps, Company E, 2nd Battalion, 1st ;liarines, 1st Marine Division. 
Place and date: Near Da Nang. Republic of Vietnam, 11 April 1970. 
Entered se,.,';"'e at: Chicago, Ill. Date and plMe of birt": June 23, 
1949, East Chica.~, Ind. OitatUm.: For conspicuous gallantry and in­
trepidity at the nsk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while 
serving as a machine gunner with Company E, 2nd Battahon, 1st 
Marines, 1st Marine Division, in the Republic of Vie,tnam on April 11, 
1970. Returning with his squad from a night ambush operation, Lance 
CorI!"ral De La Garza joined his platoon commander and another 
Manne in searching for two enemy soldiers who had been observed 
fleeing for cover toward a small pond. Moments later, he located one of 
the enemy soldiers hiding among the reeds and brush. As the three 
Marines attempted to remove the resisting soldier from the pond, 
Lance CAlrporal De La C'"arza observed him pnll the pin on a grenade. 
Shouting a warning, Lance Corporal De La Garza plaeed himself be­
tween the other two Marines and the ensuing blast from the grenade, 
thereby saving the lives of his comrades at the sacrifice of his own. By 
his prompt and decisive action, and his great personal valor in the fSCAl 
of almost certain death, Lance Corporal De La Garza upheld and fur­
ther enhanced the finest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United 
States Naval Service. 
DETHI;EFSEN, MERLYN HANS 

Rank and organizalUm.: Major (then Captain), United States Air 
Force. Place and date " In the air over North Vietnam, 10 March 1967. 
Entered servwe at: Royal, Iowa. Date and pla.oe of birt": .June 29, 
1934, Greenville, Iowa. Oitatum: On March 10, 1967, Major Dethlef­
sen (then Ca,Ptain) was one of a flight of F-lOli aircraft engaged in a 
fire snpprosslon mission desill'l1oo to destrov a kev antiaircraft defen­
sive c,omplex containing surface-to-air-missile.s (SAM), an exception­
,~l1y heavy concentration of antiaircraft artillery, and other automatic 
weapons. The defensive network was situated to dominate the ap­
proach and provide protection to an important North Vietnam indus­
trial center that was scheduled to be attacked bv fighter bombers im­
mediately after the strike by Major Dethlefsen;g flight. In the initial 
attack on the defensive complex the lead aircraft was crippled. and 
Major Dethlefsen's aircraft was extensively damaged by the intense 
enemy fire. Realizing that the Success of the impendmg fighter bomber 
attack on the center now depended on his ability to effecti vely suppre.ss 
the defensive fire, Major Dethlefsen ignored the enemy's overwhelming 
firepower and the damage to his aircraft and pressed his attack. De­
spite a continuing hail of antiaircraft fire, deadly surface-t()-air mis-
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siles, and counrorattacks by MIG inrorceptors, Major Dethlefsen flew 
repearod close range strikes to silence the enemy defensive positions 
wIth bombs and cannon fire. His action in rendering ineffective the 
defensive SAM and antiaircraft artillery sites enabled the ensuing 
fi/i(hror bombers to strike successfully the important industrial tar~t 
wIthout loss or damage to their aircraft, therehy appreciably reducmg 
the enemy's ability to provide essential war material. Major Dethlef­
sen's conspicuous -gallantry, conSUmIllaro skill and selfless dedication 
to this significant mission were in keeping ",;th the hi~hest traditions 
of the TJnited States Air Force and reflect great CredIt upon himself 
and the Armed }<'orces of his country. 
'DEVORE, EDWARD A., JR. 

Rank and &rganization: Specialist 4, TJnited States Army, Com· 
pany B, 4th Battalion, 39th Infantr;, 9th Infantry Division. Pl{JCe 
and date: Near Saigon, Republic of vietnam, 17 March 1968_ Entere.d 
8ervice at: Los Angeles, Calif. Date and piaoe of biTth: June 15, 1947, 
Torran(lll, Calif. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. 
Specialist Edward A. DeVore, Jr., distinguished himself byexcep­
ti;:mally valorous actions on the afrornoon of 17 March 1968, while 
serving as a machine gunner with Company B, 4th Battalion, 39th 
Infantry, 9th Infantry Division, on a reconnaissance in force mission 
approximately Ii kilometers south of Saigon, Republic of Vietnam_ 
Specialist DeVore's platoon, the company's lead element, abruJ'tly 
came under inumse fire from automatic weapons, daymQTe mmes, 
rockets, and grenades from well conCl',sled bunkers in' a nipa palm 
swamp. One inan was killed and three wounded s!bout 20 meters 
from the bnnker complex. Specialist DeVore raced through a hail of 
fire to provide II base of fire with his machinegun, enabling the point 
element to move the wounded baek to friendly lines. Afror support­
ing artillery, gtmships and airstrikes had been employed on the enemy 
positions, a squad was sent forward to retrieve their fallen eomrade. 
Intense enemy frontal and enfilading automatic weapons fire pinned 
down this element in the kill zone. With complete disregard for his 
own personal safety, Specialist DeVore assaulted the enemy positions. 
Hit m the shoulder and knocked down about 35 meters short of his 
objectives, Specialist DeVore, ignoring his pain and the warnings of 
his fellow soldiers, jumped to his feet and continued his assault under 
intense hostile fire. Although mortally wounded during this advance, 
he continued to place highly accuraro suppressive fire upon the en­
trenched insurll"nts_ By drawing the enemy fire upon himself, Special­
ist DeVore enabled the trapped squad to rejoin the platoon in safety. 
Specialist DeVore's extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty m 
close combat were in keeping with the highest traditions of the mili­
tltry service and reflect great credit upon himself, the 39th Infantry, 
and the Unirod Staros Army. 
"DICKEY, DOUGLAS E. 

Rwnk aM &rganization: Private First Class, United States Marine 
Corps, Company C, 1st Battalion, 4th Marines, 9th Marine Amphi­
bious Brigade, 3rd Marine Division (Rein). PEace and date .. Republic 
of Vietnam, 26 March 1967. E'ntered seN';ce at: Cincinnati, Ohio. Date 
and pZaoe of birth: December 24,1946, Greenville, Darke, Ohio, Oita. 
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tion: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty. While participating in Operation 
BEACON HILL 1, the 2nd Platoon was engaged in a fierce battle with 
the Viet C<>ng at close range in dense jungle foliage. Private First Class 
Dickey had come forward to replace a radio operator who had been 
wounded in this intense action and was being treated by a medical 
corpsman. Suddenl,- an enemy grenade landed in the midst of II. group 
of Marines, which mcluded the wounded mdio operator who was im­
mobilized. Fully realizing the inevitable result of his actions, Pri,at" 
First Closs Dickey, in a final valiant act, quickly and unhesitatingly 
threw himself upon the deadly grenade, absorbing with his own b<Jdy 
the full and eomplete force of the explosion. Private First Closs 
Dickey'S personal heroism, extraordinary valor and selfless courage 
88.ved a number of his commdes from certain injury and possible death 
at the cost of his own life. His actions reflected great credit upon him­
self, the Marine C<>rps and the United States Naval Service. He gal­
lantly gave his life for his country. 
DIX, DREW DENNIS 

Ra;"" ami m-ganieafimt: Staff Sergeant, United Stat~s Army, U.S. 
Senior Advisor Group, IV C<>rps, Military Assistance Command. 
Place ami date: Chau Doc Province, Republic of Vietnam, 31 ,January 
and 1 February 1968. Rnt~dHervice at: Denver, Colo. Date and place 
of birth-: Deceinber 14, 1944. West Point, N.Y. rfitatinn: For conspicu­
ous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of dut)'. Staff Sergeant Drew D. Dix distinguished 
himself by exceptional heroism on 31 January and 1 February 1968 
while serving lIS a unit advisor in Chau l'hu, Chau Doc Province, Re­
public of Vietnam. Two heavily armed Viet Cong battalions attacked 
the Province capital city of Chau Phu on 31 January 1968, resulting 
in the complete breakdown and fra!!"fllentation of the defenlll.'s of the 
city. Sergeant Dix, with a patrol of Vietnamese soldiers, was recalled 
to assist in the defense of Chau Phu. Learning that a nurse was 
trapped in a house near the center of the city, Sergeant Dix organized 
a relief force, successfully rescued the nurse, and returned her to the 
safety of the Tactical Operations ("",nter. Being informed of other 
trapped civilians within the city, Sergeant Dix voluntarily led another 
forro to re.scue eight civilian employ_ looated in a building which 
was under heavy mortar and small-arms fire. Sergeant Dix then re­
turned to the center of the city. Upon approaching a building, he was 
subjected to intense automatic rille and machinegun fire upon from an 
unknown number of Viet Cong. He personally aSsaulted the building, 
killing six Viet Cong, and rescuin~ two Filipinos. The following day 
Sergeant Dix, still on his own volItion, assembled a 20-man force and 
thongh under intense enemy fire cleared the Viet Cong out of the hotel, 
theater, and other adjacent buildings within the citv.During this por­
tion of the attack, Army Republic of Vienam soldiers, inspired by the 
heroism and success of Sergeant Dix, rallied and commenced firing 
uoon the Viet ConI!". Sergeant Dix captured 20 prisoners, including" 
high ranking Viet Cong official. He then attacked enemy troops who 
had ent"red the residence of the Deputy Province Chief and was suc­
cessful in rescuing the official's wife and children. Sergeant Dix's per­
sonal heroic actions result"d in 14 confirmed Viet Cong killed in 
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action and possibly 25 more, the capture of 20 prisoners, 15 weapons, 
and the rescue of the 14- United States and free world civilians. The 
heroism of Sergeant Dix was in the highest tradition and reflects great 
credit upon the United States Army. 
"DOANE, STEPHEN HOLDEN 

Rank and IYrlll1/l!izatUm: First Lieutenant, United States Army, 
Company B, 1st Battalion, 5th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division. 
Place and <14k: Hau Nghi .. Promce, Republic of Vietnam, 25 March 
1969. Emered se"..,ice at: Albany, N.Y. Date and 'l.'we of birth: Octo­
ber 13, 194-7, Beverely, Mass. OitatUm: For consplcuouS gallantry and 
intrepidit.v in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty. First Lieutenant Stephen H. Doane, Infantry, Company B, 
1st Battalion, 5th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division, was servtng as a 
platoon leader in Hau Nghia Province, Republic of Vietnam, on 25 
March 1969, when his COmpany, engaged in a ·tactical operation, 
abruptlY contacted an enemy force concealed in ,Protected bunkers and 
trencheS. 'J1lree of the leading soldiers were pmned down hV enemy 
crossfire. One was seriously wounded. After efforts of one platoon to 
rescue these men had failed, it became obvious that only It small group 
could sUcea!Sfully move close enoll/!'h to destroy the enemy position 
and rescue or relieve the trapped soldiers. Lieutenant Doane, although 
fully aware of the danger of such an action. crawled to the nearest 
enemy bunker and silenCed. it. He was wounded hut continued to ad­
vance to It second enemy bunker. As he prel'ared to throw a grenade, 
he was again wounded. Undaunted, he deliberately pulled the pin on 
the grenade and lunged with it into the enemy hunker, destroying this 
final obstacle. Lieutenant Doane's supreme act enahled his compan,)' 
to rescue the trapped men without further casualties. The extraordi­
nary courage and selflessness displayed by this officer were an inspira­
tion to his men and are in the hlghest traditions of the United States 
Army. 
DOLBY, DAVID CHARLES 

Rank and IYrgankation: Sergeant (then SP4), United States Army, 
Company B, 1st Battalion (Airborne), 8th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Divi­
sion (Airmobile). Place and date: Republic of Vietnrunl 21 May 1966. 
Entered 8e'l'!Tice at: Philadelphia, Pa. Date and pkroe of birth: May 14, 
1946, Norristown, Pa. G.O. No.: 45, 20 October 1967. OitatUm:Forcon­
Bpicuollll gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond 
the 00.11 of duty, when his platoon, while advancing taCtically, suddenly 
came under intense fire from the enemy located on a ridflS immediately 
to the front. Six members <>f the platoon were killed 1l1Si'4ntly and .. 
number were wounded. including the platoon leader. Sergeant Dolby's 
every move brought fire from the enemy. However, aware that the 
platoon leader was critically wounded, and that the platoon was in a 
precarious situation, Sergeant Dolby moyed the wounded men to safety 
and deployed the remainder of the platoon to engage the enemy. Sub­
sequently, his dying platoon leader ordered Sergeant Dolby to with­
draw the forward elements to rejoin the platoon. Despite the c<>ntinu­
ing intense enemy fire and with utter disregard for his own safety, 
Serl!eant Dolby positioned ahle-bodied men to cover the withdrawal of 
the forward elements, assisted the wounded to the new positi<>n, and he, 
alone, attacked enemy positions until his ammunition was expended. 
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Replenishing his ammunition, he returned to ,the area of most intense 
action, slnglehandedly killed three enemy machine gunners and neu­
tralized the enemy fire, thus enablino- friendly elements On the flank 
to advance on the enemy redoubt. He ;refied the enemy fire to personally 
carry a seriously wounded soldier to safety where he could be treated 
and, returning to the forward area, he crawled through withering fire 
to within fifty meters of the enemy bunkers and threw smoke grenades 
to mark them for air strikes. Althongh repeatedly under fire at close 
range from enemy snipers and automatic weapons, Sergeant Dolby 
directed artillery fire on the enemy and succeeded in silencinll several 
enemy weapons. He remained in his exposed location until nis com­
rades had displaced to more secure positions. His actions of unsur­
passed "alor dl!ring .four hours of in~nse co~ba~ wore a source of 
mSpIratIOn to hIS enbre company, contributed SIgnIficantly to the suc­
cess of the overall assault on the enemy position, and were directly 
,.~sponsible for saving the lives of a number of his fellow soldiers. 
Sergeant Dolby'~ heroism was in th" highest tradition of th" United 
States Army. (This award supersedes Ilwu,rd of the Silver Star for 
gnllunh'Y in action on 21 May 1966 to Sergeant Dolby as annolllced 
in General Orders Number 2839, Headquurtsrs 1st Cavalry Division 
(Airmobile), APO San Francisco 96490, dated 15 August 1966.) 
DONLON, ROGER InJGH C. 

Rank and organ,katiDn: Capm.in, United States Army. Place awl 
date: Near Nam Dong, Republic of Vietnam, 6 July 1964. Entered 
8e1'iJ'ice at: Fort Chaffee, Ark. Date awl place of birth: .January 30, 
1934, Saugerties, N.Y. G.O. No.: 41,17 December 1964. Oitation: For 
£onspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his own life above 
and beyond the call of duty while defending n, United States military 
inst"llation against a fierce attack by hostile forees. Captain Donlon 
was serving as the Commanding Officer of the United States Army 
Speci"l Forces Detachment A·'26 at Camp Nam Dong when a min-

• fOl'""d Viet Cong battalion suddenly launched a full-scale, predawn 
attack on the Camp. During the violent battle that ensued, lasting 5 
hours and resulting in heavy casualties on both sides, Captain Donlon 
directe.d the defense operations in the midst of an enemy barrage of 
mortar shells, falling grenades, and extremely heavy gunfire. Upon 
the initial onslaught, he swiftly marshaled his forces and ordered the 
removal of the needed ammunition from a blazing building. He then 
dashed throullh a hail of small arms and exploding handwellades to 
abort a breach of the main g!lte. En route to this position he detected 
an enemy demolition team of thr"" in the proximity of the main gate 
and quickly annihilated them. Although exposed to the int€nse gre­
nade attaek, he then sueceeded in reaching a 60mm mormr position 
despi!s sustaininll a severe stomach wound ItS he WM within ~ yards 
of the ganpit. Wben he discovered tbat most of the men in this p;tm­
pit were also wounded, he eompldely (lisregurded his own inJUry, 
directed their ",ithdrawal to a locution 30 metst'S away, and ugain 
risked his own life by remaining hehind and coyering the movement 
with the utmost effectiveness. Noticing that his t<Jam ser~eant was 
unable to evacuate the gunpit, he crawled toward him and, while drag­
ging the f"lIen soldier ont of the gnnpit, an enemy mortar exploded 
and inflicte(l !1 wound in Captain Donlon's left shoulder. Although 
suffering from multiple wounds, he carried the abandoned 60mm 
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mortar weapon to a new looa.tion 30 meters a.wa.y where he found 
three wounded defenders. After administering first aid and encour­
agement to these men, he left the weapon with them, headed toward 
another position, and retrieved a 51mm reeoilless rifle. Then with 
great courage and coolness under fire, he returned to the abandoned 
~pit, evacuated ammunition for the two we&:(lons and, while craw l­
Ing and dragging the urgently needed aIn1Uumtion, received a third 
wound on his leg by an enemy handgrenade. Despite his critical 
physical condition, he ~ crawled 115 meters to an 81mm mortar 
position and directed firmg operations which protected the seriously 
threatened east sector of the Camp. He then moved to an eastern 
60mm mortar position and upon determining that the vicious enemy 
assault had weakened! ~ra."(led back to the gunpit with the 60mm 
mortar, set it up for <letIlnSive operations, and turned it over to two 
defenders with minor wounds. Without hesitation, he left this Shel­
tered position and moved from position to position around the be­
leaguered perimeter while hurling handgrenadee at the enemy and 
inspiring his men to superhuman effort. As he bravely continUed to 
move around the perimeter, a mortar Shell eXJ?loded, wounding him 
in the face and body. As the long awaited daylight brought defeat to 
the enemy forces and their retreat back to tlie jungle leaving behind 
fifty four of their dead, manv weapons, and grenades. Captain Don­
lon immediately reorganized "his defenses and adminlst"red first aid 
to the wounded. FGs dynamic leaderShip, fortitude, and valiant efforts 
inspired not only the American peTSOnnel but the friendly Vietn.­
IllilSe defenders as well and resulted in the successful defense of the 
Camp. Captain Donlon's eonspicuous gallantry, extraordinary hero­
ism, and intrepiditv at the risk of his own life a.bove and beyond the 
call of duty are in "the highest traditions of the United States Army 
and reflect great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of his 
country. 
DUNAGAN, KERN W. 

Rank and <YfUiUnizatWn: Major, Unlted States Army, Company A, 
1st Battalion, 46 Infantry, Americal Division. Plfwe and date: 
Quang Tin Province, Republic of Vietnam, 13 May' 1969. E1Ite1'ed 
service at: Los ~les, Calif. Date arnd place of birth: February 20, 
1934, Superior, ArIZ. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intre­
pidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty. Ma.jor (then Captain) Kern W. Dunagan., Infantry, distin­
guished himself during the period May 13 and 141.1969, while serving 
til'! Commandinj5 Officer, Company A, 1st BattaJion, 46th Infantry, 
Americal Dimon, in Quang Tin Province, Republic of VietnanL On 
May 13, 1969, Major Dunagan was leading an attaek to relieve pres­
sure on the battalIon's forward support base when his company came 
under intense fire from a well-entrenched enemy battalion. Despite 
continuous hostile fire from a numerically superior force, Major Duna­
gan repeatedly and fearlessly exposed hiinself in order to locate enemy 
positions, direct friendly supporting artilleryl. and position the men 
of his c"mpanv. In the early evening, while airecting an element of 
his unit into perimeter guard, he was seriously wounded during an 
enemy mortar attack, but he refused to leave the battlefield and con­
tinued to supervise the evacuation of dead and wounded and to lead 
his command in the difficult task of disengaging from an aggressive 
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cuemy. In spite of painful wounds and extreme fatigue, Major Duna­
gan risked heavy fire on two occasions to rescue critically wounded 
men. He was again seriously wounded. Undaunted, he continued to 
display outetanding courage ,Professional competenoo, and leadership 
and successfully extricated Ills command from its untenable position 
on the evening of May 14. Having maneuvered his command into con­
tact with an adjacent friendly unit, he learned that a six-man party 
from his company was under fire and had not reached the new perim­
eter. Major Dunagan unhesitatingly went back and searched for his 
men. Finding one soldier critically wounded, M<ajor Dunagan, ignoring 
his own wounds lifted the man to his shoulders and carried him to the 
comparative safety of the friendly perimeter. Before permitting him­
self to be evacuated, he insured all of his wounded received emergency 
treatment and wer& removed from the area. Throu$hout the engagtr 
ment, Major Dunl!.gllJl's actions gave great inspiratIon to his men and 
were d.i.:reCtly responsible for saving the lives of many of his fellow 
soldiers. ]'la)or Dunagan's conspicuous gallantry, extraordinary hero­
ism and intrepidity, ahove and beyond the call of duty, are in the high­
est traditions of the United States Army and refloot great credit on 
him, his unit, and the Science Scholars for 11)11. 
*DURHAJlf, HAROLD BASCOM, JR. 

Rank and O1'ganioation: Second Lieutenant, United States Army, 
Battery C, 6th Battalio.!l.l. 15th Artillery, 1st Infantry Division. PlaCe 
and date: Repuhlic of vietnam 17 October 1967. Entered ae1"Vice at: 
Atlanta, Ga. Date and place of birth: October 12, 1942, Rocky Mount, 
N.C. Oitation: Second Lieutenant Harold B. Durham, Jr., Artillery, 
distinguished hImself by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at 
the cost of his life above and beyond the call of duty on 17 October 
1967 while assilPled to Battery C! 6th Battalion, 15th Artillery, 1st 
Infantry DivisIOn, the Republic ot Vietnam. On this date, Lieutenant 
Durbam was serving as a forward observer with Company D, 2nd 
Battalion, 28th Infantry, during a battalion reconnaissance in force 
mission. At approximately 1015 hours contact was made with an enemy 
force concealed in well camouflaged positions and fortified bunkers. 
Lieutenant Durham immediately moved into an exposed I?osition to 
adjust the supporting artillery me onto the insurgents. Dunug a brief 
lull in the battle he administered emergency first aid to the wounded 
in spite of heavy enemy sniper fire directed toward him. Moments 
later, as enemy units assaulted friendly positions, he learned that Com­
paUl A, beanng the brunt of the attack, had lost its forward observer. 
WIllie he was moving to replace the wounded observer, the enemy 
detonated a cla'ymore mine, severel'y wounding him in the head and 
impairing his VIsion. In spite of the Intense pain, he continued to direct 
the supporting artillery fire and to employ his indlvidual weapon in 
support of the hard pressed infantrymen. As the enemy pressed their 
attsck1 Lieutenant Durham called for supporting fire to be 'placed al­
most airectiy on his position. Twice the Insurgents were driven back, 
leaving many dead and wounded behind. Lieutemmt Durham was then 
taken to a secondary defensive position. Even in his extremely weak­
ened condition, he continued to call artillery fire onto the enemy. He 
refused to seek cover and instead positioned himself in a small clear­
ing which afforded a better vantaga point :from which to adjust the 
fire. Suddenly, he was severely wounded a second time by enemy 
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mnchincgnn fire. As he lay on the ground near death, he saw two Viet 
Cong approaching, shootmg the defenseless wonnded men. With his 
last effort, Lieutenant Durham shouted a warning to a nearby soldier 
who immediately killed the insurgents. Lieutenant Durham died mo­
ments later, still grasping the radio handset. Lieutenant Durham's 
gallant actions in close combat with an enemy force are in keeping with 
the highest traditions of the military serviee and reflect great credit 
upon himself, his unit, and the United States Arrny. 
'EVANS, DONALD W., JR. 

Rar,k and o"ganization: Specialist 4, United States Army, Com­
pany A, 2nd Battalion, 12 Infantry, 4th Infantry Division. PUMe atnit 
date: 'l'ri Tam, Republic of Vietnam, 21 January 1961. Entered 8erv­
iee at: Fort Bliss, Tex. Date and pl~oe of birth: July 23, 1943, Covina, 
Calif. C'itatu.m: For cAlnspicuous gallantry and intrepidity m a.:tion 
at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. He left his 
position of relative safety with his platoon which had not yet been 
committed to the battle to anSWer the calls for medicu.l aid from the 
wounded men of another platoon which was heavily engaged with the 
enemy force. Dashing aCross One hundred meters of open area through 
a withering hail of enemy fire and exploding grenades, he admims­
tered life saving treatment t<l one individual and continued to expose 
himsclf to n,e deadly enemy fire us he moved to treat each of the other 
wOllnded men and to offer them enconragement. Realizing that the 
wounds of one man required immediate attention, Specialist Evans 
dragged the injured soldier back across the dangerous fire-swept area, 
to a secure position from which he could be further evacuated. Mirac­
ulously escaping the enemy fusillade, Spedalist Evans returned to 
the forward location. As he continued the treatment of the wounded, 
he was struck by fragments from an enemy grenade. Despite his seri­
ous and painful injury he succeeded in eva.:uating another wounded 
comrade, rejoined his platoon as it was committed to battle, and was 
soon treating other wounded soldiers. As he evacuated another 
wounded IllilJl across the fire covered field, he was sC"erely wounded. 
Continuing to refuse medical attention and ignoring advice to remain 
behind, he managed with his waning strength t<l move yet another 
wounded comrade across the dangerous open area to safety. Disre­
garding his painful wounda and seriously weakened from profuse 
bleeding, he continued his life saving medical aid and 'Was killed while 
treating another wounded comrade. Specialist Evans' extraordinary 
valor, dedication and indomitable spirit saved the lives of severnl of 
his fellow soldiers, served as an inspIration to the men of his company, 
were· instrumental in the success of their mi!'Sion, and reflect great 
credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of his country. 
'EVANS, I{ODNEY J. 

Rnnk and organization: Sergeant, United Stat<!S Army, Company 
D, 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division. Pl.aee and date: 
1'ay Ninh Province, Republic of Vietnam, 18 July 1969. Entered 8e""­
ice at: Montgomery, Ala. Date and place of birth: July 11, 1948, 
Gh"lsen, Mass. C'itation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in 
action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Ser­
geant Iwdney J. Evans distinguished himself bv extraordinary hero­
ism on IS J·uly 1969 while serving as a squad leader in a reconnaissance 
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sweep through heavy vegstation to reconnoiter a strong enemy posi­
tion. As the force app,roached a well-defined trail, the platoon scout 
warned that the trUll was booby trapped. Sergeant Emns led Ilis 
squad on a route parallel to the trail. The force had started to move 
forward when a nearby squad was hit by the blast of a concealed mine. 
Looking to his right sergeant Evans saw a set'Ond enemy deviee. With 
complete disregard for his own safetv he shontod a warning to his 
men, dived to the ground and crawled toward the mine. Just as he 
readIed it an enemy soldier detonated the explosive and Sergeant 
Evans absorbed the full impact with his body. His gallant and selfless 
action saved his comrades from probable death or i'njury and served 
as an inspiration to his entire unit. Sergeant Evans' conSpicnous gal­
lantry and intrepidity in action at the cost of his own life wer<; in 
keeping with the hif:liest traditions of the military service and reflect 
great credit upon hmlself, his uuit, and th" Unitoo States Army. 
FERGUSON, FREDERICK EDGAR 

Rank awl organWatio1!: Chief \Varrant Officer, United States 
Anny, Company C, 227th Aviation Battalion, 1st Cavalry Division 
(Airmobile). Place and dnto: H ne, Republic of Vietnam, 31 January 
1968. Entered service at: Fort \Valters, Tex. Date and place of birth: 
August 18, 1939, Pilot Point, Tex. Citation: For conspicuollS gallantry 
and intrepiditv in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty. Chief Warrant Officer Frederick E. Ferguson, Unitoo 
States Army, distinguished himself by conspicuollS gallantry and in­
trepidity while ""rving with CompUllY C, 221th Aviation Battalion, 
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) nt Hue, Republic of Vietnam. On 
31 January 1968, Chief \Varr[lnt Officer Ferguson, commander of a. 
resupply helicopter, monitoring an emer!!ency call from wounded pas­
""ngers and crewmen of a downed helicopter under heavy o.ttltck 
within the enemy controlled city of Hue, unhesitlltingly volunteered 
to attempt evacuation. Despite warnings from all aircratt to stay etc-ftr 
of the area due to heavy antiaircmft fire, Chief W"rmnt Officer Fergu­
son began a low· level flight at maximum airspeed "long the Perfume 
River toward the tiny, isolated South Vietnamese Army compound in 
which the crash survivors had taken refuge. Coolly and skillfully 
m:tintaining his course in the face of intense, short ran!!e fir<; from 
enemy occupied buildings and boats, he displayed superior flying skill 
and tenacity of purpose by landing his aircraft in an extremely con­
fined area in a blindinl!: dust cloud under heavy mort",r and small armS 
fire. Although the helicopter was severely damaged by mortar frag­
ments during the loading of the wounded, Chief "Warrant Officer 
Ferl!:uson disregarded the damage and, taking off through the con­
tinuing hail of mortar fire, he flew his crippled aircraft on the return 
route through the rain of fire that he had experienced earlier and 
safely returned his woundoo passengers to friendly control. Chief 
Warrant Officer Ferguson's extraordinary gallantry, determination 
and intrepidity saved the lives of five of hIS comrades. His actions are 
in the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit 
on himself and the United States Army. " 
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'FERNANDEZ, DANIEL 
Rank a1u1 O1'ganiMtion: Specialist 4 United States Army, Com­

pan~ C, 1st Battalion, 5th Infantry IMechanized), 25th Infantry 
DiVIsion. Plaoe a1Ul date: Cu Chi, Hau N ghia ProVInce, Republic of 
Vietnam, 18 February 1966. Entemd servwe at: Albuquerq"!.ez N. Mex. 
Date a1Ul place of binh: June 30, 1944, Albuquerque N. Mex. 0'.0. 
No.: 21, 26 April 1967. Oitaticn: For conspicuous gahantry and in­
trepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the calI of duty. 
Speciahst Fernandez demonstrated indomitable courage when the 
patrol was ambushed by a Viet Cong rifle company and driven back 
by the intense enemy automatic weapons fire before it could evacuate 
an American soldier who had been wounded in the Viet Con~ attack. 
Specialist Fernandez, a sergeant and two other volunteers lmmedi­
ateIy fought their way through devastating fire and exploding gre­
nades to reach the fallen soldier. Upon reaching their mIlen comrnde 
the sergeant was struck in the knee by machinegun fire and immo­
biliz(·d. Specialist Fernandez took charge, rallied the left flank of 
his patrol and began to assist in the recovery of the wOlmded sergeant. 
While first aid was being administered to the wounded man, a sudden 
increase in the accuracy and intensity of enemy fire forced the volun­
teer group to take cover. As they did, an enemy grenade landed in 
the midst of the group, although some men did not see it. Realizing 
there was no time for the wounded sergeant or the other men to protest 
themselves from the grenade blast. Specialist Fernandez vaulted over 
the wounded sergeant and threw hllnself on the grenade as it ex­
ploded, saving the lives of his four comrades at tlie sacrifice of his 
own. Specialist Fernandez' profound concern for his fellow soldiers, 
his conspicuous gaIlantrv, and his intrepidity at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty are in the highest traditions of the 
United States Army and reflect great credit upon himself and the 
Armed Forces of his country. 
FISHER, BERNARD FRANCIS 

Rank a1Ul O1'ganizatilm: Major, United States Air Force, 1st Air 
Conunandos. Pkwe a1Ul date: Bien Hoa and Pleiku, Vietnam, 
10 ~farch 1966. Ente'/'ed service at: Kuna Idaho. Date a1Ul 
place of birth: January 11, 1927, San Bernl1.rdino, Oalif. Oitatilm: 
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above 
and beyond the call of duty. On that date, the special forces camp at 
A Shau was under attack by 2,000 North Vietnamese Army Regulars. 
Hostile troops had positioned themselves between the airstrip and the 
camp. Other hostile troops hsd surrounded the camp and were con­
tinuously raking it with automatic weapons fire from the surround­
ing hills. The to.!'!' of the l,500-foot hills were obscured by an 800· 
foot ceiling, limlting aircraft maneuverability and forcing pilots to 
operate within range of hostile gun positions, which often were able to 
fire down on the attacking aircraft. During the battle, Major Fisher 
obsen-ed a fellow airman crash land on the battIe-torn airstrip. In the 
belief that the downed pilot was seriously injured and in imminent 
danger of capture, Major Fisher announced his intention to land on 
the airstrip to effect a rescue. Although aware of the extreme danger 
and likely failure of such an sttempt, he elected to continue. Directing 
his own air c.over, he landed his aircraft and taxied almost the fuIl 
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length trl the runway, whidh WII5 littered with battle debris and parts 
of an exploded aircraft. While effecting a successful rescue of the 
downed pilot, heavy ground fire WII5 obServed, with nineteen bullets 
striklnli: his e.iroraft. In the flLOO of the withering ground fire, he 
applied' pow~ and gained enough speed to lift-off at the oVerrun of 
the airstri{'. Major Fisher's conspicuous gallantry, his profound con­
cern for his fellow airmlL11, and his intrepidity at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty are in the highest traditions of the 
United States Air Force and reflect great credit upon himself llnd the 
Armed Forces of his country. 
·FLEEK, CHARLES CLINTON 

Hank arul <YI'ganwtiMl: Sergeant, United States Army, Company 
C, 1st Battalion, 27th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division. PZace aM 
date: Binh Duong Province, Republic of Vietnam, Zi May 1967. En­
tered 8e'l'1JWe at: Cincinnati, Ohio. Date 004 pZace of birth: August 
28, 1947, Petersburg, Ky. OitatiMt: For eonspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidit.Y in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty. Sergeant Charles C. Fleek distinguished himseff while serv­
ing !IS a squall leader in Company C, 1st Battalion, Zith Infantry, 
25th Infautrv Division, on 27 May 1969, during an ambush operation 
in Binh Duong Province, Republic of Vietnam. Sergeant Fleek's unit 
was deployed in ambush locations when a large enemy force ap­
proached the position. Suddenly, the leading enemv element, sensing 
the ambush, halted and started to withdraw. Reacting instantly, Ser­
geant Fleek opened fire 1l.IId directed the effective fire of his men upon 
the numeri",'lllv superior enemy foree. During the fierce battle that 
followed, an &lemy soldier threw '" grenade into the squad position. 
Realizing that his men had not seen the grenade, Sergeant Fleek, 
although in a position to seek cover, shouted a warning to his com­
rades and threw himself onto the grenade, absorbing its blast. His gal­
lant action undoubtedly saved the lives or _prevented the injury of at 
least eight of his fellow soldiers. Ser~t Fleek's gallantry and will­
ing self-sacrifice were in keeping Wlth the highest traditIOns of the 
military service and reflect great credit on himself, his unit, and the 
United States Army. 
FLEMING, JAMES P. 

Rank arul <Yrgami£atiMt: Captain United States Air Foree, 20th 
Special Operations Squadron, Nha Thang Air Base. Place arul date: 
Near Due Co, Republic of Vietman, 26 November 1968. Entered 
8e1'1Jice at: Pullman, Wash. Date arul place of bit-tn,: March 12 1943, 
Sedalia, Mo. Oitation: For eonspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in 
action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. 
On 26 November 1968, Captain Fleming (then First Lieutenant) 
distinguished himself as the Aircraft Commander of a DH-IF trans­
port Helicopter near Duc Co, Republic of Vietnam. On that date, 
Captain Fleming went to the aid of a six-man Special Forces I,ong 
Range Recounaissance Patrol that waS in danger of being overrun by 
a large, heavily armed hostile force. Despite the knowled/i" that one 
helicopter had been downed by intense hostile fire, Captlllll Fleming 
descended, and balanced his helicopt.er on a river bank with the tail 
boom hanging over open wat.er. The patrol could not penetrate to the 
landing site and he was forced to withdraw. Dangerously low on fuel, 
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Captain Fleming repeated his ol-iginallanding maneuver. Disregard­
ing his own safety, he remaiued in this exposed position. Hostile fire 
crashed through his windscreen fl., the patrol boarded his helicopter. 
Captain Fleming mude a successful takeoff through a baITage of 
hostile fire and recovered safely at a forward base. Captain Fleming'S 
conspicuous gallantry, his profound concern for his fellowmen, and 
his intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty 
are in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Air 
Force and rellect great credit upon himself and the Armed Forees of 
his country . 
. FOLEY, ROBERT F. 

Rank and organization: Captain, United States Armv, Company A, 
2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division. Place a!fld 
date: Ncar QUlln Dan Tieng, Republic of Vietnam,;; November 1966. 
Entered serlfice at: Newton, :Mnss. Date and pi.(J/)e of birth: May 30, 
1941, Newton, Mfl.'>. •• Oitatil>n: For conspicuous gallantry and intre­
pidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty. Captain :Foley's company was ordered to extricaro another 
company of tho Batt.alion. Moving through the dense jungle to aid 
the besieged uuit, Company A encountered .. strong enemy force 
occupying well concealed, defensive positions, and the company's 
leadin!\, element quicklv sustained several casu"lti,,~. Captain Foley 
immedlarolv ran forward to the SCene of most intense aetlOn to dir<>et 
tho company's eJIor!;s. Deploying one platoon oJ!. the flank, he led the 
other two platoons III an attack on the enemy III the face of lllronse 
fire. During this action both radio operators accompanying him were 
wounded. At grave risk to himself he defied the enemy's murderous 
fire, and helped the wounded operators to a position where they could 
receive medlcal care. As he moved forward again olle of rns machine­
gun crews was wounded. Seizing the weapon, he charged forward 
firing the machincgun, shouting orders and rallying his men, thus 
illuintaining the momentum of t,he attack. Under' increasingly hea,;y 
enemy fire he ()!-dered his assistant, to take cover and, alone, Captam 
Foley continued to advance firing the machinegUII until the wounded 
had been emcuated and the attack in this area could he resumed. When 
movement on t.he other flank was baIted by !lie enemy's fanatical 
dcfenS<", Captain Foley moved to personally direct this critical phase 
of the battle. IJeading the renewed effort he was blown off his feet and 
wounded by an enemy grenade. Despite his painful wounds he refused 
medical aid and persewred in the forefront of the attack on the enemy 
redoubt. II e led the assault on several enemy gun emplacements 
and, singlehandedly, destroyed three such posidons. His outstilllding 
personal leadership, lmder intense enemy fire dnring the fierce battle 
which lasted for S<"veral hours, inspired his men to beroic etrorts and 
was instrumental in the ultimate success of the operation. Captain 
:Foley's magnificent courage, selfless concern. for his men and pro­
fessional skill rellect the utmost credit upon himself and the United 
States Army. 

·FOLLA~"D, MICHAEL FLEMING 
Rank a!fId I>rganiJJaiil>n: Corporal, United States Army, Company 

D, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Infantry, 199th Infantry Brigade. Place a!fId 
date: Long Kahn, Providence, Republic oJ Vietnam, 3 July 1969. 

• 
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Entered .ervice at: Richmond, Va. Date atul place of birth: April 15, 
1949, Richmond, Va. Citation: For wnspicuous gallantry and intre­
pidity in action at the risk of his life above and heyond the call of 
dnty. Corporal Michael F. Folland distinguished himself on 3 July 
1969 while serving as an ammunition hearer with the weapons platoon 
of Company D, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Infantry, 199th Infantry Brigade 
during a reconnaissance patrol mission in Long Khanh Province, Re­
public of Vietnam. As the patrol was moving through a dense jungle 
area, it was caught in an intense crossfire from heavily fortified and 
eonce.led enemy ambush positions. As the patrol reacted to neutralize 
the ambush, it 'booame evi.dent that the heavy weapons could not be 
used in the cramped fighting area. Corporal Folland dropped his re,­
coilless rifle ammunition, and ran forward to join his oommander in 
an assault on the enemy blmitel1l. The assaulting force moved forward 
until it was pinned down directly in front of the heavily fortlfied 
bunkers by ma.chinegun fire. Corporal Folland stood up to draw ooemy 
fire on himself and to place suppressive fire on the enemy positions 
while his commander attempted to destroy the machine~ positions 
with grooMes. Before the officer could throw a grenade, an enemy 
grenade landed in the position. Corporal Folland alerted his comrades 
and his commander hurled the grenade from the position. 1'\-'hen a sec­
ond enemy grenade landed in the position, Corporal Folland again 
shouted a warning to his fellow soldiers. Seeing that no one could ",ach 
the/.renade and realizing that it was about tD explode, Corporal Fol­
Ian , with complete disregard for his own safety, threw himself on 
the grenade. By his dauntless courage, Corporal Folland saved the 
lives of his commdes although he was mortally wounded hy the explo­
sion. Corporal Folland's extraordinary heroism, at the cost of his life, 
was in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and 
reflects great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States 
Army. 
"FOSTER, PAUL HELLSTROM 

Rank and (trganiza&ion: Sergeant, United States Marine Corps Re­
serve, 2nd Bnttalion, 4th Marines, 3rd Marine Division. Place amd 
date: Near Con Thien, R"public of Vietnam, October 14, 1967. Entered 
8erviee at: San Francisco, Calif. Date and place of birth: April 17, 
1939, San Mateo, Calif. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of his life above and heyond the 0&11 of duty 
while servinI!' as an Artillery Liaison Onerations Chief with the 2nd 
Battalion, 4th ~farine,!> lIrd'Marine Dh:'sion, near Can Thien in the 
Republic of Vietnam. m the early morning hours of 14 October 1967, 
the 2nd Batt&lion was occupying'a defensive position which protected 
a hridge on the road leading from Con Thien to Cam 1,0. Suddenly, 
the Marines' position came !lllder a heavy volume of mortar llnd artil­
le~y fire, followed by an aggressive enenlY ground assault. In the en­
sUlng engagement, the hostile force penetrated the perimeter and 
brought a heavy concentration of small arms, llutomatie weapons, and 
rocket fire. to bear 011 the Battalion Command Post. AlthOltgh his posi­
tion in the Fire Support Coordination Center wus dangerously ex­
posed to enemy fire and he was wounded when an enemy hal1dgrenade 
exploded near his position, Sergeant Foster resolutely continued to 
direct accurate mortar and artillery fire on the advancing North Viet­
namese troops. As the attack continued, a handgrenude landed in the 
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midst of Sergeant Fostsr and his five companions. Re&lizing the dan­
ger: he shouted a warning, threw hi. armored vest over the grenade, 
and unhesitatingly placed his own body over the armored vest. When 
the grenade exploded, Sergeant Fostsrabsorbed the entire blast with 
his own body and was mortaJly wounded. His heroic actions undoubt­
edly saved hi. comrades from further injury or possible death. Ser­
geant Foster's courage, extraordinary heroism, and unfaltsring devo­
tion to duty reflectsd great credit upon himself and the Marine Corps 
and upheld the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service. 
He gallantly gave his life for his country. 
-FOURNET, DOUGLAS B. 

Rank aM 07'ganiza;t;Wn: First Lieutsnant, Dnitsd States Army, 
Company B, 1st Battalion. 7th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division (Air­
mobile). PllWe aM date: A Shau Valley, Republic of Vietnam, 4 May 
1968. Ent&red 8e1"lJWe at: New Orleans, La. Date aM pllWe of birrth: 
May 7, 1943, Lalm Charles, La. OitatWn: For conspicuous gallantry 
and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty. First Lieutsnant Douglas B. Fournet, Infantry, distin­
Ir1lished himself by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action on 
4; May 1968 while serving as mre platoon leader of the 2nd Platoon, 
Compan:y B, 1st Battalion, 7th Cava!r,y, 1st Cavalry Division (Air­
mobile) In the Republic of Vietnam. While advancing uphill against 
fortified enemy positions in the A Shau Valley, the platoon encoun­
tsred intsuse sruper fire, making movement very difficult. The right 
flank man suddeuly discovered an enemy claymore mine covering the 
routs of advance and shoutsd a warning to his comrades. Realizing 
that the enemy would a1eo be alerted, Lieutsnant Fournet ordered his 
men to talro cover and ran uphill toward the mine, drawing a sheath 
knife as he approached it. WIth complets disregard for his own safety 
a.nd realizing the inlminent da.nger to members of his command, he 
used his body as a shield in front of the mine as he attemptsd to slash 
the control wires leading from the enemy positions to the mine. As he 
reached for the wire the mine was detonated, killing him instantly. 
Five men nearest the mine were slightly wounded, but Lieutenant 
Fournet's heroic and un.<selfish act spared his men of serious injury or 
death. His gallantry and willing self-sacrifice are in keeping with the 
highast traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon 
himself, his unit, and the Dnitsd States Army. 
-FODS, JAMES W. 

Rank aM O1'ganization: Private First Class, Dnitsd States Army, 
Company E, 4th Battalion, 47th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division. 
Place aM date: Kien Hoa Province, Republic of Vietnam, 14 May 
1968. Entered .ervwd at: Omaha, Nebr. Date aM place of birth: 
October 14) 1946, Omaha, Nebr. Oitation: For conspicnous gallantry 
and intrepIdity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty. Private First Class James W. FoUB distinguished himself 
by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above 
and beyond the ca.ll of duty on 14 May 1968 while serving lIS a rifleman 
with Company E, 4th Battalion, 47th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division 
in the Republic of Vietnam. On this dats, Privats Fons WIIS partici. 
pating in It reconnaissance in force mission in Kien HOIL Province when 
his unit formed its perimetsr defense for the night. Private Pous, to-

• 
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gether with three other American soldiers, occupied a position in & 

thickly vegetated IIre& fllCing a woodline. Private FoUl! detected three 
Viet Cong maneuvering toward his position and, after IIlerting the 
other men, di.reeted lICCurate fire upon the enemy soldiers, silencing 
two of the.m. The third Viet Cong soldier ma.naged to eaca.pe in the 
thick vegetation after throwing a handgrenade into Private Fous' 
position. Without hesitation, Private FoUl! shouted a warning to his 
comrades and leaped upon the lethal explosive, absorbing the blast 
with his own body to save the lives of the three men in the area at the 
sacrifice of his own life. Private Fous' conspicuous gallantry and ex­
traordinary heroism at the cost of his own life were in keeping with 
the highest tmditions of the military service and reflect; great credit 
upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 
FOX, WESI.EY L. . 

Ratnlc artd Cf1'g(J!f;Watimt.' Captain, United Stutes Marine Corps, Com­
pany A, 1st Battalion, 9th Marines, 3rd Marine Division. PZMe artd 
date: Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam, 22 February 1969. 
Entered eenWe at: Leesburg, Va. Date artd place of b>irth: Septem­
ber 301 1931, Herndon, Va. Oitatimt: For conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepIdity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call ot duty 
while serving as Commanding Officer of Company A, 1st Battalion, 
9th Marines,.3rd Marine Division, in action against the enemy in the 
northern A Shau Valley Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam, 
on 22 February 1969. Captain (then First Lieutenant) Fox's com­
pany came under intense nre from a large well concealed enemy foree. 
Captain Fox maneuvered to a position from which he could assess the 
situation and confer with his platoon leaders. As they departed to ex­
ecute the plan he had devised, the enemy attacked and Captain Fox 
was wounded along with all of the other members of the command 
groul!, except the executive officer. Captain Fox continued to direct the 
actiVIty of his company. Advancinl!' through heavy enemy firc, he per­
sonally neutralized one enemy posItion and calmly ordered an assault 
against the hostile emplaooments. He then moved through the hazard­
ous area coordinating aircraft support with the activitIes of his men. 
When his executive ollieer was mortally wounded, Captain Fox re­
organized the company and directed the fire of his men as they hurled 
grenades against the enemy and drove the hostile forces int<> retreat. 
Wounded again in the final assault, Captain Fox refused medical at­
tention, established a defensive posture, and supervised the prepara­
tion of casualties for medical evacuation. His indomitable courage, 
inspiring initiative, and unwavering devotion to duty in the face of 
grave personal danger inspired his Marines to such aggressive ac­
tions that they overcame all enemy resistance and d.stroyed a large 
bunker complex. C"ptain Fox's heroic actions retlect great credit upon 
himself and the Marine COfVS, and uphold the highest traditions of 
the United States Naval SerVlee. 
FRITZ, HABOI.D A. 

Rank aM fffganiaation: Captain, Unit"d States Army, Troop A, 1st 
Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment. PlMe and date: Binh 
Long Province, Republic of Vietnam, 11 J nnuary 1969. Entered 8e1"/)­
we at: Milwaukee, Wis. Date artd place of b>irth: February 21, 1044, 
Chicago, Ill. Citatirm: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in 
action at the risk of his own life above and beyond the call of duty. 
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Captain (then First Lieutenant) Harold A. Fritz, Armor, United 
States Army, distinguished himself on 11 January 1969 while serving 
as a platoon leader with Troop A, 1st Squadron, 11th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment, near QUaIl wi in Binll Long Province, Republic 
of Vietnam. Cn.ptain Fritz was leading his seven-vehicle armored 
column along Highway 13 to me-et and escort 1\ truck convoy when 
the column suddenly came under intense .roosfire from .. reinforced 
enemy coml;'"ny deployed in ambush positions. In the initial attack, 
Captain Fntz' vehICle was hit and he was seriously wounded. Real­
izing that his platoon was completely surrounded, yastly outnumbered.. 
s.nd in d"nger of being overrun, Captain Fritz leaped to the top of 
his burning vehicle and directed the positioning of his remaining VIT 

hicles and· men. With complcte disregard for his own wounds and 
safety, he ran from vehicle to vehicle in complete view of enemy gun­
ners in order to reposition his men, to improve the defenses, to assist 
the wounded, to distribute ammunition, to direct fire, and to proyide 
encouragement to his men. '''hen a strong enemy force assaulted the 
position and attempted to overrun the platoon, Captrtin Fritz manned 
a machingun and through his exemplarv action mspired his men to 
deliver intense and deadly fire which broke the ass;mlt and routed the 
attackers. Moments later a second enemy force advanced to within 
two meters of the position and threatened to overwholm the defenders. 
Captain Fritz, armed only with a pistol and bayonet, led 11 small group 
of his men in 11 fierce and darin;r charge w hieh routed the attackers 
and inflicted heavy casualties. 'Then a relief fome arrived, Captain 
Fritz saw that it was not deploying efl'ectiyelv against the enemy posi­
tions, and he moved through the heavy enemy fire to direct its deploy­
ment against the hostile positions. This deployment foreoo the enemy 
to abandon the ambush site and withdraw. Despite his wounds, Cap­
tain Fritz returned to his position, assisted his men, and refused medi­
eal attention until all of his wouuded commdes had been treated and 
<lvacuated. The extraordinary courage and selflessness displayed by 
Captain Fritz, at the repeated risk of l]i8 own life above and beyond 
the call of duty, were in keeping: with the highest troditions of the 
U ,!ited States Army and reflect the greatest credit upon himself, his 
UnIt, and the A.rmed Forces. 
"GARDNER, JAAfES A. 

Ran" and o7'ga71;zaU<Jn: First Lieutenant, United States Army, 
Headquarters a.nd Headquarters {'.,ompany, 1st Battalion (Airborne), 
327th Infantry, 1st Brig:ade, 101st Airborne Division, Place aM date: 
My Canh, Vietnam, 7 February 1966. Entered seMJice at: Memphis, 
Tenn. Date and place of birth: February 7, 1943. Dyer9burg, Tenn. 
Oitat;o,,: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 'in action at the 
risk of his life aboy" and bevond the call of duty. Lieutenant Garoner's 
platoon was advancing to relieye a company of the 1st Battalion (Air­
borne), ;327th Infantry, that had been pinned down for several hours 
b,. a numerically superior enemy force in the village of My Canh, 
Vietnam. The enemy QC;]upied a series of strongly fottified bunker 
positions which ,,'ere mutnally supporting and expertly concealed. 
Approaches to the position were well covered bv an integrated pat­
tern of fire includifll:[ automatic weapons, machineguns and mortars. 
Air strikes and artillery placed on the fortifications had little effect. 

• 
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Lieutenant Gardner's ~latoon was to reJieve the friendly company by 
encircling and destroYIng the enemy force. Even as it moved to begin 
the attack, the pla.toon was under heavy enemy fire. During the attack, 
the enemy fire intensified. r..eading the assault and disregarding his 
own safety, Lieutenant Gardner charge.rl through a withering hail of 
fire across an open rice pll.ddy. On reaching the first bunker he de­
stroyed it with a grenade and without hesitation dashed to the second 
bunker and eliminated it by tossing a gmnade inside. Then, cra,,-ling 
swiftly along the dike of a rice paddy, he reached the third bunker. 
Before he could arm .. grenade, the enemy gunner leaped forth, firmg 
at him. Lieutenant Gardner instantlv returned the fire and kiUed the 
enemy gunner at a distance of six teet. Following the seizure of the 
main enemy position, he reorganized the platoon to continue the attack. 
Ad"ancingto the new assault position, the platoon was pinned down by 
an enemy machinegun emplaced in It fortified bunker. Lieutenant 
Gardner immediately collected several grenades and charged tbe 
enemy position, fil'ing his rifle as he advanced to neutralize the de­
fenders. He dropped a. grenade into the bunker and vaulted heyond. 
As the hunker, blew up, he came under fire again. Rolling into a ditch 
to gain cover, he moved toward the new source of fire. Xenring the 
position, he leaped from the ditch and advanced with a grenade in one 
hand and firing his rifle with the other. He was gravely wOllllded just 
before he reached the bunker, but with a last valiant effort he staggered 
forward and destroyed the bunker and its defenders with !1 grenade. 
Although he fen dead on the rim of the bunker, his extraordinary 
actions so inspired the men of his platoon that they resumed the aU,."k 
and completely routed the enemy. Lieutenant Gardner's conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity, above and beyond the call of duty, were in 
the highest traditions of the United States Army. 
*GONZALEZ,ALFREDO 

Rnmk and {Jl'gamzatWn: &1'",,",nt, United States Marine Corps, 
Company A, 1st Battalion, 1st Marines, 1st Mnrine Division (Rein), 
FMF. PI(UJ{J and date: Xe",r Thua Thien, Republic of Vietnam, Feb­
mary 4, 1968. Entered .'m'Vice at.' San Antonio, Tex. Dale and place of 
birth: May 23, 1946, Edinburg, Tex. Oitation: For conspicuous gallan­
try and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty while serving as Platoon Commander, 3rd Platoon, Company A, 
1st, Battalion, 1st Marines, 1st Marine Division. in the Republic of Viet­
nam. On 31 January 1968, during the initial phase of Operation HUE 
CITY Sergeant Gomalez' unit was formed as 1\ reaction force find 
deployed to Hue to relieve the prl'~~Sllre on tbe beleaguered city. 'While 
moving by truck convoy alon", Ronte No.1, near the village of L,ng 
Van Lrong, the Marines recClved " heavy volume of enemy fire. Ser­
gennt Gonzalez aggressively maneuvered the Marines in his platoon, 
and directed their fire until the area was cleared of snipers. Immedi­
ately after crossing a river s011th of Hue, the column was again hit by 
intense enemy fire. One of the Marines on top of a tank was wounded 
and fell to the ground in an exposed position. 'V1th complete disregard 
for his own safety, Serl(Cant Gonzalez ran through the fire-swept are" 
to t~e .assistance of his injured e,omrllde. He lifted him up and though 
reCelVlllp: frap:mcntl1tion wounds during the rescue, he carried the 
wounded Marine to a covered position for treatment. Due to the in-
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creased volume and accuracy of enemy fire from So fortified machine­
gun bunker on the side of the road, the company was temporarily 
halted. Realizing the gravity of the situation, Sergeant Gonzalez ex­
posed himself to the enemy fire and moved his platoon dong the eMl; 
side of a bordering rice paddy to a dike directly across from the 
bunker. Though fully aware of the danger involved, he moved to the 
fil'e-swept road and destroyed the hostile position WIth handgrenades. 
Although seriously wounded again on 3 February, he steadfastly re­
fused medical treatment and continued to supervise his men and lead 
the attack. On 4 February, the enemy had again pinned the company 
down inJlicting heavy casualties with automatic weapons and rocket 
fire. Sergeant Gonzalez, utilizing a number of li~ht antitank assault 
weapons, fearlessly moveA from position to positIon firing numerous 
rounds at the heavily fortified enemy emplacements. He successfully 
knocked out a rocket position and suppreSsed much of the enemy fire 
before falling mortally wounded. The heroism, courage, and dynamic 
leadership displayed by Sergeant Gonzalez reflected great credit upon 
himself and the Marine Corps, and were in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the United States Naval Service. He gallantly gave his 
life for his country. 
·GRAHAM, JAMES A. 

Rank awl organization: Captain, United States Marine Corps, Com­
pany F, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Marine Division. Place awl 
dale: Republic of VietlIam, 2 June 1967. Entered 8e1'VWe at: Prince 
Georges, Md. Date awl p'taiJe of 'birth: August 25, 1940, Wilkinsburg, 
Allegheny County, Pa. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and in­
trepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. 
During Operation Union II, the First Battalion, Fifth Marines, con­
sisting of Companies A and D! with Captain Graham's company at­
tached launched an attack agamst an enemy occupied position, with 
two companies assaulting and one in reserve. Company F, a leading 
company, was. proceeding across a clear paddy area one thousand 
meters wide, attacking toward the assigned objective, when it came 
Imder fire from mortars and small nrms which immediately inflicted 
a large number of casualties. Hardest hit by the enemy fire was the 
2nd platoon of Company F, which was pinned down in the 0l?en paddy 
area by intense fire from two concealed macltineguns. Formmg an as­
sault unit from members of his small company headquarters, Cap­
tain Graham boldly led It fierce assault through the second platoon's 
position, forcing the enemy to abandon the first machinegun positionJ 
thereby relievinl\' some of the pressure on his seeond platoon, and 
enabling evacuation of the wounded to It more seeure area. Resolute 
to silence the second machinegun, which continued ite devastating fire, 
Captain Graham's small force stood steadfast in its hard won en­
clave. Subsequently, during the afternoon's fierce fighting, he suffered 
two minor wounds while personally accounting for an estimated fifo 
teen enemy killed. With the enemy position remaining invincible 
upon each attempt to withdraw to frIendly lines, .. nd dthough know­
ing that he had no chance of survival, he chose to remain with one 
man who could not be moved due to the seriousness of his wounds. 
The last radio transmission from Captain Graham reported that 
he was being assaulted by a force of twenty-five enemy; he died while 
protecting himself and the wounded man he chose not to abandon. 
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{)aptain Graham's actions throughout the day were a series of heroic 
.achievements. His outstanding courage, superh leadership and indom­
itable fighting spirit undoubtedly saved the second pl .. toon from 
.annihilation and reflectsd great credit upon himself, the Marine Corps, 
.and the Unitsd ,states Naval ,service. He gallantly gave his life for his 
country. 
'GRAND,sTAFF, BRUCE ALAN 

Rank I1IfIfi orga;nization: Platoon Sergeant, United States Army, 
Company B 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry. Place and date: Pleiku Prov­
'ince, Republic of Vietnam, 18 May 1967. Entered service at: ,spokane, 
Wash. Date I1IfIfi place of birth: June 2, 1934, ,sJ?Okane, Wash. Oita­
tion: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity m action at the risk 
of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Platoon ,sergeant Grand­
staff distinguished himself on 18 May 1961 while leading the Wea,P­
·ons Platoon, Company B, 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry on a reconnaIs­
sance mission near the Cambodian border in Pleiku Province, Repub­
lic of Vietnam. His platoon was advancing through intermittent enemy 
contact when ~t was struck by heavy enemy small arms and auto­
matic weapons fire from three sides. As he established a defensive pe­
rimeter, ,sergeant Grandstaff noted that several of his men had been 
struck down. He raced 30 meters through the intense fire to aid them 
'but could only save one. Denied freedom to maneuver his unit by the 
intensity of the enemy onslaught, he adjustsd artillery to withm 45 
meters of his position. When helicopter gunships arrived, he crawled 
.outside the defensive position to mark the location with smoke gre­
-nades. Realizing his first marker was probably ineffective, he crawled 
to another location and threw his last smoke grenade but the smoke 
did not penetrate the jungle foliage. Seriously wounded in the leg 
during this effort he returned to hiS radio and, refusing medical aid, 
-adjustsd the artillery even closer as the enemy advanced on his posi­
·.tion. Recognizing the need for additional firepower, he again braved 
the enemy fusillade crawled to the edge of his position and fired 
several magazines of tracer ammunition through the jungle canop:y. 
He succeeded in designating the location to the gunships but thiS 
action again drew the enemy fire and he was wounded in the other 
leg. Now enduring intense pain and bleeding profusely, he crawled 
·to within ten meters of an enemy machinegun which had caused many 
casualties among his men. He destroyed the ,Position with handgre­
-nades but received additional wounds. Rallymg his remaining men 
to withstand the enemy assaults, he realized hiS position was being 
overrun and asked for artillery directly on his location. He fought 
until mortally wounded by an enemy rocket. Although every man in 
·the platoon was a casualty, survivors attest to the indomitable spirit 
and exceptional courage of this outstanding combat leader who in­
spired his own men to flght courageously against overwhelming odds 
·and cost the enemy heavy casualties. Sergeant Grandstaff's conspic­
'uous and selfless gallantry, above and beyond the call of duty. are in 
the higbest traditions of the United ,states Army and reflert great 
credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of his country. 
"GRANT, JO,sEPH XAVIER 

Rank and organization: Captain (then First Lieutenant), United 
S~a~~ Army, Company A, 1st Batt.alion, l~th Infantry, 25th Infantry 
DiVISion. Place and date: Republic of Vietnam, 13 November 1966. 
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Entered se'l'1Jice at: Boston, Mass, Date mul place of birt": March 28, 
1940, Cambridge, MaSs. G,O.: No.4, 29 January 1968. Oitation: For 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty. Company A, 1st Battailon, 14th 
Infantl."V, was participating in a seareh and destroy operation when 
the leading platoon made contact with the enemy and a fierce fire· 
fia:ht ensued. Captain (theu First Lieutenant) Grant was ordered to 
disengage the two remaining platoons and to maneuver them to 
envelop and destroy the enemy. After heginning their movement, the 
platoons encountered intense enemy automatic weapons and mortar 
fire from the front and flank. Captain Grant was ordered to deploy 
the platoons in a defensive. position. As this action was underway, 
the enemy attacked, using "human wave" assaults, in an attempt to 
literally overwhelm Captain Grant's force. In a magnificent display 
of courage and leadership, Captain Grant moved under intense fire 
along the hastily formed defensive line repositioning soldiers to fill 
gaps created hy the mounting casualties and inspiring and directing 
the efforts of I,is men to successfully repel the determined enemy 
onslaught. Seeing a platoon leader wounded, Captein Grant hastened 
to his aid. in the face of the mass of fires of the entire enemy force, 
And moved him to a more secure position. During this action, Captain 
Grant was wounded in the shonMer. Refusing mediml treatment, 
he returned to the forward part of the perimeter, where he contiIHled 
to lead and to inspire his men by his own indomitable example. ,Vhile 
attempting to e"'tcuate a wounded soldier, he was pinned down by 
nre from an euelllY maclIinegun. 'With a supply of handgrenades, 
he crawled forward under a withering hail of fire and knocked ont 
the machinegun, killing the crew, after which he moved the wounded 
man to safetv. L<>arning that several other wounded men were pinned 
dmm by enemy fire forward of his position, Captain Grant disre­
garded his painful wound and led five men across the fireswept open 
~l'Olllld to effect a rescu~. Following return of the wounded men to 
the perimeter, >l concentration of mortar fim landed in their midst 
and C>lptain Grant was killed instantly. His heroic actions saved the 
lives of 11 number of his comrades and enabled the task force to 
repulse the. viciollS assaults and defeat the enemy. Captain Grant's 
actions refled great credit upon himself and were in keeping with 
the finest traditions of the "{Jnited States Army. 
'GRAVES, TERRE~CE COLLI~SOX 

Rank and o'{"gl1nlzation: Second Liel,tenant, United Stal"", Marine 
Corps, ;~rd Force Reconnaissance Company. 3nl Heconnaissance Bat· 
talion, ;jrd Marine Dirision (Rein), F~fF. P1Me amd date: Quang Tri 
Province, Republ ie of Vietnam, February 16, 1!)68. g"tel'ed sc'{"?)ice 
at: Miami. Fla, Dale and piMe of olrth: July 6, 1945, Corpus Christi. 
Tex. Citation: For conspieuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of 
his life above and beyond the call of a'uty as a Platoon Commander 
with the onl Force Reconnaissnllce Comlla;,y, 3r'd Reconnaissance Bat­
talion~ ;;rd :\fnl'ine Di,"isiQn. In tbe Rppublif' of Vietnaul OJl16 Fe-ln'u­
::t!'y IHI1R. Tf'hile on fi long--l'llllgt' reconnaissance mission, LiC'utC"JlllHt 
Gr~v(>s~ (>}~ht-lllaH r~trol. observed ~·vell enemy soldiers approaching' 
theH' POSltlO1l.. Heactmg' Instantly, he deployed his men and directC'ct 
their fire on the approaching Pllemy. Aiter the fire had ceased. he and 
t.wo patrol members commenced a search of the a''ea, and suddenly 
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carne under a heavy volume of hostile small arms and automatic 
weI1pons fire from a numerically superior enemy force. When one of 
his men WaS hit by the enemy fire, Lieutenant Graves moved through 
the fire-swept area to his radio alld, while directing suppressive fire 
from his men, requested air support and adjusted a heavy volume of 
artillery find helicopter gunship fire upon the enemy. After attendmg 
the wounded Lieutenant Graves, accompanied by another marine, 
moved from his relatively s.afe position to confirm the resulta of the 
earlier engagement. Observmg that several of the enemy were stIll 
alive, he launched a determined assault, eliminating th~ remaining 
enemy troops. He then began moving the patrol to a landmg zone for 
extraction, when the unit again cum" under intense fire which wounded 
two more marines and Lieutenant Graves. Refusing medical atten­
tion. he once more adjusted air strikes and artillery fire upon the 
enemy while directing the fire of his men. He led his men to a new 
landing site into which he skillfully guided the incoming aircraft and 
boarded his men while remaining exposed to the hostile fire. Realizing 
that one of the wounded had not embarked. he directed the aircraft 
t<l depart and, along with another marine. moved t{J the side of the 
casuo,lty. ConfronW with a shortage of ammunition, Lieutenant. 
Graves utilized supporting arms and directed fire until a second 
helicopter arrived. At this point, the volume of enemy fire intensified, 
hitting the helicopter and causing it to crash shortly after liftoff . .All 
aboard were killed. Lieutenant Graves' outstnnding courage, superb 
leadership and indomitable fighting spirit throughout the day were in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the Lnited 
States Naval Service. He gallantly g",iVe his life for his C<luntry. 
*GlJENETTE, PETER ~f. 

RlInk amd organization: Specialist 4, United States Army, Company 
D, 2nd Battalion (Airborne), 506th Infantry, 101st Airborne Division 
(Airmobile). P1Me lInd dale: Quan Tan Uyen Province, Republic of 
Vietnam 18 ~flly 1968. Enter'ed service al: Albany, N.Y. Dale and 
plam of bi.rta: January 4, 1948, Trov. N.Y. Citat·ion: .For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity in action" at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty. Specialist Peter M. Guenette distinguished 
himself while serving as a machine gunner with Coml?any D, 2nd 
Battalion (Airborne), 506th Infantry, 101st Airborne D1vision (Air­
mobile) during combat operations in Quan Tan Uyen Province, 
Republic of Vietnam, on 18 Mav 1968. While Spe.cialist Guenette's 
platoon was sweeping a suspeet.id enemy base camp, it came under 
lilTht harassing fire from a well equipped and firmlv entrenched squad 
of North Vietnamese Arm):" regulars which was serving as a delaying 
force at the entrance to the1r base camp. As the platoon mm-ed within 
ten meters of the fortified positions, the enemy fire became intense. 
Specialist. Guenette and his assistant gunner immediatelv began to 
provide a base of suppressi ve fire, ceasmg momentarily to allow the 
assistant gunner time to throw a grenade into a bunker. Semnds later, 
nn ene.mv grenade was thro,vn to Specialist Guenette~s right flank. 
Realizing that th" grenade would kill or wound ut least four men and 
destroy the mnchinegun, he shouted a warning and smothered the 
grenade with his body. absorbing its hlast. 'l'hi'ough his nctions. he 
prevented loss of life or injury to at least three men and enabled his 
comrades to maintain their fire superiority. By his conspicuous gal-
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lantry at the cost of his life in keeping with the highest traditions of 
the military sernce, Specialist Guenette has refiected great credit on 
himself, his unit, and the United States • .umy. 
HAGE;\fEISTER, CHARLES CRIS 

Rank aM ()1'!1~n: Specialist 5 (then Specialist ;I), United 
States Army, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Battal­
ion,5th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile). Pl,ace attul date: 
Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam, 20 March 1961. E~ 
service at: Lincoln, Nebr. Date aM pl,ace of birt"-: August 21, 1946, 
Lincoln, Nebr. Oitatum.: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the eall of duty. 
While eonducting combat operations against a hostile force in Binh 
Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam, Specialist Ha<\lemeister's platoon 
suddenly came under heavy attack from three SIdes by an enemy 
force occupying well concealed, fortified positions and supported by 
machineguns and mortars. Seeing two of his eomrades seriously 
wounded in the initial action, Specialist Hagemeister unhesitatingly 
and with total disregard for his own safety, raced through the deadly 
hail of enemy fire to provide them medical aid. Upon learning that 
the platoon leader and several other soldiers also had been wounded, 
Specialist Hagemeister continued to brave the withering enemy fire 
and crawled forward to render lifesaying treatm(,llt and to offer words 
of encouragement. Attempting to evacuaoo the SHriously wounded sol­
diers, SpeCIalist Hagemeister was taken under fire at dose range by an 
enemy sni!?er. Realizing that the lives of his fellow soldiers depended 
on hlS actIOns, Specialist Hagemeister seized a rifle from a fallen 
comrade, killed the sniper, three other enemy soldiers who were at­
tempting to encircle his position antI silenced an enemy machinegnn 
that covered the area with deadly fire. Unable to remove the wounded 
to a less exposed location and aware of the enemy's efforte to isolate 
his unit, he dashed through the fusillade of fire to secure help from 
a nearb;v platoon. Returning with help, he placed men in positions to 
cover hIS advance as he moved to evacuate the wounded forward of his 
location. These efforts successfully completf'd, he then moved to the 
other /lank and evacuated additional wounded men despite the fact 
that his every moye drew fire from the enemy. Specialist Hagemeister's 
repeated heroic and selfless actions at the risk of his own life saved 
the lives of many of his comrades and inspired their adions in re­
pelling the enemy assault. Specialist Hagemeister's conspicuous gal. 
lantry and indomitable courage are in the highest traditions of the 
United States Armed Forces and reflect great credit upon himself. 
"HARTSOCK, ROBERT W. 

Rank 0,114 oTganizaUon: Staff Sergeant, United States Army, 44th 
Infantry Platoon, 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division. Pl<we attul 
date: Hau Nghia, Province, Republic of Vietnam, 23 February 1969. 
EnteTed 8ervwe at: Fairmo~~ W. Va. Date aM place of birth: Janu­
ary 24, 1945, Cumberland, Md. Oitation: For conspicuous l!allantry 
and intrepidity in action at the risk of his own life above and be;vond 
the call of duty. StaH Sergeant Robert W. Hartsock distinguIshed 
himself on 23 February 1969, by conspicuous gallantry in action while 
serving as section leader with the 44th Infantry Platoon, 3rd Brigade, 
25th Infantry Division in Hau N ghia Province, Republic nf Vietnam. 
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On this date, when the Dau Tieng Base Camp came under a heavy 
enemy rocket and mortar attack, Sergeant Hartsock and his platoon 
commander spotted an enemy sapper squad which had infiltrated 
the camp undetected. Realizing the enemy squad was heading for the 
brigade tactical operations center and nearby prisoner compound, 
they concealed themselves and, althou~h heavily outnumbered, 
awaited the approach of the hostile soldIers. When the enemy was 
almost upon them, Sergeant Hartsook and his platoon commander 
<>pened fire on tbe squad. As a wounded enemy soldier fell, he managed 
to detonate a satchel charge he was carrying. Sergeant Hartsock, 
with complete disregard for his own life, threw himself on the charge 
and was gravely wounded. In spite of his wounds, Sergeant Hart­
sook crawled abOut I} meters to a ditch and provided heavy suppressive 
fire, completely pinning down the enemy and allowing his commander 
to seek shelter. Sergeant Hartsock contmued his deadly stream of fire 
until he succumbed to his wounds. Sergeant Hartsock's extraordinary 
heroism and l'rofound concern for the lives of his fellow soldiers were 
in keeping WIth the highest traditions of the military service and re­
flect great credit on him, his unit, and the United States Army. 
-HARVEY, CABMEL BERNON, .fR. 

Rank and orglNlisati<>n: Specialist 4 United States Army, Company 
B, 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry, 1st Cava.lry Division (Airmobile). PEace 
,and drde: Binh Dinh Provin~J Republic of Vietnam, 21 June 1967. 
Ente'/'ed Beruice at: Chicago, Ill. Drde ami place of birth: October 6, 
1946, MontlfOmer;y, W. Va. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity m actIOn at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
,of duty. Specialist Harvey distingoished himself as a fire team leader 
with Company B, 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalg, 1st Cavalry Division 
(Airmobile), during combat operations in Binh Dinh Province, Re­
public of Vietnam, on 21 June 1967. Ordered to secure a downed heli­
,copter, his platoon established a defensive perimeter around the air­
craft, but shortly thereafter a large enemy force attacked the position 
from three sideS. Specialist Harvey and two members of his squad 
were in a J'OSition directly in the fath of the enemy onslaught, and 
their location received the brunt 0 the fire from an enemy machine­
guo. In short order, both of his companions were wounded, but Spe­
cialist Harvey covered this loss by increasing his deliberate rifle fire 
at the foe. The enemy machinegun seemed to concentrate on him and 
the bullets struck the ground a.ll around his position. One round hit 
and armed a grenade attached to his belt. Quickly, he tried to remove 
the grenade but was unsuccessful. Realizing the danger t{) his com­
rades if he remained and despite the hail of enemy fire, he jumped to 
his feet, shouted a challenge at the enemy, and raced toward the deadly 
machineguo. He nearly reached the enemy position when the grenade 
<>n his belt exploded, mortally wounding Specialist Harvev, and stun­
ning the enemy machinegun crew. His fina'! act caused a pause iu the 
<memy fire1 ana the two wounded men were moved from the danger 
area. Specialist Harvey's dedication to dut;!', high sense of responsi­
bility, and heroic actions inspired the others m his 'platoon to dooisively 
beat back the enemy attack. His acts are in keepmg with the highest 
traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself 
alld the United States Army. 



HERDA, FRA,."K A. 
Ramk amd orga:J!ization: Specialist 4, United States Army, Company 

A, 1st Battalion (Airborne), 506th Infantrv, 10lst Airborne Division 
(Airmobile). Place and date: near Trang Bang, Itepublic of Vietnam, 
2fl Jnn" 1968. Entered 8en'ice at: Clever and, Ohio. Date amd place of 
bh'th: September 13, 1947, Cleveland, Ohio. Ditation: For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty. Specialist Frank A. Herda (then Private 
First Class) distin,.,<mished himself on 29 June 1968 while serving­
as a grenadier with Company A, 1st Battalion (Airborne), .5ootl'" 
Infantry, lOlst .A!irborne Division (Airmobile) near Trang Bang, 
Itepublic of Vietnam. Company A was part of a battalion-size night 
defensive perimeter when a large enemy force initiated an attack on: 
the friendly units. While other enemy elements provided diversionary 
fire and indirect weapons fire to the west, a sapper force of approxI­
Illt>tely thirty men armed with handgrenades and small charges. 
attacked C-omp,my A's perimeter from the east. As the sttppers were. 
making .. lust, violent assault, five of them charged tIle position de­
fended by Specialist Herda and two comrades, one of whom was. 
wounded and lay helpless in the bottom of the foxhole. Specialist Herda, 
fired at the aggressors until they were within ten feet of ,his position 
and one of their grenades landed in the foxhole. He fired one last 
round from his grenade launcher, hitting one of the enemy soldiers. 
in the head, and then, with no concern for his own safety, S~ialist 
Herda immediately covered the blast of the grenade with hls body. 
The explosion wounded him grievously, but his selfless action pre­
vented his two comrada<; from being seriously injured or killed and 
enabled the remaining defender to kill the other sapper!!. By his 
conspicuous gallantry at the risk of his own life in the highest tradi­
tions of the military service, Specialist Herda has reflected great credit. 
on himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 
"HIBBS, ROBERT JOHN 
Ranic and orgamization: Second Lieutenant, United Stat(lS Army, 
Company B, 2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division. 
Place arid dale: DOll Dien Lo Ke, Republic of Vietnam, 5 March 1966. 
Entered .orvico at ~ Des ]'f01n".s, Iowa. D,.ate and place of.bir~": April 
21.1943, Omaht>, ~chr. 0.0.11'0.: 8, 24 February H)67. ihtatwru;: For 
conspicuous gallantry 'and intrepidity at the risk of life ahoveand 
beyond the call of dutv. Lieutenant Hibbs was in command of a fifteen­
mt1n ambush patrol of the 2nd Battalion, 28th Imantry when his unit 
observed a company of Viet Cong advancing along the road toward the 
2nd Battalion '8 position. Informint; his command post by radio of 
the impending attack, he prepllred his men for the oncoming Viet 
Cong, emplaced two mines in their path aud, when the insurgents 
were withm twenty feet of the patrol's position, he fired the two anti­
personnel mines, woundin/I or killing- half of the enemy company. Then, 
to COWl' the withdrawal of his patrol, he threw handgrenades, slenped 
onto the open road, and opened fire on the remainder of the Viet Cong 
force of approximately fifty men. Having rejoined his men, he was 
leading them toward the Battalion perimeter when tIle patrol enconll­
tered the rear element~ of another Viet Cant; mmpany deployed to 
attAck the Battalinn. With the advantage of surprise, he directed 11 
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chug!! against the Viet Cong which carried the patrol through the 
insurgent furce, completely disrupting its attack. Learning that a 
wounded patrol member was wandering in the area between the two 
opposing forces and although moments from safety and wounded in 
the leg hImself, he and a sergeant went back to the battlefield to recover 
thestrie!ron mau. After they maneuvered throu"l1 ,the withering fire 
of two Viet Cong machineguns, the sergeant grabt;d the da7.ed soldier 
ruJd dragged him back toward the friendly lines while Lieutenant 
Hibbs remained behind to provide covering fire. Armed with only 
an M-16 rifle 'and a pistol, but determined to destroy the enemy posi­
tions, he then charged the two madlinegun emplacements and was 
struck down. Before succumbing to his mortal wounds, he destroyed 
the starlight telescopic sight attached to his rifle to prevent its capture 
and use by the Viet Congo Lieutenant HilIbs' conspicuous gallantry, 
his prqfound CQncern for his fellow soldiers. and his intrepiditv at 
the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty are in the highest 
traditions of the United States Armv and reflect great credit upon 
}.imseif and the Armed Forces of his country. 
"HOLCOMB, JOHN NOBLE 

Rank awl orqanization: Sergeant, United States Army, Company 
D, 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division. Plaee awl date: 
Near Quan Lli, Republic of Vietnam, 3 December 1968. Ent",red 
,,,rvice at: Fort Lewis, Wash. Date a",d p7ace of birth: June 11, 1916, 
Baker, Oreg. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepiditv in 
llction at the risk of his life above and hevond the call of duty. SergCa,nt 
.Tohn N. HolcOOlb distinguished himself while servin/!, as a squad 
leader in Company D, 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Divi­
sion. on 3 December 1968, during a comhat assault mission near Quan 
Loi in the RepUblic of Vietnam. Sergeant Holcomb's company assault 
had landed by helicopter and deployed into a hast" defensive position 
to ofJ!anize for a reconnnissance·in-force lnission ,~hen it was nttacked 
from three sides by an estjmated hattalion-sized enemy force. Sergeant 
Holcomb's squad was directly in the path of the main enenlY attack. 
·With complete disregard for the heavy lire, Ser/(eant Holcomh moved 
nll.long- his men giving encouragenlent and directi11g fire on the aS8ault~ 
in~ (->-11C'lllY. '''11en his machine gunnel" was knocked out, Serg-cant IIoI~ 
comb seized the weapon, ran to a forward edge of the position. and 
placed withering fire on the enemy. His gallant actions caused the 
enemy to withdmw. Sergeant Holcomh treated and carried his 
wotlllde(l to a position of safety and roorganizod his defensive sector 
d<'spite " ra,gin/!, /(rass fire ignited hy the incomin/!, enemy mortar and 
TI",ket munds. "When the enemy assaultecl the position u" second time, 
Sergeant Holcomb "gain manned the forward muchine/(un, devastat­
in..,- the enemy attack and foreill/( the onem\' to again hreak contact Ilnd 
withdraw. During the enemy withdrawal an enemy rocket hit Ser­
~r!lnt lIokomb's position, des('royin~ his machineg'lln and severely 
w,>unding him. Despite his painful wonnds. Sergeant Holcomb crawled 
throu/!'h the /!,rass fire and exploding mortar and rocket rounds to 
llIove the members of his squad, everyone of whom had heen wounded. 
to mOTe secure positions. Although grievonsly wounded and sustainod 
solely by his indomitable will and courage, Scr/(~ant Hokomb us the 
last 'survhinll; leader of his plntoon organized his men to repel the 
"enemy, crawled to the platoon radio and Teported the third enemy 
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assault on hl5 position. His report brought friend};J' supporting fires 
on the char~ enemy and broke the enemy attack. Sergeant Hol­
comb's insplrinJ> leadership, fighting spirit, conspicuous g:allantry 
and intrepidity ill action at the cost of his own life were keepmg with 
the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit on 
himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 
HOOPER, JOE R. 

Rank and organwtion: Sergeant, United States Army, Company 
D, 2nd Battalion (Airborne), Mlst Infantry, 101st Airborne DivIsion. 
Place and date: :&ear Hue, Republic of VIetnam, 21 February 1968. 
Entered service at: Los AngelesJ. Calif. Date an4 J'laee of birlh: 
August 8, 1939, Piedmont, Calif. uitatwn: For consPl(lUOUS gallantry 
and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of dutv. 8tail' 8erJ5eant (then Sergeant) Joe R. Hooper, United 
Stat~s. Army, distingUIshed hImself by cons,Picllous gallantry and !n­
trepldltv on 21 February 1968 whIle servmg as squad leader WIth 
Company D, 2nd Battalion (Airborne), 501st Infantry, 10lst Air­
borne DIvision, near Hue, Republic of Vietnam. Company D was as­
saulting a heavily defended enemy position along a rIver bank when 
it encountered a withering hoil of fire from rockets, machineguns and 
automatic weapons. Staff Sergeant Hooper rallied several men and 
stormed across the river, overrunning several bunkers on the opposite 
shore. Thus inspired, the rest of the eompanv moved to the attack. 
With utter disregard for his own safetv, he moved out under the 
intense fire again and pulled back the wounded, moving them to safety. 
During this act Staff Sergeant Hooper was seriously wounded, but he 
refused medical aid and returned to his men. With the relentless enemy 
fire disrupting the attack, he singlehandedJy stormed three enemy 
bunkers, destroying them with handgrenade and rifle fire, and shot 
two enemy soldiers who had attacked and wounded the Chaplain. 
Leading his men forward in a sweep of the area, Staff Sergeant Hoop­
er destroved three buildings housing enemy riflemen.. At this point he 
was attacked by a North Vietuamese officer whom he fatally wounded 
with his bayonet. Finding his men under heavy fire from a house to 
the front, he proceeded alone to the building, killing its occupants 
with rifte fire and grenades. By now his initial body wound had been 
compounded by grenade fragmente, yet despite the multiple wounds • 
and lOBS of blood, he continued to lead his men against the intense 
enemy fire. As his squad reached the final line of enemy resistance, it 
received devastating fire from four bunkers in line on its left ftank. 
Stail' Sergeant Hooper gathered several handgrenades and raced 
down a small trench which ron the len~ of the bunker line. tossing 
grenades into each bunker as he passed" by, killing all but two of the 
occupllnts. With these positions destro;J'ed, he concentrated on the last 
bunkers facing his men, destroyino- the lirst with an incendiary grenade 
and neutralizing two more by riJfe fire. He then raced across an open 
field, still under enemy fire, to rescue a wounded man who was trapped 
in a trench. Upon reachin!! the man. he vus faced by an armed enemy 
soldier whom he killed with a pistol. Moving his comrade to safety 
and returning to his men, he neutralized the final pocket of enemy 
resistance by fatally wounding three North Vietnamese officers with 
riftc fire. Staff Sergeant Hooper then established a final line and re­
or~anized his men, not accepting treatment until this was accom-
phshed and not consenting to evacuation until the following morning. 



67 

His supreme valor, inspiring leadership and heroic self-sacrifice were 
directly responsible for the company's success and provided a lasting 
example in personal courage for ever,y man on the field. Staff Sergeant 
Hooper's actions were in keeping WIth the highest traditions of the 
military service and reflect great credit upon hImSelf and the United 
States Army. 
"HOSKING,OHARLES ERNEST, JR. 

Rank (J!lII}, O'l'ganiza:tion: Master Sergeant, United States Army, Com­
pany A, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces. 
PZace arid date: Phuoc Long Province, Republic of Vietnam, 21 March 
1961. Entered seMJice at: Fort Dix, N.J. Date and pZace of blirth: May 
12, 1924, Ramsey, N.J. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and in­
trepidity in action at the risk oihis life above and beyond the call of 
duty. Master Sergeant Charles E. Hosking, Jr. (Then Sergeant First 
Class), Detaclunent A-302, Company A, 5th Special Forces Group 
(Airborne) 1st Special Forces, greatly distinguisheJ. himself on 21 
l\.{arch 1967 while serving as Company Advisor in the III Corps 
Civilian Irregular Defense Gronp Reaction Battalion during combat 
operations in Don Luan District, Phuoc Long Province, Republic of 
Vietnam. A Viet Cong suspect was apprehended and subsequently 
identified as a Viet Cong Sniper. 'While Sergeant Hosking was pre· 
paring the enemv for movement back to ·the base camp, the prisoner 
suddenly grabbe<l. a handgrenade from Sergeant Hosking's belt, armed 
the grenade, Itnd started running towards the Company Command 
Group which consisted of two Americans and two Vietnamese who were 
standing a few feet away. Instantly realizing th",t the enemy intended 
to kill the other men, Sergeant Hosking immediately leaped upon the 
Viet Con~'s back. With utter disregard for his own personal safety, 
he grasped the Viet Cong in a "Bear Hug" forcing the grenade against 
,the enemy soldier's chest. He then wrestled the Viet Cong to the 
ground and covered the enemy's body with his own until the grenade 
detonated. The blast instantly killed both Sergeant Hosking and the 
Viet Congo By absorbing the full force of the exploding grenade with 
his own body and that of the enemy, he saved the other members of 
his Command Group from death or serious injury. Ser~nt Hosking's 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of hIS life above and 
beyond the call of duty are in the highest traditiou of the United 
States Army and reflect great credit upon himself and the Armed 
.Forces of his country. 
HOWARD, JIMMJ]1 E. 

Rank and O1'ganieation: Gunnery Sergaant (then Staff Sergeant), 
United States Marine Corp!!, Company C, 1st Reconnaissance Bat­
talion, 1st Marine Division. Place arid date: Republic of Vietnam, 
16 .Tune 1966. Entered aervice at: Burlington, Iowa. Date and place 
of birth: July 27, 1929, Burlington, Iowa. Oitation: For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty. Gunnery Sergeant (then Staff Sergeant) Howard and 
his eighteen·man platoon were occupying an observation post deep 
within enemy-controlled territory. Shortly after midnight on 16 June 
1966, a Viet Cong force of estimated battalion size approached the 
Marines' position and launched a vicious attack with small arms, auto­
matic weapons, and mortar fire. Reacting swiftly and fearlessly in the 
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mee of the overwhelming odds, Gunnery Sergeant Howard skillfully 
organized his small but determined force into a tight perimeter defense 
Rnd calmly moved from position to position to direct his men's fire. 
Throughout the night, during assault after assault, his courageous 
example and firm leadership inspired and motivated his men to with­
stund the unrelenting fury of the hostile fire in the seemingly hopeless 
situation. He constantly shouted encouragement to his men and ex­
l.ibited imagination and resourcefulness in directing their retarn fire. 
m,en fragments of an exploding enemy grenade wounded him se­
verely and prevented him from moving his legs, he distributed his 
ammunition to the remaining members of bis platoon and proceeded to 
mnintain radio communicntions and direct air strikes on the enemy 
with unca.nny accuracy. At dawn, despite the fact that five men were 
killed and all but one wounded, his beloo!,TUered platoon was stiII in 
<?ommand of its position. When evacuation helicopters approl1ched his 
position, Gunnery Sergeant Howard wl1rned them away and called for 
additional air st.rikes and directed devastating small arms fire and air 
strikes ft~ainst enemy automl1tie weapons positions in order to make 
the landing zone as secure I1S possible. Thro. ugh his extraordinary 
courage and resolut., fighting spir>t. Gunnery Sergeant Howard was 
largely responsible for preventing the loss of his entire platoon. His 
valiant leadership and courageous fighting spirit served to inspire the 
men of his platoon to heroic endeavor in the face of overwhelming 
odds, and reflect the highest credit upon Gunnery Sergeant Howard, 
the :l-Ial'ine Corps, and the enited States Naval Service. 
HOWARD, ROBERT L. 

Ran!" and orqan;z,tltwn: First Lieut"nant. LTnited States Army, 5th 
Special Forees Group (Airhorne), 1st Special Forces. Place and date: 
Republic of Vietnam, 30 December 1968. Entered 8&rvioe at: Mont­
~mery, AII1. Date am4 place of birth: July 11, 1939, Opelika, Ala. 
Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and in'trepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. First I,ieutenant 
Robert L. Howard (then Serj!Cant First Class). lith Special Forces 
Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces, distinguished himself on 80 
December 1968 while serdng as platoon sergeant of an American­
Vietnamese platoon \vhich was on It mission to rescue It missiIlJl: Ameri­
Can soldier in enemy controlled territorv in the Republic of Vietnam. 
The platoon had left its helicopter landing zone und was moving out 
on its mission when it was attacked by an estimated two-company 
foree. During the initial enga,...aement, LieutenaJ1.t Howard was wound­
ed and his weapon destroyed hy a grenade explosion. Lieutenant 
Howard saw his platoon leader had been wounded seriously and was 
e"llOsed to fire. Although unable t.o walk, and weaponless, Lieutenant 
Howard unhesitatingly crawled through a hail of fire to retrieve his 
wounded lender. As Lieutenant Howard was administering first aid 
and remodng the officer's equipment, an enemy bullet at,ruck one of 
the ammunition pouches on the lieutenant's belt, detonating several 
magazines of ammunition. Lieutenant Howard momentarily sought 
cover and Hum realizing thut he must rejoin the platoon, which had 
bee.n disorganized by the enemy attack, he again began dragging the 
serIOUsly wounded office.r toward the platoon area. Through his out­
iltanding eXl1mple of indomitable courage and hravery, Lieutenant 
Howard was able to ralIy the platoon into an organized defense force. 
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With complete dismgard for his own safety, Lieutenant Howard 
crawled from position to position, administering first aid to tlte wound­
ed, giving encouragement to the defenders and directing their fires 
on the encircling enemy. For three and one-haH hours Lieutenant 
Howard's small force and supporting aircraft successfully repulsed 
enemy attacks and fmally were in sufficient control to permit the land­
ing of ",scne ll{\licopters. Lieuten .. nt Howard pcrsonally supervised 
the loading of his men and did not leave the bullet-swept landing 
zone until all were aboard safely. Lieutenant Howard's conspicuous 
gallantry in action, his com'pletn devotion to the welfare of his men 
and his intrepidity at the risk of his own life werc in keeping with 
the highest traditIOns of the military sern,,, .. nd reflect great credit 
on himself, his unit, and the United States Army . 
*HO"",,"E, JAMES D. 

Rank and organizat;;vn: Lanee Corporal, United States :\Iarine 
Corps, Company I, 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st Uarinc Division. 
Place and date: 'Republic of Vietnam, 6 May 1970. E'ntered service at: 
Fort Jackson, S.C. Date and place of birth: D ... ,ember 17, 1948, Sh 
Mile, Pickens, S.C. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intre­
pidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while 
serving US a Rifleman with Company I, 3rd Battalion, 7th :Marines, 
1st Marine Division during operations against enemy forces in the 
Republic of Vietnam. In the early morning honrs of :\~ay 6, 1D70, 
Lance Corporal Howe and two oti,eI' Marines were ocmpymg a defen­
sive position in a sandy beach area fronted by bamboo thickets. Enemy 
sappel'S suddenly launched a grenade attack against the position, 
ntilIzing the cover of darkness to carry ant their assault. Following 
the initial explosions of the grenades, Lance Corporal Howe and his 
two comrades Inoved to a more advanta.geous position in order to re­
till'll suppressive fire. 'Vhen an enemy grenade landed in their midst, 
Lauce Corporal Howe immediately shouted a waruin!!: and then threw 
himself upon the deadly missile, there.by protecting~ the lin,s of the 
rellow Marines. His heroic and selfless action was in keeping with 
the finest traditions of the Marine Corps and of the United States 
Naval Service. He valiantly gave his life in the service of his conntry. 
'INGALLS, GEORGE ALAN 

R(];nk and urgamizat0n: Specialist 4, United States Army. Com­
pany A, 2nd Battalion, 5th Cayalry, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmo­
bile). Place and date: Near Due Pho, Republic of Vietnam, 16 April 
1967. E'ntered service at: Los Angeles, Calif. Date and place of birth: 
March 9, 1946, Hanford, Calif, Citallon: .1'.'01' conspicuol1s galluutrv 
and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life abo,'e and beyond the 
call or duty. On 16 April 1967, Speciali'lt Ingalls, a member of Com­
pany A, 2nd Battalion, 5th Cavalrv, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmo­
bile), accompanied his squad on a 'night ambush mission nM,r Due 
Pho, Repubhc Ot Vietnam. Shortly a.rter the ambush was established, 
an enemy soldier entered the killing zone and was shot when he tried 
to evade capture. Other enemv soldiers were expected to enter the "rea, 
and the ambush was maintallied in the same location. Two quiet hours 
passerl without incident, then suddenly a handgrenade was thrown 
from the nell.rby dense undergrowth into the center of the squad's 
position. The g:r:ennde did not explode, but shortly thereafter" second 
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grenade landed directly between Specialist Ingalls and a nearby com­
rade. Although he could have jumped to a safe position, Specialist 
Ingalls, in a spontaneous aet of great courage, threw himself on the 
grenade and absorbed its full blast. The explosion mortally wounded 
Specialist Ingalls, but his heroic action saved the lives of the remain­
ing members of his sguad. His l!llliantry and selfless devotion to his 
comrades are in keepmg with tlie high~.st traditions of the military 
service and relle<lts great credit upon Specialist Ingalls, his unit, and 
the United StstesArmy. 
JACKSON, JOE M. 

Ra:nk and organi2lation: Lieutenant Colonel, United States Air 
Force, 311th Air Commando SquadronJ Da Nang, Republic of Viet­
nam. Plnee and date: Kham Duc, Repuolic of Vietnam, 12 May 1968. 
Entered s81'1Jice at: Newnan, Ga. Date and plnee of birth: 
March 14, 1923, Newnan, Ga. Oitation: For conspicuous l!llllantry 
and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above ana beyond 
the call of duty. Colonel J acksou distinguished himself as pilot of a 
C-123 aircraft in the Republic of Vietnam, on 12 May 1968. On that 
date, Colonel Jackron volunteered to attempt the rescUe of a three-man 
USAF Combat Control Team from the Special Forces Camp at Kham 
Due. Hostile forces had oveITtrn the forward outpost and estahlished 
gun positions on the airstrip. They were raking the camp with small 
arms, mortars, light and heavy automatic weapons, and recoilless rifle 
fire. The camp was engulfed in flames and ammunition dumps were 
continuously exploding and littering the runway with debris. In ad­
dition, eight aircraft had boon destroyed b:y the intense enemy fire and 
one aircraft remained on the runway redUCIng its usable length to ouly 
2,200 feet. To further complicate the landing, the weather W11S deterio­
rating rapidly, thereby pennittin~ only one airstrike prior to his 
landing. Although fully aware of the extreme danger and likel, fail­
ure of such an attempt. Colonel Jackson elected to land his aIrcraft 
,md attempt the rescue. Displaying superb airmanship and extraordi­
nary herOIsm, he landed his aireraft near the point where the C{)moot 
Control Team was reported to be hiding. While on the ground, his 
aircraft was the target of intense hostile fire. A rocket landed in front 
of the nose of the aircraft but failed to explode. Once the Combat 
Control Team was aboard, Colonel Jackson suc"eeded in getting air­
borne despite the hostile fire directed across the runway in front of his 
aircraft. Colonel Jackson's conspicuous gallantry, his profound con­
cern for his fellowmen, and his intrepidity at the risk of his life above 
and beyond the call of duty are in keeping with the hiJ5hest traditions 
of the TInited States Air Force and reflect gre"t cred,t upon himself, 
and the Armed Forces of his country . 
• TACOBS,JACKH. 

Rank anaorganieation:Captain, United StstesArmy, United Ststes 
Army Element, United States Militsry AssistMloo Command, Republic 
of Vietnam. Place and date: Kien Phong Province, Republic of Viet­
nam. 9 ~fareh 1968. Emere4 sen-we at: Trenton, N.J. Date and place 
of birth: AUg1lst 8, 1945, Brooklyn, N.Y. Oitation: For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the calI of duty. Captain .Tack H. Jacobs (then First Lieuten­
ant), Infantry, distinguished himself on 9 March 1968 while serving 
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.as Assistant Battalion Advisor, 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry, 9th In­
fantry Division, Army of the Republic of Vietnam, during an opera­
tion in Kien Phong Province, Republic of Vietnam. Republic of Viet­
nam. The 2nd Battalion was advancing to contact when it came under 
intense heavy machinegun and mortar fire from a Vict Cong battalion 
lX'sitioned in well fortified bunkers. As the 2nd Battalion deployed 
lUto attack formation its advance was halted by devastating fire. 
Captain Jacobs, with the command element of the lead coml!any, called 
.for and directed air strikes on the enemy positions to facIlitate a re­
newed attack. Due to the intensity of the enemy fire and heavy 
·easualties to the command group, including the company commander, 
the attack stopped and the friendly troops became disorganized. Al­
though wounded by mortar fragments, Captain J o.cobs assumed com­
mand of the allied company, ordered a withdrawal from the exposed 
position and established a defensive perimeter. Despite profuse bleed­
mg from head wounds whieh impaired his vision, Captain J a8Obs, with 
complete disregard for his own safety, returned under intense fire 
to evacuate a seriouslv wounded advisor to the safety of a woeded area 
'where he administered lifesaving first aid. He then returned through 
heavy automatic weapons fire to evo.cuate the wounded eompany 8Om­
mander. Captain Jacobs made repeated trips across the fire-swept open 
rice paddies evacuating wounded and their weapons. On three separate 
<>ecasions, Captain Jacobs contacted and drove off Viet Cong squads 
who were searching for allied wounded and weapons; singlehundedly 
killing three and wounding several others. His lialiant actions Rnd 
extraordinary heroism saved the lives of one UnIted States advisor 
und thirteen allied soldiers. Through his effort the allied company wus 
restored to an effective fighting unit and preventeAl defeat of the 
friendly forces by a strong and det<lrmined enemy. Captain Jacobs, by 
his 8Onspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action in the highest 
traditions of the militar,Y service, hIlS reflected great credit upon him­
self, his lmit, and the Umted States Army. 
JENKINS, DON J. 

Rank and Q7'ganiJ!,atwn: Staff Sergeant, United States Army, C<>m­
pany A, 2nd Battalion, 39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division. Place 
and date: Kien Phong Province, Republic of Vietnam, 6 January 
1969. Entered 8e·,...,ice at: Nashville, Tenn. Date and place of birth: 
A.priI18, 1948, Quality, Ky. Oitat;AA,' For conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty. Staff Sergeant Don J. Jenkins (then Private First Class), 
Compan,f A, 2nd Battalion, 39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division, 
distingUIshed himself while serving as a machinegunner on a recon­
naissance mission in Kien Phong Province, in the Republic of Vietnam, 
on 6 .January 1969. When his company carne under heavy cross fire 
from all enemy complex, Sergeant Jenkins unhesitatinll'ly maneuvered 
forward to a perilously exposed position and began plo.cIng suppressive 
fire on the ene.my. When his own machinegun jammed, he immediatel!. 
,obtained a rifle and continued to fire into the enemy bunkers unbl 
his machinegun was made operative by his assistant. He exposed him­
self to extremely heavy fire when he repeatedlv both ran and crawled 
across open terrain to obtain resupplies of ammunition until he had 
<lxhausted all that was available for his muchinegull. Displaying 
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tremendous presence of mind, he then armed hlmseIf with two anti­
tank weapons and, by himself, maneuvered through the hostile fusil­
lade to within 20 meters of an enemy bunker to destroy that position .. 
After moving back to the friendly defensive perimeter long enough 
to secure yet another weapon, a grenade launcher, Sergeant Jenkins 
moved forward to a position providing no protection and resumed 
placing accurate fire On the enemy until his ammunition was again 
exhausted. During' this time he was seriously wounded by shrapnel. 
Undaunted and displaying great courage, he moved forward 100 
meters to aid a friendly element that was pinned down only a few 
met"rs from the enemy. This he did with complete disregard for his 
own wound and despite having been advised that several previolls. 
rescue attempts had failed at the cost of the life of one and the wound­
ing of others. Ignoring the continuing intense fire and his painful 
wounds, and hindereAi by darkness, he made three trips to the belea­
guered unit, each time pulling a wounded comrade back to safety. 
SergeRnt .Jenkins' extraordinary valor, dedication, and indomitabl" 
spirit inspired his fellow soldiers to repulse the determine Ai enemy 
attack and ultimately to defeat the larger force. His conspicuous 
gallantry Rnd intrepidity at the risk of his life reHect great credit 
upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army_ 
*JE~h.'"INS, ROBERT H., JR. 

Rank and orga11llzation: Private First ClASS, United States Marine 
Corps, 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion. 3rd Marine Divisioll (Reill), 
F",IF. Place and date: Fire Support Base Argonne. Republic of Viet­
nam, 5 March 1969. Entered 8er"l'ice at: Jacksonville, Fla. Date ana 
place of birth: .Tune 1, 1M8, Interlachen, Fla. Citation: For eonspicu­
ous galhmtry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond: 
the call of duty wb ile sen'ing liS a machine gunner with Company C, 
3rd Reconnaissance Battalion, 3rd ~brine Division in conMction with 
operations against enemy forees in the RepUblic of Vietnam_ Early on 
the morning of 5 March 1969, Private First Class Jenkins' twelve­
man reconnaissancc team WaS occupying a defensive position at Fire 
Support Base Argonne south of the Demilitarized Zone. Suddenly, the 
Marines Were assaulted by II North Vietnamese Army platoon em­
ploying mortars, ""tomatic weapons, and handgreulldes. Reacting· 
instantly, Private First Class .Jenkins and another Marin" Quickly 
moved into a two-man fighting emplacement, and lIS they boldly de­
livered accurate maehinegun fire against the enemy, a North Vietna­
m_ soldier threw a handgrenade into the friendly emnlncement. 
Fully realizing the inevitahle results of his actions, Private First Class 
Jenkins quickly seized his comrade, and pushin!! the man to the­
ground, he leaned on ton of the Marine to shield him from thA ex­
plosion. Absorbin!" the full impact of the detonati{lIl, Private First 
Class Jenkins was seriously iniured and suhsei1l1ently succumbed tAr 
his wounds. His courage, inspiring valor and seIHes~ devotion to duty 
saved a fellow Marine-from serious injuI'V or possihle death and up­
held the hilthest traditi()ns of the Mariru:, Corps and the United St..tes: 
Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his country • 
• JEN1'<'1NGS, DELBERT O. 

Rank and IJrganiwtion: Staff Sergeant. United States Army, Com­
pany C, 1!lt Battalion ("\irborne)' l~th CavRlry, 1st Air Cavalry Di­
vision. Plaee and date: Kim Song Valley, Republic of Vietnam, 27 
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Deeember 1966. Entered servioe at: San Francisco, Calif. Date and 
.place of birth: July 23, 1936, Silver City, N. Mex. Oitatioo: For con­
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk or life above and beyond 
the call of duty. Part of Company C was defending an aItillery posi­
tion when attacked by a North Vietll!tmese Army regiment suppmted 
by mortar, recoilless-rifle, and machinegun fire. At the outset, Sergeant, 
Jennings sprang to his bunker, ru,i;ride the main attack route, and 
slowed the on.coming enemy wave with highly effective machinegun 
fire. Despite a tenacious defense in which he killed at least twel ce of the 
·enemy. his squad was forced to th" renr. After covering the withdrawal 
of tlie' squad, he rejoined his men, destroyed an enemy demolition 
"rew about to blow np a nearby howitzer, and killed three enemy at 
his initial bunker position. Ordering his men back into a secondarv 
position, he again eovere.d their withdrawal, killing one enemy with 
the butt or his weapon. Observing that some of the defenders were 
unawnre or an enemy force in their rear, he raced through a liTe.swept 
area to warn the men, turn their fire On the enemy, and lead them into 
the secondary ,perimeter, Assisting in the defense of the new position, 
he aided the aIr-landing of reinforcements by throwing wlute phos. 
phorous grenades on the landing zone despite dangerously silnouct­
ting·himself with the light. After helping to repulse the final enemy 
assaults, he led a group of volunteers well beyond friendlv lines to 
an area where eight seriously wonnde.d men lay. Braving enemy sniper 
fire and ignoring the presence of boobytra ps in the area, they recovered 
the eight men who would have probably perished without early medi­
cal treatment. Sergeant Jenning's extraordinary heroism and Inspira· 
tional leadership saved the lives of many of his comrades and con· 
tribuied greatly to the defeat or a superior enemy force. His actions 
stand with the hil!"hest traditions of the milit!1rYJ,rofession and reflect 
"great credit upon himself, his unit, and the Unite States Army. 
*JI]I,lENEZ, JOSE FRANCISCO 

Rank and organization: Lance Corporal, United States l\farine 
Corps, Company Ie, 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st Marine Division. 
Plate and date: Quang N am PI'Oyince, Republic or Vietnam, 28 August 
1969. Entered 8crJJ;Ce at: Phoenix, Ariz. Date and place of birth: 
1>larch 20, 1946, :r.fexico City, Mexico. Oitation: For conspicuous gul· 
lantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
·or dJlty while serving as a Fire Team Leader 'With Company K, 3rd 
Battahon, 7th Marines, 1st Marine Division in operations against the 
enemy in the Republic of Vietnam on 28 AUf,"ust 1969. On that date 
Lance Corporal Jimenez' unit came under heavy attack by :North 
Vietnamese Army soldiers concealed in well camouflaged emplace­
ments. Lanee Corporal Jimenez reacted hy seizing the initiative and 
plunging forward toward the enemy positions. He personally destroyed 
several enemy personnel and silenced an antiaircruft weapon. Shouting 
<'ncoUI'ltgement to his companions, Lanre Corporal Jimenez continued 
his aggressive rorward movement. He slowly maneun'lred to within ten 
root of hostile soldiers who were fir1ng automatic weapons from a 
trench and, in the face of vidous enemy fire, destroyed the position. 
Altbough he waS by now the target of concentrated fire from hostile 
~unners intent upon halting his assault, Lance Corporal Jimenez can­
talUed to press forward. As he moyed to attack another enemy soldier, 
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he was mortally wounded. Lance Corporal Jimenez' indomitable cour­
age, aggressive fighting spirit and unfaltering devotion to duty upheld 
the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and of the United States 
Naval Service. 
JOEL, LAWRENCE 

Rank and OTllanizati<>n: Specialist 6 (then Specialist o), United 
States Army, Headquarters and Headquarters co~any, 1st Battalion 
(Airborne), 503rd Infantry, 113d Airborne Bri e. Place and date: 
Republic of Vietnam, 8 November 1965, Entered ervice at: New York 
City, N.Y. G.O. No.: 15, 5 April 1967. Date and plaoe of birth: 22 J!'eb­
ruary 1928, Winston-Salem, N.C. Oita.ti<>n: For conspicuous gallantry 
and intrepidity at the rlak of life above and bevond the call of duty. 
Specialist Joel demonstrated indomitable COU1'1lg." determination, and 
professional skill when a numerically superior and well-concealed Viet 
Cong element launched II vicious attack which wounded or killed nearly 
every man in the lead squad of the company. After treating the men 
wounded by the initial burst of gun fire, he bravely moved forward to 
assist others who were wounded while proeeeding to their objective. 
While moving from man to man, he was struck in the right leg by 
machinegun fire. Although painfully wounded his desire to aid his 
fellow soldiers transcended all personal feeling. He band~ his own 
wound and self administered morphine to deaden the pam enabling 
him to continue his dangerous undertaking. Through this period of 
time, he constantly shouted words of encouragement to all around him. 
Then, completely ignoring the warnings of others, .. nd his own pain, 
he continued hia search for wounded, exposing himself to hostile fire; 
and, as bullets dug up the dirt around him, he held plasma bottles 
high while kneeling completely enpossed in his life saving mission. 
Then, after being struck a second tIme and with a bullet lodged in his 
thigh, he dragged himself over the battlefield and succeeded in treat­
ing thirteen more men before his medical supplies ran out. Displaying 
resourcefulness, he saved the life of one man by placing a plastic bag 
over a severe chest wound to congeal the blood. As one of the platoons 
pursued the Viet Cong, an insurgent force in concealed positions 
opened fire on the platoon and wounded many more soldiers. With a 
new stock of medical supplies, Specialist Joel again shouted words of 
encouragement as he crawled tnrouO'h an intense hail of gun fire to 
the wounded men. After the twenty-four hour battle subsided and the 
Viet Cong dead numbered four hundred and ten, snipers continued 
to harass the company. Throughout the long battle, Specialist ,Toel 
never lost sight of his mission as a Medical Aidman and continued to 
comfort and treat the wounded until his own evacuation was ordered. 
Hia meticulous attention to duty saved a large number of lives and his 
unselfish, daring example under most adverse conditions was an in­
spiration to all. Specialist Joel's profound concern for his fellow 
soldiers, his conspicuous gallantry, and his intrepidity at the risk of 
his life above and beyond the call of duty are in the highest traditions 
of the United States Army and reflect great credit upon himself and 
the Armed Forces of hia country. 
JOHNSON, DWIGHT H. 

Ra·nk and ol'llmti2ation: Specialist 5, United States Army, Com­
pa.ny B, 1st Battalion, 69th Armor, 4th Infantry Division. Place and 
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date: Near Dak To, Kontum Province, Republic or Vietnam, 15 Jan­
uary 1968. Entered se1"1lice at: Detroit, Mich. Date ani/, pla<:e of bi1'tk: 
May 7, 1947, Detroitl Mich. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty on 
15 January 1968 near Dak To, Kontum Province, Republic of Viet­
nam. On that datel Specialist Johnson, a tank driver with Company Bl 
1l!t Battalion, 69tn Armor, 4th Infantry Division, was a member ot 
a reaction force moving to aid other elements of his platoon, which 
was in heavy contact with a battalion size North Vietnamese force. 
Specialist Johnson's tank, ul?!>n reachinl!' the point of contact, threw 
a track and became immobilized. Rcalizmg that he could do no more 
as a driver, he climbed out of the vehicle, armed only with a .45 caliber 
pistol. Desl{ite intense hostile fire, Specialist Johnson killed several 
enemy soldiers before he had expended his ammunition. Returning to 
his tank through a heavv volume of antitank rocket, small arms and 
automatic weapons fire, be obtained a submachinegun with which to 
continue his fight against the advancing enemy. Armed with this weap­
on, Specialist Johnson again braved deadly enemv fire to return to the 
center of the ambush site where he courageous!v eliminat"d more of 
the determined foe. Engaged in extremely close 'Combat when the last 
of his ammuni?on was e,!,pended,,.!le killed an enemy ~!dier with the 
stock end of his submachinegun. J"Iow weaponless, Spemallst Johnson 
ignored ~e enemy fire around him, climbed into hIS plato<;>n sergeant's' 
tank, extncated a wounded crew member and earned hlffi to an ar­
mored persollnel carrier. He then returned to the same tank and as­
sisted in firing the main gun until it jammed. In a magnificent display 
of courage, Sl!ccialist Johnson exited the tank and agnin armed onlv 
with a .41) cahoor pistol, engaged several :North Vietnamese troops ill 
close proximity to the vehiele. Fighting his way through devastating 
fire and remounting his own immobilized tank, he remained fully ex­
posed to the ellemy as he brl1Vely and skillfully engaged them with the 
tank's externally-mounted .50 caliber machinegun; where he remained 
until the situation was brought under control. Specialist Johnson '8 
profound concern for his fellow soldiers, his conspicllous gallantry, 
and his intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty arc in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service 
and reflect great credit llpon himself and the 1;nited States Army. 
'JOH:NSON, RALPH H. 

Rank ani/, o1'iJanwation: Private First Class, United States ~farine 
Co1'('s, Company A, 1st Reconnaissance Battalion, 1st Marine Division 
(Rem). FMF. Place ani/, date: Near the Quan Due Due Valley! Repub­
he of Vietnam, I) March 1968. Entered service at: Oakland, On if. Date 
ani/, pkwe of birth: January 11, 1949, Charleston, S.C. Oitation: For 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above aud 
beyond the call of duty while serving as a Reoonnaissance Scout with 
Company A, 1st Reoonnaissance Battalion, 1st Marille Diyision in 
action against the North Vietnamese Army and Viet ConI' forces in 
the Republic of Vietnam. In the early mornin" hours of I) March 
1968, during Operation ROCK, Private }I'irst ()lass Johnson was a 
member of a fifteen-man reconnaissance patrol manning an observation 
post on Hill 146 overlooking the Quan Due Due Valley deep in enemy 
controlled territory. They were attacked by a platoon-size hostile force 
employing automatic weapons, satchel charges and handgrenades. 
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Suddenly, It handgrenade landed in the three-man fighting hole oc­
cupied bv Printte Johnson and two fellow Marines. Realizing the 
inherent danger to his two comrades, he shouted a warning and unhesi­
tatingly hurled himself upon the explosive devioo. When the grenade 
exploded, Prh-ate .J ohnson absorbed the tremendous impact of the 
blnst and was killed instantly. His prompt and heroic act saved the 
life of one Marine at the cost of his own and undoubtedly prevented 
the enemy from penetrating his sector of the patrol's perimeter. Private 
Johnson's courage, inspiring valor and selfless devotion to duty were 
in keeping with the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the 
United States Naval Service. He galllmtly gave his life for his country. 

"JOHNSTON, OONAI.D R. 
Ramk and orqaniwwn: Specialist 4, enited States Army, Company 

D, 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division. Place amd date: 
Tav Ninh Province, Republic of Vietnam, 21 March 1969. Entered 
.eN·ice a.t: Fort Benninf,(, Ga. Date and place of birth,: November 19, 
1947, Columbus, Ga. CttaUon: For conspicuous gallantry and intre­
pidity i!, action at the risk of his lif~ "ibove and be.:rond the call of duty. 
SpeClabst Donald R. Johnston dlStmgUlshed hImself on 21 March 
1969 while serving as ,a mortarrnan with Company D, 1st Battalion, 8th 
Cavalry, 1st CAlvalry Division, at a fire supporthasein Tay Ninh Prov­
ince, Republic of Vietnam. Specialist Johnston's company was in de­
fensIve positions when it came under a devastating rocket and mort.al' 
attack. end"r cover of the bombardment, enemy sappers broke through 
the defensive perimeter and began hurling explosive charges into the 
main defensive bunkers. Specialist Johnston and six of his comrades 
had moved from their exposed positions to one of the bunkers to con­
tinue their fight against the enemy attackers. As they were firing ·from 
the bunker, an enemv soldier threw ·three explosive charges into their 
position. Sensing the' danger t<> his comrades, Specialist Johnston, with 
complete disregard for Ins own safetv, hurled himself onto the explo­
sive charges, smothering the detonations with his body and shielding 
his fellow soldiers from the blast. His heroic action sn ved the lives of 
six of his comrades, Specialist Johnston's conspicuous gal/antry and 
concern for his fellow meu at the cost of his own life were III the hIghest 
traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, 
his unit, and the United States Army. 
JONES, WILLIA}{ A. III 

Ramk and oriJanv..ation: Colonel, United States Air ~Force, 602nd 
Special OperatIOns Squildron, Nakon Phanom Royal Thai Air Force 
Base, Thailand. Place and date: Near Dong Hoi, Republic of Vietnam, 
1 September 1968. Entered 8er,,;ce at: West Point, N.Y. Date ood place 
of birth: May 31, 1922, Norfolk, Va. Cita.tion: For conspicuous gal­
lantry and intre.pidity in action at the risk of his life .,oove and beyond 
the call of duty. On 1 September 1968, Colonel Jones distinguished him­
self as the pilot of an A-1H Skyraider aircraft near Dong Hoi, North 
Vietnam. On that day, as the on·scene commander in the attempted 
reSCue of a downed United States pilot, Colonel Jones' aircraft was 
repeatedly hit hy heavy and accurate antiaircraft fire. On one of his 
low passes, Colonel .Tones felt an explosion beneath his aircraft and his 
cockpit rapidly filled with smoke. With com'plete disregard of the pos­
sibility that hIS aircraft might still be burmng, he unhesitatingly con-
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tinued his search for the downed p.lot, On this pass, he sighted tb.e 
survivor and a multiple~barrel gun position firing at him from near the 
top of a karst -formation. He could not attack the gun position on that 
puss for fear he woul~ ~nda~ger the downed pilot. Leavin,g. bim~lf 
exposed to the gun posItIon, Colonel Jones attacked the pOSitIOn wIth 
cannon and rocket fire on two sueoossive passes. On his second pass, 
the aircraft was hit with multiple rounds of automatic weapons fire. 
One round impacted the Yauk .. Extraction System rocket mounted 
directly behind the headrest, igniting the rocket. His aircraft was ob­
served to burst into dames in the center fuselalj8 section, with dames 
engulfing the coekpit 'area. He pulled the extractlOn handle, jettisorung 
the canopy. The inilux of fresh air made the fire burn With greater 
intensity for a few moments, but since the rocket motor had already 
burned, the extraction system did not pull Colonel Jones from the 
aircraft. Despite searing pains from severe burns sustained on his arms, 
hands, neck, shoulders, and face, Colonel Jones pulled his <I1ireraft into 
a climb and attempted to transmit the location of the downed pilot and 
the enemy gun position to the other aircraft in the area. His calls were 
blocked by other aircraft transmissions repeatedly directing 'bim to 
bail out and within seconds his transmitters were di"rebled and he could 
receive only on one channel. Completely disregarding his injuries, he 
elected to fly his crippled aircraft back to his base and pass on essential 
information for the rescue rather than bail out. Colonel Jones suc­
cessfully landed his heavily damaged aircrnft and passed the informa­
tion to a debriefing officer while on the operati!'!l' table. As a result of 
his heroic actions and complete disregard for his personal safety, the 
downed pilot was rescued later in the day. Colonel Jones' conspicuous 
gallantry, his profound concern for his fellow man, and his intrepidity 
at the risk of his life, above and beyond the call of duty, are in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the United States Air Foree and reflect 
great credit upon himself and the Armed Forees of his country. 
*KAROPCZYC, STEPHEN EDWARD 

Ranlc and oryanka#on: First Lieutenant, United States Army 
Com~any A, 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry. Place and date: Kontum 
Provmee, Republic of Vietnam, 12 March 1961. Entered Service at: 
Fort Benlling, Ga. Date I11'IIi place of birt": March 5, 1944, New York, 
N.Y. OitatWn: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action 
at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. While leading 
the 3d Platoon, Company A, 2nd Battalion, 3:;th Infantry, on a 
flanking maneuver against a superior enemy force in Kontum Prov­
inc", Republic of Vietnam, on 12 J\.Iarch 1967, Lieutenant Karopczyc 
observed that his h,ad element was engaged with a small enemy unit 
along his route. A ware of the importance of quickly pushing through 
to the main enemy force in order to provide relief for a hard-pressed 
friendly platoon, he dashed through the intense enemy fire into the 
open and hurled colored smoke grenades to designate the foe for at­
tAck by helicopter gunships. He moved among his men to embolden 
their advance, and he guided their attack by marking enemy locations 
with bursts of fire from his own weapon. His forceful leadership 
quickened the advance, forced the enemy to retreat, and allowed his 
unit to close with the main hostile force. Continuing the deployment 
of his platoon, he eonstantly exposed himself as he ran from man to 
man to give encoumgement and to direct their efforts. A shot from 
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an enemJ sniper struck him above the heart but he refused aid for this 
serious miury, plugging the bleeding wound with his finger until it 
could be properly dressed. As the enemy strength mounted, he ordpred 
his men to organize It defensive position in and around some aban­
doned bunkers where he conducted a defense against the increru;inll"ly 
strong enemv attacks. After several hours, a North Vietnamese soldier 
hurled a harid grenade to within a few feet of Lieutenant Karopczyc 
and two other wounded men. Although his position protected him, he 
leaped up to cover the deadly grenade with a steel helmet. It exploded 
to drive fragments int" Lieutenant Karopczyc's legs, but his action 
prevented further injury to the two wounded men. Severely weakened 
by his multiple wounds, he continued to direct the actions of his men 
until hc succilmbeil two hours later. Lieutenant Karopczyc's heroic 
leadership, unyielding perseverance, and selfless devotion to his men 
were directly responsIble for the successful and spirited action of his 
platoon throughout the battle and are in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the United States Army. 
*KA W AMURA, TERRY TERUO 

Rank and organization: Corporal, United States Army, 173rd Engi­
neer Company, 173rd Airborne Brigade, Camp Radcliff, Republic of 
Vietnam. Place anit date: Camp Radcliff, Republic of Vietnam, 20 
]\fllrch 1969. Entered seN.ice at: Oahu, Hawaii, Date and place of 
bi"th: December 10, 1949, Wahiawa, Hawaii. G·itation: For conspicu­
ous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above 
and beyond the call of dutv. Corporal Terry T. Kawmnurn distin­
guished himself by heroic action on the evening of 20 March 1969 
while servin~ as a member of the 173rd Engineer Company, 173rd 
Airberne BrIgade at Camp Radcliff. Republic of Vietnam. An enemy 
demolition team infiltrated the unit quarters area and opened fire with 
automatic weapons. Disregarding the intense fire, Corporal Kawamura 
Tan for his weapon. At that moment, a violent explosion tore a hole 
in the roof and stunned the occupants of the room. Corporal Kawa­
mura jumped to his feet, secured his weapon and, as he ran towA,rd 
the door to return the enemy fire, he observed that another explosive 
charge had been thrown through the hole in the roof to the /loor. He 
immediately realized that two stunned fellow soldiers were in great 
peril and shouted a warnin~. Although in a position to escape) Cor­
poral Kawamura unhesitatmgly wheeled around and threw hImself 
on the charge. In completely disregarding his own safety, Corporal 
Kawamura prevented serious injury or deathm several members of 
his unit. The extraordinary r~urage and ooIf1essness displayed by 
Corporal Kawamura are in the highest traditions of the milItary serv­
ice and reflect great credit upon himsef, his nnit, and the United 
States Army. 
*KEDENBURG, JOHN J. 

Rank and orqanieation: Specialist 5, Uniteil States Army, 5th 
Special Forces Group (Ail'borne), 1st Special Forces. Place anit date: 
Republic of Vietnam, 13 June 1968. Entered sen';ce at .. Brooklyn, 
N.Y. Date and place of birth: July 31, 1946, Brooklyn, N.Y. Citation: 
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action Ilt the risk of his 
lifo above and beyond the call of duty. Specialist. John .J. Kedenburg, 
Uuited States Army, Command and Control Detttchment North, For-
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,~ard;Opel'ating~ ¥, 5th Special Forces Group '(Airborne), 1st 
,SP.oo~tjFOre<;lS; distinguisbedhimself byeonspicnons gnUnlltry and in­
~~pidity in too Repnblic ofVictnam on 13 Jnne 1968, while serving as 
)lilv,isor, to Q 10"1(' ;,a.nge reconnaissance team of South Vietnamese 
irregular trOQPs. ;r~ team's mission was t" conduct counter-guerrilla 
.Qperations~l~p;within ,enemy-held territory, Prior to reaching the 
oIiay'sobjeqtiye,th!!team was attacked and encircled by a battalion­
'5i"", N<;>rth V"'tJ)!iIlleSe Army force. Specialist Kedenburg assumed im­
mediat\'eoDjma.t!d'of the team which succeeded, after a"fierce fight, in 
breaking out :qi',the encirclement.. As the team mo'Ced tlm)ugh thick 
jnngle to, fI, positiQn from which it could be extracted by helioopter, 
Specialist Kedenburg conducted a gallant I1'ar guard fight against the 
pursuing enemy and called for tadical air SUppOlt and rescue heli­
copt~rS, Hiswtthering fire against the enemy permitted the team to 
reaeh a"p..,sillected Jan4ing zone with the loss of only one man, who 
was ufilic\)Qljnted for, Once in the landing zone, Specialist Kedenburg 
dep16yed:the team into a perim~ter ~efense agains!' the nnm~rically 
sU~l'lor; enemy force. When tactJcal all' SUpPlllt arrlv'ed, he skillfully 
'di-nkteti'~ air strikes against the enemy, suppressing their fire SO that 
helioopterS .could hover over the area and drop slings to be used in the 
'extraCtion of the team. After half of the temn was extracted by heli­
copter, Specialist Kedenburg and the remaining three members of the 
te-l1m harneilsed themselves to the sling on a se{'ond hovering heli­
'copter. J11st as ihe helicopter was to lift them ont of the area. the 
Soutji' 'Vietnamese team member who had been ullliccounted for after 
the 'initial encounter with the ellemy appeared in the' landing zone, 
SpecialiSt; Kedenbnrg nnhesitatingly gave lip his place in the sling to 
the man 'and direeted the helicopter pilot to leave tlie area, He then 
eohtinued to engage the enemy who were swarming into the landing 
zone, killing six enemy soldiers before he was overpowered. Specialist 
Kedenburg's'inspiring leadership, consummate courage and willing 
self-sacrifice perlllitted his small team to inflict heary casualties on the 
enemy and escape almost certain annihilation. His actions reflect great 
credit Upon hims~lf and the United States Army, 
'KEITH, ~rrGUEL 

RaM and organieation: Lance Corporal, l:llited States Marine 
Corps,Combined Action Platoon 1-3-2, III Marine Amphibious 
Foree. Place o.ruJ date: Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Viet.aam, 8 
May 1970. Emereti. se1"Vice at: Omaha, Nebr. Date and place of birth: 
.June 2, 1951, San Anronio, Tex. Oitati<m: For oonspicuous gallantry 
and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty 
while S\lrying as a machinegunner with Combined Action Platoon 1-
3-2, III Marine Amphibious Iforce, operating in Quang Ngai Prov­
ince, Republic of Vietnam. During the early morning of 8 May 1970, 
Lance Corporal Keith was seriouSly wounded when his platoon was 
subjected toaheary ground attack by a greatly outnlllllbering enemy 
force.- Despite hill painfnl wounds, he ran across the fire-swept terrain 
to clIeck the security of vital defensive positions Qnd then, while COIll­
pletel, exposed to view, proceeded to deliver a hail of devastating 
machmegun fire against the enemy. Determined to stop five of the 
enemy approaching the command post, he rushed forward, firing as he 
advanced. He succeeded in disposmll' of three of the attackers and in 
dispersing the remaining two. At thIS point, a grenade detonated near 
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I,auoo Corporal Keith, knockiug him t() the ground and inflicting fur­
ther severo wounds. Fighting pain and weakness from loss of blood, he 
again braved the concentrated hostile fire to charge an estimated 
twenty-five enemy soldiers who were massing t() attack. The vigor of 
his assault and hlS WIlli placed fire eliminated four of the enemy while 
the remainder fled for cover. During this valiant ell'ort, he wall mor­
tally wounded by an enemy soldier. By his courageons and inspiring 
performanoo in the face of almost overwhelming odds, Lance Corporal 
Keith eontributed in large measure to the SUe<:ess of his platoon in 
routing It numerically superior enemy foree, and upheld the finest tra­
ditions of the Marine Corps and of the United States Naval Service. 
KELLER, LEONARD B. 

Rami< and ()7'ganization: Sergeant, United States Army, Company 
A, 3rd Battalion, 60th Iruantry, 9th Infantry Division. Place and 
date: Ap Bail Zone, Republic of Vietnam, 2 May 1961. Emerea eer'lJice 
at: Chicago, TIl. Date and place of birth: February 25, 1941, Rock­
ford, Ill. Oit~: ]for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in act!on 
at the risk of his lIfe ahove and beyond the call of duty. Sweepmg 
through an area where an enemy ambueh had occurred earlier, Ser­
geant Keller's unit suddeuly came under intense automatic weapons 
and small arms fire from a number of enemy bunkers and numerous 
snipers in nearby trees. Sergeant Keller quickly moved to a position 
where he could fire at a bunker from which automatic fire was received, 
killing one Viet Cong who uttempted to escape. Leaping to the top of a 
dike, he and a comrade charged _the enemy bunke"!1 dangerously ex­
posing thelTlllelves to the enemy fire. Armed with a h~ht machinegun, 
Sergeant Keller and his eomrade began a systematIc assault on the 
enemy bunkers. While Sergeant Keller neutralized the fire from the 
fil'ilt blUlkcr with his machinegun, the other soldier threw in a hand­
grenade killing its occupant. Then he and the other soldier charged a 
second bunker, killing its occupant. A third bunker contained an auto­
matic rifleman who had pinned down much of the friendly platoon. 
Again, with utter disregard for the fire directed to them, the two 
men charged, killing the enemy within. Continuing their attack, Ser­
geant Kener and his comrade assaulted four more bunkers, killing the 
enemy within. During their furious assault, Sergeant Keller and his 
commde had been almost continuously exposed to intense sniper fire as 
the enemy desperately sought to stop their attack. The ferocity of their 
assault had carried the soldiers beyond the line of bunkers into the 
treeline, forcing snipers to flee. The two men gave immediate chase, 
driving the enemy away from the friendly uuit. When his ammunition 
waS exnausted, Sergeant Keller returned to the platoon to assist in 
the evacuation of the wounded. The two-man assault had driven an 
enemy platoon from a well prepared position, accounted for numerous 
enemy dead, and prevented further friendly casualties. Sergeant 
Keller's selfl_ heroism, indomitable fighting spirit, and extraordi­
nary gallantry saved the lives of many of his comrades and inflicted 
serious damage on the enemy. His acts were in keeping with the hi!5h­
est traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon hIm­
self and the U uited States Army. 

• 
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KELLEY, THOMAS G. 
RaM and organization: Lieutenant Commander, United States 

Navy, River Assault Division 152. P/,we and date: Kien HOR Province, 
Republic of Vietnam, 15 .Junc 1969, EnteTed 8eTvice at: Boston, ,Mass. 
Date and pZrwe of birtA: May 13, 1939, Boston, Mass. CitatilYn: For 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty on the afternoon of 15 June 1969 while serv­
ing as Commander River Assault Division 152 during combat opera.­
timl's against enemy aggrossor forces in the Republic of Vietnam. 
Lieutenant Commander (then Lieutenant) Kelley was in charge of a 
column of eight river assault craft which were 'extracting Olle com­
pany of United States Army infantry troops on the east bank of the 
Ong Muong Canal in Kien Hoa Province, when one of the armored 
troop carriers l'eported a mechanical failure of a loading ramp. At 
approximately the same time, Viet Cong forces opened fire from the 
opposite bank of the canal. After issuing orders for the crippled troop 
carrier to raise its ramp manually, ana for the remaining boats to 
form a protective cordon around the disahled craft, Lieutenant Com­
mander Kelley, realizing the extreme danger to his column and its 
inability to clear the ambush site until the crippled unit "as repaired, 
boldly maneuvered the monitor in which he was embarked to the eX­
posed side of the protective cordon in direct line with the enemy's 
fire, and order{'d the monitor to {'DIDmCIICe firing. Suddenly. an enemy 
rocket scored a direct hit on the coxswain's flat, the shell penetrnting 
the thick armor plate, and the explosion spraying shrapnel in all di"­
rections. Sustainlllg serious head wounds from the blast, whieh hurled 
him to the deck of the monitor, Lieutenant Commander Kelley dig.. 
''egarded his severe injuries and attempted to continue directing the 
other boats. Although unable to move from the deck or to speak dearly 
into the radio. he suceeeded in relaving: his commands tln'oulIh one 
of his men until the enemv attack mls silenced and the boats we're able 
to move to all area of sltfety. Lieutentant Commander Kelley's bril­
liant leadership. bold initiat"'e, and resolnte detel1nination eert'ed to 
inspire his men and provide the impetus needed to carry Ol1t the mis­
sion after he waS medically evncllated by helicopter. His extraordinary 
courage nnder fire, find his selfless deyotion to duty sllstain and ell~ 
banee the finest tmditiolls of the United States Naml Sen-ice. 
KERnEY, .JOSEPH R. 

Rank and ol'ganizatiAJn: Lieutenant (~Tunior Grade), tTllite-rl States 
NaNal Resen-e, Se", Air, "nd Land Team (SEAL). PlaN 01'11 date: 
Near Nha Trang. Republic of Vietnam. 14 )'larch 1969. E1>taerl ,,,,,,,ire 
at: Omaha. Xebr. IJflte find pl,qre of bil'tll: AU"l1st 27. 1",,:3. Lincoln, 
Nebr. (!··itatfon: For conspicuons tl!al'lulltry 1111rl intrepritlit:v at tlw risk 
of his life above ana bevond the call of duty on 14 March 19n9 while 
servin~ as a SEAl .. Team Leader during act'ion agujnst enemy U,!!gl'es­
sor (Viet Con)!,) forces in the Republic of Vietnam. Actin" in response 
to reliable intelligence, Lieutenant (jg) Kerrey led his SEAL Team 
on a mission to capture important melllbers of the enemy's area Jloliti­
cal cadre known to be located on an island in the bay of Nh" T,.<tng. 
In order to surprise the enemy, he and his team scaled a :150-foot 
sheer cliff to place themselves "bove the INIge on which the enemy 
was located. Splitting his team in two elements and coordinating both, 
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Lieutenant (jg) Kerrey led his men in the treacherous downward 
descent to the enemy's camp. ,Just as they neamd the end of their 
descent, intense enemy fire was directed at them, and Lieutenant (jg) 
ICe-rrey reeeived massive injnries from a grenade which pxploded fit his 
feet and threw him backward onto the jagged rocks. Although bleed­
ing profusely and suffering great pain, he displayed outstanding eour­
~ge and presence of mind in immediately directing his element's fire 
mto the heart of tht:l enemy camp. Utilizlng his radioman, Lieutenant 
(jg) Kerrey called in the second element's fire support which caught 
the C'Oldnse-.d Viet Con..g in a devastating ~l'os~firp.. Aftpr sllc('Pssfnlly 
suppressing the enemy's fire, and although immobilized by his multiple 
wound~. he continned to maintain calm, superlative control as he. 
ordered his team to secure and defend an extraction site. Lieutenant 
(jg) Kerrey resolutely directed his men, despite his near-unconseious 
state, uutil he was eventually evacuated by helicopter. The havoc 
brought. to the enemy by this very sllccessful mission cannot be over­
estimated. The enemy who were captured provided critical intelligence 
to the allied effort. Lieutenant (jg) Kerrey's conrageousand inspiring 
leadership, "aliant fighting spirit, and tenacious devotion to duty in 
the far:e of nlmost overwhelming opposition sllstain and enhance the 
finest traditions of the United States Naval Service .. 
KIKSMA:"I, THOMAS JAMES 

Rank and organization: Specialist 4, United States Army, Com­
pany B, 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division. Place 
and date: Koar Vinh Long, Republic of VioJnam, " Febr""ry 1968. 
Entered ser,.ice at: Seattle, Wash. Date and place of birth: March 
4,1945, Seattle, ·Wash. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intre­
pidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the calI of 
duty. Rpecialist Thomas ,J. Kinsman (then Private First Class) dis­
tinguished himself by gaIlantry and intrepidity in action on the after­
noon of 6 February 1968 while serving as a Rifleman with Company 
B, 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division, on a reeon­
naissance in force mission near the City of Vinh Long, in the Republic 
of Vietnam. As his company was proceeding- up a narrow canal in 
armored troops carriers, it came under sudden and intense rocket, 
automatic weapons and smaIl arms fire from a weIl entrenched Viet 
Cong force. The eompany immediately beached and began assaulting 
the enem,' bunker complex. Hampered by exceedingly dense under­
growth which limited visibility to ten meters, a group of eight men 
became eut off from the main body of the company. As they were 
moving through heavy enemy fire to effect a link-up, an enemy soldier 
in a concealed position hurled a ~renade into thei.r midst. Specialist 
Kinsman immediately alerted his comrades of the danger, then un­
hesitatingly threw himself on the grenade and blocked the explosion 
with his body. As a result of his courageous action, he received severe 
head and chest wounds. Through his indomitable courage, comnlete 
disregard for his personal safety and profound concern for his feIlow 
soldiers, Specialist Kinsman averted loss of life and injury to the other 
seven mpn of his element. Specialist Kinsman's conspicuous gallantry 
and extraordinary heroism at the risk of his own life, above and bevond 
the calI of duty, are in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and 
the Fnited States Army. 
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'LA POINTE, JOSEPH G., JR. 
R<MIk and. organkation: Specialist 4, United States Army. 2nd 

Squudron, 11th Cavalry, 101st Airborne Division. Place and date: 
QUJl.ng Tin Province, Republic of Vietnam, 2 June 1969. Entered 
Servwe at: Cincinnati, Ohio. Date a:nd place of birth: July 2, 1948, 
Dayton, Ohio. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in 
action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. ~pe. 
cialist Joses G. LaPointe, ,Jr., Headquarters and Headquarters 
Troop, 2nd ' uadrou, 17th Cantlry, 1018t Airborne Division, distin­
guished himse f on June 2, 1969, while serving as a medical aidman 
during a combat helicopter assault mission in Quang Tin Province, 
Republic of Vietnam. Specialist LaPointe's patrol was advancing from 
the landing zone through an adjoining valley when it suddenly en­
eountered heavy automatic weapons fire from a large enemy force en· 
trenched in well fortified bunker positions. In the initial hail of fire, 
t\Vo soldiers in the formatiou vangluLrd were seriously wounded. 
Hearing a call for aid from Olle of the wounded, Specialist LaPointe 
ran forward throngh heavy fire to assist his fallen comrades. To reach 
the wounded men, he was forced to crawl directly in view of an enemy 
bunker. As members of his unit attempted to provide covering fire, 
he administered first aid to one man, sbielding the other with his body. 
He was hit by a burst of fire from the bunker while attending the 
wounded sold,er. In spite of his own painful wounds, Specialist La­
Pointe continued his lifesaving duties nntil he was again wounded 
and knocked to the gronnd. :lIaking strenuous e/focta, he moved back 
al!1lin into a shielding position to continue administering first aid. An 
expledin~ enemy grenade mortally wounded all three men. Specialist 
LaPointe s courageous actions at the cost of his own life were an in­
spiration to his comrades. His conspicuous gallantry, intrepidity and 
selflessness are in the highest traditions of the military service and 
reflect great credit on him, his unit, and the United States Army. 
LAMBERS, PAUL RONALD 

Rani, and organization: Staff Sergeant, United States Army, Com­
pany A, 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division. Place 
and date: Tay Ninh Province. Republic of Vietnam, 20 Augnst 1968. 
Entered se'r1Jice at: Holland, Mich. Date and place of birth: .Tune 21>, 
1942, Holland, Mich. Oitatum,: For conspicuous gallantry and intre· 
pidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty. Staff Sergeant (then Sergeant) Paul R. Lambers distingnished 
himself by cons!'icuou. gallantry and intrepidit,y in action on 20 
August 1968 whlle serving with the 3rd Platoon, Company A, 2nd 
llnttalion, 27th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division, in Tny Ninll Prot'­
ince, Republic of Vietnam. The unit had establislled a night deren­
si"e position astride a suspected enemy infiltration route, when it was 
attacked by all estimated Viet COllg battalion. During the initial 
enemy onslaught, the plntoon leader fen seriously wounded and Ser· 
geant Lambers assmned command of the platoon. Disregarding t,he in· 
tense enemy fire, Sergeant Lambers left his covered position, secured 
the platoon radio and moved to the command post to direct the de­
fense. When his radio became inoperative due to enemy action, Ser­
gcont Lambers crossed the fire swept position to secure the 90mm re­
coilless rifle crew's ra(lio in order to re'£stablish communications. 'Upon 
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disromring that the 90mm recoilless rifle was not functioning, Ser­
geant Lambers assisted in the repair of the weapon and directed can­
nister fire at point blank range against the attacking enemy who had 
breached the defensi ve wire of tbe position. When the weapon was 
knocked out by enemy fire, he singlehnndedly repulsed a penetration 
of the position by detonating claymore mines and throwing grtmades 
into the midst of the attackers, kming four more of the Viet Cong 
"ith "ell aimed handgrenades. Sergeant I.amhers maintained cOlll­

mand of the platoon elements by moving from position to position 
under the hail of enemy fire, providing assistance where the assault 
was the heaviest and by his outstanding example inspiring his men to 
the utmost efforts of courage. He displayed great skill and valor 
tlmmghont the fh'e-hour hattIe by personlllly directing artillery and 
helicopter fires, placing them at times within five meters of the defen­
sive position. He rel!eatedly e>:posed himself to hostile fire at great 
risk to his own life III order to redistribute ammunition and to care 
for seriously wounded comrades and to move them to sheltered posi­
tions. Sergeant Lambers' superb leadership, professional skill and 
mH.gnificent courage saved the lives of his comrades, resulted in the 
virtual annihilation of a vastly superior enemy force and were largely 
instrumental in thwarting an enemy offensive against, Tay Ninh City. 
His conspicuous gallantry at the risk of his own life is in keeping with 
the highest traditions of the military service and refleets great credit 
upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 
LANG, GEORGE C. 

RarJe and oTganization: Specialist 4, United States Army, Com­
pany A, 4th Battalion, 47th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division. Place 
f1JI.d date: Kien Hon Province, RepUblic of Vietnam, 22 February 1969. 
EmeTea ser.lice at: Brooklyn, N.Y. Date and place of biTth: April 20, 
1947. Queens, N.Y. Oitation: For cons,p.icuous gallantrv and intI-e­
piditv in a.etion at the risk of his own hfe ahove and beyond the call 
of dtity. Specialist George C. Lang, Company A, 4th Battalion, 47th 
Infantry, 9th Infantry Division, was serving as a squad leader on 22 
February 1969, in Kien HOlt Provinee in the Republic of Vietnam, 
when his unit, on a reconnaissance-ill-force mission, encountered in­
tense fire from a weli fortified enemy bunker complex. Specialist Lang 
obseryed an emplacement from which hoavy fire was coming. Unhesi­
tatingl,\'. he ass911lted the position and destroyed it with handgre­
nades and rifle fire. Observing another emplacement approximately 
n meters to his frout, SpedaJist Lang jllmp"d across a canal. moYe,! 
through heavy enemy fire to within a few fe~t of the position, and 
eliminated it. "!!"lin usiug hundgrenades amI rifle fhe. Nearby, he dis­
covered a large cacbe of enemy !tmmunition. As he maneuvered his 
squad forward to secure the cache, they Came under fire from yet a 
third bunker. SpedaJist Lang immediately reacted, assaultoo his posi­
tion. and destroyed it with the remainder of his grenades. After re­
turning t.o the area of the arms cache, his squad again came under 
heo,,), enemy rocket and automatic weapons fire from three sides and 
suffered six casualties. SpBcialist Lang was one of those seriously 
wounded. Although immobilized and in great pain, he continued to 
direct his men until his evacuation was ordered over his protests. The 
sustained extraordinary courage and selflessness exhibited hy this sol. 
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dier over an extended period of time were au inspiration to his com­
rades and are in keeplllg with the highest traditions of the lInited 
States Army. 
*L.,\.~GHOR~, GARFIELD }[. 

RanJc and. o1'ganization: Private First class, L'uitcd States Arm.v, 
Troop C, 7th Squadron (Airmobile), 17th Cavalry, 1st Aviation Bri­
gade. Place and date: Pleiku Province, Republic of Vietnam, 15 
.January 1969. Entered service at: Brooklyn, ~.Y. Date and place of 
birth: September 10, 1948, Cumberland, Va. Oitatian: For conspicu­
ous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above 
and beyond the call of duty. Private First Class Garfield}[. Langhol'll 
distinguished himself at the cost of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty 011 15 January 1969, while serving as a radio operator with 
Troop C, 7th Squadron (Airmobile), 17th Cavalry, 1st Aviation Bri­
gade, near Plei Djel'eng in Pleiku Province, Republic of Vietnam. 
Private Langhorn's platoon was inserted into a landing zone to rescue 
two pilots of a Cobra helicopter shot down hy enemy fire on a heavilv 
timbered slope. He provided radio coordination with the command­
and-control aircraft overhead while the troops hacked their way 
through dense undergrowth to the wreckage, where both aviators were 
fonnd dead. As the men Were taking tbe bodies to a pickup site, they 
suddenly came nnder intense fire from North Vietnamese soldiers in 
camonflaged bunkers to the front and right flank, and within minutes 
they were surrounded. Private Lan~horn immediately radioed for 
help from the orbiting gunships, whIch began to place minigun and 
rocket fire on the aggressors. He then lay between til", platoon leader 
and another man, operating the radio and providing covering fire for 
the wonnded who had been mm-ed to the center of the small perimeter. 
Darkness soon fell, making it impossible for the gunships to give 
"ccumte snpport, and the aggressors began to probe the penmeter. An 
em·my handgrenade lf1udf'd in front of PriYate Lan:,rborn and a few 
fe.et from personnel who had become casualties. Choosing to protect 
these wounded, he unhesitatingly threw himself on the flTCnade, 
"moped it bene"th his body and absorbed the blast. By sacrificlllg him~ 
self, he saved the lives of his comrades. Private Langhom's conspicu~ 
ous gallantry and extraordinary heroism at the cost of his own life 
were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and 
reflect, great credit on himself, bis unit, and the United States Army. 
LASSEN, CLYDE KVERETT 

Rank and organization: Lieutenant, United States Navy, Helicop­
ter SUppOlt Squadron 7, Detachment 104, embarked in U.S.S. Preble 
(DI..G-15). Place and date: Republic of Vietnam, 19 June 1968. En­
lel'ea 8er~'we at: .TllclnlomiIle, Fla. Date and place of birth: March 14, 
1942, Fort Myers, Fla. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intre­
pidity at the risk of his life above and bevond the call of duty on 
.fun,,·19, 1968, as pilot and aircraft commander of a search and reseue 
helicopter, attMhed to Helicopter Support Squadron 7, Detachment 
104, embark'1ld in U.S.S. Preble (DLG-15), during operations "gainst 
enemy forces in North Vietnam. Launched shortly after midnight to 
attempt the rescue of two downed aviators, Lieutenant (then Lieu­
tenant. i unior grade) Lassen skillfully piloted his aircraft over un­
k~nown and hostile terrain to a steep, tree-covered hill on which the 
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survivors had boon located. Although enemy fire was being directed 
at the helicopter, he initially landed in a clear area near the base of 
the hill, but, due to the dense undergrowth, the survivors could not 
reach the helkopter. With the aid of flare illumination, Lieutenant 
L!lSsen successfully accomplished a hover between two trees at the 
survivors' position. Illumination was abruptlv lost as the last of the 
flares were expended, and the helicopter collided with a tree, com­
mencing a sharp descent. Expertlv righting his aircraft llnd ma­
neuvering clear, Lieutenant Las..en 'remained in the area, detennincd 
to make another rescue attempt, and encouraged the downed aviators 
while "waiting resumption of flare illumination. After another unsuc­
cessful, illuminated rescue attempt, and with his fuel dangerously 
low and his aircraft significantly damaged, he launcl:ed. again and 
commenced another approach in the face of the contmumg enemy 
opposition. When flare illumination was again lost, Lieutenant 1.os­
sen, fully aware of the dangers in clearly revealing his position to the 
enemy, turned on his landing lights and completed the landing. On 
this attempt, the survivors were able to make their way to the heH­
eopter. En route to the coast he encountered and successfully evaded 
additional hostile antiaircraft fire and, with fuel for only five minutes 
of flight remaining, landed safely aboard U.S.S. Jouett (DLG-29). 
"LAUFFER, BILLY LANE 

Rank and ol'Ul<nieation: Private First Class, United States Army, 
Company C, 2nd BattRlion. 5th Cnrall-y. 1st Air Cavalry Division. 
Place and date: Near Bon Son in Binh Dinh Province, Republic of 
Vietnam, 21 September 1966. Entered .e.1"1,ice at: Phoenix, Ariz. Date 
and place of birt": Odober 20,1945, Murray, Ky. Citation: For con­
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life ab017e 
and beyond the call of duty. Private First Class Lauffer's squad, a 
part of Companv C, 2nd Battalion, lith Cavalry. was suddenly struck 
at close range by an intense machine,gun crossfire from two concealed 
bunkers astride the squad's route. Private Lauffer. the "".oond man in 
the column, saw the lead man fall and note<l that the remainder of the 
squad was unable to move. Two comrades, previously wounded and 
being carried on litters, were lying helpless in the beaten zone of tile 
enemy fire. Reacting instinctively, Pri"ate Lauffer quickly engaged 
both bunkers with fire from his rifle, but when the other squad mem- • 
hers attempted to maneuver nnder his covering fire, the enemy fusillade 
increased in volume and thwarte<l every attempt to move. Seeing this 
and his wounded comrades helpless in the open, Private Lauffer rose 
to his feet and charged the enemy machinegun positions, firing his 
weapon and drawing the enemy's attention. Keeping the enemy con-
I\1sed and off balance, his one man assault proVlded the crucial mo-
ments for the wounded point man to crawl to " cOY'ered position, the 
squad to move the exposed litter patients to safety, and his comrades 
to gain more advantageous ]1<lsitions. Private Lauffer was fatally 
wotmded during his selfless act of courage and devotion to his fellow 
soldiers. His conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the cost or his 
life served as an inspiration to his comrades and saved the lives OI an 
untold number or his companions. His actions are in keeping with 
the highest. traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon 
himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 
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'LAW, ROBERT D. 
Rook a1Ulorga'fIiMtion: Specialist 4, United Stntes Anny, Company 

I (Ranger), 75th Infantry, 1st Infantrv Division. Place and date: 
TiM Phooc Thanh Province, Republic 01 Vietnam, 22 I?ebruary 1969. 
Entered aervWe at: Dan""" Tex. Date I1!lUl plfM6 of birth: September 
15, 1944, Fort Worth, Tex. Oitatio-n: For conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty. Specialist Robert D. Law distinguished himself at the cost of 
his own lire above and beyond the call of duty on 22 February 1969 
while serving with I Company (Ranger), 75th Infantry, 1st Infantry 
Division, in the Republic of Vietnam. While on a lon/5.!".J.nge recon­
naissance patrol in Tinh Phuoe '['hanh Province, Spemalist Law and 
five comrades made contact with a small enemy patrol. As the opposing 
elements exchanged intense fire, he maneuvere(\ to It perilously-ex­
posed position flanking his comrades and began placing suppressive 
fire on the hostile troops. Although his team was hindered by a low 
supply of ammunition and suffered from an unidentified irritating gas 
in the air, Specialist Law's spirited defense and challeuiPng counter­
assault rallied his fellow soldiers against the well eqUIpped hostile 
troops. When an enemy grenade landed in his team'8 positlOn, Special. 
ist Law, instead of divmg into the safety of a stream behind him, threw 
himself on the f(renade to save the lives of his comrades. Specialist 
Law's extraordmary coura~e and profound concern for his fellow 
soldiers were in keeping WIth the highest traditions of the military 
service and reflect great credit on himself, his unit, and the United 
States Army. 
JJEE, HOWARD V. 

Rook a1Ul orqanWatio-n: Major, United Stute,s ;\:1arine Corps. Com­
pany E, 2nd Battalion, 4th ;\Iarines, :lrd Marine Divisiou (Rein­
forced). Place awl date: Near Cam La, Republic of Vietnam, 8 and 9 
August 1966. Entered serviae at: Dumfries, Va. Date «,lui place of 
birth: August 1, 1933, New York, N.Y. Oitation: For conspicuous gal­
lantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life ahove and heyond the call 
of duty. A platoon of Major (then Captain) Lee's company, while on 
an operation de{;p in enemy territory, was attacked and surrollnded by 
a large Vietnamese force. Realizing that the unit had suffered nu· 
merous casualties, depriving it of effective leadership, and fully aware 
that the platoon was even then under heavy attack by the enemy, Major 
Lee took seven men and proceeded hy helicopter to reinforce the be­
leaguered platoon. Major I..ee disemharked from the helicopter with 
two of his men and, hraving withering enemy fire, jed them into the 
perimeter, where he fearlessly moved from position to position, direct­
mg and encouraging the overtaxed troops. The onemv then launched 
It massive attack with the full migbt of their forces. ~Although pain­
fully w'ounded by fragments from an enemy grenade in several areas 
of his body, including his eye, Major Lee continue A undauntedly 
throughout the night to direct the valiant defense, coordinate support­
ing fires, and aPl'rise higher headquarters of the plight of the platoon. 
The next morning he collapsed from his wounds and was forced to 
relinquish command. However the small hand of Marines had held 
their position and repeatedly fought off many vicious enemy attacks 
for It grueling six hours until their evacuation was effected the follow-
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ing morning. Afajor Lce~s actions saved his men from captur~~ mini~ 
mized the Joss of lives. and dealt the enemY a severe defeat. His in­
domitable fighting spirit, superb leadership: and gruat personal valor 
in the face of tremendons odds, reHect great credit upon himself and 
are in keeping with the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and 
the United States Naval Service. 
"LEE, MILTON A. 

Rl11lk amt ol'qan;zatilflu Private First Class, United States Army, 
Company B, 2nd Battalion, 50-2nd Infantry, 1st Brigade, 101st Air­
borne Division (Ailmobile). Place and date: Thull Thien Province, 
Republic of Vietnam, 26 April 1968. Entered 8er'oiec at: San Antonio, 
Tex. Date Gll<£ place of birth: February 28, 10·19, Shreveport. La. 
Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Private First Class 
"filtou A. Lee distinguished himself bv conspicuous gallantry and in­
trepidity in action above and beyond the call of duty on 26 April 1968, 
ncar the city of Plm 13ui in the Province of ThUll Thien, Republic of 
Vietnam. Prinlte Lee was servin'" as the radio telephoneopemtor with 
the 3l'd Platoon, Comp,my B, 2nl1 Battalion, 502nd Infantry. lsI. Bri­
gade, 101st Airborne Didsion (Airmobile). As lead clement for the 
company, the ;irrl Platoon 1"0cei\:cd intense sLlrprise ho:stilp fire from 
a fort'£' of Xorth Yiptnamesc .. \rmy regulars in ,Yf,ll-colle<>aled hunkers .. 
With fl() percellt casualties. the platoOn mancuvered to " position of 
cowrt<> treat their wouuded ann reorganize, while Private Lee moved 
through the lwo,,,y enemv fire giving lin.saving first aid to his wounded 
comrades. During the slibsequent assault on the enemy defensive posi­
tions. Private Lee eontiI;uously ~ept close radio contact with the co~­
pony commander, relaymg preCIsc and understandable orders to bls 
plateon leader. 'Vhile advancing with the front rank toward the ob­
jective, Private Lee observe.d four North Vietnamese soldiers with au­
tematic weapons and a rocket lallllcher lying in wait for the lead ele­
me,nt of the platoon. As the element moved forward, unaware of the 
conceal"d danger, Private Lee immediatelv and with utter disregard 
for his own personal safety, passed his radio to another soldier and 
charged through the murderous fire. Without hesitation he continued 
his assault, overrunning the enemy position, killing all occupants and 
capturinl't four automatic weapons and a rocket launcher. Privat" Lee • 
continued his one-man a&'ltlult on the second position through a heavy 
barrage of enemv automatic weapons fire. Grievously wounded, he 
contillued to presS the attack, cmwling forward into It firing position 
IIJld delivering accurate covering fire to enable his platoon to maneuver 
and destroy the position. Not until the position was oveITUn did Pri-
vate Lee falter in his steady volnme of fire and succumb to his wounds. 
Private Lee's heroic actions saved tbe lives of the lead element and 
were instTumental in the destruction of the key position of the enemy 
defense. Primte Lee's conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the 
risk of life above and oovond the call of duty are in keeping with the 
highest trnditions of the military service and reHect great credit on 
himself, the 502nd Infantry, and the United States Army. 
"LEISY, ROBERT R. 

Rank and organization: Lieutenant, United States Army, Infantry, 
Company B. 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division. Place 
and dille: Phuoc Long Proviuce, Republic of Vietnam, 2 Decemoor 
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ID69. Entered 8e'I'Viee at: Seattle, Wash. Date and place of I>i'l't": 
March 1, 1945, Stockton, Calif. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry 
and intrepidi!)' in aeti?n at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty. ~econd Lieutenant Robert R. LeISY, Infantry, Company 
B, 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division, distinguished him­
self on December 2, 1969 while serving as platoon lender during II. 

recOll1llLissance mission in Phuoc Long Province, Republic of Vietnam. 
One of his patrols became heavily engaged by fire from a numerically 
superior enemy force located in a well entrenehed bunker complex. As 
Lieutenant Leisy deployed the remainder of his platoon to reseue the 
beleaguered patrol, the platoon also came under intense enemy fire 
from the front and both flanks. In complete disregard for his own 
safety, Lieutenant Leisy m(>ved from position to position deploying 
his men to effectively engage the enemy. Accomp"nied by bis radio 
operator he moved to the front and spotted an enemy sniper in a tree 
in the act of firing a rocket·propelled grenade at them. Realizing there 
was neither time to escape the grenade nOr shout a warning, Lieu­
tenant Leisy unhesitatingly, and with full knowledge of the con­
sequences, shielded the radio operator with his body and absorbed the 
full impact of the explosion. This valorous act saved the life of the 
radio operatDr and protected other men of his platoon who were nearby 
from serious injury, Despite his mortal wounds,Lieutenant Leisy 
calmly and confidently continued to direct the platoon's fire. When 
medical aid arrived, Lieutenant Leisy valiantly refused attention un­
til the other seriously wounded were treated. His display of extraordi­
nary courage and exemplary devotion to duty provided the inspiration 
and leadership that enabled his platoon tD successfully withdraw with· 
out further casualties. Lieutenant Leisy's conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the cost of his own life are in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the military service and reflect great credit on him, his 
unit, and the l)nited States Army. 
LEMOX, PETER C. 

Bank aM organization: Sergeant, United States Army, Company 
E, 2nd Battalion, 8th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division, Plac6 am,d date: 
Tay Ninh Province, Republic of Vietnam. 1 April1lJ70. Entered serv­
i<Je at: Fort Knox, Ky. Date and place of birth: .Tnne 5, 1950, TorontD, 
Canad,,: Oitati?n: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in nction 
at the r18k of hIS hfe above and beyond the call of duty. Serueant Peter 
C. Lemon (then Specialist 4), Company E,2nd Batta!iDn, 8th Cavalry, 
1st Cavalry Division, distinguished himself on April 1. 1970 whi'l" 
serving as an assistant machine gunner during the defense of Fire 
Support Base Illingworth in Tay Ninh Provincc, Republic of 
Vietnam. When the base came under heavy enemy attack, Sergeant 
~mon enga~ a num<;ricltlly, s.uperiOJ: enemy with machinegun and 
I~f!e fire from hIS defenSIve posltlOn until both WN'pons malfunctioned. 
He then used handgrenudes to fend off the intensified enemv attack 
launched in his direction. After eliminating all but one of the enemy 
soldi~r~ in the. immediate vicinity, he pursued and disposed of the 
remammg soldl~r m hand-to-hand combat. Despite fragment wounds 
fron! an explodmg: grenade, Sergeant Lemon regained his position, 
cnrrwd It more serIously wounded comrnde to an aid stfltion~ and~ as 
h~ returned, ,Wl!S :"ounded a second,time .by enemy fire. Disrellarding 
hIS personallllJunes, he moved to hIS posItion through a hail of small 
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arms and grenade fire. Sergeant Lemon immediately realized that the 
defensive seetor was in danger of being overrun by the enemy and 
unhesitating !l.SSaulted the enemy soldiers by throwing handgrenades 
and engaging in hand-to-hand combat. He waS wonnded yet a third 
time, but his determined efforts successfully drove the enemy from 
the position. Securing au operable machingun, Sergeant Lemon steo<l 
atop all emhankment fully exposed to enemy fire, and placed effective 
fire upon the enemy until he collapsed from his multiple wounds and 
exlumstion. After regaining consciousness at the aid station, he refused 
medical evacuation until his more seriously wounded comrades had 
been evacuated. Sergeant Lemon's c<lnspicnous gallantry and extraor­
dinary heroism, ahove and beyond the call of duty. are in keeping with 
the hIghest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit 
on him, his unit, and the United States Army. 
"LEONARD, MATTHEW 

Rank and 01'gani2ation: Platoon Sergeant, United States Army, 
Company B, 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry. Place and date: Nel1r Suoi 
DI1, Republic of Vietnam, 28 February 1967. Entered 8ervice at: Fort 
Benning, Ga. Date and place of birth: November 26, 1929, Eutaw, Ala. 
Oitati"",: For conspicuous galll1lltry and intrepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. His platoon was 
suddenly atto.cked by a large enemy force employing small arms, auto­
lllati<- weapons, and handgrenades. Although the platoon leader and 
several other key leaders were among the first wounded, Sergeant 
Leonard quickly rallied his men to throw back the initial enemy as­
saults. During the short/ause that followed, he orjll1llized a defensive 
perimeterl redistribute ammunition, and insplred his comrades 
through Ius forceful leadership and words of encouragement. Noticing 
a wounded companion outside the perimeter, he dragged the man to 
safety but was struck by a sniper's bullet which shattered his left hand. 
Refusing medicttl attention and continuously exposing himself to the 
increasing fire as the enemy again assaulted the perimeter, Sergel1llt 
I..eonard moved from positIOn to position to direct the fire of his men 
against the well camoullaged foe. Under the cover of the main attack, 
the enemy moved a machmegun into a location where it could sweep 
the entire perimeter. This threat was magnified wh()l\ the platoon 
machinegnn in this area malfnnctioned. Sergeant Leonard quickly 
crawled w the gun position and was helping to clear the malfunction 
when the gunner and other men in the vicinity were wounded by fire 
from the enemy maehinegun. Sergeant Leonard rose to his feet, 
charged the enemy gnn, and destroyed the hostile crew despite being 
hit several times by enemy fire. He moved to a tree, propped himself 
against it, and continued to engage the enemy until he succumbed to 
his manV wounds. His fighting spirit, heroic leadership, and valiant 
acts inspired the remaininlI members of his platoon to hold back the 
enemy until assistanc<3 arnved. Sergeant Leonard's profound courage 
and devotion to his men are in keepmg with the highest traditions of 
the military service, I1IId his gallant actions reflect great credit upon 
himself and the United States Army. 
LEVITOW, JOHN L. 

Rank and organi2atiort: Sergeant, United States Air Force, 3rd 
Special Operations Squadron, Bien Hoa Air Base. Place amd date: 
Leng Binh Army Post, Republic of Vietnam, 24 February 1969. En-
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tered sermce at: N ew Haven, Conn. Date and place of birth: N oyember 
1, 1945, Hartford, Conn. OitatW1L: For conspicuous gallantry and in­
trepidity in Q(ltion at the risk of his life aboye and beyond the call of 
duty. Sergeant. John L. Levitow (then Airman First Class), United 
States Air Foree, distinguished himself by exceptional heroism on 
24 February 1969, while assigned lIS a loadmaster ahoard an AG-47 
aircraft flymg a night mission in support of Lonll' Binh Army Post, 
Republic of Vietnam. On that date Sergeant LeYltow's aircraft was 
struck by a hostile mortar round. The resUlting explosion ripped a hole 
two feet in diameter through the wiug and fragments made over 3,500 
holes in the fuselage. All occupants of the cargo compartment were 
wounded and helplessly slammed against the floor and fuselage. The 
explosion tore an activated flare from the grasp of a crewmember who 
had been launching flares to provide illumination for Anny ground 
troops e~ in combat. Sergeant Levitow, though stunned by the 
concWlSion 01 the blast and sufferin~ from over forty fragment wounds 
in the back and legs, staggered to his feet and turned to assist the man 
nearest to him who had been knocked down and was bleeding heavily. 
As he was moving his wounded comrade forward and a way from the 
opsned cargo compartment door, he saw the smokinll: flare ahead of him 
in the aisle. Realizing the danger involved and eomi'letely disregardiag 
his own wounds, Sergeant Levitow started toward the burning Bare. 
The aircraft was partIally out of control and the flare was rolling wild­
ly from side to Side. Sergeant Levitow struggled forward despite the 
loss of blood from his many wounds and the partial loss of fe~ling in 
his right leg. Unable to grasp ·the rolling flare with his hands, he 
threw himself bodily upon the burning flare. Hugging the deadly de­
vice to his bodYl he dragged himself ,back to the rear of the aircraft; 
'and hurled the I11l.re through the open cargo door. At that instant the 
flare separated and ignited m the air, but clear of the aircraft. Sergeant 
Levitow, by his selfless and heroic actions, saved the aircraft and its 
entire crew from certain death and destruction. Sergeant Levitow's 
conspicuous gallantry, his rrofound concern for his fellowmen, and 
his intrepidity at the risk 0 his life above and beyond the call of duty 
are in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Air 
Force and reflect great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of 
his country. 
LlTEKY, ANGELO J. 

Ramk a1Ld organkation: Chaplain (Captain), United States Anny, 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 199th Infantry Brigade. 
Pwe a1Ld date: Near Phuoo-Lac, Bien Hoa Province, RepublIc of 
Vietnam! 6 December 1967. Entered S61"I)u:e at: Fort Hamilton, N.Y. 
Date t1In4 pwe of birth: February 14, 1931, Washi~on, D.C. Oita­
tion: Chaplain (Captain) Angelo' J. Liteky distingUIshed himself by 
exceptional heroism on 6 December 1967, while serving with Com­
pany A, 4th Battalion, 12th Infantry, 199th Light Infantry Brigade. 
He was participating in a search and destrov operation near Phuoc­
Lac, Bien Hoa Provmce, in the RepUblic of Vietnam, when Company 
A came under intense fire from a battalion size enemy force. Momeo­
tarily stunned from the immedin.te encounter that ensued, the men 
hugged the ground for cover. OlJServing two wounded men, Chaplain 
Liteky moved to within fifteen meters of an enemy machinegun po­
sition to reach them, placing hinlself between the enemy and the 
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wounded men. '''hen there WitS a brief respite in the fighting, he man­
aged to drag them to the reJati n, safety of the landing zon". Inspired 
by his courageons aclions, the company rallied and regan placing a 
heavy volume of fire upon the enemy's positions. In a magnificent dis­
play of courage and leadership, Chaplain Liteky <began moving up­
right through the enemy fire, administering last rites to the dying and 
evacuating the wounded. Noticing another trapped and seriously 
wounded man, Chaplain Litel,y crawled to his aid. Realizing that the 
wounded man was too heavy to carry, he rolled on his back, placed the 
man on his chest and through sheer determination and fortitude 
crawled back to the landing zone using his elbo,,'S and heels to push 
himself along. Pausing for breath momentarily, he returned to the 
action and came upon·u man entangled in the dense. t.horny under­
brush. Once more int,;nsc enemy fire was directed at him, but Chaplain 
Liteky stood his ground and calmly broke the vines and carried th~ 
man to the landing zone for evacuatIOn. On several occasions when the 
landing zone was under small arms and rocket fire, Chaplain Liteky 
stood up in the face of hostile fire und personally directed the medemc 
helicopters into and out of the area. With the wounded safely evac­
uated, Chal'lain Liteky returned to the perimeter, constantly enoour­
aging and mspiring the men. Upon the unit's relief on the morning 
of 7 December 1967, it was discovered that despite painful wounds 
in tI,e neck and foot Chaplain Liteky had personally carried over 
twenty men to the landing zone for evacuation during the sava;re fight­
ing. Through his indomifable inspiration and heroic actions, Chaplain 
Litekv saved the lives of a number of his comrades and enabled the 
coml;>any to repulse the enemy. Chaplain Liteky's actions reflect great 
credIt upon himself and were in keeping with the highest traditions 
ofthe United States Army. 
LIVINGSTON, JAMES E. 

RamIe and or[!amization: Captain, United States :Mariue Corps, Com­
pany E, 2nd Battalion. 4th ll.farines, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade. 
Place and date: Dai Do, Republic of Vietnam, 2 May 1968. Enie1VJd 
service at: Auburn, Ala. Date and place of birth: January 12, 1940, 
Towns, Telfair eouuty, Ga. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the. call of duty 
while serving as Commanding Officer, Company E, 2nd Battalion, 4th 
Marines, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade in action against enemy 
forces in the Republic of Vietnam. On 2 May 1968, Compan;y E 
launched a determined assault on the heavily fortified village of Dai 
Do, which had been seized by the enemy on the precedinll' evening 
isolating a Marine company from the remainder of the battahon. Skill­
fully employing screenmg agents, Captain Livingeton maneuvered his 
men to assault positions across 500 meters of dangerous open rice paddy 
while under intense enemy fire. Ignoring hostile rounds impacting 
near him, he fearlessly Jed his men in a savage assault against enemy 
emplacements within the village. While adjusting supportinf,: arniB 
1i1~. Captain I,ivingstou moved to the points of heavlest. reSIstance, 
shouting words of encouragement to his Marines, directing their fire, 
and spurring the dwindling momentum of the atta.ck On repl19.ted occa­
sions. Althoufh twice painfully wounded by grenade fragments, he re­
fused medica treatment and courageouslJ' led his men in the destruc­
tion of over 100 mutually supporting bunkers, driving the remaining 
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enemy from their positions, and relieving the pressure On the stranded 
Marine oomplUly. As the two companies consolidated positions and 
evacUlI.ted casualties, a third company passed through the friendly lines 
launching an assault on the adJllcent village of Dinh To, only to he 
halted by a furious counterattack of an enemy battalion. Swiftly 
assessing the sitnation and disregarding the heavy volnme of enemy 
fire, Captain Livingston boldly maneuvered the remaining effective 
men of his company forward, Joined forces with tbe heavily e1!ga~d 
Marines, and halted the enemy's counterattack. ''founded a third tIme 
and unable to walk, he steadfastly remained in the dangerously ex­
posed area, deploying his men to more tenable positions and super­
vising the evacuation of casualties. Only when assured of the safety 
of his men did he allow himself to he evacuated. Captain Livingston's 
gallant actions uphold the hi/ihest traditions of the Marine Corps and 
the GnitedStates Naval ServlOO. 
*LONG, DONALD RGSSELL 

RUIfIlc and o:rganUatUm.: Sergeant, Gnited States Army, Troop C, 
1st SqUll.dron, 4th Cavalry, 1st Infantry Division_ Place amd Iktte: Re­
public of Vietnam, 30 June 1966. Ent~red se1'vice at: Ashland, Ky. 
Pate aM place of birth: Allgust 27,1939, Blackfork, Ohio. G.O. No.: 
13,4 April 1968. OitatUm.: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
in action at the risk of his life abOve and beyond -the call of duty. 
On 30 June 1966, Troops B and C, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavnlry, while 
conducting a reco!lIlll.issance mission along a road in the Republic of 
Vietnam, were suddenll.: attacked by a Viet Cong regiment, support"d 
by mortars, recoilless rIfles and machineguns, from concealed positions 
astride the road. Sergeant Long a:bandoned the relative safety of his 
armored personnel ca:rrier and braved a withering hail of enemy fire 
to curl'y wounded men to evacuatioll helicopters. As the phtoon fought 
its way forward to resupply advanced elements, Sergeant Long re­
peatedly exposed himself to enemy fire at point blank range to provide 
the needed supplies .. While assaulting the Viet Cong positiou, Ser­
geant Long inspired his comrades by fearlessly standing unprotected 
to repel the enemy with rifle fire and grenades as they attempted to 
mount his carrier. 'VIlen the enemy threatened to overrun a disabled 
carrier nearby, Sergeant Long again disregarded his own safety to 
help the severely wounded crew to safety. As he was handing arms to 
the less seriously wounded and reorganizin/i: them to press the attack, 
an enemy grenade was hurled onto the carrier deck. Immediately rec-' 
ognizing the imminent danger, he instinctively shouted a warning to 
the crew and pushed to safety one man who had not heard his warning 
over the roar of battle. Realizing that these actions would not fully 
protect the exposed crewmen from the deadly explosion, he threw 
himself over the grenade to absorb the blast and thereby saved the lives 
of eight of his comrades at the expense of his own life. Throughout 
the battle, Sergeant Long's extraordinary heroism, COli rage and Sll­
preme devotion to his men were in the finest tradition of the military 
service, and reflect great credit upon himself and the United States 
Army. 
'LOZADA, CARLOS JAMES 

Ram}" and organization: Private First Class, United Stat"s Army, 
Companv A, 2nd Battalion, (Airborne), 503rd Infantry, 173rd Air­
borne Brigade (Separate). Place and date: Dak To, Republic of Viet· 
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nam, 20 November 1961. Entered service at: New York, N.Y. Date and 
place of birth: September 6, 1946, Caguas, Puerto Rico. Oitation: For 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of dutl' Private First Class Carlos J. 
Lozada, United States Army, distmguished himself by conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity at the ris~ of his life above and beyond the 
,:all of duty on 20 November 1961, m the battle of Dak To, Republic 
of Vietnam. Wbile servin" as a machine gunner with 1st Platoon, Com­
pany A, 2nd Battalion fAirborne). 503rd Infantry, 113rd Airborne 
Brigade (Separate), Private Lozada was part of a four man early 
warning outpost, locnted thirty-five meters from his company's Jines. 
At 1400 hours a North Vietnamese Army company rapidly approached 
the outpost along a well defined trail. Private Lozada alerted his com­
rades and commenced firing at the enemy who were within ten meters 
of the outpost. His heavy and accurate maehinegun fire killed at least 
twenty North Vietnamese soldiers and compJetely disrupted their 
initial attack. Private Lozada remained in an exposed position and 
continued to pour dendlJ' fire upon the enemy despIte the nrgent pleas 
of his comrades t<> withdraw. The enemv continued their assault, at­
tempting to envelop the outpost. At the same time enemy forces 
launched a heavy attack on the forward west flank of Company A with 
the intent to cut them off from their battalion. Company A was ~ven 
the order to withdraw. Private Lozada apparently realized that If he 
abandoned his position there would be nothIng to hold back the surgin/( 
North Vietnamese soldiers and that the entire company withdrawal 
would be jeopardized. He c,alled for his comrades w move back and 
that he would stay nnd provide cover for them. He made this decision 
realizing that the enemy was converJiing on three sides of his position 
and only meters away, and a delay m withdrawal meant almost cer­
tain death. Private Lozada continued w deliver a heavy, accurate vol­
ume of suppressive fire against the eneml until he 'Was mortally 
wounded and had W be carried during the WIthdrawal. His heroic deed 
served as an example and an inspiration w his comrades throuJhout 
the ensuing fou1'4y battle. Private Lozada's actions are in the highest 
traditions of the United St,ates Army and reflect great credit upon 
himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 
LYNCH, ALLEN JAMES 

Ranlc and orqa;nization: Sergeant, United States Army" Company 
D, 1st Battalion (Airmobile), 12th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry DiVISion 
(Airmobile). Plaee and date: Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Viet­
nam, 15 December 1961. Entered se1"Vice oJ;: Chicago, Ill. DoJ;e aM 
pi.aee of birth: October 28,1945, Chicago, Ill. OitatMn: For conspicu­
ous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty. Sergeant Allen J. Lynch (then Specialist 4) 
distinguished himself on 15 December 1961 while serving as II radio 
telephone operator with Company D, 1st Battalion (Airmobile), 12th 
Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), in Binh Dinh Province, 
Republic of Vietnam. While serving in the forward element on an op­
eration near the village of My An, his unit became heavily engaged. 
with a uumerically superior enemy force. Qnickly and accurately as­
sessing the situation, Sergeant Lynch provided his commander with 
information which subsequently ]lroved essential w the unit's success­
fuJ a.ctions. Observing three wounded comrades lying exposed to enemy 
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fire, Sergeant Ly,nch dashed across fifty meters of open ground through 
a witheringha.il of enemy fire to administer a.id. Reconnoiteri~ a 
nearby trench for a covered position to protect the wounded from In­
tense hostile fire, he killed two enem:y soldiers at point blank range. 
With the trench cleared, he nnllesitatmgly returned to the fire-swept 
area. three times to carry the wounded men to safety. When his com­
pany wa.s forred to withdra'W by the superior firepower of the enemy, 
8ergesnt Lynch remained to aid his comrades a.t the risk of his own life 
rather than absndon them. Alone, he defended his isolated position for 
two hours against the advancing enemy. Using only his rifle and a 
grenade, he stopped them just short of his trench, killing five. Again, 
disregarding his own safety in the face of withering hostile fire, he 
crossed seventy meters of exposed terrain five times to carry his 
wounded comrades to a. more secure area. Once he had assured their 
comfort and safety, Sergeant Lynch located the counterattacking 
friendly company to assist in directing the attack and evacuating the 
three CasualtIes. By his conspicuous gallantry at the risk of his own 
life in the highest traditions of the niilitary service, Sergeant Lynch 
hM reflected great credit on himself, the 12th Cavalry, and the United 
States Army. 
MARM, WALTER JOSEPH, JR. 

Rank and O'I'ganieaticn: First Lieutenant (then Seeond Lieutenant), 
United States Army, Company A, 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 1st 
Cavalry Division (Airmobile).l'lMe and date: Vicinity of La Draug 
Valley, Republic of Vietnam, 14 November 1965. Entered 8ermce at: 
Fort Jackson, S.C. Date and plMe of birth: 20 November 1941, Wash­
ington, Pa. G.O. No.: 7, 15 February 1967. Oitaticn: For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the co.11 
of duty. As a Platoon Leader in the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), 
Lieutenant Marm demonstrated indomitable courage during a combat 
operation in the La Drang Valley. His company was movmg through 
the valley to relieve a friendly unit surrounded by an enemy force of 
estimated regimental size. Lieutenant Marm led his platoon through 
withering fire until they were finally forced to take cover. Realizing 
that his platoon could not hold verY long, and seeing four enemy sol­
diers moving into his position, he moved qnickly under hea '-y fire and 
mmihilated all four. Then, seeing that his platoon was receivinl' ill tense 
fire from a concealed mnchinegun, he deliberately exposed hImself to 
draw its fire. Thus locating its position, he attempted to destroy it with 
an antitank weapon. Altliough he inflicted casualties, the weapon did 
not silence the enemy fire. Quickly, disregarding the intense fire di. 
rected on him and his platoon, he charged 30 meters ac.ross open 
ground, and hurled grenades into the enemy position, killing some of 
the eight insurgents manning it. Althongh severely wonnded, when his 
grenades were expended, armed with only a rifle, he continued the 
momentum of his assault on the position and killed the remainder of 
the enemy. Lieutenant Marm's selfless actions reduced the fire on his 
platoon, broke the enemy assault, and rallied his unit to continue to­
ward the accomplishment of th,S mission. Lieutenant Marm's con· 
spicuous gallantry on the bsttleficld and his extraordinary intrepidity 
at the risk of his hfe above and beyond the call <rf duty are in the higli. 
est traditions of the United States Army and reflect groat credit upon 
himself and the Armed Forces of his country. . 
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""MARTINI, GARY W. 
Rank and organization: Private First Class, United States ~Iarine 

Corps, Company F, 2nd Battalion, 1st :Marines, 1st Marine Division. 
PUree .and date .. Binh Son, Republic of Vietnam, 21 April 1967. 
Entered service at.' Portland, Oreg. Date and pZlllJe of birth: 
September 21, 1948, RQekbridge Baths, Ya. Oitation: For conspic­
HOUS gallantry ami intrepidity at the risk of his life above and·beyond 
tite call of duty. On April 21, 1967, during Operation UNIOX, 
elements of Conipany F, conducting offensive operations at Binh Son, 
encountered a firnily entrenched enemy force and immediately de­
ployed to engage them. The Marines in Private Martini's platiJon 
assaulted across an open rice paddy to within twenty meters of the 
ei,pm\' troll('h line wbere they were suddenlv struck b:)' hand grenades, 
intenSe small arms, automatic weapons, and mortar fire. The enemy 
onslaught killed 14 and wounded 18 Marines, pinning the remainder of 
the platoon down behind a low paddy dike. In the face of imminent 
danger, Private Martini immediately crawled over the dike to a for­
ward open area within 15 meters of the enemy position where, contin­
uonsly exposed to the hostile fire, he hurled handgrelludes, killing 
several of the enemy. Crawling hack through the intense· fire; he 
rejoined his platooll which had moved to the relative safety of a trench 
line. From this position he observed severol of his wounded co=des 
lying helpless in the fire-swept paddy. Although he knew that one man 
had been killed attempting to assist the wounded, Private :Martini 
raced through the open area and dragged a comrade back to a friendly 
po::.jtion. III spite of a serious wound :ret'eived during this first darin~ 
rescue, he again braved the unrelenting fury of the enemy fire to aid 
another companion lving wounded only 20 meters in front of the 
enemy trench line. As he reached the fallen Marine, he received a 
mortal wound, but disregarding his own condition, he began to drag 
the Marine toward his platoon's position. Observing men from his Unit 
attempting to leave the security of their position to aid him, concerned 
only for their safety, he called to them to remain under cover, and 
through a final supreme effort, moved his injured ~Almrade to where he 
could be pulled to safety, before he fell, succumbinli\" to his wounds. 
Stouthearted and indomitable, Private :Martini unheSItatingly yielded 
his life te saye two of his comrades and insure the safety of the re­
m'tinder of his platoon. His outstanding courage, valiant fighting 
spirit and selfless devotion to duty reflected the highest credit upon 
himself, the Marine Corps, and the United States Naval Service. He 
gallantly gave his life for his country. 
':MAXAM, LARRY LEONARD 

Rank a11d O'rgalfl.i2ation: Corporal United States lIfnrine Corps, Com­
pany D, 1st Battalion, 4th MarInes, IIrd Marine Division (Rein), FMF. 
Place and date: Quang Tri Province, Repoblic of Vietnam, II Febru­
ary 1968. Entered seMtice at: Los Angeles, Calif. Date and place of 
bil'th: January 9, 1948, Glendale, Calif. OiJ;ation.: For conspicuous gal­
lnntry and intrepidity at the risk of ],is life above and beyond the call of 
duty while servmg as a Fire Team Leader with Company D, 1st Bat­
talion, 4th :Marines, 3rd Marine Division in the Republic of Vietnam. 
On 2 February 1968, the Cam La District Headquartenl came under 
extremely heavy rocket, artillery ,mortar, and recoilless rifle fire from 
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a numerically superior enemy foree, destroying a portion of the defen­
sive perimeter. Corporal Maxam, observing the enemy massing for an 
assault into the compound across the remaining defensive wire, 
instructed his Assistant Fire Team Leaner to take charge of the fire 
team, and unhesitatingly proceeded to the weakened section of the 
perimeter. Completoly exposed to the concentrated enemy fire, he sus­
tained mUltiple fragmentation wounds from exploding grenades us he 
ran to an abandoned machinegun position. Reaching the emplacement, 
he grasped the machinegun and commenced to deliver effeetive fire on 
the advancing enemy. As the enemy directed maximum fire power 
against the determined ;'.farine. Corporal Maxam's positioll reeeived a 
dll-ect hit from a rocket propelled .grenade, knocking him backwards 
and inflicting severe fragmentation wounds to his face and right eye. 
Although momentarily stunned and in intense pain, Corporal Maxam 
courageously resumed his firing position and subsequently was struck 
again by small·arms fire. 'With resolute determination, he gallantly 
continued to deliver intense muchillegull fhe l causing the ellelny to re­
retreat throngh the defensh'c wire to positions of {'OYer. In a des­
perate attempt to silence his "ceupon, t.he North Vietll:'mesc threw 
handgrenades and dil-ected reroilless rifle fire against him inflictiu" 
two additional wounds. Too weak to reload his machillegull, Corl'ora~ 
Maxam fell to a prone position and valiantly contmned to deliver 
effective fire with his rifle. After one and a half hours, during which 
he was hit repeatedly by fragmeuts from exploding grenades and con­
centrated small-arms fire, he succumbed to his wounds, having sue­
e_fully defended nearly one half of the perimeter singlehandedly. 
Corporal Maxam's aggiessh'e fighting spuit, inspi ring valor and 
selfless devotion to dutv reflected great credit upon himself and the 
Marine Corps and upheld the highest traditions of the United States 
Naval Service. He gaJlantly gave his life for his country. 
McCLEERY, FINNIS D. 

Rank and organization: Platoon Sergeant, r'nited Stntes Army, 
Company A, 1st Battalion, 6th r'nited States Infantry. Place IPnd 
date: Quang Tin Province, Repnblic of Vietnam, 14 "'lay 1968, En­
t&red $e/"vwe at: San Angelo, Tex. Date and place of birth: December 
25,1927, Stephenville, Tex. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity in action at the risk of his life ahove aud beyond the call 
of duty. k'latoon Sergeant Finnis D. McCleerv, United States Armv, 
distinguished himself on 14 May 1968, while serving as Platoon Lead;;.r 
of the 1st Platoon of Company A, 1st Battalion, 6th United States 
Infantry. On that date, a comhmed force was assiane<! the mission of 
assaulting a reinforced comfany of Xorth Vietnamese Army regu­
lars, well entrenched on Hil 352, 17 miles west of Tam Ky. Quang 
Tin Province. As Sergeant McCleery led his men np the hill and 
across an open area to close with the enemv, his platoon and other 
friendly elements were pinned down by tremendously heavy fire com­
ing from the fortified enemy positions. Realizing the severe damage 
that the enemy could inflict on the combined force in the event that 
their attack was completely halted, Sergeant McCleery rose from his 
sheltered position and began a one-man assault on the bunker complex. 
With extraordinary courage, he moved across 00 meters of open ground 
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as bullets struck all .. round him and rockets and grenades literally 
exploded at his feet. As he came within 30 meters of the key enemy 
bunker, Sergeant McCleery began firing furiously from the hip Rnd 
thrm.ving ha.ndgrenades . ... >\t this pointk'in his assault, he_ was pain­
fully wounded by shrapnel, but, with complete disregard for his 
wound, he continued his advance on the key bunker and killed all 
of its oeeupants. Having successfully and singlehandedly breached 
the enemy perimeter, he climbed to the top of the bunlror he had 
just captured and, in fnll view of the enemy, shouted encouragement 
to his men to follow his assault. As the friendlv Tnrces moved for­
ward, Sergeant McCleery began a lateral assault on the enemy bunker 
line. He continued to expOse himself to the intense enemy fire as he 
moved from bunker to bunker, destroying each in turn. He was 
wounded a second time by shrapnel as he destroyed and routed the 
enemy from the hill. Sergeant ~fcCleery is personally credited with 
eliminating several key enemy positions and inspiring the assault that 
resulted in gaining control of Hill 352. His extraordinary heroism at 
the risk of his own life, ahove and beyond the call oT duty was in 
keeping with the highest standards of the military service, Q!l(i reflects 
great credit on him, the Americ .. l Division, and the United States 
Army. 
*)fcDOXALD, PHILL G. 

Rank and ()'f'ganizat-ion: Private First Class, United States Army, 
Company A, 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry, 4th Infantry Division. 
Place and date: Near Kontum City, Republic of Vietnam, 7 June 
1968. Entered 8er<:;(Je at: Beckley, W. Va. Date and place of birth.: 
September 13, 1941. Avondale, W. Va, (,,'tation: For conspicuous gal­
lantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his liIe ahove and be­
yond the call of duty. Private First Class PhiH G. McDonald dis­
tinguished himself on 7 June 1968 while serving as a Team Leader 
with the 1st Platoon of Companv A, 1st Battalion. 14th Infantry, 
4th Infantry Division, in the Republic of Vietnam. iVhile on a com­
bat mission near Kontum City, hIS platoon came under heavy barrage 
of automatic weapons fire from a well couc~aled company-size enemy 
force. iT olunteerinO' to escort two wounded comrades to an evacua­
tion point, Private'lUeDonald crawled throHgh intense fire to destroy 
with a grenade an enemy automatic weapon threatening the safety 
of the evacuation. Returning to his platoon, he again volunteered 
to provide covering fire for the maneuver of the platoon from its ex­
posed position. Realizing the tbreat he ~d, enemy gunners concen­
t ruted their fire 011 Private McDonald's position, seriously wounding 
him. Despite his painful wounds, Private McDonald recovered the 
weapon of a wounded machine gunner to provide accurate covering 
fire for the gunner's evacuation. When other soldiers were pinned 
down by a heavy volume of fire from a hostile machinegun to his 
front, Private McDonald crawled toward the enemy position to 
destroy it with Ill'enades. He was morlallv wounded in this intrepid 
adion. Private McDonald's conspicuous gallantry at the risk of his 
own life above and beyond the call of duty. which resulted in the sav­
i1'U: of the lives of his comrad",., is in keeping with the hi/lhest tradi­
tions of tbe military service and reflects great credit upon himself, his 
lin it, and the United States Army. 
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McGINTY, JOHN J. In 
Ratnie and orqan"isatiMt: Second Lieutenant (then Staff ScrO"eant), 

United Stares Marine Corps, Company K, 3rd Battalion, 4th )farines, 
3rd Marine Division, Fleet MArine Force. Place allit date: Republic of 
Vietnam, 18 July 1966. Entered serviee at: Laurel Bay, S.C. Date and 
place of birth: January 21, 1940, Boston, Mass. Citati.on: For con­
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty. Second Lieutenant (then Staff Sergeunt) 
McGinty's platoon, which was providing rear security to protect the 
withdrawal of the Battalion from a position which had been under 
attack for three days, came under heavy small arms, automatic 
weapons and mortar fire from an estimated enemy regiment. 'With each 
successive human wave which assaulted his thlrty-two-man platoon 
during the four-hour hattie, Second Lieutenant "'loGinty rallied his 
men to beut off the enemy. In one bitter assault, two or the squads be­
came separated from the remainder of the platoon. With complete 
disregard for his safety, Second Lieutenant McGinty e1utrged through 
intense automatic weapons and mortar fire to their position. Finding 
twenty men wounded and the Medical Corpsman killed, he quickly 
reloaded ammunitioll magazines and weapons for the wounded men 
and directed their fire upon the enemy. Although he was painfully 
wounded as he moved to care for the disabled men, he continued to 
shout encouragement to his troops lind to direct their" fire so effectively 
that the att!lckin~ hordes were beaten off. When the enemy tried to 
out_flank his position, he killed five of them at point-blank range with 
his pistol. "When they again seemed on the verge of overrunning the 
small force, he skillfullJ' "adjusted artillery and air strikes within fift.y 
yards of his position. This destructive fire power routed the enemy, 
who left an estimated 500 bodies on the battlefield. Second Lieutenant. 
McGinty's personal h~roisml i!140mi~able !eadership, ~Ifless devotion 
to duty, and bold fightmg Spll'lt InSpired his mell to res]st the repeated 
attacks by a fanatical enemy, reflected great credit upon himself, and 
upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the cnited 
States Naval Service. 
MoGONAGLE, WILLIAM L. 

Rank and &rqani2ati&n: Captain (then Commander), United States 
Navy, U.S.S. Libert!! (AGTR-o). Place arid date: International 
waters, Eastern Mediterranean, S-9 June 1967. E1Iiered service at: 
Thermal, Calif. Date aM place of birth: November 19, 1925, Wichita. 
Kans. Citation: F'oT conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk 
of his life ahove and beyond the call of duty. Sailing in international 
waters, the Liberty was attacked without warning by iet fighter air­
craft and motor torpedo boats which inflicted many c".unlties among 
the crew and caused extreme damage to the ship. Although severely 
wounded during the first air attack, Captain (then Commander} Uc­
Gonagle remained at his battle station on the badly damag-ed bri{4re 
and, with :full knowledge of the seriousness of his wounds, subordi­
nated his own welfare to the safety and survival of his command. 
Steadfastly refusing any treatment which would take him away from 
his post, he calmly continued to exercise firm command of his ship. 
Despire continuous exposure to fire, he maneuvered his ship, directed 
its defe.nse, supervised the control of flooding and fire, and saw to the 
care of the casualties. Captain McGonagle's extraordinary valor under 



100 

these conditions inspirpd the survi ying members of the Liberty's crew, 
11lUny of them seriously wounded, to heroic efforts to overcome the 
battle damage and keep the ship afloat. Subsequent to the attack, al­
though in great pain and weak from the loss of blood, Captain McGon­
agle remained at his battle station and continued to command his ship 
for more than seventeen hours. It \vas only after rendezvous with a 
United St:ltes destroyer that he relinquished personal control of the 
Liberty and permitted himself to be removed from the bridge. Even 
then, he refused much needed medical attention until convinced that 
the seriously ,,-ounded among his crew had been treated. Captain 
l\IcGonagle's superb professionalism, courageous fighting spirit, and 
valiant leadership saved his ship and many lives. His actions sustain 
and enhance the finest traditions of the United States Naval Service. 
")fcKIBBEX, RAY 

!tarde and orgafl,'ization.' Sergeant, LTnitecl Statps Army, Troop B, 
7th Squadron (Airmohile), 17th Camlry. Place and date: Near Song 
~["o, Rppublic of Yietnam, 6 December 1968. Ente)'cd «ervice at: 
_'.Jlanta. Ga. /l(Jie (Jnd l!lrrre of birti,: Octoher 27, 19",,, Felton, Ga. 
(' ifati01i: For conspicllons gallantry and intrepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and 'heyond' the call of duty, Sergeant Ray 
McKibben distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and intre­
pidity in action above and heyond the call of duty while serving as team 
leader of the point element of a reconnaisEance patrol of Troop B, 7th 
Squadron (Airmobile), 17th Cavalry operating in enemy territory 
near Song Mao in the Republic of Yietnam on 6 December 1968. 
Serge"nt McKibben was leading his point element in a movement to 
contact "long a well-traveled trail ,,-hen the lead element came under 
heavy automatic weapons fire from a fortified bunker position, forcing 
the patrol to take cover. Sergeant McKibben, appraising the situation 
and ,,-ithout regard for his own safety, cbarged through bamboo and 
heavy h111Sh to the fortified position, killed the enemy gunner, secured 
the we"pon and directed his patrol element for,,-ard. As the patrol 
moved out, Sergeant McKihben ohserved enemy movement to the 
flank of the patrol. Fire support from helicopter gunships was 
requested and the area was effectively neutralized. The patrol again 
continued its mission and as the lead element rounded the bend of a 
river it came under heavy automatic weapons fire from camouflaged 
bunkers. As Sergeant McKibhen was deplovinl( his men to covered 
positions, he ohserved one of his men fall wounded. Although bullets 
"ere hitting all around the wounded man, Sergeant McKibben, with 
complete disregard for his own safety, sprang to his comrade's side 
and under heavy enemv fire pulled him to safety behind the cover of 
a rock emplacement where he administered hasty first aid. Sergeant 
McKibben, seeing that his comrades were pinned down and were unable 
to deliver effective fire al(ainst the enemv hunkers, again undertook 
a singlehanded assault of the enemy defenses. He charged through 
the brush and hail of automatic weapons fire closing on the first 
hunker, killing the enemy with accurate rifle fire and securing the 
l'nemy~s weapon. He continued his assault against the next bunker, 
fi"ing his rifle as he charged. As he approached the second bunker his 
rifle ran out of ammunition: however. he used the captured ene-,my 
W(,[1110U nnt.il it too was cmntv. nt that time he silenced t,he bunker 
with well placed handgrenades. He reloaded his ,,-eapon and covered 
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the advance of his men as they moved forward. Obserdng the fire of 
another bunker impeding the patrol's advance, Sergeant McKibben 
again singlehandedly assaulted the new position. As he neared the 
bunker he was mortally wounded but was able to fire a final bms! from 
his weapon kilIing the enemy and enabling the patrol to continue the 
assault. Sergeant McKibben's indomitable conra,ge. extraordinary 
heroism, profound concern for the welfare of his fellow soldiers amI 
disregard for his own personal safety saved the lives of his comrades 
!lnd enabled the patrol to accomplish lts mission. Sergeant McKibben's 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the cost of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty are in the highest traditions of the 
military service and refleet great credit upon himself, his unit, and 
the United States Army. 
'McMAHON, THO~fAS J. 

Rank,aM fJ1'gani2ation: Specialist 4, United States Army, C{)mpany 
A, 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, 196th Infantry Brigade, Americal 
Division. Place (U"f, date: Quang Tin Province, Republic of Vietnam, 
19 March 1969. Entered 8erviee at: Portland, Maine. Date aM place 
of birth: June 24, 1948, 'Washington, D.C. Citati(}n: For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity in acbon at the risk of his liie above and 
beyond the call of duty. Specialist Thomas J. McMahon distinguished 
himself on 19 March 1969 while serving as medical aid man with Com­
pany A, 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, 196th Infantry Brigade, 
Americal Division, in QUi1~ 'rin Province, Republic of Vietnam. 
W1len the lend el<lments of hIS company came under heavy fire from 
well-fortified enemy positions, three soldiers fell seriously wounded. 
Spooialist McMahon, with complete disregard for his own safety, left 
his covered position and ran through intense enemy fire to the side 
of one of the wounded. administered first aid and theu carried him 
to safety. He returned through the hail of fire to the side of a second 
wounded man, Although painfully wonnded by an exploding mortar 
round while returning the wounded man to a secure position, 
Specialist McMahon refused medical attention and heroicall v ran 
back through the heavy enemy fire toward his remaining woUnded 
comrade. He fell mortallv wounded before he could resCUll the last 
man., Specialist McMahon's conspicuous gallantry and undaunted 
concern for tbe welfare of his wmrades at the cest of his own life are 
in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and 
reflect great credit on himself, his unit, and the United' States Army. 
MoNERNEY, DAVID H. 

Rank and O1'garcizatwn: First Sergeant, United States Army, Com­
pany A, 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry, 4th Infantry Division. Place a",d 
date: Pole; Doc, RepUblic of Vietnam, 22 March 1967. Entered genice 
at: Fort Bliss, Tex. Date a-nd place of "birth: .June 2, 1031, Lowell, 
Mass. OitatUm: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk 
of his life above and beyond the call of dutv. Running through the 
hail of enemy fire to the area of heaviest contact, he was assisting in the 
development of a defensive perimeter when he encount<>red several 
enemy at close ranj!e. He killed the enemy but was painfully injured 
when blown from his feet by a grenade. III spite of this injurv, he as­
sault"d and dest,royed an enemy machinel-'1ln position that had pinned 
down five of his comrades beyond the defensiw, line. Upon learning his 
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commander and artillery forward observer had been killed, heassnmed 
comman,\ of the company. He adjusted artillery fire to within twenty 
meters of the position in a daring measure to repulse enemy assaults. 
'Vhen the smoke grenades use.d to mark the position were gone, he 
moved into a nearby clearing to designate the location to friendly air­
craft. In spite of enemy fire ·he remained exposed until he was certain 
the position was spotted and then climbed hIto a tree and tied the 
identification panel to its highest branches. Then he moved among his 
men readjusting their position, encouraginO' the defenders and check­
ing the \vounde<l. As the hostile assaults Slacl.:encd, he began clearing ~ 
helicopter landing site to evacuate the wounded. 'Vhcn explosives were 
needed to remove large tree«, he crawled outside the relative safety of 
his permimeter to collect demolition material from abandoned ruck­
sacks. Moving throu/!h It fusillade of fire he returned with the explo­
sives that were vital to the clearing of the landing zone. Disregarding 
the pain of his injury and refusing medical evacuation First Sergeant 
McNerney remained with his unit until the next day when the new 
commander arrived. First Sergeant McNerney'S outstanding heroism 
and leadership were inspirational to his comrades. His actions were in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Army and 
I'('flect great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of his country. 
*Mo'VETHY, EDGAR LEE, JR. 

Rank Imd organization: Specialist 5, United States Army, Com­
pany B, 1st Battnlion, 5th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile). 
PlaCe a.nd date: Binh Dinh Province, I{epublic of Vietnam, 21 June 
1967. Entered service at: Denver, Colo. Date and place of birth: No­
vember 22, 1944, Leadville, Colo. Oitatirm,' For conspicuous gallantry 
and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life abo"" and beyond the 
"H 11 of duty. Servin/! as a Medical Aidman with CompRllY B, 1st 
Battalion, 5th Cavalry, 1st, Can'lry Division (Airmobile), in Binh 
Dinh ProvinCl', Republic of Vietnam, on 21 June 1967, Specialist Me­
Wethy accompanied his platoon to the site of .. downed helicopter. 
Shortly nfterthe platoon established a defensive {,erimeter around the 
aircraft. a large enemy force attacked the positIOn from three sides 
with a heavy volume of automatic weapons fire and gre1lJldes. The 
platoon leader and his radio operator were wounded almost immedi­
ately, and Specialist McWethy rushed across the fire swept .. rea to 
their assistanee. Althou/!h he could not help the mortally wounded 
radio operator, Specialist :McWethy's timely first aid enabled the 
platoon leader to retain rommand durin/! this critical perioo. Hear. 
I!!" o. call for aid, Spedalist ~fc,Vethy started across the open tow~rd 
the injured men, but was wonnded in the head and knocked to the 
Itround. He regnmed his feet and continued on but was hit again, this 
timo in the leg. Struggling onward despite his wounds, he gained 
the side of his comrades and treated their injuries. Observing another 
fallen rifleman lying ill an expose.d position raked by enemy fire, 
Specialist McWethy moved toward him without hesitation. Although 
the enemy fire wounded him a third time. Speeialist McWethy reached 
his fallen companion. Though weakened and in extreme pain, Special­
ist McWethy !rave the wounded man artificial respiration but suffered 
a fourth and fatal wound. Through hie indomitalile courR~. compJete 
diore/l:ard for his own safety, and· demonstmt .. .d concern for his fellow 
soldiers, Specialist McWethy inspired the members of his platoon and 
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cmltributed in great measure to their successful defense of the position 
Ilnd the ultimate rout of the enemy force. !Specialist McWethy's pro­
found sense of duty, bravery, and his willingness to accept extraor­
din'ary risks in order to help the men of his unit arC characteristic of 
the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit 
upon himself and the United States Army. 
*MICHAEL, DON LESLIE 

Rank and O'l"ganization: Specialist 4, United States Army, Com­
pany C, 4th Battalion, 503rd Infantry, 173rd Airborne Brigade. Place 
and date: Republic of Vietnam, 8 April 1967. Entered se1"Vice at.­
Montgomery, Ala. Date and pZafJe of birth: July 31, 1947, Florence, 
Ala. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of 
his life above and beyond the call of duty. Special!"'!!; Don L. Michael, 
United States Army, distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry 
and intrepidity while 8el"Ying with Company C, 4th Battalion, 503rd 
Infantry, 173rd Airborne Brigade, in the Repllblic of Vietnam. On 
8 April 1967 Specialist Michael was part of a platoon which was mov­
ing throngh an area of suspected enemy activity. -While the rest of the 
platoon stopped to provide security, the squad to which Specialist 
Michael was assigned moved for-ward to investigat;, signs of recent 
enemy activity. After moving approximately 125 meters, the squad 
mlcountered a single Viet Cong soldier. When he waS fired upon by 
the squad's machine gunner, other Viet Cong opened fire with auto­
matic weapons from.a well concealed bunker to the squad's right front. 
The volume of enemy fire was so withering as to pin down the entire 
squad and halt all forward movement. Realizing the gravity of the 
situation, Specialist Michael exposed himself to throw two grenades, 
but failed to eliminate the enemy position. From his position on the left 
flank, Specialist Michael maneuvered forward with two more grenades 
until he was within 20 meters of the enemy bunkers, when he again 
exposed himself to throw two grenades, which failed to detonate. 
Undaunted, Specialist Michacl made his way back to the friendly posi­
tions to obtain more grenades. With two grenades in hand, he again 
started his perilous move towards the enemy bunker, which by this 
time was under intense artillery fire from friendly positions. As he 
neared the bunker, an enemy soldier attacked him from a concealed 
position. Sp.-eialist Michael killed him with his rifle and, in spite of 
the enemy fire and the exploding artillery rounds, was suc,,",ssful in 
destroying the enemy positions. Specialist Michael took up pursuit of 
the remnants of the retreating enemv. When his comrades reached 
Specialist Michael, he had been morta11y wounded. His inspiring dis­
play of determination and cournge saved the lives of many of his 
comrades and successfully eliminated a deatrnctive enemy force. Spe­
cialist Michael's actions were in keeping with the highest traditions 
of the military service and reflect the utmost credit upon himself and 
the United States Army. . 
*MILLER, FRANKLIN D. 

Rank and organisation: Staff Sergeant, United States Armv, 5th 
Special Forces Group, 1st Special Forces. Place and date: Kontum 
Province, Republic of Vietnam, 5 January 1970. Entered se1"Vice at: 
Albuquerque, N. Mex. Date mui place of birth,: .Tanuary 27, 1945, 
Elizabeth City, N.C. Oitatum: For conspicuous gallantry and intre­
pidity ir: action at the risk of his life aoove und beyond the call of 
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duty. Stuff Sergel1llt Franldin D. Miller, 5th Spooial Foroes Group, 1st 
Spooial l!'oroes, distinguished himself on 5 January 19'/'0 while serving 
as team leader of an Ameriel1ll-Vietnamese long-range reeonnaissance 
patrol operating deep within enemy controlled territory in Kontum 
Prodnce, Republic of Vietnam. Leaving the helicopter insertion point, 
the patrol moved forward on its mission. Snddenly one of the team 
melllbers tripped a hostile booby trap which wounded four soldiers. 
Sergeant Miller, knowing that the explosion wonld alert the enemy, 
9uickly administered first aid to the wOlmded and directed the team 
mto positions across 11 small stream bed nt the base of a steep hill. 
Within a few minutes, Sergeant Miller saw the lead element of what 
1:8 estimated to be a platoon size en~my force moving toward hillioca­
hon. Concerned for the safety of hIS men, he directed the small team 
to move up the hill to a more secnre position. He remained alone, sepa­
rated from the patrol, to meet tbe attack. Sergeant Miller single­
handedlv repulsed two determined attacks by the numericallv superior 
enemy {"roe and caused them to withdraw in disorder. He rejoined his 
team, established contact with a forward air controller and arra~d 
the evacuation of his patrol. However, the only suitable extractIOn 
location in the heayy jungle was It bomb crater some 150 meters from 
the team location. Sergeant Miller reconnoitered the ronte to the crater 
and led his men through the enemy controlled jungle 'to the extraction 
site. As the e,,"cuation helicopter 'hovered oYer the crater to pick up the 
patrol, the enemy launched It savage automatic weapon and rocket­
propelled grenade attack against tbe beleaguered team, driving off the 
rescue helicopter. Sergeant ~fil\er led the team in a valiant defense 
which drove back the enemy in its attempt to overrun the small patrol. 
Although seriously wounded and with every man in his patrol a 
casualty, Sergeant'Miller moved forward to again singlehandedly meet 
ti,e hostile a!tackers. From his forward el'posed position, Sergel1llt 
~Ii11er gallantly repelled two attacks by the enemy before 11 friendly 
relief force reached the patrol location. Sergeant Miller's conspicuous 
gallantry, intrepidity in action and selfless devotion to the welfare of 
his comrades at the risk of his life aboye and beyond the call of duty 
are, in keeping with the highest traditions of tbe military service and 
reflect great credit on him, his unit, and the United States Army. 
"}lILLER, GARY L. 

R<l'l1k (lnd org(mization: :First Lieutenant, United States Army, 
Company A. 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division. Pla~ 
and date: mnh Duong Province, Republic of Vietnam, 16 February 
1969. Entered 8e1'1JWe a.t: Roanoke, Va. Da,te and place of birth: 
:March 19, 19017, Covington, Va. Oitation: For conspicuous intrepidity 
and gallantry in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the carl 
of dnty. First Lieutenant Gary L. Miller, Infantry, Company A, 1st 
Battalion, 28th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division, was serving_as 11 pla­
toon leader on the uight of 16 February 1969, in Binh Duong Province, 
l~epnblic of Vietnam. when his company ambushed a hostile force 
infiltrating from Cam bodian sanctnanes. After contact with the enemy 
"as broken, Lieutenant Miller led 'a reconnaissance patrol from their 
prepared positions throngh the early evening darkness and dense 
tropical growtb to search the area for-enemy casualties. As the ~up 
advanced they were suddenly attacked. Lieutenant Miller 'W>1S S<lI1ously 
wounded, however, the group fought back with telling effect on the 
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hostile force. An enemy grenade was thrown into the midst of the 
friendly patrol group and all took cover except Lieutenant Miller, 
who in the dim light located the grenade and threw himself on it, 
absorbing the force of the explosion with his body. His action saved 
nearby members of his patrol from almost certain serious injury. The 
extraordinary coumge and selflessness displayed by this officer were 
an inspiration to his commde,s and are in the highest tmditions of the 
United States Army. 
MODRZEJEWSKI, ROBERT J. 

Rank and organisatWn: Major (then Captain), United States Ma-
• rine Corps, Company K, 31'd Battalion, 4th Marines, 3rd Marine Divi­

sion, FMF_ Place and date: Republic of Vietnam, 15 to 18 July 1966. 
Entered 8ervice at: Annapolis, Md. Date and place of birth: July 3, 
1934, Milwaukee, Wis. Oitatitm: For conspicuous gallantry and in­
trepldity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. On 
15 July, during Operation HASTINGS, Company K was landed in an 
enemy-infested jungle area to establish a blocking position at a major 
enemy trail network. Shortly after landing, the company encoun­
tered a reinforced enemy plaroon in a well-organized, defensive posi­
tion. Major (then Captain) Modrzejewski led his men in the success­
ful seizure of the enemy redoubt, which contained large quantities 
of ammunition and supplies. That evening, a numerically superior 
enemy force counterattacked in an effort to retake the vital supply 
area, thus setting the pattern of activity for the next two and one­
half days. In the first series of attacks, the enemy assaulted repeatedly 
in overwhelming numbers but each time was re,Pulsed by the gallant 
Marines. The second night, the enemy struck ill battalIon strength, 
and Major Modrzejewski was wounded in this intensive. action which 
was fought at close quarters. Although exposed to enemy fire, and 
despite hlS painful wounds, he cmwled 200 meters to provide critically 
needed ammunition to an exposed element of his command and was 
constantly present wherever the fighting was heaviest, despite numer­
ous casualties, a dwindling supply of ammunition and the knowledge 
that they were surrounded, he skillfully directed artillery fire to 
within a few meters of his position and courageously inspired the 
efforts of his Company in repelling the aggressive enemy attack. On 
18 July, Company K was attacked by a regimental size enemy force. 
Although his unit was vastly outnumbered and weakened by the 
previous fighting, Major Modrzejewski reorganized his men and 
calmly moved among them to encoumge and direct their efforts to 
heroic limits as they fought to overcome the vicious enemy onslaught. 
Again he called in air and artillery strikes at close mnge with devas­
tating effect on the enemy, which together with the bold and deter­
mined fighting of the men of Company K, repulsed the fanatical at­
tack of the larger North Vietnamese force. His unparalleled personal 
heroism and indomitable leadership inspired his men to a significant 
victory over the enemy force and reflected great credit upon himself, 
the Marine Corps, and the United States Naval Service. 
·MOLNAR, FRANKIE ZOLY 

Rank and organkation: Staff Sergeant, United States Army, Com­
pany B, 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry, 4th Infantry Division. Plu",e and 
date: Kontum Province, Republic of Vietnam, 20 May 1967. Ent<fTed 
8ervice at: Fresno, Calif. Date and place of birth: February 14, 1943, 
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Logan, W. Va. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
in action at the risk of his life aoov.und beyond the call of duty. Ser­
geant Molnar distinguished himilelf while serving as a squad leader 
with Company B, 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry, 4th Infantry Division, 
on 20 May 1967 during combat ~perations in Kontum ProvinCe, Re· 
public of Vietnam. Shortly after the battali'm's defensive perimeter 
was established, it was hit by intense mortar fire·QB the.pPelude to " 
massive enemy night attack. Sergeant )frllnar immediately..left bis 
sheltered location to insure the readiness of his squad to meet the 
attack. As he crawled through the pdSition, he discovered a gronp of 
~emy soldiers closing in on. his squadarca .. His accurate. ritIe. fire 
killed five of the enemy and forced: the remamder to flee. When the 
mortnr fire stopped. the enemy attacked in a human wave sUpp<lrted by 
grenades, rockets. automntic weapons, and small arms fire. After assist­
ing to repel the first enemy assault, Sergeant Molnar found tha1rhls 
squad's ammunition and grenade supply was nearly expended. Again 
leaving the relative safety of his position, he crawled through intense 
enemy fire to secure additional ammunition and distribute it to his 
squad. He rejoined his men to beat back the renewed enemy onslaught, 
and he moved noout his arealroviding medical aid and assisting in 
the evacuation of the wounde . Withthe.help of several inen,he WflS 
preparing to move 11 Severely wounded soldier ·whim all enemy hand­
grenade was thrown into the group. The first to see the grenwe, Ser. 
geant Molnar threw himself On it and a:bsorhed the deadly blast to 
save his comrades. His demonstrated selflessness .and inspirational 
leadership on the battlefield were a major factor in the successful de­
fense of the American position and are In keeping with the finest tradi­
tions of the United States Arm;v. Sergeant Molnar's. actions re!fe.ct 
great credit upon himself, his umt, and the United States Army. . . 
"MONROE, JAMES H. 

RanJc and O"!lanization:Private First Class, United· States Army, 
Headquarters and He.adquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry, 
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile). Place and date: Bong Son, Hoal 
Nhon Province, Republic of Vietnam) 16 February 1967. Entered 86"..,­

ice at: Fort Polk, IAl.. Date and ptaee of birth: October. 17,1944, 
Aurora, IlL OitatWn: For conspicuous gallantry Iilld intrepidity in 
action at the risk of his life and beyond the call of duty. His I'latoon 
waS deploved in a night ambush when the position was suddenly sub· 
jected to an intense and accurate grenade attack, and one foxhole was 
hit immediately, Responding without hesitation to the calls for help 
from the wounded men Private Monroe moved forward through heavy 
small arms fire to the foxhole but round that all of the men had ex­
pired. He turned immediately and cmwled hack through the dealily 
hail of fire toward other calls for aid. He moved to tM platoon ser· 
geant's position where he found the radio operator bleeding profusely 
from fragmentation and bullet wounds. Ignoring the continuing en­
emv attack, Private Monroe hegan treating the wounded ma.n when 
he Saw a live grenade fall direetly in front of the position. He shouted 
a warning to all those nearby, pushed the wounded radio operator and 
the platoon sergeant to one side, and l1l1lg"d forward to smother the 
grenade'S blast with his body, Through his valorous actions, per­
formed in a flash of inspired selflessness, Private Monroe saved the 
lives of two of his comrades and prevented the probable injury of sev-

, 
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era! others. His conspicuous ~allant"l' and intrepidity above lll!d be­
yond the call of duty were lU the hlghest tradItIOns of the Umted 
States Armv, and relleet great credit upon himself and the Armed 
.\<'Ore:lS af hiS couutry. 
',MORGAN, WILLIAM D. 

Ra:nk aruJ orlla:niZalion,' Corporal, United States Marine Corps, 
Company H, 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines, 3d Marine Division. Place 
aruJ date,' Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam, 2" February 
1969. Entered .eN,ice at: Pittsburgh, Pa. Date q",d plare of birth: 
September 17, 1947, Pittsburgh, Pa. Oiiatwn: For conspicuous gal­
lantry and intrepidity at the risk. of his life above and ooyond the 
call of duty while serving as a S'luad Leader with Company H, 2nd 
Battalion, 9th :\farines, 3rd xlarme Division in operations against 
the enemy in the Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam. On 25 
February 1969, while participating in Operation DEWEY CANYON 
southeast of Vandergrift Combat Base, one of the squads of Corporul 
MorgMl's ph"toon was temporarily pinned down and sustained several 
casualties while attacking a North Vietllal,llese ~hmy foree occupying 
a heavily fortified bunker complex. ObserYlng that two of the wounded 
Marines had fallen ill a position dltllgerously exposed to the enemy fire 
and that all uttempts to ev""uate them "-ere halted by It ]W·"YV vohlllle 
of antomatic weapons fire and rocket-propelled grenades, t",rporal 
Morgan nnhesitatingly manenvered through the dense jungle und"l'­
growth to a road that passed in front of a hosble emplacement which 
was the principal source of enemy fire. Fully aware of the po,,;ible 
consequeuces of his valiant action:bu! thinking only of the welfare of 
his injured companions, Corporal :\Iorgan shonted words of encDurage· 
ment to them as he initiated an aggmssh'e aesanlt agaimt the hM!ill' 
bunker. 'While charging across the open road, he was clearly visible 
to the hostile soldiers who turned their fire in his direction and mor­
tRlly wounded him, but his diversionary tactic euabled the remainder 
of his sqllad to retriere their casualties and owrrnu the North Viet­
nltmese Army position. Iris heroic and d~terrnined a.ctions saved the 
lives of two fellow Marines and were instrnmentnl in the suhssquent 
defe"t of the enemy. Corporal Morgan's indomitable courage, inspir­
ing initiative and selfless devotion tD dut? upheld the highest tradi­
tions of the Marine Corps and of the rnited States Naval Services. 
He gallantly gave his life for lJis country. 
MORRIS, CHARLES B. 

Ra.nk alld orllanizati(}n: Staff Sergeant (then Sergeant), rnited 
States Army, Company A, 2nd Battalion (Airbol1le), 5m1rd InfantrY, 
173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate). Place and date: Republic of 
Yietnalll, 29 Juno 1966. Entered service at: Roanoke. YlL Date and 
place of birth: December 29,1931, Carroll County, Va. G.O. 1'10.: 51. 
14 December 1967. Oitat,:on: For cDnspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
at the risk of his life above and heyond the call of duty. Seeinl! indica­
tions of the enemy's presence in the area. Sergeant Morris depioved his 
squad and continued forward alone to make It reconnai.<;.,ance. He 
unknowingly crawled within 20 meters of an enemy machineguu, 
whereu~on the gunner fired, wounding him in the chest. Sergeant 
Morris mstantIy returned the fire aud killed the gunner. Continuing 
to crawl within a few feet of the gllll, he hurled", grenade and killed 
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the remainder of the enemy crew. Although in pain and bleediI18 pro­
fusely, Sergeant liorri. continued his reconnaissance. Returnmg to 
the platoon area, he reported the results of his reconnaissance to the 
platoon leader. As he spoke the pl .. toon came under hoovy fire. Refus­
mg medical attention for himself, he deployed his men in better firing 
positions confronting the entrenched enemy to his front. Then for 
8 hours the pl&toon eng:aged the numerically superior enemy force. 
Withdrawal was impoSSlble without abandoning man);' wounded and 
dead. Finding the platoon medic dead, Sergeant Morm administered 
first aid to himself and was returning to treat the wounded memhers 
of his squad with the medic's first aid kit when he was again wounded. 
Knocked down and stunned, he regained consciousness and continued 
to treat the wounded, reposition his men, and inspire and eneourage 
their efforts. Wounded again when an enemy grenade shattered his 
left hand, nonetheless he personall,f took up the fight and armed 
and ,threw several grenades which killed a number of enemy soldiers. 
Seeing that an enemy machinegun had maneuvered behind liis platoon 
and was delivering the fire upon his men, Sergeant 1tIorris and another 
man {'XRwled toward the gun to knock it out. His comrade was killed 
and Sergeant Morris sustained another wound, but, firinl; his rifle 
with one hand, he silenced the enemy machinegun. Retunnng to the 
platoon, he courageously exposed himself to the devastating enemy fire 
to drag tho wounded to a protected area, and, with utter disregard 
for his personal safety and the pain he suffered, he continued to lead 
and direct the efforts of his men until relief arrived. Upon termination 
of the hattle, important documents were found among the enemy dead 
revealing a planned amhush of a Republic of Vietnam battalion. Use 
of this information prevented the ambush and saved mllny lives. Sar­
!!"!lnt Morris' conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of 
his life above and beyond the cl111 of duty 'Were instrument .. l in the 
successful defe&t of the enemy, saved m .. ny lives, and were in the 
highest traditions of the United States Army. 
"NASH, DAVID P. 

Rank and orqllJ1l:izat;un: Private First Class, United States Army, 
Company B, 2nd Battalion, 39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division. 
Place aria date: mnh Tuong Province, Republic of Vietnam; 29 
December 1968. Ent£Yl'(;d serviee at: Louisville, Ky. Date aM puu;e 
of birlh: November 3, 1947, Whitesville, Ky. Oitation: For conspiouous 
gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and 
bevond the call of duty. Private First Class David P. N1ISh distin­
gUished himself on 29 'December 1968 while serving as a grenadier 
with Company B, 2nd Battalion, 39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division, 
in Giao Duc District of Dinh Tuong Province, Repuhlic of Vietnam. 
Wnen an ambush rmtro1 of which he was a member suddenly earne 
under intense attack before reaching its d~stin1ltion, he was the first 
to return the enemv fire. Taking an exposed location, Private Nash 
suppressed the hostile fusillade with a rapid series of rounds from his 
!!"renade launcher. en .. blin!!" artillery flu to be adjusted on the enemy. 
After the foe had been ronted, his small element continued to the am· 
bush site where he esta:blished a position with three fellow soldiers on a 
narrow dike. Shortlv past midnight, while PriV'llte Nash and a eom­
rade kept watch and the two other men took their turn sleeping, an 
enemy grenade wounded two soldiers in the adjacent position. Seconds 
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later, Private Nash saw another grennds land only a few feet from 
his own position. Although he could have escaped harm by rolling 
down the other side of the dike, he shouted a warning to his comrades 
and leaped upon the lethal explosive. Absorbing the blast with his 
own body, he saved the lives of the three men in the area at the sum'i­
fice of his own. By his conspicuous gl1ll antry ut the cost of his own 
life in the highest traditions of the military service, Prh1!,te Nash 
has reflected groat credit on himself, his unit, and the United Stutes 
Army. 
"NEWLIN, MELVIN EARL 

Rank and &rllarlizatiorl:PriYate First Class, United States ~{arine 
Corps, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st M!lrine Division (Rein), FMF. 
PlfUJe and date: Quang Nam Province, RepUblic of Vietnam, 4 July 
1967. Entered ae1'Vice at: Cleveland, Ohio. Date and place of b,'rth: 
September 27, 1948, Wellsville, Ohio. Oitation: For conspicuous gal­
lantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty while serving as a machinegunner attached to the 1st Platoon, 
Company F, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Marine Diyision, in the 
Republic of Vietnam On 3 and 4 July 1967. Private N ewlm. with four 
other Marines, was manning a key position on the perimeter of the 
:Nong Son outpost when the enemy launched a sayall" and well eOOl·di­
nnted mortar and infantry assault, seriously woundmg him and killing 
his four comrades. Propping himself against his machinegun, he 
ponred a deadly accurate stream of fire into the charging ranks of the 
Viet Congo Though repeatedly hit by sman-arms fire, he twice re­
pelled enemy attempts to overrun his position. During the third at­
tempt, a grenade explosion wounded him again and ·knocked him to the 
ground unconscious. The Viet Cong guerrillas, believing him dead, 
bypassed him and continued their assault on the main foree. Mean­
while, Private Newlin regained consciousness, era wled back to his 
weapon, an? brought it to bear on ~he rear of the enemy c,,:using havoc 
and confUS10n among them. Spottmg the enemy attemptmg to bring 
a captured 106 recoilless weapon to bear on other Marine positions, he 
shifted his fire, inflicting heavy casualties on the enemy and preventing 
them from firing the captured weapon. He then shifted h1S fire back 
to the primary enemy force, causing the enemy to stop their assault on 
the Marine bUnkers and to onee again attack his machinegun posi­
tion. Valiantly fighting off two more enemy assnults, he firmlv held his 
ground until mory;ally w?unde,d, Priyats Newlin had singlehandedly 
broken up and disorgaruzed the entIre enemy assault foree, causing 
them to lose momentum and delaying them long enough for his fellow 
Marines to organize a defense and beat off their secondary "tta~k. His 
indomitable courage, fortitude, and unwavering devotion to duty in 
the face of almost certain death reflect ,(mat ere,\it upon himself nne! 
the :Marine Corps and upheld the highest traditions of the United 
States Nayal Serviee. 
'NOONAN, THOMAS P., JR. 

Rank and oTllanizati,()n: Lanee Corporal, United States Marine 
Corps, Com]Y3JlY G, 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines, 3rd Marine Division. 
Place anel date: Near Vandergrift Combat Base, A Shau Valley. Re­
public of Vietnam, 5 February 1969. Entered service at: Brooklyn, 
N.Y. Date and place of bink: November 18, 1948, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

85-872-73-9 
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Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his 
life above and beyond the can of duty while serving as It Fire Team 
Leader with Company G, 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines, 3rd Mllrine 
Division, in operations against the enemy ill Quang Tri Province in 
the Republic of Vietnam. On 5 February 1969, Company G was di­
rected to mol'S from a position which they had been holding southeast 
of the Vandergrift Combat Base in A Shall Valley to an alternate loca­
tion. As the Marines commenced It slow and difficult descent down 
the side of the hill made extremely slippery by the heavy rains, the 
leading element came under a heavy fire from a North Vietnamese 
Army unit occupying well concealed positions in the rocky telTain. 
Four men were wounded, and repeated attempts to recover them failed 
because of the intense hostile fire. Lance Corporal Noonan moved 
from his position of relative security and, maneuvering down the 
treacherous slope to a location near the injllred men, took cover behind 
some rocks. Shoutulg words of encouragement to the wounded men 
to restore their confidence, he dashed across the hazardous terrain 
and commenced dragging the most seriously wounded man away from 
the fire-swept area. Although wounded and knocked to the ground 
hy an enemy round Lance Corporal Noonan recovered rapidly and 
resumed dragging the man toward the marginal security of a rock. 
He was, however, mortall'y wounded before he could reach his destina­
tion_ IDs heroic actions mspired his fellow Marines to such aggres­
siveness that they initiated a spirited assault which forced the enemy 
soldiers to withdraw. Lanee Corporal Noonan's indomitable courage, 
inspiring initiative, and selfless de,votion t{) duty upheld the highest 
traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service. 
He gallantly gave his life for his country. 
NOVOSEL, MICHAEL J. 

Rank and organization: Chief Warrant Officer, United Stat"" Army, 
82nd Medical Detachment, 45th Medical Company, 68th Medical 
Group. Place and date: Kien Tuong Province, Republic of Vietnam. 
2 October 1969, Entered service at: Kenner, La. Date and place of 
birth: September 3, 1922, Etna, Pa. Citation: For conspicuous gal­
lantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond 
the call of duty. Chief \Vnrrant Officer Michael J. Novosel, 82nd 
)fedical Detachment, 45th Medical C<Jmpany, 68th Medical Group, 
distinguished hinlself on October 2, 1969 while serving as commander 
of a medical evacuation helicopter in Kien Tuong Province, Repuhlic 
of Vietnam. He unhesitatingly maneuvered his helicopter into a heav­
ily fortified and defended enemy tmining area where a group of 
wounded Vistnamese soldiers were pinned down by a large enemy 
force. Flying without gunship or other cover and exposed to int<mse 
machinegun fire, Warrant OffiCer N ovose! was able t{) locate and rescue 
a wounded soldier. Since all communications with the beleaguered 
troops had been lost, he repeatedly circled the battle art',a, flying at 
low level under continuous heavv fire, to attract the attention of the 
scattered friendly troops. This display of courage visibly raised their 
morale, as they recogn17.<'.d this as It signal to assemble for evacuation. 
On six occasions he and his crew were forced out of the battle area 
by the intense enemy fire, only to circle and return from another 
dIrection to land and extract additional troops. Near the end of the 
mission, a wounded soldior was spotted close to an enemy buoker. 
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Fully realizing that he would attract a hail of enomy fir~, Wal"r~nt 
Offioor X ovosel nevertheless attempted the extraction by hovermg 
the helicopter backward. As the man was pulled on aboard, enemy 
automatic weapons opened fire at close range, damaged the aircraft 
and wounded Warrant Officer Novosel. He momentarily lost control 
of the aircraft, but quickly recovered a;nd departed under the wither­
ing enemy fire. In all, 15 extremely hazardous extractions were per­
formed in order to remove wonnded personnel. As a direct result of 
his selfless conduct, the lives of 29 soldiers were saved. The con­
spicuous gallantry and extraordinary heroism displayed by Warrant 
Officer Novosel Were an inspiration to his comrades in anns and 
reflect great credit on him, Ins unit, and the United States Army. 
·OLIVE, MILTON L. 

Ramk and organization: Private First Class, Unih,d States Army, 
Company B, 2nd Battalion (Airborne), 50SI'd Infantry, 17Srd Air­
borne Brigade. Place and date: Phu Cuong, Republic of Vietnam, 22 
October 1965. Entered serviae at: Ohica,go, Ill. Date and l'iac.' of Mrth: 
Xovember 7,1946, Chicago, Ill. 0.0. Ao.: 18,26 April 1966. Citation: 
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his own life 
above and beyond the call of duty. Private Olive was a member of 
the 3rd Platoon of Company B, 2nd Battalion (Airborne), 503I'd 
Infantry, as it moved through the jungle to find the Viet dong op­
erating in the area. Although the platoon was subjected t<:> a heavy 
volume of enemy gunfire and pinned down temporarily, it retaliated 
by assaulting tho Viet Cong positions, causing the enemy to flee. As 
the platoon puts\,ed the insurgents, Private Olive and four otller 
soldIers were movmg through the jungle together when a grenade was 
thrown into their midst. Private Olive saw the grenade, and then 
saved the lives of his fcllow soldiers at the sacrifice of his own by 
grabbing the grenade in his hand and falling on it to absorb the blast 
with his body. Through his bravery, unhesltllting actions, and com­
plete disregard for his own safety, he prevented additionall"". of life 
or injury to the members of his platoon. Private Olive's conspicuous 
gallantry, extraordinary heroism, and intrepidity at the risk of his 
own life above and beyond the call of duty are in the llighcst t.raditions 
of the United States Army and reflect great credit upon himself and 
the Armed Forces of his country. 
·OLSON, KENNETH L. 

Ramk and a'f'ganizat'im.: Specialist 4, United States Army, Company 
A.) 5th Battalion, 12th Infantry, 199th Infantry Brigade (Se.parate) 
(Light). Place and date: Republic of Vietnam, 13 May 1968. Entered 
sfYl"oi<Je at: Minneapolis, Minn. Date and place of birth: }fay 26, 1945, 
Willmar, Minn. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. 
Specialist Kenneth L. Olson distinguished hlmself by conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity at the cost of his life on 13 May 1968 while 
serving as a team leader with Company A, 5th Battalion, 12th In­
fantry, 199th Infantry Brigade (Separate) (Light), in the Republic 
of Vietnam. On this date Specialist Olson was participating in a mis­
sion to reinforce a reconnaissance platoon which was heavily engaged 
with a well-entrenched Viet Cong force. When his platoon moved 
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into the area of contact and ha.d overrun the first line of enemy 
bunkers, Specialist Olson nnd a fellow soldier moved forward of the 
platoon to investigate nnother suspected line of bunkers. As the two 
men advnnced thev were pinned down by intense automatic weapons 
fire from an enemy position 10 meters to their front. With complete 
disregard for his own safety, Specialist Olson exposed himself a.nd 
hurled a handgrenade into the Viet Cong position. Failin~ to silence 
the hostile fire, he again exposed himself to the intel!Be fire m prepara­
tion to assault the enemy position. As he prepared to hurl the ~nade, 
he was wounded, ca.using him to drop the activated device WIthin his 
own position. Realizing that it would explode immediatelYI f'lpecialist 
Olson threw himself upon the grenade and pulled it in to nis body to 
take the full force of the explosIOn. Bv this unselfish action Specialist 
Olson sacrificed his own life to save the livl'S of his fellow comrades­
in-arms. His extmordinary heroism inspired his fellow soldiers to re­
new their efforts and totally defeat the enemy force. Specialist Olson's 
profound courage and intrepidity wer" in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the military service and reflect groat credit upon him­
self, his unit, and the United States Army. 
O'MALLEY, ROBERT E. 

Rank arut /')1"fJankation: Sergeant, United States Ma.rine Corps, 
Company I, 3rd Battalion, llrd lfarine Regiment, llrd Ma.rine Divi­
sion (Reinforced). Place aM date: Near An Cu'ong 2 South Vietnam, 
18 August 1965. E'ntered service at: Charlotte, N.C. Date a:nIi place of 
birth: June 3, 1943. New York, N.Y. Oitatiun: For conspicuous gal­
lantry and intrepidity in action against the communist (Viet Cong) 
forees at the risk of his own life above and beyond the call of duty. 
While leading his sguad in the assault against a strongly entrenched 
enemy force, his umt earne under intense small arms fire. With com­
plete disre~ard for his personal safety, Corporal O'Malley raced across 
an open rIce paddy t{) a trench line where the enemy forces were lo­
cated. Jumping into the trench, he attacked the Viet Cong with his rifle 
and grenades, and singly killed eight of the enemy. He then led his 
squad to the assistance of an adjacent Marine unit which woo suffering 
heavy casualties. C{)ntinuinl!' to press forward, he reloaded his weapon 
and fired with telling effect mto the enemy emplacement. He personally 
assisted in the evacuation of several wounded Marines, and again re­
groupin!j'. the remnants of his squad, he returned to the point of the 
heaVIest fighting. Ordered to o.n evacuation point by an officer, Corporal 
O'Malley /,'ll-thered his besie!!,~ and badly wounded squad, and boldly 
led them under fire to a hehcopter for withdrawal. Although three 
times ,vounded in this encounter, and facing imminent death from a 
fanatic and determined encmv, he steadfastly refused evacuation and 
continued to cover his squad's boarding of the helicopt<lrs while, from 
an exposed position, he delivered fire against the enemy until his 
wounded men were evacuated. Only then, with his last mission accom­
plished, did he permit himself t{) be removed from the battlefield. By 
his valor, leadership, and courageous efforts in behalf of his comrades, 
he served as an inspiration to all who observed him, a.nd reflected the 
highest credit upon the Marine Corps and the I:nited States Naval 
Service. 

I 
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·OUELLET, DAVID G. 
Ramlt anui organization: Seaman, United States Nary, River Squad­

ron 5, M'l Tho Detachment 532. Plooe anit date: l\fekong River, Re­
public 0 Vietnam, 6 March 1967. Entered se7'Viae at: Boston, Mass. 
Date anit place of Inrth: June 13, 1944, Newton, l\bss. Gitation: 
For conspicuous gall!l.l1try and intrepidity at the risk of his life above 
arid beyond the call of duty. As the forward machine gunner on River 
Patrol Boot (PBR) 124, which was on patrol on the Mekong River 
dnring the early evening hours of 6 March 1967, Seaman Ouellet 
observed suspicious actiVIty nOOr the river bank, alerted his Boat Cap­
tain, and recommended movement of the boat to the area to investigate. 
'Vhile the PBR was makin~ a hi~h-speed run along the river bank, 
Seaman Ouellet spotted an mcomlllg enemy grenade falling toward 
the boat. He immediately left the protected position of his gun mount 
and ran aft for the full length of the speeding boat, shouting to his 
fellow crewmembers to take cover. Observing the Boat Captain stand­
ing unprotected on the boat, Seaman Ouellet bounded on to the engine 
compartment rover, and pushed the Boat Captain down to safety. In the 
split second that followed the grenade's landing, and in the face of 
certain death, Seaman Ouellet fearlessly placed himself between the 
deadly missile and his shipmates, courageously absorbing most of the 
blast fragments with his own body in order to protect his shipnll\tes 
from injury and death. His extraordinary heroism and his selfless and 
courageous actions on behalf of his comrades at the expense of his OWll 

life were in the finest traditions of the United States N nval Service. 
PATTERSON, ROBERT MARTIN 

Rank anit organieation: Sergeant, United States Army, Troop B, 
2nd Squadron, 17th Cavalry. Place anit date: Neal' lA, Chu, Republic 
of Vistnam, 6 May 1968. Entered aervwe at: Raleigh, N.C. Date and 
place of birth: Apri116, 1948, Durham, N.C. Oitation: For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepiditv in action at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty. Sergeant Robert M. Patterson (then Specialist 
4) distinguished himself on 6 :\{ay 1968 while serving as a fire team 
leader of the 3rd Platoon, B Troop, 2nd Squadron, 17th Cavalry 
during an assault against a North Vietnamese Army Battalion whi"h 
was entrenched in " heavily fortified position near 'La Chu, Republic 
of Vietnam. When the lea(fing squad of the 3rd Platoon was pinned 
down by heavy interlocking automatic weapon and rocket propelled 
grenade fire from two enemy bunkers, Sergeant Patterson and the two 
other members of his assault team moved forward under a hail of 
enemy fi", to destroy the bunkers with grenade and machinegun fire. 
Observing that his comrades were being fired on from a third enemv 
bunker covered by enemy gunners in one-man spider holes, Sergeant 
Patterson, with complete disregard for his own safety Ilnd ignoring 
the warning of his comrades that he was moving into a hunker 
complex, assaulted and destroyed the position. Although exposed to 
intensive small arm and grenade fire from the bunkers and their 
mutually supporting emplacements, Sergeant Patterson continue.d his 
assault upon the bunkers which were impeding t.he advance of his unit. 
Sergeant Patterson singlelmndedly destroyed by rifle and gJ'enade fire 
five enemy bunkers, killed eight enemy soldiers and captured seven 
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weapons. His dauntless courage and heroism inspired his platoon to 
resume the attack and to penetrate the enemy defensive position. 
Sergeant Patterson by his conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in 
action at the risk of his own life has reflected great credit upon 
himself, his unit, and the United States Army . 
• 1' AUL, JOE C. 

Rank and organization: Lance Corporal, United States Marine 
Corps, Company H, 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines (Rein), 3rd Marine 
Division (Rein). Place and date: near Chn Lai, Republic of Vietnam, 
18 August 1965. Entered 8e'{'vice at: Dayton, Ohio. Date and place of 
birth: April 23, 1946, Williamsburg, I{y. Oitation: For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty. In violent battle, Corporal Paul's platoon sustained five 
casualties as it was temporarily pinned down, by devastating mortar, 
recoilless rifle, automatic weapons, and rifle fire delivered b,v msurgent 
communist (Viet Cong) forces in well entrenched pOSitions. The 
wounded ",farines were unable to move from their perilously exposed 
positions forward of the remainder of their platoon, and were sud­
denly subjected to a barrage of white phosphorous rifle grenades. 
Corporal Paul, fully aware that his tactics would almost certaiuly 
result in s .. rious injury or death to himself, chose to disregard his own 
safety and boldly dashed acrosS the fire-swept rice paddies, placed 
himself between his wounded comrades and the enemy, and delivered 
effective suppressive fire with his automatic weapon in order to divert 
the attack long enough to allow the casualties to be evacuated. Al­
though critically wounded during the course of the battle, he resolutelx 
remained in his exposed position and continued to fire his rifle until 
he collapsed and was evacuated. By his fortitude and gallant spirit of 
self-sacrifice in the face of almost certain death, he saved the lives of 
several of his fellow Marines. His heroic action served to inspire all 
who observed him and reflect the highest credit upon himself, the 
Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service. He gallantly gave 
his life in the cause of freedom. 
PENRY, RICHARD A. 

Rank and organiaation: Sergeant, United States Army, Company 
C, 4tll Battalion, 12th Infantry, 199th Infantry Brigade. Place and 
date: Binh Tuy Province, Republic of Vietnam, 31 January 1970. 
Entered seT1Jwe at: Oakland, Calif. Date and place of birth: Novem­
ber 18, 1948, Petaluma, Calif. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry 
and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty. Sergeant Richard A. Penry, Coml?any C, 4th Battalion, 
12th Infantry, 199th Infantry Brigade, distmguished himself on 
31 .Tanuary 1970 while serving asa rifleman during a night ambush 
mission in Binh Tuy 'Province, Republic of Vietnam. As the platoon 
was preparing the ambush position, it suddenly came under an in­
tense enemy attack from mortar, rocket, and automatic weapons fire 
which seriously wounded the company commander and most of the 
platoon members, leaving small isolated groups of wounded· men 
throughout the area. Sergeant Penry, seeing the extreme seriousness 
of the situation, worked his way through the deadly enemy fire to the 
company command post where he administered first aid to the 
wounded company commander and other personnel. He then moved 
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the command post to II, position which provided greater protection 
and visual communication and control of other platoon elements. Real­
izingthe company radio was damaged and recognizing the urgent 
necessity to reestablish communications with the battalion headquar­
ters, he- ran outside the defensive perimeter through a fusillade of 
hostile fire to retrieve a radio. Findmg it inoperable, Sergeant Penry 
returned through heavy fire to retrieve two more radios. Turning his 
attention to the defense of the a.rea, he crawled to the edge of the 
perimeter, retrieved needed ammunition and weapons and resupplied 
the wounded men. During a determined l1&'l!l.ult by over thirty enemv 
soldiers, Sergeant Penry occupied the most vulnerable forward POSI­
tion plRdng heavy, accurate fire on the attllcking enemy and expos­
ing himself several times to throw handgrenades int(l the advancing 
enemy troops. He succeeded virtually singlehandedly in stopping ,the 
attack. I.earning that none of the radios were operable, Sergeant 
Penry agein crawled outaide the defensive perimeter, retrieved a 
fourth radio and established communic.atiolll! with higher head'l.uar­
ters_ Sergeant Penry then r.ontinued to administer first aid to the 
wounded and repositioned them to better repel further enemy attacks. 
Despite continuous and deadly sniper fire, he again left the defelll!ive 
perimeter, moved to within a few feet of enemy positions, loc .. ted 
five isolated wounded soldiers,and le.d them to safety. When evacua­
tion' helicopters approached,Sergeant Penry voluntarily left the 
perimeter, set up a guiding beacon, esta:blished the priorities for evac­
uation and succe"sively carried eighteen wounded men to the extrac­
tion site. After all wounde.d personnel had been evacuated, Serg<>ant 
Penry joined another platoon and assisted in the pursuit of the enemy. 
Serg>ian~ Penry's conspicuous gallantry and extraordinary heroism at 
the risk of his own life are in keeping wi,th the highest traditiolll! of 
the military service and reflect grest credit on him, his unit, and the 
United States Army. 
*PERKINS, WILLIAM THOM..-\S, JR. 

Rank aM organizatiml.: Corporal, United Stutes Marine Corps, 
Company C;< 1st Battalion, 1st Marines, 1st Marine Division. Place 
aM date: Iotuang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam, 12 October 
1967. Entered aorvice at: San Francisco, Calif. Date wnd pZaee of birth: 
Augrn<t 10, 1947, Rochester, N.Y. OitatifYn: For conspicuous gallantry 
and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty 
whUe serving- itS a combat photographer attttehed to Company C 1st 
Battalion, 1st Marines, 1st Jl,farine Division, in die Republic of Viet. 
nam on 12 October 1967. During Operation MEDDfA, II major recon­
naissance in force southwest of Quang Tri, Company C made heavy 
combat C(lntact with a numerically superior North Vietnamese Army 
force estimated at from two to three companies. The focal point of 
the intense fighting was a helicopter landing zOne which was also 
serving as the Command Post of Company C. Tn the course of a strong 
host,ile attack, an enemy grenade landed in the immediate area occu­
pied by Corporal Perkins and three other Marines. Realizing the in­
herent danger, he shouted the warning, "Incoming Grenade" to his 
fellow Marines, and in a valiant act of heroism, hu'rled himself upon 
the grenade abs<>rbing the impact of the explosion with his own bodv, 
thereby saving the lives of his comrades at the cost of his own. Through 
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his exceptional courage and inspiring valor in the face of certain 
death, Corporal Perkins reflected great credit upon himself and the 
Marine Corps and upheld the highest traditions of the United States 
Naval Serviee. He gallantly gave his life for his country. 
'PETERS, LAWRENCE DAVID 

Rank Il!IUl organization: Sergeant, United States Marine CorP'l, 
Company M, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Marine Division. Plaee 
and date: Quang Tin Province, Repubhc of Vietnam, 4 Septemlwr 
1967. Entered service at: Binghamton, N.Y. Dale and plaee 01 birth: 
September 16, 1946, .Johnson City, N.Y. Oitation: For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity at the risk: of his life above and beyond 
the call of duty while serving as a squad leader with Company M, 3rd 
Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Marine Division, in the Republic of Viet­
nam on September 1967. During Operation S1\<'IFT, in the province 
of Quang Tin, the Marines of the 2nd platoon of Company M were 
struck by intense mortar, machinegun,and small·arms fire from an 
entrenched enemy force. As the company rallied its forces, Sergeant 
Peters maneuvered his squad in an assault on a.n enemy defended knoll. 
Disregarding his own safety, as enemy rounds hit all about him, he 
stood ill the open, pointing out enem:y positions until he was painfully 
wounded in the leg. Disregarding hlS wound, he moved forward and 
continued to lead his men. As the enemy fire increased in accuracy 
and volume, his ~uad lost its momentum and was temporarily pinned 
down. Exposinp; hImself to devastatinp; enemy fire, he consolidated his 
position to render more effective fire. While directing the base of fire, 
he was wounded a second time in the face and neck from an eXl'lodinp; 
mort.ar round. As the enemy attempted to infiltrate the position of 
an adjacent platoon, Sergeant Peters stood erect in the full view of 
the enemy firing hurst after burst forcing them to disclose their camou­
flaged positions. Sergeant Peters steadfastly continued to direct his 
squad m spite of two additional wOlUlds, persisted in his efforts to 
encourage and supervise his men until he lost consciousness and IlUc­
cumbed. Inspired by his selfless actions, the squad regained fire superi­
ority and once again c.arried the assault to the enemy. By his outstand­
ing valor, indomitable fighting spirit and tenacious determination in 
the face of overwhelming odds, Sergeant Peters upheld the highest 
traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service. 
He gallantly gave his life for his country. 
·PHIPPS . .TIMMY W. 

Rank Il!IUl organiz,ation: Private 1st Class, United Ststes Marine 
Corrs. Company B, 1st Engineer Battalion, 1st ~£arine. Division 
(Rem), FMF. Place al1a date: Near An Hoa, Repubhc of VIetnam, 27 
May 1969. Entered st31"llice at: .January 3, 1968, Los An,.,o-eles, Calif. Date 
and place 01 birth: November 1, 1950, Santa Monica, Calif. Oitation: 
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepiditv at the risk of his life above 
and beyond the caU of dl;tV while serving as a Combat Engineer with 
C<>mpany B, 1st Engineer Battalion, 1st Marine Division in connection 
with combat operations against the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam. 
On 27 May 1969, Private First Class Phipps was a member or .. two­
man combat engineer demolition team assigned to locate and destroy 
enemy artillery ordnance and concealed firing devices. After he had 
expended all of his explosives and blasting caps, Private First Class 
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Phipps discovered a 175mm high explosive artillery round in a rice 
paddy. Snspecting that the enemy had attached the .artil!ery round 
to a secondary explosive devioo, he warned other ~1armes m the area 
to move to covered positions and prepared to destroy the round with a 
handgrenade. As he was attaching the handgrenade to a stake beside 
the artillery round, the fuse of the enemy's secondary explosive dey ice 
ignited. Realizing that his assistant and the platoon commander were 
both within a few meters of him and that the imminent explosion could 
kill aU three men, Private First Class Phipps grasped the handgrenadc 
to his chest and dived forward to cover the enemy's explosive and the 
artillery round with his body, thereby shielding his companions from 
the detonation while absorbmg the full and tremendous impact with 
his own body. Private First Class Phipps' indomitable courage, in­
spiring initiative, and selfless devotion to duty saved the lives of two 
Marines and npheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the 
United StatesN aval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his country. 
·PIERCE, LARRY S. 

Ra.rik and organizatwn: Sergeant, United States Army, Headquar­
ters and Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion (Airhorne), 503rd 
Infantry, 1i3rd Airborne Brigade. Place and date: Near Ben Cat, 
Republic of Vietnam, 20 September 1965. Entered 8e'1'Vi,ce at: Fresno, 
Calif. Date and place of birt": July 6, 1041, Wewoka, Okla. G.O. No.: 
7, 24 February 1966. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and in­
trepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty. Sergeant 
Pieroo WIlS serving as squad leader in a reconnaissance platoon when 
his patrol was ambushed by hostile foroos. Through his inspiring 
leadership and personal courage, the sqU&d succeeded in eliminating 
an enemy machinegun and routmg the opposing force. While pursuing 
the fleeing enemy, the squad came upon a dirt road and, as the main 
body of his men entered the road, Sergeant Pierce discovered an anti­
personnel mine emplaced in the road bed. Realizing that the mine 
could destroy the majority of his sqU&d, Sergeant Pierce saved tIle 
lives of his men at the sacrifice of his own by throwing himself directly 
onto the mine as it ex\?loded. Through his indomitable courage, com­
plete disregard for hiS own saietYl and profound concern for his 
fellow soldiers, he averf:,(>,cl loss of lile and injury to the members of 
his squad. Sergeant Pierce's conspicuous gallantry, extraordinary 
heroism, and intrepidity at the cost of his own life, above and beyond 
the call of duty, are in the highest traditions of the United States 
Army and reflect great credit npon himself and the Armed Forces 
of his country. 
PITTMA .. ~, R. A. 

Rank and IYrganizatwn: Sergeant, United Stutes Marine Corps, 
Company I, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Marine Division (Rein) 
FMF. PlMe and date: near the Demilitarized Zone, Republic of Viet­
nam, 24 July 1966. Entered service at: Stockston, Calif. Date ami place 
of birt": May 26, 1945, French Camp, San Joaquin, Calif. Oitation: 
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life 
above and beyoll(l the call of duty. On 24 ,Tuly 1066, while Company I 
was conducting an operation along the axis of a narrow jungle trail, 
the leading company elements suffered numerous casualties when they 
suddenly came under heavy fire from a well concealed and numerically 
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superior enemy foroo. Hearing the engaged Marines' calls for more 
firepower, Sergeant (then Lance Corporal) Pittman quickly ex­
cha~ his rille for a machinegun and several belts of ammunition, 
left the relative safety of his platoon, and unhesitatingly rushed for­
ward to aid his comrades. Taken under intense enemy small-arms fire 
at point blank range during his advance, he returned the fire, silencing 
the enemy position. As Sergeant Pittman continued to forge forward 
to aid members of the leading platoon, he again came under heavy 
fire from two automatic weapons which he promptly destroyed. Learn­
ing that there were additional wounded Marines fifty yards further 
along the trail, he braved a withering hail of enemy m?rtar and 
small-arms fire to continue onward. As he reAched the positlOn where 
the leading Marines had fallen, he was suddenly confronted with a 
bold frontal attack by 30 to 4() enemy. Totallv disregarding his own 
safety, he calmlv established a position in the middle of the trail 
and raked the advancing enemy with devnstating machinegun fire. 
His weapon rendered ineffective, he picked up an enemy submachine 
gun and, together with a pistol seized from a fallen comrade, continued 
his lethal fire until the enemy force had withdrawn. Having exhausted 
his ammunition except for a grenade which he hurled at the enemy, 
he then rejoined his own platoon. Sergeant Pittman's daring initiative, 
bold fightllll( spirit and selfless devotion to duty inflicted many enemy 
casualties, disrupted the enemy attack and saved the lives of many 
of his wounded comrades. His personal valor at grave risk to himself 
rccets the highest credit upon himself, the Marine Corps, and the 
United States Naval Servioo. 
·PITTS, RILEY L. 

Rank and organization: Captain, United States Army. Company C, 
2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division. PZaae and date: 
Ap Dong, Republic of Vietnam, 31 October 1967. Entered BervWe Q,t: 
Wichita, Kans. Daw and pl{U)e o{ birth: October 15,1937, Fallis, Okla. 
Citation: Distinguishing himse f by exceptional heroism while serv­
ing as Company Commander during an airmobile assault. Immediate­
ly after his company landed in the area, several Viet Cong opened fire 
with automatic weapons. Despite the enemy fire, Captain Pitta force­
fully led an assault which overran the enemy positions. Shortly there­
after, Captain PitJts was ordered to move his unit to the north to 
reinforce another company he!wily engaged against a strong enemy 
force. As Captain Pitts' company moved forward to engage the enemy, 
intense fire was received from three directions, including fire from 
fOllr enemy bunkers, two of which were within 15 meters of Captain 
Pitts' pOSition. The severity of the incoming fire prevented Captain 
Pitts from maneuvering his company. Hia rille fire proving ineffective 
against the enemy due to the dense jungle foliage, he picked up an 
M-'19 grenade launcher and began pinpomting the targets. Seizing a 
Chinese Communist grenade which had been taken from It captured 
Viet Cong's web "ear, Captain Pitts lobbed the grenade at a bunker 
to his front, but it hit the dense jungle foliage and rebounded. Without 
hesitation, Captain Pitts threw himself on top of the grenade which, 
fortunaully, failed to explode. Captain Pitts then directed the re­
positioning of the company to permit friendly artillery to be fired. 
Upon completion of the artillery fire mission, Captain Pitts again 
led his men toward the enemy position>;, personally killing at lenst 
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one more Viet Congo The jungle growth still prevented effective fire 
to be placed on the enemy bunkers. Captain Pitts, displaying compl.ete 
disregard for his life and personal safety, quickly moved to a positIon 
which permitted him to place effective fire on the enemy. He mam­
tained a continuoUB fire, vinpointing the enemy's fortified position:;, 
while at the same time directing and urging his men forward, until 
he was mortally wounded. Captain PittS' cOUBpicuous gallantry, 
extraordinary heroism, and intrepidity at the cost of his own life, 
above and beyond the call of duty, are m th~ highest ~radition~ of t~e 
United States Army and reflect great credit upon himself, his urut, 
and the Armed Forces of his country. 

PLESS, STEPHEN W. 
Brunk aM organization: Major, United States Marine Corps, VMD-

6, Mag--.36, 1st' Marine Aircraft ·Wing. Place aM date : Near Quang 
Ngai, Republic of Vietnam, 19 August 1967. Entered service at: At­
lanta, Ga. Date aM place of birth: September 6, 1939, Newman, Ga. 
Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his 
life above and beyond the call of duty while serving as a helicopter 
gunship pilot attached to Marine Observation Squadron Six in action 
against enemy forces near Quang Ngai, Republic of Vietnam, on 19 
August 1967. During an escort mission Major (then Captain) Pless 
monitored an emergency call that four American soldiers stranded on 
a nearby beach were being overwhelmed by a large Viet Cong force. 
Major Pless flew to the scene and found 30 to 50 enemy soldiers in the 
open. Some of the enemy were bayonetting and beating the downed 
Americans. Major Pless displayed exceptional airmanshi.!! as he 
launched a devastating attack against the enemy force, killing or 
wounding many of the enemy and driving the remainder back into a 
treeline. His rocket and machinegun attacks were made at such low 
levels that the aircraft flew through debris created by explosions from 
its rockets. Seeing one of the wounded soldiers gesture for assistance, 
he maneuvered his helicopter into a position between the wounded men 
and the enemy, providing a shield which permitted his crew to re­
trieve the wounded. During the rescue the enemy directed intense fire 
at the helicopter and rushed the aircraft again and again, closing to 
within a few feet before being beaten back. When the wounded men 
were aboard, Major Pless maneuvered the helicopter out to sea. Before 
it became safely airborne, the overloaded aircraft settled four times 
into the water. Displaying superb airmanship, he finally got the heli­
copter aloft. Major Pless' extraordinary heroism coupled with his 
outstanding flying skill prevented the annihilation of the tiny force. 
His courageous actions reflect great credit upon himself and uphold 
the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States 
Naval Service. 

·PORT, WILLIAM D. 
Rank aM organization: Sergeant, United States Army, Company 

C, 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 1st Air Cavalry Division. Place and 
date: Heip Duc Province, Republic of Vietnam, 12 January 1968. 
Entered service at: Harrisburg, Pa. Date ad place of birth: October 13, 
1941, Petersburg, Pa. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intre­
pidity at the risk of his own life above and beyond the call of duty. 
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Sergeant William D. Port (then Private First Class) distinguished 
himself on 12 January 1968 while serving as a rifleman with Company 
C, 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 1st Air Cavalry Division which was 
conducting combat· operations against an enemy forca in the Que Son 
Valley, Heip Due Province, Repuhlic of Vietnam. As Sergeant Port's 
platoon was moving to cut off a reported movement of enemy soldiers, 
the platoon caIne under heavy fire from an entrenched enemy forc,,­
The platoon was forced to withdraw due to the intensity and ferocity 
of the fire. Although wounded in the hand as the withdrawal began, 
Sergeant Port, with complete disregard for his own safety, mn through 
the heavy fire to assist a wounded comrade hack to the safety of the 
~lateon Perimeter. As the enemv forces assaulted in the perimeter, 
Sergeant Port and three comrad.;' were in position hehind an emhank· 
ment when an enemy grenade landed in their midst. Sergeant Port, 
realizing the danger to his fellow soldiers, shonted the warning, 
"o-renade," and unhesitatingly hurled himself towards the grenade to 
shield his comrades from the explosion. Through his mcemplary cour­
age and devotion he saved the lives of his fellow soldiers and gave the 
members of his plat{)on the inspiration needed to hold their position. 
Sergeant Port's conspicuous gallantry, selfless concern for his com­
mdes, and intrepidity at the risk of his own Ufe ahove and beyond the 
ca.ll of duty are in keeping with the highest tradition of the militllry 
service and refleet great credit on himself, his unit, and the United 
Stat"" Army. 
'POXON, ROBERT LESLIE 

Rank and oryanizat'ion: First Lieutenant, United States Army, 
Troop B, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division. Place and 
date: Tay Ninh Provinca, Republic of Vietnnm,'2 ,Tune 1969. Ent_d 
service at: Detroit, Mich. Date and place of birth: January 3, 1041, 
Detroit, Mich. Citaf,wn: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
in action .. t the risk of his life ahove and beyond the call of duty. First 
Lieutenant Rabert L. Poxon, Armor, Troop B, 1st Squadron, 9th 
Cavalry, 1st Oavalry Division, distinguished himself on 2 June 1969 
while serving as a platoon leader on a reconnaissance mission in Thy 
Ninh Province, Repuhlic of Vietnam. Landing hy helicopter in an 
area suspect,ed of being occupied by the enemy, the platoon came under 
intense fire from enemy soldiers in concealed positions and fortifica­
tions armlnd the landing 7,one, A soldier fell, hit hv the first bnrst of 
fire. Lieutenant Poxon i:!ashed to his "id, drawing the maiority of 
the enemy fire as he croll1led 20 meters of open ground. The fallen 
soldier was beyond help and Lieutenant Poxon was seriously and 
painfnlly wounded. Lientenant Poxon, with indomitable coura~, 
refnsed medical f!.id and evacnation and turned hie attention to sed.zinJl: 
the initiative from the enemv. Wit.h sure inetini't he marked 11 rentraJ 
enemy bunker ItS the key to SlIC<'''SS. Quicklv instructing his men to 
concentrate their fire on 'the hunker, and in Spite of his 'Wound, Lien­
tenant Poxon crawled toward the bunker, readied a hand grenade 
and charged. He was hit again but continued his assault. Aft.e ... sue­
c"ndine: in silcneirog the enemy guns in the bunker he was struck once 
again by enemv fire and fell. mortally wounded. Lieutenant Poxon's 
comrades followed their lea<1er, pr0.sed the nttaek and drove the 
enemy from their positiom. First Lieutenant Poxon's I(allantry, in-
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domitable will and courage are in keeping with the highest tradi­
tions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his 
unit, and the United States Army. 
·PROM, WILLIAM R. 

Rank and /Yf'ganizatWn: Lanoe Corporal, United States Marine 
Co1'!'8! Company I, :lrd Battalion, :lrd Marines, 3rd Marine Division 
(Rem), FMF. Plaoe a:nil date: Near An Hoa, Republic of Vietnam, 
9 February 1969. Entered service at: Pittsburgh, Pa. Date and place 
of birth: November 17, 1948, Pittsburgh, Pa. Oitation: For conspicu­
ous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond 
the call of duty while serving as a Machine Gun Squad Leader with 
Company I, :lrd Battalion, :lrd Marines, 3rd Marine Division in 
action against the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam. While returning 
from a reconnaissance operation on 9 February 1969 during Operation 
TAYLOR COMMON, two platoons of Company I came under an in­
teIJl!(l automatic weapons fire and grenj).de attack from a well concealed 
Novth Vietnamese Army force in fortified positions. The leading ele­
ment of the platoon was isolated and several Marines were wounded. 
Lance Corporal Prom immediately assumed control of one of his 
machlneguns and began to deli vel' return fire. Disregurding his own 
safety he advanced to a position from which he could more effectively 
deliver covering fire while first aid was administered to the wounded 
men. Reo.lizing that the enemy would have to be destroyed before the 
injured Marines could be evacuated, Lance Corporal Prom again 
moved forward and delivered 8. cheavy volume of fire with such 8,('A)uracy 
that he was instl'Ulllental in routing the enemy, thus permitting his 
men to regroup and resume their march. Shortly thereafter, the pla­
toon again came under heavy fire in which one man was critically 
wounded. Reacting instantly; Lane,", Corporal Prom moved forward 
to protect his injured comrade. Unllble to continue his owu fire be­
cause of his severe wounds, he continued to ad vance to within a few 
yards to the enemy positions. There, standing in full view of the 
enemy, he accurately directed the fire of his support elements until 
he Wl!S mortally wounded. Inspired by his heroic actions, the marines 
launched an assault that destroved the enemv. Lance Corporal Prom's 
indomitable courage, inspiring <initiative and selfless devotion to duty 
upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United 
States N "val Service. He gallantly gave his life for his country. 
·PRUDEN, ROBERT J. 

Rook and organization: Stafl' Sergeant, United States Army, 75th 
Infantry, Americal Division. Place and date: Quaug N gai Province, 
Repubhe of Vietnam, 29 N ovem bel' 1969. Entered 8e7"Jice at: Minne­
apolis, Minn. Date and place of Mrth: Sept.ember jJ, 19<19, SL Paul, 
Minn. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity iu action 
at the risk of his life above and heyond the call of duty. Staff Sergeant 
Robert .J. Pruden, Company G. 75th Infantry, America1 Diyision, 
distinguished himb'{;1£ on 20 X ovember 1969 while scrying as a recon­
naissance team leader during an ambush mission in Quang N gai Prov­
ince, R.epublic of Vietnam. 'I'he ';;x·man teum was inserted by heli­
copter into enemy controlled territory to establish all ambush position 
and to <,>btain information concerning enemy movements. As the team 
moved mto the preplanned area, Sergemlt Pruden deployed his men 
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into two groups 011 opposit.e sides of a well used trail. As the groups 
were establishIn,g theIr defensive positions, one member of the team 
was trapped in tne open by the heavy fire from an enemy squad. Realiz­
ing that the ambush position had been compromised, Sergeant Pruden 
directed his team to open fire on the enemy force. Immediately, the 
team came under heavy fire from It sooond enemy element. Sergeant 
Pruden, with full knowledge of the extreme danger involved, left 
his concealed position and, firing as he mn, advanced toward the 
enemy to draw the hostile fire. He was seriously wounded twice but 
mntinued his attack until he fell for a third time, in front of the enemy 
positions. Sergeant Pruden's actions resulted in several enemy casmII­
tics and withdrawal of the remaining enemy force. Although griev­
ouslv wounded, he directed his men into defensive positions and caUed 
for evacuation helicopters. which safely withdrew the members of the 
team. Sergeant Pruden's out.etanding coma!"', selfless concern for the 
welfare of his men, and intrepidity in actlOn at the cost of his life 
were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military servi"" and 
reflect great credit upon hinISelf, his unit, and the United States Army. 
*RABEL, LASZLO 

Rank tl1?d orqa:nizati<rn: Staff Sergeant, United Stat",g Army, 74th 
Infantry Det<1Clunent, (Long Range Patrol), 173rd Airborne Brigade.. 
Place aiui date: llinh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnllm, 13 N o,em­
bel' 1968. Entered sM'1JiGe at: Minneapolis, Minn. Date aM place of 
birth: September gl, 1939, lludal.'cst, Hungary. Oitation: }<'or con­
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity In action at the risk of his life above 
and beyond the call of duty, St"f(Sergeant Laszlo Rabel distinguished 
himself by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while serving as 
leader of Team Delta, 74th Infantry Detachment (Long RanI!" 
Patrol), 173rd Airborne Brigade in Binh Dinh Province Repubhc 
of Vietnam on 13 November 1968. At 1000 hours on this date, Team 
Delta was in a defensive perimeter conducting recOlInaissance of enemy 
trail networks when a member of the team detected enemy movement 
to the front. As Sergeant Rabel and a comrade prepared to clear the 
area, he heard an incoming grenade as it landed in the midst of the 
team's perimeter. With complete disregard for his own life, Sergeant 
Rabel threw himself on the grenade and, covering it with his bod:y, 
received the complete impact of the immediate explosion. Through 
his indomitable collra~ complete diflregl1rd for his own safety and 
profound concern for his fellow soldIers, Sergeant Rabel averted the 
loss of life and injury to the other members of Tc,am Dolta. By his 
conspicuous gallantrv at the cost of his own life in the highest tradi­
tions of the military' service, St"ff Sergeant Rabel has reflected great 
credit upon hinu",lf, his unit, and the United States Army. 
"RAY, DAVID ROBERT 

Rank and organization: Hospital Corpsman Second Class, United 
States Navy, 2nd Buttalion, 11th Marines, 1st Marine Division 
(Rein), F~tF. Place aM date: Quang Nam Province, Republic of 
Vietnam, 19 March 1969. E'ntered service at: Nashville, Tenn. Date 
aM place of birth: Febrnary 14,1945, McMinnville, Tenn. Oitation: 
For conspicuous ga.1lantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above 
and beyond the call of duty while serving as a Cory:;man with Battery 
D, 2nd Battalion, 11th Marines, 1st Mririne DiVIsion, at Phu Loc 6, 
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near An Hoa, Quang Nam Province, in the Republic of Vietnam, on 
19 March 1969. During the early morning ~ours, an estimaf:ed bat· 
talion·sized enemy force launched a determmed assault agamst the 
Battery's position, and succeeded in effecting a penetration of the 
barbed· wire perimeter. The initial burst of enemy fire caused numerous 
casualties among the l'tlnrines who had immediately manned their 
howitzers during the rocket and mortar attack. Undaunted by the 
intense hostile fire, Petty Officer Ray moved from parapet to parapet, 
rending emergency medical treatment to the wounded. Although 
seriously wounded himself while administering first aid to a Marine 
casualty, he refused medical aid and continued his lire8<'lving etlorts. 
While he was bandaging and attempting to comfort another wounded 
}farine, Petty Officer Hay was forced to battle two enemy soldiers 
who attacked his position, personally killing one and wounding the 
other. Rapidly losing his strength as a result of his own severe W<lUnds, 
he nonetheless managed to move through the hail of enemy fire to other 
casualties. Once "gam, he was faced with the intense fire of oncoming 
enemy troops and, desl.'ite the grave personal danger and insurmount· 
able {ldds, succeeded In treatmg the wounded and holding off the 
enemy until he ran out of ammunition, at which time he sustained 
fatal wounds. Petty Officer Ray's final act of heroism was to protect the 
patient he was treating. He threw himself upon the wounded Murine, 
thus saving the man's life when an enemy grenade exploded nearby. 
Bv his determined and persevering actions, courageous spirit, and self­
leSs devoti{ln to the welfare of his Marine Comrades, Petty Officer 
Ray served to inspire the men of Battery D to heroic efforts in defeat· 
ing the enemy. HIS conduct throughout was in keeping with the finest 
traditions of the United States Naval Service. 
RAY, RONALD ERIC 

Rank and orga'll:ization: Captain, United States Army, Company A, 
2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry: 25th Infantry Division. Place aM date: 
Ia Drang Valley, Republic of Vietnam, 19 June 1966. Entered 8e1'1)i06 
at: Atlanta, Ga. Vate and place of birth: December 7, 1941, Cordello, 
Ga. Oitatkm: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at 
the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Captain Honald 
E. Ray (then first Lientefiant), Infantry, distinguished himself on 
19 June 1966 while serving as a platoon leader with Company A, 2nd 
Battalion, 35th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division in the Ia Drang 
Valley, Republic of Vietnam. 1\'hen one of his ambush patrols was 
attacked by an estimated reinforced Viet Cong company, Captain 
Ray organized a reaction force and quickly moved throu15h 2 kilometers 
of mountainous jungle terrain to the contact area. After breaking 
through the hostile lines to reach the beleaguered patrol, Captain 
Ray began directing the reinforcement of the site. When an enemy 
position pinned down three of bis men with a heavy volume of auto­
matic weapons fire, he silenced the emplacement with a grenade and 
killed four Viet Cong with his rifle fire. As medics wcre moving a cas­
ualty toward a sheltered position, they began receiving intense hostile 
fire. While directing suppressive fire on the enemy position, Captain 
Ray moved close eno,:!gh to silence the enemy with a grenade. A few 
moments later Captam Ray saw an enemv grenade land, unnotieed, 
near two of his men. 'Without hesitation or regard for his own safetv 
he dove between the grenade and the men, thits shielding them from 
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the explosion while receiving wounds in his eXI!0sed feet and legs. He 
immediately sustained additional wounds in h,S legs from an enemy 
machinegnn~ but nevertheless he silenced the emplacement with an­
other grenade. Although suffering great pain from his wounds, Cap­
tain Ray continued to airect his men, providing the outstanding cour­
age and leadsrship they vitally needed, and prevented their annihila­
tion by successfully leading them from their surrounded position. 
Onlv after assuring that his platoon was no longer in immediate danger 
did he allow himself to be evacuated for medical treatment. By his 
conspicuous gallantry at the risk of his own life in the highest tra­
ditions of the military service, Captain Ray has retiected great credit 
on himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 
'REASONER, FRANK S. 

Rank and organization: First Lieutenant, United States Marine 
C',oI'pS, Company A, 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion, 3rd Marine Divi· 
sion. Place and date: near Da Nang, Vietnam, 12 July 1965. Entered 
Se'f'1HCe at: Kellogg, Idaho. Date and place of birth: September 16, 1937, 
Spokane, Wash. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
at the risk of his lifeaJbove and beyond the call of duty. The reoon­
naissance patrol led by ueutenant Reasoner had deeply penetrated 
heavilv controlled enemy territorv when iteame underextremelv heavY 
fire frOm an estimated 50 to 100 Viet Cong insurgents. AccomPanying 
the advance party and the point that consisted of five men, he im­
mediately deployed his men for an assault after the Viet Dong had 
opened fire from numerous concealed positions. BOldly shouting en­
couragement, and virtually isolated from the main body, he organized 
a base of fire for an assault on the enemy positions. The slashing fury 
of the Viet Cong machinep:un and automatic weapons fire made it 
impossible for the main body to move forward. Re~tedly exposing 
himself to the devastating attaek he skillfully provlded covering fire, 
killing at least two Viet Cong and effectively silencing an automatic 
weapons position in a val iant attempt to effect evacuation of a wounded 
man. As casualties began to mount his radio operator was wounded 
and Lieutenant Reasoner immediately moved to his side and tended 
his wounds. When the radio operator was hit a second time while at­
tempting to reach a covered position, Lieutenant Reasoner courage­
ously running to his aid through the graziIl!:\" maeihinegan fire fell 
mortally wounded. His indomitable fighting SPlrit, valiant leadership 
and unflinching devotion to duty provided the inspiration that was 
to enable the patrol to complete ita mission without further casualties. 
In the face of almost certain death he gallantly gave his life in the 
service of his country. His actions upheld the highest traditions of the 
:'.farine C..orps and the United States Naval Service. 
"ROARK, Al><lJND C. 

Rank and orgaridzation: Sergeant, United States Army, Company 
C, 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry, 4th Infantry Division. Place and date: 
Kontum Province, Republic of Vietnam, 16 May 1968. Emned 8e'f'1'­

ice at: Los Angeles, Calif. Date and place of birth: February 17, 
1948, Vallejo, Calif. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intI:epid­
itl' in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of dutv. 
Sergeant Anund C. Roark distinguished himself by extraordinary 
gallantry and intrepidity while serving with Company C, 1st Battai-
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ion, 12th Infantry, 4th Infantry Division in Kontum Province, Re­
public of Vietnam. On 16 MAy 1968, Sergeant Roark was the point 
squad leader of a smill force whieh had the mission of rescuing eleven 
men in a hilltop observation post under heavy attack by a oompnny­
size force, a.pprox~y 1,000 meters from the battalion perimeter. 
As lead elements of the relief force reached the besieged observation 
post, intense automatic weapons fire from enemy occupied bunkers 
halted their movement. Without hesitation} Sergeant Roark maneu­
vered his squad, ref>0atedly exposing hi.mself to withering enemy fire 
to 'hurl grenades ana direct the fire of his squad to gain fire superIority 
and cover the withdrawal of the outpost and evacuation of its <;&su"l­
ties. Frustrated in their effort to overrun the position, the enemy swept 
the hilltop with small anns and volleys of grenudes. Seeing a grenade 
"md in the midst of his men, Sergeant Roark, with complete disregard 
for his own safety, hurled himself upou the I!"renade, absorbing its 
blast with his body. Sergeant Roark's magnificent leadership and 
dauntless conrage saved th" lives of many of his comrudes and were 
the inspiration for the successful relief of the outpost. His actions 
which culminated in the supreme sacri/ieAl of his life were in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the military service, and reflect great 
credit on himself and the United States Army. .. 

ROBERTS, GORDON R. 
Rank awl O'l'ganiaation: Sergeant, United States Army, Company 

B, 1st Battalion, 506th Infantry, 101st Airborne Division. Place awl 
date: Thua Thien Province, ReJ?ublic of Vietnam, 11 July 1969. En­
tered serviae at: Cincinnati, OhIO. Date and place of birth: June 14, 
1950, Middletown, Ohio. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty. Sergeant (then Specialist 4) Gordon R. Roberts distin­
guished himself on July 11, 1969 while serving as a rifleman in Com­
pany B, 1st Battalion, 506th Infantry, lOlst Airborne Division, dur­
ing combat operations in Thua Thien Province, Republic of Vietnam. 
Sergeant Roberts' platoon was maneuvering along a ridge to attack 
heavily fortified enemy bunker positions which had pinned down an 
adjoining friendly company. As the platoon approached the enemy 
positions, it was suddenly pinned down by heavy automatic weapons 
and grenade fire from camouflaged enemy fortifications atop the oYer­
looking hill. Seeing his platoon immobilbed and in danger of failing 
in its mission, Sergeant Roberts crawled rapidly toward the closest 
enemy bunker. With complete disregard for his own safety, he leaped 
to his feet and charged the bunker, firing as he ran. Despite the intense 
enemy fire directed at him, Sergeant Roberts silenced the two-man 
bunker. Without hesitation, Sergeant Roberts continued his one-man 
assault on a second bunker. As he neared the second bunker, a burst of 
enemy fire knocked his rifle from his hands. SerQ'eRnt Roberts picked 
up a rifle dropped by a comrade and continued his assault, silencing 
the bunker. He contmued his charge against a third bunker and de· 
stroyed it with well-thrown handgrenades. Although Sergeant Rob­
erts was now cut off from his platoon, he continued his assault against 
a fourth enemy emplacement. He fonght through a heavy hail of fire 
to join elements of the adjoining company which had been pinned 
down by the eneIllY fire. Although contmnally exposed to hostile fire, 
he assisted in moving wounded personnel from exposed positions on 
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the hilltop to an evacuation area before returning to his unit. By his 
gallant and selfless actions, Sergeant Roberts eontribuood directly to 
saving the lives of his comrades and served 118 an inspiration to his 
fellow soldiers in the dereat of the enemy foree. Sergeant Roberts' ex­
traordinsry heroism and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life 
were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and 
rellect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United 8taOOs Anny. 
'ROBINSON, JA~rnS W. 

Rank aend crgamu,l1twn: Sergeant, United Stat"" Army, Company 
D, 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division. Place and 
date: Republic of Vietnam, 11 April 1966. l!:ntered service at: Chicago 
IlL Date and place of birth: August 30, 1940, Hinsdale, Ill. Citation: 
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in ection at the risk of his 
life above and beyond the call of duty. On Al;lriI 11, 1966, Coml!any 
C, 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry was engaged III fierce combat WIth a 
Viet Cong hattalion. Despite the heavy fire, Sergeant Robinson moved 
among the men of his fire team, instructing and inspiring them, and 
placing t}wm in advantageous positions. Enemy snipers located in 
nearby trees were inf\ictin~. heavy casualties on forward elements of 
Sergeant Robinson's unit. upon locating the enem), sniper whose fire 
was taking the heaviest toll, he took a grenade launcher and eliminated 
the srupe,.. Seeing a medic hit while administering aid to a wounded 
sergeant in front of his position and a ware that now the two wounded 
men were at the mercy of the enemy, he charged through a withering 
hail of fire and dragged his comrades to safetYl where he rendered 
first aid and saved their lives. As the battle contmued and casualties 
mounted, Sergeant Robinson moved about under intense fire to col. 
lect from the wounded their weapons and ammunition and redis­
tribute them to able·bodied soldiers. Adding his own fire to that of !riB 
men, he assisted in eliminating a major enemy threat. Seeing another 
wounded comrade in front of his position, Sergeant Robinson again 
defied the enemy's fire to effect a rescue. In SO doing he was himself 
wounded in the shoulder and leg. Despite his pa,inful wounds, he 
dragged the soldier to sheloor and saved his life by administering 
first aid. Wltile patchin~ his own wounds, he spotted an enemv ma~ 
chinegun which had inflIcted a number of casualties on the American 
force. His rille ammunition expended, he seized two grensdes and, in 
an act of unsurpassed heroism, Charged toward the entrenched enemy 
weapon. Hit again in the leg, this time with a tracer round which set 
fire to his clothing, Sergeant Robinson ripped the burning clothing 
from his body and staggered indomitably through the enemy fire, now 
concentrated solely on him, to within grenade range of the enemy 
machinegun po.9itlOn. Sustaining two additional chest wounds, he 
marshalled his fleeting physical strengifl and hurled the two grenades, 
thus destroying the enemy gun pOBltion, as he fell dead upon the 
bettlefield. His magnificent displav of leooership and bravery saved 
S(weral lives and inspired his soldiers to defeat the numerically su­
perior enemy force. Sergeant Robinson's conspicuous gallantry and 
mtrepidity, at the cost of his life, are in keeping with the fineSt tra­
ditions of the Uruood States Army and reflect great eredit upon the 
1st Infantry Division and the United StaOOs Armed Forces. 
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ROGERS, CHARLES CALVIN 
Rank and organization: Lieutenant Colonel, United States Army, 

1st Battalion, 5th Artillery, 1st Infantry Division. Place and date: Re· 
public of Vietnam, 1 November 1968. Entm-ed service at: Institute, 
W. Va. Date and place of birth: September 6, 1929, Claremont, West 
Virginia. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in ac­
tion at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Lieutenant 
Colonel Charles C. Rogers, Field Artillery, distinguished himself by 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action on 1 November 1968, 
while serving as Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion, 5th Artillery, 1st 
Infantry Division during the defense of a forward fire support base 
in the Republic of Vietnam. In the early morning hours, the fire sup· 
port base was subjected to a concentrated bombardment of heavy mor· 
tar, rocket and rocket propelled grenade fire. Simultaneously the posi· 
tion was struck by a human wave ~ound assault, led by sappers who 
breached the defensive barriers wIth bangalore torpedoes and pene· 
trated the defensive perimeter. Colonel Rogers with complete disre· 
gard for his own safety moved through the hail of fragments from 
bursting enemy rounds to the embattled area. He aggressively rallied 
the dazed artillery crewmen to man their howitzers and he directed 
their fire on the assaulting enemy. Although knocked to the ground 
and wounded by an exploding round, Colonel Rogers sprang to his feet 
and led a small counterattack force against an enemy element that had 
penetrated the howitzer positions. Although painfully wounded a sec· 
ond time during the assault, Colonel Rogers pressed the attack killing 
several of the enemy and driving the remainder from the positions. 
Refusing medical treatment, Colonel Rogers reestablished and rein­
forced the defensive positions. As a second human wave attack was 
launched against another sector of the perimeter, Colonel Rogers di· 
rected artillery fire on the assaulting enemy and led a second counter­
attack against the charging forces. His valorous example rallied the be· 
l • .aguered defenders to repulse and defeat the enemy onslaught. Colonel 
Rog-ers moved from position to position through the heavy enemy fire, 
givmg encouragement and direction to his men. At dawn the deter­
mined enemy launched a third assault against the fire base in an at­
tempt to overrun the position. Colonel Rogers moved to the threatened 

o area and directed lethal fire on the enemy forces. Seeing a howitzer in­
operative due to casualties, Colonel Rogers joined the surviving memo 
bers of the crew to return the howitzer to action. While directing the 
position defense, Colonel Rogers was seriously wounded by fragments 
from a heavy mortar round which exploded on the parapet of the gun 
position. Although too severely wounded to physically lead the defend· 
ers, Colonel Rogers continued to give encouragement and direction to 
his men in the defeating and repelling of the enemy attack. Colonel 
Rogers' dauntless courage and heroism inspired the defenders of the 
fire support base to the heights of valor to defeat a determined and 
numerically superior enemy force. His relentless spirit of aggressive­
ness, conspicuous gallantry, and intrepidity in action at the risk of his 
own life above and beyond the call of duty are in the highest traditions 
of the mili~ary service and reflects great credit upon hImself, his unit, 
and the U mted States Army. 
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'RUBIO, EURIPIDES 
Rank amllYf'ganization: Captain, United States Armv. Headquur­

ters and Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry, 1st 
Infantry Division, RVN. Place aml date: Tay Ninh Province. Re­
public of Vietnam. 8 November 1966. Entered 8ervice at: Fort 
Buchanan, Puerto Rico. Date aml pl=e of birth: March 1, 1938. Ponce, 
Puerto Rico. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepiditv in 
action at the risk of his life above and beyond tlie call of dutv. On 8 
November 1966, Captain Rubio. Infantry, 'wos serving as Communica­
tions Offieer, 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division in Tay 
Ninh Province, Republic of Vietnam, when a numerically superior 
enemy fo}"ce lal1nched a massive attack against the battalion defense 
position. Intense enemy machinegnn fire roked the area while mortar 
rounds and rifle wenades exploded within the perimeter. Leaving the 
reIat! ve safety of his post, Captain Rubio received two serious wounds 
as he braved the withering fire to go to t.he area of most intense action 
where he distributed ammunition, re-established positions and rendered 
aid to the wounded. Disregarding t,he painful wounds, he unhesitat­
in!:'lv assumed command when a rifle eompanv commander waS medi­
cally evacuated. Captain Rubio was wounded a third time as be self­
lessly exposed hUllimlf to the deYastating enemy fire to move among his 
men to encourage them to fight with renewed efl'OIt. While aidin~ the 
evactlation of wounded personnel, he noted that a smoke 1!l't\nade 
which was intended to mark the Viet Cong position for air strikes had 
fallen dangerously close to the friendlv lines. Captain Rnbio ran to 
reposition the grenade but waS immediately struck to his knees by 
enemy fire. Despite his several wounds. Captain Rubio scooped up th'e 
grenade, ran through the deadly hail of fire to within 20 meters of the 
enemy position and hurled the alreadv smoking srrenade into the midst 
of the enemy before he fen for tbe final time. Using the repositioned 
srrenade as a marker, friendly air strikes were dit"eCted to destrov the 
hostile positions. Captain Rubio'S singularly beroic act turned the tide 
of battle,. and his extraordinary leadership and valor were a magnifi­
cent inspiration t" his men. His remarknhle brayery and selfless eon­
cern for his men are in keeping: with the hi((hest t1'llditions of the 
military service and reflect great credit on Captain Rubio and the 
United States Army. 
'SANTIAGO-COLON, HECTOR 

Rank fWd organizati<:m: Specialist 4. United States Army, Com­
pany B, lith Battalion. 7th Camlry, 1st C,walrv Division (Airmobile). 
Puwe aml date: Quant Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam. 28 .T une 
11168. Entered service at: New York. N.Y. Date and place of birth: 
D""ember 20. 1942, Salinas, Pnerto Rico. Oitl11;ion: For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and 
beyond 'the can of duty. Speciallst Hect.or Santiago-Colon distill­
"'nish~d himself bv conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the cost 
~f his life on 28 ,Jlme 1968 while servinu; as a gunner in the mortar 
platoon of Company B, 5th Rattalion. 7th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Divi­
sion (Airmobile) in Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam. On 
this date, while serving us a perimeter sentrv, Specialist Santiago­
Colon heard distinct moyement in the 'heavily wooded area to his 
front and flanks. Immediately he alerted his fellow sentries in the 
area to move to their foxboles and remain alert for any enemy probing 
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forces. From the wooded area around his position heavy enemy autD­
matic weapons and small arms fire suddenl:y broke out, but extreme 
darkness rendered difficult the precise locatIOn and identification of 
the hostile furce. Only the muzzle flashes from enemy weapons indi­
cated their position. Specialist Santiago-Colon and the other members 
of his position immediately began to repel the attackers, utilizing hand­
grenades, antipersonnel mines and small arms fire. Due to the heavy 
volume of enemy fire and exploding grenades around them, a N Olth 
Vietnamese soldier waS able to crawl, undetected, to their position. 
Suddenly, the enemy soldier lobbed a handgrenade into Specialist 
Santiago-Colon's foxhole. Realizing that there was no time to throw 
the grenade out of his position, Specialist Santia~o-Colon retrieved 
the grenade, tucked it in to his stomach and, turmng away from his 
comrades, absorbed the full impact of the blast. His heroic self-sacrifice 
saved the lives of those who occupied the foxhole with him, and pro­
vided them with the inspiration to continue fighting until they had 
forced the enemy to retreat from the pemeter. By his conspICuous 
gallantry at the cost of his own life in the highest traditions of the 
military service, Specialist Hector Santiago-Colou has reflected great 
credit upon himself, his unit, and the Umted States Army. 
*SARGENT, RUPERT L. 

Rank and ""ganization: First Lieutenant, t:"nited States Army, 
Company B, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division. 
Place and date: Hau Nghia Province, Republic of Vietnam, 15 March 
1967. Entered 8er-vice at: Richmond, Va. Date and place of birth: 
January 6, 1938, Hampton, Va. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry 
and intreplditl, in action at the risk of his life above aud bej'ond the 
call of duty. While leading a platoon of Company B, 4th Battalion, 9th 
Infantry, 25th Infantry DiVIsion, on 15 March 1967, Lieutenant Sar­
gent was investigating a reported Viet Cong meetinghouse and weap­
ous cache located in Hau Nghia Province, Republic of Vietnam. A 
tunnel entrance which Lieutenant Sargent observed was booby trapped. 
He tried tD destroy the hoobytrap and blow the CDver from the tunnel 
using handgrenades, but this attempt was not SUCCf'llSfnl. He and his 
demolition man moved in to deAltroy the booby trap and cover which 
flushed 0. Viet Cong soldier from the tunnel, who witS immediately 
killed by the nelirby platoon sergeant. Lieutenant Sargent, the platoon 
sergeant, and a forward observer moved toward the tunnel entrance. 
As they approached another Viet Cong emerged and threw two hand­
I(renades that landed in the midst of the group. Lieutenant Sargent 
fired three shote at the enemy then turned and unhesitatingly threw 
himself over the two grenades. He W!lS mortally wounded, and his two 
companions were Iigntly wOl1nded when the grenades exploded. By 
his coul'>I.geOus and selfless I1ct of exceptional heroism, he saved the 
lives of the platoon sergeant and forward observer and prevented 
the injury or death of several other nearby comrades. Lieutenant Sar­
Iront's actions were in keeping with the highest traditions 01 the mili­
tary services and reflect great credit upon himself and the United 
States Army. 
SASSER, CLARENCE EUGEXE 

RartJe and orqanization: Specialist 5, t:"nited iStates Army, He.a~­
ouarters Companv, 3rd Battalion. Mth Infantry, 9th Infantry Dln­
sion. Place and date: Ding Thong Province, Republic of Vietnam, 10 
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January 1968. Entered 8el'VWe at: Houston, Tex. Date aM place of 
birth: September 12, 1947, Chenango, Tex. OitatiO'lt: For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty. Specialist Clarence E. Sasser (then Private 
First Class) distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity on 10 January 1968 while assigned to Headquarters and 
Head'luarters Company, 3rd Battalion 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry 
DiviSIon in the Republic of Vietnam. On this date, he was serving us 
a medical aidman with Company A, Brd Battalion, on a reoonnais­
sanee in force operation in Ding Tuong Province. His company was 
making an air IlSMult when suddenly it was taken under heavy small 
arms, recoilless rille, machinegun and rocket fim from well fortified 
enemy position on three sides of the landinll" zone. During the first 
few minutes, over thirty casualties were sustamed_ Without hesitation, 
Specialist Sasser ran across an ol.'en rice paddy through a hail of fire 
to assist the wounded. After helpmg one man to safety, was painfully 
wounded in the left shoulder by fragments of an exploding rocket. Re­
fusing medical attention, he raIl through a barra~ of rocket and auto­
matic weapons fire to aid casualties of the initIal attack and, after 
givillg them urgently needed treatment, continued to search for other 
wounded. Despite two udditiOllal wounds immobilizing his legs) he 
dragged himself through the mud toward another soldier one hunared 
meters away. Although in agonizing pain and faint from loss of blood, 
Specialist Sasser reached the man, treated him, and proceeded on to 
encourage another group of soldiers to crawl two hundred meters t{J 
relative safety. There he attended their wounds for five hours until 
they were evacullted. Specialist Sasser's COllSpicuous gallantry, extra­
ordinary l.eroism and mtrepidity at the risk of his own life, above 
and beyond the call of duty, are in keeping with the hij!"hest traditions 
of the military service alld rellect great credit upon hImself, his unit, 
and the United States Army. 
'SEAY, WILLIAM W. 

Rank and organization: Sergeant, United States Army, 62nd Trans­
portation Company (:\fedium Truck), 7th Transportation Battalion, 
48th Transportation Group. Place aM date: Near Ap Nhi, Republic 
of Vietnam, 25 Augost 1968. Entered se'f'l){()e at: :\Iolltgomery, Ala. 
Date a·nd place of birth: Oct.ober 24, 1948, Brewton, Ala. OitatUm.: 
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his 
life above and beyond tlie call of duty. Sergeant William W. Seuy 
distingoished himself on 25 August 1968 while serving as a driver 
with the 62nd Transportation Company (Medium Truck), 7th Trans­
portation Battalion, 48th Trallsportation Group on a resupply mis­
sion near Ap Nhi; Republic of Vietnam. The convoy witll which he 
was travelling, carrying critically needed ammunition and supplies 
from Long Binh to Tay Ninh, was amhushed by a reinforced battalion 
of the North Vietnamese Army. As the main elements of the convoy 
entered the ambush killing zone, they were struck by intense rocket, 
machinegnn alld automatic weapoll fires from the well concealed and 
entrenched enemy force. 'When his convoy was forced to stop, Sergeant 
Seay immediately dismountod and took" defensive position behind 
the wheels of It vehicle loaded with high-explosive ammunition. As the 
violent North Vietnamese assault npproaehed t{J within ten meters of 
the road, Sergeant Seay opened fire, killing two of the enemy. He then 

, 
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spotted a sniper in a tree approximately seventy-five meters to his 
front and killed him. When an enemy grenade was thrown under an 
ammunition trailer near his position, without regard for his own 
safety he left his proteetive cover, exposing himself to intense enemy 
firel {'icked up the grenade, and threw it back to the North Vietnamese 
pOSItIon, killmg; four more of the enemy and saving the lives of the 
men around h,m. Another enemy IV!'nade landed approximatelv 
three meters from Sergeant Seay's poSItion. Again Sergeant Seay left 
his covered position and threw the armed grenade back upon the as­
saulting enemy. After returning to his position he was painfully 
wounded in the right wrist; however, Sergeant Seay continued tn !(ive 
encouragement and direction too his fellow soldiers. After moving to the 
relative cover of a shallow diteh, he detected three enemy soldiers 
who had penetrated the position and were preparing tn fire on his 
comrades. Although weak from loss of blood and with his right hand 
immobilized, Sergeant Seay stood up and fired his rifle with his left 
hand, killing all three and saving the lives of the other men in his 
loeation. As a result of his heroic action, Sergeant Seay was mortally 
wounded by asnip';'r's bullet. Sergeant Seay, by his conspicuous gal­
lantry and intrepIdity in action at the coot of his own life, has re­
fleeted great cred,t upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 
'SHEA, DAJI,'TEL JOHN 

Rank aM org(Jlf1i"ation: Private First Class. United States Army, 
Head'tuarters CompanYl 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry, 196th Infantry 
Brigade, Americal DiVIsion. Place and date: Quang Tri Province, 
Republic of Vietnam, 14 May 1969. Erdel'ed service at: New Haven, 
Conn. Date lVIIli. place of oirtk: January 29, 1947, Norwalk, Conn. 
Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty_ Private First Class 
Daniel J. Shea, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 3rd Bat­
talion, 21st Infantry, 196th Infantry Brigade. Americal Dr vision, dis­
tinguished himself on 14 May 1969 while serving as a medical aidman 
with ComJ'!'.fiy C, 3rd Battalion, during a combat patrol mission in 
Quang Tn Province, Republic of Vietnam. As the lead platoon of the 
company was crossing a ric" paddy, a large enemv force in ambush 
positions opened fire with morters, grenades and a'ltomatic weapons. 
TInder heavy crossfire from three sides, the platoon withdrew to a 
small island in the paddy to establish a defensive perimeter. Private 
Shea, seeing that a number of his comrades had fallen in the initial 
hail of fire, dashed from the defensive position to assist the wounded. 
With complete disregard for his own safety and braving the intense 
hostile fire sweeping the open rice paddy, Private Shea made four 
trips to tend wounded soiillers and to carry them to the safuty of the 
platoon position. Seeing a fifth wounded comrade directly in front of 
one of the enemy strongpoints. Private Shea ran to his assistance. As 
he reached the ";'ounded man, Private Shea was grievously wounded. 
Disregarding his own welfare, Private Shea tended his wounded com­
rade and began to move him back to the safet:y of the defensive perime­
ter. As he neared the platoon position, Pnvate Shea was mortally 
wounded by a burst of enemy fire. By his heroic aetions Private Sl.ea 
saved the lives of several of his fellow soldiers. Private Sheca's gal­
lantry and intrepidity in action at the cost of his life were in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the military service and re.flect great 
credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 
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'SHIELDS, :MARVI~ G. 
Rank and organization: Construction "{eehanie 3rd Class, United 

States Navy, Seabee Team 1104. Pl"",e and date: I?,ong Xoui, Republic 
of Vietnam, 10 June 1965. Entered ser"ice at: :Seattle, Wash. Date 
and place of birth: D"",ember 30, 1939, Port Townsend, Wash. Oita­
tion: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty. Although wounded when the com­
pound of Detachment A--342, 5th Spooial Forces Group (Airborne), 1st 
Speeial Forces, came under intense fire from an estimated reinforced 
VIet ConI' regiment employing machineguns, heary weapons find small 
arms, Slnelds continued to resupply his fellow Americans who needed 
ammunition and to return the enemy '!Ire for a period of approxi­
mately three hours, at which time the Vict Cong launched a massive 
attack at close range with flamethrowers, handgrenade.s and small­
arms fire. 'Wounded a second time during this attack, Shields never­
theless assisted in ClIrrying a more critically wounded man to safety, 
and then resumed fidng at the enemy for fonr more hours. When 
the Connnander asked for" volunteer to accompany him in an at­
tempt to knock out an enemy machinegun emplacement which was 
endangerlllg the lives of all personnel III the compound beClIuse of 
the accuracv of its fire, Shields unhesitatingly volunteered for this 
extremely l,'axardous mission. Prooeedin~ toward their objective with 
a 3.5-inch rocket launcher, thev succee<ted in destroying the enemy 
ma.chinegun emplacement, thus 'undoubtedly saving the lives of many 
of their fellow servicemen in the compound. ShIelds was mortally 
wonuded bv hostile fire while returning to his defensive position. 
His heroic lnitiative and ",reat personal valor in the fac" of intense 
enemv fire sustain "nd enhance the finest traditions of the United 
StateS Naval Service. 
'SIMS, CLIFFORD CHESTER 

Hank and. arga1Cie'Ltion.· Staff Sergeant, United States Army, Com­
panv D, 2nd Battalion (Airborne), 501st Infantrv, 101st Airborne 
Division. Place and date: Near Hue, Rel?,ublic of Vietnam 21 Feb­
ruary 1968. Entered SeM);Ce at: J acksonVllle, Fla. Date a;;;J plmJe of 
birth: June 18, 19,12, Port Saint Joe, Fla. Oitation.· For conspicuous 
gallantry find intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and 
bevond the can of dutv. Staff Sergeant Clifford C. Sims distin­
gUished himself on 21 Febrnag1968, while serving as a squad lefider 
with Company D, 2nd Battahon (Airborne), 501st Infantry, 101st 
Airborne Diyision, near Hue, in the Republic of Vietnam. Company 
D was assaulting a heavily fortified enemy position concealed within a. 
dense wooded »rea when"it encountered strong enemy defensive fire. 
Once within the woodline, Sergeant Sims led his squad in a furious 
attack against an enemy force which had pinned down the 1st Platoon 
and threatened to overrun it. His skillful leadel'Ship provided the 
plat,oon with freedom of movement and eJ1ll.bled it to regain th" initia­
tive. Serll:eant Sims was then ordered to move his squad to a position 
where ho could provide oovering firo for the company command grm1p 
and to link up with the 3rd Platoon, which was under heavy enemy 
pressure. After moving 110 more than thirty meters Sergeant Sims 
noticed that a brick stJ'ucture in which ammunition was stocked was 
011 fire. Realizing the d~ger, :"~rgeant Sim~ l""k immediate action 
to movc hIS squad from tIns p081t1On. Though m the process of leaving 
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the area two members of his squad were injured by the subsequent ex­
plosion of the ammunition, Sergeant Sims' prompt actions undoubte.dly 
prevented more serious casualties from oeeurrmg. While contimrino­
through the dense woods amidst heavy enemy fire, Sergeant Sims ana 
his squad were approaching a bunker when they heard the UDlllistak­
lI.bIe noise of a concealed booby trap being triggenld immediately to 
their front. Sergeant Sims warned his comrades of the danger and 
unhesitatingly hurled himself upon the device as it exploded, taking the 
fnll impact of the blnst. In so protecting his fellow soldiers, he will­
inglv sacrifieed his own life. Staff Sergeant Sims' conspicuous gal­
Ianti-v \ extraordinary heroism and intrepidity at the cost of his own 
life -aoove and beyond the call of duty, ani in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the military service and nlfleet great credit upon 
himself and the United States Army. 
'SINGLETON, WALTER K. 

RatIk and organiMti<m: Sergeant, United States Marine Corps, 
Company A, 1st Battalion, 9th Marines, 3rd Marine Division. Place 
and date : Gio Linh District, Quang Tri Province, RepUblic of Vietnam, 
24 March 1967. Entered service at: Memphis, Tenn. Date and place 
of birth: December 71 1944, Memphis, Tenn. (Jitation: For conspicuous 
gallantry and intreplditv at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
cal! of duty. Sergeant SinlJleton's Company was conducting combat 
operations in Gio Linh DIStrict, Quanl:( Tri Province, Republic of 
Vietnam, when the lead platoon received mtense small arms, automatic 
weapons, rocket, and mortar fire from a well entrenched enemy foree. 
As the comps.ny fought ita way forward, the extremely heAl,vy enemy 
fire caused numerous friendly casualties. Sensing the need for early 
treatment of the wounded, Sergeant Singleten quickly moved from 
his relatively safe position in the rear of the foremost point of the ad­
vance and made numerous trips through the enemy killing zone to 
mov" the injured men out of the danger area. Noting that n. large I?art 
of the enemy fire was coming from a hedgerow, he seized a machme· 
gan and assaulted the key enemy location, delivering devastating fire 
as he advanced. He forced his way through the hedgerow directly into 
the enemy strong point. Although he was mortally wounded, his fear­
Jess attack killed eight of the enemy and drove the remainder from 
the hedgerow. Sergeant Singleton's bold actions completely disor"a' 
nized the enemy defense and saved the lives of many of his eomraJ'es. 
His daring initiative, selfless dlwotion to dutv and indomitable fight­
ing spirit reflected great credit upon himself and the Marine Corps, and 
his performance upheld the highest traditions of the United States 
Naval Service. 
'SISLER, GEORGE K. 

Rank and O1'!7aniMtion.' First Lieutellllnt, United Stetes Army, 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 5th Special Forces Group 
(Airborne}, 1st. Special Forces. Place and date: Republic of Vietnam. 
7 February 1967. Enwed sermce at.' Dexter, Mo. Date and place of 
birth: September 19, 1937, Dexter, Mo. Citation: For conspicuons gar. 
lantr), and intrepidity at the risk of his life and above and beyond the 
call of duty. Lieutenant Sisler WIIS the platoon leader/adviser to a Spe­
cial United States/Vietnam exploitat.ion force. While on patrol deep 
within enemy dominated territory, J,ieutenunt Sisler's platoon was 
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attacked from three sides by a company sized enemy force. Lieutenant 
Sisler quickly rallied his men, deployed them 00 a better defensive 
position, called for air strikes, and moved among his men to encourage 
and direct their efforts. Learning that two men had been wounded and 
were unable to pull back to the perimeter, Lieutenant Sisler charged 
from the position through intense enemy fire to assist them. He reached 
the men and began carrving one of them back to the perimeter, when 
he was taken under more intensive weapons fire by the enemy. Laying 
down his wounded comrade, he killed three onrushing enemy soldiers 
by firing his rifle and sillmced the enemy machinegnn with a grenade. 
As he returned the wounded man to the perimeter, the left flank of the 
position Came under extremely heavy attack by the superior enemy 
force and several additional men of hls platoon were quickly wounded. 
Realizing the need for instant action to prevent his position from being 
overrun, Lieutenant Sisler picked up some grenades and charged 
singlehandedl\' into the enemy onslaught, firing his weapon and throw­
ing grenades. This singularly heroic action broke up the vicious assault 
and forced the enemy to begin withdrawing. Despite the continuing 
enemy fire, Lieutenant Sisler WIlS moving about the battlefield direct­
farea and seyp.ral additional men of his platoon were quickly wounded. 
His extraordinary leadership, infinite cou~ and selfless concern 
for his mell saved the lives of a number of hIS comrades. His actions 
reflect great credit upon himself and uphold the highest traditions of 
the military service. 
*SKIDGEL, DONALD S. 

Rank and organUiati<m: Sergeant, United States Army, Troop D, 
1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry. 1st Cavalry Division. Pkwe tend aate: 
Near Song Be, Republic -of Vietnam, 14 September 1969. Entered 
8e7'l.ice at: Bangor, Maine. Date aJui place of birt": Oeoober 13, 1IJ48, 
Caribou, ~Iaine. Oita.tion: For conspICUOUS gallantry and intrepidity 
in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. 
Sergeant Donald S. Skidgel distinguished himself on 14 September 
1969 while serving as a reconnaissance section leader in Troop D, 1st 
Squadron, 9th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division. On !l. road near Song Be 
in Binh Long Province, Sergeant Skidgel and his section with other 
elements of iiis troop were acting as a convoy security and screening 
force when contact occurred with an estimated enemy battalion con­
~ealed in tall grass and ill bunkers borderinl;l' the road. Sergeant 
Skidgel maneuvered off the road and began placmg effective mIWhine­
gun fire on the enemy automatic weapons and rocket-propelled grenade 
positions. After silencing Itt leltst one position, he ran with his ma­
chinegun across sixtv meters of bullet-swept ground to another loca­
tion from which he continued to rake the enemy positions. Running low 
on ammunition, he returned to his vehicle over the same terrain. 
Moments Jater he was alerted that the command element was receiving 
intense automatic weapons, rocket-propelled ~renade and mortar fire. 
Althongh he Jmew the road was satnr!tted 'nth enemy fire, Sergeant 
Skidgel calml v mounted his ,-chicle and with his driver advanced 
toward the command group in an effort to draw the enemy fire onto 
himself. Despit<l the hostile fire concentrated on him, he sneeeeded 
in silencing several enemy positions with his machineglln. :Moments 
later Ser!;"eant Skid!!el was knocked down onto the rear fender bv the 
explosion of an enemy rocket-propelled grenade. Ignoring his ex-
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tremeiy painful wounds, he staggered back to his feet and placed ef­
fective fire on several other enemy positions until he was mortally 
wounded by hostile small arms fire. His selfless actions el1ltbled the 
command group to withdm w to better position without casualties and 
inspired the rest of his fellow soldiers to !\"in fire superiority and 
defeat the enemy. Sergeant Skidgel's conspICUOUS gallantry and in­
trepidity at the cost of his life were in keeping with the highest tradi­
tions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his 
llnit, and the United States Army. 
*SMEDLEY, LARRY E. 

Rtmk and organization: Corporal, United States Marine Corps, 
Company D, 1st Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st Marine Division. Place and 
date: Quang Nam Province, Republic of Vietnam, 21 December 1967. 
Entered .,rvice at: Orlando, Fla. Date and l!lace of birth: ~l!lrch 4, 
1949, Front Royal, Va. ,citation: For conSpICUOUS gallantry and in­
trepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty 
whIle serving as a squad leader with company D, 1st Battalion, 7th 
Marines, 1st· Marine Division in connection with opemtions against 
the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam. On the evenings of 20-21 
December 1957, Corporal Smedley led his six-man ~uad to an ambush 
site at the mouth of Happy Valley, near Phoue Ninh (2) in Quang 
N am Province. Later that night an estimated 100 Viet Cong and 
X orth Vietnamese Army Regulars, carrying 122mm rocket launchers 
and mortars, were observed moving toward Hill 41. Realizing this was 
a significant enemy move to launch an attack on the vital Danang 
complex, Corporal Smedley immediatelv took sound and courageous 
adion to stop the enemy threat. Aft"r he radioed for a reaction force, 
he skillfully maneuvered his men to a more advantageous position and 
led an attack on the numerically superior enemv force. A heavy 
volume of fire from an enemy machinegun positioned on the left 
flank of the squad inflicted several casualties on Corporal Smedley's 
unit. Simultaneously, an enemy rifle grenade exploded nearby).. wound­
ing him in the right foot and knOCkIng him to the ground. t.:orporal 
Smedley disrew>rded this serious injury Ilnd valiantly struggled to 
his feet, shoutmg; words of encouragement to his men. He fearlessl, 
led a charge agamst the enemy machinegun emplacement, firing h,S 
rifle and throwmg grenades, until he was again struck by enemy fire 
and knocked to the ground. Gravelv wounded and weak from loss of 
blood, he rose and commenced a one-man assault against the enemy 
position. Although his aggressive and singlehanded attack resulted in 
the destruction of the machiueguu, he was struck in the chest by 
enemv fire and fell mortally wounded. Corporal Smedley's inspiring 
and courageous actions, bold initiative, and selfless devotion to duty iu 
the faee of certain death were in keeping with the highest traditions of 
the Murine Corps and the United States Naval Service. He gallautly 
gave his life for his country. 
·SMITH, ELMELINDO R. 

Rank and organization: Platoon Sergeant (then Staff Sergeant), 
United States Army, 1st Platoon, Comp!iny C, 2nd Battalion, 8th In­
fantry. Plaoe and date: Republic of Vietnam, 16 FebI1mry 1967. En­
tered service at: Honolulu. Hawaii. Date and place of birth: July 27, 
1935. Honolulu, Hawaii. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and in­
trepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. 
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During a recoDIlllissanee patrol, his platoJ)n was suddenly engaged by 
intense roachinegun fire hemming In the platoon on three sides. A 
defensive perimeter was hastily established, but the enemy added mor­
tar and rocket fire to the deadly fusillade and assaulted the position 
from several directions. With complete disregard for his own safety, 
Sergeant Smith moved through the deadly fire along the defensive 
line, p<.lSitioning soldiers, distributing aIlllmmition and encouraging 
his men to repel the enemy attack. Struck to the ground by enemy fire 
which caused a severe shoUlder wound, he regained his feet, killed the 
enemy soldier and continued to move about the perimeror. He was 
again wounded in the shoulder and stomaeh but continued moving on 
hIS knees to assist in the defense. Noting the enemy massing at a weak­
ened point on the perimeter, he crawled into the open and poured 
deadly fire into the enemy ranks. As he crawled on, he was struck by 
a rocket. Moments later, he ret,;ained consciousness, and drawing on his 
fast dwindling strength, contInued to era.wl from man to man. When 
he could move no fluther, he chose to remain in the open where he 
could alert the perimeter to the approa.ching enemy. Sergeant Smith 
perished, never relenting in his determined effort against the enemy. 
The valorous acts and heroic leadership of this outstanding soldier 
inspired those remaining members of his J?latoon to beat back the 
enemy assaults. Sergeant Smith's gallant actions were in keeping with 
the highest traditions of the Umted States Army and they reflect 
great credit upon him and the Armed li'orces of his country. 
SPRAYBERRY, JAMES M. 

RamJ.: and organization: Captain, United States Army, Company D, 
5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile). Place 
and date: Republic of Vietnam, 25 April 1968. Entered 8,,'!'Viae at: 
Montgomery, Ala. Date and place of b,rth: Al?ril 24 1947, LaGrange, 
Ga. Oitatio'l!: For conspicuons gallantry and mtrepidity in action at 
the risk of his life above and beyond the call of dut;\'. Captain (then 
First Lieutenant) James M. Sprayberry, Armor, Umted States Army, 
distinguished himself by exceptional bravery on 25 April 1968 in the 
Republic of Vietnam while serving lIB Executive Officer of Company D, 
5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile). On this 
date his Company Commander and a great number of the men were 
wounded and separated from the main bedy of the company. A day. 
light attempt to rescue them was driven back bv the well entrenched 
enemy's heary fire. Captain Sprayberry then organized and led a vol­
unteer night patrol to eliminate the intervening enemy bunkers and 
to relieve the surrounded element. The patrol soon began receiving 
enemy machinegun fire. Captain Sprayberry quickly moved the men 
to protective cover and without regard for his own safety, crawled 
within close range of the bunker from which the fire was coming. He 
silenced the machinegun with a handgrerutde. Identifying several 
one-man enemy positions nearby, Captain Sprayberry immediately 
attacked them with the rest of his grenades. He crawled back for more 
grenades and when two grenades were thrown at his men from a posi­
tion to the front, Captain Sprayberry, without hesitation, ftR"in ex­
posed himself and charged the enemy-held bunker killing Its occu­
pants with It grenade. Placing two men to cover his advance, he crawled 
forward and neutralized three more bunkers with grenades. Imme­
diat<lly thereafter, Captain Sprayberry was surprised by an enemy 
soldier who charged from a concealed position. He killed the soldier 
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with his pistol and with continuing disregard lor the danger neutral­
i zed another enemy emplacement.. Captain Sprayberry then estab­
lished radio contact with the isolated men, directing them toward his 
position. "'nen th~ two elements made contact he organized his men 
mto litter parties to evacuate the wounded. As the evacuation was 
nearing completion, he observed an enemy machinegun position which 
he silenced with a grenade. Captain Sprayberry returned to the rescue 
party, established security, and moved to friendly lines with the 
wounded. This rescue operation! which lasted approximately seven 
and one-half hours, saved the hves of many of his fellow soldiers. 
Captain Sprayberry personally killed twelve enemy soldiers, elimi­
nated two machineguns, and destroyed numerouS enemy bunkers. Cap­
tain Sprayberry's indomitable s,Pirit and gallant nction at great per­
sonal risk to his life arc in keepmg with the highest traditions of the 
military service and reflect great credit upon hinlself, his unit, and 
the Umted States Army. 
'STEINDAM, RUSSELL A. 

Ramk and organizatwn: First Lieutenant, United States Army, 
Troop B, :lrd Sguadron, 4th Cavalry, 25th Infantry Division. Place 
and aate: Tay Nmh Province, Republic of Vietnam, 1 February 1970. 
Ente:rea 8e1'1JWe a.t.- Austin, Tex. Date ana place of birth: August 27, 
1946, Austin, Tex. Oitation: for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. First 
Lieutenant Russell A. Steindam, Troop B, 3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry, 
25th Infantry Division, while serving as a platoon leader in Tay Ninh 
Province, Republic of Vietnam, led members of his platoon on a night 
ambush operation on February 1,1970. On the way to the ambush site, 
suspected enemy movement Was detectoo. on one flank and the platoon's 
temporary position was subjected to intense small arms and anto1Ill1tic 
weapons fire as well as a fusillade of hand and rocket-propelled gre­
nades. After the initial barrage, Lieutenant Steindam ordered fire 
plnced on the enemy position and the wounded men to be moved to a 
shallow bomb crater. As he directed the return fire against the enemy 
from his exposed position, a fragmentation grenade was thrown into 
the site occupied by his command group. Instantly realizing the ex­
treme gravity of the situation, Lieutenant Steindam shouted a warning 
to alert his fellow soldiers in the immediate vicinity. Then, unhesitat­
ingly and with complete disregard for his own safety, Lieutenant 
Steindam deliberately threw himself on the grenade, absorbing the full 
and fatal force of the explosion as it detonated. By his gallant action 
and seif-sacl'ifi(lC, he was able to save the lives oHhe nearllv members of 
his command group. The extraordinary courage and selflessness dis­
played by Lieutenant Steindam were an inspiration to his comrades 
and are 111 the highest traditions of the United States Army. 
'STEWART, JIMMY G. 

Rank (lJild o7'U(lJilizatWn.- Staff Sergeant, United States Army, Com­
pany D, 2nd Battalion, 12th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmo­
hile). PlfUJe and date.- Republic of Vietnam, 18 May 1966. E1lte:red 
8e7'Vice at: Ashland, Ky. Date and place of bi1'th: December 25, 1942, 
West Columbia) W. Va. Oitatit>n: For conspicuous gallantry and in­
trepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty. Early on the morning of 18 May 1966, a reinforced North Viet­
namese company attacked Company B, 2nd Battalion, 12 Cavalry, 
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which was manning a defensive perimeter in Vietnam. The surprise 
onslaught wounded five memhers of a six-mn.n squad caught in the 
direct path of the enemy's thrust. Serge.ant Stewart became a lone 
defender of vital terrain-virtually one man against a hostile platoon. 
Refnsing to take advantage of a lull in the firing which would have 
permitted him to withdraw, Sergeant Stewart elected to hold his 
ground to protect his fallen comrades and prevent an enemy pene­
tration of the companv perimeter. As the full force of the platoon­
sized main attack struck his lone position, he fought like a man pos­
sessed; emptying magazine after magazine at the determined, on­
charging enemy. The enemy drove "lInost to his position and hurled 
grenades, but Sergeant Stewart decimated them bv retrieving and 
throwing the grenades back. Exhausting his ammunItion, he crawled 
under intense fire tohis wounded team members and collected ammuni­
tion that they were unable to lL~e. Far past the normal point of exhaus­
tion, he held his position for four harrowing hours and through three 
assaults, annihilating the enemy as they approached and before they 
could get a foothold. As a result of his defense, the company position 
held until the arrival of a reinforcing platoon which counterattacked 
the enemy, now occupying foxholes to the left of Sergeant Stewart's 
position. After the counterattack, his hody was found in a shallow 
enemy hole where he had advanced in order to add his fire to that of 
the counterattacking platoon. Eip:ht enemy dead were found around 
his immediate position, with eVIdence that fifteen others had been 
dragged away. The wounded whom he gave his life to protect, were 
recovered and evacuated. Sergeant Stewart's indomitable courage, in 
the face of overwhelming odds, sbands as a tribute to himself and an 
inspiration to all men of his unit. His actions were in the highest 
traditions of the United States Army and the Armed Forces of his 
country. 
-STONE, LESTER R., JR. 

Rank aM organization: Sergeant, "C"nited States Army, 1st Platoon, 
Company R, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry, 11th Infantry Brigade, 23rd 
Infantry Division (America]). Place and date: West of Landing 
Zone L,z, Republic of Vietnam, 3 March 1969. Entemd service at: 
Syracuse, N.Y. Date and Place of birth: June 4, 1941, Binghamton, 
N.Y. Oitatwn: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at 
the risk of his life ahove and beyond the call of duty. Sergeant Lester 
R. Stone, Jr., distinguished himself on 3 March 1969 while serving as 
squad leader of the 1st Platoon, Company B, 1st Battalion, 20th In­
f •. ntry, 11th Infantry Brigade, 23rd Infantry Division (Americal). 
On this date. the 1st. Platoon was on a combat patrol mission just 
west of Landing Zone Liz when it came under intense automatic 
weapons and grenade fire from a well concealed C9mpany-size force 
of North Vietnamese regulars. Observing the 'platoon machine gunner 
fall critically wounded, Sergeant Stone romamed in the exposed al'ell 

to provide cover fire for the wounded soldier who was being pulled 
to safety by another member of the platoon. With enemy ftre impact­
ing all around him, Sergeant Stone had a m.alfunction in the machine­
gun, preventing him from firing the weapon autom.atically. Display­
ing extraordinary courage under the most adverse conditions, Ser­
geant Stone repaIred the weapon and continued to place On the enemy 
positions effective suppressive fire which enabled the rescue to be com-
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pleted. In a desperare attempt to overrun his position, 1m enemy force 
left its cover and charged Sergeant Stone. Disregarding the danger 
involved, Sergeant Stone rose to his knees and began placing intense 
fire on the enemy at pointblank range, killing six of the enemy before 
falling mortally wounded. His actions of unsurpassed valor were a 
source of inspiration to his entire unit, and he was responsible for sav­
ing th" lives of a number of his fellow soldiers. His actions were in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the military profession and 
reflect great credit on him, his unit, and the United States Army. 
·STRYKER, ROBERT F. 

Rank and organization: Specialist 4, United States Army, Com­
pany C, 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division. Place 
and date: Near Loo Ninh, Republic of Vietnam, 7 November 1967. 
Entered service at: Svracuse, N.Y. Date and 'fJlace of birth: November 
9, 1944, Anburn, N. Y_ Oitation: For conspleUOUS gallantry and in­
trepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond ti,e call of duty. 
Specialist Robert Stryker, United States Army, distinguished himself 
by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity on 7 November 1967 while 
serving with Company C, 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry, 1st Infantry 
Division in the Republic of Vietnam. On this date Specialist Stryker 
was serving as it grenadier in a multicompany reconnaissance in force 
near Lee Ninh_ As his unit moved through the dense underbrush, it 
was suddenly met with a hail of rocket, automatic weapons and small 
arms fire from enemy forces concealed in fortified bunkers and in the 
surrounding trees. Reacting quickly, Specialist Stryker fired into the 
enemy positions with his grenade launcher. During the devastating 
exchange of fire, Specialist Stryker detecred enemy elements atrempt­
ing to encircle his company and isolate it from the main body of the 
friendly force. Undaunred by the enemy machinegun and small arms 
fire, Specialist Stryker repeatedly fired grenades into the trees, killing 
enemy snipers and enabling his comrades to sever the atrempted en­
circlement. As the battle continued, Specialist Stryker observed sev­
eral wounded members of his s9.uad in the killing zone of an enemy 
claymore mine. With complete dISregard for his own safety, he threw 
himself upon the mine as it was detonated. He waS mortalfy wounded 
as his body absorbed the blast and shielded his comrades from the ex­
plosion. His unselfish actions were responsible for saving the lives of at 
least six of his fellow soldiers. Specialist Stryker's great personal 
bravery was in keeping with the highest traditions of the military 
service and reflects great credit upon himself. his unit, and the United 
States Army. . 
STUMPF, KENNETH E. 

Rank and organization: Stall' Sergeant (then Specialist 4), tTnit.ed 
Stares Army, Company C, 1st Battalion 35th Infantry, 25th In­
fantry Division. Plaoe amd date: near Due Pho, Republic of Vietn!lJl1, 
25 April 1967. Entei'ed service at: Milwaukee, ·Wi .. Date and place of 
bi;·th: September 28, 1944. Neenah, Wis. Oitation: For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty. Staff Sergeant Kenneth E. Stumpf (then 
Specialist 4) distinguished himself on 25 April 1967, while serving 
as" Squad Leader of the 3rd Platoon, Company C, 1st Battalion. 35th 
Infantry, on a search and destroy mission near Due Pho in the Re-
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public of Vietnam. As Sergeant Stumpf's company approached a vil­
lage, it encountered a North Vietnamese rifle company occupying a 
well fortified bunker complex. During the initial con bact, three men 
from his squad fell wounded in front of a hostile machinegun em­
placement. The enemy's heavy volume of fire prevented the unit from 
moving to the aid of the injured men, but Sergeant Stmnpf left his 
secure position in a deep trench and ran through the barrage of incom- • 
ing rounds to reach his wounded comrades. He picked up one of the 
men and carried him back to the sa.:fety of the trench. Twice more Ser­
geant Stumpf dashed forward while the enemy turned automatic 
weapons and maehineguns upon him, yet he managed to rescue the 
remaining two wounded squad memhers. He then organi"ed his sqpad 
and led an assault against several enemy bunkers from which contmu­
ously heavy fire was being received. He alld his squad successfully 
eliminated two of the bunker positions, but one to the front of the 
advancing platoon remained a serious threat. Arming himsolf with 
e;<tra handgrenades, Sergeant Stumpf ran over op<'n ground, through 
a volley of fire directed at him by a determined enemy, toward the 
machinegun position. As he reached the bunker, he threw a hand­
grenade through the aperture. It was immediately returned bv the 
occupants, foreing Sergeant Stumpf to take cover. Und"unte"d, he 
pulled the pins on two more grenades, held them for a few seconds 
after activation, then hurled them into the position, this time success­
fully destroying the emplacement. With the elimination of this key 
position, his umt was able to assault and oven"Un the enemy. Sergeant 
::)tnmpf's relentless spirit of aggressiveness, intrepidity, and ultImate 
concern for the lives of his men, at the risk of his own life above and 
beyond the call of duty, are in the highest traditions of the military 
service and reflect great credit upon himself and the United. States 
Army. 
TAYLOR, JA:\fES AIJLEN 

Rank and organization: Captain, United States Anny, Troop B, 
1st Cavalry, America Division. Place and date: West of Que Son, Re­
public of Vietnam, 9 November 1967. Entered service at: San Fran­
cisco, Calif. Date and place of birth: December 31, 1937, Arcata, Calif. 
Citation: Captain .Tames A. Taylor (then First lieutenant), Annor, 
was serving as Executive Officer of Troop B, 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry, 
on 9 N m'ember 1967 in the Republie of Vietnam. His troop was cn­
gaged in an attack on [t fortified position west of Que Son when it 
came under intense enemy recoilless rifle, mortar, and automatic 
weapons fire from an enemy strong point located immediately to its 
front. One armored cavalrv assault vehkle was hit immediately by 
recoilless rifle fire and all five crew members were wounded. Aware 
that the stricken vehicle "Was in grave danger of e>::ploding, Captain 
Ta~'lor rushed forward and personally eJ<tracted the wounded to safe­
ty despite the hail of enemy fire and e;<ploding ammunition. Within 
minutes a second armored cavalry assault vehicle was hit by multiple 
recoilless rifle rounds. Despite the continuing intense enemy fire, Cap­
tain Taylor moved forward on foot to resCUe the wounded men from 
the burning vehicle and personally removed all the crewmen to the 
safety of a nearby dike. Moments later the vehicle exploded. As he 
was retnrning to his vehicle, a bursting mortar round painfully 
wounded Captain Taylor, yet he valiantly returned to his vehicle to 
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relocate the medical evacuation landing zone to an area closer to the 
front lines. As he was moving his vehicle, it came under machinegun 
fire from un enemy position not fifty yards away. Captain Taylor 
engaged the position with his own maclnnegun, killing the three-man 
crew, Upon arrival at the new evacuation site, still another vehicle was 
struck. Once a,gain Ca:ptain Taylor rushed forward and pulled the 
, ... ounded from the vehIcle. loaded them aooard his vehicle. and I'e­
turned them safely to the evacuation site. His actions of unsllrpassed 
valor were a source of inspiration to his entire troop, contributed sig­
nificantly to the success of the overall assault on the enemy position, 
and were directly responsible for savinI> the lives of a. number of his 
fellow soldiers. His actions were in keepmg with the highest traditions 
'of the military profession and reflect great credit upon himEelf, his 
unit, and the "United States Army. 
*l'A YLOR, KARl. G., SR. 

Rank and organization: Staff Sergeant, United States Marine Corps, 
Company I, 3rd Battalion, 26th Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Divi­
.sion (Rein); FMF, Plaee and date: Republic of Vietnam, 8 l)e,cember 
1968. Entered eervioe at: Baltimore, Md. Date am4 pl=e of birth: 
July 14, 1939, Laurel, lid. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty 
while serving as a Company Gunnery Sergeant during Opel'ation 
MEADE RIVER in the Republic of Vietnam on the night of 8 De­
eember 1968. InfOlmed that the commander of the lead platoon had 
been mortally wounded when his unit was pilllled down by a heavy 
volume of enemy fire, Staff Sergeant Taylor along with another Ma­
rine, crawled forward to the beleaguered unit through a hail of hO"tile 
fire, shouted encouragement and illstructiolls to the men, and deployed 
them to covered positions. With his companion, he then repeatedly 
maneuvered across an open area to rescue those Marines who were too 
lleriously wounded to move by themselves. Upon learning that there 
were still other seriously wounded men lving III another open areal in 
proximity to an enemy rnachinegun position, Staff Sergeant Tav or, 
accompanied by four comrades, led his men forward across thefire­
swept terrain III an attempt to rescue the Marines, 'Vhen his group 
was halted by devastating fire, he directed his companions to return 
to the company command post; whereupon he took his grenade 
launcher and, in full view of the enemy, charged across the open rice 
paddy toward the machinegun position, firing his weapon as he ran. 
Although wounded several tinles, he sueceeded in reaching the ma­
ehinegun bunker and silencing the fire from that seci.or, moments 
before he was mortally wounded, DirectJy instrumental in saving the 
lives of several of his fellow Marines, Staff Sergeant Taylor, by his 
indomitable courage, inspiring leadership, and selfless dedication, 
upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and of the United 
States Xaval Service. 
VARGAS, ;'}f. SA:I;'1)O, JR. 

Rank and organization: lfajor, United States Marine Corps, Com-
. pany G, 2nd Battalion, 4th :Marines, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade. 
Place and date: Repubhc of VIetnam, 1 May 1968. Entered aervwe at: 
Quantlco, Va. Date and pl=e of birth: July 29, 1937, Wiuslow, Ariz. 
Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his 
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life above and beyond the call of duty while serving as COIlllIlAnding 
Officer, Company G, 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines, 11th Marine Am­
phibious Brigade in action against enemy forces III the Republic of 
Vietnam from 30 April to 2 May 1968. On 1 May 1968, though suf­
fering from wounds he had incurred while relocating his unit under 
heavy enemy fire the preceding day, Major (then Captain} Vargas 
combined Company G with two other companies and led his men in 
an attack on the fortified vill!1ge of Dai Do. Exerciiring expert leader­
ship', he maneuvered his Marines across 700 meters of open rice paddy 
whIle under intense enemy mortar, rocket and artillery fire and ob­
tained a foothold in two hedgerows On the enemy perimeter, only to 
have elements of his compally become pinned down by the intense 
enemy fire. Leading his reserve platoon to the aid of his beleaguered 
men, Major Vargas inspired his men to renew their relentless advance, 
while destroying a number of enemy bunkers. Again wounded by 
grenade fragments, he refused aid as he moved about the hazardous 
area reorganizing his unit into a strong defense perinleter at the edge 
of the village. Shortly after the objective was secured, the enemyeam­
menccd a series of counterattacks and probes which lasted through­
out the night but were unsuccessful as the gallant defenders of Com­
pany G stood firm in their hard-won enclave. Reinforeed the following 
morniug, the Marines launched' a renewed assault throu~h Dai Do on 
the village of Dinh To, to which the enemy retaliated wIt,h a massive 
counterattack resulting in hand-to-hand combat. Major Vargas re­
mained in the open, encouragin/1 aud rendering assistance to his 
Marines when he wus hit for the third time ill the three-day battle. 
Observin/1 his battalion commander sustain a serious woun~ he dis­
regarded his excruciating pain, crossed the fire-swept area ana carried 
his eammander to It covered position, then resumed supervising and 
encouraging his men while simultaneo11llly assisting in organizing the 
battalion's perimeter defense. His e;allant actions uphold the highest 
traditions of the Marine Corps ana the United States Naval Service. 
'W ARREN, JOHN E., JR. 

R(1-1lk aoo (YI'ganisaJ:ion: First Lieutenant, United States Army, 
Company C, 2nd Battalion, (Mechanized) 22nd Infantry, 25th In­
fantry Division. PI""" and date: Tay Ninh Province, Republic of Viet­
nam, '14 January 1969. Entered Sel'VWe at: Brooklyn, N.Y. Date aM 
place of birth: November 16, 1946, Brooklyn, N.Y. OitatUm.: For con­
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above 
and beyoud the call of duty. First Lieutenant JOhn E. Warren, Jr. 
Infantry, distinguished himself at the cost of his life above and beyond 
the call of duty on 14 January 1969, while serving as a Platoon Leader 
with Company C, 2nd BattA.Jion (Mechanized)! 22nd Infantry, 25th 
Infantry Diviirion in Tay Ninh Province, Repubhe of Vietnam. On this 
date while moving through a rubber plantation to reinforce another 
friendly unit, Company C came under mtense fire from a well-fortified 
enemy force. Disregarding his own safety, Lieutenant Warren with 
several of his men began maneuvering through the hail of enemy fire 
toward the hostile poSltions. When he had come to within six feet of one 
of the euemy bunkers and was preparing to toss a handgrenade into it. 
an enemv /!,rennde was suddsnlv thrown into the middle of his small 
group. TIllnking ouly of his men, Lieutenant Warren fell in the direc­
tion of tl\e grenade, thus shielding those around him from the blast. His 
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actiQn, performed at, the ,cost of his own life, saved three men from 
seri()us or mortal inju,ry. First,Lieutenant ,War~'s ult!mate act jon of 
sacrifice to save the lives of hIS men was ill keeprng WIth the hIghest 
traditions of the military service and reflects great credit on him, hilt 
unit, and the United States Army. 
*WATTERS, CHARLES JOSEPH 

Rank l13'I.dtn'gfffnization: Chaplain (Major), United States Armv', 
Company A, 17ard Support Batt-alion, 173rd Airborne Brigade. Place 
and date: Near Dak 'fa Pro\'ince, Republic of Vietnam, 19 November 
1967, Entered ae'l"Vice at: Fort Dix, N.J. Date I13'I.d place of birth: Jan­
uary 17, 1927, Jersey City, N.J. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry 
and intrepidi~yin >action at the risk of bis life above and beyond the 
call of duty. Chaplain (Major) Charles J. Watters, Company A, 173rd 
Support Battalion, 173rd AiI·borne Brigade, distinguished himself by 
galla.ntry and intrepidity at the risk of his life during an assault in the 
vicinity of DakTo, RepUblic of Vietnam, on 19 November 1967. Chap­
lain Watters Was moving with one of the companies when it engaged a' 
heavily armed enemy battalion. As the battle mged and the casualties' 
mounted, Chaplain Watters, with complete dlsregard for his own 
safety, rushed forward to the line of contact. Unarmed and completely 
'expoSed, he moved among, as well us in front of, the advancing troops, 
giving aid to the wounded,assisting in their evacuation, giving words 
of encouragement, and administering the last rites to the dying. When 
8, wounded paratrooper was standing in shock in front of the assaulting 
forces, Chaplain Watters ran forward. picked the man up on his shoul­
ders ·and carried him to safety. As the troopers battled to the first 
_y entrenchment, Chaplain Watters ran through the intense enemy 
fire to the front of the entrenchment to aid a fallen comrade. A short 
time later; the paratroopers pulled hack in preparation for a second 
assa1j:lt. Cnaplalll Watters exposed himsel to both friendly and enemy 
fire between the two forces in order to recover two wonnded soldiers. 
Later, when the battalion was forced to pull back into a perimet~r, 
Chaplain 'Watters noticed that several wounded soldiers were lying 
outside the newly formed perimeter. Without hesitation and ignoring 
atteml;'ts to restrain him, Chaplain Waters left the perimeter three 
time", In the face of small arms, automatic weapons. and mortar firo to 
carry and to assist the injured troopers to safetv, Satisfied that all of 
the wounded were inside the perimeter, he began ,aiding the medics-­
applying field band~ to open wounds, obtaining and serving food 
and water, giving spiritual and mental strength and comfort. During 
his ministermg, he moved out to the perimeter from position to position 
redistributing food and water, and tending to the needs of his men. 
Chaplain Watters was giving aid to the wonnded when he bimself was 
mortil.llv wounded. Chaplain Watters' nnvielding perseverance and 
seHless devotion to his comrades was in keeping WIth the highest tra­
ditions of the United States Army. 
·WAYRYNE~DALEEUGENE 

Rank I13'I.d tn'ganization: Specialist 4, United States Army, Com­
pany B, 2nd Battalion, 5,02nd Infantry, 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne 
DiVIsion. Place I13'I.d date: Quang Ngai, Provinee, Republic of Vietns.m, 
18 May 1967. Entered se1'Vice at: MimIeapolis, Minn. Date /1!f!d pltUJe 
of birth: January 18, 1947, Moose I,ake, Minn. Oitation: For conspicu-
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ous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life ahove and 
beyond the call of duty. Specialist Wayrynen distinguished himself 
with Company B, 2nd Battalion, 502nd Infantry, 1st Brigade, 101st 
Airhorne Division, during combat operations on 18 May 1967 near Due 
Pho, Quang Xgai Province, Republic of Vietnam. His platoon was; 
assisting in the night evacuation of the wounde.d from an earlier 
enemy contact when the lead man of the unit met face to face with 
a Viet Cong soldier. The American's shouted warning also alerted the 
enemy who immediately swept the area with automatic weapons fire 
from It strongly huilt bunker close to the trail and threw handgrelUldes 
from another nearby fortified position. Almost immediately, the lead 
man was wounded and knocked from his feet. SI?ecialist Wayryfien, 
t~e second man in the f?rmation, leaped beyond hIS. fallen comrade to 
kill another enemy soldier who appeared on the trail, and he dragged 
his injured companion back to where the I?oint squad had taken cover. 
Suddenly, a live enemy grenade landed In the center uf the tightly 
grouped men. Specialist WaYl'ynen, quickly assessing the danger to 
the entire squad as well as to his platoon leader who was nearby, 
shouted a warning, pushed one soldier out of the way, and threw him­
self on the grenade at the moment it exploded. He WII!! mortally 
wounded. His deep and abiding concern for his fellow soldiers was 
significantly "eflested in his supreme and courageous act that pre­
served the fives of his comrades. Specialist Wayrynen's heroic actlons 
are in keeping with the highest traditions of the service, and they 
reflect great credit upon himself and the United States Army. 
*'WEBER, LESTER W. 

Rlmk anit O1'ga1!iza.tirm: Lance Corporal, United States Marine 
Corps, Company M, :lrd Battalionl 7th Marines, 1st Marine Division. 
Place and date: Quang Nam Province, Republic of Vietnam, 23 Feb­
ruary 1969. Entered service at: Chicago, Ill. Date and plaee of birth: 
July 30, 1948, Aurora, TIL OitatUm,' 'For conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of his life ahove and beyond the cal! of duty 
while servin" as a Machinegun Squad Leader with Company M, lIrd 
Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st Marine Division, in action against the 
encmv in the Republic of Vietnam. On 23 February 1969, the 2nd 
Platoon of Coml'any M was dispatched to the Bo Ban area of Hieu 
Doc District in (..!uang N am Province to assist a squad from another • 
pl.toon which had become heavily engaged with a well entrenched 
enemy battalion. While moving through a rice paddy covered with 
tall grass Lance Corporal 1Veber's platoon came llnqer ~eavy attack • 
from concealed hostile soldwrs. He reacted by plungmg mto the tall 
grass, successfully attacking one enemy and forcing eleven others to 
break contact. Upon encountering a second North Vietnamese Army 
soldier he overwhelmed him in fierce hand-to-hand combat. Observing 
two other soldiers firing upon his comrades from behind a dike, Lance 
Corporal Weber ignored the frenzied firing of the enemy and racing 
across the hazardous area, dived into their position. He neutralized 
the position by wrestling weapons from the hands of the two soldiers 
and o\'crcoming them. Although by now the target for ooncent,rl!.ted 
fire from hostile riflemen, Lance Corporal Weber remained in a dan­
gerously exposed pOsition to shout words of encouragement to his em­
boldene.d companions. As he moved forward to attack a fifth enemy 
soldier, he was mortally wounded. I..ance Corporal Weber's indomitable 
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courage, aggressive fighting spirit and unwavering devotion to duty 
upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and of the Umted 
States Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his country. 
WETZEL, GARY G. 

Ra;nlo andorgafliaation: Specialist 4, United States Army, 173rd 
Assault HclicopterCompany. Place tmd date: Near Ap Donll' An, Re­
public of Vietnam, 8 Januarv 1968. Ent&red servwe at: MIlwaukee, 
Wis. Date and pltuJe of birth: September 29, 1947, South MII".au­
kee, Wis. Oitatwn: Specialist Gary G. Wetzel (then Private FIl'St 
Class), 113rd Assault Helicopter Company, distinguished himself by 
conspicuous gallantry lind intrepidity at the risk of his own life, 
above and beyond the call of duty, neJl.r Ap Dong An ill the Repub­
lic of Vietnam. Oil 8 January 1968, SpecIalist Wetzel was serving 
as door gunner aboard a helicopter whIch was purt of all insertion 
force t. rapp.eecd in a landinll" zone by intense and deadly hostile fires. 
Specialist Wetzel was gomg to the aid of his aircraft commander 
when he was blown into a rICe paddy and critically wounded by two 
en,emy rockets that exploded just inches from his location. Although 
blQe(j.m~ profusely due to the loss of his left arm and severe wonnds 
in his fIght arm, chest, and left leg, Specialist Wetzel staggered back 
to his original position in his gun-well and took the enemy forces 
under fire. !Jis muhinegtln was the only weapon placing effective 
fire on the enemy at that time. Through a resolve that overcame the 
shook and intolerable pain of his injurIes, Specialist Wetzel remained 
at his position until he had eliminated the automatic weapons em­
placement that had been inflicting heavy casualties on the 1'unerican 
troops and preventing them from moving against this strong enemy 
force. Refusing to attend his own extensive wounds, he attempted 
to return to the aid of his aircraft commander but passed out from 
10M of blood. Rel!:aining consciousness, he persisted in his efforts to 
drag himself to the aid of his fellow crewman. After an agonizing 
effort, he =e to the side of the crew chief who was attempting to 
drag the wounded aircraft commander to the safety of a nearby 
dike. Unswerving in his devotion to his fellow man, Specialist Wetzel 
assisted his crew chief eVen though he lost consciousness once again 
during this uction. Specialist Wetzel displayed extraordinary 
heroism and intrepidity at the risk of his own life, aboye and beyond 
the call of duty, in his efforts to aid his fellow crewmen. His gallant 
actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United 
States Army and reBect great credif upon himself and the Armed 
Forces of his country. 
'WHEAT, ROY M. 

Rank and organiaaticn: Lance Corporal, United States Marine 
Corps, Company K, 3rd Battalion, 7th Marine, 1st Marine Division. 
Place and date: Republic of Vietnam, 11 August 1961. Entered service 
at: Jackson, Miss. Date and plMe of birtk: July 24, 1947, Moselle, 
Miss. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk 
of his life above and beyond the call of duty. On Anl!1Ist 11, 1961, 
Corporal Wheat and two other Marines were assigned the mission of 
providing security for a N!tVY constructiollbattalion crane and crew 
operating along Liberty Road in the vicinity of the Dien Ban Dis­
trict, Quang N am Province. After the Mannes had set up security 
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positions in a tree line adjacent to the work site, Corporal Wheat 
re<',onnoitered the area to the rear of their location for the possible 
preoonce of guerrillas. He then returned to within ten feet of the 
friendly position, and here unintentionally triggered It well concealed, 
bounding type, anti-personnel mine. Immediately, a hissing sound was 
heard which was identified by the three Marines as that of a burning 
time fuse. Shouting a warning to his comrades, Corporal Wheat in 
a valiant act of heroism hurled himself upon the mine, absorbing the 
tremendous impact of the explosion with his own bodv. The inspira­
tional personal heroism and extraordinary valor of his unselfish action 
saved his fellow ~farines from certain injury and possible death, 
reflected great credit upon himself, and upheld the highest traditions 
of the Marine Corps and the United StaWs N nvnl Service. He gallantly 
ga ve his life for his country. 
·WICKAM, JERRY WAYNE 

Rlf!nk aM organization: Corporal, United States Army, Troop F, 
2nd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment. Place and date: Near 
Loc Ninh, Republic of Vietnam, 6 .January 1968, Entered 8B1'1)iee at: 
Chicago, Ill. Date and place a{ birth: January 19, 1942, Rockford, Ill. 
Cit'lli()1/,: For conspicuous ga lantrv and intrepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Corporal Jerry W. 
Wickam, United States Army, distinguished himself bv conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity on 6.Tannarv 1968 while serving with Troop 
F, 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored Cava)ry Regiment in the Republic of 
Vietna"'. On this date, Troop F was conducting it reconnaissance in 
force mission southwest of Loc Ninh when thc lead element of the 
friendly force was subjected to a heavy barrage of rocket, automatic 
weapons, and small al'mS fire from a well concealed enemy bunker com­
plex. Disre,!p'rding the intense fire, Corporal Wickam leaped from his 
armored ,-chicle and assaulted one of the enemy bunkers and threw 
n grenade into it, killing two enemy soldiers. He moved into the bnnker, 
and with the aid of another soldier, began to remove the body of one 
Viet Cong when he detected the sonnd of an enemy grenade being 
charged. Corporal Wickam warned his comrade and physically pusbed 
him away from the grenade thus protecting him from the foree of the 
blast. Wnen a second Viet Cong bunker was discovered, he ran through 
a hail of enemy fire to deliver deadlv fire into the bunker, killing one 
enemy soldier. He also captured one Viet Cong who later provided 
valuable information on enemy activity in tl,e Loc Ninh area. After 
the patrol withdrew and an airstrike was conducted, Corporal Wickam 
led his men back to evaluate the suceess of the striL.", They were im­
mediately attacked again by enemy fire. Without heSitation, he 
charged the bunker from which the fire was being directed, enabling 
the remainder of his men to seek cover. He threw It grenade iuside of 
the enemy's position killing two Viet Cong and destroying the bunker. 
Moments later he was mortally wounded by enemy fire. Corpora.l 
Wickam's conspicuous ~allantry, extraordinar:y heroism and in­
trepidity at the cost of h,s own life were in keepmg with the highest 
traditions of the military service and refleet great credit upon himself 
and the United States Army. 

• 



" 

147 

*WILBANKS, HILLIARD A. 
Rank aM orgU!fltisatWn: Captain, United States Air Force, 21st 

Tactical Air S1.lpport Squadron, Nha Trang AFB, RVN, Place aM 
date: near Dalat, Repuolic of Vietnam, 24 February 1967. Entered 
"llr'IJice at: AtlMlta, Ga. Date aM plw" of birth: July 26, 1933, Cor­
nelia, Ga. Oitation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in 
action at the risk of'his life above and beyond the call of duty. As a 
forward air controller near Daiat, Republic of Vietnam l on 24 }I'eb­
ruary 1967, Captain Wilbanks was pilot of an unarmed, light aircraft 
flying visual reconnaissance ahead of a South Vietnam Army Ranger 
Battalion. His intensive search revealed a well-concealed and numeri­
cally superior hostile force poised to ambush the advancing Rangers. 
The Viet Cong, realizing that Captain Wilbank's discovery had com­
promised their position and ability to launch a surprise attack, im­
mediately fired on the small aircraft with all available fire power. The 
enemy then began advancing against the exposed forward elements 
of the Ranger force which were pinned down by devastating fire. 
Captain Wilbanks recognized that close support aircraft could not 
arrive in time to enable the Rangers to withstand the advancing 
enemy, onslaught. With full knowledge of the limitations of his un­
armed, unarmored, light reconnaissance aircraft, and the great danger 
imposed by the enemy's vast fire power, he unhesitatinglr assumed a 
covering, close support role. Flying through a hail of WIthering fire 
at treetop level, Captain Wilbanks passed directly over the advancing 
enemy and inflicted many casualties by firing his rifle out of the side 
window of his aircraft. Despite increasingly intense antiaircraft fire, 
Captain Wilbanks continued to completely disregard his own safety 
altd made repeated low passes Over the enemy to dIvert their fire away 
from the Rangers. His darinl!' tactics successfully interrupted the 
",,-emy advance, allowing the Rangers to withdraw to safety from 
t)1eir perilous position. During his final courageous attack to protect 
the withdmwing forces, Captain Wilbanks was mortally wounded and 
his bullet-riddled aircraft crashed between the opposing forces. Cap­
tain Wilbanks' magnificent action saved numerous friendly personnel 
from certain injury or death. His unpsralJed COncern for hIS fellow­
man and his extraordinary heroism were in the highest traditions of 
the military service, and have reflected great credit upon himself and 
the United States Air Force. 
*WTILETT, LOUIS E. 

Rank aM orga'1lkation: Private First Class, United States Army, 
Company C, 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry, 4th Iufantry Division. PZwe 
aM date: Kontum Province, Republic of Vietnam, 15 February 1967. 
Entered JJe'I'Vwe at: Fort Jackson, S.C. Date aM place of birth: June 
19, 1945, Brooklyn, N.Y. Ouation: For conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. 
Private Willstt distinguished himself on 15 Februarv 1967 while serv­
ing as a rifteman in Company C, 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry, 4th 
Infant!'}' Division during combat operations in Kontum Province, 
Repubhc of Vietnam. His squad was conducting a security sweep when 
it made oont!lCt with a large enemy force. The squad Was immediately 
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engaged with a heavy volume of automatic weapons fire and pinned 
to the ground. Despite the deadl:}" fusillade, Private Willett rose to 
his feet firing rapid bursts from hIS own weapon and moved t{) a posi­
tion from which he placed highly effective fire on the enemy. His 
action allowed the remainder of hiS squad to begin to withdraw from 
the superior enemy fore" toward the company perimeter. Private 
Willett covered the squad's withdrawal, but his position drew heavy 
enemy machinegun fire, and he received multiple wounds enabling 
the enemy again to pin down the remainder of the squad. Private 
Willett struggled to an upright position, and, disregarding his paJnful 
wounds, he again engaged the enemy with his rifle to allow his squad 
to continue its movement and to evacuate several of his comrades who 
were by now wounded. Moving from position to position, he engaged 
the enemy at close range until he was mortallv wounded. By his un­
selfish acts of bravery, Private Willett insured the withdrawal of his 
comrades to the company position, saving their lives at the cost of 
his own. Private Willett's valorous actions were in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the United States Army and redect great credit 
upon himself and the Armed Foreesof his country. 
WILLIAMS, CHARLES Q. 

R(mk and organization: First Lieutenant, United States Army, 
5th Special Forees Group. Place and date: Dong Xoai, Republic of 
Vietnam, 9 to 10 ,June 19G5. Entered 8er"1Jice at: Fort Jackson, S.C. 
Date and place of bi7'th: September 17, 1933, Charleston, S.C. G.O. 
No.: 30.5 Julv 19{]6. Citation: First Lieutenant Chnrles Q. 'Nilliams 
(then Second' Lieutenant), Infantry, who distinguished himself by 
c<:mspic.uous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his own life above 
and beyond the call of duty while defending the Special Forces Camp 
at Dong Xoai, Republic' of Vietnam, ftgainst a violent attack bv 
hostile forces that lusted for fourteen hours. June 9 to 10, 1965. I,iell' 
tenant ,:Villiams was serving as Executive Officer of a Special Forces 
Detachment when an estimated Vietcong reinforced regiment struek 
the Camp and threatened to overrun It and the adiacent District 
HeadquarterF. He awoke personnel, orJ!:anized them, determined the 
source of tbe insurgents' main effort and led the tl"OOpS to their defen­
sive positions on the south and west walls. Then, after rumling to t.he 
District Headquarters to establish commlmications, ·he found that 
t.here waR no radio operational with whieh to communicate with his 
commanding officer in another compOlmd. To reach the other com· 
poun<;l. h~ traveled through d:crk!,ess but was hal~d in this effort by a 
combmatIOn of shmpnelm hIS rIght leg and the mcrea.se of the VIet­
cong gunfire .. Ignoring his wound, he returned to the District Head· 
quarten; and directed the defense against the first assault. As tbe in­
surgents attempted to scale the walls and as some of the Vietnamese 
defenders began to retreat, he dashed through It barrage of gunfire, 
succeeded in rallying these defenders, and led them back'to their posi­
tions. Although wounded in the thigh and left leg during this gallant 
action, he returned to his position and, upon being told that commu­
nications were reestahlished and t.hat his cAlmmandinll officer was seri­
ously wounded, Lieutenant Williams took charge of a.ctions in both 
compounds. Then, in au attempt to reach the communications bunker, 
he sustained wounds in the stomach and right arm from !p"enade frag­
ments .• \.8 the defensive positions on the walls had been held for hours 

• 
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and cosualties were mounting, he ordered the consolidation of the 
Ameriaan personnel from both compounds to estahlish a defense in the 
District buildin,g. After radio oontaet was made with !I. friendly rur 
controller, he disregarded his wounds and direeted the defense from 
the District building, using descending flares as reference point.s to ad­
just air strikes. By his courage, he inspired his tMm to hold out against 
the insurgent force that was closing in on them and throwing gre­
uMes into the windows of the buildmg. As daylight arrived and the 
Vieteong continued to besiege the stronghold, firing a machinegun di­
rectly south of the District building, he was determined to eliminate 
.this menace that threatened the lives of his men. Taking a 3.5 roeket 
launcher and 0. volunteer to load it;., he worked his way across open 
terrain, reached the berm south of the District Headquarters, and 
took aim at the Vietcong machinegnn one hundred and fifty meters 
away. Although the sight was faulty, he succeeded in hitting the ma­
ch.inegun. While he and the loader were trying to return to the Dis­
trict Headquarters, they were hoth wounded. With a fourth wound, 
this time in the right arm and leg, and realizing he was unable to 
carry his wounded Comrade !mek to the District building, Lieutenant 
\Villiams pulled him to a covered position and then made his way 
back to the District building where he sought the help of others whQ 
went out and evacuated the injured soldier. Although seriously wound­
ed and tired, he continued tp direct the "ir st.rikes closer to the defen­
sive position. As morning turned to afternoon and the Vietcong 
pressed their effort with direct recoilless rifle fire into the building, he 
ordered the evacuation of the seriously 'l'Counded to the safety of the 
.communications hunker. When informed that helicopters would at­
tempt to lan.d .ns the hostile. gunfire ~ad abated) he led .his team 
from the bmldmg to the artillery pOSItIon, making certam of the 
timely evaeuntion of the wounded from the communications area, 
and then on to the pickup point. Despite resurgent Vietcong gnnfire, 

. he directed the rapid evacuation of all personnel. Throughout the 
long battle, he was undaunted by the vicious Vietcong assault and 
inspired the defenders in dccimatmg the determined insurgents. Lieu­
tenant ,Villiams' conspicuous gallantry, extraordinary heroism, and 
intrepidit.v at the risk of his own life above and beyond the call of 
duty are in the highest traditions of the United States Army and 
reBect great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of his country. 
·WILLIAlIcIS, DEWAYNE T. 

Rank a.ui orgOJnizatUm: Private First Class, United States Murine 
C{)rps, Company H, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines, 1st Marine Division. 
Place and date: Quang Num Province, Republic of Vietnam, 18 Sep­
tember 1969. if,'ntered 8M'1>ice at .. Detroit, ):[jch. Date a.ui pUt"" of 
birth .. September 18, 1949, Brown City, .Mich. o-itatUm: For conspicu­
ous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life abo"" and beyond 
the call of duty while serving as a rifleman with the 1st Platoon, Com­
panl H, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines, 1st Marine Division in action 
agamst communist insurgent forces in the Quang N am Province, Re-' 
public of Vietnam. Private First Class \Villiams was a member of a 
combat patrol sent out from the pllltoonwith the mission of establish­
ing positions in the company's area of operations, from which it 
could intercept and destroy enemy sniper teams operating in the area. 
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On the night of IS September 1968, 88 the patrol W88 preparing to 
move from ita daylight position to fl preselected night position, it was 
attacked from ambush by a squad of enemy using sma.ll arms and 
handgrena.des. Althou!cll severely wounded m the back by the close 
intense fire, Private FIrst CIMS Williams, recognizing the danger to 
the patrol, immediately began to crawl forward toward a good firing 
position. While he was moving under the cQntinuing intense fire, he 
heard one of the members of tile pa.trol sound the alert th&t an enemy 
grenade had landed in their position. Reaeting instantly to the alert. 
he saw that the grenade had landed close to where he was lling and 
without hesitation, in a valiant aet of heroism, rolled on top 0 the gre­
nade as it sxJlloded, wbsorbing the full and tremendous impact of the 
explosion With his ownoody. Through his extraordinary initiative 
and inspiring valor in the face of certain death, he saved the other 
members of his patrol from serious injury and possible loss of life, 
and enabled them to successfully defeat the attackers and hold their 
position until assistance arrived. His personal heroism and devotion 
to duty upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the 
United States Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his country. 
WILLIAMS, JAMES E. 

Ra:nk aM O1'flanieatwn: Boatswain's Mate First Class. United States 
Navy, River Section 531, My Tho, RVN, Place aM 'date: Mekong 
River, Republic of Vietnam, 31 October 1966. E1lt~red se1'Vice at: 
Darlin~n, S.C. Date and ptaee of birth: June 13, 1930, Rook Hill, 
S.C. Odati<>n: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk 
of his life above and beyond the call of duty. On 31 October 1966, 
Petty Officer Williams was serving as Boat Captain and Patrol Office ... 
aboard River Patrol Boat (PBR) 105 accompanied by another patrol 
oo..t when the patrol was suddenly taken under fire I:>J two enemy 
sam'pans. Petty Officer Williams immediately ordered the fire rsturned, 
killmg the crew of one enemv ooat and callsing the other sampan to 
take refuge in a nearby river inlet. Pursuing the fleeing sampan, the 
U.S. patrol encountered a heavy volume of small arms fire from enemy 
forc~,sl at close range, occupying well-concealed positions along the 
river bank. Maneuvering through this fire, the patrol confronted a 
numerically superior enemy force aboard two enemy junks and eight 
sampans augmented by heavy automatic weapons fire from ashore. In 
the savage battle that ensued, Petty Officer Williams, with utter dis­
regard for his own safety, exposed himself to the witheri~ hail of 
enemy fire to direct counter"fire and inspire the actions of hiS patrol. 
Recognizing the overwhelming strength of the enemy force, Petty 
Officer Williams deployed his patrol to await the arrival of armed heh­
copters. In the (\(Iurse of this movement he diaoovered an even larger 
concentration of enemy oo..ts. Not waiting for the arrival of the armed 
helicopters, he displayed Ilreat initiative and ooldly led the patrol 
through the intense. enemy fi~e and damaged or destroyed fifty enemy 
sampans and seven Junks. ThiS phase of the action completed, arid with 
the arrival of the arm~d. helicopters, Petty Officer Williams dil.'OOtei! 
tbe attack on the remammg enemy force. Now virtually dark. and al­
though Petty Offieer Williams was flware that his boats _nld ·become 
even better targets, he ordered the patrol ooats' search liQ'hts turned on 
to better illuminate the area and moved the patrol perilously close to 
shore to press the attack. Daspite a waning supply of ammunition the 
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PIltJ;ld successfully en~ the enemy ashore and completed the rout 
~i the enemy force. l1n<Ier the leademmp of Petty Officer Williams, 
wbeaemonstrated unusual professional skill and indomitable courage 
throughout the three hour battle, the patrol accounted for the destruc­
tion or loss of sixty-live enemy boats and infficted numerous casualties 
on the enemy personnel. His extraordinary heroism and exempl .. ry 
fighting spint ill the fuce of grave risks inspired the efforts of his men 
to defeat a larger enemy rorce, and are m keeping with the linest 
traditions of the United States Navnl Service. 
"WILSON, ALFRED M. 

Rank andl)l'ganieatioo: Private Fimt Class, United States Marine 
Corps, Company M, Srd Battalion, 9th Marines, 3rd Ma.rine Division. 
Place and date: Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam, 3 March 
1969. Entered service at: Abilene, Tex. Date aM place of birth: 
,T .. nuary 13, 1948, Olney, Ill. OitatWn: For conspicuous gallantry .. nd 
intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty 
while serving as a Rifleman with Companr M, 3rd Battalion, 9th 
Marines, 3rd Marine Division in action agamst hostile forces in the 
:RepUblic of Vietnam. On II March 1969, while returning from a re­
connaissance-in-force mission in the vicinity of Fire Support Base 
Cunningham in Quang Tri Province, the 1st Platoon of Company M 
came under intense automatic weapons fire and a grenade attack from 
a well concealed enemy force. As the center of the column was pinned 
down, the leadin~ squad moved to outflank the enemy. Private First 
Class Wil.eon, acting as Squad Leader of the rear squad skillfully 
lnaneuvered his men to form a base of fire and act as a blocking force. 
In the ensuing fire fight, both his machine gunner and assistant ma­
ohins gunner were seriously wounded and unable to operate their 
weapons. Realizing the urgent need to bring the weapon into operation 
~m, Pri vate Fir:!'t Class Wilson. followed by another Marine and 
with complete disregard for his own safety, fearlessly dashed across 
the fire-swept terrain to recover the weapon. As they reached the ma­
ohinegun, an enemy soldier stepped from behind a tree and threw a 
grenade toward the two Marines, Observing the grenade fall between 
himself and the other Marine! Private First Class Wilson, fully realiz­
ing the inevitable result of his actions, shouted to his companion and 
unhesitatingl:r threw himself on the grenade, absorbing the full force 
of the explOSIon with his own body, His heroic actions inspired his 
platoon members to maximum effort as they aggressively attacked 
and defeated the enemy. Private First Class Wilson's indomitable 
courage, inspiring valor and selfless devotion to duty upheld the 
highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval 
Service. He gallantly gave his life for his country. 
·WORLEY, KENNETH L. 

Rank and I)I'ganieation: Lance Corporal, United States Marine 
(,,orps, 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF. 
Place and date: Republic of Vie,tnam, 12 August 1968. Entered ~ 
at: Fresno, Calif, D(lte and pkwe of liirth: April 27, 1948. Farmin[rtoll, 
N. Mex. Oitation: }<'or conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while servmg as a 
lI-Iar.hine Gunner with Company L, 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st 
Marine Division, in action against enemy forces in the Republic of 
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Vietnam. After establishing a night ambush position in a house in the 
Bo Ban Hamlet of Quang Nam Province, security was set up and the 
remainder of the patrol members retired until their respective watch. 
During the early morning hours of 12 August 1968, the ml!.rines were 
abruptly awakened by the platoon leader's warning that "GrenAdes" 
had landed in the house. Fully realizing the inevitable result of'hilHl£­
tions, Lance Corporal Worley, in a valiant act of heroism, instantly 
threw himself upon the grenade nearest him and his comrades, absorb­
ing with his own body, the full and tremendous force of the explosion. 
Through his ext1110rdlnary initiative and inspiring valor in the fooe 
of almost certain death, he saved his comrades from serious injury and 
possible loss of life although five of his fullow Marines incurred minor 
wounds as the other grenades exploded. Lance Corporal Worley's 
gallant actions upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and 
the United States Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life f~r his 
country. 
WRIGHT, RA YMO:l<.'!l R. 

Ra;nk aM organization: Specialist 4, United States Army, Com­
pany 3, 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division. Pl=e 
and date: Ap Bac Zone, Republic of Vietnam, 2 :May 1961. Entered 
service at: Fort nix, N.J. Date aM piMa of birth: December 5 1945, 
Moriab, N.Y. Cit<ltion: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at 
the risk of his life above Ilnd beyond the call of duty. On 2 May 1961, 
while serving as a rifleman with Company A, 3rd Battalion, 60th 
Infantry, 9th Infantry Division, in the Ap Bac Zone, Republic of 
Vietnam, Spp,cialist Four Raymond R. Wright distinguished himself 
during a combat patrol in an area where an enemy ambush had oc­
curred earlier. Specialist Wright's unit suddenly came under intenso 
automatic weapons and slIlltll-arms fire from an enemy bunker system 
protected by numerous snipers in nearby trees. Despite the heavy 
enemy fire, Specialist Wri~ht and another soldier leaped to the top 
of a ,like to """"ult tbe posltion. Armed with a rifle and severnl gre­
nades, he and his comrade exposed tbemselves to intense fire from the 
bunkers as they charged the nearest one. Specialist 'Wright raced to 
the bunker, threw in a grenade,killing its oecupant. The two soldiers 
then ran through a hail of fire to the second bunker. While his com-
rade coyered him with his machinegun, Specialist Wright charged • 
the bunker and succeeded in killing its occupant with a g-rel'lllde. A 
third bunker contained an automatic rifleman who had pinned down 
much of the friendly platoon. While his comra(le again covered him 
witb machinegun fire, Specialist Wright charged in and killed the 
enemy rifleman with a grenade. The two soldiers worked their way 
through the remaining bunkers, knocking out four of them. Through-
out their fnrious assault, Specialist 'Vright and his comrade had been 
almost continuously exposed to intense sniper fire from the treeline 
as the en~my desperately sought to stop their attack. Overcoming stub-
born reSlstance from the bunker system, the men advanced into the 
treeline forcing the snipers to retreat, giving immediate chase, and 
driving the enemy away from the friendly "nit SO that it advanced 
across the open area without fmther casualty. When his ammunition 
was exhausted. Specialist Wright returned to his unit to assist in t,he 
evacuation ofthe wounded. This two-man assault had driven an enemy 
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phlt!!on from a well prepared position, accounted for numerous enem~ 
clJSUlilties, and avertlld further friend)y ca~lties. Specialist.'Yright s 
enraordinary heroism, courage, and mdomitable fightmg SPlTlt saved 
the lives of many of hjs comrades and inflicted serious damage on the 
imemy. His acts were in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
!Ililitary service IIJld reflect great credit upon himself and the United 
States Army. 
*YABES, MAXnW 

Ra:nk (lin(/, orgll'nizatim>: First Sergeant, United States Army, Com­
pany A, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division. Place 
(lin(/, date: Near Phu Hoa Dong, Republic of Vietnam, 26 February 
1961. Ent6red service at: Eugene, Oreg. Date aauJ, place of birth: Jan­
uary 29, 193fl, Lo.li, Calif. Oitatim>: J!'or conspicuous gallantry and 
intrnpidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. 
On 26 February 1961, First Serge,ant Yabes distmguished himself with 
Company A, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, which was providing security 
for II land clearing ope'r8.tion near Phu Hoe. Dong, Republic of Viet. 
lUIJI). Early that morning the company suddenly came under intense 
o.utomatic weapons and mortar fire followed by a battalion sizerl 
assault from three sides. Penetrating the defensive perimeter the 
enmny advanced on the company comniand post bunker. The command 
post received iucreasingly heavy fire and was in danger of being over­
whehned. When several enemy grenad~,s landed within the command 
post, First Sergeant Yabes shouted 0. warning and used his body as a 
shield.to protect others in the bunker. Although painfully wounded by 
numerous gre.nade tragmente, and despite the vicious enemy fire· on 
the bunker} be remained there to provide covering fire and enable the 
others ill tlle conunand /VOup to relocate. When the COIllll1Jllld group 
hia·reached .. new positIOn, First Sergeant Yabes moved through It 
witherin'g hail of enemy fire to another bunker 50 meters away. There 
he secured .. grenade launwer from a fallen comrade and fired point 
blank into the attacking Viet Gong stopping furthel' penetration of the 
perimeter. Noting two wounded men helpless in the fire swept area 
he moved them to a safer position where they could ba ~ ven medicai 
treatment. He resumed his accurate and effective fire killing several 
enemy soldiers and forcing others to withdraw from the vicimty of the 
command post. As the battle continued, he observed an enemy lIllIChine­
gun within the perimeter which threatened the whole position. On his 
own, he dashed across the exposed area, assaulted the machincgun, 
killed the crew, destroyed the weapon, and fell mortally wounded. 
First Sergeant Yabes' valiant and selfless actions saved the lives of 
many of his fellow soldiers and inspired his comrades to effectively 
repel the enemy assault. His indomitahle fighting spirit, extraordinary 
courage and intrepidity at the cost of his own life are in the highest 
military traditions and reflect great credit upon himself and the Armed 
Forces of his country. 
YANO, RODNEY J. T. 

Rank awl. orgl1!nkation: Sergeant First Class. United States ArmY, 
Air Cavalry Troop, 11th Armored Cavalry RegIment. Place and date: 
Near Bien Han. Repuhlic of Vietnam, 1 January 1969. Entered service 
at: Honolulu, Hawaii. Date and place of birth: Decemher 13, 1943, 
Kealake Kua, Hawaii. (iitation: Sergeant First Class Rodney .J. T. 
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Yano distinguished hiIllJlelf on 1 January 1969 while serving with the 
Air Cavalry Troop, 11th ArmoI't'.d Cavalry Regiment, in the vicinity 
of Bien Hao, Republic of Vietnam. Ser~t Yano waa perform~ 
the duties of crew chief aboard the troop s comnumd-and-control heh­
copter during action ~ainst enemy forces entrenched in dense jungle. 
From an exposed positIOn in the face of intense small arms and anti­
aireraft fire he delivered suppressive fire upon the enemy forces and 
marked their positions with smoke and whIte phosphorous grenades, 
thus enabling his troop commander to direct a.ccurate and elfeetive 
artillery fire against the hostile emplacements. A grenade, exploding 
prematurely, covered him with burning phosphorous, and left him 
'8everely wounded. Flaming fragments WIthin the helicopter ce.used 
'Supplies and ammunition to detonate. Dense white smoke filled the ail'­
. craft, obscuring the pilot's vision and causing him to lose control.. 
Although having the use of only one arm and being partially blinded 
by the initial exp1osion, Sergeant Yano completely disregarded his own 
.....,elbre and be~ hurling blazing ammunition froID. the helicopter. 
In so doing he mflicted additional wounds upon himself, yet he per­
:sisted until the danger was past. Sergeant Yana's indomitable courage 
lI.nd profound concern for his comrades averted loss of life and addi· 
tional injury to the rest of the crew. By his conspicuous gallantry at the 
cost of his own life, in the highest traditions of the military service, 
Ser~ant Yano has reflected great credit on himself, his unit, and the 
United States Army. 
*Y~'TEMA, GORDON DOUGLAS 

Rank and O1'fjanUiati<m: SergelJ:nt, United States Army, Company 
D, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces. Place 
and date: Near Thong Binh, Republic of Vietnam, 16-1BJanuary 
196B. Entered BenWe at: Detroit, Mich. Date aMl'l<ree of birth: 
June 26, 1945, Rethesda, Md. OitatWn: For cousl'icuous gallantry and 
intrepidity in action at the risk of his life and above and beyond the 
call of duty. Sergeant Gordon D. Yntenm, United States Army, dis­
tinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity on 16-18 
January 1968, while assigned to Detachment A-431, Company D, 5th 
Speciai Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces, in the Repub­
lic of Vietnam. As part of a larger force of civilian i~lars from 
Camp Cni Cai, he accompanied two platoons to a blockIng position 
east of the village of Thong Binh, where they became heavily engaged 
in a small nrms firefi/!ht with the Viet Congo Assuming control of 
the force when the Vietnamese commander WiIS seriously wounded, 
he advanced his troops to within 50 meters of the enemy bunkers. 
After n fierce 30 minute firefight, the enemy forced Sergeant Y ntema 
to withdraw his men to a trench in order to alford them protection 
and still perform their assigned blocking mission. Under cover of 
mnchinegun fire, approximately one company of Viet Cong maneu­
vered into a position which pinned down the friendly platoons from 
three sides. A dwindling ammlmition supply, coupled with a Viet 
COUll' mortar barrage which inflicted heavy losse& on the exposed 
friendly troops, caused many of the irregulars to withdraw. Seriously 
wounded and ordered to withdraw himself, Sergeant Yntema refused 
to leave his fallen comrades. Under withering small arms and ma­
chinegnn fire, he carried the wounded Vietnamese commander .and a 

o 
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mortaJIy wounded American Special Foroos advisor to a small gully 
00 meters away in order to shield them from the enemy fire. Sergeant 
Yntema then continued to repulse the attacking Viet Cong attempt­
ing to overrun his position until, out of ammurution and surrounded, 
he was offered the opportunity to surrender. Refusing, Sergeant 
Yntem&. stood his ground, usin¥ "his rifle as a club to fight the approx­
imately 15 Viet Cong attempting his capture. His resistance was so 
fierce that the Viet Cong wers forced to shoot in order to overcome him. 
Sergeant Y ntema's personal bravery in the face of insurmountable 
odds and supreme self_crifice were in keeping with the highest tra­
ditions of the military service and reflect the utmost credit upon him­
self, the 1st Special Forces, and the United States Army. 
YOUNG, GERALD O. 

Rank aM oryJlJInization.· Captain, United States Air Foree, 37th 
ARS DaNang AFB, RVN. Place arul date: Southeast Asia, 9 Novem­
ber 1967. Entered 81l1'1Jice at: Colorado Springs, Colo. Date aM place 
of birt": May 19, 1930, Chica~o, TIl. Citation: For conspicuous gal­
lantry and intrepIdity at the rIsk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty. Captain Young distinguished himself on 9 November 1967 
while servin¥ as a Helicopter Rescue Crsw Commander in Southeast 
Asia. Captain Young was dying escort for another helicopter at· 
tempting the night rescue of an Army ground rsconnaissance team in 
imminent danger of death or capture. Previous attempts had resulted 
in the loss of two helieopters to hostile ground fire. The endangered 
team was positioned on the side of a steep slope which required un­
usual airmanship on the part of Captain Young to effect picknp. 
Heavy automatic we&.f'QllS fire from the surrOllndmg enemy severely 
damaged one reseue helieopterl but it was able to extract three of the 
team. The commander of this aIrcraft reeommended to Captain Young 
that further rescue attempts be abandoned because it was not possible 
to suppress the concentrated fire from enemy automatic weapons. With 
full knowledge of the danger involved, and the fact that supporting 
helicopter gunships Were low on rueJ and ordnance, Captain Young 
hovered under intense fire until the remaining survivors were aboard. 
As he maneuvered the aircraft for takeoff, the enemy appeared at 
f'Qint-blank range and raked the aircraft with automatic weapons fire. 
The aircraft cra.shed, inverted, and burst into tlamea. Captain Young 
escaped through a window of the burning nireraft. Disregarding 
serious burns, Captain Young aided one or the wounded men and 
attempted to Jead the hostile forces away from his position. Later, 
despite intense pain from his burns, he decliued to 9.Ceept rescue be­
cause he had observed hostile forces setting up automatic weapons 
positions to entrap any rescue aircraft. For more than 17 hours he 
evaded the enemy until resCUe aireraft could be brought into the area. 
Through his extraordinary heroism, aggressiveness, and concern for 
his fellowman, Captain Young refleeted the highest credit upon him­
self, the Uuited States Air Force, and the Armed Forces of his country. 
*YOUNG, MARVIN R. 

Rank and organwation: Staff Sergeant, United States Armv, Com­
pany C, 1st Battalion, (Mechanized), 5th Infantry, 25th iilfantrv 
DiVIsion. Plae" aM date: Near Ben Cui, Republic of Vietnam, 21 
August 1968. Entered service at: Odessa, Tex. Date ana place of birth: 
May 11, 1947, Alpine, Tex. Oitatiun: For conspicuous gallantry and 
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intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above aad beyond the call 
of duty. Staff Sergeant Marvin R. Young distinguished himself by 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the cost of his life on 21 
August 1968, while serving I1S a squad leader with Company C, 1st 
Battalion (Mechanized), 5th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division in the 
R"pnblic of Vietnam. While condur.tlng a reeonnaissance mission in 
the vicinity of Ben Cui, Company C was suddenly engaged by an 
estimated regimental-size force of the North Vietnamese Army. Dur­
ing the initial volley of fire the foint element of the 1st Platoon was 
pinned down, sustainin~ severa casuAlties, and the acting platoon 
leader was killed. Sergeant Young- unhesitatingly assumed command 
of the platoon and immediately began to organize and deploy his 
men into a defensive position in order to repel the attacking force. 
As a human wave attack advanced on Sergeant Young's 1'latoon, he 
moved from position to position, encouragin~ and directing fire on 
the hostile insurgents while exposing himself to the hail of enemy 
bullets. After receiving orders to withdraw to a better defensive POSI­

tion, he remained behind to provide covering- fire for the withdrawal. 
Observing that a small element of the point squad was unable to 
extract itself from its position, and completely disregardin. g. his per­
sonal safety, Sergeant Young begftll moving toward their position, 
firing as he maneuvered. When halfway to their position he sustained 
11 CrItical head injury, yet he continued his mission and ordered the 
element to withdraw. Remaining with the squad as it fought its way 
to the rear, he was twice seriously wounded in the arIll and leg. Al­
though his leg was badly shattered, Sergeant Young refnsed assistance 
that would have slowed the retreat of his comrades, and he ordered 
them to continue their withdrawal while he provided protective. cover­
ing fire. 'Vith indomitable cOllrage and heroic self-sacrifiee, he con­
tinued his self-assigned mission until the enemy force engulfed his 
position. By his conspicuons gallantry at the cost of his own life in 
the hi7hest traditions of the military service, Staff Sergeant Young 
has reflected great credit npon himself, his unit, and the United States 
Army. 
ZABITOSKY, FRED WILLIAM 

Ra.nk and organization: Sergeant First Class, l:"niteil States ArIllv, 
5th Special Forces Group (Airborne). Place amd date: Republic 
of Vietnam, 19 Februarv 1968. Entered 8e7"vice at: Trenton, N.J. Date 
and place of birth: October 27, 1942, Trenton, N..J. Citation: For 
conspicnous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty. Sergeant First Class (then Staff 
Serge.ant) Fred W. Zabitosky, United States ArIllY, distinguished 
himself by conspicuous gaIlMtry and intrepidity, at the risk of his 
life, above and beyond the call of duty in the Republic of Vietnam, 
on 19 February 1968, while serving as an assistant tea.m leader of 
a nine·man Special ForcC's long-range re{'onnaissance patrol. Sergeant 
Zabitosky's patrol was operating deep within enemy controlled terri­
tory when they wpre attackC'd hv a Tmmericnlly snperior North Viet· 
namese Army unit. Serg-e-flnt Zabitosky rallied his tealn members, 
deployeil them into iI('f('nsi"e positions. anil, exposing hinIself to eon­
ce-ntrated enemy antOlnatic weapons :fire, directed their return fire. 
Realbing the graYity of the situation, Sergeant Zabitosky ordered his 
patrol to move to n. lanning zone for helicopter extraction while he 
('overed their withdrawal with rifle fire and grenades. Rejoining the 
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patrol under increasing enemy pressure, he positioned each man in 
a tight perimeter defense and continually moved from mun to man, 
encouraging them and controlling their defensive fire. Mainly due to 
his example, the outnumbered patrol maintained its precarious posi­
tion until the arrival of tactical air support and a helicopter extraction 
team. As the rescue helicopters arrived, the determined North Viet­
namese pressed their attack. Sergeant Zabitoskv repeatedly exposed 
himself to their fire to adjust supJ?ressive helicopter gunship fire 
around the landing zone. After boardmg one of the rescue helicopters, 
he positioned himself in the door delivering fire on the enemy as the 
ship took off. The helicopter was en!!lllfed in a hail of bullets and 
Sergeunt Zabitosky was thrown from the craft as it spun out of control 
and crashed. Recovering consciousness, he ignored h,S extremely pain­
ful injuries and moved to the flaming wreckage. Heedless of the danger 
of exploding ordnance and fuel, he pulled the severely wounded pilot 
from the searing blaze and made repeated attempts to rescue his patrol 
members but was driven back by the intense heat. Despite his own 
serious burns and crushed ribs, he carried and dragged the unconscious 
pilot through a curtain of enemy fire to within ten feet of a hovering 
rescue helicopter before collapsing. Sergeant Zabitosky's extraordi­
nary heroism and devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon hinIself, 
his unit, and the United States ArnIY. 

S5~S,2--73----12 



PART fiI.-MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS BY STATE 
1964-1972 

(b) 

(b) indlca.tes State ot birth; • p«6thumous award) 

ALABAMA 

ARMY-Am FORCE 

·EVANS.!. Rodney J., Sgt., Comp. D, 1st Bat., 12th Cav., 1st Cay. 
Div. (lrloraJa) (b. Massachusetts) 

'MICHAEL, Don Leslie, Spec. 4, Compo C, 4th Bat., 503rd Inf. 
173rd Airborne Brig. (Lexington) (Floronee) 

MILLER, FrankEn D., S/Sgt., 5th Spec. For. Grp., 1st Spec. 
For. (Oracle) (b. North Carolina) 

ARIZONA 

A.!un-Am FORCE 

·LAUFFER, Billy Lane, Ph, 1st Air Cav. Div. (Tucson) (b. 
Kentucky) 

NAVY-MARLNE CoIll'S 

• AUSTIN, Oscar P., Pfe., U.S.M.C., Comp. E, 2nd Bat., 7th ;\br., 
1st Mar. Div. (Rein) F.M.F. (PhoeniX) (b. Texas) 

·JIMINEZ, .Tose Francisco, L/Cp!., U.S.M.C., Compo K, 3rd 
Bat., 7th Mar., 1st Mar. Div. (Rein) F.M.F. (Elay) (b. Mexico 
City, Mexico) 

CALIFORNIA 

Ann-Am FORCE 

BACA, John Phillip, Sgt., ComJl;J?' 1st Bat., 12th Cav., 1st Cav. 
Div. (San Diego) (b.RhodeI d) 

·BELLRICHARTI, I_lie A., Pfc., Compo C, 1st Bat., 8th Inf., 
4th Inf. Div. (San Jose) (b. Wisconsin) 

(b) ·DEVORE,..t Edward A., ,Jr., Spec. 4, Compo B, 4th Bat., 39th Inf., 
9thInf. vivo (Harbor City) (Torrance) 

(b) 'EV ANS, Donald W., Jr., Spec. 4, Compo A, 2nd Bat., 12th Inf., 
4th Inf.Div. (Covina) 

FERGUSOK, Frederick Edgar, Com. War. Off., Comp. C. 2Z7th 
Av. Bat., lstCav. Div. (Airmobile) (EI Centro) (b. Texas) 

(b) FISHER, Bernard Francis, Maj., U.S. Air Force, 1st Air Com­
mandos (San Bernardino) 

(159) 
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(b) HOOPER, Joe R., S/SI(t., Comp. D, 2nd Bat., 5018t Inf., 101st 
AirborneDiv. (Airmobile) (Sangus) (Piedmont) 

(b) *INGALI-8, George Alan, Spee. 4, Comp. A, 2nd Bat., 5th Cav., 
lstCav.Div. (Airmobile) (Yorba Linda) (Hanford) 

JENNINGS, Delbert 0., S/Sgt., 1st Air Cay. Div. (San Fran­
cisco) (b. N. Mexico) 

LE"VITOW, John L., Sgt., U.S.A.F., 3rd Spee. Op. Sq. Bien 
HoaA.B. (IDghland) (b. Connecticut) 

(b) PEXRY, Richard Allen, Sgt., Compo C,4th Bat., 12th Inf., 199th 
Inf. Brig. (Petaluma) 

'RABEL, Laszlo, S/Sgt., 74th Inf. Det. (LRP) 173rd Airborne, 
Brig. (Hollywood) (b. Budapest, Hungary) 

(b) *ROAIUC, Anund C., Sgt., Compo C, 1st Bat., 12th Inf.,4th In£. 
Div. (San Diego) (Vallejo) 

NAVY-MARINE COIIPS 

(b) 'AJ."\DERSON, James, Jr., pfc., Compo F, 2nd Bat., 3rd Mar .• 
3rdMar.Div. (Los Angeles) 

(b) 'FOSTER, Paul Hellstrom, Sgt., U.S.M.C.R., 2nd Bat., 4th 
Mar., 3rd Mar. Div. (San Francisco) (San Mateo) 

(b) 'MAXAM, Larry Leonard, Cpl., U.S.M.C., Compo D. 1st Bat .• 
* 4th :\far., 3rd' ~ar. Div. (Rem) F.M,I;'. ~Burbankl (Glendale) 
PERKINS, Wllham Thomas, Jr., Cpl., U.S.M.C., Compo C, 1st 

Bat., 1st Mar., 1st Mar. Div. (Xorthridge) (b. New York) 
(b) 'PHIPPS, Jimmy \V.,'Pfc .• U.S.M.C., Comp. B, 1st Eng. Bat., 

ls~ :\lar. Div. (Rein), F.M.F. (Reseda) (Santa M?nlc4l.) . 
(b) PI1TMAN, R. A., Sgt., U.S.M.C., 1st Mar. DIV. (Rem) 

(Stockton) 
VARGAS, M. Sando, Jr., Maj., U.S.M.C., Compo G, 2nd Bat.. 

4th Mar., 9th Mar. Amp. Brig. (Coronado) (b. ArizWla) 

CONNECTICUT 

ARMy·Ant FORCE 

(b) *SH;EA, Daniel. J ohn, P~c .• ~dq. ,Co., 3rd Bat., 21st Inf., 196th 
Light Inf.Bng., Amen. Div. (Norwalk) 

N A YY-MAroNE CORFS 

(b) BARNU,,:\f, Harvey C., Jr., Capt., 3rd Marine Div. (Rein) 
(Cheshire) (Waterbury) 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

ARMY-Am FOIIClll 

(h) LITEKY, Angelo .T., Chaplain (Capt.), Hdq. and Hdq. Comp .• 
199t1l Inf. Brigade 

• 



• 

161 

FI,ORIDA 

AnMY-AIR FORCE 

(b) .CUTIN1L-\, Nicholas J., Spec. 4, (',omp. C, 4th Bat., 9th Inf. 
;Reg., 25th Inf. Div. (Yulee) (Fernandina Beach) 

·DURHAM, Harold BascOln, Jr., 2nd Lt., Battery Ct 6th Bat., 
15th Art. 1st Inf. Div. (Orlando) (b. North Carolma) 

·SEAY, William W., Sgt., 62nd Transp. Co. (M.T.) 7th Trans. 
Bat. 48th Transp. GTp. (Pensacola) (b. Alllbll.lllA) 

(b) 

(b) 

NAVY-MARINE CoRPS 

*JE}"'XINS, Robert fL, Pic., U.S.M.C., Compo C, 3rd Recon. 
Bat., 3rd Mar. Div. (Rein) F.M.F. (Intedaehen) 

LASSEN, Clyde Everett, Lt., U.S.N., Hel. Com. Sup. Sq. 7, 
Det.1M. (Englewood) (Fort lfyers) 

GEORGIA 

ARMY-Am FORCE 

(b) JACKSON, Joe M., Lt. CoL, U.S.A.F., 31lth Air Comm. Sq. 
(Newnan) 

JACOBS, ,Tack H., Capt., 2nd Bat., 16th Inf., 9th Int. Div. 
(Fort Benning) (b. New York) 

(b) ·JOHNSTON, Donald R., Spec. 4, Compo D, 1st Bat., Sth Cay. 
1st Cay. Div. (Columbus) 

'LEONARD, Matthew, Plat. Sgt., 16th Inf. Div. (Fort Benning) 
(b. Alabama) 

McCLEERY, Finnis D., Plat. Sgt., Compo A, 6th Inf., 198th Inf. 
Brig. Ameri. Div. (Fort Benmng) (b. Texas) 

(b) ·McKIBBEN, Ray, Sgt., Trp. B, 7th Sq. (Airmobile) 17th Cay. 
(Atlanta) (Felton) 

(b) RAY, Ronald Eric, Capt., Compo A, 2nd Bat., 35th Inf., 25th 
Inf. Div. (Fort Benning) (Cordelle) 

·(b) *WILBANKS, Hilliard A., Capt., 21st Tact. Air Sup. Sq. 
(Cornelia) 

NAvy.MAm:m: CORPS 

(b) *DA VIS, Rodney Milxwell, Sgt., U.S.M.C., Compo B, 1st Bat., 
5th Mar., 1st ~fur. Div. (Macon) 

·(b) LIVINGSTON. James E., Capt., U.S.M.C., (',omp. E, 2nd Bat., 
4th Mar. (McRae) (Towns) 

(b) PLESS, Stephen W., Maj .• U.S.M.C .. Mar. Obs. 6th Sq., Asst. 
Oper. Off.. VMD-6, MAG-36, 1st MAr. Aircraft 'Wing 
(Atlanta) (Newman) 

'SMEDLEY, lAlITy Eugene, Cpl., U.S.M.C .. Compo D, 1st Bat., 
7th Mar., 1st Mar. Div. (Albany) (b. Virginia) 



(b) 

(b) 
(b) 
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HAWAII 

AJu.ly·Am FORCE 

*KAWAMURA, Terry Teruo, Cpl., 173rd Eng. Comp., 173rd 
Airborne Brig. (Wa.hiawa) . 

KELLEY, ThomM G., Lt. C{)mm., U.S.N., River Assault Div. 
152 (b. Massachusett.s) 

*S:\fITH, Elmelindo R, Plat. Sgt., ~th Inf. Div. (Honolulu) 
Y A~O, Rodney J. T., Sgt. 1st. C~, AIr Cav. Trp., 11th Armored 

Cay. Reg. (Kealake Kua, Kona) 

ILLINOIS 

ARMy·Am FORCE 

BAKER •• Tolm F., .Tr., Sgt .• 21)th Inf. Diy. (Moline) (b. Iowa)' 
·BLA~CHFIELD. Michael R .. Spec. 4. Compo A, 4th Bat., 503a. 

Inf. 17311 Airb. Brig. (Wheeling) (b. ~finnesota) 
"HARYEY. Carmel Rernon, .Jr., Spec. 4, Compo R, 1st Bat.,. 

5th Cav., Div. (Airmobile) (Chic .. ~) (b. West Virginia) 
(b) KELLER, I.eonard B., Sgt., nth Inf. Dlv. (Chica!!,o) 
(b) LYNCH, Allen James, Sgt., Comp.D, 1st Bat. (AIrmobile) 

12th Av., 1st Cav. Div. (Airmobile) (Riverdale) (Chicago)· 
(b) MONROE, James H., Pfc., 1st Cav. Div. (Aurora) 
(b) ·OLIVE, Milton L, Pfc., 173d Airborne Brigade (Ohicago) 
(b) ·ROBI~SO~, James W., Sgt .. 1st Inf. Di\". (Hinsdale) 
(b) *WICKAM. Jerry Wayne, Cpl., Trp. F, 2nd Sq., 11th Arm. 

Cav. Reg. (Leaf River) (Rockford) 

(b) 

(b) 

(b) 

(b) 

(b) 

(b) 

YOU~G, Gerald 0., Capt., U.S. Air Force (Chicago) 

NAvy·MARtNE CoRPS 

"BURKE, Robert C .. Pic .• U.S.M.C., Compo I, 3d Bat., 27th Mat.,. 
1st Mar. Div. (Rein) F.M.F. (Monticello) 

""''EBER, Lester W., L/Cpl., U.S.M.C., 2nd Plat., Compo M, 
Srd Bat .. 7th Mar., 1st Mar. Div. (Rein) F.M.F. (Hinsdale) 
(Aurora) 

INDIANA 

N Avy·MAlUNE CORPS 

"BRLCE, Daniel D .. Pic .. tT.S.M.C., 3rd Bat., 5th Mar., 1st Mar. 
Div. (Rein) F.M.F. (Michigan City) 

*DE IJA GARZA, Emilio A., .1r .. L/Cp!., Compo E, 2nd Bat., 1st 
Mar., 1st Mar. Div. (East Chicago) . 

IOWA 

ARMY-Am FORCE 

DETHLEFSEN, Merlyn Hans, Maj., U.S. Air Force (Green. 
ville) 

HOWARD, .Timmie E., S/Sgt., Compo C, 1st Recon. Bat., 1st 
Mar. Div. (Burlingt{)ll) 
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KANSAS 

Al!:M:y-Am FORCE 

·UoWETHY, Edgar Ule, Jr., Spec. 5, Hdq. and Hdq. Compo B, 
1st Bat., 5th C .. v., 1st C .. v. Div. (Baxter Springs) (b. Colo­

. rado) 
NAvy·MAIIlNE CORPS 

(b) McGONAGLE, William L., Capt., U.S. Na:ry (Wichita) 
·PITTS, Riley 1., Capt., 25th In!. Div. (WIchita) (b. Okla­

homa) 
KENTUCKY 

A.nry·Am FORCE 

(b) *FLEEK. Charles Clinton, Sgt., Compo C, 1st Bst., 27th Inf., 
25th tnf. Div. (Petersburg) 

(b) JENKINS, Don. J.; Pfe., Compo A, 2nd Bat., 39th Inf., 9th Inf. 
Div. (Quality) 

(b) ·NASH, David P., Pfc., Compo B, 2nd Bat., 39th Inf., 9th Inf. 
Diy. (Whitesville) 

TA YLOR, James Allen, Capt., 1st Cay. Amer. Diy. (FOlt 
Knox) (b. California) 

NAvy·MAmNE COltPS 

(b) ·PAUL, Joe C., L/Cp!., 3rd Mar. Div. (Rein) (Williamsburg) 

LOUISIANA 

(b) 

(b) 

(b) 

(b) 

ARMY·Am FORCE 

"CLAUSEN, Raymond M., Pfc., MMlIS No. 263, Mar. Aircraft 
Grp. 16, 1st Mar. Aircraft Wing (New Orleans) 

·FOURNET, Douglas B., 1st Lt., Compo B, 1st Bat., 7th Cav., 
1st Cay. Diy. (Airmobile) (Lake Charles) 

SPRAYBERRY. James M., 1st Lt., Compo D, 5th Bat., 7th Cav., 
1st Cay. Div. (Airmobile) (LeesvIlle) (b. Georgia) 

MAINE 

A.nry·Am FORCE 

·BUKER, Brian Leroy, Sgt., 5th Spec. Forces Group, 1st Spec. 
Force.~ (Albion) (Benton) 

"McMAHON, Thomas J., Spec. 4, Compo A. 2nd Bat., 1st Inf., 
196th Inf. Brig. Amer. Div. (Lewiston) (b. Wash., D.C.) 

MARYLAND 

ARMY' Am FORCE 

"HARTSOCK, Robert W., S!S~ .• 44th Inf. Plat., 3rd Brig., 25th 
Inf. Div. (Flintstone) (Cumberland) . 

·McDONALD, Phill G., Pic., Compo A, 1st Bat., 14th Inf., 4th 
Inf. Di v. (Hyattsville) ( b. West Virginia) 
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MASSACHUSETTS 

AR:M:t-Am FORCE 

(b) "BARNES, John A. III, Ptc., Compo C, 1st Bat., 508d Int., 178rd 
Airborne Brig. (Needham) (Boston) 

(b) "GRANT, Joseph Xavier, Ca{lt., Compo A, 1st Bat.) 14th Int., 
25th Inf. Div. (Cambridge) 

(b) 

(b) 
(b) 
(b) 

NAVY-1llIlINE CORPS 

"CARON, Wayne Maurice, H.C.M. lIrd C. U.S.N., 3rd Bat., 7th 
Mar., 1st Mar_ Div. (Rein) F.M.F. (Middleboro) 

McGINTY, John J. III, 2d Lt., 3rd Mar. Div. (Boston) 
McNERKEY, David H;\ 1st Sgt., 4th Int. Div. (Lowell) 

'OUELLET, David G., l;eaman, U.S. Navy (Newton) 

MICIIIGAN 

ARJl[Y-Am FORCE 

(b) JOHNSON, Dwight H., Spec. 5, 4th Int. Div. (Detroit) 
(b) LAMBERS, Paul Ronald, Sgt., Compo A, 2nd 13at., 27th Int., 

25th Int. Div. (Holland) . 
LEMON, Peter C., Sgt., Comp. E, 2nd Bat., 8th Cav., 1st Cay. 

Div. (National City) (b. Toronto, Canada) 
(b) ·POXON, Robert Leslie, 1st Lt., Trp. B, 1st Sq., 9th Ca .... , 1st 

Cay. Diy. (Detroit) 
·SKIDGEL, l:>onald Sidney, Sgt., Trp. D, 1st Sq., 9th Ca .... , 1st­

(Detroit) (b. Maine) 
*YNTEMA, Gordon Douglas, Sgt., Det. A-431, Comp. D, 5th 

SFG. (Airborne) (Holland) (b. Maryland) 

(b) ·WHLIAMS, Dewayne T .. Pfc., U.S.M.C., Comp. H, 2nd Bat., 
1st Mar., 1st Mar. Div. (St. Clair) (Brown City) 

}IINNESOTA 

ARMY-AIR FORCE 

(b) ·OLSON. Ke.nneth I.., Spec. 4. Compo A, 5th Bat., 12th Int., 199th 
Inf. Brig. (Separate) (Light) (Paynesville) (Willmar) 

(b) 'PRUDEN, Robert J., S/Sgt., Compo G, 75th Inf., Ameri. Div. 
(St.Paul) 

(b) ·W AYRYNEN, Dale Eugene, Spec. 4, Comp. B, 2nd Bat., 502nd 
Inf., 1st Brig.,101st Airborne Diy. (McGregor) (Moose Lake) 

MISSISSIPPI 

NAvy-JlWINE CORl'S 

(b) 'WHEAT, Roy JlL, I./CpL, 1st Mar. Div. (Jackson) 



165 

MISSOl;lU 

NAVY-MARINE CoRPS 

(b) BALI,ARD, Donald Everett, H.C.M., 2nd c., U.S.N., C{)mp. 
M, 3rd Bat., 4th Mar., 3rd lIar. Div. (Kansas City) 

(b) ·CREEK, Thomas E., l;/Cp1., Comp. I, 3rd Bat., 9th Mar., 3rd 
Mar. Div. CRein) (Joplin) 

(b) "SISLER, George K., 1st Lt'o, 1st Special Forces (Dexter) 

NEBRASKA 

Arory-Am FORCE 

(b) ·FOL'S, James W., Pfe., Compo E, 4th Bllt., 47th Inf., 9th Inf. 
Div. (Omaha) 

HAGEMEISTER, Charles Cris, Spec. 5, 1st Cav. Div • 
. (Lincoln) 

HIBBS, Robert John, 2dU., lstlnf. Div. (Omaha) 

NAvy-MAIUNE CoRPS 

(b) ·COKER, Ronald L., Pic., U.S:M.C., Compo M, :lrd Bat., 3rd 
Mar.Div. (Rein),F.M.F. (Allinnce) 

(b) KERREY, Joseph Robert, Lt. (jg), U.S.N., SEAL Force (Lin­
coln) 

(b) 

(b) 

(b) 

NEW JERSEY 

ARMY-Am FORGE 

"HOSKING, Charles Ernest, Jr .• M/Sgt., Compo A, 5th Special 
ForcesGroup (Airborne) S. (Allendale) (Ramsey) 

·WATTERS, Charles Joseph, Chap. (Maj.), 173rd Sup. Bat., 
1711rdAil'borneBrig. (Jersey City) 

NAVY-MAnmE CORPS 

·BARKER, .Tedh C., L/Cpl .• U.S.M.C., Comp. F, 2nd Bat., 4th 
Mar., 3rd Mar. Div. (Rein) F.M.F. (Park Ridge) (b. New 
Hampshire) 

·CONNOR, Peter S., S/Sgt., Comp. F, 2nd Bat., 3rd Mar., 1st 
Mar. Div. (Rein) (Orange) 

l\'EW :M:EXICO 

AlmY-AIR FORCB 

(b) ·FERNANDEZ, Daniel, Spec. 4, Compo C, 1st Bat., 5th Inf. 
(Meeh.), 25th Inf. Div. (Albuquerque) 

NEW YORK 

ARMY-AIR VORCE 

BUCHA. Paul William, Capt., Compo D, 3rd Bat. (Airborne), 
187th Inf., 3rd Brig., 101st Airborne Div. (Highlands Falls) 
(b. Wash., D;C.) 
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(b) ·CARTER, Bruce W., PIc., Comp. H, 2nd Bat., 3rd M&r. Div. 
(Rein) (Schenectady) 

·DOA..'fE, Stephen Holden, lat Lt., Comp. B, 1st B&t., 5th Inf., 
2lithlnf.Div. (Walton) (b. :\fasso.chusetts) 

ib) DONLON,RogerHughC.,Capt.,U.S.Army (Saugerties) 
(b) "KAROPCZYC, Stophen Edward, lat Lt., Compo A, 2nd Ba,t., 

35th Inf., 25th Inf. Div. (Bethpage) (New York City) 
(b) 'KEDElII"BURG, John J., Spec. 5, Com. & Cont. Del;. Nor., Fori 

Oper. Base 2, 5th Spec. For., Grp. (Airborne), 1st Spec. 
For. (Massapequ&) (Brooklyn) 

(b) LANG, George C., Spec. 4, Comp. A, 4th Bat., 47th Inf., 9th Inf. 
Div. (Levittown) (Queens) 

·L.~NGHORN, G&rfield M., Pfc., Trp. C, 7th Sq. (Airmobile) 
17th C!l.v., 1st Aviation Brig. (Riverhood) (b. Virginia.) 

'LOZADA, Carlos .James, Pfc., Compo A,2nd Bat., 503rd Inf., 
173rd Airborne Brig. (Bronx) (b. Puerto Rico) 

(b) 'STONE, Lester R., Jr .• Sgt., Compo B. 1st Bat., 20th Inf., 11th 
Inf. Brig., 23rd Inf. Div. (Americal) (Harpersville) (Bing­
hamton) 

(b) 'STRYKER, Robert F., Spec. 4, Compo 0, 1st Bat., 26th Inf., 
Di V. (Throop) (Auburn) 

(b) 'WARREN, John E., Jr., 1st Lt., Compo O,2nd Bat. (Meeh), 
22nd 25th Inf. Div. (Brooklyn) 

(b) 'WILLETT, Louis E., Pfc., 4th Inf. Div. (Brooklyn) 
(b) WRIGHT. Raymond R., Spec. 4, 9th In£. Div. (Modrian) 

NAY'Y-MAmNE CORPS 

(h) "BOBO, John P., 2d Lt., 3d Marine Div. (Rein) (Buffalo) (Ni­
agraFalls) 

(b) ·CAPODANNO. Vincent R .. I~t. (Chap. Corps) U.S.~.R., 3rd 
Bat" 5th Mar., 1at Mar. Div. (Staten Island) (RIchmond 
County) 

'GRA YES, 'I'errene" Collinson, 2nd Lt., U.S.M.C., 3rd Recon. 
Comp. 3rd Mar. Div. (Rein) F.M.F. (Groton) (b. T_) 

LEE, Howard V., Maj., 3rd Mar. Div. (Rein) (b. New York 
City) 

(b) 'NOONAN, Thomas P., L/epl., U.S.M.C.) Compo G, 2nd Bat., 
9th Mar., 3rd Mar. Div. (Rein) F.M.F. \ Queens) (Brooklyn) 

(b) O'MALLEY, Robert E., Sgt., 8rd Mar. Div. (Rein) (New York 
City) 

(b) 'PETERS, Lawrence David, S~ .. U.S.M.C., Compo M, 3rd Bal., 
5th Mar., 1st Mar. Div. (Rein) (Binghamton) (Johnson 
City) 

NORTH CAROLINA 

AliMY-Anl. FORCE 

(b) 'ASHLEY, EU[rone, Jr~, Sfc., Compo C, 5th Special Forces Base 
(Airborne), 1st Special Forces (Fayettoville) (Wilmington) 

'BRYANT, Willia.m Maud, Sfc~ Comp. A, 5th Special F"oroes 
Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces (Fayetteville) (b. 
Georgia) . 

DIX. Drew Dennis, S/Sgt., U.S. Sen. Ad ... Grp., IV Corps, MiL 
Asat. Cmd. (Fayetteville) (b. New York) 



" 

co 
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(o) JOEL, Le.Wl'I,\llC6, Spec. 6, 173<1 Airborne Brigade (Winston­
Salem) 

(b) PATTlSRSON, Robert Martin, Spec. 4, 3rd Plat., Trp. B,2nd 
Sq., 17th Cay. (Springlake) (Durham) 

{b) 

'SIMS, Clifford Chester, S/Sgt., Comp. D, 2nd Bat. (Airborne), 
501st In£. 101st Airborne Diy. (Fayetteville) (b. Florida) 

ZABITOSKY, Fred William, S/Sgt., 5th Special Forces Group 
(Airborne) (Fort Bragg) (b. New Jersey) 

OHIO 

A.nrr-Am FORCE 

DAVIS, Sammy I.., Sgt., Bat. C, 2nd Bat., 4th Art., 9th In£. 
Diy. (Dayton) 

HERDA, Frank A., Pte., Compo A, 1st Bat. (Airborne) 506th 
Inf" 101st Airborne Div. (Airmobile) (Parma) (Cleveland) 

'U PuINTE, Joseph Guy, Jr., Spec. 4, lIdq. and Hdq. Trp., 
2nd Sq., 17th Cav., 101st Airb. Div. (Englewood) (Dayton) 

{b) 'WNG, Donald Russell, Sgt., 1st Inf. Div. (Blackfork) 

{b) 

{b) 

(b) 

(b) 

(b) 

NAVY-MARINE CORPS 

'DICKEY, Douglas E., Pfc., C{)mp. C, 1st Bat., 4th Mar., 9th 
Mar. Amph. Brig. 3rd Mar. Div. (Rein) (Greenville) 

'NEWLIN, Melvin Earl, Pfc., 1st Plat., 2nd Bat., 5th Mar., 1st 
Mar. Div. (Rein) F.M.F. (Wellsville) 

ROBERTS, Gordon R., Sgt., Comp. B, 1st Bat., 506th Inf., 
101st Airborne Div. (Airmobile) (I..ebanon) (Middletown) 

OKLAHOMA 

ARMY-Am FORCE 

{b) ·PIERCE, Larry S., Sgt., Hdq. and Hdq. Comp., 1st Bat. (Air­
borne), 503rdlnf., If3rdAirb. (Wewoka) 

(0) 

OREGON 

A.nrr-Am FORCE 

'HOLCOMB, .Tohn Noble, Sgt., Compo D, 2nd Bat., 7th Cav., 1st 
Cav. Div. (Richland) (BRker) 

'YABES, Maximo, 1st Sgt., 25th lilt. Div. (Eugene) (b. Cali­
l fornia) 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Almy-Am FORCE 

(b) 'CRESCENZ, Michael J., Cpl., Comp. A, 4th Bat., 31st Inf., 
196th Int. Brig., Amer. Div. (Philadelphia) 

(b) DOLBY, David Charl"", Sgt., Comp. B, 1st Bat., 8th Cav., 
1st Cav. Div. (Airmobile) (Norristown) 

(b) ·PORT, William b., Pfc., Comp. C, 5th Bat., 7th Cav., 1st Air 
Cav. Div. (Petersburg) 



(b) 

I~j 

(b) 

(b) 

(b) 

(b) 

(b) 

(b) 

(b) 

(b) 

(b) 

(b) 
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PENNSYLVANJA 

NA\T-lLuuNE ColU'6 

*GRAHA:\f, James A., Capt., Compo F,2nd Bat., 5th Mar., 1st 
Mar. Diy. (Wilkinsburg) 

MARlf, WnlterJoseph, Jr., 1st Lt., 1st Cay. Div. (Washington) 
*lfORGAN, William D., CpL, U.S.M.C., Comp. H, 2nd Bat., 

9th Mar., 3rd Mar. Div. (Rein) F.lI1.F. (Mount Lebanon) 
(Pittsburgh) 

NOVOSEL, Michael J., Com. War. Off., 82nd lied. Det., 45th 
Med. Comp., 68thMed. Grp. (Etna) 

'PROM, William R., L/Cpl., U.S.M.C., Comp. I, 3rd Bat., 3rd 
Mar., 3rdMar. Div. (Rein) F.M.F (Pittsburgh) 

*TA YLOR. Karl Gorman, Sr., S/Sgt., U.S.M.C.~ Compo I, 3rd 
Bat., 26th lIar. Reg., 3rd Mar. Dlv. (Rein) F . .&I.F. (Avella} 
(b. Maryland) 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

ARMY-Am FORCE 

ANDERSON, Webster, Sfc., Battery A, 2nd Bat., 320th Art., 
101stAirborne Diy. (Winnsboro) 

WILLIAlfS, Charles Q., 1st Lt., 5th Special Forc<JS Group 
( eha rlest{}n) 

NAVY-MARINE CoRPS 

"HOWE, James D., L/Cp!., U.S.M.C., C",mp. I, 3rd Bat., 7th 
Jl,far., Istl\1ar. Div. (Liberty) (b. Six Mile, Pickens) 

"JOIL'fSON, Ralph H., Pfc., U.S.M.C., Compo A, 1st Recon. Bat., 
1stMar.Div. (Rein) F.M.F. (Charleston) 

WILLIAMS,JamesE.,B~fFC,L.S.Navy (RockHill) 

TENNESSEE 

ARMy-Am FORCE 

"GARDNER, ,Tames A., 1st Lt., 101st Airborne Div. (Memphis) 
*GlJEKETTE, Peter M., Spec. 4, Com.!'. D, 2nd Bat. Airborne,. 

506th Inf., 101st Airborne Div. (Airborne) (Nishville) (b. 
New York) 

'RAY, David Robert, H.lf.C., 2nd C. U.S.N., 2nd Bat., 11th 
Mar., 1st Mar. Div. (Rein) F.M.F. (McMinnville) 

'SINGLETON, Waltel' K, Sgt., 3rd Mar. Div. (Memphis) 

TEXAS 

ARMY-Am FORCE 

BACON, Nicky D., S/Sgt., Compo B, 4th Bat., 21st Inf. Amer. 
Div. (Fort Hood) (b. Arkansas) 

.. 
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BRADY, Patrick Henry, Maj., Moo. Ser. Corps., 5th Mad. Det., 
67th Moo. Grp., 44th Med. Brig. (Fort Sam Houston) (b. 
South Dakota) 

HOWARD, Robert L., Sgt. 1st c., 5th Special FoI"<)eS Group 
(Airborne) (b. Alabama) 

(b) 'LA W, Robert D., Spec. 4, Compo I (Ranger), 75th Inf., 1st Inf. 
Div. (Fort Worth) 

"LEE, Milton A., Pfc., Compo B, 2nd Bat., 502nd.lnf. 1st Brig., 
. lOist Airborne Div. (Airmobile) (San Antonio) (b. 

Louisiana) 
(b) SASSER, Clarenee Eugene, Spec. 5, Hdq. and Hdq. Co., 3rd 

Bat., 60th Inf., 9th In£. Div. (Rosharon) (Chenango) 
{b) 'STEINDAM, Russell A., 1st Lt., Trp. B, 3rd Sq., 4th Cav., 25th 

Inf.Div. (RIano) (Austin) 
{b) "YOUNG, Marvin R., S/Sgt., Comp. C, 1st Bat. (Mech.), 5th 

Inf.,25thInf.Div. (Garland) (Alpine) 

NAvy-MAroNE CoI!FS 

"ANDERSON, Richard Allen, L/Cp!., Com~. E, 3rd Recon. 
Bat. 1st l:t:ar., 1st Mar. Div. (Rein) F.M.F. (Edinburg) 

"CREEK, Thomas E., L/C»!" U.S.M.C., Compo I, :lrd Bat., 9th 
Mar., 3rd Mar. Div. (Rem) F.M.F. (Amarillo) (b.lfissouri) 

{b) "GONZALEZ, .Alfredo, Sj!i;., U.S.~~.C., 3rd Plat., qomp. A, 1st 
Bat., 1st Mar., 1st Mar.J),v. (Rem) F.M.F. (Edmburg) 

(b) 'KEITH, Migiel, L/Cpl.. U.S.M.C., 1st Com. Act. Grp., III 
Mar. Ampliib. For. (Abilene) (San Antonio) 

(b) 

(b) 

(b) 

(b) 

(b) 

'WILSON, .Alfred ::\1., Pic., U.S.M.C., Compo M, :lrd Bat., 9th 
Mar., 3rd Div. (Odessa) (b. Illinois) 

VIRGINU 

ARMY-Am FORCE 

"FOLLAND, Michael Fleming, C.I>1., Compo D, 2nd Bat., :lrd 
Inf., 199th Inf. Brig. (Richmond) 

JONES, William A. III, Col., U.S_<\.F., 602nd Spec. Oper. Sq. 
(Charlottesville) ( Norfolk) 

'MILLER, Gary L., 1st Lt., Comp. A, 1st Bat., 28th Inf., 1st Inf. 
Div. (Covington) 

MORRIS, Charles B., S/Sgt., 1 '73rd Airborne Brigade (Ro­
anoke) 

ROGERS, Charles Calvin, Lt. Col., 1st Bat., 5th Art., 1st Inf. 
Div. (Woodbridge) (b. West Virginia) 

"SARGENT, RUl?ert L .. 1st Lt., Compo B, 4th Bat., 9th Inf., 
25th Inf. Diy. (Hampton) 

NAVy-MARINIn CORPS 

FOX, Wesley L., Capt., U.S.M.C., Compo A, 1st Bat., 9th Mar., 
:lrd Mar. Diy. (Quantico) (Herndon) 

*}URTINI, Gary W., Pic., Compo F, 2nd Bat., 1st Mar., 1st 
Mar. Div. (Charleston) (b. Virginia) 



(b) 

(b) 
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WASHINGTON 

Aroly-AIR FORCE 

FLEMING, James Po, C"pt., 20th Spec. Oper. Sq. (McChord 
AFB) (b. Missouri) . 

FRITZ, Harold A., Capt., Troop A, 1st Sq., 11th Air Cay. Reg. 
(Fort I.o'''is) (b. Dlinois) 

"GRANDSTAFF, Bruce Alan, Plat. Sgt., Compo B, 1st Bat., 
8th Inf., 4th Inf. Div. (Seattle) (Spokane) 

KINS~L'\.N, Thomas James, PIc., Compo B, 3rd Bat., 60th Inf., 
9thlnf. Div. (Alaska) (Seattle) 

'LEISY, Robert R<mald, 2nd Lt., Compo B, 1st Bat., 8th Cav., 1st 
Cav. Div. (Seattle) (b. California) 

NAVY-MARINE CORPS 

(b) "REASONER, Frank S., 1st Lt., U.S.M.C., Compo A, 3rd Recon. 
Bat.,.a.::d Mar.Div. (Spokane) 

(b) "SHIELDS, Marvin G., CMTC, Seabee Team 1104 Port Town­
send) 

'WORLEY, Kenneth L., L/Cp!., (',omp. L, 3nI Bat., 7th Mar., 
1st Mar. Div. (Rein) F.M.F. (Edmonds) (b. New ¥exieo) 

WEST VIRGINIA 

ARMy-Am FORCE 

(b) "BELCHER, Ted, Sgt., 2{ith Inf. Div. (Huntington) (Acco­
ville) 

(b) 'BENNETT, Thomas W., Cpl., ('..amp. B, 1st Bat., 14th Inf., 
. Inf. Div. (Morgantown) 

'f~VEY, Carmel Bemon, Jr., Spec. 4, Comp. B, 1st Bat., 6th 
CaY., 1st Cay. Diy. (Montgomery) (b. Dlinois) 

(b) 'STEW ART, Jimmy G., S/Sgt., 1st Cay. Diy. (West Columbia} 

(b) 
(b) 

WISCONSIN 

. ARMy-Am FORCE 

STUMPF, Kenneth E., S/Sgt., 2,?\th Inf. Div., (Milwaukee) 
WETZEL, Gary G., Spec. 4, 173rd Assault Helicopter Compo 

(Milwaukee) (b. South Milwaukee) 

NAVY-MARINE Conrs 

(b) MODRZE.JEWSKI, Robert .J., Maj., U.S.M.C., Camp. K, 3rd 
Bat.. 4th Mar., 3rd Mar. Div. (F.M.F.) (Milwaukee) 

(b) 
(b) 

PUERTO RICO 

ARxy-AIR FORCE 

"RrRIO. Euripides. Capt., 1st Inf. Div .. RVN (Ponce) 
'SANTIAGO-COLON, Hector, Spec. 4, Compo E, 5th Ilat., 7th 

C~v., 1st Cay. Div. (Airmobile) (Salinas) 

.J 

c 

" 
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FOREIGN BORN MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS 

ALBANESE Lewis, Pfc., 1st Cay. Div. (Italy) 

FOREIGN RESIDENCES 

ARMY-AIR FORCE 

AUGsnUllG, GERMANY 

DUNAGAN, Kern W.,Maj., Compo A, 1st Bat., 46th Inf.,Ameri­
cal Div. (b. Arizona) 

CANADA 

CALGAllY, ALBERTA 

"MOLNAR, Frankie Zoly, S/Sgt. Compo B, 1st Bat., 8th Inf., 
4th Inf. Div. (b. West Virginia) 



I 
PART IV.-MEDAL OF HONOR ALPHABETICAL INDEX 

ALBANESE, Lewis, Private First Class, U.S. Army ______ _ 
A)TDERSON, James, Jr., Private First Class, U.S. Marine 

Corps_______ _ _______________ _____________ _ 
ANDERSON, Richard A., I,anee Corporal, U.S. Morine 

Corps_______ ... ____________ .... _____________________ _ 
AlIt"DERSON, Webster, Sergeant FJrSt Class, U.S. Army __ __ 
ASHLEY, Eugene, Jr., Sergeant First Class, U.S. Army _____ _ 
AUSTIN, Oscar P., Private First Class, U.S. Marine Corps_ 
BACA, John P., Sergeant, U.S. Army__________________ _ 
BACON, )Ticky Daniel, Sta.fI Sergeant, U.S. Ahny __ 
BAKER, John F., Jr., Private First Class, U.S. Army _____ _ 
BALLARD, Donald E., Hospital Corpsman Third Class, U.S. Navy_______ _ _________________________ _ 
BARKER, Jedh Colby, Lance Corporal, U.S. Morine Corps __ 
BARNES, John Andrew III, Private First Class, U.S. Army_ 
BARNUM, Harvey C., Jr., Ca.ptain, U.S. Marine Corps __ 
BELCHER, Ted, Sergeant, U.S. Army ______________ _ 
BELL RICHARD, Leslie Allen, Priva.te First Class, U.S. 

BtN.'--kTT: Th';m~ -W.; C';':pora( U.S'-~.i ~ = = _ _ = = = = = = = 
BLANCHFIELD, Michael R., Specialist Four, U.S. Army __ _ 
BOBO, John P., Second Lieutenant, U.S. Marine Corps ____ _ 
BRADY, Patrick Henry, Major, Medical Service Corps, U.S. 

Army_______ _. ________ _ ___________ _ 
BRUCE, Daniel D., Private First Class, U.S. Morine Corps __ 
BRYANT, William Maud, Sergeant First Class, U.S. Army __ 
BUCHA, Paul William, Captain, U.S. Army _____ _ 
BUKER, Brian 1.., Sergeant, U.S. Army_____ _ __ . ____ _ 
BURKE, Robert C., Private First Class, U.S. Marine Corps_ 
CAPODANNO, Vincent R., Lieutenant, U.S. Navy ________ . 
CARON, Wayne Maurice, Hospital Corpsman Third Class, 

U.S. Navy____ __ _ .... ___ _ __________ _ 
CARTER, Bruce W., Private First Class, U.S. Marine 

ci1ITsEK; Rayroo;'ci-'1:r:: Pri;~te Fir~i-C1~;s:-i:r:S. -.~;rarl:r;~ 
Corps .. _ _ _ .. _ .. ___________________________ .. _ .. ________ _ 

COKER, Ronald L., Private First Class, U.S. Morine Corps_ 
CONNOR, Peter S., Staff Sergeant, U.S. Marine Corps __ _ 
CREEK, Thomas E., Lane., Corporal, U.S. Morine Corps_ .. _ 
CRESCENZ, Michael J., Corporal, U.S. Army ______ _ 
CUTINHA, Nicholas J., Specialist Four, U.S. Army_____ ._ 
DAVIS, Rodney Ma:nvell, Sergeant, U.S. Morine Corps ____ __ 
DAVIS, Sammy L.;< Sergeant, U.S. Army ____________ .. ____ _ 
DE LA GARZA, ll'milio A., Jr., Lance Corporal, U.S. Marine 

Corps,' _____ , ___________ .... __ ~----- : ___________ _ 
DETHLEFSEN, Merlyn Hans, Major, U.S. Alr Force ___ __ 
DEVORE, Edward A., Jr., Specialist Four, U.S. Army ... 
DICKEY, Douglas E., Private First Class, U.S. Marine Corps_ 
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DIX, Drew Dennis, Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army_ ____ ___ __ 
DOANE, Stephen Holden, First Lieutenant, U.S. Army _____ _ 
DOLBY, David Charles, Sergeant, U.S. Army _________ . __ _ 
DONLON, Roger Hugh C., Captain, U.S. Army __________ _ 
DUNAGAN, Kern W., :Major, U.S. Army____ _ ________ ._ 
DlIRHAM, Harold Bascom, Jr., Second Lieutenant, U.S. Army___________________ _ _________________ . ____ . __ 
EVANS, Donald W., Jr., Specialist Four, U.S. Army _______ _ 
EVANS, Rodney J., Sergeant, U.S. Army _____________ _ 
FERGUSON, Frederick Edgar, Chief Warrant Officer, U.S. 

Army_-r--·· ------. ------;-. ---- -·-r----- --------- .. -
FERNANDEZ, Damel, Speclalist Four, U.S. Army _______ _ 
FISHER, Bernard Francis, Major, U.S. Air Force .• _______ __ 

. FLEEK, Charles Clinton, Sergeant, U.S. Army ________ _ 
FLEMING, James P., Captain, U.S. Air Force. _________ _ 
FOLEY, Robert F., Captain, U.S. Army ________________ _ 
FOLLAND, Michael Fleming, Corporal, U.S. Arm;' _______ _ 
FOSTER, Paul Hellstrom, Sergeant, U.S. Manne Corps Reserve _______ ... _______________ . __________________ _ 
FOURNET, Douglas B., First Lieutenant, U.S. Army ______ _ 
FOUS, James W., Private First Class, U.S. Army ___ > ______ _ 

FOX, WesleyL., Captain, U.S. Marine Corps ____________ _ 
FRITZ, Harold A., Captain, U.S. Army ________________ _ 
GARDNER, James A., First Lieutenant, U.S. Army ______ __ 
GONZALEZ, Alfredo, Sergeant, lJ.S. Marine Corpe _______ _ 
GRAHAM, James A., Captain, U.S. Marine Corps ________ __ 
GRANDSTAFF, Bruce Alan, Platoon Sergeant, U.S. Army __ 
GRANT. Joseph Xavier, Captain, U.S. Army _____________ _ 
GRAVES, Terrence Collinson, Second Lieutenant, U.S. Marine Cerps______ _ ________________ . _________ . ____ . 
GUENETTE, Peter M., Specialist Four, U.S. Army __ __ 
HA GEMEISTER, Charles Cris, Specialist Five, U.S. Army __ 
IURTSOCK, Robert W., Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army ______ . 
HARVEY, Carmel Bemon, Jr., Specialist Four, U.S. Army ... 
HERD_.\, Frank A., Specialist Four, U.S. Armv _________ _ 
HIBBS" RobertJoh~, Second Lieuten~nt, U.S.-Army _______ _ 
HOLCvMB, John Noble, Sergeant, U.S. Army ___________ _ 
HOOPER, Joe R., Sergeant, U.S. Army_ __ __________ __ 
HOSKING, Charles Ernest, Jr., Master Sergeant, U.S. Army. 
HOWARD, Jimmie Eo, Gunnery Sergeant, U.S. Marine Corps_ 
HOWARD, Robert L., First Lieutenant, U.S. Army _______ _ 
HOWE, James D., Lance Corporal, U.S. Marine Corps _____ _ 
INGALLS, George Alan, Specialist Four, U.S. Army ______ __ 
JACKSON, Joe M., Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Air Force ____ __ 
JAQOBS, Jack H., Captain, U.S. Army_ .. _________________ _ 
JENKINS, Don J., Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army ___________ __ 
JENKiNS, Robert fl., Jr., Private First Class, U.S. Marine 

Corps__ __ _________ ... _________ .... ___ 
JENNINGS, Delbert 0., Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army ________ _ 
JD.1ENEZ, Jose Francisco, Lance Corporal, U.S. Marine 

Corps _________ ... .. __ __ _ __ _ ___ .. 
JOEL, Lawrence, Specialist Six, U.S. Army _____________ __ 
JOHNSON, Dwight If., Specialist Five, U.S. Army ______ __ 
JOHNSON, Ralph H., Private First Class, U.S. Marine Corps_ 
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JOHNSTON, Donald R., Specialist Four, U.S. A1'IIly ______ . 
JONES, William A. III, Colonel, U.S. Air Force ___________ _ 
KAROPCZYC, Stapben Edward, First Lieutenant, U.S. Army. 
KAWAMURA, Terry Terno, Corporal, U.S. Army ______ . __ . 
KEDENBURG, John J., Specialist Five, U.S. Army _______ _ 
KEITH, Miguel, Lance Corporal, U.S. Marine Corps _____ .. 
KELLER, Leonard B., Sergeant, U.S. Army ______________ _ 
KELLEY, Thomo.s G., Lieutenant Commander, U.S. Navy __ 
KERRE1C~Joseph R., Lieutenant (J.G.), U.S. Navy ____ __ 
KINSMAl'I, Thomo.s JIlme8, Specialist Four, U.S. Army _ ._ 
LA POINTEI.Joseph G., Jr., Specialist Four, U.S. Army ___ _ 
LAMBERS, raul Ronald, Staff Sergeant, U.S. A1'IIlY _______ . 
LANGl-.,George C., Specialist Four, U.S. A1'IIly ____________ _ 
LANG110RN, Garfield M., Private First Class, U.S. Army_ 
LASSEN, Clyde Everett, Lieutenant, U.S. Navy______ _ __ _ 
LAUFFER, Billy Lane, Private First Class, U.S. Army _____ . 
LAW, Robert D., Specialist Four, U.S. Army____________ • 
LEE, Howard V., Major, U.S. Marine COrps____________ • 
LEE, Milton A., Private First Class, U.S. Army _______ .... 
LEISY

t
• Robert R., Second Lieutenant, U.S. Army _ _ _ _ ____ . 

LEMON", Peter C., Sergeant, U.S. Army _______________ __ 
LEONARD, Matthew, Platoon Sergeant+. U.S. Army _______ _ 
LEVITOW, John L., Sergeant, U.S. Air 11"OrCe ____________ __ 
LITEKY, Anl!elo J., Chaplain (Captain), U.S. Army_____ • 
LIVINGSTON, James E., Captain, U.S. Marine Corps_ _ 
UlNG, Donald Russell, Sergeant, U.S. Army __________ __ 
WZADA, Carlos James, Private First Class, U.S. Army_ 
LYNCH, Allen James, Sergeant, U.S. Army ________ . _ . _ _ 
MARM, Walter Joseph, Jr., First Lieutenant, U.S. Army. __ 
MARTINI, Gary W., Private First Class, U.S. Marine Corps. 
MAXAM, L8JT.'I: ~onard .. porporal, U.S. Marine Corps __ ... 

. McCLEERY, FinDls D., rlatoon Sergeant, U.S. Army _ _ _ . 
McDONALD, Phill G., Private Firet Class, U.S. Army ___ . 
McGINTY, John J. III, Second Lieutenant, U.S. Marine 

Corps______________________ _ ____________ . ____ _ 
McGONAGLE, William L., Capta.in, U.S. Navy _______ _ 
McKIBBEN, Ray, Sergeant, U.S. Army _____________ _ 
McMAHON, Thomas J., Specialist Four, U.S. Army ___ _ 
McNERNEY -I.David H" First Sergeant, U.s. Army ___ 
McWETHY, Jj;dger Lee, Jr., Specialist Five

A 
U.S. Army _ . 

MICHAEL, Don Leslie, Specialist Four, U.lj. Army __ _ _ __ __ 
MILLER, Franklin D., Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army _________ _ 
MILLER,).!!"r." L., First Lieutenan,t, U.S. Anny; ______ "._ 
MOD RZJW Jj;WSKI, Robert J., Major, U.S. Marme Corps __ _ 
MOLNAR, Frankie Zoly, Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army ____ __ 
MONROE, James H., Private First Cl ... s, U.S. Army _____ __ 
MORGAN, William D., Corporal, U.S. Marine Corps_ 

,MORRIS, Charles B., Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army _________ __ 
NASH, David'P., Private Firet Class, U.S. Army. ______ .. 
NEWLIN, Melvin Earl, Private First Class, U.S. Marine Corps _________________ . _ .... _ __ ____ ___ _ __ _ _ _ _____ _ 
NOONAN, Thomas P., Jr., Lance Corporal, U.S. Marine Corps______ _________ _ ________________ _ 
NOVOSEL, Michael J., Chief Warrant Officer, U.S. Army __ __ 
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OLIVE, Milton L''rPrivate First Cla.ss, U.S. Army _________ _ 
OLSO N, Kenneth •. , Specialist Four, U.S. Army __________ _ 
O'MALLEY, Robert E., Sergeant, U.S. Marine Corps ______ _ 
OUELLET, David G., Seil.lIlan, U.S. N .. vy ________________ _ 
PATTERSON, Robert Martin, Ser~ant, U.S. Army _______ _ 
PAUL, Joe C., Lance Corporal, U.S. Marine Corps _________ _ 
PENRY, Richard A., Sergeant, U.S. Army ________________ _ 
PERKINS, William Thomas, Jr., Corporal, U.S. Marine 

C0l'JlS_____ -- .--_.-._---_.- -----------------
PETERS, L .. wrenr,e D .. vid, Sergeant

j 
U.S. Marine Corps __ .. 

PHIPPS, Jimmy W., Priv .. te First C IISS, U.S. Marine Corps_ 
PIERCE, Larry S., Sergeant, U.S. Army __________________ _ 
PITTMAN, R. A.J.. Sergeant, U.S. Marine Corps ___________ _ 
PITI~ Riley L., LJaptain, U.S. Army ____________________ _ 
PL=, Stephen W., Major, U.S. Marine Corps _______ · ____ . 
PORT, WiIIlfim D., Sergeant, U.S. Army __________________ _ 
POXOK, Robert Leslie, First IJeutenant, U.S. Army ______ __ 
PROM, William R., Lance Corporal, U.S. Marine Corps ____ _ 
PRUDEK, Robert J., St .. ff Sergeant, U.S. Army __________ __ 
RABEL, Laszlo, Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army _______________ _ 
RAY, David Robert, Hospital Corpsman Second Cla.ss, U.8. Navy __ _ _____________________ .. _ ___ _ __ _ ____________ _ 
RAY, Ronald Eric, Captain, U.S. Army __________________ _ 
REASONER, :Frank S., First IJeutenant, U.S. Marine Corps. 
ROARK, Anund C., Sergeant, U.S. Army ______________ . __ 
ROBERTS, Gordon R.., Sergeant, U.S. Army _____________ . 
ROBINSON, Ja.mes W., Sergeant, U.S. Army __ . __________ _ 
ROGERS, Charles Calvin, lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army __ _ 
RUBIO, Euripides, Captain, U.S. Army __________________ _ 
SAKTIAGO-COWN, Hector, Specialist Four, U.S. Army_. __ 
SARGENT, Rupert L., First Lieutenant, U.S. Army ______ _ 
SASSER, Clarence Eugene, Specialist Five, U.S. Army _ _ __ _ 
SEA Y, William W., ~ant, U.S. Army ________________ ._ 
SHEA, Daniel John, Private First Clasa, U.S. Army ________ _ 
SHIELDS, Marvin G., Construction Meehanic 3rd Cl8BS, U.S. Navy __________________________________________ _ 
SIMS, Clifford Chester, Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army _____ _ 
SINGLETON, Walter K., Sergeant, U.S. Marine C"rps ____ _ 
SISLER, Geor!?e K., First Lieutenant, U.S. Army ________ _ 
SKIDGEL, Donald S., Sergeant, U.S. Arm.,_____________ • 
SMEDLEY, Larry E., Corporal, U.S. Mo.nne Corps ________ _ 
SMIT-g ...... Elmelindo R, Platoon Sergean!:! U.S. Army __ • ___ _ 
SPRA InERRY, Jil.lIles M., Captain, U.:>. Army ____ _ 
STEINDAM, Russell A., First Lieutenant, U.S. Army ______ _ 
STEWART, Jimmy G., Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army ________ _ 
STONE, Lester R, Jr., Sergeant, U.S. Army_________ _ __ 
STR YKER, Robert F., Specialist J>'our, U.S. Army __ 
STUMPF, Kenneth E., Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army _________ _ 
TAYLOR, James Allen, Captain, U.S. Army ______________ _ 
TA YIJOR, Karl G., Sr., Staff Sergeant, U.S. Marine Corps. __ 
VARGAS, M. Sando, Jr., Major, U.S. Marine Corps ______ __ 
WARREN,.( John E., Jr., First Lieutenant, U.S. Army __ . ___ . 
WA'l"TER:>, Charles Joseph, Chaplain (Major), U.A Army __ _ 
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WAYRYNEN, Dale Eugene, Specialist Four, U.S. Army ___ _ 
WEBER, Lester W., Larice Corporal, U.S. Marine Corps ___ _ 
WETZEL, Gary G., Specialist Four, U.S. Army _______ _ __ 
WHEAT, Roy M:,!,.,.Lance Corporal, U.S. Marine Corps _____ _ 
WICKAM, Jerry wayne, Corporal, U.S. Army~ __________ _ 
WILBANK~ Hilliard A., Captain, U.S. Air Force __________ _ 
WILLETT, LOuis E., Private First Class, U.S. Army _______ _ 
WILJ.JAMS, Charles Q., First Lieutenant, U.S. Army ______ _ 
WILJ.JAMS, Dewayne T., Private First Class, U.S. Marine 

Corps_________________________________________ _ __ _ 
WILLIAMS, James E., Boatswain's Mate First Class, U.S. jqavy ______________________________________________ _ 

WIlBON, Alfred M., Private First Class, U.S. Marine Corps_ 
WORLEY, Kenneth L., Lance Corporal, U.S. Marine COrp3 __ 
WRIGHT, Raymond R., Specialist Four, U.S. Army _______ _ 
YABES, Maximo, First Sergeant, U.S. Army ______________ _ 
YANO, Rodney J. T., Sergeant First Olass, U.S. Army _____ _ 
YNTEMA, Gordon Douglas, Sergeant, U.S. Army ___ _ 
YOUNG, Gerald 0., Oaptain, U.S. Air Foroo __ . ___________ _ 
YOUNG, Marvin R, Staff Selgeant, U.S. Army __________ _ 
ZABlTOSKY, Fred Willill.m, Sergeant First Olass, U.S. Army_ 
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PART- V. DOCUMENIl'ARY BACKGROUND ON THE 
MEDAL OF HONOR 

Key to the Story of the Meda.l of Honor 

[From the Army Medal of llooor Book, l~l 

The flIJIl7108e 01 the KI!!!/ to the SWrg 01 the M'eaqJ, of HIYM1' i.s to 
fJ'7'e8tmJe aiId mtike Ilc(JelIllible to the public the ba.sic source material 
/0'1' re8Wi1'ch On the hist01'!/ of the A'I'11I1I M'edqJ, of HIYM1'. 

When the hisWry of the MeaqJ, of HIYM1' waa (JO'flIitMMed on No­
vember lS, 19.t,B, there erci.sted M docwm<mtatkm of the I!Iihject i,y; the 
proper sense of the term, aM a major pktuJe of the f!1"1ect hfUI been 
the 8_k. fO'1' the bask source-materi.al<1 co=ermng the .rweptw-n tJfTUl 
.volW;itm. of the decoratkm. 

The aOClJitMnta1'!f mate1"it:d presented in the following Pl1{lell is di­
viikd into t1l)0 sections: a calendar of letterH, other _published docu­
ments, aM the temts of certoin Oon,gres,,;on!l1, helIfTi"fls Statutes, Reg­
ulatWns, GeMf'{L1 Orders, et.e. j <md ,a bibliography Of ;;}Z other primed 
materi.al<l rtitatinu to the decoration. The desenptIo'1l.s have been chron­
ologically ~ed by the dates of the dOCt/Jl7l.ents. 

CALENDAR OF MEDAL OF HONOR DOCUMENTS 

During the Civil Wa.r and in the years immediately thereafter, 
sundry letters. War Depa.rtment Orders, and related 'papers ooncern­
i:ng ilie ea.rly history of the Army Med .. l of Honor were laid before 
COngrnss and placed on file in the W .. r Department., reference being 
made to them only occasionally in the records of the Congrnss or the 
Department. These p .. pers included letters between the War Dep&rt­
moot Ilnd the United States Mint in Phll&delphl&, General Orders 
prlblished by various Army he&dquarters in the field, credenti&ls 
submitted to the W .. r Depa.rtment in support of reoomrnend .. tions 
made <XlIlfle1'Iling the Moo .. l, lists of Med&l winners, and descrip­
tions of medal-pnlBelltation ceremonies. These letters, orqers, lIoI1d re­
lated pa.pers Mve been found within the W &r Department proper, 
in the records oontainoo in tile N&tiOIlllI Aruhives, m the Li:bra.ry of 
Congress, and in depositories at informa.tion in Phlladelphl&, New 
York, and elsewhere. Some were found in widely scattered sources 
such lIS contemporary newspapers, "recollections," and "di .. ries"; 
others in "War of the Rebellion Records" where they are mixed pro­
miscuously with other materials without any reference to dates or 
circumstance. After much .study and labor, copies of these pa.pers h&ve 
been broull'ht toj<ether in proper order &nd chronologically arranged 
8S now prmted. Although this is called & "Calendar" and IS in part a 
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Calendax in the usu"l sense of a re.~ume of the contents of documents, 
nevertheless for a number of hitherto unpublished documents the full 
text is reproduced. 

Inasmuch as the Navy Medal of Honor was the first to be established, 
the Calendar which follows commences with the correspondenr,e be­
tween the United States Mint in Philad~Jphia and Seeretarv of the 
Navy Gideon Welles in Washington, D.C. • 

Forty-one documents relative to the history of the bestowal of the 
Medal of Honor during the Civil Wa.r are published in 22 of the 
volumes of the "War of the Rebellion Recoms." For the purposes 
of present study "Rebellion Records" has been accepted as a primary 
source, inasmuch as the documents selected for publication therein 
were chosen on the basis of an examination of tIie records of every 
company, battery, regiment, brigade, division, co!J>S, and army of 
the Union Army and the records of geographical milItary departments 
and divisions, mcluding the files of the War Depa.rtment and all of 
its bureaus. "Rebellion Records" were based upon search of these 
records by experts who were well qualified for the duty by reason of 
their service m the Army a.nd tbe War Department. These volumes 
are available in larger libraries throughout the United States. 

CALENDAR 

Dec. 9, 1861-U.S. Con~ss. The Congressional Globe, p. 26. 
"In Senate . . . BIlls introduced . . . Mr. Grimes asked and 

by unanimous consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
82) to further promote the efficiency of the Navy; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and ordered to be _printed." This marks the inception of legislation 
concerning the Medal of Honor. The bill introduced later by 
Senator Wilson (see below, under February 17, 1862) was the first 
legislation regarding the Army Medal. Concerning the circum­
stances surrounding the sponsorship of the Navy Medal of Honor, 
see William Salter's The Life of J ames W. Grimes. 1876. pp. 161-163. 

Dec. 21, 1861-U.S. Laws, St8ltutes, etc. An Act to further promote 
the efficiencv ofthe :s-avy. 12 Stat. 329-330: 

"SEC. 7. And be it further enaoted, That the Secretar.y of the Navy 
be, and is hereby, authorized to cause two hundred 'medals of honor' 
to be prepared, with suitable emblematic devices, which shall be 
bestowed upon such ~tty officers, seamen, landsmen, and marines 
as shan most distingUIsh themselves by theIr gallantry in action and 
other seamanlike qualities during the present war, and that the sum 
of one thousand dollars be, and IS hereby, appropriated out of any 
money in the Treasury, for the purpose of carrying this section into 
effect." 

Dec. 30, 1861-Welles, Gideon, Secretary of the Navy. Letter to James 
Pollock, Superintendent of the U.S. Mint, Philadelphia. SfJ'IJIr(Jf;: 
Philadelphia Mint. Filed: National Archives. 

UNA IT DEPAImIlE.'<T, Dec. 30, 1881. 
"SIR. A recent act of Congress----a copy of which is enc1osed­

Authorizes the Secretary of the Navy to have two hundred med!l.ls 
of honor prepared with suitable emblems and devices to be bestowed 
on such petty officers, seamen and maxines as shall most distinguish 

• 
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themselves hr'their gu.lllIDtry in action etc. during the present wa.r, 
&nd appropnates $2,000 for the purpose. 

"In carrying out the object expressed, the Department would he 
glad tome your &SSistance. Your experience in such matters will 
enable')'Ou'tQcgrro it such data, with regard to the charneter of the 

. medal t:h&t'fOin be,gotten up for the sum appropriated, as will enable 
it to act understanaingly. And if you, or anyone connected with the 
establielunent under your charge, can suggest an appropriate design 
for the mooalsof' honor the Department would be under obliga· 
tions. It would also be giad if you would suggest a suitable person 
toengTBve the dies after the design for a medal shan have been 
adopted. ' 

"I am very respecty, 
"Yr. obt. svt. 

GIDEON WEL.LES," 

"To The Superintendent of the U.S. Mint, Philadelphla." 
Jan. 4, 1862-Pollock, James, Director of Philadelphia Mint. Letter 

to Gideon Welles, Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C. Source: 
Ph/ilalulphia Mint. Filed: National Archives. 

"MINT OF THE UNITE£> STATES, 
Pkilada .. Jan. 4, 1862. 

"SIR : Your letter of the 30th. ulto. in relation to the preparation 
of two hundred 'meda.ls of honor', under an Act of Congress 
Approved Dec. 21, 1861, entitled 'an Act to further promote the 
efticiency of the Navy' has been received. 

"DesiJPlS for the medal in question, are in course of preparation 
at this Institution, and will he finished and enclosed to you in the 
early part of next week, with my views as to the character of the 
proposed medal, engraving of dies, etc. The medals can be prepared 
here at an eltpense within the appropriation of $2,000. 

"Very Re .. pectfully 
,. Your obedient servant, 

"JAB. POI.LOCK, 
"Director of the M ;nt." 

"Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
"Secretary of tke Navy, 

Washim.gton City." 
Jan. 1, 1862-Welles, Gideon. Letter to James Pollock. Source: 

Philadell'hi41tfintt. Filed, National Archives. 
Suggests a medal in the shape of a cross, with "three ribbons-­

the red, white and blue" . 
• Tan. 11, 1862-Pollock, James. Letter to Gideon Welles. Source: 

Philadej,l'hia ,Vint. Filed: National Archives. 
" ... Designs (including one in the shape of a cross) for the 

'medals of honor', will be tmnsmitted to you on Tuesday next, 
the 14th inst, until which too. we must claim your indulgence ... » 

Jan. 14, 1862-Pollock, James. Letter to Gideon Welles. SOU1'ce: 
Philadelphia Mint. Filed, National Archives. 

Encloses three suggested designs. 
Jan. 15, 1862-Longacre, James R, Engraver, U.S. Mint, Philadel­

phia. 8<>WrCe: Nat. Archives. War Dept. AGO 8847.A (EB)-18812. 
Memorandum describing outline drawings of one of the designs. 
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Jan. 20, 1862-U.S. War Department. Letter to Wilson and Sons, 
Silver Smiths, Philadelphia.. Bourc(1: Nat. Archi"eo. War Dept. 
AGO 8847.A (EB)-1882. 

Unsigned note declining an offer by "Vilsoll & Sons to manufaetur<' 
:\fedals of Honor as "arrangements have already been made." 

Feb. 13, 1862-Welles, Gideon. Letter to James Pollock. Sowrce: 
Ph.ikuklpkiaillint. Filed: National Archives. 
" •.. The Department begs leave to remind you of your promise 
to have other designs of 'medals of honor' prepared; and to ask if I 
may soon expect them . . ." 

Feb. 17, 1862-Polloek
i 

James. Letter to Gideon Welles. Source: 
PMlmJ.elphUt ill into Fi ed: National Archives. 

Encloses two additional designs. Also, in this letter, Pollock 
refers to Welles' statement that $2,000 has been appropriated for 
manufacture of the medals, and points out that the act appropriates 
only $1,000. " ... The ... amount would not be suffiCIent to 
cover the expenses of preparing 200 medals of gold, in a creditable 
style ... " In the postscript: "I fear that $2,000 will not be 
sufficient to get up 200 mediils in gold of proper finish . We might 
prepare 50 in gold and 150 in silver for that amount." 

Feb. 17, 1862-U.S. Congress. The Congressional Globe. Feb. 17, 
1862. p. 84l. 

"In Senate ... Notice of a Bill ... Mr. Wilson of lfassachusetts, 
gave notice to his intention to ask leave to introduce a bill to au­
th<>rize the President to distribute medals to privates in the Army 
of the United States who shall distinguish themselves in battle." 

Feb. 20, 1862-Wilson & Sons, Silver Smiths, PhiJadelhpia, Pa. 
Letter to Mr. Edw. Stanton Secretary of War, Washington. 
Bource: Nq.!;. Archive •. War Dept. AGO 8847.A(EB)-188fJ. 

"We notice that silver medals are to be awarded to OUr Brave 
Soldiers under a resolution of Congress passed a few days since. 
We write to say that we are very desirous of submitting a proposition 
to prepare these medals, and to that end we are now engaged in 
preparing designs for the same." 

Note: The resolution referred to was introduced into the Senate on 
Feb. 17, 1862 (see above), hut was not passed until May 13, 1862. 
There is no source to indicate the foundation for tbe assumption 
that the medals were to be made of silver. 

March, 1862-The Mitchell Raid. For MlYUments .ee N ationa}, 
Arohi1Je8. War Dept. AGO !J313-A (EB}-1879. 

Apr. 17, 1862-Pollork, James. Letter to E. M. Stanton, Secretary 
of War, Washington, D.C. Source: PMladelphUt Mint. Filed: Na­
tional Archives. 

Pollock opens correspondence with War Department, notieing 
that a resolution has been introduced which, if it becomes law, will 
allow the Anny to have a Medal of Honor. He encloses an impres­
sion in soft metal and offers the facilities of the Mint for production 
of a medal. 

May 6, 1862-Pollock, .J ames, rn"",tor of the Mint, Philadelphia. 
Letter to Gideon Welles, Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 
Sowrce: Phi1a.delphUtMint. Filed: National Archives. 

Enclosing two additional designs and stating his own preference 
for the first one. 
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May 9, 1862-Welles..t Gideon. Letter to James Pollock. 801.1""e: 
PMladelphi.aMim. J<'iled: National Archives. 

"NAVY lliPARTldENT, May 9, 186ft. 
"SIll: Your letter of the 6th instant enclosing designs of medals, 

No.1 and No.2, haa heen received. 
"Th" Department approves of design Yo. 1 and desires to know 

what will be the cost of the medal in bronze, silver and gold 
respootively. 

''I amJ.respectfully, 
"r-r. Obt. servant'J 

"GIDEON WELLES" 
"J AlIlllS POu.ocK, Esq. 

"Director of the Mint, Philadelphia." 
May 13, 1862-Longacre, James B., Engraver, Philadelphia Mint. 

Letter to James Pollock. 8oome: Phil4<ielphi.a Mint. Filed: N .... 
tional Archives. 

Estimates 008t of preparing the dies for the medal from $600 to 
$800. 

May 13, 1862. Pollock
l 

James. Letter to Gideon Welles. 8ource: 
PhWulelphia Mint. Fi ed : National Archives. 

Quotes estimatcR of costs as requested 'by Welles letter of May 9 
( abov.) . 

" ... In fine gold from $30 to $35 each 
" " silver "$2.00 to $2.50 each 

" copper (bronzed) about 50; ea." 
May 13, 1862-U.S. Congress. The Congressional Globe. May 13, 

1862. 
"In Senate ... Mr. Wilson, of M!l.'lSachusetts, from the Com· 

mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia, to whom the subject 
was referred, reported a joint resolution (S. No. 82) to provide for 
the presentation of medals of honor to the enlisted men of the Anny 
and volunteer forces who have or may distinguish themselves in 
battle during the present rebellion; which was read for the first time 
and ordered to a second reading." 

May 15, 1862-Fox, Gustavus Vasa, Acting Secretary, Nav'y Depart­
ment. Letter to James Pollock. Source: PhiUulelpkia M1m Filed: 
National Archives. 

Instructs Pollock to furnish as many medals as possible under 
the appropriation of $1,000, using the approved design, wlth inscrip­
tion on reverse "For personal valor". 

May 16, 18S2-Fox, Gustavus Vasa. Letter to James Pollock. SOUJ'Ce: 
Pkilaiielp'd(J. Mint. Filed: National Archives. 

Changes the wording On the reverse to "Personal Valor". 
May 19, lS62-U.S. Congre>s. The Congre",ional Globe, p. 2187. 

Senator Wilson's resolution (S. J. R. No. 82) report-ed to the 
Senate without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

"Its Object is to authorize the President ... to cause two thou­
sand 'medals of honor' to be prepared with suitable emblematic 
devices, and to direct that they be presented, in the name of t·he 
Congress, to sueh non·commissioned officers and privates as shall 
most distinguish themselves hy gallantry in action, and other 
soldier-like qualities; and it appropriates $10,000 for the pur­
pose ... " 
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May 20, 1862--Pollock, .J ames. Letter to Gustavus Vasa Fox. Source: 
Philadelphia Mint. Filed: National Archives. 

Announcing that preparation of dies is be~inning. 
June 24, 1862--D.S. Congress. The CongressIOnal Globe p.2907. 

Reporting referral of Senator Wilson's resolution (15. J. R. 82) tt) 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

July 10, 1862--U.S. Congress. The Congressional Globe, p. 3226; 
3240. 

"House of Representatives ... Mr. Olin ... reported back 
Senate Joint Resolution No. 82 ... with the recommendation that 
it do pass. .. The resolution was ordered read a third time; and 
it was aceordingly read a third time, and passed." (Ibid., p. 3226, 
Message from the House to the Senate announces the lIouse action.) 

July 12, 1862--U.S. Laws, Statutes,etc. 
"A resolution to provide for the presentation of 'Medals of 

Honor' to the Enlisted Men of the Army and Volunteer Forces who 
have distinguished, or may distinguish, themselves in Battle during 
the present Rebellion. 12 Stat. 623-624. 

"Re80lt'ed by tM Senate and Ho" .. e of RepresentatWes of the 
United States of America in Oongress assembled, That the President 
of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause two 
thousand 'medals of honor' to be prepared with suitable emblematic 
devices, and to direct that the same be presented, in the name of 
the Congress, to such non-commissioned officers and privates as shall 
most distinguish themselves by their gallantry in action, and other 
soldier-like qualities, during the present insurrection. And that the 
sum of ten thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated 
out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, for 
the purpose of carrying this resolution into effect." 

"Approved. July 12,1962." 
July 14, 1862--U.S. Congress. The Congressional Globe, p. 3212-

Describes a message from the President t.o the Senate, announcing 
that the President has signed the resolution of July 10, 1862. 

July 14, 1862--Pollock
1 

James. Letter to E. M. Stanton. Source: 
PMladelpMa Mint. Fi ed : National Archives. 

Describes the Medal being made for the Navy and suggests that 
it might be adopt.ed for the Army. 

July 25, 1862--Welles! Gideon. Letter to James Pollock. Source: 
Philadelphia Mint. FIled: Nation.al Archives. 

Requests date on which the Navy Medals will be ready. 
July 28, 1862--Pollock, Jllmes. Letter to Gideon Welles. Sf>urce: 

PMladelphialllint. Filed: Nat.ional Archives. 
Reports that the dies for the Navy ~[edals will be finished in 

about four weeks. 
July 29, 1862--U.S. War Department. General Orders. No. 91, July 29, 

1862. 
Reprints the resolution which authorizes the Army Medal of 

Honor. 
Sept. 12, 1862-Welles, Gideon. Letter to James Pollack. Sf.l'Urce: 

Phila.delphia ."int. Filed; National Archives. 
Again requests date on which Navy Medals will be finished. 
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Sept . .Iv! 1862-Pollook, James. Letter to Gideon Welles. Sowrce: 
Phiuuulphia Mint. Filed: National Archives. 

" ... if no IIccident occurs in hardening [the dies] we exftOOt to 
commence striking the med,.!s the last of the present week ... 

Sept. 30, 1862-ScOtt, Thomas A.)... of Pennsylvania Railroad C()m­
pany, Philadel{'hia. Letter to .t<;dwin M. Stanton, Secretary of 
War. S01Jirce: Nat. Archives, War Dept., AGO 8847.A (EE)-1882. 

Introduces R. G. Henld." member of the firm of Wilham Wilson 
& Sons, Philadelphia. 

Sept. 301 ~862-Pollock, James. Letter to Gideon Welles. Source .. Phil­
adelphia Mint. Filed: National Arellives. 

Sende three specimen medals by " member of the firm of William 
Wilson & Sons, Philadelphia and rec{luuuende that the firm be al­
lowed to supply attMhments for the m~,dals. States that 294 medals 
may be obtaIned for cost of $999.80. 

Oet. 41 1862~'39.uierJ.E. Ej!o, editor, Frank Leslie's Weekly, 19 City 
HId ~uare, }Sew }Cork City. Letter to James Pollock. Sowrce: Phil­
adelphia Mint. Filed: National Archives. 

Requests photographs of the medal for publication. 
Oct. 7, 1862-Pollock,.J ames. Letter to E. M. Stanton. Smtree: PhufL­

d<!'rfhiaMint. Filed: National Archives. 
S~J1d specimen medal by hands of firm members of William Wilson 

& Sons; suggests that it would be as appropriate for the Army as 
the Na.vy. 

Oct. 23, 1862-We1les, Gideon. Letter to James Pollock. Source: PhiZ· 
fUielphiaMi'fl.t. Filed: National Archives. 

Tmnsmits specimen ~Ie,dal of Honor wit.h attachment and orders 
175 medals struck in copper (bronzed) Hnd turned over to William 
Wilson &; Sons, who will arrange attachments. 

Od. 30, 1862-Wilson & Co., PIiiladelphia. Letter to E. M. Stanton. 
SOIIJ1'Oe: Nat. Archives, War Dept., AGO. 8847.A (EE)-18&!. 

Gives mtes for work proposed on medal. (Incomplete'locument.) 
Compilation of papers relating to the Medal of Honor, pp. 33-35. 

Nov. 17, 1862-Watson, P. H., ASSIstant Secretary of War, Washing­
ton. Letter to James Pollock. Source: Nat. Archives, War Dept., 
AGO, *88f;7.A (EE)-188f3. 

c Transmits copy of contract of War Department with ~William 
Wilson & Son. 

Dec. 13, 1862-Pollock, James. Let,ter to Gideon Welles. Source: Phil.­
adelphia Mint. Filed: National Archives. 

Mnounoos thAt he is forwarding 175 medals ordered, and bills 
Navy Department $823.75. 

Feb. 14,1863-L.S. 'War Department. Memorandum. S{}>urce: Nat. Ar­
chives, War Dept., 88f;7.A (t'B)-188f3. 

Records receIpt of 500 additIOnal medals from William Wilson & 
Son. 

Mar. ~ 1863-L.S. Laws, Statutes, etc. 
"i:joo. 6. And be it jurthe,' enacted, That the President cauoo to be 

struck from the dies recently prepared at the United States Mint for 
that purpose, 'medals of honor' additional to those authorized by the 
act (resolution) of July twelfth, eighteen hundred and si:.:ty two, 
and present the same to such otlk.ers! noncommissioned officers, and 
privates as have most distinguishea, or who may hereafter mOst 
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distinguish, themselves in acrtion; and the sum of twenty thousand 
dollars is hereby appropriated out of any monies in the treasury not 
otherwise appropnated, to defray the expenses of the same. 

"Approved March 3, 1863." 
Mar. 3, 1863-US. War Department. Memorandum. Suwrce: Nat. 

Architves, War Dept., A GO, Cmuiolidated File 9f467-S, Slip ~. 
"There were no medals purchased until subsequent to the passage 

of the act of Mar. 3, 1863, find of course no presentations were made 
previous to t.hat date." 

Mar. 6, 186:3-Washingt<m Chronicle. News story on award of first 
medals. S(ftlTce: Nat. Archi,," •. War Dept., A GO 699fYlS. 

Mar. 12, 1863-U.S. War Department. Memorandum. Source: IbM. 
" ..• there were 2,000 purchased under cont"""t by the Secreta.ry 

of War from Wm. Wilson & Sons of Philadelphia, Pa., at a cost of 
$2 each." , 

Mar. 24, 186.'}-U.S. War Department. 
No evidence c.an be found that section 6 of the act "rproved 

March 3, 1863, was ever published to -the Army in genera orders. 
In General Orders No. 73, 1863, sections 17, 18, 19,and 25 of the 
act were puhlished, but not S0Ctian 6. 

May 30, 186.'}-U.S. War Department. AGO. General Orders No. 
160. Sowree: Library of Ccmgre88. Rare Book Room. 

"A medal of honor has been awarded to 1>\1:, Samuel Johnson, 
of C,ompany G, 9th Pennsylvania Reserves, for having, by in· 
dividual bravery and daring, cn.pt.ured from the enemy t.wo colol'S 
at the battle of Antietam, September 17, 1862, and reCeived in the 
act a severe wound. He will be transferred to the Invalid O:>rps as 
a commissioned officer. 

"By Order of the Secreta.ry of War. 
"E. D. TOWNSEND, 

"Assistant Adjutant Gerwrol." 
Note: This general order is unique in Civil War history, being 

the onlv general orders issued by tbe War Department in Wash­
inl(ton ~or the award of the Medal of Houor to an individual soldier. 
TnI' only other instance of Ii Civil War general order being issued 
hy the War Department relative to the Medal of Honor was the 
one which follows. . 
.T une 3-Aug. 1, 186.'}-FS. '" ar Department. Medals of Honor won 

(21) in fhe Gettysburg Campaign, Report No. 423. Source: Reb. 
Rec.,i:XXYll (2):~. . 

June 29, 1863-War Department. Adjutant General's Office. General 
Orders No. 195. (See a/so below: Mar. 22, 1878). 

"The Adjutant General will provide an appropriate Medal of 
Honor for the troops who, nfter the expiration of their term, have 
offered their services to t.he Government in the present emergency; 
and also for the volunteer troops from other St.ates that have 
volunteered their temporacy servIce in the States of Pennsylva.nia 
and Maryland. . 

"By Order of the Secretary of War. 
"E. D. TOWNSEND, 

"Assistont Adjutont Gooepal." 
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M!!.y +-June 11, 1864-U.S. War Department. Medals of Honor for 
Campaign from the Rapidan to the James River, Va. Report :l\'o. 
271. Medo.1s of Honor (31) awa.rded for distingnished services. 
8owrce: Bebellion Beetmis. I: XXXVI (1): IO!1O-I(mi. 

M!!.y l-Sept. 8, 1864-U.S. War Department. The Atlanta (Georgia.) 
Campa.i~. Report No. 596. Medals of Honor (7) awarded for 
distinglllshed services. Source:. Beb. Bee., XXXVlll (3): 1J1!1. 

Jnne 11, 186~Potts, John. ChIef Clerk. U.S. War Department. 
Letter to Wilson & Son, Philadelphia. S<mrce: Philadelphia Mint. 

Requests terms for an additional 1000 Medals. 
.Tune 13-Juiy 31, 186~U.S. War Department. The Richmond 

(Virginia) Campaign. Report No. 29'2, Medals of HOllor (HI) 
awarded for distIngnished services. Suurce: Beb. Ree., I: XL (1): 
71;8. 

A'$" I-Dec. 31, 186~U.S. War Department. The Richmond 
uampaign, August I-December 31, 1864. Report No. 350. 
Medals of Honor (61) awarded for di<tinguished services. S<m1VJ{!: 
Reb. Rec., I : XLll (1): 81;8-860. 

Au'l' 7-:l\'o. 28, 1864-U.S. War Department. The Shenandoah 
"alley Campaign. Report No. 171. Medals of Honor (40) 
awarded for distinguished services. Suuree: Reb. Rec., I: XLlll 
(1) : /ifiO-i)61. 

Aug. 28, 1864-U.S. War Department. The Atlanta (('lOOrgia) 
Campaign. Report No. 572 ~Addenda). Headquarters, Seven­
teenth Army Corps. In the FIeld, Ga., General Orders No. 13. 
SllUroe: Reb. Rec .. I: XXXVll! (3) :'0511-,568. 

Oct. 11, 1864-U.S. War Department. Headquarters Department 
of Virginia and North Carolina. Army of the James. Before 

. Richmond. Letter from Ed. W. Smith, Assistant Adjutant General 
to "Soldiers of the Army of the James". ThirtY'elght Medal of 
Honor Awards mentioned. Suurce: Reb. Ree., !: VXLII (3): 
1(11-176. 

Oct. 11, 1864-U.S. War Department. Headquarters Department 
of VIrginia and North Carolina. Army of the James. Before 
Richmond, Oct. 11, 1864. Suuroe: Library of (Jqngre88. Ran 
Boole BQQ11I; Misc. PflmpkletIJ, No. J,51. 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, Army Commander, announced, 
concerning four Negro soldiers: " ... these gallant colored soldiers 
were left in oommand, all their company officers being killed or 
wounded, and led their unit gallantly and meritoriously thro~gh 
the day. For these services they have most honorable mentlOn, 
and the Commanding General will cause a special medal to be 
struck in honor of these gallant colored soldiers." 

Oct. 17, 1864-U.S. War Department. Army of the Potomac. Head­
quarters, Army of the Potomac. SfYUrce: Reb. Ree., !lI: IV: 81"-
818. 

List of men to whom Medals of Honor were awarded up to this 
date. 

Oct. 31, 1864-U.S. War Department. Adjutant General's Office. 
Report to the Secretary of War. S(}urce: Reb. Rec., !ll: IV: 810-
811: 81". 
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Nov. 14, 1864---Jan. 22, 186f\-U.S. War Department. The Campaign 
in Nort.h Alabama and Middle Tennessee. Medals of Honor (27) 
awarded for distinguished services. Source: Reb. Re~., I :XLV(I): 
645-648. 

Dec. 5, 1864-U.S. War Department. Headquarters Army of the 
Potomac. List of (11) soldiers of the Ninth Army Corps for whom 
medals of hnnor have been rec.eived by .Major General Meade. 
Source: Reb. Ree.,I: XLII (9) :815. 

Dec. 5, 1864-U.S. War Department. Headquarters, Second Army 
Corps. Special Orders, No. 309. 

Announce.q arrangements for ceremonies for presentation of 22 
Medals of Honor. Sou'I'Ce: Reb. Ree., I: XLII (3): 8113-813. 

Dec. 6, 1864-U.S. War Department. Army of the Pot<lmac. Letter 
to M&jor General A. A. Humphreys, Commanding Second Corps. 
SOlt'IYJe: Reb. Reo., I : XLII (3): 8'£5. 

Adds name of 8gt. Terrence Begle)'\ Co. D., Seventh New York 
Artillery, to list of Medal winners of tlle Second Corps. 

Dec. 15, 1864-U.8. War Department. Headquarters Second Army 
Corps. In Camp, before Petersburg, Va. Special Orders, No. 319, 
Paragraph 2.Souree: Reb. Reo., I : XLII (9): 1009. 

Announces arrangements for medal presentations. 
Dec. 16, 1864-U.S. War Department. Headquarters, Second Division, 

Ninth Ann.\' Corps . .Jones House, Va. Letter from Robert B. Potter, 
Brevet Malor General, Commanding, to Lt. Col. P. M. Lydig, 
Assistant Adjutant General, Ninth Army Corps. SOU1'Oe: Reb. Ree., 
I: XLII (9) : 1001. 

Reporting arrangements for medal presentations. 
Dec. 17, 1864-U.S. War Department. Army of the Potomac. Letter. 

Headquarters Army of the Potomac. To Commanding Officer Fifth 
Corps. SOU7'ae: Reb. Ree., I: XLII (9) : 10fJ8. 

Transmit.s 8 medals for presentation. 
Dec. 22, 18~U.S. ,'War J?epartment. ~rmy of the ~otomac. Special 

Orders, No. 346. /;ouToe. Reb. Reo., I. XUll (3). 1857-1858. 
Requests statments be furnished concerning enlisted men entitled 

to Medals of Honor for conspicuous gallantry. 
Dec. 22, 1864-~U.S. War Department. Headqoorters, 155th Regiment 

Pennsvlvania Volunteers. Letter from Bvt. Col. .John Ewing, enm­
manding regiment, to Bvt. Capt. L. C. Bartlett, Acting Assistant 
Adjutant General. Source: Reb. Ree., I: LI (1) : 119J,.. 

Two soldiers recommended for Medal of Honor. 
Dec. 94-. 1864-U.S. War Department. Ninth Army Corps. General 

Orders. No. 50. Published to the Corps the names of eleven soldiers 
"to whom were awarded the National Congress medals of honor." 
Source: Reb. Re.e.,I: XLII (9) :1071-10711. 

Dec. 24, 1864-U.S. War Department. 155th Rej$'iment Pennsylvania 
Volllnteers. Letter to L.C. Bartlett, Acting AssIstant Adjutant Gen­
eral. SOU'lYJe: Reb. Ree" I: LI (1),' 1194. 

Two s'()ldiers recommended for Medals of Honor in accordance 
with Snecial Orders No. M6, Headquarters, Army of the Potomac, 
December 22, 1864. 

Dec. 25, 1864-U.S. War Department. Operations in Mary land, East­
ern North Carolina, Pennsyl"ania, Virginia (except Southwestern), 
and West Virginia, .January 1, 1861-.Jnne 30,1865. Letter from Eli 



189 

G. Sellers, Lieutenant Colonel, Commanding, 91st Regiment, Penn· 
sylvania Vetemn Vols., toLt. L. C. Bartlett, Acting Assistant Adjn. 
trolt General.Souree: Reb. Reo., I : LI (1): 1195. 

Three soldiers recommended for Medals of Honor. 
Dec. '1,7, 1864-U.S. War Department. Tenth Vermont Volunteers. 

Lettsr to Assistant Adjutant General, Army of the Potom"". 
8mm:e: Reb. Rec.,!: XLll (9): 1084-1085. 

Four soldiers recommended for Medals of Honor in accordance 
with Special Orders No. 346, Headquarters, Army of the Potomac, 
December 2'2, 1864. 

1865-U.S. War Department. Memorandum. SfJ'Urce: Nat. Archives 
War Dept. AGO. 9£1;61-S. 

"In 1865, 8,000 additional Medals of Honor were bought from 
Wilson and Sons.'· 

Feb. 10, 1865-U.S. War Department, Army of the Potomae. Order. 
Source: U.S. Wa,. Dept. RepfYf't of Board of Of/loer8. 190-4- p. 15. 

Requested "the names of all such noncommissioned officers and 
enlisted men as have preeminently distinguished themselves by 
gallantry in the actions of the 5th, 6th, and 7th of February, 1865." 

1865-U.S. War Department. 0l!erations in Arkansas. Report, No. 
I-Addenda. Medals of Honor (2) won at Dardanelle, Ark. Jan.14, 
1865 and at Gilman's Ranch, Nebr., May 12, 1865. Source: Reb. Reo., 
I:XLVIll:IS. 

Jan. I-Apr. 3, 1865-U.S. 'War Department. The Richmond Cam­
paign. Report No. 178. Medals of Honor (11) awarded for dis· 
tinguished services. SfJ'Urce: Reb_ Ree., I: XLVI (1): 380. 

Jan. 1-June 30, 1865--LT.S. War Department. Operations in Louisi· 
ana and the Trans-Mississippi States and Territories. Medals of 
Honor (2) aw&rded for distinguished services. Smurce: Reb. Ree., I: 
XLVll (1):13. 

Jan. I-June 30, 1865--U.S. War Department. The Campaign of the 
Carolinas. Medals of Honor (3) awarded for distinguished services. 
Source: Reb. Ree.,I: XL Vll (l): 10J,3 . 

• Jan. 3-17, 1865--U.S. War Department. Expedition to and capture 
of Fort Fisher, N.C., and its de.P"ndents. Report No. 21. Medals 
of Honor (4) awarded for distmguished services. Souroe: Reb. 
Rec.,I:XLVI (1):4$1. 

Feb. 27-Mar. 28, 1865-U.S. War Department. Expedition from Win· 
chester to the Front of Petersburg, Va. ReJ!Ort No. 12. Medals of 
Honor (16) awarded for distinguIshed servICe. Source: Reb. Ree., 
I: XLVI (l) :509. 

Mar. 17-May 4, 1865--U.S. War Department. The Mobile (Ala.) 
Campaign. Rsport No. 90. l\{edals of Honor (13) awarded for dis­
tinguished servieAlS. Smtrce: Reo. Reo., I: XLIX (1): 313. 

Mar. 2'2-Apr. 24/. 1865--U.S. War Department. Wilson's Raid from 
Chlck8&.w to "elma, A1&., and MMon, Ga. Medals of Honor (12) 
awarded for distinguished sernoo;. Source: Reb. Ree., I: XLIX 
(1): 504. 

Mar. 28-Apr. 9, 1865--U.S. War Department. Medals of Honor (154) 
,won in the Appomattox (Va.) Campaign, March 28-A'pril 9, 1865. 
Report No. 266. SfJ'Urce: Reb. Ree., I: XLVI (1): 11!51-11!(Jl. 
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Apr. 1865---Presentatiou of 85 Rebel Flags Captured by General 
Sheridan's Command. Newspaper clipping. (Dau. and name of news­
paper not given.) S(flj.ree: Nat. Archives. War Dept., AGO. RPO. 
511698. 

Quotes from speech of Secretary of War Stanton: "To eMh one 
of you the thanks of the Government. A Medal of Honor will be 
awarded to eMh .... " Inu.rnal evidence indicates the ceremony 
took place very shortly afu.r the death of President Lincoln (April 
14, 1865). N ote.-This ceremony is not to ,be confused with the 
similar one held in Washington in December 1865 and described 
by Rodenbaugh in Uncle Sam's Medal of Horwr. 

June 8, 1865-U.S. War Department. Letter, from Assistant Adju­
tant Goo.ernl E. D. Townsend to Maj. Gen. E. R. S. Canby, Com­
manding Department of the Gulf, New Orleans. S(flj.rce: Reb. Ree., 
I: XLIX (1.): 105. 

Transmits nine Medals of Honor for deli very. 
June 17). 1865---U.S. War Department. Lltter from Assistant Adju­

tant lienerllJ E. D. Townsend to Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas, 
Commanding Department of the Cumberland. Source: Reb. Ree., 
I: XLIX (1):¥J2. 

Transmits 12 Medals of Honor for delivery. 
June 17, 1865---U.S. War Department. Wilson's Raid from Chicks­

saw to Selma, Ala., and Macon, Ga., March 22-April 24, 1865. 
Lltter dated Washington, D.C., to Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas, 
Commanding Department of the Cumberland. Source: Reb. Ree., 
I: XLIX (1):¥J2. 

Transmits 12 Medals of Honor for deli very. 
June 30, 1865---U.S. War Department. Operations in Maryland, East­

ern North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Virginia (except Southwestern), 
and West Virginia. Lltter dated June 30,1865, from Headquarters, 
155th Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers. Source: Reb. Ree., I: 
LI (J) : 1194. 

Lltter recommended two soldiers for the Medal. 
July 6, 1865---U.S. War Department. Correspondence, Orders, and 

Returns from March 16th to June 30,1865. Headquarters, Sixteenth 
Army Corps, Montgomery, Ala.., General Orders, No. 94. Source: 
Reb. Ree.,!: XLIX (~) : 1(f!0. 

Announced award of 5 Medals of Honor for "gallantry displayed 
in the capture of rebel flags." 

July 10, 1865---U.S. War Department. Headguarters, Seventeenth 
Army Corps. General Orders, No. 10, LouiSVIlle, Ky. Source: Reb. 
Ree.,!: LII (1) : 693. 

Awarded "the silver medal of honor of the corys" to four soldiers. 
Sept. 16, 1869-Beaumont, M. H., Editor and PublIsher, The Soldier's 

Friend. Lltter to General E. D. Townsend, Adjutant General, U.S. 
Army. Source: Nat. Archives. War Dept., AGO, AaJc-534(EB) 
1869. 

Oct. 1869-The Soldier's Friend. Source: Nat. Archives. War Dept., 
AGO, Aak-534(EB) 1869. 

List of names of the officers and enlisted men, to whom "Medals of 
Honor" had been awarded; prepared by the Adjutant General's 
Office, and transmitted to The Soldier's Friend with covering letter 
dated Sept. 29, 1869. 
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Nov. 19, 18'l2-U.S. War Department. General Orders, No. 99. 
Announced award of Medals of Honor to nine enlisted men who 

specially distinguished themselves in an engagement with hostile 
Indians OIl the North Fork of the Red River, Texas, September 29, 
1872. 

Jan. 28, 1875-U.S. War Department. Memorandum. "Special Acts of 
Gallantry to be stated in each Case." Source: In Nat. AreMveJl 110 

tratJe of do(JWmf;'Ttt COIn be frJWllll. 
This document is cited in Subject-Index to General Orders, 

1860-1880 (p. 164). 
Feb. 26, 187S-U.S. War Department. Recommendations of company 

commanders for conspicuous gallantry at Battle of Little Big Horn. 
With endorsement by command of Brig. Gen. Terry. SouToe: Nat. 
Arehweli. War Dept. AGO, 10818-A(EB)-1878. 

Mar. 22, 187S-U.S. War Department. Case of Medal of Honor 
directed by General Orders 195, of 1863. Source: Nat. Archives. 
War Dept., AGO, 771.1878. (See above, Jun. 29, 1863.) 

Sept. 8, 18iS-U.S. War Department. Headquarters of the Army. 
Adjutant General's Offiae. Request for Medals of Honor for enlisted 
men of the 7th Cava.!ry. SoU/roe: Nat. Arcliivll8'. W<l"1' Dept., AGO, 
10818-A (EB)-1878. 

Dec. HI, 1884-U.S. War Department. Circulars. Cironlar No. 11. 
"The following decisions, rulings, etc., have been made during 

the month of November 1884, and are published to the Army for 
the information of all conaerned : 

"MEDALS 

"The only decorations allowed to be worn On occasions of aero­
mon,Y an. the' Army corps badges' authorized by section 1227 of the 
ReVised Statutes; the 'Medal of Honor'; and the severnl distincth·e 
marks given for excellence in rifle practice, as prescribed by existing 
orders ... 

"By command of Lieutenant General Sheridan: 
"R. C. DRUM, 

"Adjutant General." 
Dec. 10, 1888-U.S. War Department. Headquarters of the Army. 

Adjutant General's Office. General Orders No. 109. 
"Announcement is made to the Army that it is in contemplation 

to publish annually, herMfter, at the clOse of each year, commencin,g 
with 1889, an order making mention of gallant or speciall,Y meri­
torious acts or conduct in service, on the part of either commissioned 
officers or enlisted men of the Army, and containing the names of 
those who have received Medals of Honor and Certificates of Merit. 
It is, therefore, directed that whenever an officer or soldier shall 
have di&tinguished himself, in any way, by service conspicuous for 
the skill, fortitude, courage, or gallantry displayed, a full n.port of 
the facts be at Once made, bv any officer cognizant of the same, 
through the military channer, to The Adjutant General, for the 
information of the Major General Commanding the Army. 

"By command of Major General Schofield: 
"R. C. DRUM, 

"Adjutant General." 
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Feb. 11, 1892-U.S. War Department. Circulars. Circular No.2. 
"Headquarters of the Army, Adjutant, ~neral's Office. 
"The following decisions, rulings, etc., have been made and are 

published to the Army for the information of all concerned: 

"MEDALS OF HONOR AND CERTIFICATES OF MERIT 

"Medals of Honor should be awarded to officers or enlisted men 
for distinguished bravery in action, while Certificates of Merit 
should, under the law, be a,varded for distinguished service, whether 
in action or otherwise, of It valuable character to the United States, 
as, for example, extrnordinary exertion in the preservation of human 
life, or in the preservation of public property, or rescuing public 
property from destruction by fire or otherwise1 or any hazardous 
sen'ice by which the Government is saved loss m men or material. 
Simple heroism in battle, on the contrary, is fitly re"arded by a 
Medal of Honor, although such act of heroism may;'ot have resulte.d 
in any benefit to the United States. Where the conduct of an en­
listed man, noncommissioned officer, or private has been represented 
to merit both a Medal of Honor and a Certificate of Ment, recom­
mendation may be made for both, either simultaneollSly or at 
different times. 

"By command of Major General Schofield; 
"J. C. KELroN, 

"Adjutant (}mw-al." 
1892-U.S. Department of Justice. Opinions of Attorney General 

of the United States. Vol. 20. 1895. Medal of Honor, pp. 421-
423. 

A claim for a Medal of Honor for an acting assistant surgeon 
during the Civil War is rejected. 

1895-U.s. War Department. Judge Advocate General. A Digest 
of Opinions of the Judge Advocate General of the Army. (Win­
throp) Washington, GPO. Medal of Honor, pp. 491-492. 

Mar 2, 1896--U.S. Laws, Statutes, etc. 20 Stat. 473. Joint resolu­
tion relative to the Medal of Honor authorized by the acts of July 
twelfth, eighteen hundred and sixty two, and March third, eighteen 
hundred and sixty three. 

Approved, Mav 2, 1896. 
Authorizes . :. "a rOllette or knot to be worn in lieu of the medal, 

and a ribbon to be worn with the medal ... " 
Nov. 10, 1896--U.S. War Department. Orders. 

"The ribbon to be of silk one inch wide and one inch in length: the 
center stripe of white one sixteenth of an inch "ide, flanked on either 
side by a stripe of blue seven thirty-seconds of an inch wide, bordered 
by two stripes of red each one-quarter of an inch wide. 

"The knot to be a bowknot of the same combination of colors as 
the ribbon above described, The ribbon and bowknot are shown 
in the designs hereto attached." 

Feb. 4, 1897-U.S. War Department. Adjutant General's OIIice. 
General Orders, No.4. 

Published to the Army the text of the War Department Order 
quoted above. 

,; 
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Feb. 18, 1897-U.S. War Department. Memorandum. 
Contains letter to Tiffany &; Co., ~ew York, ordering new ribbons 

and warning against their unauthorized sa;le. 
June 26, 1897-U.S. War Department. Regulations promulgated 

respecting the award of the Jl.fedal of Honor. 
June 30, 1897-U.S. War Department. Adjutant General's Office. 

General Orders, No. 42. 
Published to the Army the text of the War Department Regula­

tions da.ted June 26, 1897. 
June 30, 1897-U.S. War Department. Award of Medals of Honor, 
~niSh.American War. SCtlJl'Cc: AGO, D &\ A Branch. Precedem 

July 7, 1897-U.S. War Department. Adjutant General's Office. 
Circular No. 14. 

Published to the Army the text of the War Department Memo­
randum of Feb. 18, 1897. 

Sept. 3
t
1898-U.S. War Department. General Orders, No. 135. 

"I -The following rules will govern the award of Medals of 
Honor under the resolution of C<>ngress approved July 12, 1862, 
and under the act approved March 3, 1863, for such officers and 
etrlisted men of the Army, regular and volunteer, as may 'have 
most distinguished themselves in action.' 

"(a) Medals of Honor will not be awarded to officers or enlisted 
men except for distinguished bravery or conspicuous gallantry, 
which shall have been manifested in action by conduct that dis· 
tinguishes a soldier above his comrades, and that involves risk of life, 
or the performance of more than ordinarily hazardous duty. Recom· 
mendations for the award will be governed by this interpretation 
of extl'l\Ordinary merit. 

"( b) Recommendations should be made only by the officer in 
comma.nd at the time of the 'action,' or by an officer having personal 
cognizance of the specific act for which the medal was granted. The 
recommendation must be accompanied by a detailed recital of the 
circumstancee, a.nd by certificates of officers, or affidavits of enlisted 
men, who were eye-witnesses of the act. The testimony must, when 
prnotioable, embrace that of ",t least two eye-witnesses, and must 
describe specifically the act or acts by which the person in whose 
behalf the recommendation is made 'most distinguished' himself, 
and the facts in the ease must be further attested bv the official 
reports of the action, record of events, muster rolls, "and returns, 
and descriptive lists. 
"By order ofthe Secretary ofWIl.I': 

"H. C. CoRBIN, 
"Adjutant Gene1'f1l." 

1901-U.S. War Department. A Digest of Opinions of the Judge 
Advocates General of the Army (McClure). Washingt{)n, GPO, 
876 p. Medals of Honor, pp. 455-456. 

Feb. 15, 1901-U.S. War Department. Letter from Secretary of War 
Elihu Root to Hon. William R. Allison, chairman, Committee on 
Appropriation~ United States Senate. Source: Nat. Archi1Jl3!J. 
War Dept., A(tO, RcfJP 92467 R-J. 

Encloses proposed legislation on two awards to same person and 
time limit of three years from date of act. ' 
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Mar. 26, 1901-U.S. War Del?artment. Judge Advocate Gilneml's 
Office. Opinion of the Judge Advocate General relative to what 
constitutes a public record. Suurce: Wltr Dept. Oir., May 3,1901. 

May 3, 1901-U.S. War Department. Unnumbered Circular. 17 p. 
Soorce: Lihrary of the Judge Ad'vocate General. Vol'llllle entitled: 
"Oertain Unnumlleretl OirIJulars 1!JOO-IIJI0." 

Opinion and decision of the .T udge Advocate General of March 26, 
1901, published for the information and guidance of all concerned. 

Apr. 19, 1902-U.S. War Depart,ment. Special Orders No. 93, 
Paragraph 14. Appointed the original board of officers appointed 
by direction of the Secretary of War for the purpose of examining 
aJ'J>lications and recommendations for Medals of Honor and Cer. 
tlficates of Merit. 

June 4, 1902-U,S. War Department. Special Orders, No. 131. 
Dissolved board appointed April 19 ; appointed a new board, and 

transferred the unfilllshed business from the old to the new hoard . 
• July 17, 1902-U.S. War Department. General Orders, No. 81. 

Regulations for the uniform of the Army Published in General 
Orders. 

"General Regulatwm-6. Medals of Honor may be worn by officers 
and enlisted men entitled to them on all occasions of ceremony; the 
Medal to be attached to the coat at a point one inch below the open· 
ing ofth" collar." . 

Jnly 24, 1902-U.S. War Department. Headquarters oithe Army. Ad· 
jutant Giluem!'s Office. G<lneral Orders, No. 86. 

Directs that awards of Medals of Honor and Certificates of Merit 
will be announced in Gilneml Orders Adjutant General's Office. 

Aug. 26, 1902-U.S. War Department. Compilation of papers relating 
to the Congressional Medal of Honor. 67 p. typescript. Source: Nat. 
Archives. War Dept. AGO, RPO 1JOfWi'3. 

1902-U.S. War Department. Soorce: Nat. Archives. War Dept., AGO, 
lIJ1998. Correspondence relating to the development of the new de­
sign of the Medal of Honor. 

Sept. 28, 1902-U.S. Department of Justice. Opinion and Decision of 
the Attorney Gilneral. Official Opinions of the Attorneys General of 
the United States. XXIV: 127-132. 

Refers to presentation of ~Ieda1s of Honor to persons not in service 
at time of presentation. 

Nov. 18, 1902-U.S. Mint. Letter from Director of Mint Gilorge E. Rob. 
erts to ~faj. Giln. H. C. CorJ,'n. Adjutant Gilneral, War Department. 
800Tce: Nat. ArchVve8. W,( !/ept., AGO, 461,998. 

Suggests inviting a nUl: 0r ,'f well·known artists to compete "for 
such a sum as you may be 1 used to offer." 

~ov. 20, 1902-U.S. War D"partment. Letter from Board of Officers 
to the Secretary of War. Source: W aT Dept. General Orders. 190e. 
No.lU. 

Remarks of Board of Officers appointed to examine and report on 
applications and recommendations for Medals of Honor and Certifi· 
cat~ of Merit. 

Nov. 25, 1902-U.S. Mint. Letter from Charles E. Barber, engraver, 
Mint Service, U.S. Mint, Philadelphia, to Major General Corbin. 
SOOTce: Nat. ArchiveII, War Dept., AGO, lIJlfJfJ8. 
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Requests from Gtmeral Corbin fuller details concerning the new 
medal" desired. 

Dec. 9, 1900-U.S. War Department. Lebter from Adjutant General 
Corbin to Charles E. Barber, engraver, U.S. Mint. Source: Nat. 
Archw68. War Dept., AGO, 481998. 

Dec. 111 1900-U.S. War Department. General Orders, No. 125. 
Puolishes text of report of Board of Officers (see above, Nov. 20, 

19(2). 
Dec. 31, 1900-U. S. War Department. General Orders, No. 132. 

Revised regulations for the uniform of the Army. 
Feb. 6, 1903-U.S. Department of Justice. Opinion and decision of the 

Attorney General. Official opinions of the Attorneys General of the 
United States. XXIV: 580-582. 

Discusses time limits. Gives opinion that Medal cannot be awarded 
if recommendation is made after person involved is discharged. 

Mar. 12, 1903-U.S. War Department. Geneml Orders, No. 28. 
Paragraph 19916 added to Army Regulations: "Neither a Medal 

of lIonor nor a uertificate of Merit will be awa.rded in a.ny ca.se 
.... hen the service of the person recommended, subsequent to the time 
when he distinguished himself, ha.s not been honorabfe." 

Mar. 16, 1903-U.S. War Department. Cirou"'r. 
Publishes text of opinions of Department of J nstice of September 

23,1902, and February 6, 1903, quoted above. 
Nov. 12, 1903-J..etter, from GOO. 1I0ra.tio C. King, Adjntant of the 

Medal of Honor I..egion, New York City, to Elihu Root Secretary 
of War, Wa.shington, D.C. Source: Nat. Archives. War Dept., AGO 
flt.jB7 -R-1. 

Announces thQ,t the Legion ha.s adopted a resolutiou approving 
chanr in design of Medal. 

Nov. 1 ,1903-U.S. War Department. Letter from Elihu Root, Sec· 
retary of Wa.r, to General Kin~l Brooklyn, N.Y. SQUrce: Nat. 
Archw68. War Dept., AGO, RPOtJ'J&.jB7-R-l. 

Proposes to tra.nsmit design of new Medal of Honor to Medal of 
Honor Legion. 

Dec. 10, 1903-U.S. Wa.r Department. Letter from ElFhu Root, Sec· 
retary of War, to the Speaker of the lIouse of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C. Source: Nat. Archives. War Dept., AGO, Ene. 
to 481998. 

Transmits proposed legislation for the new Medal. 
.Jan. 5, 1904-U.s. War Department. Letter from Elihu Root

l 
Sec· 

re~ of War, to A. T. HuH, ehainnan, Committee on Mi itary 
A/faIl'S, House of Representatives. SQUTce: Nol. ArcMves. War 
Dept., AGO (EMl.) 

Proposes amendments to pending legislation. 
Jan. 8, 1904--U.S. War Department. Proceedings of 11 Board of Officers 

appointed by Speci"l Orders, ~o. 131, June 4, 1902. PubliBhed in 
rJ.8. War Department. Report of a board of OtJiCe1'B, 1904. (See 
below, Medal of lIonor Bibllography-1904.) 

Mar. 26, 1904--Est1'~." L. G. IJeiJter sent to Med"l of Honor winners 
in the city of Washington, D.C. SQUroe: War Dept., AGO, Decora· 
tW1I1J &: Awards 81' .. Precedent File. 

Ma.rks inceptiou' of a movement in Washington, D.C., to create 
an organization of Medal of Honor winnel'S. 
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Apr. 14, 1904-United States ~fedal of Honor Club. Source: War 
Dept., A GO, Dec. & A wm'(Z. Br., Precedent file. 

Record of first meeting of club not.>AI above. 
Apr. 15, 1904-U.S. Laws, Statutes, etc. 33 Stat. 588. Joint Resolution 

authorizing the issue of duplicate medals where the originals have 
been lost or destroyed. 

Apr. 23, 1904-U.S. Laws, Statutes, etc. 33 Stat. 274. Au act making 
"ppropriations for the support of the Army for the fiscal year end­
ing June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and five, and for other 
purposes. * * * 

"Ordnance Department . . . Ordnance, Ordnance Stores and 
Supplies: For three thousand medals of honor to be prepared, with 
suitable emblematic devices, upon the deilif of the medal of honor 
heretofore issued, or upan an improve design, together with 
appropriate rosettes or other insignia to be worn in lieu of the medal, 
and to be presented by direction of the President, and in the n>Lme 
of Congress to such officers, noncommissioned officers, and privates 
as have most distingnished, or may hereafter most d1stmgnish, 
themselves by their gallantry in action, twelve thousand dollars: 
Pr(}vuud, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and directed to use so many of the medals and rosettes or other 
insignia provided for by thIS Act as may be nOO<'SBary to replace 
the medals that have been issued under the joint resolution of 
Congress approved July twelfth, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, 
and section 6 of the Act of Congress approved March third, eighteen 
hundred and sixty·three. And p(}1)ided lwrtMr, That whenever it 
shall appear from official records in the War Department that 
'any officer or enlisted man of the Army so distingnished himself in 
action as to entitle him to the award of the congressional medal of 
honor under the provisions of the sixth section of the Act of Congress 
approved March third, eighteen hundred and sixty.three, entitled 
'An Act making appropriations for the sundry civil expenses of 
the Government for the year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hun­
dred and sixty·four, and for the year ending thirtieth of June, 
eighteen hundred and sixt,y-three, and for other purposes,' the fact 
that the person who so distinguished himself has since become sep­
arated from the military service, or that the award of the medal to 
him was not specifically reeommended or applied for while he was in 
the said service, shaH not be held to prevent the award and present~,· 
tion of the medal to such person under the provisions of the law 
hereinbefore cited." 

Apr. 28, 1904-U.S. War DeIHtrtment .. General Orders, No. 76. 
Publish .. , to the Army text of act of April 23, 1904, relating to 

the Medal of H OllOl'. 
Apr. 29, 1904-1).8. War Department. General Orde.rs, ;'\0. 77. 

Publishes to the Army text of nrt of April 15, 1904, relating to 
the Medal of Honor. 

May II, 1904-1'.8. War Department. Orders. Administration of 
Medal of HOllO!' ron,olid:>terl under the MHitarv Secretary. Sourer: 
Na!. ATcMI!P.r. War Dep!. AJ,'(), R &- P i}~J,fl7"':R-IJ (ElIclo.mreR). 

May 16, W04-U.S. War Department. Office of the Judge Advocate 
General. Letter to the Militflry Secretary, states the basis upon 
which ,,]1 awards of the Medal o'f Honor hONe been made subsequent 
to the act approve.d April 23, 19Q4. 
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May 26, 1904---U.S. War Department. Circular. 
"Under the act of Congress approved April 23, 1904, the evidence 

to justify the award of a Medal of Honor must be derived from the 
oIIicial records of the War Department. To entitle a record to be 
regarded as an official record it must have been made at, or reason­
ably near, the event of which i,t purports to be the record, and by an 
officer whose duty under the law, regulations, or custom of service 
it was to make 11." 

Aug. 22, 19M-U.S. War Department. Circular No. 36. 
Publishes provisions of act of April 23, 1904. 

Sept. 15, 1904--U.S. War Department. Orders. 
Describes fonn of inscription on reverse of Medal. 

Nov. 22, 19M-U.S. Patent Office. Design Serial No. 37236 and Specifi­
cation. Application filed Mar. 9J904. Term of pateot, 14 years. 

December 1904---U.S. Patent Omce. Transfer of Patent of Medal 
of Honor Design, under Patent No. 37236. Source: Nat. Archives. 
War Dept., AGO, 461fJfJ8. 

Goorga L. Gillespie transfers patent design for the new Medal of 
Honor "to W. H. Taft and his successor or suc",cssors as Secretary 
of War of the United States of America." 

Dec.3L 1904--U.S. War Department. General Orders, No. 197. 
Revised regnlations for the unifonn of the Anny published. 
" ... the medal shall be worn pendant from the neck; the rib­

bon passing between the upper and lower hooks of the coat eollar so 
that the medal shall bang about one inch below the opening of the 
collar." 

Apr. 20, 1905-U.S. War Department. Office of The .Judge Advocate 
General. Digest of Opinions of The Judge Advocate General of 
the Army. 1912. p. 665. 

Defines the tenn "official record" and rules that an oral recom­
mendation is not an official record. 

Apr. 29, 1905-U.S. War Department. Circular No. 22. 
"4. An oral recommendation for the award of a medal of honor 

not regarded as an official record ••. " 
Jun. 14, 1905-U.S. War Department. Description of the design of 

the Medal of Honor and correspondence pertaining to its adoption. 
16 p. 

Part I: Description of the l\[edal of Honor. Part II: Corre­
spondence on subject of new Medal of Honor Design. 

Jan. 25, 1907-U.S. Laws, Statutes, etc. 34 Stat. 1420. Joint Resolution 
authorizing the Secretary of War to award the Congressional Medal 
of Honor to Monroe ReIsinger for specially brn ve and meritorious 
conduct at the Battle of Gettysburg. 

Feb. 27, 1907-U.S. Laws, Statutes, etc. 34 Stat. 1422 .• Joint Reso· 
lution relating to the holders of Medals of Honor. 34 Stat. 1422. 

". . . wherever the holders of such Medals of HOllOI' have sur­
rendered them, in order to receive the medals provided by such Act 
approved April twenty-third, nineteen hundred and four, such 
medals shall be returned to them: Providt;d, That no recipient of 
both medals shall wear both medals at the same time." 

Mar. 16, 1907-U.S. War Depflrtment. General Orders, No. 54. 
Publishes text of .Joint Resolution of Feb. 27, 1907, relating to the 

Medal of Honor. 
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Aug. 14, 190T-U.S. War Department. General Orders, No. 169. 
Revised the regulations for the wearing of the Medal of Honor. 

Mar. 10, 190B--U.S. War Department. General Orders, No. 33. 
Provided for wearing of Medal of Honor ribbon in lieu of the 

badge under specified conditions. 
Dec. T, 1910-Huidekoper, Frederic L. Letter to Gp-lleral Robert Shn.w 

Oliver, Assistant Secret!,'ry of War, War Department, Washington, 
D.C. Source: Nat. ArehweIJ. War Dept. AGO, BPO f)1?l,iJ7 B-1. 

Suggests methods for more publiClty being given the Medal. 
Dec. 8 1910-CS. War Department. Letter from Assistant Secretary 

of War, Robert Shaw Oliver, to General Frederic L. Huidekoper. 
Source: Nat. Archives. War Dept. AGO f)fJMJ7 B-1. 

Thanks him for the suggestions. 
June 23, 1911-Memo From Currier to the Rolls Division regarding 

George Scott. Source: NatWrvil Arehive8, War Dept. ,AGO 10818-
A (EB)-1878. 

1912-U.S. War Department. A DiRest of Opinions of The .fudge 
Advocates General of the Army. W'ashington, GPO. 1,011 p. 

Medals of Honor, pp. 664-666. 
May 12, 1913-U.S. War Department. Orders. Source: Nat. Archive8. 

War Dept., AGO, 991467 B-2. 
These Orders distributed business of War Department as between 

the Secretary of War the Assistant Secretery of War, and the As· 
sistant and' Chief clerk of the War Department. All business 
relating to the Medal of Honor and the Certificate of Merit was 
assigned to the Assistant Secretary of War. 

Mar. 4, 1915-U.S. Laws, Statutes, etc. 38 Stat.la9a. 
Authorizes the medal for Maj. John O. Skinner, surgeon, United 

States Army, retired, for gallantry in action while serving as an 
acting assistant surgeon, United States Annv, a.t the Modoc strong· 
hold during the battle of Jan. IT, 1873, in the Lava Beds, Oreg. 

"The medal is made of silver, hl:lavily electroplated in gold, this 
department from the use of gun metal beinB' necessary as the base 
metals would not earry the enameling heremafter mentioned. The 
chief feature of the old medal, the five·pointed star, has been re­
tained, and li, its center appears the head of the heroic Mineva, 
th highest symbol of wisdom and righteous war. Surrounding this 
central feature in circular form are the words 'United States of 
Ameriea,' representing nationality. An open laurel wreath, enameled 
in green, encircles the star, and the oak lea"es at the bases of the 
prongs of the star are likewise enameled in green to give them 
promlnene&. 

"The medal is suspended by a blue silk dbbon, spangled with 
thirteen white stars representing the original States, and this ribbon 
is nttached t.o an eagle supported upon Ii horizontal bar. Upon the 
bar, which is attached to two points of tile star, appears the word 
'valor,' indicativ. of the distinguished service represented hy the 
medal. 

"The reverse side of the medal is engraved with the name of the 
person honored and the place aud date of the distinguished service 
for which awar.ded. The medal may be suspended from the neck 
or attached by pm upol1left breast. 

"The rosette is hexagonal in folm and spangled witII thirteen 
white stars, and is identical in color with the ribbon." 
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Sept, 20, 1905--U.S. President. Executive Order. Formal presenta· 
tion of Medl\ls of Honor. 

"The presentation of a Medal of Honor to an officer or enlisted 
man in the military service, awarded under the Joint Resolution of 
Congress approve<f July 12, 1862, and the Ad of Congress approved 
Manih 3, 1863, will always be made with formal and impressive 
ceremonial. 

"The recipient will, when practicable, be ordered to Washington, 
D.C., and the presentation will be made by the President, as Com­
mander-in-Chief, or by such representative as the President may 
designate. 

"When not practicable to have the presentation at Washington, 
the details of time, place, and ceremony will be prescribed by the 
Chief of Staff for each case. 

"On campaign, the presentation will be made by the Division or 
bigher commander. 

(Signed) Tm;oDORE ROOSEVELT. 
THE W Ht'rE HOUSE, 

Septem1Jer !!to, 1905." 
Sept. 23, 1905--U.S. War Department. General Orders, No. 158. (For 

all supp<?rting documents see National Arohives 956103 M.S.O.) 
Pubhshes text of the Executive Order of the President above. 

Nov. 3 1905-U.S. Department of Justice. Opinion and Decision of 
the Ittorneys General. Official Opinions of the Attorneys General 
of the United States. XXV:529-532. 

War Department Order requiring surrender of old medals by 
applicants for the new is upheld. 

Apr. 21, 1916-U.S. Laws, Statutes, etc. 39 Stat. 53. 
"An Act to establish in the W"'r Department and in the Navy 

Department, respectively, a roll, designated as 'the Army and Navy 
medal of honor roll,' and for other purposes. 

"Be it enacted by the Sen<Jte and H (HJ.'!e of Repre8entatives of the 
United State. of America in Congre8s a.~8embled, That there ;s 
hereby established in the War Department and Navy Department, 
respectively, a roll designated as 'the Army and Navv medal of 
honor rolL' Upon written applic!l.tion made to the Secretarv of the 
proper department, 4lnd subject to the conditions and requirements 
hereinafter contained, the name of each surviving person who has 
served in the military Or naval service of the ITmted States in any 
war, \Vho has attained or shall attain the age of sixty-five years, and 
who has been awarded n medal of honor for having in action in­
volving actual conflict with an enemy distinguished hlmaelf conspic· 
uously by gallantry or intrepidity, at the risk of his life, a:bove, and 
beyond the call of duty, and ,vho was honorably discharged from 
servij)e bv muster out, resignation, or otherwise, shall be, by the Sec· 
retary of the proper departmen4:, entered and recordod on said roll. 
Applications for entry on said roll shan be made in such form and 
under such regulations as shall be prescribedbv the War Department 
and N",vY Department, respectively, nnd proper blanks and instruc­
tions shall be, by the proper Secretary, furnished without charge 
upon request made bv any person claiming the benefits ofthis Act. 

"SEC. 2. That ,t shall be the duty of the Secretary of War and 
of the Secretary of the Navy to carry this Act into effect and to 
decide whether each applicant, under this Act, in his deparlment is 
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entitled to the benefit of this Act. If the official II ward of the medal 
of honor to the applicant, or the official notice to him thereof, shan 
appear to show that the medal of honor was awarded to the applicant 
for such an aet as is required by the provisions of this Act, It she.!l 
be deemed sufficient to entitle the applicant to such specie.! pension 
without further investigation. Otherwise all official correspondence, 
orders, reports, recommendations, requests, and other evidence now 
on file in any public office or department shall be considered. A 
oortificate of service and of the act of heroism, gallantry, bravery, 
or intrepidity for which the medal of honor was awarded, and ()f 
enrollment under this Act, and of the ri~ht of the special pensioner 
to be entitled to and to receive the specIal pension herein granted, 
shall be furnished each person whose name shan be so entered on ., 
said roll. The Secretary of War and the Secretary of the Navy 
shan deliver to the Coillmissioner of Pensions a certified copy of 
eaeh of such of said certificates as he may issue, as aforesaid, and 
the same shall be fun and sufficient authority to the Commissioner of 
Pensions for the payment by him to the beneficiary named in ESCh 
such certificate the special pension herein provided for. 

"Slm. 3. That each such surviving person whose name she.ll have 
been entered on said roll in accordance with this Act she.ll be en­
titled to and shall receive and be paid by the Commissioner of Pen­
sions in the Department of the Interior, out of any moneys in the 
Treasury of the United States not otherwise appropriated a special 
pension of $10 per month for life, payable quarter yearly. The Com­
missioner of Pensions shall make aJl necesary rules and regulations 
for making payment of such special pensions to the beneficiarieS 
thereof. 

"Such special pension shall begin on the day that such peI'llOll 
shall file his application for enrollment on said roll in the office of 
the Secretarv of War or of the Secretary of th" Navy after the pas­
sage and approval of this Act, and shall continue during the life of 
the benefiCIary. 

"Such special pension shall not deprive any such s~ial pensioner 
of any other pension or of any benefit, right, or prIYilege to which 
he is or may hereafter be entitled under any existing or subsequent 
law, but shall be in addition thereto. 

"The special pension allowed under this Act shall not be subject 
to any attachment, exclusion, levy, tax, lien, or detention under 
an?,'_process whatever. 

'SEC. 4. That in C3Se any person has been awarded two or more 
medals of honor, he shall not be entitled to and shan not receive 
more than ooesuch special pension. 

"Rank in the servlce shn.lI not be oonsiden>d in applications filed 
hereunder. 

"A pproved April 27 ,1916:' 
,Tune 3, 191&-U.S. Laws, Statutes, etc, 39 Stat. 214. 

"SEC. 122: Inve8t(qatiAm conce1'ning Medal. of Honl'lr. A board to 
consist of five general officers on the retired list of the Armv shan be 
convened . . . for the purpose of investigating and reporting 
upon past awards Or issue of the so-called congressional medal of 
honor ... " 
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June 30, 1916-U.S. Laws, Statutes, etc. 39 Stat. 242. An Act making 
appropriations for the payment of invalid and other pensions of 
the United States for the fiscal year ended June thirtieth, nineteen 
hundred and seventeen, and for other purposes. 

Provides that allowances to medal of honor pensioners under the 
Act of Apr. 27, 11H6 "shall be paid from the moneys appropriated 
for the payment of invalid and other pensions.". . 

Dec. 26, 1916-U.S. War Department. H. P. McCain/.. The Adjutant 
General. LOOter to Warren G. Harding, United ;:o;tates Senator. 
Bowrce: Nat. Archives. War Vept .• AGO. 9£1fJ7 R4 (Encl.) 

Answers a question of a constltuimt regarding differences between 
gratuitiesconnooted with Army Medal and Navy Medal. 

June 21, 1917-U.S. War Department. Newton D. Baker, Secretary 
of War. Letter to Hon. Geor~ E. Chamberlain, Chairman, Com­
mittee on Military Affairs, U.S. Senate. Bource: U.8. O<>ngre88. 
8enateReport No. 73. June ftS, 1917. 

" ... It is the opinion of the War Department that such a bill 
1!S·the one proposed is verv desirable so far as it provides for awards 
of medals of honor and dIstinguished service medals for g • .nant and 
distinguished service that may be rendered hereafter." Continuing, 
Secretary of War Baker ,,"prosed himself as firmly opposed, how­
ever, to awards of the Congressional Medal of Honor or the Dis­
tinguished Service Medal for past deeds: "There are so man)' 
anglES from which this matter may be approached, if the past IS 
opened up/ and the evidence that would be presented to prove cases 
is in such Irregular, ca.sual, verbal, and docwnentary form that it is 
not believed possible to do justice to individuals In all cases that 
would come up for consideration. The War Department believes 
that the bill should give us a firm foundation as a course of action 
for the future, but that it should not involve the War Department 
in the labor and annoyance and subject it to the criticism that it is 
thought would result if the billl'rovides for the award of distin· 
guished service medals for servIceS performed in the past, other 
than the c&SeS for which the certificate of merit has already been 
granted." 

June 2~ 1917-P.S. Congress. Senate. Report No. 73. Medals of Honor 
and lJistinguished Service Medals. Report to accompany S. 1720. 
(8eealso, Sept. 7, 1917,below.) 

"As an important measure of military preparedness. the pending 
bill (S. 1720) prop~ to make definite and adequate both the mode 
in which and the basis on which such recognition of deeds of con­
spicuous gallantry Qr other e"ceptionally meritorious services shall 
hereafter be ""tended." 

Sept. 7, 1917-U.S. Congress. House. Report No. 140. Medals of 
Honor and Distinguished Service Medals. Report to accompany 
S.1720. (&e also June 28, 1917, above.) 

Dec. 20, 1917-U.S. War Department. War College Division. Memo· 
·randum for the Chief of Staff. 8()U1'oe: Memorafldum. ;Var. 6, 1918 

(8ee above). . 
Recommends that without waiting for legislative action an execu­

tive order should be issued providin& for the establishment of a 
Distinguished Service Cross and It Distmguished Service Medal. 
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,Ta;n. 11, I9I8-U.S. War Department. General Orders, No.6. Par. 4. 
Reward for Exceptional Services and Condnct in the FftCe of the 
Enemy. 

,Tan. 12 1918-U.S. War Department. General Orders, No.6 .. 
"1. ily direction of the President the following dI'CoratlOns IlJld 
insi~ia are authorized : 

" a) Dist.inguished Servi", Cross .. . 
" b) Distinguished Service Medal .. . 
" c) War·service chevrons . . . 
" d) Wonnd chevrons . . ." 

Feb. 11, I918-U.S. War Department. General Headquarters. Ameri­
can Expeditionary Forces. General Orders No. 26. Souroe: AGO, 
Dec. &, A,varda Br., Precedent ll'i1", "A"thoriwiO'n anti ReglJr 
7atio'n$". 

Contains orders covering award of Medal of Honor to a person 
apparently fatally wounded. 

Feb. I'?>. I91S-U.S. War Department. Chief of Stall'. Memorandum 
for The Adjutant Gene"",1 of the Army. Subject: Posthumous 
award of the Medal of Honor. 

Amends War Department Gen""",l Orders of Jan. 11, 1918 to 
read: "The medal so awarded will be issned to the nearest heir of 
the deceased person." 

Feb. 21, I9I8-U.S. War Department. General Ordet13, No. 20. The 
last senten(,AI of paragraph 4, General Orders No.6, War Depart. 
ment, 1918, is amended to rend as follows: 

"The medals SO awarded will be issued to the llearest heir of the 
deceased person." 

Mar. 6, I918-U.S. War Department. Office of The Judge Advocate 
General. Memorandum for General Crowder. 5 p. typescript. 
SO'W'Ge: JAG, Mail&: Records Section. 

"A terse history of proceedings in connection with S. 1720 an 
Aot to provide for-the award of Medals or Honor and Distinguished 
Service Medals." 

May 9, 1915-U.S.G.H.Q. American Expeditionary Forces. Bulletin 
No. 25. France. 

Instructions on American awards for gallmtry in action and ex­
eeptionalJy meritorious service. Sate standards. 

June 9t I9IS-U.S. War Department. General Pershing's Order Pre­
scribmg Ceremon,Y for the Presentation of U.S. Army Honors. 
Souroe: The Otiieial Bulletin, Vol. II. June 10, 1918. p. 3. 

,July 9, I918-l,;.$. Laws, Statutes, etc. 40 Stat. 8iO. The legislation 
which clarified all questions on the Medal of Honor and established 
the D.S.M., D.S.C., and Silver Star. 

"Medals of honor, distinguished service crossa" and distinguished 
service medals: That the provisions of existinl!;. law relating to the 
award or medals of honor to officers, non~,ommiSsioned officers, and 
privates of the Army be, and they hereby are, amended so that the 
President is authorized to present, in the name of the Congress, a 
medal of honor only to each person who} while an officer or enlisted 
man of the Army 1 shall hereafter, in actIon inyolying actual conlliet 
\vith an enemy, dIstinguish himself conspicuously by gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk or his lire above and beyond the call or" duty. 

" 
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"That the President be, and he is hereby, further authorized, to 
present, but not in the name of Congress, " dlstm~llshed serVIce 
ern"s of appropriate design and a ribbon, together wIth a rosette ,or 
other device, to be worn in lieu thereof, to any person who, w!llle 
serving in any capacity with the Armv of the Uruted States Sl~ce 
t!Ie .i,,,th day of April, nineteen h!,n~red and, seventeen, has dll!­
tmgUlshed, or who shall herenfter dlstmgUlsh, hImself or herself by 
extraordinary heroism in connection with military operatIOns 
against an armed enemy, 

"That the President be, and he is hereby, further .. uthol'ized to 
present, but not in the name of Congress, a distinguished service 
medal of appropriate design and a ribbon, together with a rosette 
or other dence, to be worn in lieu thereof, to any person who, while 
serving in any capacity with the Army of the United States since 
the sixth day of April, nineteen hundred and seventeen, has dis­
tinguished, or who hereafter shall distinguish, himself or herself by 
e::reept.ionally meritorious service to the Government in n duty uf 
great responsibility; and said distinguished service medal shall also 
be issued to 0.11 enlisted men of the Army to whom the certificate 
of merit has been granted up to and including the date of the 
pll81jRg"C of this act under the pro"isions of previously e,xisting law, 
In liou of such certificates of merit, and after the pll.SSage of this 
ac( the award of the certifica.t" of merit for distinguished serviLe 
shall coose; and additional pay heretofore authorized by law for 
holders of the certifi~.&te of merit shall not be paid to them beyund 
the date of the award of the distinguished service medal in lien 
thereof as aforesaid, 

"That each enlisted mall of the Army to whom there has beeu 
or shall be a"",,rded a medal of honor, a distinguished service cross, 
or a distinguished service medal shaU, f'lr each such awal'd, be 
entitled to additiDnal pay at the rate of $'2 per mouth fronl the 
date of the distinguished act or service on which the a ward is bas<>Al, 
and each bar, or other suitable device, in Heu of Ii medal of honor, 
a distinguished sen-ice "ross, Dr a distiuguished s"rdc. medal, as 
hereinafter provided fDr, shall entitle him to further additional pay 
at the rate of $2 ~er mouth from the date of the distingui.hed act 
c>r servioe fur whIch the bar is awarded, and said additional pav 
shall continue throughout his aeth·. service, whether such service 
shall or shall not b3 continuous; bnt when the award is in ]jeu of 
the c,ertificntc of merit, us provided for in sectiOll three hereof the 
additional pay shall begin with the dute of the nward, ' 

"That uo more thu!, ~lllC ~ed ... l of hOllor or oue distinguished 
serVWl cross or oue dlstmglllshed servIce mednl 8hn]] be issued t(J 
~ny, Dne person; but fO}' each succeeding deed or I10t h'uffic;ent to 
JustIfy the '! w~\rd ~f " medal of honor or " distinguished senice 
cross or II dlstlllf!:U·shed sen-lCll medal, reepeeti"e]y, the l'resident 
may award It 811lt" hIe bar, or otber snit,.ble devic .. _ to be 'vom .s 
he shall direct llUrl for each other citatioll of an officer or eulisted 
man for !!ullumry in act,ion Jlublished ill ordet"S issued from the 
h"";'iquarte,"S of It force commanded by 11 ~nernl officer he 810,,11 be 
entitled to wellr, lIS the President, shall dIrect. n "ih'et' still' three, 
slxteenths of nn inch ill diamett'r. 
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"That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby authorized to 
extend from the appropriations for contingent expenses of his de­
partment from time to time so much as may be necessary to defray 
the cost of the medals of honor, distinguished services crosses, 
distinguished service medals, bars, rosettes, !\ud other devices here­
inbefore provided for_ 

"That whenever a medal, cross, bar, ribbon, rosette or other device 
presented under the provisions of this act shall have heen lost, 
destroyed, or rendered unfit for use, without fault or neglect on the 
part of the person to whom it was awarded, such medal, cross, bar, 
ribbon, or device shall be replaced without charge therefor. 

"That, except as otherwise prescribed hereinl no medals of honor, 
distinguished service cross, distinguished service medal, or bar, or 
other suitable device in lieu of either of said medals or of said cross, 
shall be issued to any person after more than three vears from the 
date of the act justifying the a ward thereof, nor unless a specific 
statement or report distinctly setting forth the distinguished service 
and suggesting or recommending official recognition thereof shall 
have been made at the time of the distinguished service or within 
two years thereafter, nor unless it shall appear from official records 
in the War Department that such person has so distinguished him­
self as to entitle him thereto; but in case an individual who shall 
distinguish himself dies before the making of the award to which he 
may he entitled, ti,e award may, n",re,rtheless, he made and the 
medal or cross or device presented, within three years from the 
date of the act justifying the a ward thereof, to such representative 
of the deceased as the President may designate; but no medal, cross, 
bar, or other device, hereinbefore authorized, shall be awarded or 
presented to any individual whose entire service subsequently to 
the time he distinguished himself shall not ha va heen honorable; 
but in cases of officers and enlisted men now in the Army for whom 
the award of the medal of honor has been recommended in full 
compliance with then ~xistinll regulations but on account of services 
\vhich, though insufficient fully to justify the award of the medal 
of honor, appear to have heen sooh as to justify the award of the 
distinguished service cross or distinguished service medal herein­
hefore provided for, such cases may be considered and acted upon 
under the provisions of this act authorizing the award of the dis­
tinguished service cross and distinguished service medal. notwith­
standing that said services mav have been rendered mOre than three 
)lears before said cases shall "have heen considered as authorized, 
;,y this act, but all consideratiou of find action upon any of said 
cases shan be based exclusively upon official records now on file 
in the War Department; and in the cases of officers and enlisted 
men now in the Army who have been mentioned in orders, now a 
part of official recoritF, for extrnordil'nrv heroism or especially meri~ 
torious services. suell as to j'l'tiiy the award of the distinl{Uished 
service cross or the distinguished service medal hereinbefore pro­
vided for. such cases may lie considered and acted On under the pro­
visions of this act, notwithstanding that said act or services may have 
heen rendered more than three years before said cases shall have heen 
considered as authorized by this act, but all oonsideration of and 
action upon any said cases shall be based exclusively upon official 
records of the War Department. 
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"That, the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to delegate, 
under such conditionsl regulations, and limitations as he shal! pre­
scribe, to the commanaing general of a separate army or higher unit 
in the field, the power conferred upon him by this act to award the 
medal of honor, the distingllished service cross, and the distinguished 
service medal; and he is further authorized to make from time to 
time anv and all rules, regulations, find orders which he shall deem 
necessary to carry into ell'ect the provisions of this act and to execute 
the full purpose and intention thereof. 

"That the President is authorized, under regulations to be pre­
scribed by him, to confer such medals and decorations as may be 
authorized in the military service of the "G nited States upon officers 
and Ion:isted men of the military forces of the countries concurrently 
engaged with the "Gnited States in the present war." 

.Tuly 22, 1915-U.S. War Department, Bulletin No. 4a, 1918. Part I, 
p. 29; Part II, pp. 42-44. Text of Act of July 9, 1918 published to 
the Army. 

September, 1915-"G.S. War Department. The Adjutant General. No 
more than one Medal of Honor can be issued. Sowroe: AGO, D &: A 
Sec., Precedent File-Awa:rds for additWruil acts of gallantry. 

Nov. 22. 1915-U.S. War Dmartment. The Adjutant General. First 
Medal of Honor Award in World War I. Correspondence. Sowrce: 
AGO.D & A Se~., Precedent File-Medal of Honor-First Award. 

Feb. 20; 1919-U.S. War Department. Circular No. 85. Changes in 
Army Regulations. "No more than one Medal of Honor ... shall 
he issued to nnv one oorson ... !' 

Aug.H, 1919-'O.S. War Department. War Department GeneraJ Stall'. 
Stall' Memo. Custody of Medals of Honor. Source: AGO, Dec. &: 
Award. Ref' .. Equip. 6111, AG f!f!0.6f!, Mi8c. D'i1J., Precedent File, 
"Medal of HOM1'--ProCU1YYf'Mnt of." 

"1. The request for the transfer of the A. H. G. of all medals of 
honor, ribbons, ek. now in the War Department Supply Div. as 
recommended in Par. 7, 3d Ind. is approved. Hereafter the QMC 
will be responsible for the issue of same ... FBN/10/2O/19." 

Aug. 18, 1920--U.S. War Department. Medals of Honor Only to 
Next of Kin. Memorandum for the AdjutAnt General of the Army. 
From Assistant to the Chief of Stall', Director of Operations. 

Source: 
AGO. Dec.&: AlIJard.s Sec., Precedent File, "Medal of HonO'l'-HeVr8 
Olitaini ." 

"The Secretary of War has decided that posthumous awards of 
medals can be made only to the next of kin of the deceased or to such 
other person or persons as the next of kin specifically designate." 

Oct. 20, 1919-"G.S. Fine Arts Commission. Proposed Change in Design 
of ;-'fedal of Honor. Correspondence with Commission on Fine Arts, 
See letter from Fine Arts Commission submitting new design for 
;\fedal of Honor. S<YIlorce: AGO Central File. (Pentagon) AG ~10. 
623. Oct. eo, 1919. (AGO PrecedentFile,D&: A Br.) 

Mar. 411921-U.S. L,,;ws, Statutes, etc. 41 Stat. 1367. 
"An Act authorizing bestowal upon the unknown. unidentified 

British soldier buried in Westmimster Abbey and the unknown 
unidentified Fronch soldier buried in the Arc de Triomphe of the 
Congressional Medal of Honor." 
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June 30, 1921-U.S. War De'partment. Ollice of the Chief of Staff. 
Memorandum fC1r The Adjutant General of the Army. Subject; 
Award of Medals and Decorations. Sou'l'Ce: NaJ;. A1'ChiveB. War 
Dept., AGO, £10.5, June 30,1921, DecoraJ;wm Board. 

By this Memorandum the Secretary of War directed that the 
Adjutant General of the Army "take over from this date all oper­
ating functions in connection with the awards of medals and 
decorations . . . " 

July 21, 1921-U.S. War Department. Special Orders. 1921 H17-O. 
Paragraph 47. Created the'Var Department Decorations Board. 

Aug. 24, 1921-U.S. Laws, Statutes, etc. 42 Stat. 191. 
"An Act authorizing bestowal upon the unknown, unidentified 

American to be buried in the memorial Amphitheater of the N a· 
tional Cometary at Arlington, Virginia, the congressional medal of 
honor and U,e distinguished service cross." 

Oct. 12, 1921-U.S. Laws, Statutes, etc. 42 Stat. 203. 
"Joint Resolution for the bestow"l of the Congressional medal of 

honor ~n an unkno'l\"11, unidentified Italian soldier to be buried 
in the National Monument to Victor Emmanuel II, in Rome, Italy." 

Apr. 7, 1922-U.S. Laws, Statutes, etc. 42 Stat. 493. 
"An Act to extend the limitations of time upon the issuance of 

medals of honor, distinguished service crosses, and distinguished 
service medals to persons who served in the Army of the United 
States during the World War." 

May 3, 1922-U.S. Laws, Statutes, etc. 42 Stat. 505. 
Stipulates monthly (instead of quarterly) pension pa.yment to 

Medal winners. 
Oct. 11, 1922-U.S. War Department. John W. Weeks, Secretary of 

War. Letter to Chairman, Committea on Military Affairs, United 
States Senate. Enclosure. 

Submitting draft of bill to protect decorations and service medals 
issued by War Depa.rtment. 

Feb. 24, 1923-U.S. Laws, Statutes, ete. 42 Stat. 1286. 
Prohibits unauthorized wearing, manufacture or sale of medals 

an d badges awarded by the War Department. 
Oct. 15, 1927-U.S. Army War College. A study of the use of rewards, 

embodying recommendations for a practical system for regarding 
organizatlOns and individuals, together with the necessary plan for 
its operation. Course 1927-1928. G-1 Course No. 12. Report 
of Committee No.6. 11 p. mimeographed. 

Nov. 11, 1927-U.S. War Department. OfIice, Chief of Staff. 
Proposed change in Design of Medal of HOllor. Correspondence 
with Commiasioll on Fine Arts. Letter from Chief of Staff to Mr. 
Charles Moore, Cl,airman of Commission. JilmmJe: AGO Oentral 
File., AG '210.5,,3. Oct. 31,1ge7. 

Dec. 14, 1927-U.S. Laws, Statutes, ~tc, Authorizes President to 
present Medal to Lindbeqrh. (Public Law No.1, 70th Congress­
H.R. 3190.) 

Apr. 211 1928-U.S. Laws, Statutes, etc, 45 Stat. 437. Amends 
provislons of Act of Feb. 2!, 1923 (above). 

Oct. 27, 1928-U.S. Army War College. Rewards and Commenda· 
tions. The Army War College, Washillj(ton, D.C. Course 1928-29. 
G-1 Course No. 16. ReportofCommittee~o.l1. 
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Aug. 27, 1930-U.S. Wa.r Depa.rtment. The Adjuta.nt Genem!. 
Honors and Annuities for llilcipients or Holders of the Congres­
siona.l Medal of Honor. Letter. Source: War Dept., AGO, D & A, 
PrecedetttFik. BotWrII,lMtnuitw8, etc. 

Oct. 21, 1930-U.S. Anny War College. Personnel Policies and 
Methods in II. Future War. The Army War College, Wa.shington, 
D.C. {'curse 1930-31. Report of C,ommittee No.3. 

Feb. 21, 19M-U.S. Depa.rtment of Justice. Opinions of Attorneys 
General of the United States, Vol. 37.1002-34, pp. 544-547 . 

Persons on the retired list of the Annv, holdrng Medals of Honor, 
are not eligible under existing le~sla:tion to receive the specia.l 
pension provided by the act of April 27, 1916 (39 Stat. 53). 

Mar. 21, 1935-U.S. Laws, Statutes, etc. 49 Stat. po.rt 2, 2048 . 
Authorizes President to present Medal of Honor to Maj. Gen. 

Adolphus Washington Greely. 
1942--U.S. War Department. A Digest of Opinions of the Judge 

Advocate General of the Army. 1912-40. Washington, GPO. 
1148 p. 

Medal of Honor, sections 470, 903, 904, 910, 912, 1434. 
Jan. 27, 1945-U.S. W .. r Dep .. rtment. The Adjutant Genera.!. Pol­

iCy Governing Presentation of Duplicate Posthumous Dec-<>rations. 
Source: War Dept., AGO, D & A, Precedent File-Duplicate 
A wa'l'd8-Po8thu1'1WI18. , 

Ma, 8, 1945-U.S. War Department. The Adjutant Genera.!. Re­
hef of Medal of Honor men from further participation in hazardous 
Duty. Text of telegram sent to commanding generals, a.Il Service 
Commands. S<mrce: War Dept., AGO, D & A, Precedent Fik. 

June 14, 1945-U.S. War Department. Adjutant General's Office, 
Decorations and A wards Branch. Letter addressed to commanding 
generals-a.ll theaters-Source: AGO, D & A Br., "19J1j-Outgoing 
M 688I1{!es". 

Gives Medal winners "hoice of White House Or overseas pres­
entation. 

July 18, 1945-U.S. War Depo.rtment. &>neral Staff. 0--1. Memoran­
dum from the Assistant C1iief of Staff, G-l to The Adjutant Gen­
eml.Soume: War Dept. GerumilSta/f FikNe. WDGAP/800.6 

Centr&Uzes under one authority the control and coordination of 
all action in connection with presentations of the Medal of Honor. 

July 23, 1945-U.S. War Department. Offic.e of Secretary of War. 
War Department DecoratIons Board. Medals disapproved fol' 
General Pershing and General Eisenhower. Letter of July 23, 
1945 from W &r Department Decorations Board to ASF Military 
Personnel Division. Source: War Dept .. AGO. D &, A, Preeedent 
Fil+>-Ei .• ewwwer. ,. 

This letter represents the ,Var Department's filb't representation 
to Congress that special gold medals be voted bv Congress ill such 
cases of outstHndillg leadership Imd that the Medal of Honor be 
reserved for awarding only gallantry in ""tion. 

Oet. 16, 1945-U.S. War Department. Anny Ground Forces. Promo­
tion of Medal of Honor awardees. Letter issued by HQ, AGF, Oct. 15, 
19i5. Source: War Dept .. AGO, n &- A. Precedent File. "Prometion 
of Medal 0/ Bmwr .lIen." 
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Jan. 10, 1946--U.S. War Department. Decorations Board. Memoran­
dum, Subject : War Department Policy on Decorations and Awards. 
(Maj. Gen. W. S. Paul.) 

July 1, 1946--U.S. War Department. Decorations Board. Memoran­
dum for the Deputy Chief of Staff. Subject: War Department 
Decorations. 

Extracts From the Statutes Authorizing Medals of Honor 

[FrOlll The Mellal of H<mor.1861-19.f11-The N01I!IJ 

EXTRACT FROM THE ACT To PROMOTE THE EFFICIENCY OF THE NAVY 

SECTION 7. And it Ui further enMted, That the Secretary oitha Navy 
be, and is hereby, authorized to cause two hundred medals of honor 
to be prepared with suitable emblematic devices which shall be 
bestowed upon such pettv officers, seamen! landsmen, and marines as 
shall most distinguish themselves by thrur gallantry in action and 
other seamanlike qualities during the present war. 

Approved December 21, 1861. 

EXTRACT FROX THE ACT To ESTABLISH ANI) EQUALIZE THE GJ!ADE OF 
LINE OFFICEI!S OF THE UNI'J'EI) STATES NAVY 

SECTION 10. And be it further enacted, That ... seamen distin­
guishing themselves in battIe or by extraordinary heroism in the line 
of their profession may be promoted to forward warrant officers or 
acting master's mates, as they may best be qualified, upon the recom­
menaation of their commanding ollie.,r, approved by the flag offioor 
and the Department. Upon such promotIOn they shan receive a 
gratuity of one hundred dollars and a medal of honor to be prepared 
by the Navy Department. 

Approved July 16, 1862. 

EXTRACT FROM THE ACT To APPoINT CERTAIN OFFICERS OF THE NAVY 

SECTION 3. And be i.'l further eruwted, That ... seamen distin~ish­
ing themselves in battle or by extraordinary heroism in the Ime of 
their profession may be promoood 'to forward warrant om",,!" or acting 
master's mates, as they may be best qualified, upon the recommendation 
of their commanding offi""r. approved by the flag officer and the D&­
partment. Upon such promotion they shall receive a gratuity of one 
hundred dollars and a medal of honor to be prepared by the Navy 
Department. 

Approved May 17, 1864. 

A....'1 ACT For the reward or enlisted m~n of the Navy or Marine Col'ps. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and HQU8e of Repres&n.tativea of the 
United State8 of America in OMl,qre88 (JJJaembled, That any enlisted 
IIUIJl of the Navy or Marine Corps who shan have distinguished him­
self in battle or displayed extraordinary heroism in the line of his 

.. 



' .. 

209 

profession shall, upon recommendation of his c<Jmmanding officer, 
o.ppro.oo by the Iln.g officer and the Secretary of the Navy, receive a 
gratuity and medal of honor as provided for seamen in section four­
teen hundred and seven of the Revised Statutes. 

Approved March 3, 1901. 

PUBLIC RESOI.L""TION No. 23 

JOINT RmoLUTION Authorizing the issue of duplictlte ruedals where the originals 
have been lost or destroyed. 

Re80lved by the Se7Ude mnd H01l8e of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congre88 (I.,."no[,,«, That in any case where the 
President of the United States has heret,ofore, under any act or "",,0-
lution of Congress, caused any medal to be made and presented to any 
officer or person in the United States on account of distinguished or 
meritorious services, on a proper showing made by such person to 
the satisfaction of the President that such medal has been lost or 
destroyed through no fault of the beneficiary, and that diligent search 
has been made therefor, the President is hereby authorized to cause 
to be prepared a.nd delivered to such person a duplicate of such medal, 
the cost of which shall be paid out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Approved April 15, 1904. 

EXTRACT FROM "AN ACT MAKINO ApPROPRIATIONS FOR THl: NAVAL 
SERVICE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDINO JUNE 30, 1916, AND FOR 
0rm:R PURPOSES." 

The President of the United States is hereby empowered t<J prepare 
a suitable medal of honor to be awarded to any officer of the Navy! 
Marine Corps, or Coast Guard who shall have distinguished himse!! 
in battle or displayed extraordinary heroism in the line of his 
profession. 

Approved March 3, 1915_ 
H.R.12194 

AN ACT To provide for the award of medals of bonor, distinguished-service 
medals, and Navy crosses. and for other purposes. 

SECTlON 1. Be it enacted by the Se7ULte and lIouse of Retn'esentativC8 
of the UnittJdState8 of America in ConflreS8lL1isembled, That the Presi­
dent of the United States he, and he is hereby, authorized to present, 
in the name of Congress, a medal of honor to any person who, while 
in the naval service of the United States, shall, in action involving 
actual conflict with the enemy, distinguish himself conspicuously hy 
gallantry !md intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty and without detriment to the mission of his command or 
the command to which attached. 

Approved February 4, 1919. 
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PUBLIO LAW 102-71TH CONGRESll 

CHAPTER ~!}l-2n SESSION 

S.2456 

AN ACT To amend the Act approved February 4. 1919 (4() !ltat. 1(06). entilled 
"An Act to provide for the award of medals of honor, dlstinguisbed~servtce 
medals. and Navy crosses, and for other Imr:J)Oses". so as to change the oon~ 
dUlons for thf'o award of medals, and tor other purposes. 

Be it enacted by tM Senate and House of Representatives of tM 
United State8 of A mer;c.a in Congres8 ~8embZ.d, That the Act ap­
proved February 4, 1919 (40 Stat. 1056), entitled "An Act to provide 
for the award of medals of honor, distinguished-service medals, and 
Navy crosses, and for other purposes", is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

"That the President of the Unitoo States be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to present, in the name of Congress, a m~,dal of honor to 
any person who, while in the naval service of the United States, shall, 
in action involving actual conflict with the enemy, or in the line of his 
profession, distinguish himself conspicuously by gallantry lind in­
trepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty and 
without detriment to the mission of his command or to the command 
to which attached: Prot,Ukd, That the design of this medal shan be 
the same as that adopted pursuant to the Act approved December 21, 
1861 (12 Stat. 330)." 

SECTION 2. That. section 1407 of the Revised Statutes (Act of 
May 17, 1864, ch. 89, sec. 3, 13 Stat. 19, 80) ; the Act of May 4) 1898, 
numbered 30 (30 Stat. 141), and the Act of March 3,1901, chapter 
800 (31 Stat. 1099), are hereby repealed. 

Sf'E(lIAL PRIVILEGES Wmell MAy BE CONFERI!ED UPON RECIPIENTS 
OF THE ~iEDAL OF HONOR UNDER CONDITIONS PRESCRIBED 

MEDAL OF HONOR ROLL 

AN ACT To establish in the War Department and in the Navy Department. 
respeetlvely, a roll designated RS "the Anny and Navy medal of honor roll," 
and for other PUl"pOBe8, 

Be it e1!aCted by the Senate and H O1J..IJe of Repre8entative8 of tM 
United State" of America in Congress a8tJembled, That there is hereby 
established in the War Department and Navy Department, respec­
tively, a roll desiguated as "the Army and Navy medal of honor roll." 
Upon written application made to the Secretary of the proper depart­
ment, and subject to the conditions and requirements hereinafter 
contained, the name of each surviving person who has served in the 
military .or naval service of the United States in any war, who has 
attained or shall attain the age of sixty-five years, and who has been 
awarded a medal of honor for having III action involving actual con, 
flict with an enemy distinguished bimself conspicuously by gallantry 
or intrepidityhat the risk of his life, above and be;yond the c.all of duty, 
and w,ho was onorably discharged from service by muster out, resig­
nation, or otherwise, shall be, by the Secret.ary of the proper depart-
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ment, entered and recorded on said roll. Applications for entry on said 
roll shall be made in such form and under such regulations as shall be 
prescribed by the War Department and Navy Department, respec­
tively, and proper blanks and instructions shall be, by the proper 
Secretary, furnished without chargtl upon request made by any person 
claiming the benefits of this Act. 

SECTION 2. That it shan be the duty of the Secretary of War and of 
the Secretary of the Navy to carry this Act into effect and to decide 
whether eacli applicant, under this Act, in his department is entitled 
to the benefit of this Act. If the official award of the medal of honor 
to the Itpplicant, or the official notice to him t,hel'llOf, shall appear to 
show that the medal of honor was awarded to the applicant for such 
an act as is required by the provisions of this Act, it shan be deemed 
sufficient to entitle the a.pplicant to such special pension without 
further investigation. Otherwise all official correspondence, orders, 
reports, recommenda.tions, requests, and other evidence now on file 
in any public office or department shall be considered. A certificate 
of service and of the a.ct of heroism, gallantry. bravery, or intrepidity 
for which the medal of honor was awarded, and of enrollment under 
this Act, and of the right of the special pensioner to be entitled to and 
to receive the special pension herein granted, shan be fornished ea.ch 
person whose name sliall be so ent",red on said roll. The Secretary of 
War and the Secretary of the Navy shan deliver to the Veterans' 
Admiuietration a certified copy of each of such of said certificates as 
he may issue, as aforesaid, and the same shall be full and sufficient 
authority to the Veterans' Administration for the payment by him to 
the beneficiary named in each such certificate the special pension 
herein provided for. 

SECTION 3. That ea.ch such surviving person whose name shall have 
been entered on said roll in accordance with this oot shall be entitled 
to a.nd shall receive and be paid by the Veterans' Administration, out 
of any money in the Treasury of the United States not otherwise 
appropriated, a special pension of $10 per month for life, paya.ble 
qua.r'ter yearly. The Veterans' Administration shall make all neces­
sary rules and ~lations for making payment of such special pensions 
to the beneficial'1eB thel'llOf, 

Such special pension shall begin on the day that such person shall 
file his application' for enrollm.ent on said roll in the office of the 
Secretary of War or of the Secretary of the Navy after the p8.SSll.gll and 
approval of this act, and shall continue during the life of the bene­
fiCIary. 

Such special pension shall not deprive any such special pensioner of 
any other pension or of any benefit, righ~ or privilegtl to wnich he is or 
may herea.fter be entitled under any eXisting or subsequent law, but 
shall be in addition thereto. 

The special pension allowed under this a.ct shall not be subject to 
any atta.chment, execution, levy, tax, lien, or detention under any 
process whatever. 

SECTION 4. That in ca.se any person has been awarded two or more 
medals of honor, he shall not be entitled to and shall not receive more 
than one such special pension. 

Rank in the service shall not be considered in applications filed 
hereunder. 

Approved April 27, 1916. 
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GOVERNMENT AIR TItANSPORTATION ron MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS 

The Secretary of Defense has directed that recipients of the Medal of 
Honor, when proyerly identified, are authorized to travel as passen­
gers, gratis, in aircraft of the armed service within the continental 
limits of the Uniood States, on a space-available basis, in recognition of 
their services to the Nation. Cards of authorization are furnished by 
the Chief of NavaJ Personnel to all present and former members of 
the naval service who are recipients of the Medal of Honor. 

Summary of Laws Concerning the Congressional Medal of Honor 

[From Library of Congress Report,l96il 'J 

The law authorizing the President to aw&rd medals of honor in the 
name of Congress appears to be derived specifically from Resolution 
No. 52 of July 12, 1862 (12 Stat. 623) which authorized the President 
to prepare 2,000 "medaJs of honor" to be presented "in the uame of 
Congress to such non-commissioned officers and privates as shall most 
distmguish themselves by their gallantry in action, and other soldier­
like qualities, during the present insurrection [Civil War]." Prior to 
the 1862 resolutionl the Act of Dec. 12, 1861, \12 Stat. 330) authorized 
the Secretary of the Navy to prepare 200 'medaJs of lion~r" to be 
bestowed on "such petty officers, seamen, la.ndsmen, and marmes who 
shaJI distinguish themselves by gallantry in action and other seaJ:ll1ln­
like qualities during the present war [Civil War]." The 1861 act 
appears to be the first enactment where the term "medal of honor" 
was used and the 1862 act appears to be the first enactment which 
trovided for the presentation of "medals of honor" in "the name of 

opes~ongressional recognition of distinguished military service 
appears as early as the Act of M .. rch 3, 1847, which authorized the 
President to issue certificates of merit to private soldiers who distin­
guish themselves in the service and entitled such soldiers to additionaJ 
pa,!' of two dollars ~er month and the Aet of March 3, 1857, which 
authorized presentatIOn of medals to Dr. Kane, his officers, and men 
as will "express the high estimation in which Congress hold[s] their 
respecti va merits and services." 

A chronological list with brief descriptions of the laws pertaining to 
the Congressional Medal of Honor including the acts of 1847 and 1857 
follows: ' 

ACT OF MAllClI 3, 1847 

(9 Stat. 184, 186) 

SEC 17. Authorized the President when a.ny private soldier distin­
guishes himself in the service to issue him a certificate of merit which 
entitles him to additionaJ pay of $2 per month. 

1 Prepared. by Albert M. Pe-rry. Legi"latlve Atwrnef, AmerIcan Law Dlvlalon. The LIbrary 
of ConftHR&., Septembf!r 18. 1968. 
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ACT OF MARCH 3, 1857 

(11 Stat. 225) 

Authorized presentation of medals to Dr. Kane, his Officers and men 
88 will "express the high estimation in which Congress hold[sJ their 
respective merits and services." 

ACT OF DEcl!l¥1lER 21, 1861 

(12 Stat. 330) 

Sro. 7. Authorized the Secretary of the Navy to prepare 200 
"medals of honor" to he bestowed on "such petty officers, sea.men, 
landsmen, and marines as shall distinguish themselves by gallantry in 
action and other seamanlike qualities during the present war [Civil 
War]." 

REBOLUTION No. 52, JULY 12, 1862 

(12 Stat. 623) 

Authorized the President to prepare 2,000 "medals of honor" to 
be presented "in the name of Congress, to such non-commissioned 
officers and privates 88 shall most distinguish themselves by their 
w>llantry in action, and other soldier· like qualities, during the present 
Insurrection [Civil War]." 

ACT OF JULY 16, 1862 

(12 Stat. 584) 

Sro. 10. Permitted promotion, gratuity of $100, and a medal of 
honor prepared by the Navy Department to be given to seamen who 
distinguish "themselves in battle, or by extraordinary heroism in the 
line of their profession." 

ACT OF MAROH 3, 1863 

(12 Stat. 744, 751) 

SEQ. 6. Authorized .preparation of additional "Medals of Honor" 
and presentation of such medals to "such officers, non-eommissioned 
officerl!.>.8J!.d privates 88 have most distinguished or who. may hereafter 
most distinguish themselves in action ...• " 

ACT OF MAy 2, 1896 

(29 Stat. 473) 

Authorized issuance of rosettes and ribbons to those individuals 
holding "Medals of Honor" under the provisions of the resolution of 
July 12,1862 and Act of March 3,1863. 
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ACT OF MAy 4, 1898 

(30 Stet. 741) 

Authorized rosettes and ribbons to be issued to holders of meda.ls of 
honor presented by the Department of the Navy. 

ACT OF MARcH 3, 1901 

(31 Stet. 1099) 

Extended the provisions of the Act of July 16, 1862, to enlisted 
Marines. 

ACT OF MARCH 3, 1915 

(38 Stat. 928,931) 

Authorized. the PNsident "to prepare a suitable medal of honor to 
be awarded to any officer of the Navy .. Marine Corps, or Coast Guard 
who slulJl have distinlPlished himself in battle or displayed extrllOr­
dinary heroism ill the lme of his profession." 

ACT OF APRlL 27, 1916 

(39 Stat. 53) 

Provided for the establishment of ''the Army lind Navy medlll of 
honor roll" lind payment upon application of a special pension of $10 
per month beginning at ~ 65 for persons who have "been awarded 
" medal of honor for haVlng in actIon involving actual conHict with 
an enemy distinguished himself conspicuously by gaIla.ntry: or intre­
pidity, at the risk of his life, above and beyond the call of duty ... " 
ProVIded for the Secretsz-y of W"r or the Sooretsz-y of the Navy to 
determine whether the recIpient of the medal of honor who applied 
for such pension me~ the new requirements. 

ACT OF JUNE 3, 1916 

(39 Stat. 166,214) 

SEC. 12"2. Provided for conveni~ a b<»rd of officers to investil!:!lte 
and report on past awards of the 'so-called congressional medal of 
honor" to ascertain whether any had been issued for any cause other 
than distinguished conduct . . . in action involving actual conHict 
wiili an enemy ... " The board so convened was authorized to strike 
names of individuals awarded such medals for other causes "from the 
official medal of honor list." 

ACT OF JULY 9, 1918 

(40 Stat. 845, 870) 

Amended the provisions of existing law relating to the award of 
medals of honor to members of the Army "so iliat ilia President is 
authorized to present, in the name of ilie Congress, a medal of honor 
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only to each person who, while an officer or enlisted man of the Army, 
shan hereafter, in action involving actual conflict with an enemy, 
distinguish )rlmself oonspieuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the 
risk of hiB life above and beyond the call of duty." 

ACT OF FEBRUARY 4, 1919 

(40 Stat. 1056) 

Authorized the President to present Congressional Medals of Honor 
to members of the naval servl<:e on the same basis lIS provided for 
_bers of the Army with the added requirement that such action 
not be detrimental to the mission of the command. 

ACT OF Al1m. 'l, 1922 

(42 Stat. 493) 

Extended the period of limitations on the issuance of medals of 
honor for one year. 

ACT OF AUGUST 'l, 1942 

(56 Stat. 'l43) 

Amended the Act of Feb1"tl.l!.ry 4, 1919 (40 Stat. 1056) to permit 
awarding of Congressional Medals of Honor to members of the naval 
service for distinguished service "in line of his profession" at the 
risk of his life aOOve and beyond the call of duty and without detri­
ment to the mission of his command. 

ACT 01' A utlUBT 4, 1949 

(63 Stat. 495, 535) 

Revised,oodified, and enacted into law, Title 14, United States Code. 
Sec. 491. Authorized P:rtlsident to award medal of honor in name of 
Congress to members of Coast Guard on same basis as for members of 
naval service. 

ACT OF O<lTOBER 12, 1949 

(63 Stat. 802, 839) 

Career Compensation Act of 194~Repe .. led provision of Act of 
July 9, 1918, which provided additional pay of $2 per month for en­
listed IlHllIlbers of Army who were awarded certain medals including 
Congressional Medal of Honor. 

Am OF AUGUST 10, 1956 

('lOA Stat. 1,215,389,540) 

Revised, oodified, and enacted into positive law title 10 and title 32, 
United States Code. Codified provisions of prior law dealing with the 
awarding of the Congression31 Meda.! of Honor to memoors of the 
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Anny and Navy and added provisions for awarding such medals to 
members of the Air Foree. 

ACT OF SEPrEMBEI! 2, 1958 

(72 Stat. 1105, 1139) 

Revised, codified, and enacted into' positive la.w title 38, United 
State Code. Designated the Medal of Honor Roll as the "Army, Navy, 0 

Ilnd Ail' Foree Medal of Honor Roll." Reenacted the provisions of the 
Act of ApriJ 271 1916 (39 Sta-t. 53) which a.uthorized a special pension 
of $10 per month at ~ 65 for persons awarded a Congressional Medal 
of Honor for "HaVing in action involving actua.l conflict with an 
enemy distinguished himself conspicuously by galla.ntry or intrepidity, 
at the risk of his life, above and beyond the call of duty . . ." 

ACT ol' AUGUST 14, 1961 

(75 Stat. 388) 

Increased the special pension for recipients of medals of honor for 
gallantry in actua.} conflict with an enemy from $10 per month to $100 
pel' month and provided for the payment of such pension at age 50 
lllstead of age 65. 

ACT OF J=y 25, 1963 

(77 Stat. 93) 

Amended titles 10 and 14 of the United States Code with respect to 
a.warding the Medal of Honor in the na.me of Co~ to permit 
awarding such medals for distinguished service "in military opera.tions 
involving conflict with a.n opposmg foreign force" or for such service 
with friendly foreign forces engaged in armed conflict. 

ACT OF OcToBER 13, 1964 

(78 Stat. 1(78) 

Permits pavment of the special pension of $100 per month at age 
50 to recipients of the Medal of Honor for noncomba-ta.nt service and at 
age 40. 

ACT Ol' OcToBER 31, 1965 

(79 Ktat. 1154, 1156) 

Eliminates the age requirement for payment of the special pension 
to recipients of the Medal of Honor. 
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Extract of Other ProviBioll!l of Law on Medal of Honor 

Tm 38, UN'1TED STATES CODFr-VEl'ERANlI' BENEFITS 

Subchapter IV-Army, Navy and Air Foree Medal of Honor Roll 
§ 560. Medal of Honor Roll; persons eligible' 

(a) There shall be in the Department of the Army, the Department 
of the Navy, and the Department of the Air Force, respectively, a roll 
designated as the "Army, Navy, and Air Force Medal of Honor Roll". 

(D) Upon written applicatIOn to the Secretary concerned, the Sec­
retary shan enter and record on suoh roll the name of each surviving 
person who has served in the active military, naval, or air service of 
the United States in any war, who has attained the age of fifty years, 
and who has heen awarded a medal of honor for ha.vmg in action in­
volving actual conflict with an enemy distin~ished· himself con­
spicuously by gallantrY or intrepidity, at the rIsk of his life, allOve 
and beyond the call of duty. 

(0) Applications for entry on such roll shall be made in the form 
and under regulations prescribed by the Secretary concerned, and 
shall indicat" whether or not the applicant desires to receive the spe­
cial pension provided by section 562 of this title. Proper blanks and 
instructions shall be furnished by the Secretary concerned, without 
charge upon the request of any person claiming the benefits of this 
subchapter. 
§ 56L Certificate· 

(a) The Secretary concerned shall determine whether or not each 
applicant is entitled to have his name entered on the Army, Navy, 
and Air Force Medal of Honor Roll. If the ollicial a ward of the Medal 
of Honor to the applicant, or the official notice to him thereof, 
shows that the Medal of Honor was awarded to the applicant for an 
act described in section 560 of this title, such award or notice shall be 
solIicient to entitle the applicant to have his name entered On such roll 
without further investigation; otherwise all ollicial correspondence, 
orders, reports, recommendations, requests, and other evidence on file 
in any public ollice or department shaIl be considered. 

(b) Each person whose name is entered on the Army, Navy, and 
Air Force Medal of Honor Roll shall be furnished a certificate of 
service and of the act of herOism, gallantry, bravery, or intrepidity 
for which the Medal of Honor was awarded, of enrollment on such 
roll, and, if he has indicated his desire to receive the special pension 
provided by section 562 of this title, of his right to such special 
pension. 

(e) The Secretary concerned shall deliver to the Administrator a 
certified copy of each certificate issued by him under subsection (b) in 

~ Section amended b1 ooe. 1, PnbUe Law -87-188. 
l8ectlon Alune.nded by sec, 2, Public Law 87-188. 
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which the right of the person named in the csrtificate to the special 
pension proVIded by section 562 of this title is set forth. Such copy 
shall authorize the Administrator to pay such special pension to the 
person named in the certificate. _ 
§ 562. Special provisioll8 relating to pellSion 

(a) The Administrator shall pay monthly to each person whose 
name has been entered on the Army, Navy, and Air Force Medal of 
Honor roll, and a copy of whose certificate has been delivered to him 
under subsection (c) of section 561 of this title, a special pension at the 
rate of $100, bel!'inning as of the date of applicAtion tlierefor under 
section 560 of thIs title.' 

(b) The receipt of special pension shall not deprive any person of 
any other pension or other benefit, right, or privilege to which he is or 
may hereafter be entitled under any existing or subsequent law. Spe­
cial pension shall be paid in addition to all other payments under laws 
of the United States. 

(c) Special pension shall not be subject to any attachment, eXecu­
tion, levy, tax lien, or detention under any process whatever. 

(d) If any person has been awarded morn than one medal of honor, 
he shall not receive more than one special pension. 

TITLE lO.-Au[ED FORGES 

Chapter 357.-DECORATIONS AND AWARDS-ARMY 

3741. MedaJ of honor: award. 
3742. Distingufshed-servicecroi!lS: award. 
3743. D1otlngulshed-servlce _I: award. 
3144. Medal of hooor; distinguished-service cross j distinguished-service medal; 

limitations on award. 
3745. Medal of honor; dist'ngulshed~8e'rv1ce ~; dll'Jtingu18bed .. se~ medal: 

delegation of power to aware. 
3746. Sll~erst.ar: award, 
3747. Medal of hOIlOr i disUngulsbed~8E'rvlee cross; distingulshed-serviee medal; 

silver star: replacement. 
3748. Medal of honor; dlstingulshed"cService cross; dLstlnguished serviee medal; 

sllVM star: availabllity.of appropriations. 
37411. Dlotlnguished flying erofl8: award; llmltatio .... 
3750. Soldler'$ Mooal: award: llmitatloos.. 
3751. Service medals: issue, rep1aeelll'Cot; availability of appropriations. 
3752, Medals: posthumous award and presentation. 
3753. Ci~ll War battle streamers. 

Public Law 88-77: (1) Section 3741 is amended to read as follows: 
"§ 3741. Medal of honor: award. 

"The President may award, IlJld present in the na.me of CongretlS, 
!1, medal of honor of appropriate design, with ribbons a.nd appurte­
nances, to a person who, while a member of the Army, distinguished 
himself conspicuously by gallantry a.nd intrepidity at the risk of his 
life above and beyond the call of dutr-

"(1) whileeoga.ged in an actIOn against an en~,my of the United 
States; 

• Amended by 8~. 3, Public Law 87-138. 
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"(2) while engaged in military opemtions involving conflict 
with an oPl?!"'ing fQI'Ilign force; or 

"(3) whIle serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an 
armed conflict against an opposing armed for<:e in which the 
United States is not" belligerent party." 

Puhlic Law 88-77: (2) Section 3742 is amended ro read as follows: 
"§ 3742. Distinguished-semee eroes: award 

"The President may award a distinguished-semce cross of appro­
priate design, with ribbons and appurtenances, to a person who, while 
serving in any C8.pi'City with the Army, distinguishes himself by 
extr30rdinl\:ry heroIsm oot justifyillf\' the award of a medal of hono1'-

" (1) while engaged m 8.t1 aetion against an enemy of the United 
States; 

"(2) while engaged in military operations involving conflict 
with an opposing foreign force; or 

"(3) while serving with friendl'y foreign foroos ~ in 
an armed oonfIict ~inst an opposmg armed force in Wlilch the 
United States is net a belligerent party." 

HISTOBIOAL AND RKvI8ION NOTES --
The words "bnt bot in the name of CoD.gn)SS" are omitted lUI wrplusage, since­

a t'ntdal 18" ~ted in the name of Con~ only it. the law 90 dlnl'Cta. The 
words d8blee the 6th day of April, 19171t are omitted BS executed. The word 
"award" is substituted tor the word "preeent" to cover the determination of the 
recipients 88 well I1S the actual presentation ot the medal, and to conform to other 
seetiou of this chapter. The words "or herself" are omitted, since, under section 
1 of title 1. words importing the masculine gender include the feminine. The 
words "or woo shal~ hereafter distinguish"" are omItted as surplusage. 

§ 3743. Distingulshed-serriee medal: award. 
The President may award a distinguished-service medal of a.ppro­

priate design and a ribbon, together w~th a. rosette or other deVIce to 
be worn in place thereof to a person who, while serving in any ca­
pacity with the Army, distinguishes himself by exceptionally meri­
torious service to -the United States in 8. duty of great responsibility. 
(Aug. 10 1956,ch.1041, 70A Stat. 216_) 

....... 
IeCtion 

BUTOJUCA.L AND REVISION N0T:£8 

Sail.,... (U.S. Codt) 

The words Hbuf n:lt in tile name of CODgrelSS" are omitted as surplusage! sinee­
a medal is presented in the name of CongI"'e'S8 only it the law so directs. Tbe 
words u(ftnce the 6th day of April. 1911" are omitted as executed. The word 
"award" i, anbst1tuted for the word ''present'' to cover the determination of the 
recipients 8.19 well lUI the act:ttal presentation of the medal, and to conform to otber 
sections of tbil'! chapter. The words "or herself" are omitted, sf.rlre. under seetion 
1 of. tltle 1. words importing the masculine gender Include the feminine. Tbe 
words "or who shall hereafter distinguish" are omitted as surplusage. 
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Award of distinguished servtce medal to Navy and Air Foree members, see 
.o:-ecttons 5243 and 8743 of this title. 

§ 3744. Medal of honor; distinguished-service cross; distinguished­
service medal: limitations on award. 

(a) No more than one medal of honor, distinguished-service cross, 
or distinguished-service medal may be awarded W a ,P."rson. H<>wever, 
for each succeeding act that would otherwise justIfy the a.wa.rd of 
such .. med .. l or cross, the President may award .. suitable bar or other 
device to be worn a.s he directs. 

(b) Except as provided in suhseetion (d)! no medal of honor, dis­
tinguished-service cross, distinguished-servl(!<l medal, or device in 
plare thereof, may be .. warded to .. person unl __ 

(1) the award is maoo within three years after the date of the 
act justifying the award; 

(2) a statement setting forth the distinguished service and 
recommending official recoguit<ion of it was made within two 
y~,ars after the distinguished service; and 

(3) it appears from records of the Department of the Army 
that the person is entitled wthe award. 

(c) No medal of honor, distinguished-service (,ross, distinguished­
service medal, or device in place thereof, may be awarded or presented 
tn a person whose service after he distinguished himself ha.s not been 
honorable. (Aug. 10, 1956, 00.1041, 70A Stat. 216.) 

(d) If the Secretary oUhe Army determines that-
(1) a statement setting forth the distinguished service and 

recommending official re<lOg;nition of it was made and supported 
by sufficient evidence withm two years after the distinguished 
service; a.n d 

(2) no award was made, bec",use the statement was lost or 
through inadvertence the recom.menda.t.ion was not acted on; 

" medal of honor, distinguished-servire cross, distinguished-servire 
medal, or device in plare thereof, as the case m!!.y be, may be awarded 
to the person concerned within two years after the date of that de­
termination. (As amended July 5, 1960, Pub. L. 88-582, § 1(1), 
74 Stat. 320.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1900-Subsee. (b). Pub. L.BIHJ82. 11(1)(.<1.). subllt1tut..! "Except a. pro­
\'itled in snb$ection (d), DO" for "No," 

Subsec. (d)· Pub. h~.fl(l}(B) •• dded.ul>sec. (d)< 

HI81'OBICAT. AND REVISION NOTES 

Sou~ (u.s. Code) Source (Statutes at urI') 

<---~---.... ~~ .... -----------
3144 h) ..... 10; 1·411. .. __ . ___________________ ~ .. _____ July !ii, 1918, ch. tUum per., Ie.» wordnllef 2d semi· 
3144 (b). __ •• HI: 1409(wordsbelorBlstsemicolon) ___ .. ,. ctlkln under "Ordruu\tt Oeparlmnt")l rnt3ted Jan. 
l144 (t) •. _ ... 10: 1409 (words lifter ld Ulmicolon)......... 24, 1920-. th. 56,J 1 (lea ian Mnt'~l. 41 Stilt Ml8. 

July9, 1918. tit 1.., (ltu. words betw"" 181 end 2d Mmi· 
colons of lsth pat. under "OrdMI'ICt Dapartmttlt''), 
40 Stat. 81L 

... --.. -----~----.----

In subsection (a), the words "may be awarded to a person" are 6Ubstituted tor 
the words "sball be isaued to anyone person" to confo:n:n to the other subsectIons 
of the revised section. 
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In subsecl10n (b). the word ''thereof'' is tmbstltuted tor the words "of either ot. 
said medal or of said cross". The WQrda !<Except as otherwise pre&eribed in 
this section", "at the time ot", "specific", HQfIlctal". and "has 80 distinguished 
hlmselt' as" are omltted as surpLUBage. 

In .subsection {c}.10:1400 (worda. after 3d semirolon) is omitted as exeeuted. 
The words "hereinbefore authorlze~" are omitted as SUrplUMge. 

ExTENSION OF TIMg LtMtTATION 

Act Aug, 2, 1006, oh. trr/, 10 stat. !133, provid<>d: "That notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, a deroratton or device In Ueu of decQration which. prior 
to tile date of enactment of thl. Act [Aug, 2. 1006], has _n anthorized by Con­
gress to be awarded to any person t.or an aet or service performed while on active 
duty 1n the mllltary or un} forces ot the UnJted States, or 1\'hlle serving with 
IJIlch tOl"t'eS. may be a warded at any time not later than one year after the date ot 
enactment of this Act [Aug, 2, 1956] for any __ aot or .. rvlce performed be­
tween June 21, 1960, and July ZT. 1953, lnclusl~. if written l'C<!ommend.ation tor 
the deeoratiQtl or device in l1en ot decoration has been snbmitted to the appro­
priate oftlce in a milltary department at the seat of Government before the date of. 
eaowtment of this Act [AOS, 2, 1006]," 

§ 3745. Medal of honor; distingulshed..service cross; distinguished· 
service medal; delegation of power to award. 

The President mlOY delegate his authority to award the medal of 
honor, distinguished-service cross, and distinguished-service medal, to 
a commanding general of a separate army or higher unit in the field. 
(Aug. 10, 1956,ch.1041, 70AStat, 216.) , 

HISTOIUOAL AND REVISION NOTES 

SOUa (u.s. COde) Solln:a (Stabiles af Large) 

3745 •.••.. ,.~ 10: 1410~ ......... ~. ___ , ____ ........... __ , Jw,9; 191~dt.I43(161h plr.,ttQwordul1llr .. mloolol'l,' 
linE ''OrdnlllCe Department")" 40 Stat. 812. 

----------- ---
The words "under such conditions. regulations, and limitations as he shall 

prescribe" are omitted as rJ11rplnsage. The words ,jbis "autbority" are subetltuted 
tor the words "the power conferred upon him by sections 1~ 140&-1408, 1400-
1412.1416, 14ro, 1422, 1423 and 1424 of tbJa title". 

Gaoss REPEB&N0E8 

Delegation of functions. see $OOtlon 301 et seq, of TItle 3; The President_ 
Public Law 88-77: (3) 8ect1on 3146 is amended to read 88 follows: 

"§ 3746. Silver star: award. 
"The President Illay award", silver star of approEriate design, with 

ribbons a.nd appurtenances, to a person who, while serving in any 
capacity with ilie Army, is cited for gallantry in action that does not 
warrant a medal of honor or distinguished-service cros..'1--

"( 1) while engaged in an action against an enemy of the 
United States; • 

,"(2) while ,enga~ in military operations involving conflict 
With an oPP."smg foreign force; or 

"( 3) while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an 
armed conflict against an 0pPQsing armed force in which the 
United States is not"' belligerent PIOrty." 

ss-an 0- n -16 
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HISTOJIICAL AND PE!,8IO~ N 0TE8 

Sour!;, (U S. eode) So"ree (Stllutos at Lit .. ) 

.. ~---- ......... - ... . 

The words UIDay award" are inserted to conform tn other sectrons of this "';~ 
«hapter. The woros "it tbe person earned" are illBerted for clarity. The words 
"commanded by" are omitted as surplu-"Uige. 

CR088 R.&rERE:NCE 

Award of sHver .star to members of Navy and Air Force. see eecllol:lS 6244 and 
,~146 of this title. 

§ 3747. Medal of honor; distJ.nguished-service cross; distinguished· 
service medal; silver star: replacement. 

Any medal of honor, distinguished-service cross; distinguished­
service medal, or silver star, or anv bar ribbon, rosette, or other de­
vice issued for weal' with or in place of any of them, th .. t is lost or 
destroyed, or becomes unfit for use, without fault or neglect of the 
person to whom it was awarded, shall be replaced without charge. 
(Aug. 10, 1956,ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 216.) 

Revised 
sectil)n 

H[STORIOAL AND REVISION NO'l"F~ 

Sauree (U.s. Code) 

3741-. .. """"' HI; 141L." .. ~." ................ ______ JfJly 9, 1918, tho 143 \J4th per. under "Ordn&nCe Dtplft-
ment"), 40 Stat. 87 • 

The words ffissued for wear with or in pla~ of any of themH 4r-e inserted tor 
darity, Tbe words "presented under the provisIons cd tlrls title" and "such 
lllooal, cross, bar. ribbon. rosette, or device" are omitted 8M 9Urpl~. 

§ 3748. Medal of honor; distinguished-service cross; distinguished· 
service medal; silver star: availability of appropriations. 

T~e Secretary of the Army may spend, from any &ppropriation for 
contmgent expenses of the Department <Yf the Army, llJIlounts n~­
sary to provide medals and devices under sections 3741, 3'l42, 3'l43, 
3'l44, 3'l46, 374'l, and 3752 of this title. (Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 
'lOA Stat. 217.) 

HISTORICAL AND RZVIBION NM'ES 

Sooree(lIS. Code) Sourc.e (Sfltutn lilt large) 

.~-.~------ ...... --.---~----

The word «amounts" is substituted for the words so "much as may be", The 
word "provide" 1s substituted for the words "defray the cost of". The: words 
Hmedals and d€'vices under" are substituted for the word.'\ "medals of honor, 
di~tinguiRhed~servie€ cros,*,s, distingui$bed-service medtUs, bars. rosettes. and 
other devices provided tor in". The words "from time to tIme" are omitted as 
8urvluoage. 
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§ 3752. Medals: ptl8thamous award and presentation. 
(a) If a person dies before the award of a medal of honor, distin­

guished-service cross, distinguished-service medal, distinguished flying 
eross! or device in place thereof, to which he is entitled, the award 
may be made and tile medal or device presented to his representative, 
as designated by the President. 

(b) If a person dies before an authorized service medal or devioo 
prescribed as a pm thereof is presented to him under section 3751 
of this title, it shall be presented to his family. (Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 
1041, 70A Stat. 217; Sept. 2,1958, Pub. L. 85-8fll, §33(a) (23), 72 
Stat. 1565.) 

HrSTOBlCAL A.ND REvIexON NO"IBS 

R._ - $GUM (U,$, Coda) 

37St(a)~~ .. " 10:1409 (wonh tm:w.m 1st and 2d semi- Jut} 9,1918, th, 14l (words~" lsl,ano 2d "ml~ 
totoM); lO:l.29(bt 49 words of last _. colima at 5th PII. Wilder "Ordnance DepartlMnt"), 
_ 4<lSblll7l. 

3152(h)**_ '" IO:141S, (2:llt ltlfOItCII !tItI worftJ less al>'" JulY 2, 1m. eli. 121. , 12 Oat A9 wonts of last Mllttnee)" 
plkltNllty to claus .. (.) tf'Iroup \n». 44 StaL 189; Jufy leJ U)J7 ~,-th, 545, t4J 50 Stat 54.9, 

_ May 12, 1928, th. 528, .1 (2Sm ttI""'ah ;:14th words, In. 
applicability to claU$M (I) throlllh (n»). 45 Stat. 500. 

In subsection (a), the words "It a person" are substituted tar the words loIn 
case 1Ul individual· •• diee-", in 10: 1409, and ''In ease an individual· •• 
shall have died", in 10: 1429. The worda. "wltbln three YeGl8 from tbe daten, in 
10: 1_, are omitted a. rovered by _ion 3744 of this title. The wonls "who 
shall distinguish h_lf"', In 10: 1_, and "who dlstlngulJobes himself", In 10: 
1429t are omltted aB covered by the 'Words ''the award ••• to which he is 
entltl:ed". 

1 __ . (~) amended by Pub. L. _1. which substituted "It .hall be 
presented" tC1r ·'1t may be presented". 

E'F.FEOTI\'E DATE OF 1958 AMENDMltNT 

Amendment of section by Pub. L. S5-8(J1 as effective Aug. 10, 1956. see section 
33 (g) of Pub. L. 85-861, eet out as a note under section 101 of tllIs title. 

196a-Pub. L. 88-77. Approved July 25, 1963. 
Legislative history: H. Rept. 412 (Committee on Armed Services) ; 

S. Rept. 359 (Committee on Armed Services); Con~sional Record} 
voL 109 (1063) : July 8, passed House; July 16, conSIdered and passed 
Senate. 

Chapter SM.-DECORATIONS AND AWARDS-NAVY 
s"'. 
6241. Medal of honor. 
6242. Navy ........ 
6243. Dlstlngulshed-rervice medal. 
6244. Silver star medal. 
6241). D"'t1nguJ~hed jjyjng ero ... 
6246. Navy and Marine C<>rps MedaL 
6247. Additional awards. 
6248. Limitations ot time. 
6249. Limitatlon of honorable service. 
6250. P09thumo1J3 a wards. 
6251. Delegation ot power to awa·rd. 
6252. Regulations, 
6253. Replacement. 
6254. Avallabillty of approprlatk>ns. 
6255. Commemorative or special medals: taetJ1mUes and ribbons. 
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SEC. 2. Chapter 561 of title 10, United States Code, is amended as 
follows: 

Public Law 88-11: (1) Section 6241 is amooded to read as follows: 
"§ 6241. Medal of Honor. 

"The President may award, and present in the name of Congress, 
a medal of honor of appropriate design, with ribbons and appurte­
nances, to a person who, while a member of the naval service, distin­
guishes himself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk 
of his life above and beyond the call of duty-

"(1) while engaged in an action against an enemy of the 
United States; 

"( 2) while engaged in military operations involving conflict 
with an opposing foreign force; 

"(3) while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an 
armed conflict against an opposing armed force in which the 
United States is not a belligerent party." 

Public Law 88-71: (2) Section 6242 is amended to read as follows: 
"§ 6242. Navy cross. 

"The President may award a Navy cross of appropriate design with 
ribbons and appurtenances, to " person who, while serving in any 
('apacily with the Navy or Marine Corps, distinguishes himself by 
extraordinary heroism not jnstifying the award of a medal of honor-

"( 1) while engaged in an action against an enemy of the 
Gnited States; 

6242 

"(2) while engaged in military operations involving conflict 
witll an oPl?osing foreign force; or 

"( 3) whlle serving with friendly foreign forces engRl!1ld in an 
armed conflict against an opposing armed force in Which the 
Gnited States is not a belligerent party." 

HISTQBOOAL AND REVISIOllr NO'I'flS 
--.. --~ .. --------

Salltee (St.tutes .t Lar,e) 

-~ ... ---... ---
The word "award" is 'SUbstituted for the word ''present'' to' cover the deter­

mination of the r~ipient as well as the actual presenting of the decoration. The 
words "but not in the namE' of ConFess" are omitted, since a decoration is pre­
senterl in the name of CongreM only if the 1& w so directs. The words >iNa vy or 
the Marine Corps" are SUbstituted for the words "naval service of the United 
State-s" for clarity. To lJ€. eUgible for the awaTd, it person need not ~ a member 
of the naval service. but only 1-l'erving in some capacity either with the Xavy or 
with the MaTine Corps.. 

Revised 
section 

6243 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Source (U.S. Corle) 

34 U.S.C, 355 •.• __ .. __ . _. _ ...... feb. 4, 1919 .. cit. 14, • 2\40 Stat, }O$; rt'IIumbmd , 3 
alld'amenaed AUI. "I, 942, ch. 551, § I, 56 Stat 7t3. 

The word "award" is substituted for tbe word "present" to cover the determina­
tion of the redplent I1:S well as the actual present1ng of tbe decoration. Tbe wordE!. 
"but not in the name ()f Congress" are omitted as surplusage, since a decoration 1s 
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presented in the name of ~ only If Congress so directs. The woms "Navy 
or the Marine Corps" are substituted tor the words "Navy of the United States" 
because the promton 1s Interpreted 8S authorizing the award ot' the -medal to 
{)e'tsons serving wltb the Mariue Corps H well as with the Navy, The words 
"since the e1xth day of April 1917 has diatinguished" are omitted as executed. The 
words "United States" are substituted for the word "Government" for unftonnity. 

CB088 REFEBENC&8 

Award of distinguisbeti..aerviee medal to members of Army and Air Force, see 
section. 3743 and 8143 of thle title. 

§ 6243. Distinguished-service medal. 
The President may award a distinguished-service medal of ap­

propriate design and a rilJbon, ~ther with a rosette or other device 
to be worn in place thereof, to any person who, while serving in any 
c"pacity with the N a~7 or the Marine Corps, distinguishes himself by 
exceptionally meritonous service to the United States in a duty of 
grea.t responsihility. (Aug. llll l1l1i6, ch. IOU, 70A Stat. 389.) 

Puhlic L"w 88-77: (3) SectIOn 6244 is amended to read as follows: 
"§ 62U. Silver star medaL 

"The President may award" silver star medal of appropriate design, 
with ribbons and appurtenances, to a person who, while serving in any 
capacity with the Navy or Marine Corps, is CIted for gallantry in 
action that does not warrant .. med"l of honor or Navy cross-

"(1) while engaged in an action against an enemy of the United 
Ststes· 

"(2)' while engaged in militsry operations involving conflict 
with an op{>.O"ing foreign forcej or 

"(3) while serving with friendly foreign forces enga~ in 
an armed conflict against an OppoSing anned force in whIch the 
United Ststes is not .. belligerent party." 

Rtvbed ...... ' 
Hlsrom:OAL AND REVXeIO!'J NO't"ZS 

Source(U,$, COOt) 

The word "award" is substituted tnr the word "present" to COVer the deterlllina~ 
tum of the reclpient as well as the actual presenting of the decoration. The words 
··but not in the name of Congress" Are omitted as surplusage, since a decoration 
is presented in the name of Congress only if the law so directs. The words "Savy 
or the Marine CQ-rpl'3" are substituted tor the words "Navy of the United States" 
betaue the provlslon is interpreted as authorizing the award of the medal to 
persons serving wIth the Marine Corps. The words "since December 6~ 100, has 
dlstinguisbed hlmself" are omitted lUi executed. 

§ 6245.. Distinguished Ilying cross. 
The President may "-ward a distinguisbed flying cross o£appropriat<'l 

design with accompanying ribbon to any person who? while servlDg in 
any capacity with the Navy or the Marine Corps, distlll$!'ishes himself 
by heroism or extraordinary I!.chievement while l'l!.rtlcipating in an 
"erialllight. (Aug. 10,1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stst. 390.) 



HISTORICAl. AND RI!V18lON NOT1l'.8 
-.~-~- .. ~-.. ~ -- --... - .. ----------

Souree (U.S. Code) SOIIree (Statutes at Larp) 

6. 4!t ..•.... 34 U.s.C, 364l(h' senttttee, 1m I.t , words, July 2. 1ml, eh;, nl.t~112 (1st MIrttrD. _lSt' words, 
and 1_ 2d and 3<1 sentences). and 1m td .nd .w aantelM:8S), 44 Stat 789; July 30, 

37, ttl:, 545, 14, 50 Stat 541. 

The word "award" Is substituted for the word ,jpresent'j to cover the determina-
tion of the reei1)ient as well as the actual presenting of the decoratlon. The words -; 
"but not in the llIlme of Congress" are omitted as surplusnge. since a decoration 
is pN>s~nted in the name of Congress only If the law so directs. Tbe proviso of the 
first sentence of 34 U.S.C. SMa is omitted as executed. The words "Navy or the 
Marine Corps" are substituted for the words "United States Navy" be<:au.se the 
provision is interpret~ as authorizing the award of the decaratlon to peraons 
Si(>rving with the Marine Corps as well as with the Navy. The words "and notw:tth~ 
~·ta.nding the provisions of section 14 of this Act," which are not now rontatned In 
title 3-1, nit" omitted as unnecessary. The words "since the 6th day of April. 1917. 
hafi dJstinguished, or who, after July 2. 1926." are omitted as exeented. 

Caoes ~(lES 

Award of dtRtinguished flyIng ('TOSS to members of Army and Air Foree. see 
l"E'CUons 3749 and 8749 of this title. 

§ 6246. Navy and Marine Corps Medal. 
The President may a.ward a medal called the "Navy IlJId Me.riM 

Corps Medal" of appropriate design with a.ccompanying ribbon. to­
"",ther with a rosette or other device to be wom in place theroof-
. (1) to any person who, while serving in any capacity with the 

Navy or the Marine Corps, distinguishes himself by heroism not 
in volvillg actual conflict with an enemy; or 

(2) to any person to whom the Secretary of the Navy, before 
August 7, 1942, awarded a letter of r.ommendation for heroism, 
and who applies for that medal, regardless of the date of the act 
of heroism. . 

(Aug. 10, 1956,ch.1041, 70A Stat. 390.) 

HISroRICAL AND REvISION NOTEa 

SoUtai (US. Code) Sollrce (statum at LAr .. > 

6246 .. "~ "," 34 U.S.C. 356b ...... ____ .... __ ... ~. ___ ... F.b. 4\.}919, ell 14, iSi atlded AliI- 7, 1942. cb. SSt, 
fl, ';11:1 Stal 744. 

The word "award" Is substttuted for the word "present" to cover the deter~ 
ruination of the recipient as well as the aclual presenting of the award. The wOrdl 
"bnt not in the name of Congress" are omitted since a decoration Is presented 
in the name of Congress only it the law 00 directs. The words "includlng the 
Xaval Reserve and Marine Corps Reserve" are omUted as rovered by the deftni· 
tions of th(' Navy Rnd th(> Marine Corps. The last sentence, relating to addI­
tional pay, IS omitted for th~ reason that. under the Career Compensation Act 
of 1949 (37 U,S.C. 231 et s~l'), there is no additional pay authorized for any 
medal. The words "since December 6, 1941" are omitted as executed. The words 
··or herself" are omitted as ooveroo. by the rules of eoDstruction In 1 U.S.C. 1. 

§ 6247. Additional awards. 
Not more than olle medal of honor, N &vy cross, distinguished­

service medal, silv~,r star medal, distinguished flying cross, or Navy 
and Marine Corps Medal may be awarded to a person. However, for 
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each succeeding act or service that would otherwise justify the award 
of such a medal or cross, the President may award a suitable bar, 
emblem, or insignia to be worn with the decoration and corresponding 
rosette or other device. (Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 390.) 

ReYlsed 
section 

HISTOBICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Laraa) 

6247. __ • _____ 34 U.S.c. 358; U.S.C. 364a (2d sentence) •... _ feb. 4, 1919, dJ. 14, 15, 40 Slat 1056; renumbered f 7 
and amended AUK. 'I, 1942 ch. 551, 'I, 56 Stat 744. 

July 2, 1926, dJ. 72}IJ 12 (~d sentence), 44 Stal 189; 
July 30, 1937, chI ~, 14, 50 Slat S49. 

The word "awarded" is substituted tor the word "issued" tor uniformity. The 
wordB "that would otherwise justify" are Bubstituted tor the words "sufllcient to 
justify" tor clarity. The word "service" is substituted tor the word "achieve­
ment" tor uniformity. The words "8.S he shall direct" are omitted as surplusage. 

§ &248. Limitations of time. 
(a) Except as provided in section 6246 of this title or subsection (b), 

no medal of honor, Navy cross, distingnished·service medal, silver 
star medal, Navy and M"rine Corps Medal, or bar, emblem, or in· 
signia in place thereof may be awarded to a person unless--

(1) the "ward is made within fivelears after the date of the 
act or service justifying the award; an 

(2) a statement settin~ forth the act or distinguished service 
and recommending offiCIal recognition of it was maue by his 
superior through official channels within three years from the 
date of that act or service. 

(b) If the Secretary ofthe Navy determines that--
(1) " statement settin~ forth the act or distinguished service 

and recommending offiCIal recognition of it was made by the 
person's superior through official channels within three years 
from the date of that act or service and was supported by sufficient 
evidence within that time; and 

(2) no award was made, because the statement was lost or 
through inadvertence the recommendation was not acted on; 

a medal of honor, Navy cross, distinguished.service medal, silver star 
medal, Navy and .Marine Corps Medal, or bar, emblem, or insignia in 
place thereof, as the case may be, may be awarded to the person 
within two years after the date of that determination. (As amended 
.Tuly 5, 1960, Pub. L. 86--582, § 1(2), 74 St"t. 320.) 

AMENDMENTS 

196()-Subsec. (a) Pub. L. 86-582. P(2) (A), (B), designated existing pro· 
visions as subsec. (a), aod Inserted "or subsection (b)" ntter the word "title." 

SUbsec. (b). PUb. L. 86-582, P(2)(C), added subsec. (b). 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) 

62411.. _______ 34 U.S.C. 360 ___ •.... _______ '. 

Source (Statutes at larKe) 

__ . ____ fib. 4, 1919, ch. 14, 17, 40 Slat 1056; renumbered §9 
and amended Aua. 7, 1M2, ch. 5SI, • I, 56 Stal 744. 
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The words "Except as prov[ded in section 6246 of this title" are substltuted tor 
the words "That except as otherwise prescribed berein" to identify the only 
ex:~ption. The words "may be 8.w8.'rded to a person" are substituted tor the 
words "sball be issued to any person" tor unifortnlty. The words "specific", 
"or report d1sUnctly", and "at the time of" are Onlltted 8S surplusage. The 
words "bar, emblem. or insignia" are substituted for the words "or bar or other 
suitable emblem or Insignia" tor unIformity. Tbe words "froru the date of that 
act or service" are substituted tor the word htbereatterH. 

§ 6249. Limitation of honorable service. 
No medal, cross, or bar, or associated emblem or insignia rna,! be 

awarded or presented to any person or to his representative i his 
service after he distinguished himself has not been honorable. (Aug. 
10, 1956, ch. 1041, 'rOA Stat. 390.) 

HISroruCAL AND REvrsION NarES 

R.yised Source (U.S. Cod.) .... , .. 
Feb. 4l ~~l? cb. 14, ,B (1st proviso), 40 Stat 1051; ",. 

numD8f1lQ ,10 ru tmertdId Aul. 1, lMi. g. SSI, 
U, 56 S1at. 745. 

J ... ~.I~ ........ nLI12_ .. _ ............ 1 
" _ ".; J.iy 30. Itl1, .... 545, 14. 50 Slot sa 

----------~~~~~ 

The word "associated" is substituted for the word "other" to relate the ttledal 
or cross to its emblem or insignia. The word "entire" Is mnltted as surplusage. 

§ 6250. PosthUIOOU8 awards. 
If a person who distinguishes himself dies before an award to which 

he is entitled is made, the award rnay he made and the medal, cross, 
or bar, or associated emblem or inSlguia may be presented, within 
five years from the date of the act or service justifying the award, 
to his representative as designated by the PresIdent. (Aug. 10, 1956, 
cll. 1041, 'rOA Stat. 390.) 

HrsTOncAL AND REvUJIO:N NOTES 

s.ovn:e (u.s. CoM) 

flb.~ 1919. ch.I .. , ,B(lm lS1and 2d pmiSOl)\40Stlt. 
1\..1:)/; renumbered' Ii) and amended Aua. 7, 9C2, ch. 
551 f 1 56 Stal 745. 

July2.1m..L..dt. 721,1 12(.1d lenlenee. ... 1ut3} word.), 
... stat. fA; JIII1 30.. 1937, th. 545.14, 50 Stat 5421. 

The word "associated" Is substituted for the word "other" to relate the medal 
or cross to its emblem or insignia. 
§ 6251. Delegation of power to award. 

The President may delegate, under such conditions as he prescribes, 
to flag and general officers who are commanders-in-ohief or command· 
ing on important independent duty, his authority to award the Navy 
cross, the distinguisMd-servir,e medal, the silver star medal, or the 
Navy and Marine Corps Medal. (Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 'rOA Stat. 
391.) 

" 
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HISTORICAl. AND REvlSION No:ru 

The term Ufiag oftleers" is used generically in 34 U.S-.C. 864. Ofilee1'8 of the 
Marine Corps who meet the duty requirements, if in the equivalent grades, '8.re, 
therefore, within ita terms and the authority to make the awards has been 
deLegated ro BUch o1Dces.. 

§ 6252. RegulatiOll& 
The President l11&y pl'l!SCribe regulations for the administration of 

the preceding sections of this chapter. (Aug. 10, 1956, 00. IOU, 70A 
Stat.391.) 

BlSTQBICAL AND REvISION NOTES 

Souree (II.S. Code) Sourte (Statuto st larp) 

Feb. 4, 1919, ch. 14 I 9 (as apolbble to relvlalhm:), 
40 stat 1M7; renumbered ls,fl and emended Au," 1, 

JU~" ~5:'.·1~1~' srz~ltt 9 words of Ilt santenc.). 
44 ;;;tal 189; July ao, 1931. dI. 545, I ., 5(i Stet. 549. -_. __ .... __ ... 

The words ;;further", ''from time to time any and all rules", "orders which he 
shall deem necessary", and "to execute full pnrpose aud intention thereo!U are 
omitted as surplusage. 

§ 6253. Replaeement. 
The Secretary of the Navy may replace without charge any medal 

of honor, Navy cross, distinguished·service medal) silver star medal, 
or Navy and Marine Corps medal, or any assoclated bar, emblem, 
or insignia awarded under this chapter that is lost or destroyed or 
becomes unfit for use without fault or neglect on the part of the person 
to whome it was awarded. (Aug. 10, 1956, ch. lOU, 70A Stat. 391.) 

....... ...... 
BtSTOma.u. AND REVtsl0N NO"rItS 

Sourte (I),S. Coda) Source (Stabiles at Lar,e) 

_~. Feb. 4. 1919. ell. 14. '6 (prlYillO). 40 Stat. 1056; rtnum~ 
bared Ii & ,ltd amanded Alia. 1. 1M2. cit. 551, II, 56 
Stal1«' 

The words «Secretary of the Navy may replace" are substituted tor the words 
<lProvided, That such replacement shall be made only in those cases where", 

§ 6254. A vailahiIity of appropriations. 
The Secretary of the Navy may spend from appropriations for the 

pay of the Navy or the Manne Corps, as appropnate, amounts neces­
sa.ry to provide and replace medals of honor, Navy crosses, distin· 
gUIshed·service medals, silver star medals, and Navy and Marine Corps 
Med"ls, and associated bars, emblems, and insignia. Aug. 10, 1956, 
ch. 1041,70 A Stat. 391.} 



RtwiDd 
section 

6254 "" __ . ___ 34 U.S.C. 359 (1_ proviso) __ _ 
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Source (SlaM .. At Larp) 

Feb. to 1919, cit. 14, U (1_ preM). 40 Stat. 106&; 
renumbered] 18 lind lIlJIel'lded AUI. 7, 1942. ch, SSI, 
, I, 56 Stat. , ... 

The words "the appropriations for the pay of the Navy or the Marine Corps, 
as appropriate", are sUbstituted tor the words tithe appropriation 'Pay. su)r 
slstenee. and transportation of naval pereonoer ", to Identity by a general 
description, rather than by the specific appropriation tiUe, the appropriaUon 
authorized to be used. Specific appropriation titles vary from one appropriatloo 
nct to the next. The permanent authority contained in 34 U.S-C. 359 for the 
Secretary f)f the Navy to use apprupriatiobs avaUable tor the pay of the Navy 
and the Marine Corps is not affected by a change 1n the titles of those appro­
priations nor is it affected by n specific authorization in an appropriation act 
to use, during the life of the- act, a different type of appropriation. 

§ 6255. Commemorative or specific medals: facsimiles and ribbons. 
Under regulations prescribed by the Secretary of the Navy, mem­

bers of the naval service may wear, in plaee of commemorative or 
special medals awarded to them, miniature fascimiles of such medals 
and ribbons symbolic of the awards. (Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A 
Stat. 391.) 

HISTORICAl. AN)) REvISION NO'l'EB 

SouWI(UA.Codt) 

The words Ifmemben:J of the naval -service may" are stib8t1tuted tor the 
woords il'nlat authority is hereby granted to pentonnel of the Navy and MariJ:Ie 
Corps" for ."city. 

Chapter 857.-DECORATIONS AND AWARDS-AIR FORCE 
s.c. 
8741. Medal of honor: a.ward. 
8742. Air EUroo t"J'()SB : awa·rd. 
8744. Medal of bonor; Air Forue croes; dlstingu.1.sbed~se~ m.edaI: limitations i 

on award. 
8745, Medal of honor; Air Force croe; distinguished-servIce medal: delegation of 

power to awa.rd 
8746. Silver star: awa.rd. 
8747. AI_I of honor; Air Foree croos; di&tlngulabed..ervlce cross ; dlottngu1l1hed· 

service medal; silver star: replll4'emen't. . 
R74S. Medal of honor; A.tr Force cross; dl8tinguisbed~servlce erosg; distlngoisbed~ 

servtce medal: silver star ! avallabutty uf appropriati()l18. 
H750. Airman's Medal: award; llmltations. 

All&NDllENTS 

l!l6O-Puo. L. _=.11(7), July 6, 1000. 74 St.oJt;. 332. _stUnted "Air ~ 
cross" for "d'i::sti1lgUishEd-serviee erosg" in :l.d::etn.s 8742. 8144, and 8745, included 
"Air Force cross" in item.s 8741 and 8148, and substituted uAirn;li1n's Medal" for 
"Soldier's Medal" in 100m 8150. 

l-'-Pub.lAlw 8!\-77. 
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Soo. 3. Chapter 857 of title 10, United StatAlS Code, is amended as 
follows: 

Public Law 88-77: (1) Section 8741 is amended to read as follows: 
"§ 8741. Medal of honor: award. 

"The P_id"nt m"y award, a.nd present in the name of Congress, 
a med"l of honor of appropriate design, with ribbons and appurte­
nances, to a pel'8On who, whil01l. member of the Air Force, distinguishes 
himself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his 
life 'above and beyond the call of dut~-

"(1) while engaged in an actIOn against_ enemy of the United 
States ; 

"(2) while engaged in military operations involving conflict 
with an op~ foreign force; or 

"(3) whIle serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an 
armed conflict against an opposing armed force in which the 
United State is not a belligerent pe.rty." 

Pubic Law 88-77: (2) Section 8742 is 1l.IDended to read as follows: 
"§ 8742. Air Foree cross: award. 

"The President may award "n Air Force cross of "ppropri"te design, 
with ribbons _d appurten"nces, to a person who, while serving in 
any capacity with the • .ur Force, distinguishl'll himself ,by extraordi­
n"ry heroism not justifyin!\" the award of a medal of honor-

"(1) while engaged In a.naotion against an enemy of the United 
StaUls; 

"(2) while engaged in militJary opemtions involving conflict 
with _ op~ing foreign force; or 

"(3) whIle serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an 
armed conflict against an opposing armed force in which the 
United States is not a belligerent party." 

§ 8744. Medal of honor; Air Foree e~; distingnished-serviee 
medal: limitations on award. 

(a) No more than one medal of honor, Air Force cross, or distin. 
gulshed-service medeJ may be awarded to a person. However, for 
ooeh succeeding act that would otherwise justify the award of such a 
medaJ or cross, the President may a.ward a suitable bar or other device 
to be wOrn,," he directs. 

(b) Except ... 'provided in subsection (d), no med ... 1 of honor, Air 
Force cross, distmguished-service meda.l Or device in place thereof, 
may be awarded to a. person unless-

(1) the award is made within three years after the date of the 
act justifying the award; 

(2) a statement setting forth the distinguished service and 
recommending official recognition of it was made within two 
years after the distinguished service; and 

(3) it appears from records of the Depa.rtment of the Air 
Force that the person is entitled to the a ward. 

( c ) No medal of honor, Ai r Force cross, distinguished -service medal, 
or device in place thereof, may be awarded or p"""nted to .. person 
whose servir.e "fter he distinguished himself h ... not been honorable. 

(d) If the Secretary of the Air Force determinl'll that--
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( 1) " statement setting forth the distinguished service and 
recommending official recDlI"ition of it was made and supported 
by sufficient evidence withm two years after the distinguished 
service; and , 

(2) no award was made, because the statement was lost or 
through inad verl:ence the recommendll.tion WllS not acted on; 

a medal of honor, Air Force cross, distinguished-service medal, or 
device in pla.ce thereof, as the case may be, may be awarded kI the 
person concerned within two years after the date of that determination. 
(As amended July 5, 1960, Pub. L. 86-582, § 1(3), 74 Stat. 320; July -. 
6,1960, Pub. L. 86-593, § 1 (2),74 Stat. 331.) 

AlIICNDliID'l'S 

1960--Pub. L. 86-593 substituted .1 Air Force cross" for ·'d1stlngu1sbed...servlce 
cross" in the eatchUne. and substituted "Ail' Force cross" for "distlngu.ished­
service cross" whf.'"J:ever appearing in8'tlbsec& (a)-(d). 

SUbsec. (b). Pub. L. 86-082, J 1(3) (.<I.), substituted "Except as provided In 
subsection (d). no" tor "No." 

Subse<'. (d). Pub. L. 86-082, 11 (3) (B), added sub...,. (d). 

PEBSO:SS Aw 4IIDED DtSTlNOC1811El)<-SE&VlCE CBOSB OR So!DIEB's :.M&D.u. 
BEFOlIB JULY 6, 1960 

Se<.~ion 2 of Pub. L. 86-093 provided that: "Forth. purposes of aeetlons 8144 (a) 
, and 8750 (b) of title 10, United States COOe. a person who was awarded a diaUrr 
"Uished-servlce cross or Soldier's Medal before the date of enactm..,t of thts Act 
[July 6, 1960] shall be treated as if he bad not been awarded an Air Force e:ro!!I$ 

Or Airman's Medal, as the ease maybe," 

§ 8745. Medal of honor; Air Force cross; distinguished_rvice 
medal: delegation of power to award. 

The President may delegate his authority kI a ward the medal of 
honor, Air Force cross, and distinguished-service medal, kill. com­
manding general of a separate air force or higher nnit in the field. 
(As amended July 6, 1\160, Pub. L. 86-593, § 1(3), 74 Stat. 332.) 

1WO-Pub. L. 86-59& substituted "Air Foree eross" tor ud1stingulshed~servtce 
cross" in the catchline, and substltllted "Air ]j"orce cr'()SS" tor ndist1nguJehed~ 
service C~ .. in the text. 

Public Law 88-77: (3) Section 8746 is amended to read II.S follows: 
"§ 8746. Silver star: award. 

"The President may award a silver star of approer1ate design, with 
ribbons and appurtenances, kI II. person who, wIhiIe serving in any 
crupacity with the Air Force., is cited for gallantry in a.ction thAt does 
not warrant a medal of honor or Air Force cross-

"( 1) while engaged in an action against an enemy of the United 
States; 

"(2) while engal,,.ed in military operations involving oonftict 
with an op~ing foreign force; or 

"(3) while serving with friendly -foreign forees engaged in an 
armed r.onftict against an opposing armed force in whlch the 
United Statesi-s not a belligerent party." 
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§ 8748. Medal of honor; Air Force eross; distinguished-sernce 
eross; distinguished·service medal; silver star: replaeement. 

Any medal of honor, Air Foro! cross, distinguished-service cross, 
distinguished-service medal, or si·lver star, or any bar, ribbon, l'08<'tte, 
or other device issned for wear v.ith or in place of any of them, that is 
lost or destroyed, or becom€S unfit for use, without fault or neglect of 
the person to whom it was awarded, shall be replaced without chaI'b ..... 
(As amended July 6, 1960, Pub. L. 8&-693, § 1(4), 74 Stat. 332.) 

AKENDKEN'l'8 

1900-Pub. L. 86-593 Included "Air Force cross" In the catchllne and In the 
text of the .....tlon. 

1963-Pub. L. 88-77. Approved JU~25, 1963. 
Legislative history: H. Rept. 412 Committee on Armed Services); 

S. Rept. 359 (Committee on Armed rvices) j Congressional Record, 
vol. 109 (1963): July 8, passed House; July 16, passed Senate. 
§8748. Medal of honor; Air Force eross; distinguished-serviee 

erose; distinguished-sernce medal; silver star: availability 
of appropriation& 

The Secretary of the Air Force may spend, from aJly approprilltion 
for contingent expensl'S of the Department of the Air Force, amounts 
necessary to provide medals and devices under sections 8741, 8742, 
8743, 8744,. 8746, 8747, aJld 8752 of this title. (As amended July 6, 
196Q, Pub. L. 86-593, § 1(5),74 Stat. 332.) . 

AMENDMENTS 

1900-Pub. L. _00 Included" Air Force eros." In the catchline. 

§ 8750. Airman's Medal : award limitations. 
(a.) The President rna;)' award a deoora.tion called the "Airnm.n's 

MedaJ", of appropriate desigu with aooompanying ribbon, to any 
person who, .... hile serving in any capacity with the Air Force, dis­
tinguishes himself by heroism not invol vmg ""tua) conflict with lIJl 
enemy. 

(:b) Not mom than one Airma.n'll Medal ma;)' be awarded to a 
person. However, for each succeedinj!' act that would otherwise justify 
the award or such a medal, the Presldent ma.y award a suitable bar or 
other device to be worn as he directs. (As wnended July 6, 1960, 
Pub. L. 86-593, § 1(6),74 Stat. 332.) 

TITLE H.-CoAST GUARD 

Public Law 88-77: SEC. 4. Sectioo 491 of title 14, Uuited States 
Code., is amended to read as follows: 
"§ 491. Medal of honor. 

"The President may award, and present in the name of Congress, 
Ii medal of honor of appropriate design, with ribbons and appurte­
nances, to a person who, while a member of the Coast Guard, dis­
tinguishes himself conspicuously by gallantry find intrepidity at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty-
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"(1) while engaged in .n action against an enemy of the 
lJnited States; 

"(2) while engaged in military operations involving conflict 
with an opposing foreign foroe; 

"(3) while serving with friendly foreign forces e~ in 
nn armed conflict against an opposing armed foroe in whICh the 
United States is not II belligerent party." 

SEC. 5. Title 38, United States (',ode, is amended as follows: 
(1) By amending section 560 (a) and (h) to read as follows: 

H(a) There shall be 1n the Department of the Armv, the Depart­
ment of the Navy, the Department of the Air Force, and the Depart­
ment of .the Treasnry, respectively, a roll designated U.8 the 'Army, 
NII.'"y, AIr Foree. and Coast Guard Medal of Honor Roll'." 

"('b) Upon written application to the Secretary concerned, the Sec­
retary shall enter and record on such roll the name of each survivin/( 
person who has served on active dllty in the armed forces of the United 
Stlltes, who has attained the age of fifty years, and who hilS been 
awarded a medal of honor for distinguishill$ himself consJlicuonsly 
hy gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of hIS life above and beyond 
the call of dutv-

"(1) while «mgaged in action against an enemy of the United 
&~; . . 

"(2) while engaged in military operations involving conflict 
with on opr.osing foreign force; or 

"(3) whde serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an 
armed conflict against an opposing armed force in which the 
'Puited States"s nota belligerent party." 

(2) by strikine: out of sections 561 and 562 the words "Army, 
Navy, and Air Foree" and insertine; in place thereof the words 
"Army, Navy, Air Force, and Coast Guard"; and . 

(2) by striking out of sections 561 and 562 the words "Army, 
!\' &vy, and Air Force" and insertine: in.place thereof the words "Arm:t, 
N !l v y, Air Force, and Const Guard" ; and 

(3) by striking out of the aMlysis of chapter 15, and the heading 
of subchapter IV of chapter 15, the words "Arm;;, Navy, and Air 
Foroe" and inserting in place thereof the words' Army, Navy, Air 
Force, and Coast Guard." 

BISTOBlOAL AND REvISION NOTES 

Revisera Note. Tbis section 11'0 new 1nsoflar as appl1cation to Coast Guard per .. 
l'lOnnel in time ot peace i8 concerned. Such awards can be made to membel'8 ot 
the OJast Guard wben the Coast Guard Is operating with the Navy. 

The language I. parallel to tbat found In Uti" 34, U.S.C., 1946 ed" .3M, pro­
viding for _"",rd. to personnel of the Navy. Slst Congrell!!, II_ Report No. 
~}7. 

Public Law 88--77. ApprovedJuly25,1963, . 
Legislative history: H. Rept. 412 (Committee on Armed Services) i 

S. Rept. 359 (Committee 011 Armed Services) ; C{)ngressional Recoro 
"01. 109 (196.~) : ,July 8, passed House; .July 16, considered and passed 
Senate. 
§ 495. Additional pay for holders of medals.. 

Elich enlisted mllll ill the Coast Guard who is awarded it medal of 
hOllor, It distinguished service medal, or a Coast Guard medal sho,]) 
be entitled to additi.onRI pay at the rate of $2 per month from the date 

• 

: 
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of the deed or service for which the award is made, and each emblem 
or insignia in lieu of a medal of honor, a distinguished service medal, 
or a COlISt Guard med"l shan entitle him to further additional pay at 
the rate of $2 per month from the date of the deed or service for which 
such Itward is made, and such additional P"Y shall continue throughout 
his active serv<ice, whether such service shan or shan not be continuous. 
(Aug. 4, 1949, eh. 393,63 Stat. 535.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION N 01:'E8 

Reviser'8 Note. 'I"hls section provides the same additional pay for. enlisted per­
sonnel who receive certain awards, as is provided tor enUsted pemonnel o.f the 
Navy who receive similar awurds (see title 34, U.S.C., 1946 ed., • 857). Slat 
Congress, House Reil<>rt No. 557. 

§ 496. Time limit on award; report concerning deed. 
No medal of honor, distin~ished service medal} Coast Guard medal, 

or emblem or insignia in heu thereof shan be l.S!!Ued to any person 
after more than five years from the date of the deed or service justifv­
ing the awarding thereof1 nor unless a specific statement or report dIS­
tinctly setting forth the deed or service and suggesting or recommend­
ing oIIicial recognition thereof shall have been made by his superior 
through official channels at the time of the deed or service or within 
one year after the d~.ed or termination of the service. (Aug. 4, 1949, eh. 
393, 6,3 Stat. 536.) 

HIS'romOAL AliD REvIsION Nf)'l"E.8 

Re-v18er's Note. Tbis section estabUsbes a time limit on the making ot awards. 
It foIIows the established practice in all the armed forces (see title 10. U,S.C., 
1946 ed., f 1400 and title 34, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 360.) 81st Congre ... , House Report 
No. 551. 

§ 497. Honorable lIubsequent service as condition to award. 
No medal of honor, distinguished service medal, diatingnished fI;ying 

cross, Coast Guard medal, or emblem, or insignia in lieu thereof shan 
be awarded or presented to any individual, or to the representative of 
any individual, whose entire service subsequent to the time he distin. 
gulshed himself shan not in the opinion of the Commandant have been 
honorable. (Aug. 4, 1949, eh. 393,63 Stat. 536; Aug. 10, 1956, eh. 1041, 
§ 13, 70A Stat. 624.) 

HIsTORtOAL AND REvISION Norr.s 

ll(1)itlcr'tI Note. This 8e(!tion makes bonorable service subsequent to the act for 
which award Is made, a condition precedent to granting the award. 'l1le Navy has 
the same statutory condition (see tltI. 34, V_B.C., 1946 ed., 1362.) BlBt Co_, 
House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1 __ ~Act Aug. 10, 1956, amended section to 1nclude the diatlngulsbed jly1ng 
Cf0S8. 

§ 498. Posthumous awards. 
In case an individual who distingnishes himself dies before the mak· 

ing of any award to which he may be entitled, as authorized in this 
chapter, the award may be made and presented within five years from 
the date of the act or service justifr~ the award to such next of kin as 
may l,ave been designated by the mdIvidual, or in the absence of such 
desIgnation, or if the designated person is not alive at the time of the 
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award, or the relationship between such person and the serviceman 
shall have been terminated before his death, then to such representa· 
tive as the President designates. In the event of a posthumous award 
when the award will be made to the parents of the deceased and the 
parents have been divorced or separated, a duplicate award may be 
made to each parent. (Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 536.) 

o 
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