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Blow up

Marine from “B" Co, Ist Bn. 26th Marines prepares io
blow up captured bunker during Operation Prairie, 500 meters
from DMZ. Large quantities of penicillin and other drugs in-
cluding plasma, were found.

‘Golden Fleece’

Thank you, Marines

By: Sgt. Mike McCusker

CHU LAI— A tired and dirty
Marine battalion, crammed into
a 50-truck convoy and stared into
the faces of the cheering Viet-
namese aligned along both sides
of dusty Highway *One.

Banners and flags were shipped
by frenzied hands as the thou-

sands of shrill voices crescen- |

doed above the throaty rumble
of 50 motors.

“Thank you U.S. Marines . . .
(red and yellow banners stream-
ered over the road) . . . hurry
back to Mo Duc.”

The trucks roared through the
sunbaked hamlet raising clouds of
gritty dust. Highway One north
to Quang Ngai opened into broad
fields and the Marines could no
longer see nor hear the tumulit.

Only an occasional peasant
looking up from his work as the
trucks replaced the crowds and
the sounds were limited to the
steady rumblings of the motors.

Hurry back . . .

The minds atop the weary faces
straggled back to almost a month
before when the 1st Battalion,
Seventh Marines, 1st Marine Di-
vision first arrived at the small
Vietnamese Army District head-
quarters at Mo Duc, 10 miles
south of the provincial capital
city of Quang Ngai.

For eight days the battalion
swept down alongside Highway

One through the spongy rice pad-
dies. Like an advancing wave in
knee-deep muck, they spread out
into wide fields under the boiling
sun, their green dungarees almost
blending with the ripe grain.

The Marines cleared the ham-
lets along Highway One — that
was Operation Fresno. Most of the
Viet Cong fled but a few stayed
fight and they died.

Operation Golden Fleece came
next.

The gigantic task of protecting
a daily average of 9,000 Viet-
namese rice harvesters for 10
days fell to the Marines and to
| units of the Army of the Republic
iof Vietnam.
| It was a long, weary job.
Each day began before dawn
and ended long after sunset and
included countless patrols along
the fringes of the paddies and
into the hamlets. It was days of
seeking and killing snipers while
thousands of black pajama-clad
peasants gathered the rice in
fields the Viet Cong had long
called their own.

The battalion began catching
heavy fire from the VC fortified
Hamlet of Van Ha (1). Peasants
in the fields became afraid and
the harvest slowed. The Marines
went in and cleared it out.

After evacuating over 700 re-
fugees and dynamiting more than

(Continued on Page 4)
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Hard fought battle pushes

| communist force.

* Point elements pulled back for
artillery and air support to pound
IthL- reinforced bunkers, then at-
‘lacked—but the enemy was wait-
ing. Three times the company
assaulted the position but were
driven back.

Captain J. J. Carroll, company
commander, then pulled back his
unit just 50 meters from the in-
coming friendly artillery rounds.

When the strike lifted the Ma-
rines again assaulted the hill and
overran the enemy attempting to
return to their positions. Twenty.
enemy were Kkilled.

An hour later, the VC counter-
attacked with a reinforeed com-
pany.

Gunnery Sergeant Jeramiah
Purdy, laid his weapon platoon’s
machine guns in prime positions.

“I wasn’t so sure we could hold
the hill until Purdy's guns began
cutting them down,"” said Carroll.

The battle lasted until just be-
fore dark when the enemy broke
contact.

Seventy-two enemy soldiers
were killed in the action. Marine
casualties were described as
light.

Viet Cong off key hill top

By: Cpl Vince Hagel

DONG HA—Hard fighting North Vietnamese soldiers were driven off a key hilltop
in the rugged jungle just south of the Demilitarized Zone by Marines of the Fourth
Marine Regiment last week on Operation Prairie.

The 3rd Division unit then repelled a counterattack by the battalion-sized enemy
force during the day-long battle which was fought at point-blank range at times.

The point man of the lead company was hit by automatic weapons fire as he topped
a small rise. Another Marine

going to his aid was also hit by the deeply dug in

1,311 Viet Cong kills
month of September

By: GySgt. Ron Harwood

DA NANG—September proved to be a busy and productive month
for U. S. Marines in the I Corps area of Vietnam as the leathernecks'
air-ground team accounted for 1,311 enemy dead.

Four major operations were conducted during the month with the
majorily of the action taking place just south of the DMZ,

Operation Prairie, which commenced Aug. 3 and evolved directly
from Hastings, suddenly developed major proportions when heavy
contact was made between two companies of the 1st Battalion, Fourth
Marine Regiment, and North Vietnamese regulars.

On a reconnaissance in force mission north of the Rockpile (a
large hill mass approximately 15 miles west of Dong Ha), “B" and
=" 1Y es found themselves pinned down and surrounded by an
estimated battalion of North Vietnamese soldiers. From Sept. 15
to the 18th, the two companies fought off their determined attackers
and inflicted heavy casualties on them in the process.

The 2nd Battalion, Seventh Marine Regiment, traveled overland
from Cam Lo in forced marches and reached the two companies at
3:30 p.m. on the 18th. The enemy broke contact as soon as the fresh
battalion arrived in the area.

While this battle was taking place, a special landing force com-
posed of the 1st Battalion, 26th Marine Regiment, was heli-lifted from
the USS Iwo Jima to a point on the coast just south of the DMZ on

(Continued on Page 3)

its formation in March.

New CG for Force Logistic Command
DA NANG—Brigadier General James E. Herbold, Jr. (photo inset) assumed com-
mand of the Force Logistic Command, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific at battalion size change-
of-command ceremonies on October 3.

Brigadier General Herbold is the first general officer to commlrmd the unit.
He relieved Colonel George C. Axtell, who had been commanding officer of FLC since

Brigadier General Herbold was formerly Commanding General of the Marine Corps
Supply Activity before his assignment in South Vietnam.
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Your ‘horn of plenty

When the Veteran’s Readjustment Benefits Act of 1966,
more familiarly known as the Cold War GI Bill, was passed,
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The following people wish to
write to Marines in Vietnam:
L] [ o

| Nadine Nelsen (18)
4417 N. Merrimac Avenue
| Chicago, Illinois 60630

Sandra Thompson
RR No. 1
| New York Mills, Minn.

Joyce Hﬁhn (17)
5 Eastgate Road
Massapequa Park, N. Y. 11762

:Mary Bierboum
[252 S. 23rd Street
| Philadelphia, Penna. 19103

Paule Borbati (18)
2162 West 10th Street
‘Bmokiyn:. New, York 11223

Mary Theiss
338 West 26th Street
| Erie, Penna. 16508

| Betty Thorpe (31)
[RD No. 1
| Mansfield, Penna, 16933

Mrs. Carol Margin
485 No. Franklin Tpke.
Ramsey, N. J, 07446

Pat Davis

Route No. 7 Box 248

'Weslminster. Md. 21157
® Ll £

| Barabara Ann Lipke (20)
4145 N. Oakley
Chicago._lllinois 60618 e

Suzanne Marie Stickle
2049 Yoast Avenue
Cincinnatj. Ohio_ 45225

James E. Corro
Wassaic State School
Wassaic, New Y.ork

Vivian Dayton (21)
216 13th Avenue., S§. E
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Winnie Mitchell (19)
Sara Paulding (19)
Melford Nurses Residence

Room 222223 Pondville Hospital
Walpole, -Mass. 92081

Janette Barlow (24)
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of the week

mucl_ld:amphasis was given to the educational benefits it 3fd,ﬁia'j"°if°¥1373 TV actress Joy Wilkerson salutes the Marines of the 3d
prOVlThié emphasi., was quite proper. The educational pro-|Pam Gibbs - : Division. She says she wants to come to Vietnam to entertain,

317 North 20th Street
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501

Sheryn Demuth
425 Sixteenth Street

but isn't quite sure if we want her. Anyone who desires to
coux the young Miss can write to her c/o L. Shurr Agency,
327 N. Rodeo Drive, Beverly Hills, Calif.

visions of the bill are available to all servicemen with two
years active duty and to veterans with service after Janua?’
31, 1955. Hence, these benefits are ones which probably will
be enjoyed by the most people.

However, there are many other provisions in the bill— New Orleans, Louisiana 70124
benefits that many servicemen could well use but might let| Andrea Jordan (21)

slip by because they aren’t aware of them.

5118 271 NE

One other benefit that is available, right now, to active Seattle, Washington 98105
duty personnel, is the home and farm loan provision—a |\ Richard Altaup (2'”
mighty important benefit for servicemen seeking a home in pp 'No. 2 '
this day of high mortgage rates and generally “tight” money. | Mt. Vernon, lowa

Among the other benefits are Job Counseling and -:Iob
Placement; Federal Employment Preference, VA medical

care, Burial Flags, and important changes to the Soldier’s

and Sailor’s Civil Relief Act.

Details on each of these benefits are available through|
educational channels at your unit or through the Veteran’s |
Administration. Find out about them now, or as soon as you| WASHINGTON—Marine Corps

return stateside. (AFNB)

Rules on family service

in RVN outlined in order

An order outlining Marine
Corps policy governing concur- |
rent assignment of military mem-
bers of the same family to Viet-
nam has been issued by Head-
quarters Marine Corps. ‘

The order, MCO 130023, pro-|
vides for deferment of assign- |
ment to South Vietnam of Ma-|
rines, upon their request, who
have a parent, child, a brother or
a sister already serving with the
Armed Forces in South Vietnam,

The order also provides for the
reassignment outside the land

2 SEA TIGER

area of South Vietnam of all but |
one member of a family in those
cases where several members of
the same family were serving in
Vietnam prior to the effective
date of the order. Reassignment |
in this instance is also contingent |
on a written request by the indi- |
vidual Marine through normal|
command channels to the Com-i
mandant of the Marine Corps |
(Code DN). ‘
For additional details refer to
MCO 1300.23, subject: “Concur-|
rent Assignment of More Than‘
\

One Military Member of the
Same Family to South Vietnam.;

' restrictions on."

Pamela Eagles (17)
24 Maple Drive
Groton, Conn. 06340

Cash for ideas

personnel on active duty are now
eligible for_cash awards if they
submit a suggestion, invention or
a scientific achievement which
contributes to the efficiency,
economy, or other improvements
of operations relating to the
Armed Forces, according to a
new Marine Corps Order.

The Order, MCO 1650.17, tells
who is eligible for the cash
awards, how it is funded, and
who has the authority to award
the cash and other pertinent in-
formation.

New 26th Marines CO

Lieutenant Colonel James M.
Cummings assumed command
of 2nd Battalion, 26th Marine
Regiment, He relieved Major
Walter S, Pullar, Jr. who will
assume duties as executive of-
ficer.

The 3d Marine Division unit
has manned a sector ten miles
southwest of Da Nang since
arriving in Vietnam last month.
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Consider the case...

Consider the case of the
Marine who earned a bundle
of money—the easy but le-
gitimate way—on his Viet-
nam tour.

He heard about the new
Uniformed Services Savings
Deposits, allowing interest
payments of 10 percent for
servicemen overseas.

He also heard about re-
enlistment bonuses—Ilike the
variable reenlistment bonus
that pays big for certain
critical skills.

So he reenlisted two days |
after he got here and was
paid $7,200. He immediately
slapped it into the Savings
Deposit, then he signed an
allotment for another $100 a
month to be deposited in his
account.

Here is the way it worked
out: His money earned $185
the first quarter of the year,
$197.12 the second quarter,
$209.55 the third quarter and
$222.29 the last. Total in-
terest: $813.96.

So the Marine left his
money where it was and went
home to a Stateside assign-

Deposit Program had a little
bonus kicker in it.

(Kicker: Interest keeps ac-
cruing for 90 days after you
return to the States, without
deposits).

At the end of 90 days he
drew his balance—3$9,444.31,
showing earned interest

average monthly balance) of
$1,044.31 for a-year of de-
posits that didn't hurt his
pocketbook at all.

Consider the case of Sav-
ings Deposits. Consider the
case of a career in the Marine
Corps.

Christmas mail

Christmans mail will have
to go early to reach the U.S.
in time for the holidays, ac-
cording to the MACV Stalf
Postal Officer.

Parcels paid at the surface
rate, including those weigh-
ing less than five pounds,
must be mailed by Novem-
ber 1, since the peak mailing
period will run from October
15 to that date.

Air mail percels and let-
ters should be mailed by De-

ment, knowing the Savings

L

cember 13.

(compounded quarterly onm —



First participant

LCpl. Michael F. Rea, Fifth Communications Bn.. 3d
Marine Division, is congratulated by BrigGen. Jonas M. Platt,
Chief of Staff, Il MAF, on being the first participant in the
new R&R Program begun this week ar China Beach, located
near Da Nang. (Photo by Cpl. D. E. Brodale)

China Beach R&R

By: LCpl. C. Cellars

DA NANG — China Beach. lo-
cated near the port city of Da
Nang. opened this week as the
first in-country R&R center in
the 1T Corps area.

bask in the sun, play games on
the sandy beach, and swim in
safety as two qualified lifeguards
are on duty at all times.

Planned for the near future are
a library, theater and chapel.

The three-day rest and relaxa-
tion program caters to all mem-
bers of the free world forces in
Vietnam.

Available at the center will be
a snack bar featuring American
food and drink, hot water for
showers, and a nightly movie.
During the das. servicemen can

Living quarters also are to be
air conditioned.

The center is scheduling two
R&R groups weekly. At present,
half of the servicemen scheduled
for the program are Air Force
personnel,

Daily recreation programs for
local military personnel at the
beach will contmue as bvfnro

~ September kills—

(Continued From Page 1)
Sept. 15, For the next three days they pushed inland towards Dong
Ha and had sporadic contact with North Vietnamese troops. During
their push inland the Marines killed 51 enemy soldiers, captured 15
and took eight weapons and hundreds of rounds of ammunition.

The battalion was placed under the operational control of the
3rd Marine Division at noon on Sept. 18, and Operation Deckhouse
IV was concluded.

The next day, now part of Operation Prairie, the battalion was
battling to take over a North Vietnamese stronghold in the village
complex of Gia Bihn, just south of the DMZ. After two days of heavy
fighting, the stronghold fell. Continuous artillery and air attacks were
used to dislodge the stubborn defenders.

Throughout the rest of the month contact with enemy troops ran
from light to heavy as the Marine units pushed along the ridge lines
south of the DMZ. From its start in Aug., Operation Prairie has
resulted in the confirmed death of 943 enemy troops while Marine
casualties remain light.

In other action involving units of the 3rd Marine Division, Opera-
tion Macon continued with sporadic contact reported. Started on July
4, Macon has resulted in 442 enemy KIAs.

In the southern sector of I Corps, the 1st Marine Division was
busy also. In addition to numerous small-unit sweep and clear mis-
sions, they conducted a Golden Fleece rice harvesting operation |*
south of Quang Ngai,

Under protection of units from the Seventh Marine Regiment and
the Army of the Republic of Vietnam, an average daily work force of
nearly 10,000 Vietnamese harvested 7,620 tons of rice during the
operation,

In addition, 727 tons of rice harvested by the VC for their use
was discovered in the hamlet of Van Ha (1) and turned over to
friendly villagers.

During the operation 244 VC KIA were confirmed, most from
artillery and Marine air strikes.

Of the 1,311 enemy troops killed during September, 829 were
credited to ground forces, 314 to Marine air and another 168 to more
lhan one weapons -.\ stem

Reenlistment rate at 21. 5%

WASHINGTON — According to
a consolidated reenlistment re-
port covering 57 of the largest
Marine Corps commands, the
Corps got 21.5 per cent of its first

ers had been recommended and
were eligible to reenlist; 261 ac-
tually did so.

The number of those reenlisting

termers to ship over during July.
It also achieved an 84.9 per cent
shipover of its career men for
a !iJlal reenlistment percentage of
43.1.

Translated into numbers, the
report shows that 1216 first term-

for the first time at the 57 com-
mands runs slightly higher than
overall Corps figures for the
months of April, May and June.
In April. 206 first termers re-
enlisted; in May 179 and in June
191.

60mm mortar shell removed
from Vietnamese troop’sbody

By: MGySgt.

G. M. Cameron

DA NANG—A live 60mm mortar shell, completely imbedded in a Vietnamese sol-

dire's

body was successfully removed here Oct.

1 at the station hospital by a U.S. Navy

doctor and a Naval demolition expert during 25 minutes of tense surgery.

Responsible for removing the projectile that could have easily exploded and killed

them

ficer First Class John J. Lyons,
Warren, 27.
Private First Class Nguyen

Luong, the 22-year-old vietim, is
reported in good condition and
except for a fracied collar bone
and some torn muscles is expected
to recover rapidly.

Luong, a member of the 241h
Artillery received the incredible
wound diring a heavy fight with
his unit against an estimated three
battalions of VC.

He was peering from the open
hateh of an APC (Armored Per-
sonnel Carrier) when he noticed a
VC mortar position launching a
round in his direction.

The shell came whistling in, was
deflected by the hatch door,
smashed Luong's helmet, and
plunged straight down through
his collar bone and lodged just
under the skin forward of the
vib cage. He was medically
evacuated with nine other casual-
ties a short time later.

Marine Licutenant Colonel M. T.
Jannell, 45, and commanding of-
ficer of HMM-263, Marine Aircraft
Group 16, was the UH-34 pilot who
brought Luong to the station hos-
pital,

“It was just a regular evac,”
commented Jannell later, “and I
had no idea what the patients
condition was." As an after-
thought, he  grinned and said,
“and we have a regulation against
carrying live ordnance.”

all are Navy Doctor Capt. Harry Dinsmore,

45; Navy explosives expert Petty Of-
36;

and the anesthetist Navy Lieutenant Gerry G.

[ was eating supper When they

notified me,”” said Dr. Dinsmore.
“I thought they must be joking—
that is until 1 saw the X-ray."
Asked what he felt then, he re-
marked, “I wished I were some-
where else.”

Lyons, the explosives expert, ap-
peared on the scene 10 minutes
after he was called from a nearby
Naval unit. Quickly, he and Dr.
Dinsmore with no visible emotion,
and cool, steady hands, prepared
the patient for surgery,

Working near a hastily erected
barricade of sandbags, the de-
molitions expert firmly held the
mortar while Dr. Dinsmore cut
away clothing and bandages; then
making the necessary
that permitted Lyons to remove
the round.

“I must have asked Lyons a

dozen times, if he had a good grip |

on the mortar,” said the doctor,
“I had a firm hold,” Lyons said,
‘but was concerned how far the
pin in the nose cone had been

IT'S MY JOB—Suaid explo-
sives expert Navy Petty Of-
ficer John J. Lyons at the
Da Nang station hospital in
South Vietnam Oct. 1, after
he was asked how it felt.

incisions |

NOT FAKED—Perhaps one in five million chance—The live
60nmum Chinese Communist mortar is clearly shown in the
X-ray where it plunged into the side of a young South Viet-
namese soldier and became completely imbedded inside his
body just forward of the rib cage.

VC mortarman thought when he
saw his perfect ~hol—-and there
was no mcploslon

pushed in toward the exploding
device.”

The moment the mortar was
free from Luong's body, Lyons
cautiously carried it outside, and
with a pair of pliers removed the
deadly firing pin.

“The pin only needed a slight
nudge and the shell would have
exploded,” remarked Lyons, “Pro-
bably, vou could say, his body
saved his life; also, had the
mortar continued its downward
| course, and struck Luong's hip
| bone—that would have been it.”

Dr. Dinsmore, who arrived in
South Vietnam last August from
the U.S. Naval Hospital at An-
napolis, said he had never per-
formed an operation even remote-
ly like this one and he really
didn't give it much thought—until
later,

The {ollowing morning Luong
was somewhat weak and in slight
pain, but he smiled and was in
excellent spirits as he greeted
those responsible for his survival.

During an interview with news-
men, Luong revealed that he is
front the town of Dong Ha where,
coincidentally U.S. Marines are
slugging it out with the North
Vietnamese Army in a major mili-
tary operation only a few miles
from the DMZ.

The young soldier told newsmen,
“I know I am a very lucky man.
After two years and many fights ps . ¥
against the Viet Cong this is the | ! ictnamese soldier.
first wound 1 have suffered. You | — —
know, I am wondering what that SEA TIGER 3

GLAD IT'S OVER — Ex-
claimed Navy Doctor Capt.

Harry Dinsmore 1-.'11He exam-
ining a 60mm Chinese Com-
munist mortar shell. He suc-
('essj’uli_\' operated around the
live round which

was in-

bedded in the body of a South
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LCpl Thomas H. Pope, a radio man with the 7th Ma-
rines, holds open a burlap sack for a Vietnamese collecting rice
that the VC had abandoned when Marine forces assaulted the
fortified hamlet of Ly Ha (1) during Operation Golden Fleece.
The harvesters came from miles around to glean rice from the
fields that had been under VC control for several years.

(Photo by LCpl. Mike Worden)

Thank you Marine-

(Continued From Page 1)
400 enemy bunkers and caves,
the Marines opened the hamlet
to harvesters.

The harvesters came along the
paddies or by beat in the shallow
river that ran through Van Ha.
There were thousands of them
and they cleaned out over 700
tons of rice the VC had already
harvested and attempted to con-
ceal. Pots and pans, sleeping
mats, farm tools and water buf-
faloes—all were claimed by the
peasants.

As they swarmed in, the bat-
talion sectioned off hundreds into
cach company area inside their
defense perimeter, A crossroads
divided the hamlet into four areas
and each company occupied a
slice of the pie,

The Marines escorted the peo-
ple into and out of Van Ha, pro-
tecting them every step of the

“Father-Son
Meet Again

By: Sgt. H. G. McGrattan

DA NANG — Once again the
famed Marine Corps Air-Ground
team accomplished
But this time,
and destruction it brought joy and
jubilation.

A letter reccived by the com-

manding officer, Marine Aircraft 5
Ist Marine Aircraft |4 &

Group 11,
Wing, set the wheels in motion,

It came from Navy Command- |&

er James A. Blazek, Naval Air
Station, Alameda, Calif.

He was to pilot a supply plane
bringing aireraft parts to Da
Nang.

The letter asked about the pos-

sibility of seeing his son, Corporal |8
Blazek, who is with

Gerald J.
the 1st Battalion, Ninth Marines,
about 12 miles south of here.
Within hours after the letter
was received, arrangements were
completed for Cpl. Blazek to come
to the airfield. The letter inform-
ing Cdr. Blazek that arrange-
ments were completed did not
reach him prior to his departure.
Greeting his father as

its mission. |
instead of death |

he |

And then, it was

over.

The last of the peasants dis-
appeared across the brown-
ravaged fields and the Marines
returned to Mo Due to spend one
more night before setting out for
Chu Lai.

More than 7,600 tons of rice
had been harvested and 244 Viet
Cong were dead.

The convoy down-shifted as it
approached Quang Ngai and
crawled slowly through the city
streets as onee again, as in Mo
Duc, thousands of cheering Viet-
namese thronged the boulevards.

The trucks picked up speed on
the long bridge across the Song
Tra Khuc as open fields stretched
ahead.

Beyond the horizon was *“*home’
and showers and hot food. The
Marines settled down and waited
for the last dusty miles to pass.
And they remembered the ban-
ners strung atop trees in ‘that
small city several hours behind
them.

“Thank you U.S. Marines . . .
hurry back to Mo Duc."

last week,

Busy day
busycrew

' By: Sgt. “altor Warneka

| DA NANG — A giant green
{“bird" from Marine Medium
Helicopter Squadron 362 was
ready, and a tense crew waited
the word that would launch them
on another medical evacuation
mission.

The crew: Captain Don B.
Hirsch: First Lieutenant Ernest
Sachs; Corporal William T. Sher-

i i/man; Private First Class Thomas

E. Schaney; and Navy Hospital-
man Jack D. Johnson, were as-
signed to medevacs during an
operation 10 miles north of Tam
Ky.

The crew ¢ hief gave the

“thumbs up™ signal te_the pilot
telling him everything was ready
to go, then he jumped into the
‘copter and loaded his M-60 ma-
chine gun as the helo took off to
pick up three wounded Marines,

Within minutes the helicopter
sat down in a rice paddy area
and the wounded men were load-
ed aboard.

They were taken to a medical
battalion at Ky Ha for medical
treatment. The helicopter crew
quickly refueled and returned to
Tam Ky.

Arriving at Tam Ky, there
wasn't a moment’s delay before
Capt. Hirsch and his crew were
airborne on another mission. This
time they loaded two Viet Cong
suspects for questioning at Tam
Ky. Before the day ended, they
made eight more missions, A
busy day for a busy crew,

Phantom Reefer

DA NANG, Vietnam—The Phan-
tom Reefer, destination unknown,
leaves the Special Services Office
of the Naval Activity here every
day. Its mission—reliel of toiling | e
Americans. Everywhere in the
area the Phantom Reefer comes
upon American servicemen work-
ing hard at their jobs, it stops,
opens wide its doors and gives
away free soda to all.

The Phantom Reefer is an in-
novation. Since many American
servicemen in the area work
where no cold drinks are avail-
able the Phantom Reefer, a re-
frigerated truck, drives around
all day stopping whenever it sees
hot, thirsty servicemen to give
away cold drinks. It drives 35 to
40 miles each day and gives away

165 cases of soda a week,

Sponsor for education

Doan Thi Ai Lan, who is going to complete high school

in the U.S.,

shows a Vietnamese textbook to her sponsor,

Navy Lieutenant Cecil R. Threadgill, Chaplain Corps.

(Photo by Sgit. Rich Groscost)

Persistent pilot wins
Sllver Star Medal

Cpl. Jim Paynter
DA NANG—A hermc display of devotion to duty and
courage during Operation Colorado has earned the Silver
Star Medal for a pilot with Marine Medium Helicopter

Squadron-362.
Captain G

regory W. Lee was presented the award for

his “courage above and beyond the call of duty . . . and
actions in keeping with the highest traditions of the United

States Naval Service'” by Majo
General L. B. Robertshaw,

lst!

Activi-t; and the casualties on the

Mannv Aircraft Wing command- | ground had risen, Lee made a

flew as section leader of two
UH-34D helicopters on an emer-
gency medical evacuation mis-
sion. Their mission was lo pick
up three wounded Marines of the
1st Battalion, 5th Marines.

As Lee and his wingman cir-
cled over the landing zone, they
were advised not to land as the
landing zone was completely sur-
rounded by Viet Cong and the
guerrillas were pounding it heavi-
ly with mortars and grenades.

When weather closed in and
threatened the necessity of re-

turning to the Landmp. Support

emerged from the plane, the Ma- |54

rine
a brief tour of the area.

Later young Blazek said fare-
well to his dad from the flight
line with the traditional “‘thumbs
up" as the commander taxied off
for his return flight.
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corporal then took him on |

! | setting down.
| | was unloaded and a full Toad of

| desperate attempt
Duruu, Operation Colorado, Lée I'way throush the inten

\dutomdnc weapons [ire

to. make his

intense  heavy
to pick
| up the wounded Marines.

As he neared the landing zone,
enemy pgunners found the range
to his aireraft, and Lee was
lforced to fly off after taking
numerous hits.

Twice again he attempted to
reach the beleaguered Marines,
but each time he received more
hits from guerrilla gunners. Fi-
nally, after receiving rounds in
the primary hydraulic line, trans-
mission system and rotor head,
foul weather forced him to re-
turn to the LSA.

Soon after landing, he received
another emergency mission, this
time to deliver ammunition to the

. | Marines in the same position. As

soon as the weather cleared, he
loaded ammunition and stretch-
ers aboard and launched toward
the landing zone.

Again he braved the extremely
accurate automatic weapons fire,
and this time was successful in
The _ammunition

wounded put aboard, and the cap-
tain took off through a hail of

: | bullets.

Once back to the LSA, he com-

pleted temporary taping of the

USMC, ARVN TEACH ROKMC—the 11 member.s a]’ tlu-' Republic of Korea Marine
Corps listen, Sgt. Li Dine Hane, Army of the Republic of Vietnam, explains in Vietnamese
the ARV N rank structure. Watching at right is Maj. Kenneth W. Schiweck, Director of the
Vietnamese Language School at Da Nang. This is the first class of allied forces to learn Viet-

namese at an American-directed school in this country.

(Photo by Sgt. Joe Abreu)

| not see

hydraulic lines to restore pres-
sure, and again headed back to-
ward the battle in his crippled -

g | aircraft. On his final approach to

the zone, a barrage of Viet Cong
rounds caused a fire in his air-

| craft, and Capt. Lee was forced
| to return once again to the LSA.

Lieutenant Colonel Harold C.

§ Hoffman, 1st Battalion, 5th Ma-

rines commander, praised the
pilot, and commented that he did
how the helicopter made
it through the intense rain of fire.
He also said that if it had not
been for the pilot's cool effici-
ency, many of the wounded Ma-
rines might have died.

Capt. Lee has previously been
awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross, the Purple Heart Medal,
15 Air Medals and the Vietnam-
ese Cross of Gallantry with Sil-
ver Star.



Colorfulceremonies
for Gen. Nickerson

By: MSgt George E. Wilson

CHU LAI—Major General H.
Nickerson Jr. assumed com-
mand of the 1st Marine Division
Oct. 1.

The outgoing commander,
Major General Lewis J. Fields
has been reassigned as command-
ing general of the 5th Marine
Division with headquarters at
Camp Pendleton, Calif, He will
;lassuml" his new command, Nov.

General William C. Westmore-
land, commanding general of the
Military Assistance Command,
Vietnam, headed a group of dis-
tinguished visitors who witnessed
the traditional passing of the
colors signifying the change of
command at Chu Lai.

Other guests included Lieuten-
ant General Lewis W. Walt, com-
manding general of the III Marine
Amphibious Force; Major Gen-
eral Louis W. Robertshaw, com-
manding general of the 1st
Marine Aircraft Wing; Major
General Hoang Xuan Lam, com-
manding general of the I Corps
region, Army of the Republic of
Vietnam; Brigadier General
William K. Jones, director, Com-
bat Operations Center, Military
Assistance Command, Vietnam;
and Brigadier General Bong
Chool Lee, commanding general
of the 2nd Republic of Korea
Marine Brigade.

Gen, Nickerson is the 31st com-
mander of the 1st Marine Division

WASHINGTON—Here is a re-
minder to pass on to your Mother,
Father, sisters, brothers, relatives,
and wife, or anyone else writing to
you here in Vietnam: A plain
~ envelope with a five-cent stamp
will be dispatched to Vietnam
with the speed of air mail.

“Tt is unnecessary,” officials
say; ‘‘to write the words ‘Air
Mail’ on the envelope.” When

marked this way the post office
must collect regular air mail
rates.

All first-class mail addressed
to an FPO address in Vietnam
now goes air-mail. Be sure your
fans include your proper FPO
address and zip code,

and the only general to command
it twice. It was under his com-
mand from June 1962 to April
1963.

Since then he has commanded
two of the Corps' major support-
ing activities, the Marine Corps
Supply Depot at Barstow, Calif.,
and most recently the Marine
gorrés Base at Camp Lejeune,

Three of Gen. Nickerson's deco-
rations were earned while serving
with the 1st Marine Division. In
Korea he was awarded the Army
Distinguished Service Cross for
extraordinary heroism while serv-
ing as the commanding officer of
the division's Seventh Marine

‘Regiment. !
Earlier in the Korean Confliet| |

he earned the Silver Star Medal
for conspicuous gallantry while
serving with the 1st Marine Regi-
ment.

1/9 medcap

By: SSgt. Will Hough

DA NANG—I1st Battalion, and
Ninth Marine Regiment Civil Af-
fairs NCO’s, Sergeant Mike Bian-
chino and Staff Sergeant Ed
Hartman tripled the battalion
Medecap (Medical Civil Action
Program) program.

Bianchino went to see Navy
Lieutenant R. A. Gioffre, battal-
ion surgeon, and found that only
a few Vietnamese civilians were
taking advantage of the program.

After erecting a permanent
tent for the program, Doctor
Gioffre and Bianchino set up
Medcap assistance for 11 a.m.
each day.

The next problem that faced
Bianchino was how to inform the
local civilians in the Ninth Ma-
rine area of the place and time
for medical aid. :

“This is when Staff Sergeant
Hartman and Private First Class
John Burrell, both members of
the Ninth Marine Civil Affairs
Team, - helped out,” said Bian-
chino. Hartman and Burrell made
several Public Address broad-
casts to encourage the civilians
to participate in First Battalion
Medcap program.

As a result, where 100 used the
facility before, now the program
is administering to the needs of
more than 300 Vietnamese each
week.

Pobing

examination

Commander Charles R. Ashworth, MC, USN, chief of

professional services, checks the upper arm of Cpl. Larry E.
Honneycutt for internal injuries. The corporal was wounded

during a recent operation. (Photo by LCpl. C. D. Mincemoyer) !sioned officer in charge of the

. ;"-

Top Marine surfers

The top three Marine surfers of the Ist annual Chu Lai USO-sponsored surfing contest
check with the judges following the meet held Sept. 25. Winner of the event was PFC Robert
D. Binkley (third from right), runner up was Cpl. Tim A. Crowder (second from right), while
third place went to LCpl. Steven C. Richardson. Judging the contest was Capt. Rodney Botelho
(left) and Miss Elli Vade Bon Cowur, associate director of the USO.

Force Logistic Support unit
provides a variety of supplies

By: Sgt. Dave Sturgeon

DONG HA—"Beans, Bullets and Band-Aids.”
This oversimplified phrase is used often by Marine units in the field. It gives, how-
ever, only the basics of the logistic support provided to keep these same units going on

Operation Prairie.
Major B. D.

Thornbury wishes it were that simple. The commander of the Force

Logistics Support unit which services all Marine units in Quang Tri Province names
some of the services provided.

“We keep the infantry walking,
the planes flying and the vehicles
moving,” he said. “We keep food
in the stomachs, clothes on the

bodies and ammunition in the

weapons,” he continued,

To do this, three platoons are
assigned to 'handle various
branches.

Gunnery Sergeant Lester F,
Hunter oversees the distribution
of food, with his ration platoon,
The Korean conflict veteran says
food for the front line troops is
the best it has ever been.

“We never had steaks, bread
or fresh juices in the front lines
before. In this war, we try to
provide these and other items
as much as possible,” he says.

“The old standard C-rations are
still the basic issue of food, but
we supplement that ration when-
ever possible,” he said.

The man who keeps the fuel‘

in the engines is Master Sergeant
William V. Stewart. With his bulk
fuel platoon dispensing more than
3,000 gallgns of fuel of all types
each day, Stewart and his men

' | sometimes wish someone would

add an hour or two to the 24-
hour work day.

Though round-the-clock work is

required more often than not, the
platoon retains its sense of
humor. The platoon motto is a
take-off on a familiar TV com-
mercial. “‘Let Bulk Fuel Put You
In The Drivers Seat,"”
- No man goes into combat with-
out a full issue of ammunition.
Gunnery Sergeant J. E. Bivens
sees to that, He heads the ammo
platoon which provides ground
units with ammunition from
small arms to the 8" artillery
shells.

The ammo platoon has its own
motto. “Nine Out of Ten Grunts
Prefer Our Ammo,"

The man that ties these units
together is Master Sergeant
Mitchell T. Key, noncommis-

support unit.

Key coordinates the three sec-
tions and orders all resupplies
from Da Nang.

“We don't store anything here
at Dong Ha, so we send daily re-
quests to the headquarters at Da
Nang. The supplies are normally
here the next day,” he said.

Medical supplies are also
ordered through the Logistics
Support unit. The orders are
placed by the medical unit and

Gun expert

By: LCpl. Bob Pitner

DA NANG  —Staff Sergeant
Bobby J. Morton knows a lot
about guns.

His job as group armorer for
Marine Aircraft Group-16 consists
of keeping.several thousand fire-
arms of eight different varieties
in good working order.

Every weapon used by MAG-
16's six squadrons, other than the
machine guns fixed permanently
to the armed helicopters of
Marine Observation Squadron
(VMO)-2, comes under his juris-
diction. It is his responsibility to
effect any major repairs or to
determine when a machine gun or
rifle is worn out and in need of
replacement.

Morton has been an armorer
for four years. He studied small
arms repair at Quantico, Virginia
and Camp Lejeune, N.C.

During his 11 months in Viet-
nam, he has had a chance to
compare the Marine Corps'
arsenal of small arms with that
of the Viet Cong.

“Overall, our weapons are
much better than the Viet
Cong’s," he said. “*They don't take
care of theirs. However, if it
shoots when you pull the trigger,
that's what counts,” Morton said.

logistics sees they are delivered.

All in all, it's long tedious
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