
Vol. 11, No. 38 111 Morine Amphibious Force, Vietnam October 12, 1966 

Blow up 
Marine from "8" Co, J st 8n. 26th Marines prepares to 

blow lip captllred bunker during Operation Prairie, 500 meters 
from DMZ. Large quantities of penicillin and other drugs in­
cluding plasma, were fOllnd. (Photo hy LCpl. N. B. Call) 

'Golden Fleece' 

Thank you, Marines 
By: Sgt. Mike ML-Cusker One through the spongy rice pad· 

CHU LAI- A tired and dirty dies. Like an advancing wave in 
Marine battalion, crammed into knee-deep muck, they spread out 
a 50-truck convoy and stared into into wide fields under the boiling 
the faces of the cheering Vietw sun, their green dungarees almost 
namese aligned along both sides blending with the ripe grain. 
of dusty Highway ' One. The Marines cleared the hamw 

Banners and flags were shipped lets along Highway One - that 
by frenzied hands as the thouw was Operation Fresno. Most oC the 
sands of shrill voices crescenw Viet Cong fled but a few stayed 
doed above the throaty rumble to fight and they died. 
of 50 motors. Operation Golden Fleece came 

"Thank you U.s. Marines . . . next. 
(red and yellow banners streamw The gigantic task of protecting 
ered over the road) . . . hurry a daily average of 9,000 Viet­
back to Mo Duc. It namese rice harvesters for 10 

The trucks roared through the days fell to the Marines and to 
sunbaked hamlet raising clouds of units of the Army oC the Republic 
gritty dust. Highway One north of Vietnam. 
to Quang Ngai opened into broad It was a long, weary job. 
fields and the Marines could no Each day began before dawn 
longer see nor hear the tumult. and ended long after sunset and 

By: Cpl Vince Hagel 
DONG HA-Hard fighting North Vietnamese soldiers were driven off a key hilltop 

in the rugged jungle just south of the Demilitarized Zone by Marines of the Fourth 
Marine Regiment last week on Operation Prairie. 

The 3rd Division unit then repelled a counterattack by the battalion-sized enemy 
force during the day-long battle which was fought at point-blank range at times. 

The point man of the lead company was hit by automatic weapons fire as he topped 
a small rise. Another Marine going to his aid was also hit by the deeply dug in 
communist force. 

Point elements pulled back for 
artillery and air support to pound 
the reinforced bunkers, then at­
tacked-but the enemy was wait­
ing. Three times the company 
assaulted the position but were 
driven back. 

Captain J. J. Carroll, company 
commander, then pulled back his 
unit just 50 meters from the in­
coming friendly artillery rounds. 

When the strike lifted the Ma· 
rines again assaulted the hill and 
overran the enemy attempting to 
return to their positions. Twenty. 
enemy were killed. 

An hour later, the VC counter­
attacked with a reinforced com­
pany. 

Gunnery Sergeant Jeramiah 
Purdy. laid his weapon platoon's 
machine guns in prime positions. 

"I wasn't so sure we could hold 
the hill until Purdy's guns began 
cutting them down," said Carroll. 

The battle lasted until just be· 
fore dark when the enemy broke 
contact. 

Seventywtwo en e m y soldiers 
were killed in the action. Marine 
casualties were described as 
light. 
---

1,311 Viet Cong kills 
month of September 

By: GySgt. Ron Harwood 
DA NANG-September proved to be a busy and productive month 

for U. S. Marines in the I Corps area of Vietnam as the leathernecks' 
airwground team accounted for 1,311 enemy dead. 

Four major operations were conducted during the month with the 
majority of the action taking place just south of the DMZ. 

Operation Prairie, which commenced Aug. 3 and evolved directly 
from Hastings, suddenly developed major proportions when heavy 
contact was made between two companies of the 1st Battalion. Fourth 
Marine Regiment, and North Vietnamese regulars. 

On a reconnaissance in force mission north of the Rockpile (a 
large hill mass approximately 15 miles west of Dong IIa), "B" and 
"n" Companies found themselves pinned down and surrounded by an 
estimated battalion of North Vietnamese soldiers. From Sept. 15 
to the 18th, the two companies [ought off their determihed attackers 
and inflicted heavy casualties on them in the process. 

The 2nd Battalion, Seventh Marine Regiment, traveled overland 
from Cam La in forced marches and reached the two companies at 
3: 30 p.m. on the 18th. The enemy broke contact as soon as the fresh 
battalion arrived in the area. 

While this battle was taking place, a special landing force com­
posed oC the 1st Battalion, 26th Marine Regiment, was heli-lifted from 
the USS Iwo Jima to a point on the coast just south of the DMZ on 

(Continued on Page 3) 

Only an occasional pea san t included countless patrols along If 

looking up from his work as the the fringes of the paddies and 
trucks replaced the crowds and into the hamlets. It was days of 
the sounds were limited to the seeking and killing snipers while 
steady rumblings of the motors. thousands of black pajama-clad 

Hurry back . . . peasants gathered the rice in 
The minds atop the weary faces fields the Viet Cong had long' 

straggled back to almost a 'moflth called their own. 
N'ew CG for Force Logistic Command 

before when the lst Battalion, The battalion began catching 
Seventh Marines, 1st Marine Diw heavy fire from the VC fortified 
vision first arrived at the small Hamlet of Van Ha (1). Peasants 
Vietnamese Army District hcadw in the fields became afraid and 
quarters at Mo Due, 10 miles the harvest slowed. The Marines 
south of the provincial capital went in and cleared it out. 
city of Quang Ngai. After evacuating over 700 re-

For eight days the battalion fugees and dynamiting more than 
swept down alongside Highway (Continued on Page 4) 

. . 
DA NANG-Brigadier General James E. Herbold, Jr. (photo inset) assumed com­

mand of the Force Logistic Command, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific at battalion size change-
of-command ceremonies on October 3. . 

Brigadier General Herbold is the first general officer to c.ommand the unit. 
He relieved Colonel George C. Axtell, who had been commanding officer of FLC since 

its formation in March. 
Brigadier General Herbold was formerly Commanding General of the Marine Corps 

Supply Activity before his assignment in South Vietnam. 



('"Sea"'''YIger''''i-al''i''''''ifag''''''''''i 
Licutcnant General Lcwis W. Walt 

Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Fol't'{, 
Brigadicr General Jonas M. Platt 

i§The following people wish to § 

Chief of Staff, III Marine Amphibious Force 
Major General Louis B. Robertshaw 

Commanding General, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing 
Major General II. Nickerson, Jr. 

Commanding General, 1st Marine Division 
Major General Wood B. Kyle 

Commanding General, 3d Marine Division 
Brigadier General James E. Herbold, Jr. 

Commanding General, Force Logistics Command 
Force ISO Col. T. M, I'leids 
Editor GySgt. Lee Wlttonls 

write to Marines in Vietnam: 

Nadine Nelsen (18) 
4417 N. Merrimac Avenue 
Chicago, lllinois (;0630 

• 
Sandra Thompson 
RR No.1 
New York Mills, Minn. , . 
Joyce Hahn (17) 
5 Eastgate Road 
Massapequa Park, N. Y. 11762 , . . 
Mary Bierbaum 
252 S. 23rd Street 
Philadelphia, Penna. 19103 

• • • 
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__________ C_"·_Cl_"_"_"_On_'_h_I'_I_'_""_e_'_6_.0_00_________ Betty Thorpe (31) 
.RD No. 1 

I Mansfield, Penna. 16933 , , . 

INCRe/'lSED fARM LOANS 

1/Tv1/arll.y·AfN8 

Your Ihorn of plentyl 

Mrs. Carol Margin 
485 No. Franklin Tpke. 
Ramsey, N. J. 07446 

" ~, 

Pat Davis 
Route No. 7 Box 248 
Westminster, Md. 21H,7 

• II> ~, 

I 
Barabara Ann Lipke (20) 
4145 N. Oakley 
Chicago, Illinois 60618 , . 
Suzanne Marie Stickle 
2049 Yoast Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45225 · , 
James E. Carl'o 
Wassaic State School 
Wassaic, New York · , 
Vivian Daylon (21) 
216 13th Avenue., S. E. 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa , . 
Winnie Mitchell (19) 
Sara Paulding (19) 
Melford Nurses Residence 
Room 222·22:l Pondvillc Hospital 
Walpole, Mass. 02081 

When the Veteran's Readjustment Benefits Act of 1966, '. 
more familiarly known as the Cold War GI Bill, was passed, Janette Barlow (24) 
much emphasis was given to the educational benefits it ~itd~ia~oLa20~1373 
provided, ' , 

This emphasL was quite proper. The educational pro- Pam Gibbs 
visions of the bill are available to all servicemen with two 317 North 20th Stl'eet 
years active duty and to veterans with service after January Council ~Iuffs, I,owa 51~01 
31 1955. Hence; these benefits are ones which probably will Shcryn Demuth 
be' enjoyed by the most people. 425 Sixteenth Street 

However, there are many other provisions in th~ biJI- New Orl~ans, LO,ulSlana ,10124 
benefits that many servicemen could well use but mIght let I Andrea Jordan (21) 
slip by because they aren't aware of them. 5119 27 NE 

Qne other benefit that is available, right now, to active Seattle, Washington 98105 
duty personnel, is the home and farm loan provision-:a Mrs. Ric'hmd Ailsup (2'1) 
mighty important benefit for servicemen seeking a home In RR No. 2 
this day of high mortgage rates and generally "tight" money. Mt. Vern,on , I0w.a 

Among the other benefits are Job Counseling and Job 
Placement· Federal Employment Preference, VA medical r4amr!j~apl~a~llei~C(17) 
care, Buri~1 Flags, and important changes to the Soldier's Groton, Conn. 06340 
and Sailor's Civil Relief Act. 

Details on each of these benefits arc available through I Cash for ·Ideas 
educational channels at your unit or through the Veteran's 
Administration. Find out about them now, or as soon as you WASHINGTON-Marine Corps 
return stateside. (AFNB) personnel on active duly are now 

eitglble for cash awards If they 
submit a suggestion, invention or 
a scientific achievement which 
contributes to the efficiency, 

• 

service Rules ,on family 
in RVN outlined in order I 

economy, or other improvements 
of operations relating to the 
Armed Forces, according to a 
new Marine Corps Order. 

An order outlining Mar inc al'cJ. of South Vietnam of all but 
Corps policy governing concur- l one member of a family in those 
rent assignment of military m~m· cases where s?vel'al memb~l's ?f 
bers of the same family to VIet· . the same family were SCl'vmg III 
nam has been issued by Head- Vietnam prior to the effective 
quarters Marine Corps. date of the order. Heassignmcnt 

, in this instance is also contingent 
. The order, Mea 1300.23, ~ro- on a written request by the indi­

vldcs for de£erm~nt of asslgn- vidual Marine through normal 
~cnt to South Yletnam of Ma- command channels to the Com­
rmes, upon thel~' request, who mandant of the Marine Corps 
ha~.~ a paJ'e~t. Ch~ld • . a bro~her or (Code DN). I 
a SIster alr~~~~ servmg "':lth the FoI' additional details refer to 
Armed Forces In South Vwtnam. MCO 1300.23, subject: "Concur-

The order ahw provides for the rent Assignment of Morc Than I 
reassignment outside the land One Military Member of the 

Same Family to South Vietnam. 
2 SEA TIGER . restrictions on." 

The Order, MCO 1650.17, tells 
who is eligible for the cash 
awards, how it is funded, and 
who has the authority to award 
the cash and othcr pertinent in­
formation. 

New 26th Marines CO 
Lieutenant Colonel James M. 

Cummings assumed command 
of 2nd Battalion, 26th Marine 
Regiment. He relieved Major 
Walter S. Pullar, Jr. who will 
assume duties as executive of· 
ficer. 

The 3d Marine Division unit 
has manned a sector ten miles 
southwest of Da Nang since 
arriving in Vietnam last month . 

\.. 
Tiger pen-pal of the week 

TV actress Joy Wilkerson salutes the Marines of the 3d 
Division. She says she wants to come to Vietnam to entertain, 
but isn't quite sure if we want her. Anyone who desires to 
coax the young Miss can write to her c/o L. Shurr Agency, 
327 N. Rodeo Drive, Beverly Hills, Calif· 

Consider the case • • • 
Consider the case of the 

Marine who earned a bundle 
01 money-the easy but le­
gitimate way-on his Viet­
nam tour. 

He heard about the new 
Uniformed Services Savings 
Deposits, allowing interest 
payments of 10 percent for 
servicemen overseas. 

He also heard about reo 
enlistment bonuses-like the 
variable reenlistment bonus 
that pays big for certain 
cri tical skiJIs. 

So he reenlisted two days 
after he got here and was 
paid $7,200. He immediately 
slapped it into the Savings 
Deposit, then he signed an 
allotment for another $100 a 
month to be deposited in his 
account. 

Here is the way it worked 
out: His money earned $185 
the first quarter of the year, 
$197.12 the second quarter, 
$209.55 the third quarter and 
$222.29 the last. Total in­
terest: $813.9rJ. 

So the ~rine left his 
money where it was and went 
home to a Stateside assign· 
ment, knowing the Savings 

Deposit Program had a little 
bonus kicker in it. 

(Kicker: Interest keeps ac· 
cruing for 90 days after you 
return to the States, without 
deposits). 

At the end of 90 days he 
drew his balance-$9,444.31, 
showing earned interest 
(compounded quarter1y on 
average monthly balance) of 
$1,044.31 for a 'year of de· 
posits that didn't hurt his 
pocketbook at all. 

Consider the case of Sav· 
ings Deposits. Consider the 
case of a career in the Marine 
Corps. 

Christmas mail 
Christmans mail will have 

to go early to reach the u.s. 
in time (or the holidays, ac­
cording to the MACV Starr 
Postal OIlieer . 

Parcels paid at the surface 
rate, including those weigh. 
ing less than five pounds, 
must be mailed by Novem­
ber I, since the peak mailing 
period will run (rom Octobcr 
15 to that date. 

Air mail percels and lct­
ters should be mailed by Dc­
cember 13. 



First participant 
LCpl. Michael F. Rea. Fifth COllllllllllica(ivlIS BII .. 3d 

"W{/rille DiI';~1oll, is cOlluratlllllled hy BrigGell. JOI1(/~ M. PIl/tt, 
Chie.! 0/ Swff, III MAF, 011 being the first participallt ill the 
ne\\' R&R Progl'llfll heglill this wee" (If Chil1l1 Belich, located 
near DII Nang. (Photo by Cpl. D. E. Brodllle) 

China Beach R&R 
1\)' : LCI'1. C. C"llars 

DA KANG - China Beach. lo­
cated neal' the port city of Da 
~ang-. opclled this week as tht 
first in-country R&R ('l'ntt'l' in 
thc T Corps al'ca. 

The three-day rest and rt'laxa­
lion program catC'rs to all memo 
bers of tht' free wol'ld forces in 
Vietnam. 

Availablt' at thc centt')' will bc 
a sna<:k bar fNJtul'ing American 
food and drink. hot water for 
.;;ho",,-<,'rs, i:lnd a nightly mO\'ic. 
During Ih(' da~', .'iel·vict'm('n can 

bask in thr sun. play games on 
the sand,' beach, and swim in 
safety as' two qualified lifeguards 
a1'(, on duty at all times. 

Planned (or the ncar futurC' art' 
a library. theatH and chapcl. 
Living q'ua1'tcl's also arc to be 
ail' conditionl'<l. 

The centcr is scheduling t....-o 
R&R groups weekly. At prcs(>nt, 
half of the sel'viccm('n scheduled 
for the program an' Ail' Forcc 
personnel. 

Daily n?cn'atioll programs for 
local military personnel at lilt' 
beach will continuC' as hdol'l'. 

September kills-
(Continued From llage 1) 

Sept. Hi. FOI' the nC'xt three days ther pushed inland towards Dong 
lIa and had sporadic contact with North Vietnamese troops. During 
their push inland the Marines killed 51 enemy soldiers, captul'l'd 15 
and took {light weapons and hundreds of round~ of ammunition. 

The battalion was placed under the operational ('ontl'ol of tht, 
3rd Marine Division at nOon on Sept. 18. and Operation D('ckhouse 
IV was concluded. 

The next day, now part of Operation Prairie, ttlt' battalion was 
battling to take over a North \ 'ietnamese stronghold in the \' illagc 
complex o( Gia Bihn, just south of the DMZ. After two days of twa\') 
fighting, the stronghold fcll. Continuous artillery and air attacks wcre 
used to dislodge thc stubborn ddcndel's. 

Throughout the rest of the month contact with ('nemy troops ran 
from light to heavy as the Marine units pushed along the ridgt, lines 
south of the DMZ. From its start in Aug .. Operation Prairie has 
resulted in the confirmed Geath of 943 enemy troops while Marine 
casualties remain light. 

In other action involving units of the 31'd Marine Division, Opera­
tion Macon continued with sporadic contact reported. Started on July 
4, Macon has resulted in 442 encmy KIAs. 

In the south('J'n sector of I Corps. the ht MarinI.:! Division was 
busy also. In addition to numerous small-unit sweep and clear mis­
sions, they conducted a Golden Fleece rice harvesting operation 
south of Quang Ngai. 

Under protection of units from the Se\'enth Marine Rcgiment and 
the Army of the Republic of Vietnam, an a\'erage daily work force of 
nearly 10,000 Vietnamese harvested 7,620 tons of rice during the 
operation. 

In addition, 727 tons of rice harvested by the VC for their use 
was discov(,red in the hamlet of Van Ha (1) and turned over to 
friendly villagers. 

During the operation 244 VC KIA were confirmed, most from 
artill~ry and Marine air strikes. 

O( the 1,311 enemy troops killed during September. 829 were 
credit.ed to ground (orces, 314 to Marine air Hnd another HiS to marc 
than one weapons system. 

Reenlistment rate at 21.50;0 
WASHINGTON - According to 

a consolidated rcenlistment rC'­
port eon'ring 57 of the largest 
Marine Corps commands. tht, 
Corps got 21.5 pel' cent of its first 
termers to ship o\'el' during July. 
It also achieved an 84.9 pel' ct:'nt 
shipo\'('1' of its career men for 
a total rcenlistment pt'l'centagc of 
43.1. 

Translated into numbers, th<.' 
report shows that 1216 first term-

ers had b<-'l'11 rccommended and 
were eligible to reenlist; 2f)1 ac­
tually did so. 

The number of thost! reenlisting 
for the first time at the 57 com­
mands runs slightly higher than 
overall Corps figures for the 
months of April, May and JUnt'. 
Tn April. 206 first termers rc­
enlistf!d; in May 179 and in Junc 
191. 

--..... ---~ 
60mm mortar shell removed 
from Vietnamese troop's body 

By: MGySgt. G. M. Cameron 
DA N ANG-A live 60mm mortar shell, completely imbedded in a \"ietnamese sol­

dire's body was successfully removed here Oct. 1 at the station hospital by a U.S. Navy 
dodor and a Naval demolition expert during 20 minutes of tense surgery. 

Responsible for removing the projectile that ('ould have easily exploded and killed 
them all are Navy Doctor Capt. HalTY Dinsmore, 45; Navy explosives expert Petty 01-
ficer First Class John ,J. Lyol1R. 36; and the anesthetist Kayy Lieutenant Gerry G. 
Warren. 27. 

Private Fir~t Class NguYl'lI 
Luong. the 22-year-old vktim. is 
1'('pOrled in good condition and 
except for a fractui'C'd collar bon(' 
and some torl1 muscles is cxpcctt'd 
10 1'<'('0\"(,1' rapidly. 

Luong. a member of the 24th 
Artillery received the incl'l'<iibll' 
wound dUling a h('a\'y fight with 
his unit against an estimatcd three 
battalions of ve. 

lIe was peering from the open 
hatch of an APe (Armored Pcr­
sOllnci Carrier) when he noticed a 
VC mortar position launching [t 

round in his direction. 

The shdl came whistling in. W<.lS 

deflected by the hatch dool". 
smashed Luong's helmet, and 
plunged straight down through 
his collar bone and lodged just 
under thc skin forward of the 
rib cage. Hc WC:JS medically 
evacuated with nine other ci:lsual· 
ties a short time later. 

Marine Lieutenant Colon('1 M. T. 
Jannell. 45, and commanding of­
ficer of HMM·263. Marine Aircraft 
Group 16. was the UH-34 pilot who 
brought Luong to the station hos­
pital. 

HIt was just a r('guiar <-'va<-'." 
commented Janncll latcr, "and I 
had no idea what the patients 
condition was." As an after­
thought. hI:! grinncd and said. 
"and we have a I't'gulation against 
calTying live ordnance." 

"J was eating supper whl'll th('y 
noti fil:!d me." said Dr. Dinsmon'. 
"I thought they must bc joking­
Ihat is until I saw the X-ray," 
Asked ..... hat he felt then. he ·n'· 
marked, "I wished I were some­
where else." 

Lyons. the explosiyes C'xJ)('l't, ap­
peared on the Sf.'(>ne 10 minutes 
aft<.'r he was called from a Ill'arb\' 
Naval unit. Quickly, he and Dl:. 
Dinsmore with no visible emotion. 
and eool , steady hands , prepared 
the patient for surgery. 

Working neal' a hastily erected 
barricade of sandbags, the de­
molitions expert firmly held the 
mortar while Dr. Dinsmore eut 
away clothing and bandages; then 
mHking the necessary incisions 
that pcrmitted Lyons to remove 
the round. 

"I must have asked Lyons a 
dozen times, if he had C:J good grip 
on the mortar," said the doctor. 

"I had a firm hold." Lyons said, 
"but was concerned how far the 
pin in the nose (,one had bct'n 

IT'S MY JOB-Said explv­
sires expert Nm'Y Petty Of­
ficer John J. Lyolls {It the 
Da Nallg station hospital ill 
SOllth Vietnam Oct. I, {lfler 
Ite wos oske" Itow it felt. 

.~ OT FA KED-Perltaps aile ill five lIIil/ioll cltullce-The lire 

60mm Chinese· Communist mortar is clearly shown ill tile 

X-my wltere it plunged illfv (he side of 0 )'oullg Sowh Viet­

namese sohl;er and became completely imbedded inside his 

hody just forH'(Jrd of the rib cage, 

pushed in toward tht' exploding I VC mortal'man th.Ought when he 
device." saw his perfect shot-and there 

The moment the mortar was ~as no :xplosion.·' 
fret' from Luong's body, Lyons 
cautiously carried it outside. and 
with a pair of pliers removed the 
deadly firing pin. 

"The pin only needed a slight 
Iludge and the shell would have 
exploded," remarked Lyons. "Pro· 
bably, you could sa~', his body 
saved his life; also, had the 
mortal' continued its downward 
course, and struck Luong's hip 
bone-that would have been it." 

Dr. Dinsmore. who arrived in 
South Vietnam last August from 
the U.S. Naval Hospital at An­
napolis. said he had never per­
formed an operation even remote­
ly like this onc and he really 
didn't give it much thought-until 
later. 

The following morning Luong 
was somewhat weak and in slight 
pain, but he smilcd and was in 
t'xcellent spirits as he greeted 
1 hose responsible (or his survival. 

During an intcrview with news­
men, Luong revealed that he is 
front the town of' Dong Ha where, 
coincidentally U.S, Marines are 
slugging it out with the North 
Vietnamcse Army in a major mili­
tary operation only a few miles 
from the DMZ. 

The young soldier t.old newsmen, 
"I know I am a yery lucky man. 
After two years and many fights 
against the Viet Cong this is the 
first wound I have suffered. You 
know, I am wondering what that 

, . 

GLAD IT'S OVER - Ex­

claill/ed Navy Doc/or Cupt. 

Harry Dinsmore while exalll-, 
illing a 6011l1ll Chinese CO/n-

Ililmist mortar shell. He SllC­

cessiul/y operate.d around the 

live rOlilld u'hich was im­

bedded ill the body of a South 

~ ' ietllGllleSe soldier_ 
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Busy day 
busycrew 

By: Sgt. Walter Warncka 
DA NANG - A giant green 

"bird" from Marine Me diu m 
Helicopter S qua d ron 362 was 
ready, and a tense crew waited 
the word that would launch th('m 
on anoth<"f medical evacuation 
mission. 

The crew: Captain Don B. 
Hirsch; First Lieutenant Ernf'st 
Sach:-;; Corporal William T. Sher· 
man; Private First Class Thomas 
E. Schaney; and Navy Hospital­
man .Jack D. Johnson, were as­
signed to mcdevacs during 3n 
operation 10 miles north or Tam 
Ky. 

The crew chi e r gave the 
"thumbs up" signal to the pilot 

Help.Ong telling him everything was ready 
to go, then he jumped into tho.! 

LCp/ Thomas H. Pope, 1I radio mall with the 7tll MlI- 'copter and loaded his M·60 rna· Sponsor for education 
chine gun as the helo took off to 

rines, holds open a burlap :illck for a Vietnamese collecting rice up three wounded Marines. Doan Thi Ai Lall, who is going to complete high school 
in the U.S., shows a Vielllamese textbook 10 her sponsor, 
Navy Lieutenant Cecil R. Threadgill, Chaplaill Corps. 

(Photo by Sgt. Rich Groscostj 

that the VC had aballdoned when Marine forces assallited the minutes the helicopter 

fortified hamlet of Ly Ha (1) dllrin" Operation Goldell Fleece. down in a rice paddy area 
o and the wounded men were load-

1·he han'esters came from miles around to glean rice from the cd aboard. 
fields that had been under VC control/or several years. were taken to a medical 

(Photo by LCpl. Mike Wordell) 1]:I;,e::~t~:~~~:a:,tt,~,~K~Y Ha for mcdical Persistent pilot wins 
Silver Star Medal 

_-::-___ -::-_____________________ The helicopter crew 
and returned to 

Thank you Marine-
(Continued From Page 1) And then, last week, it was 

-100 enemy bunkers and caves, over. 
tht' Marines opened the hamlet The last of the peasants dis-
to harvesters. appeared a c r 0 s s the brown-

The harvesters came along the ravaged fields and th~ Marines 
paddies or by boat in the shallow returned to Mo Duc to spend one 
river that ran through Van Ha. more night bcfof!;! setting out for 
Thefe were thousands of them Chu Lai. 
and they cleaned out over 700 More than 7,600 tons of rice 
tons of rice the VC had already had been harvested and 24-1 Viet 
harvested and attempted to can· Cong were dead. 
ceal. Pots and pans, sleeping The convoy down-shifted a!; it 
mats, farm tools and water buf- approached Qua n g Ngai and 
(aloes-all were claimed by the crawled slowly through the city 
p('asants. !itreets as once again, as in Mo 

As they swarmed in, the bat- Due, thousands of cheering Viet­
talion sectioned off hundreds into namese thronged the boulevards. 
each company area inside their 
defense perimeter. A crossroads 
divided the hamlet into four areas 
and each company occupied a 
slice of the pie, 

The Marines escorted the peo­
ple into and out of Van Ha, pro­
tt .. 'Cting them every step of the 
way. 

Father-Son 
Meet Again 
By: Sgt. H. G. McGrattan 

DA NANG - Once again the 
famed Marine Corps Air-Ground 
team accomplished its mission. 
But this time, instead o{ death 
and destruction it brought joy and 
jubilation 

A letter received by the com­
manding officer, Marine Aircraft 
Group 11, 1st Marine Aircraft 
Wing, set the wheels in motion. 

It came from Navy Command­
er .James A. Blazek, Naval Air 
Station, Alameda, Calif. 

He . was to pilot a supply plane 
bringing aircraft parts to Da 
Nang. 

The letter asked about the pos­
sibility o( seeing his son, Corporal 
Gerald J. Blazek, who is with 
the lst Battalion, Ninth Marines, 
about 12 miles south of here. 

Within hours after the letter 
was received, arrangcments were 
completed for Cpl. Blazek to come 
to the airfield. The letter inform­
ing Cdr. Blazek that arrange­
ments were completed did not 
reach him prior to his departure. 

The trucks picked up speed on 
the long bridge across the Song 
1'1"a Khuc as open nclds stretched 
ahead. 

Beyond the horizon wa!; "home" 
and showers and hot food. The 
Marines settled down and waited 
for the last dusty miles to pass. 
And they remembered the ban­
ners strung atop trees in' that 
small city several hours behind 
them. 

"Thank you U.S. Marines 
hurry back to Mo Duc." 

Arriving at Tam Ky, th\.'l"c 
wasn't a moment's delay before 
Capt. Hirsch and his crew wen' 
airborne on another mission. This 
time they loaded two Viet Cong 
suspects for questioning at Tam 
Ky. Bdofe the day ended, tht'Y 
made eight more missions. A 
busy day for a busy crew. 

By: CpI. Jim Paynter 
DA NANG-A heroic display of devotion to duty and 

oourage during Operation Colorado has earned the Silver 
Star Medal for a pilot with Marine Medium Helicopter 
Squadron-362, 

Ph R f Captain Gregory W. Lee was presented the award for 
antom ee er his "courage above and beyond the call of duty ... and 

DA NANG, Vietnam-The Phan· actions in keeping with the highest traditions of the United 
tom Reder, destination unknown, States Naval Service" by Major I . 
leaves the Special Services Office General L. B. Robertshaw, 1stfActiVity and t~e casualtieS on the 
of the Naval Activity here every Marine Aircraft Wing command- ground had risen, Lee made a 
day. Its mission-relief of toiling er. desperate attempt. to make his 
Americans. Everywhere in the During Operation Colorado. Lee ;,ay ~~ugh the mt~~sc he~vy 
area the Phantom Reefer comes new as section leader of two automatic weapons ~II e to pick 
upon American servicemen work- UH-34D helicopters on an emer- up the wounded Manne~. 
ing hard at their jobs, it stops, gency medical evacuation mis- As he neared the landmg zone, 
opens wide its doors and gives sion. Their mission was to pick I enem?, gu.nners found the range 
away free soda to aU. up three wounded Marines of the to hiS alrl.Tuft, and Lee ~as 

The Phantom Reefer is an in- 1st Battalion, 5th Marines. ilforced t~ ~l~ off after takmg 
novation. Since many American As Lee and his wingman cir- numeTous hl~S. 
servicemen in the area work eled over the landing zone, they Twice agam he attempte~ to 
where no cold drinks are avail- were advised not to land as the reach the .beleaguered. Mannes, 
able the Phantom Reefer, a re- I ~~~~;ig;:dzone was completely sur- b~t each tIme h.C receIved mor~ 
frigeratcd truck, drives around)' by Viet Cong and the hits from guerrIJ.la. gunners. ~1-
all day stopping whenever it sees guerrillas were pounding it heavi- nally,. after reCClVIJ~g .rounds III 
hot, thirsty servicemen to give Jy with mortars and grenades. th~ ~nmary hydraulic line, trans­
away cold drinks. It drives 35 to When weather closed in and mISSIOn system and rl!tor head, 
40 miles each day and gives away threatened the necessity of re- foul weather forced hIm to re-
165 cases of soda a week. turning to the Landing Support turn to the LSA. 

Soon after landing, he received 
another emergency mission, this 

'i' time to deliver ammunition to the 
Marines in the same position. As 
soon as the weather cleared, he 
loaded ammunition and stretch­
ers aboard and launched toward 
the landing zone. 

Again he braved the extremely 
accurate automatic weapons fire, 
and this time was successful in 
setting down. The ammunition 
was unloaded and a fuU load of 
wounded put aboard, and the cap­
tain took off through a hail of 
bullets. 

Once back to the LSA, h'e com· 
pleted temporary taping of the 
hydraulic lines to restore pres­
sure, and again headed back to­
ward the battle in his crippled 
aircraft. On his final approach to 
the zone, a barrage of Viet Cong 
rounds caused a fire in his air­
craft, and Capt. Lee was forced 
to return once again to the LSA. 

Lieutenant Colonel Harold C. 

Greeting his rathcr as he 
emerged (rom the plane, the Ma­
rine corporal then took him on 
a brief tOllr of the area. I ......... " • 

Hoffman, 1st Battalion, 5th Ma· 
rines commander, praised the 
pilot, and commented that he did 
not see how the helicopter made 
it through the intense rain oC fire. 
He also said that if it had not 
been for the pilot's cool effici­
ency, many of the wounded Ma­
rines might have died. Later young Blazek said fare· USMC, ARVN TEACH ROKMC-While 11 lIlelllbers of the Republic of Korea Marille 

well to his dad from the flight 0 H fiR bl' f V I V' line with the traditional "thumbs Corps listen, ~)gl. Li Dine ane, Army 0 tIe epu IC a ietnam, exp ains in letnamese 
up" as the commander taxied orr the ARVN rank structure. Watching at right is Maj. Kenneth W. Sclziweck, Director of the 
for his return flight. Vietnamese Langllage School at Da Nallg. This is the first class of allied forces to leam Viet-

4 SEA TIGER llmnese at {In Americllll-direclcl/ school in this cOllntry. (Photo by Sgt. Joe Abreu) 

Capt. Lee has previously been 
awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, the Purple Heart Medal, 
15 Air Medals and the Vietnam­
ese Cross or Gallantry with Sil­
ver Star. 



Colorful ceremonies 
for Gen. Nickerson 

By: MSgt George E. Wilson 
CHU LAI-Major General H. 

Nickerson Jr. assumed com· 
mand of the 1st Marine Division 
Oct. 1. 

The 0 u t g 0 i n g commander, 
Major General Lewis J. Fields 
has been reassigned as command­
ing general of the 5th Marine 
Division with headquarters at 
Camp Pendleton, Calif. He will 
assume his new command, Nov. 
1. 

General William C. Westmore· 
land, commanding general of the 
Military Assistance Command, 
Vietnam, headed a group of dis· 
tinguished visitors who witnessed 
the traditional passing of the 
colors signifying the change of 
command at Chu Lai. 

Other guests included Lieuten­
ant General Lewis W. Walt. com­
manding general of the III Marine 
Amphibious Force; Major Gen­
eral Louis W. Robertshaw, com­
manding g e n era I of the 1st 
Marine Aircraft Wing; Major 
General Hoang Xuan Lam, com­
manding general of the I Corps 
region, Army of the Republic of 
Vietnam; Brigadier G e n e l' a 1 
William K. Jones, director, Com­
bat Operations Center, Military 
Assistance Command, Vietnam; 
and Brigadier G e n e l' a I Bong 
Chool Lee, commanding general 
of the 2nd Republic of Korea 
Marine Brigade. 

Gen. Nickerson is the 31st com­
mander of the 1st Marine Division 

All airmail 
WASHINGTON-Here is are· 

mind'cr to pass on to your Mother, 
Father, sisters. brothers, relatives, 
and wife, or anyone else writing to 
you here in Vietnam: A plain 
enveJope with a five-cent stamp 
will be dispatched to Vietnam 
with the speed of airmail. 

"It is unnecessary," officials 
say; "to write the words 'Air 
Mail' on the envelope." When 
marked this way the post office 
must collect regular air mail 
rates. 

All first-class mail addressed 
to an FPO address in Vietnam 
now goes air-mail. Be sure your 
fans include your proper FPO 
address and zip code. 

and the only general to command 
it twice. It was undcr his com­
mand from June 1962 to April 
1963. 

Since then he has commanded 
two of the Corps' major support­
ing activities, the Marine Corps 
Supply Depot at Barstow, Calif., 
and most recently the Marine 
Corps Base at Camp Lejcune, 
N. C. 

Thrce of Gen. Nickerson's deco­
rations Were earned while serving 
with the 1st Marine Division. In 
Korea he was awarded the Army 
Distinguished Service Cross for 
extraordinary heroism while serv­
ing as the commanding officer of 
the division's Seventh M a l'i n e 
Regiment. 

Earlier in the Korean Conflict 
he earned the Silver Star Medal 
for conspicuous' gallantry while 
serving with the 1st Marine Regi­
ment. 

1/9 medcap 
By: SSgt. WlIl Hough 

DA NANG-1st Battalion, and 
Ninth Marine Regiment Civil Af­
fairs NCO's, Sergeant Mike Bian­
chino and Staff Sergeant Ed 
Hartman tripled the battalion 
Medcap (Medical Civil Action 
Program) program. 

Bianchino went to see Navy 
Lieutenant R. A. Gioffre, battal­
ion surgeon, and found that only 
a few Vietnamese civilians were 
taking advantage of the program. 

After erecting a permanent 
tent for the program, Doctor 
Gioffre and Bianchino set up 
Medcap assistance for 11 a.m. 
each day. 

The next problem that faced 
Bianchino was how to inform the 
local civilians in the Ninth Ma­
rine area of the place and time 
for medical aid. 

"This is when Staff Sergeant 
Hartman and Private First Class 
John Burrell, both members of 
the Ninth Marine Civil Affairs 
Team, . helped out," said Bian· 
chino. Hartman and Burrell made 
several Public Address broad­
casts to encourage the civilians 
to participate in First Battalion 
Medcap program. 

As a result, where 100 used the 
facility before, now the program 
is administering to the needs of 
more than 300 Vietnamese each 
week. 

Probing • • exammatlon 
Commander Charles R. Ashworth, MC, USN, chief of 

professional services, checks the IIpper arm of Cpl. Larry E. 
Honneycult for internal injuries. The corporal was wounded 
dllring a recent operation. (Photo by LCpl. C. D. Mineemoyer) 

' .. , __ , .... ........ --......... ~ 
Top Marine surfers 

The top three Marine surfers of the J st annual Chu Lai USO-sponsored surfing contest 
check with the judges following the meet held Sept. 25. Winner of the event was PFC Robert 
D. Binkley (third from right), runner up was Cpl. Tim A. Crowder (se,cond from right), while 
third place went to LCpl. Steven C. Richardson. Judging the contest was Capt. Rodney Botelho 
(left) alld Miss Elli Vade Bon Cowur, associate director of the USO. 

Force Logistic Support unit 
provides a variety of supplies 

By: Sgt. Dave Sturgeon 
DONG HA-"Beans, Bullets and Band-Aids." 
This oversimplified phrase is used often by Marine units in the field. It gives, how­

ever, only the basics of the logistic support provided to keep these same units going on 
Operation Prairie. 

Major B. D. Thornbury wishes it were that simple. The commander of the Force 
Logistics Support unit which services all Marine units in Quang Tri Province names 
some of the services provided. 

"We keep the infantry walking, I---;---; . .,----------:-:-::----;;----;--;c,--~ 
the planes flying and the vehicles support umt: logistics sees they are delivered. 
moving," he said. "We keep food . Key coordmates the three s~c- All in all, it's long tedious 
in the stomachs, clothes on the hans and orders all resupphes hours. Support unit troops don't 
bodies and ammunition in the from Da Nang. have the most glamorous job. 
weapons," he continued. "We don't store anything here But, as one oC the men puts it, 

To do this, three platoons are at Dong Ha, so we send daily re- "It certainly is one of the mOre 
assigned to handle various quests to the headquarters at Da important ones." 
branches. Nang. The supplies are normally ___ ~======= __ _ 

Gunnery Sergeant Lester F. here the next day," he said. 
Hunter oV~l'see~ the. distribution Medical sup p lie s are also 
of food, With hiS. rabon platoon. ordered through the Logistics 
The Korean confhct veteran says Support unit. The orders arc 
food for the front line troops is placed by the medical unit and 
the best it has ever been. 

"We never had steaks, bread 
or fresh juices in the front lines 
before. In this war, we try to 
provide these and other items 
as much as possible," he says. 

"The old standard C-rations are 
still the basic issue of food, but 
we supplement that ration when­
ever possible," he said. 

The man who keeps the fuel 
in the engines is Master Sergeant 
William V. Stewart. With his bulk 
fuel platoon dispensing more than 
3,000 gallons of fuel of all type, 
each day, Stewart and his men 
sometimes wish someone would 
add an hour or two to the 24-
hour work day. 

Though round-tile-clock work is 
required more often than not, the 
p I a too n retains its sense of 
humor. The platoon motto is a 
take-off on a familiar TV com· 
mercia\. "Let Bulk Fuel Put You 
In The Drivers Seat." 

No man goes into combat with­
out a full issue of ammunition. 
Gunnery Sergeant J. E. Bivens 
sees to that. lie heads the ammo 
platoon which provides ground 
units with a m m u nit ion from 
small arms to the 8" artillery 
shells. 

The ammo platoon has its own 
motto. "Nine Out of Ten Grunts 
Prefer Our Ammo." 

Tlui man that ties these units 
tog e the r is Master Sergeant 
Mit c hell T. Key, noncommis­
sioned officer in charge of the 

Gun expert 
By: LCpl. Bob Pitner 

DA NANG -Staff Sergeant 
Bobby J. Morton knows a lot 
about guns. 

His job as group armorer for 
Marine Aireraft Group-16 consists 
of keeping. several thousand fire­
arms of eight different varieties 
in good working order. 

Every weapon used by MAG-
16's six squadrons, other than the 
machine guns fixed permanently 
to the arm e d helicopters of 
Mar i n e Obscrvation Squadron 
(VMO)-2, comes under his juris­
diction. It is his responsibility to 
effect any major repairs or to 
determine when a machine gun or 
rifle is worn out and in need of 
rcplacement. 

Morton has .been an armorer 
fo'r four years. He studied small 
arms repair at Quantico, Virginia 
and Camp Lejeune, N.C. 

During his 11 months in Viet­
nam, he has had a chance to 
com p a I' e the Marine Corps' 
arsenal of small arms with that 
of the Viet Cong. 

"Overall, our w cap 0 n s are 
much bet t e r than the Viet 
Cong's," he said. "They don't take 
care of theirs. However, if it 
shoots when you pull the trigger, 
that's what counts," Morton said. 

Navy League 
donates kites 

By: Sgt. F. K. Burke 
DA NANG - "May the wind 

carry our friendship to all the 
peoples of the world." Thus reads 
printing on kites donated by the 
Navy League of the United States 
to children of the Pope John 
XXIII School here. 

More than 200 children, de· 
pendents of men serving in the 
5th Infantry Regiment, Army of 
the Republic of Vietnam. re­
ceived the kites, candy and books 
relating the history of the United 
States (printed in Vietnamese), 
from two members of the 1st Ma­
rine Aircraft Wing. 

First Lieutenant William F. 
Mills and Sergeant David F. Mar­
kow, both from the area auditor 
office, helped the youngsters cele­
brate "Trung Thu" (Children'S 
Festival). 

The festival, an annual high­
light for Vietnamese children who 
march and perform. to the "Dance 
of the Unicorn" carrying lighted 
lanterns, dates from the T'an 
Dynl)sty of eighth century China. 

The school, taught by sisters of 
St. Paul, is within a compound 
where wives and children of AR­
VN soldiers live, work and study. 
Because of crowded conditions, 
classes are divided into morning 
and afternoon sessions. Construc­
tion of a new classroom has been 
started. 
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Helicopter' war in Vietnam 
much the same as Korea 

By: CpJ. Jim Paynter 
DA NANG-"The helicopter war in Vietnam is much the same as it was in Korea 

. only here it's on a larger scale." 
These are the words of Colonel Victor A. Al'mstl'Ong, commanding officer of Ma­

rine Aircraft Group--36. 
The colonel has been flying Marine helicopters since 1949. He flew one of the first 

Ma~ine helicopters ever used in combat during the Korean War. 
Armstrong has been associated with Marine Corps Aviation since joining the Marine 

Corps in 1942. Throughout his , ---" --, - .- --- " .. . -. 
career, both as a fighter pilot I calls. and SIX pIlots to f~y theI~l. I DlstmgUlsh,t'd . Fly I n g C r 0 s s 
during World War II, and as a There w«:re also twelve fixed ~mg Medal,s while m KOI:ea. . 
helicopter pilot, he has earned observatIOn I?lanes and 12 pilots I DUl'l~g the Chasm Res('I'VOlY 
two Silver Star Medals and six to fly them In the squadron. campaign, the colonel flew medl­
Distinguished Flying Crosses. ~herc were no guns on the I c~l evacuation and suppl.y mis-

The colonel is no stranger to the helIcopters then, an~ very ,scI. SI0115 to the Se~cnth Mannes as 
Far East. The son of missionary dom was a crew chIef earned. they battled their way out of the 
parents, he attended schools in "There just wasn't room for · Communist Chinese trap. 
Japan and Shanghai prior to en- them. We could only get one [ After Kon'a, he spent three 
rolling at Walla Walla College at wounded man on the plane at a years as the helicopter pilot Cor 
College Place, Wash., in 1936. time as it was," he recalled. former Presidents Eisenhowel; 

When the Korean War began,. Armstrong was awarded his and Kennedy. 
he was stationed at Headquarters I first Silver Star Medal when he How do helicopter operations 
and M a i n ten a n c e Squadron-l flew his helicopter 90 miles be- in Vietnam compare with those 
at Marine Corps Schools, Quan- hind the enemy lines to pick up of the Korean War? 
tieo., as the squadron intelligence a downed Navy pilot. His second "A lot of lessons we learned in 
officer and a pilot. Shortly after Silver Star was awarded for pick- Korea still apply .. The heli­
this he joined Marine Observa· ing up a downed helicopter crew copter war hasn't changed much 
tion Squadron-6 at Qua n tic 0,1 behind the enemy lines at night. ... we're just bettcr at it now," 
and left for Korea the day after He also earned two of his six Armstrong said. 
joining the squadron. 

"We had six Sikorsky H03S heli· M E 8 E 9 I d 
copters in the squadron, " he re· 'o,re -, - s p anne ' 

WASHINGTON-The Marine Corps' E-8/E-9 selec­
tion board now in session will be picking more sergeants 
major than originally planned. 

The board, headed by Col. Harry F. Painter, has 
been given a revised quota that calls for the selection of 
214 sergeants major and 182 master gunnery sergeants. 
This compares with a previously announced preliminary 
quota of 183 and 185 for the two 
E-9 ranks. E8 picks. 

In addition to senior member 
The Corps has not yet an- Painter, the just-announced board 

nounced firm quotas for the E-8 membership includes: Lt. Cols. 
ranks, but thc preliminary figures W. L. Redmond, .1. D. Johnson 
were 321 for first sergeant and Jr., G. H. Smith, R. W. Calvert, 
745 for master sergeant. J. M. Detrio, P. L. Davis, R. 

The board, which held its R. Saez and D. G. Mchargue; 
inaugural session September 19, Majs. P. A. Maas, F. R. Smoke, 
is scheduled to run for about P. R. Hunter, J. V. Price, W. L. 
eight weeks, finishing about mid- Threlfall, E. B. Grigsby, R. R. 
November. It is expected to fol· Darron, R. R. Blakslec and D. 
low the procedure of similar Joyce. 
boards in recent years in that the The recorder is Maj. J. A. 
selections to E-9 ranks will be O'Brien. He is assisted by Capts. 
made and announced before the, C. H. Bagwell and T. F. Walby. 

Operation Golden Fleece 
Two Marines from the 7th Regiment, 1st Marine Division, stand guard over Vietnamese 

warnell as they thresh the rice grain just harvested in the lush "rice belt" 10 miles south of 
Quang Ngai during Operation Golden Fleece, Sept. 16-27. The Vietnamese harvested a total 
of over 7,000 tons of rice the Viet Cong had grown and cultivated for their own use. More 
thall 200 VC were killed by protecting units of Marines and ARVN. 

(Photo by Sgt. Lawrellce E. Lenin) 
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the • 
In Best .Far East • • 

PFC Daryl R. Anderson uses both hands and a determined 
look 10 devollr a "Stateside" hot dog complete with mustard, 
at Chu Lai's USO. The "dogs" were a first at the newly 
opened USO. Anderson is a member of the Seventh Com­
ml/nications Battalion. (Photo by Cpl Garry Gaspard) 

MAC Marine says: 

Stripes fatten bonus 
for first term re-ups 

Do you know that for reenlisting three or more years 
in the Marine Corps, you can be promoted to the next 
pay grade? 

The promotion of one grade to sergeant, corporal or 
lance corporal for all first term eenlistments of three years 
or more has been authorized by the Commandant of the 
Marine Corps. 

TempoTary promotion to ser- -- - - --------,--­
geant, corporal or lance corporal bulletin and have not yet been 
effected under this authorization promoted, Date of rank will be the 
will be made on the last day of the first day of the current enlist­
current contract and will become ment. 
a permanent promotion upon reeD· Along with the promotion au-
listment. thorization, Marines are also 

Promotions may be effected for eligible for the normal reenlist­
personnel considered qualified for ment bonus (for those serving 
reenlistment who have six months here. it is tax·free). Certain criti­
in the grade of corporal and four cal MOSs now give you two to 
months in the grade o£ lance cor- three times the regular bonus for 
poral or private first class. reenlisting. 

Immediate promotion to the For more information contact 
next higher rank is authorized to your career advisor or your com· 
Marines who have previously pany office. 
reenlisted under provisions of this -MAC Marine 

MAC MARINE S.l\YS- The possibility for promotions have 
never been better. This year, about 10,000 of us will make 
staff sergeant. I did, and it hurts 80 good. 



CO gets big bang 
out of new school 

By: Cpl. Nick Harder 
DA NANG-"The first person 

to go through my school was our 
battalion commander - he was 
"blown away." 

For Marine Corporal Edwin P. 
Ball, the distinction of "doing in" 
his .commanding officer was a 
valuable lesson for future stu­
dents. 

The 21-year-old, 3rd Division 
Marine was operating a mine and 
booby-trap school for his battalion 
of the First Marine Regiment, 
ncar Marble Mountain. five miles 
southeast of Da Nang. 

A machine gun squad leader 
and company demolitions man 
since January, when he arrived 
in Vietnam, Ball figured he'd seen 
most of the usual types of mines 
and booby traps set by the Viet 
Congo 

In Augu~t, when a rush of new 
replacements began filling the 
ranks of the battalion, Ball asked 

pany command post, and marked 
the trail with communications 
wire and streamers. Mines and 
booby traps were hidden along the 
trail. 

Before going down the trail, 
students were given a short 
schooling on general types of VC 
traps and mines. If a Marine 
was "blown apart" by a trap or 
mine he had set off, he would 
have to start all Over again. 

"I hope that seeing the actual I 
type of mines and booby traps 
the VC USe will save a lot of 
lives," said Ball. 

The battalion commander ag­
reed. He gave his new "school 
teacher" a meritorious mast. 

12th Marines 
units switch 

If he could start an informal DA NANG-An artillery bat­
school and "obstacle course" tery-already a veteran of three 
filled with replicas, and s 0 m e Vietnam operations since depart­
actual de-armed mines and booby ing the United States two months 
traps of the VC_ ago-has joined the 2nd Battalion, 

With permission and encourage- Twelfth Marine Regiment to pro­
ment from his battalion com- vide artillery support for units 
mander, Ball set out to collect south of Da Nang. 
and rebuild all he could find. For "A" Battery, Thirteenth Ma­
"armament," he used electric rine Regiment, came under op­
blasting caps, grenade fuses, or erational control of the 3rd Ma­
crimped cartridges. For trips rine Division when it replaced 
wires he used the same type of "D" Battery, 12th Marine Regi­
nylon fishing line the VC use- ment of the Third Marine Divi­
bought from a local village. sion, when that unit departed for 

Ball then carved out a trial Okinawa for three months of re-
350 meters long near his corn- I training and reforming. 

--'----

Vietnamese youngster 
rated No. 1 by MAG-16 

By: CpJ. Bob PlIner 
DA NANG-Thanks to Marine 

Sergeant Robert Gomer who 
heads the Marine Aircraft Group 
16 electric shop, a 16-year·old 
Vietnamese boy is doing a man's 
work and learning a skilled trade 
at the same time. 

Nguyen Van Thuong, called Tu 
by his Marine buddies, was hired 
by MAG 16's Industrial Relations 
Office last April as an electri­
cian's helper. 

During his firs.t couple of 
months, Tu performed odd jobs 
around the shop. 

He was a hard worker despite 
his small size (five feet, 100 
pounds). In June, caught by a 
temporary personnel shortage, 
Gomer decided to give the boy 
a chance. 

He began by explaining the use 
of the various tools and assign­
ing the boy to increasingly dif­
ficult jobs. The language barrier 
was overcome by the use of hand 

signals and Tu's alertness and 
willingness to learn. 

As he began to pick up the 
tricks of the electrician's trade, 
Tu accompanied the Marines on 
increasingly difficult jobs all over 
the base. Now, when a tent or 
building needs electrical wiring, 
Tu is often sent to do the job 
alone. 

By his hard work and cheerful 
manner, he has become so popu· 
lar with the Marines that they 
have placed a sign on the electric 
shop door which reads: "Nguyen 
Van Thuong, Number One Elec· 
trician." 

"The biggest problem with Tu," 
Gomer says, "is his small feet. 
We haven't been able to find 
boots small enough to fit him so 
that we can teach him how to 
climb." 

Asked if there were any other 
problems, the quick reply was, 
·'No." 

VIETNAMESE HELPER-Sgt. Robert Gomer shows Nguyen 
Van Thuong a sign erected in his honor by the men of MAG-
16's electric shop. The 16-year-old boy is learning the elec­
trician's trade and in the words of Gomer, "does number one 
work." (Photo by Cpl. Gregg Gillespie) 

/ 

COMBINED ACTlON-A U.S. Marille provides covering fire while a Pop.ular Force troope, 
leaps over cactus rows during a fire and maneuver exercise. 

(Photo by Cpl. Garry R. Gaspard) 

To a man, they're volunteers 
. By: MSgt. G. E. Wilson 

CHU LAI-The Fourth Platoon of UK" Company, Huang Quang (3) hamlet is typical 
of the fast-growing combined action teams made up of U.S. Marines and Popular Force 
Troops. 

It's composed of 65 Vietnamese part-time soldiers and a squad of Marines from the 
Fifth Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division. All are dedicated to the task of freeing the 
area from Viet Cong control and harassment, 

Typical also is the dedication of the Marine members of the platoon who believe 
emphatically in the combined ac-
tion concept To a man they are platoon swept through a hereto- vantage - the experience and all voluntee~s ' fore "safe" area and captured training of the Marines and the 

Sergeant oie Jessen-KlixbuU, 25 VC suspects and killed two PF's knowledge of the area. 
the platoon sergeant, says the others. . 
CAe unit is more effective than Last week they spotted fIve VC Sh flO h 
an all-Marine platoon in this in a rice paddy, killed three and ortest 19 t 
type of operation. pursued the othe~ two at a dead 

"When a Marine patrol goes ru.~ for three mtles.. d 
through a hamlet," he said, "they Even tho~,gh 'Ye lost them .~n o,n recor 
don't know friend from foe. The the paddles, Khxbull saId, It DONG HA _ First Lieutenant 
PF's, however, have grown up in shows ~h~, aggressive nature of Myron J. Johnson might possibly 
the area. They know who is and the. PF s .. 
who isn't a VC." FIrst Lle1:ltena:nt G e 0 r g e S. lay claim to one of the shortest 

The sergeant credits much of Burgett, offIcer I~ charge of the flights on record, since the Wright 
the leadership which has inspired pI.at.oon, .doubles 1o. brass, com .. brothers' historic flights in the 

b h CAC h early part of the century. 
the platoon to make life miser- 1010g l~ . asslgnme~t Wit He took off from Dong Ha Air 
able for marauding VC to Viet- other dutIes 10 the battalIon. Base in his 01C spotter plane, 
namese Army Staff Sergeant Ngo Like Klixbull, the lieutenant is climbed to 100 feet; then landed-
Tan Thanh, NCO of the PF's. enthusiastic about the CAC units all within 1,500 feet. 

During a recent operation the and t~e performance of the PF's. The eX-J·et pilot hadn't planned 

He iust used 
his head 

By: Lance Cpl. Guy E. Cornwell 
CHU LAI-Marines of one com­

pany of the Seventh Marine Regi­
ment, 1st Marine Division have 
nothing but praise for their naval 
gunfire spotter from the Eleventh 
Marine Artillery Regiment. 

The Emporia, Va., private first 
class Single-handedly killed five 
Viet Cong during 0 p er a ti 0 n 
Golden Fleece which concluded 
this week-a Marine rice harvest 
protection operation that also 
netted over 200 VC kills. 

Private First Class G. A. De­
Forrest was searching one of over 
300 caves found in the area, while 
clearing the hamlet of Ly Ha (1), 
10 miles south of Quang Ngai. 

As he entered the opening he 
saw five VC inside_ One threw a 
grenade. 

DeForrest opened fire as the 
grenade bounced off his helmet 
back into the hole. 

"I took cover and waited for 
the explosion," the gunfire spotter 
said, "then I went back into the 
cave. I found two VC's with bullet 
holes in them and three other 
half buried by the blast of their 
own grenade. 

"It was real simple," DeFor­
rest said, "I just used my head." 

"BeIng local boys, the PF's 
know the area and free Marines the flight that way though. It 
for operations elsewhere, to he was caused by a power failure. 
said. "In turn, we provide them "I was all right when my super­
with artillery and other fire sup- charger belt came apart causing 
port, examples of patriotism and loss of power," said Johnson. 
leadership, and give them con- "My first thought was did I have 
fidence with sound military train. enough runway left to land?" 
ing," he added. "I hit hard and made one big 

"They see we're not scared and bounce before getting the plane 
that we don't act superior," Klix- under control." 
bull said. "We treat each other Johnson has been flying spot-
as equals." ters for the past month. He ex-

On patrols the Marines and \ tended his Vietnam tour for six 
P.F:s are interming~ed into squads months for the job, after flying 
gIVIng the CAC umt a double ad- A4 Skyhawk jets the 12 months. 

Cited for 17 heroic acts 
By: Cpl. Jim DesRoches 

PHU BAI - A Perkasy, Pa., 
Navy Hospital Corpsman First 
Class, Michael J. Lewandowski, 
was presented the nation's third 
highest combat award for his 
heroic act ion s while with a 
Marine combat unit on a sweep 
and clear operatign last March. 

Lewandowski's S i I v e r Star 
Medal was awarded for outstand~ 
ing bravery while he was serving 
with "F" Company, Ninth Regi­
ment, 3rd Marine Division. 

His company was crossing an 
open field when they were heavily 
engaged by a Viet Cong battalion 
firing from three sides. The bat­
tle began with enemy mortars 
exploding around the Marines; a 

hail of machine gun fire followed. 
Lewan dow ski braved the 

stream of deadly fire to rescue 
wounded Marines unable to reach 
cover, then remained exposed to 
the fire while treating the wound­
ed. 

During the 12-hour battle, Le­
wandowski was cited for 17 acts 
of personal heroism. 

Evacuation of the wounded was 
impossible -b e c a use of heavy 
ground fire and Lewandowski 
treated the injured Mar i n e s 
throughout the n i g h t despite 
enemy weapons constant probe of 
the company's position. 
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The many roles of V MO-2 
By: LCpl. Bob Pitner 

DA NANG-A Marine patrol makes its way wearily, yet cautiously, across an oper, 
rice paddy southwest of Da Nang when, wi thout warning, a machine gun opens up from 
a nearby tree line. Trapped in the open, the Marines need extra fire power-and fast. 

Help arrives shortly in the form of two UH·1E "Huey" armed helicopters. Deliver­
ing a double dose of rocket and machine gun fire, the Hueys descend on the Viet Cong 
ambushers. As they leave, the Marines move in to mop up the remnants of the enemy 
force. 

A few miles away. a Marine 
, trips u cleverly concealed booby 
trap. There is a time lapse of 
mere minutes between the cry of 
"Corpsman," and the arrival of a 
medical evacuation chopper which 
speeds the wounded man to the 
medical facilities of a naval hospi­
tal. 

Meanwhile, in the jungle cover­
ed mountains not far from the 
North Vietnamese border, four 
Hueys settle, one at a time, in a 
small clearing to discharge a Ma­
rine reconnaissance team. As the 
reean team slips into the forest, 
two Huey gunships circle nearby 
-just in case. 

These arc but a few of the tasks 
Marine Observation S qua d ron 
(VMO)·2 may be called upon to 
perform at any given time of day 
or night. There is rarely a time 
when a Huey is not airborne in 
support of Marines or of South 
Vietnamese ground forces operat· 
ing against the Viet Congo 

VMO·2 has had detachments in 
Vietnam since 1960. During its 
early years in the country, the 
squadron used the H·34S helicop· 
tel' and fixed wing observation air­
craCt. Then, with the arrival of 
Marine combat troops in 1965, 
VMO·2 switched to the Huey, be· 
coming one of the first Marine 
squadrons in country to use this 
light, highly maneuverable heli­
copter. 

The designation, "Marine Ob· 
servation Squadron," Is somewhat 
misleading, for while observation 
is an Important phase of the 
squadron's mission, it is only one 
o[ its many Jobs. 

Armed with two rocket pods and 
six M·60 machine guns, the Huey 
becomes a highly effective offen­
sive weapon. Armed fIueys often 
act as escorts for other helicopters 
and truck convoys as well as fly­
ing attack missions of their own. 

One mission of VMO-2 pilots is 
"Skunk Hunting." This is the 
name they give to search and 
destroy missions in which the gun­
ships have no predetermined tar­
gets. Instead, they fly over Viet 
Cong occupied territory. attack-
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ing whatever enemy troops they 
arc ablc to find. 

Not all of VMO·2's planes arc 
gunships. Others, called "slicks," 
carry no armament other than one 
internally mounted machine gun. 

The "slicks" are used pre­
dominantly for medical evacua­
tions, troop lifts, and other jobs 
where weight is a critical factor. 
"Slicks" are usually accompa­
nied by a gunship. 

VMO·2 has pa r Hei p a Ie d 
in nearly every major Marine 
operation as well as countless 
small scale actions involving 
United States or South Vietnam­
ese forces. The squadron has 
flown as many as 627 missions 
and 1,800 flight hOllrs in one 
month. 

The normal crew of a Huey 
consists of a pilot, co-pilot. crew 
chief, and a gunnel'. During aeri­
al observation flights, the co­
pilot is often replaced by a quali­
fied aerial observer, especially 
trained to direct artillery fire 
and fixed wing air strikes. 

The crew chief is a mechanic. 
Since each aircraft has a me-

chanica I personality of its own, 
crew chiefs are assigned to a par­
ticular plane. While in flight, the 
crew chief ass ists the pilot and 
mans one of the machine guns. -Operating the other internal 
machine gun is the gunnel'. Gun­
ners arc all volunteers and are ~ 
selected from all of the squad­
ron's ground sections. INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS-Vietnamese alld Marine 

carpenters work side by side at MAG-I6. Thei Tal! Em is 
aile of 164 Vietnamese workers employed at the Marble 
MOllntain Air Facility and supervised by the Industrial Re­
latiolls Office. The Marine is Cpl. David Roloff. 

It takes more than pilots and 
crewmen to keep.a squadron air­
borne. ElectriCians, supply men, 
metal smiths and many others 
combine their efforts to insurc 
that whenever the Hueys a"c 
needed, they will be l"eady. 

Due to the diverse capabilities 
of their aircraft, Huey pilots may 
fly on several types of missions 
in one day, 

First Lieutenant Tim Ashbaugh 
has been with VMO-2 fol' more 
than a year. During this time he 
has flown 631 hours and earned 
31 Ail" Medals. 

He believes, "The VMO pilot 
in Vietnam for 13 months flies 
more missions than a pilot in any 
other type of aircraft." 

(Photo By: Cpl. Gregg Gillespie) 

MAG-16/s IRO aids 
Vietnam/s economy 

Their pay scale is the same as 
Vietnamese workers throughout 
the country, 

Newest battalion wins 
its battle spurs in hurry 

DA NANG - Marine Aircraft 
Group 16'5 Industrial Relations 
Office has a two-fold purpose. To 
provide jobs for Vietnamese civil­
ians who live in the vicinity of 
the Marble Mountain Air Facility, 
Cour miles south of Da Nang, and 
to release Marines for fighting 
from jobs that can be done by 
civilians. 

One hundred and sixty-four Viet· 
namese work on the base. Of 
these, 68 are paid by the United 
States government as carpenters, 
electricians, laborers and sales 
clerks. 

Two Marines i,n 
one-man foxhole 

By: Cpl. J. P. Philip Jr. 
DONG fIA-Two men in a one­

man fox hole? 
By: Cpl. Vince Hagel 

DONG HA-The newest Marine 
Battalion in Vietnam won its bat­
tle spurs in a hurry. 

The First Battalion, 26th Regi· 
ment. 5th Marine Division, land­
ed twice in the Republic of Viet-
nam. 

On Sept. 5 the unit landed near 
the demilitarized zone in small 
landing craft and helicopters to 
kick off Operation Deckhouse IV. 

The first night brought a com­
pany size North Vietnamese at· 
tack on one company. a mortar 
attack on another and a hail of 
small arms fire. 

North Vietnamese Army casual­
ties rose while Marine casualties 
remained light. 

After four days the battalion 
came under the operational con· 
trol of the 3rd Marine Division's 
Fourth Regiment on Operation 
Prairie. 

Then threc companies attacked 
a heavily fortified village scarce­
ly 500 yards from the demilita­
rized zone. On the third day t.he 
village fell. 

Many a "boot" Marine dis­
tinguished himself in battle. 

Under the leadership of Lieu-

tenant Colonel A. A. Monti. the 
battalion had swept the demilita­
rized zone leaving 252 enemy 
bodies behind. 

More than a score of automatic 
w e a p 0 n s, machine guns and 
rifles, along with hundreds of 
pounds of medical supplies were 
captUl'ed. 

After nine days of heavy fight­
ing, the unit returned to its shi~ 
their newness rubbed off. 

The battalion is now defending 
a sector of the Da Nang perim­
eter. 

HMM-265 CO 
DA NANG-In an i n form a I 

ceremony at the Marble Moun­
tain Air Facility. Lieutenant Colo­
nel Herbert E. Mendenhall turned 
over command of HMM·265 to his 
executive officer, Major Frank B. 
Ellis. 

Col. Mendenhall, who com­
manded HMM·265 since Oct. 1965. 
when it was based at New River 
N. C., has orders to report to 
MAG-16 headquarters, where he 
will serve as operations officer. 

Others, such as barbers, maids. 
and laundry workers, arc paid 
out of private funds or by indi­
vidual Marines. 

First Lieutenant Joseph Dalton 
Jr., Industrial Relations Officer, 
is responsible for supervising all 
indigenous personnel who work 
on the base. 

He is assisted by three English 
speaking Vietnamese. -

Vietnamese who desire to work 
on the base are carefully 
screened. 

USAFI Course 
USAFI has announced a r;,,:­

vised course in Gregg Shorthand, 
and a course in psychology of 
personality and adjustment. The 
courses are: D333 Gregg Short­
hand I; and E 488, The Psyeholo· 
gy of Personality and Adjust­
ment. 

Stretching manpower 

A pair of Marines from the 2nd 
Battalion, S eve nth Marines, 
proved it could be done during 
a mQ.rt~r bar[l!lIoUas\ we~.AIu:..... 
jng Operation Pra1rie. 

"I felt like a s a r din c for 
awhile," said Lance Corporal 
Victor J. Tynes. 

The battalion, operating six 
miles south of the Demilitarized 
Zone, was hit by more than fifty 
82mm mortar rounds. 

"When the first mortar barrage 
hit, I dove for the nearest hole," 
said Lancc Corporal John C. 
B r c e den. "It was a tight 
squeeze, but Tynes and I both 
made it," he said. 

Tynes and Breeden are radio 
operators for the 81mm forward 
observer in their 3rd Division 
unit. 

Alter the Iirst attack let lip, 
the men started to dig their holes 
deeper. 

"All I could hear was entrench­
ing tools hitting the dirt the rest 
of the day-between attacks," 
said Breeden. 

If Marine Aircraft GrollP 11 becomes short of men they will illst S-T-R-E-T-C-H them a little bit fllrther. What appears 
to be the tallest plane captaill ill the world is really two M"rilles of VMA-2I4. The head ami sholliders belong to PFC James 
A. Montee "nd LCpl. Robill L. Powell claims the legs. (Photo by PFC RlIss Cowen) 

L-__ ~ ____________________ ~----~------------~~~~~~' U-----------------------



Pennsylvania 
Korean bonus 
ends Dec. 31 

HARRISBURG, Pa.-Deccmbcr 
:n is the last day veterans or their 
survivors may file claims for the 
Pennsylvania K 0 rca n service 
bonus. 

or the 402,000 thought to be 
eligible for the benefit, 52,000 have 
failed to claim it. 

The bonus is $10 for each month 
of service b(~tween June 25, 1950, 
and Jan. 27, 1954. Holdcrs of the 
Korean Service Medal may collect 
an additional $5 for each month of 
foreign service during the same 
period. 

An applicant must have served 
at least 60 days bctween .Tunc 25, 
1950 and July 27, 1953, and have 
been a Pennsylvania resident at 
time of entry into military serv­
ice. 

"Career servicemen" - those 
who bad four years or more con­
tinuous service immediately be­
fore June 25, 1950-who have not 
been awarded the Korean Service 
Medal must additionally prove 
legal residence status in Penn­
sylvania during the Korean war 
and as of Jan. 1, 1961. 

There is a $500 maximum on the 
total amount such no-medal "ca­
reer servicemrn" collect from the 
state's World War II and Korea 
bonuses. 

I RVN's only depend'ents dispensary 
By: MSgt. George Wilson 

DA NANG-The only military dependent dispensary in Vietnam 
is operated by Navy lJospitaiman 1st Class Melvin S. Fisher of the 
2nd Bn., Fifth Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division. 

Corpsman Fisher, in Vietnam for a second tour, operated the 
dispensary primarily for dependents of the Popular Force (PF) 
troops who have enlisted in the 2nd Battlion's Combined Action 
Company. 

"When the local women and children discoV(,T they can get medi· 
cal treatment if a man in the family joins the PF's," Fisher said, 
"they help us recruit more local boys to help Marines seek out ao() 
destroy the Viet Cong." 

Since the Marines joined forces with the PF's, the company 
has grown to 65 Vietnamese who, according to leathernecks, "arc 
effective aggressive fighters." 

Operation of the dispensary is only one of Fisher's one-man 
civic action projects. Working with the District Chief and the 1st 
Division Civic Action personnel, he has: 

-Acquired wood and initiated a village-operated program to 
build desks and chairs for the school; 

-Provided sporting equipment, vitamins, school supplies and 
medicines. to the school; 

-Instituted a hamlet-wide clean up program; 
-Trained Vietnamese corpsmen to operate the dispensary. 
Not content to rest upon his accomplishments, Fisher has morc 

ambitious plans. He is working on a larger medical building to ac­
commodate all nearby villages and plans to train more corpsmen and 
local nurses to operate the dispensary. 

He envisions a 20-bcd hospital, open 24 hours a day, with the 
ultimate aim of recruiting a Vietnamese doctor to run it. 

Fisher explained that the sick people in the Ky Houng area have 
nowhere to go for treatment and the nearest medical facility could 
not accommodate them. 

"They (the villagers) have to do work themselves," he said. "I 
just provide the inspiration and technical help." 

While most of the villagers, from the District Chief on down 
have expressed thcir appreciation to Fisher, none touched him as 
much as the letter of appreciation he received this week from Ky 
Houng School. 

JUST FRIENDS-Navy Hospital Corpsman Melvin S. Fisher 

is surrounded by some of his friends from Ky Houng School 

near Chu Lai. (Photo by LCpl. Mineemoyer) 
Eligible survivors are in order, "We understand you are far away from your home and family," 

spouse, minor children, parents. the lettet' said, "thank you vcry much for all the things you have 
done." 

Fo,' claim form, write: Korean It wa« s,·gned "F th h·ld f K H S h I Conflict Veterans' Compensation _____ o_'-__ '_r_o_m __ e_c_·_'_r_c_n_o_-'y'-_o_u_n-'g:....._e_o_o_._"' __ _ Ontos driver rescues 
Money deals dangerous wounded comrades 

Bureau, 19 S. 2d St., Harrisburg, 
Pa. 17101. 

Ito your (areer~ freedom I DA B~~~t-:I~~_y~::!ld Ma- ~::p ~~~ck~agOlfi~~s~~~sih:n1a~~ 
rine antitank driver rescued two aged vehicle was leaking gasoline 

CAMP LEJEUNE - The State Military personnel who engage in illegal transactions critically wounded men from and oil. It could ignite at the 

N.C. honors 
Vietnam vets 

of North Carolina kicked off risk their careers and their freedom. their damaged vehicle which was slightest disturbance and set off 
"Operation Appreciation"' with In an effort to point up the dangers of n ..... icipation on the verge of CJq>ioding-shot thc remainder of the Ontos' eom-
the opening of the North Carolina . bI k k t 'n I . YUH an escapmg Viet Cong-then dt· bat armament. 
State Fair at Ralcigh on Oct. 10. ill Be. mar e or 1 e~a curren~y operatlons here, MACV rected defensive, and medical The Marine carried his wound­
The program was for children law enforcement agenCIes have Clted a few recent cases: evacuation measures last week cd comrade away from the dan-
whose fathers arc now in Vietnam • In the field of "wrongful currency conversion," The action took place 16 mile~ gel' where he treated him for 
or have served there. a senior NCO was convicted by General Court-Martial of south 01 Da Nang near the South shock. 

In announcing the operation, illegal conversion of U.S. dollars , ,China Sea. Collins then returned to the 
governor Moore said, "We want into piastres. He was sentenced II,n a black mar~et .operatIOn, was . Lance Co~p~ral ~rent K. Col- loader he thought was dead, af. 
every man in Vietnam to know to a two-grade reduction and sent~nced to dis~lssal from the lins was drlvmg hiS Ontos back d 
how much we in North Carolina forfeiture of $100 a month for 12 Service and forfeIture of nearly to the "A" Company, 1st Anti. ter a quick look aroun for in· 
appreciate the sacrifices he is \ months. $3,000. tank Battalion command post truding \fC. 
making ... we want to thank _ An officer, convicted by a _ In another major case, this when the Ontos in front of him He discovered that the loader 
them by taking their children to General Court of smuggling liq- one involving both postal money struck a minc. It was fording a was still alive, then dragged him 
1he State Fair." uor and cigarettes into Thailand orders and an illegal transaction four·foot-deep causeway. to safety. 

Pilot awarded OFC 
for rescue operation 

By: Cpl. Bob Pitner 
DA NANG - The Distinguished 

Flying Cross was presented to 
Captain Joseph James on Sept. 
28. 

The awa~d was made for "ex­
traordinary achievement in aeri­
al flight while serving as a pilot 
with HMM 164 in connection with 
operations against insurgent com· 
munist (Viet Cong) forces." 

James was acting as a flight 
leader of two Sea Knight heli­
copters assigned to evacuate 
wounded Army personnel on Junc 
11, when the helicopter of his 
wingman crashed and burned on 
a jungle covered hillside. 

He flew to the vicinity of the 
downed plane with a team of 
Army pathfinders and Navy 
corpsmen and hovered with one 
wheel on a steep hillside while 
the team debarked from the 
plane. 

James then flew his ehoppcr 
repeatedly between cloud ob­
scured hilltops to hoist survivors 
and rescue workers out of the 
jungle. 

According to his citation, "his 
professional airmanship through­
out the rescue operation contri­
buted in large measure to the 

all who were con-

MEDAL WINNER-Capl. 
Joseph James wears a Dis­
tinguished Flying Cross 
awarded him for Uextraordi­
nary achievement in aerial 
flight." The presentation was 
made by Col. Richard M. 
Hunt MAG-16 commander. 

·io MPC, a pair of enlisted men Though submerged in the wa· The twisted hulk of the Ootos 
were convicted and sentenccd by tel', 150 poundr.; of C·4 explosive still smouldered but badn't ex· 
a General Court to dishonorable I cut the lead Ontos in half. The ploded. Collins ran to check the 
discharge, 18 months confine- vehiclc commander and loader driver. 
ment with hard labor, and total were thrown several yards to Carefully he made his way 
forfeiture of pay. thcir side. The driver was pinned through the still smoking steel, 

under half the vehicle. trying not to cause a spark or 
Officials emphasizc that MPC 

is authorized in Vietnam for U. S. 
authorized personnel only. ·U. S. 
currency and other dollar negoti­
able instruments are not autho­
rized for use by U. S. personnel 
in Vietnam except for personal 
checks which may be used in 
authorized establishments. 

Collins stopped his Ontos when shake the loaded gun tubes. The 
the first round hit, grabbed his driver was dead. 
rifle and ran to one of the in- Collins returned 10 1he side of 
jured men. He found the loader the wounded Ontos commander. 
lying half in the water 25 feet I Amphibious tractors pulled up a 
from the dam age d vehicle. few minutes later and the Marine 
Thinking that the man was dead, I halted them, telling 01 the mined 
the Stockton, Calif., Marine head- area. A hasty defense was set 
ed for the other injured man. He up and a corpsman summoned. 
spotted a Viet Cong running away Collins radioed for a medevac 
about 150 yards from him, and helicopter. Marine engineers 
felled him with a shot from his blew up the remaining armament 

Also PX items are not to be 
offered for resale, and PX items 
costing in excess of $lO-and ra­
tioned items-may not be given 
as gifts to persons not having 
PX privileges. 

rifle. of the damaged Ontos. 
He than continued to the side For Collins-it was none to 

of the Ontos commander, who soon. 

'Monster' turned loose near Da Nang 
DA NANG-"The Monster" has He took his idea to Jack L. 

been turned loosc ncar Da Nang Sheppard, an engineer with RMK 
airbase and is raising havoc on' construction. 
20 acres of mine field. I From there the idea went to 

Captain John W. Dougherty a John W. Sargent. a welding fore­
company commander of the 7th man with RMK, and "The Man­
Engineer Battalion 3rd Marine ster" became a reality. 

I Division, is the c~eator of this ",!,he Mons~er" is a piece of 
version of "The Monstcr." eqUIpment WIth 38 tank wheels 

.. inside a large box of half-inch 
Wh~n the c':lgmeers fIrst began armor plating that is mounted 

clearmg ~he field they ~ad to ~o- on the front of a dozer tank. 
cate anti-personnel mmes WIth To clear a minefield the tank 
mine detect~rs - then probe f~r sets at the edge of the' field and 
them-and fmany blow them m I the equipment is hydraulically 
place. lowered to the ground in front of 

Then Dougherty remembered it. 
something he had seen the Army I Then "The Monster MashH be­
usc to clcar mine fields. . gins. It rumbles across the field 

blowing mines under its wheels 
with the armor plate for protcc· 
tion. 

"It can clear as many mines in 
a week as we could in six months 
without it," says Staff Sergeant 
Charles M. Werneth, NCO in 
charge. 

Dougherty doesn't know exactly 
how many mines are in this 20 
acres, but he estimates more than 
a thousand. 

"The Monster" has been mash­
ing for about a week now, and 
without any unforeseen delays the 
fieJd should be cleared within 1he 
next week," said Werneth. 
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Muskegon citizens 
donate chapel bell 

By: Sgt. Dave Small 
DA NANG - A nt'W memorial 

('hapel dedicated to the memory 
of the m('11 of the 31'd Engineer 
Battalion killed in action in Viet­
nam, has a bell because of the 
generosity of the citizenry of 
Muskt'gon, Mich. 

Planning of the chap{II was be­
gun in July. 

Navy Lieutenant Raymond C. 
Swicl'l'nga. battalion chaplain. felt 
a chapt'l wa!-) not complete \\'ithoul 
a bell to call the faithful to 
worship. 

He w1'01e to his friend, Reverend 
Esler Shuart, pastor of the Allen 
A v c n ue Christian Reformed 
Church in Muskegon , asking for 
help in locating a bell. 

R<"vl'l'C'nd Shuart told his pari­
shioners of the letter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Kroeze 

HMM-364 
goes home 
DA NANG - Marine Mediulll 

HeJicoptt'1' Squadron 364 is being 
tnmsfel'l'ed back to the United 
Stab's after spending morc than 
a year here, 

The squadron, commanded by 
Lieutenant Colonel Daniel A. 
Som('rvilh~ logged more than 12,-
000 flight hours while stationed 
at Ky Ha, flying medical evacua­
tions, troop lifts, re-supply mis­
sions and aerial reconnaissance 
flight,. 

Known as the "Pm'plp Foxes". 
the squadron participated in 11 
major operations, including Op­
l'rations Utah, Texas and Hast­
ings during th('ir tour l1('re, 

The unit will re-group at Ma­
rine Corps Ail' Station, Santa Ana 
(EI Toro) California. 

found a bell that had hung in llw 
"rmodeled G]'(,'('nwood Hall, and 
began restoration, 

First it was sandbla!')t("d to 
restoI'(,' its fornwl' bl'ightnC'ss, 
Th('n the tnN:hanism that 1'otat('s 
the bt'll was l'('pairNl. and Ilt'\\ 

('oat of paint was applied. It now 
has a bronze gold colo]', trimmed 
in black, 

Various Musk('gOIl firms sup­
plied the materials and labor fn'l' 
of charge. 

The bell was turned oyer to 
Lieutenant Commander L, P. 
Sc'hlernitzovl'l', commanding of­
ficer at the U,S. Navy Rescrv(' 
Training Center in Muskegon. for 
shipment to the Republic of Viet­
nam by the end of August. 

Shipment took 11 days. 
Two wl't"ks ago, the 3rd Divisioll 

Engineers began work on the 
Memorial Chapel. 

The first st.'l'vices W("1'(' hl'id in 
the new chapel and the tolling of 
the Memorial Bell was heard Sept. 
25. 

"I only wish thc people of 
Muskegon could heal' it. ,. said 
Ch<Jplain Swi<-'l'l'nga, 

Amphibious assault 
via Viet junk 

DONG HA - Two 3d Marine 
Division companies made an am­
phibious landing last week, whilt' 
on a search and destroy opNation 
neal' Cam Lo-via Vietnamt's(' 
junk, 

The action took place when two 
companies of the Fourth Marine 
Regiment W('r(' swe<,ping Bich 
Giang and Cam Vu yillagt's. 

To complet(' their s(,'urch for 
Viet Cong l'i('e CHcht's. the units 
had to cross the Cam Lo Riv('I". 

Natin' junks were borrowed b~ 
the company commandt'rs and 
the rin'r crossing was accom­
plh;hed, 

Rhode Island Flag 
PFC Craig T. Browil (left) alld Cpl. Joseph P. Cote, Jr., 

both of Prol'idence, R.I., display their State Flag {It the 7th 

Engineer 811., 3d Marine Division. Brown wrote to his mother 

{lskillg for the flag IIl1d she cOlltacted the USMCR IIl1it ill 

Proridence. As a reslllt, Rhode Island's governor, 10h1l H. 

ellll/ee, presented them with a flag to semI to Brou'll. 

(Photo by LCpl. W. R. Degnan) 
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• the Corps First In 
Two .\lIIY relt'I"(IIiS 11'hich joilled Hemlqllarrers Wid Mllim(!w/J1ct' Squwlroll-17. 1st MA H , 

are rhl' ollly ones of their type! ill the Morine Corps. The 111'0 US-]JJ t'lrl1ckl'r.\" /7Cl\'C hee/l 
modified fu ('(lrry six {J{/,uengers (,(Ich, ill addilion 10 rile crew, by 1'()/IIo\'a/ of cert(lill deC/roll­
io" parts. They are being wed as (,0111/)(/t support aircraft due 10 their shorr field (,{Ipabilities. 
According 10 Ol1e member of the slJuadroll, this "bird etllt fly loll' lIlld sloll' or high llnd fast." 

(Photo by SRI. rx. Bur"e) 

Five men with painted faces 
hold off company size force 

By Cpl. Cal Guthrie 
DONG HA-Five Marines with garishly painted faces leapt from a hovering 

helicopter and melted into the surrounding jungle 10 miles south of the demilitarized 
zone. 

As sounds of the departing choppers echoed across the valley floor, the men alerted 
their keen senses-this time to the sights and sounds of the enemy. 

Each knew the other was there-somewhere. The bat tie of witH, a prelude to the 
shooting battle to come, had begun for the team. 

The pcltrol leadcr. Corporal -----:---:----,--,-::------------
George C. Nl'yillc deployed his up in Ihl' grass -to yards away rin('. 
tt'Clm, Th('Y watched and Iist.eneu, and advanced toward the Marine::; Paynter !-ihot olle ent'my with 

Sounds of building and digging firing their weapons and throw- his rifk'. When two more came to 
were all around. ing hand grenades. drag the body off, P~ynter fired 

Th" "arlnes m"i ill" assault hif M-79 hitting om' in the cht'st. A mortar Jlo~ition was spottpd. OL I" OL... . ., 
They poured automatic fire into killing both. 

A largt' enemy force was build- th(' aUacker's skirmish Iinc. Sh The VC sent <.InoltH~r squad tn 
ing fortifications in the valley, enemy soldiers fell undt'r t.he the Marines' real'. completing th4..' 
The Mannt's W('I'(' SU1TOUluled. initial burst. The en('my kept cil'cle. 

Lanl'(' Cor p 0 r a I ,'james H. coming until the rivc men hurled A last desperate radio message 
Grimm, tt>am radioman. cailed grpnades to st.op th(' ad\'ance. was ~(lnt as tht' Mal'inl's df'ploYl'<1 
in t'nem" locations. Jt'ts from With the lin(' of attackl~l's only in a circle, Ht'rt' they brac("d 
Da Nang' ~treakt'd toward Ihl' un- 20 yards awa\' the Marinps used th('mselves £01' a last ~tand with 
suspecting enemy, a fire and maneuver taetic to thdl' ncarly spent ammo suppl~ 

The 3rd Diyision Mal'illl's crept reach a position still farth(»" down -their grenades and M-79 am-
upward from the valley fioor to ill(' hill. munition were gOlll', 

better Ob~t'IT(' the air strik('. The North Vil'tnamf'sr took As thf' North Vietnampse clm'll'd 
Planes pounded th(' area \dlh mon' casualties und stopped to in for th~ kill, Ihl' Marin(' s 

bombs, napalm and 1'00:kets. n'group for a new a!-isault-this h('unl the ~ound of 1Jueys. 
Afterwards thl' aerial obs(,l'vel' time from thJ"('e sidl'~ with a Gunships battr)'l'd the Commu-
plane dn::kd the area, The work larger force. nist soldiers with rockets and 
of days, p<'l'haps weeks. was in The Marines fought desperately machine gun fire as "choppel's" 
shambles. Tht' mortar and its against the closing walls of enemy SW('pt in to pick up the Marines. 
position were gone. fire. They killed sev('l"i:l1 mol'(' Fin' weary Marinc!) clambcred 

Five North Vit'tnallll'se bodies with rifles and grenades ai' Ihe~ ahoard the "COl)tt,'fS". Grateful 
lay in thl' ruins. continued down thr hill. ('XI)ressions beamed from under 

Night fell and the Marines One Marine was wounded. thf' grease-paint. and dirt. 
moved to th(' top of a large hill. Privat(' First Class Stanh~) The rive men with paintl'd 
They sought concealment in the Pa:ynt('r, t.he team's gn>nadler, faces ha(l held orr more than a 
h(~ad·high elephant grass, A maze was shot in the arm. He continued company of North Vietnam('St' 
of fresh but abandoned bunkers, to throw grenades and £ire his f('gulars. They killt'd 20 in thl'ir 
trenches and foxholes inf<,sted 1\1·79 gnnade launcher and M44 battle for Bre. 
the hill. 

That night. the sounds con· 
tinued: m£'tal on metal, pounding. 
digging. Yoices t'cho£'d through 
the valley. Men walked within 10 
(ret or the Marines. At one IJoint 
the voices became so loud and 
boisterous the Marines wondered 
Jf the North \'ietnam('se soldiers 
were having a party. 

Early the nt'xt morning another 
air strike was called. Thc Ma­
rines moved towal:d the· t'nemy 
down th~ southwest slope of the 
hill, while the planes pounded 
the positions. Here the l'nl'my 
spotted Ihem. 

Sc(,'king un avenue of t'senpe 
they began moving down a finger 
ridge toward the valley. Half­
way down, the point man, Pri­
\'ate First Class Thomas A. Stokes 
saw 10 t'nem)" soldiers readying 
an ambush. 

Realizing they were trapped 
they radioed for extraction, and 
ht'id the position. The ('nl'my be­
gan closing in, 

Moments lattl" Private First 
Class Denni, A. Stahn killed two 
communists moving toward his 
position. 

Suddenly, 30 VC soldie-rs stood 

YVas it luck or fate? 
By: Cpl. Bob Pitner 

DONG HA-Was it luck or fate? 
They don't know, but four men 
of Marine Observation Squadron-
2 do know that on the afternoon 
of Sept. 24, they W('I'C all very 
fortunate. 

Their Huey gunship, piloted by 
First Lieutenant Alan Barbour, 
was returning to Dong Ha from 
a mission when they rccciyed a 
call th('y were needed to provide 
COVtl' for the evacuation of a 
M a I' in (' reconnaissance team 
under attaek by a North Viet­
namese force. 

They landed and the two Crew­
men 'h u r r {e d I y reloaded the 
plane's six M·60 machine guns 
while the pilot and co-pilot at­
tend('d a quiek briefing. Upon the 
pilots' return. they launched, ac­
companied by another gunship 
and an unarmed Huey which was 
to t'xtract the five outnumbered 
Marines, 

Wht'n they reached the bclea* 
guered team, located just south 

of the demilitarized zone, ('ach 
gunship made two strafing runs 
while the other chopper compl("t­
ed the rescue. 

Back at Dong Ha, the CH'\\" 
chief, Lance Corporal Terry Bow­
man, noticed a bullet-hole just 
behind the co·pilot's seat. Closer 
inspection proved that the round 
had passed less than a foot behind 
First Lieutenant Ron Osbourn, 
within inches of the gun n e r. 
Corporal David Robinson, and 
lodged just behind Bowman. 

After summoning the pilots and 
giving the plane a doser check, 
they (ound where !-itill another 
round had passed between the 
fuel line and the ('ngine. 

According to 1..1. Barbour, "If 
it had been an C'ighth of an illC'h 
higher, we would ha\"(~ been in 
real trouble becau~e we would 
have been on fire." 

Undaunted by thdr narrow es­
cape, the Marint's switched to an­
other ChOPPl'l' whil(, the old one 
is being repaired. 



rShort Rounds 
Surprise 

DA NANG-High atop a moun· 
tain two miles from the DMZ 
is an unlikely place for a family 
reunion-hut Dennis and William 
Dickinson of New York City had 
onc-quite by accident. 

It happened during a helicopter 
reslJPply for a battalion of the 
Fourth Marine Regiment, 3rd 
Marine Division during Operation 
Prairie. 

Captain Dennis J. Dickinson 
air liaison officer for the battal: 
ion, called in helicopters for a 
resupply mission. One arrived 
with his brother William aboard 
as crew chief. 

Due to the possibility of enemy 
fire, they only had a few minutes 
for a quick "how have you been ." 

Captain Dickinson said he knew 
his brother was in the Da Nang 
area, but had not been able to 
contact him. 

"I was taxiing an F8 Crusader 
jet for a mission once and saw 
him walking along the ramp, but 
couldn't stop. This time he was 
on the plane. Luckily he pickcd 
the right hill to land on." 

Corporal Will i a m Dickinson 
flies with Marine Medium Heli­
coptcr Squadron·363. 

Village falls 
DONG HA - The village of Gia 

Binh, just south of the demilita­
rized zone, fell to the 1st Battal· 
jon 26th Marine Regiment, Sept. 
21, during Operation Prairie. 

Captain Charles W. Kapple· 
man of San Antonio, Texas, 
"C" Company, 1st Battalion, 26th 
Marine ,Regiment killed 21 north 
Vietnamese soldiers in the heavi­
ly dcfended village. 

Supported by tanks, the com­
pany moved northwest to the vil­
lage's left flank. Hedgerows and 
seven-foot high elephant grass 
camouflaged the enemy trench 
lines and fighting holes. 

The Marines were forced to 
pull back three times after meet­
ing heavy resistance to allow air 
artillery and naval gunrire to sat: 
urate the village. 

Late in the afternoon the Ma­
rines advanced again. This time 
they quickly overcame moderate 
opposition. 

Enemy troops were in tunnel 
complexes and trench lines that 
zig-zagged from one village to 
another leading to the demilita­
rized zone and several fortified 
bunkers. 

It was estimated that the com­
pany fought against two rein­
forced companies of North Viet­
nam soldiers. 

Joy 
DA NANG-A Marinc lieutenant 

and an IS-year-old Missouri girl, 
Joy Armstrong, have combined 
their efforts to initiate a program 
called ",Toy for the Children of 
Vietnam." 

First Lie ute nan t Harry L. 
Rhodes, civil af£airs officer for 
the 2nd Battalion, First Marines, 
recently received two large boxes 
or soap, a box of children's 
clothes, pencils, paper, crayons 
and toys mar ked "Operation 
Joy." 

An accompanying letter from 
a Marine I:ccruitcr in St. Joseph, 
Mo., explamed that the materials 
were donated by the people of 
Osborn, Mo., (population 274). 
Collections were made by Miss 
Armstrong. 
. The letter said it was just the 

first of many shipments forth­
coming from the people of Osborn 
and the surrounding areas. 

Bundle 
DA NANG - A 1st Marine 

Aircraft Wing helicopter won its 
race with the stork last week 
much to the relief of Navy hos-

pital corpsman Robert M. Adair. i 
The Marine Medium Helicopter I 

Squadron-361 helicopter received I 

a medevac mission to airlift a 
middle-aged woman from the is- I 
land of Ky Qun and fly her to 
the maternity hospital at Quang j 

Ngai. , 4 
Setting down at Ky Qun mo­

ments later, Adair checked the 
Vietnamese woman's pulse, tem­
perature and made her as com­
fortable as possible as the air­
craft lifted from the ground. 

"She's ready to have the baby 
any moment," Adair shouted over 
the deafening noise of the heli­
copter, "and I don't know how to 
deliver a baby!" 

First Lieutenant John J. Clasby, 
piloting the aircraft, guided it 
along as quickly as possible while 
keeping it on a steady course to 
avoid "rushing things." 

All the way into Quang Ngai, 
Adair and the crew kept their 
fingers crossed. The copter won 
its race with the stork and the 
woman and her soon-to-be-born 
baby were rushed into the hospi­
tal. 

Adair, wiping sweat from his 
forehead, vowed to visit the dis­
pensary as soon as he was re­
lieved to "have one of the doctors 
explain how to deliver a baby 
-just in case I get caught in 
this situation again." 

Purple Hearts 
DA NANG - Major General 

Louis B. Robertshaw, Command­
ing General, 1st Marine Aircraft 
Wing, presented the Purple Heart 
Medal to Marines at the First 
Medical Battalion and Marine Ail' 
Group-12 the sam e day the 
Marine recipients were wounded 
in a mortar attack. 

Receiving the awards at the 
battalion were: Sergeant Richard 
E. Hicks; Corporal Dennis L. 
Peterson; and Lance Corporal 
Michacl C. Ransome; all of 
Marine Attack Squadron-223. 

Also Corporal Dennis J. Polack 
and Corporal Roger T. Smith of 
Marine attack Squadron-224. 

The recipients at MAG-12 cere­
monies were Corporal Willie P. 
Deloach and Corporal Robert W. 
Beezley. 

Colonel Jay W. Hubbard, MAG· 
12 commander, expressed his 
deep admiration and appreciation 
to every member of the group 
for their calm, professional re­
sponse to the mortar attack. 

Souvenir 
DA NANG-Private First Class 

Michael M. Phillips has souvenirs 
or his close call with the Viet 
Cong the night of Sept. l3-his 
helmet, rifle and cartridge belt. 

Phillips was with his squad 
from the 26th Marine Regiment 
on a night ambush 15 miles south­
west of Da Nang, when he re­
moved his helmet for a moment 
and laid it on a rice paddy dike. 

"As soon as I set it down, the 
VC opened up on it," Phillips 
said. "I grabbed it and found 
two holes. 

"As soon as I got it on my 
head again, another round dinged 
off the top of my helmet, making 
three hits it had taken," he said. 

Phillips also had his cartridge 
belt laying beside him so he could 
get his ammunition out quicker. 
A round came in and struck one 
of his magazines. It blew up and 
Phillip~ received a head cut. 

Fopowing the action, the 31'd 
Marine Division Marine noticed 
his M·14 rifle also had two bullet 
holes in it. 

Mass • 
In the field 

Chaplain Lt. Harris White conducts Mass for Catholic men of the 1st. Bn., 26th Marines, 
Ilear the DMZ. The battalion participated in Operation Prairie. (Photo by Sgt. I. A. Cothran) 

MAG-II installs p.lane stopper 
By: Sgt. II. G. MeGratian drastically increased. 

DA N~N9' - W~en an aircraft Because of this, Marine Aircraft 
lands, It IS a trIcky. ?peration Group 11, 1st Marine Aircraft 
under n a ~ m a I ~ondlhons, but wing, has installed arrested land· 
when an. aircraft l~ damaged or ing equipment at the Da Nang 
heavy rams have shcked over the airfield in preparation for the 
runway, the dangers involved are coming monsoon season. 

Designed to stop aircraft in a 
shorter distance than is normally 
required, it is an added safety 
factor when the runway condi­
tions are other than normal. 

There are two units set up 4,000 
feet from each end of the run­
way. Each· contains a set of 
bra~ing engines and rewinding 
engmes. 

A cable is stretched across the 
runway connected to the braking 

! engines by two nylon bands called 
. tapes. 

When landing, a plane's tail 
By: Cpl. Bob Pitner Alan Barbour, who made a series hook engages the cable, auto-

DA NANG-It's getting so a of low passes just above ground matically actuating the braking 
peeping tom just can't snoop level in an attempt to flush the machine. Weight and speed oC 
around any more. At least that intruder from his hiding place. each aircraft determines its stop­
was the experience of one Viet Meanwhile a fivc·man recon- ping distance. Average distance 
Cong suspect who tried to sneak naissance team was dropped in 'Cor arrested landings is 650 feet. 

Airborne posse nabs 
VC IPeeping T oml 

up on the Marine helicopter 50 yards away by a not her After stopping, the tapes are 
detachments based at Dong Ha. chopper. automatically rewound to await 

Captain Jay Davis, Marine Ob- As soon as the Marines were the next plane. All this is com-
s~rv~tion Squadron (VMO) 2, was on station, the Huey made an- pleted in less than a minute. 
p110tIOg his UH1E "Huey" heU- ' other pass and dropped a colored Wind d ire c t ion determines 
copter back to the airstrip for smoke grenade within a Cew feet which unit will be used. When a 
ref u eli n g when he spotted of the hideout. Realizing that he plane makes an arrested landing 
a suspicious looking Vietnamese was caught, the suspect sur- 1t engages the unit nearest its 
one-half mile south of the strip. rendered to the airborne posse. point of touchdown. 

When he flew in for a closer ~....::..:.:.-::.:...:::.:==-::.::.:....-~------
inspection, the man dropped what 
appeared to be a satchel charge 
and dove into a nearby clump of 
bushes. 

Though Iowan fuel, Capt. Davis 
circled his chopper over the area 
for 10 minutes, keeping the sus­
pect under surveillance. 

He was relieved by another 
Huey, flown by First Lieutenant 

Golfer Hahn 
appears here 
DA NANG-The ballistic crash 

of 105mm howitzer rounds, and ' .... \,. 
the crack of rifle fire was punctu- II 
ated by a new sound last week on 
Hill 55-the click of well·hit golf 
balls off the more than three 
dozen clubs of world-renowncd 
trick golfer Paul Hahn. 

Hahn demonstrated his skill as 
a golfer and gave tips to Ninth 
Regiment Marines during a 30-
minute show. 

The former Professional Golf­
er's Association to\.lripg Pro trot­
ted out an assorfm'ent of zany 
clubs, and showed Marines how 
easy it. was to drive a golf ball 
more than 200 yards with: a 
rubber shafted club that wrapped 
itself around his shoulders during 
the backs wing; a club with three 
heads - three golf balls at the 
same time; and dozens of other 
clubs of speCial, peculiar design. 

Marines taking part in the show 
attempted to drive a ball from a 
ten inch high tee. Invariably each 
clobbered the tee and left the 
ball on the ground. Hahn then 
demonstrated the correct way 
and drove the ball nearly 300 
yards several times. 

Following the performance, 
Hahn asked some Marines to 
collcct the balls fl'om the rice 
paddy. Someone from the audio 
ence said, "A Viet Cong caddy 
will take care of that job for you, 
Mr. Hahn." 

Young 
'FE'Ill'aI 

faces 
They peer through fences with toothless grillS as they 

watch Marines at work alld play. Whe" a Marine appears 
with a camera, they flock around wanting their picture taken. 
Natural expressions occur when they are not aware of the 
photographer. These are Vietllamese children, 110 different 
than any others, right dowl! to the Saturday night bath. 

(Photo by Sgt. Rich Groscost) 
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Country doctor isn't! 
shadow in the past: 

By: Sgt. H. G. M<Grattan sionally holding or comforting a I 
DA NANG - Country doclors child. .. 

who travel from town to town Arter arrivmg In an area, two 
have not completely vanished. corpsmen. Hospitalmen Walter J . 

Doctors and corpsmen of Ma- Pearson an~ Michael W. BabUst 
rine Aircrart Group 11. First Ma- set up a chnic Tor the trcat",!f.'nt 
rine Aircraft Wing, travel Sf.>ver- or cuts, sores 8n~ ear cleanmg. 
al miles each day to Vietnamese Through a~ mtcrprett"r the 
villages. others. HOspltalmcn 3rd Class 

Howard J. Schcxnyder and G~ne 
They visit live villages k 0's a E. Colbert assisl the doctor by 

rotatmg schedule each wee . at· treating common colds and easily 
: urdays a~d Sund~ys ar£' left open ! I"('cognized diseases. 
I for speCial, trips. , All eye complaints and s('rious 

These triPS ar('o usu~lIy made r('spiratory cases arc referred to 
on requcs,ts from Vle~namcs\.l! the doctor. He also treats ad. 
Army adVisors fol' medical as- ,'anced cases or inrection . 
sistance in their ar{,8 . They see more children than 

A doctor and rour corpsm('11 adults and most ror upp('r n'· 
make the daily runs. The corps- ~ piratory ailments. Other com­
men all volunteer Cor this assign- I mon afflictions among children 

, ment in addition to their regular are worms and vitamin derid(ln-

I
, dUlies . A dlfferenl doclor goes oy. 
out each day from among the Most complaints can bt' cared 
group's four doctors . These men (or on an outpatient basis. 

: see as many as 300 pati('nts a If hospital care is necessary, 
day. Ihe doctors have th(' (acIllUe. o( 

Marines. rrom mechanics to the U.S. Navy Support Activity 
clerks. orten travel with them on Hospital or the U.S. Overseas 
their afternoons off. They help Mission Hospital in Da Nang 
by contl'olling crowds and oces- availablt> to them . 

OOH. THAT'S COLD-A small Vietnamese girl wonders 
what thaI cold stethoscope is all about while being examined 
by the doctor, Navy Lt. Donald E. Sampson. Assisting Dr. 
Sampsol/ is HM3 Howarcl I , Schexnyder. 

(Photo by Sgt. Rich Groscost) 

Captain Daniel McMahon is presented the Silver Star 
Mellal jor gallantry in action by LtCoi. lack Weslerman, CO, 
1st Bn .• 41h Marllles. The caplain was cited for "personally 
dUeclin, /he withdrawal of his lroops as an airstrike bombed 
/he heavily fortified posilion. He ran Ihrough enemy fire and 
led 10 safelY a fireleam Ihal had been cuI off from Ihe 

child back to lile twice 
By: Cpl. Jim I'aJ!oIer 

DA NANG-The life·savlng ex· 
perience of a Navy corpsman at· 

' tached to Marine Aircraft Group I_ meant Ibe difference between 

medical battalion Ibe youth was 
put Into an Ambu Bag-a device 
which would brealbe for him. and 
Ihen nown to the hospital at Da 
Nang. 

I 
life and death to a seven·year-old 

------------ --::----------- Vlelnamese boy. . 
There Is also a bill before Con· H · I t Hospilal Corpsman Third Class 

gress which would allow m~n as specla respec ! Jack Baxter brought the child 

~~~e:;:o~:e :oOv~::mt:ntSh~~h:~~ II ,~eC!~~e~if:n~W~~e I!;t ~~;!"~('~h~ 

Baxter. who has been recom· 
mended for a Bronze Star Medal 
.for previous actions, said "I Uke 
kids, and it sure made me feel 
good 10 bring him back and give 
him another chance at Ufe." 

up to the amount the government f I I b H I boy was still alive at Da Nang 
would have sp~nl (or Ihe ShIP' or green u a oes, Hospilal. Friendly vo.Oce 
ment of household goo d s. The I I Baxter's medical evacuaUon 
raise o( allowance on household I hellcopler from Marine Medium 
goods shipments will effect this By: Sgt. Roger Ynostroza , m('tai water carrier well known I Helicopter Squadron 381 received 
bill. DA NANG-The Soulh vielnam' IIo Marines. a cali 10 pick up a crlticaliy In· of warn.ong 

ese waler buffalo generally don'I The non·commissioned officer jured child al Tam Ky. some 12 
JOIN UP + like Americans and Marines , in charge o( Civil Affairs o( Ihe .miles norlh o( Ihe MAG-36 base By: Cpl. Bob PII_ 

••• usually give Ihem a wide berlh' l Hoa·based Nlnlh Marine Regl· al Chu Lai. DA NANG _ Flrsl Lieutenanl 
JOIN IN I Sergeant Lawrence E. Bf'8Ufort ment. gained his new respect for At Tam Ky. he found an am. Russel Williams, was directing 

...... T YOUIl... .... : has a special respect ror one type the wheeled water trailer when bulance waiting and the boy with I air strites against north Viet-
10( "water bullalo"-Ihe green. he saw whal smiles il broughl a builel In his head and one In namese infillralors elghl mil ... 

-;:=============:::==::::::::::===~~ (or 1.000 children who altended his right aide. Mr\b .... t 01 Doa& .. __ .. , Ihe Mid·Aulumn Festlval-a Soulh "From an appearances Ihe kid voice of an old rrlend earn. over 

Mail The Sea TO Home 

mail hame. 

Vietnamese national holiday. was d<-ad" sayS Baxt('r. "fIe the radio of hiS OIC observation 
The buf~ fillf'c ""WJth 300 gal - wasn't hr eathing, tnere was no plane. 

I Ions of \lt a.t.:r, \70 pour of sug.ar. pulse and his pupils were di- The voice was that of Captain 
4O·pound blocks of e and jusl lated." Jesse Harmon. who bad JUIl 
the righl amounl u( lea. high· Disregarding Ihe signs o( dealh. passed under Williams' plane In 
Iighled the (esliville . Distribution Baxter inserled a resuscltallon an A4E Skyhawk o( Marine AI. 
of rice, candy. toys and school tube in Ihe child's mouth and tack Squadron 223. 
kits (or the children and yards began brealhlng air Into his "Hey Russ. you're on fire!" he 
of boll c10lh mal.rial for I h e lungs. AI Ihe same lime he began warned. 
children's parenls were a110 pro· pounding on Ihe boy's chesl to Heading (or home. Williams 
vlded. restart Ihe heart. conllnued 10 direcl Ihe jels onlo 

"You don·t know jusl how big While the boy's frlghlened fa· their targels. He made Ihe eight 
a water bullalo ..... lIy Is. We pul Iher looked on and Ihe hellcopler miles back to Dong Ha safely 
several 4O-pound blocks of ICe In sped loward Ihe medical battalion and landed wllb • Itream of while 
the thIna. and they looked as at Chu Lal. Ihe boy once again smoke Iraillng behind the air· 
.maD as Ice euboo," said Beau· belan 10 breathe . . .for aboul a craft. 
fort. minute and a half. The fire was caused by 011 

The evenl was held at Duc Duc "I Ihoughl he would be all righl spllllni onlo the engine after an 
Dlatrlct Headquarters near Ihe when be began breathing again." enemy bullet pierced Ibe Intake 
AD Noa Induslrial complex, aboul says Baxter. "but then t.e stopped manifold, and resulted In minor 
• miles ..... Ib of Da Nang. and 1 had to begin resuscltallon dama,e to Ibe aircraft. 

III addillon to Ibe glft.glvlng.! and heart massage again." It wal not Ibe flrsl lime the 
variOUI song and dance contests Aboul :18 seconds laler the boy 'tWo pilots had cooperaled in Ibe 
took place In llartne-e r e c I • d ! was brealblng once more. air. Before joining AG 168 01C 
tenls. Prizes were awarded 10 He conllnued 10 brealhe unlil delachmenl. Lt. WIJIIams was a 
Ibe winners. ! Ibe helicopler landed. AI Ihe jel pilOl wllh VA 223. 


