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$ ~rn~ ~ll@rnrn(~j" - Lieutenant General Lewis W. Walt 
Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious FOl'ce 

Brigadier General Hugh M. Elwood 

~"""s'ea'-fige'r""iraii"n.nii"a'g""'~1 
Marlene Strick (16) Dear Editor: on at home'! 

Chief of Staff, III Marine Amphibious Force 
MaJur General Louis B. Robertshaw 

COITI\nanding General, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

3323 Nostrand Avenue We appreciate very much the This means a great deal to us, 
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11229 story about our project published so if you could find a spare 

... '" I) on 'pagt:! four of your Nm', 23 moment in your busy day to help 
Karen Kaspari edition. We have many letters on us in this project, we would 

Major General II. Nickerson, Jr. 9658 Schiller Boulevard hand from Americans throughout greatly appreciate it. 

Commanding General, 1st Marine Division 
Major General Wood R. Kyle 

Commanding General, 3d Marinc Division 
Brigadier General James E. lIerboif1, Jr. 

Fl'anklin Park, Illinois 60131 the U.S. who would like to express Proudly, 
;Ie ~, .:' their thanks and support of the Nocmie Stewart 

Mary Francis CaJ'roll men there. Many would like 1.0 .Jean Kirkl)atrick 
East lIali 
Northfield School 

609 Texas Avenue write on a regular basis and send 

Commanding General, Force Logistics Command 
Ferriday, Louisiana 71334 packages. 

Force ISO Col. T. M. t'ields 
EdUor GySgt. Lee Witconls 

l'uhlh;h(,11 f'!ll'h TUt'sJu:v h~' the III Jlllri!w .\mllhibiuUR Forl'l', The 
~.;A 'I'IOI~n. ('Omillit's wlilt iUlIrillc Corp~ Onh'r J'.j4iUO,3l 111111 ·.~It ' n 
j'.i12U,H lind it) llriulf'd wUh apprnprlat,'d hUIII,.., b~' Tlw 1'lll'lfIl' Rlau 
nud Slrill(,lI. Tnky·), ,Jaluw, The S"~A '.fIG .,; n ,;uhN('rih('1I til 111111 r"l','h·,". 
JlllIll'rlul frOiD Iht'l Armf'll Port'('", Xt>WA )lur.':lU ( I\F:'\'R) whol;l' mut,'ru~l 
Itl'rl'llI may hI' r .. prlllt~d pro\·ldl'tI, ('r"dlt 1I11d Uti "tlt,'r I'opyrhchts Uri' ua.. 
,,,h'('II. All Tlhotogruphs Dr" ofn('ial U.~, Jlnrillt' ( 'urpM l'hultlS ulIl,'!>1f. 
utherwi!!f' (·rf"(litl'd. PlwlogrRplllo. IHll)lnittl'd from othf'r !luurl'f'1i "utsldf' th .. 
Jll1rillf' CurllM fur lluhli('lItioll ill Tltt' S .. :A "'Ua;u. IU" 'lImf' tht' Ilr"lH'rt~· lit 
'rltf' Sti:A TIC;Jo;n., :Unterl:ll lIuhmittf'11 for l)Uhlil'ntiml in 'I'hl' Sl':A T,H!EIt 
,,,ust rf'u('k the Comba.t Information nurt';I1I, III lUnrllie Amlll11hll~lI<i 
Jo' nrt't' )O~ l'O 8ulI FrlwdliCu Calif, 9(;(,02. 1111 TUf'st1lly of till' Jlrt'I'('(hn~ 
Tl\lhlit'~'Ii"1I wt'I'k. Stillemt'llill, , 'll'wII nlld fOlllnill" t':\.prf'h"'f'(l ill '1'111" S .. ;A 
'fl(:)<:lt I.lr(' lint n!"t'elillarlly those of thf' .llnriu(, ( ' lIrt'''' lind .. hollhl II"t 
he intl'rllrf't('d as dlr('ctln~ in uature. 

Cil'culation this issue 28'000 

Christmas 1966 

Christmas means different are gladdened and s p i l' its 
things to different people. A lifted by the story of Christ's 
lot depends on where we are. birth. 
Many are fortu na te this We need not be in the 
Christmastide to be wit h comfort of our home to be 
family and friends. We are filled with tbe s p i I' i t of 
far away from home on thiS, Christmas. It happens every-
the happiest o! holidays.. where, to everyone. 

But there s ?ne thmg Sure, it would be great 
about Ch!lstmas-lts spmt IS if the Christmas spirit could 
so mfectlOus no one except engulf all men and change 
a. modern-day Scrooge can the world. No more envy 
hide from It f' ht' b' k' f ' U d . I d't' 19 mg, lC ermg or power. 

n er norma con 1 lOns Just peace to all men. 
we know ChrIstmas as a day 
for c~r0Iers, holly, poinsettia Unfortu,nately, there are 
and 1"l1istletoe, We know it some natlOn~, and men, l;t 
as a family day of feasting the world today who d,?n t 
ami exchange of gifts. see It that way. They thust 

Host important howev~r for power. Ther. would con­
we know it as the day hearts Q,1er all men-If they could. 

,They would enslave free 
men. 

:, ... 

, . 
i 

Mass for 
Marines 

The Holy SacriFice of the 
Mass (two Masses) will be 
cUered for the intentions of 
the U.S. Marine C(';rps on the 
cccasion cf the Vic t n a m 
Campaign. With sincere best 
wishes from the children of 
the Star of the Sea School, 
Marblehead. Massacbusctts_ 

-Rev. Wm. J. McCarthy 

2 SEA TIGER 

Tha t is why we cannot be 
1)10me for Christmas-1966. 

Eskimo 
DONG 1Dr-St::rge.::mt Albert L. 

Agihinik is a fuU·bloode(r-~skimo 
with an urge to stay ·a~n.tw .. :, 

The infantry platoon sergeant 

I took his latest "plunge" Nov, 30, 
, reenlisting for six years at his 
battalion position at Camp ,1.J, 
Carroll. He is attached to "E" 
Company, Ninth Marine Regi­
ment. 

The 3rc! Division Marine was 
born in Unulaklect along the 
Bering Sea coastline in western 
Alaska, He scrved foul' ycars in 
the Alaskan National GU(;ll'd be­
fore a Marine recruiter at An­
chorc:1ge interested him in the 
Corps. Ill' enlisted at Kodiak in 
1958, the ~'eal' before Alaska was 
admitted to the Union, 

Agibinik found climate at the' 
San Diego (Calif.) Rccruit Depot 
"bearable" , 

"I went through during the 
'winter' there," he said, 

Summertime high temperatures 
in his native country aYt-'rage 
around 60 degrees, winter brings 

! 40 degn'('s below zero l'l'adings. 

(~ ':' ~I We received over one hundred 
Mary E)jzabeth Short requests for man from the story E. Northfield, Mass. 01361 

NOTE: The letter above was for· 
warded to the SEA TIGER from 
the OUice of the Secretul'Y of 
Defense. 

Box 308 R.oute B in the SEA TIGER. However. we 
Vidalia, Louisiana 71373 have hundreds of letters coming 

,~ ,~ 0 in from all parts of the COUl1tl',\' 
Marion V, Arruda (34) each day and would bc Y('ry 
3:>0 South Main SI. grateful to you if you will pit'as(' 
Randolph, Mass, 0236R mention our project in SEA 

, , , 
'" '" TIGER. from time to time, DcaI' Editor: 

Joan Elian(' Cardenas (29) Com pan y commanders and We would like a storm of let, 
tel's. Anyone d>!siring a pen·pal 
has only to write to us, we'll do 
the rest. We are working in co· 
operation with "Operation Mail 
Call", Our object is to show our 
men over there that people back 
at home do care about them, We 
have heard enough from protest 
groups. etc, Let's hear from the 
MEN! 

304 Fawcett Street other officers are invited to ~end 
Smithvilk, Texas 7R9:>7 their name. rank and servicp 

• I)< >It number with complete address if 
Marilyn Martin (30) they arc int(;!rested in receiving 
RD No, 1 boxes of these letters and grN't-
Templeton, Penn, 16259 ing cards for moral~ building 

" \JO ,;, among their troops, There arc 
Janie Lou Lewis (lR) no paid workers connected with 
p, 0, Box 3 this project. 
Montgomer~', La, 71454 We have been thinking of mak-

* ,:. ~, ing up a standard package of Mrs_ Santa Claus 
OPERATION MAIL CALL 
P. O. Box 5459 

Carol Rupp most needed and hard to ('orne 
3430 Glenside by items, for mailing to troops in 
Erie, Penna, H;50R Vietnam, We are also thinking of 

Buena Park, Calif, 90620 ,~ ,;, including a few items of clothing 
Barbara Kimpel (18) for children in each package so 
304 10th Av~nu(' N. that each man receiving one ('Quid 
Lewistown, Montana 59457 give them to a child of his choice. 

'" A small toy for the child would 
Valcrie Lewis (16) also be included, 
18 Bern Court Best or everything to you 
Mystic, Conn, all your men there. 

• Paul Stewart 
J cannette Gabbard 
12181 Wincanton Drin' 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45231 

• 
Debbie Johnson 
769 W, Chicago 
Elgin, Illinois 

" 
Ada Guyton 

" 

(16) 
Street 

1324 20th A vcnue 
Altoona, Pennel. , , 
Mrs, Irene Miller 
1127 E, Haney AVt>nu<.' 
South Bend, Ind. 4{;613 , 
Delia Woltel' 
104·11 105th St. 
Ozone Park, N. y, , , 
Cherie Taj'lor 
785 Green Street 
Aprt. 39 
lsdin, New J(,l'Sl'Y 

,~ ,~ 

Janet Wrobel 
17 Noble Avenue 
Noank, Conn, 

Mrs. Davena Bell 

" 

• 

18 -ClYde Avenue Sydney 
Cape""ltreftm, Nova Scotii:l. 
Canada , 

" 

!llint'S 

Elaine Badnais (17) 
Bleno!' A venu(' 
Hudson Falls. N. Y. 1283~ 

'" 
Connie Foster (l6) 
WC$t River RoIWL . 
ForI Edward, N, ·~, 

ThoTilaa-.S.!:oderick (15) 
159 Hawthorne Avenue 
Yonker~, N, Y. " ,;, 

Karol D. Bingham (17) 
373 Stonington Road 
Pawcatuck, Conn 02891 

>II ." 

Cathi Lynn McFal'land 
Box 112 
Ducktown, Tenn, 3732fi 

• 

(1li) 

New VMA-214 CO 
ClIU LAI-Major Richard E. 

lJemmingway assumcd command 
of Marine Ail' Atta<:k Squadron 
214 from Lieutenant Colon e I 
Ralph D, Wallace during a l'hange 
of command ceremony hen', 

Colonel Walla<:e. who ha~ com­
manded VMA-2l4 .!.ince June 1966 
will assume command of Morine 
Ail' Bas(' Squadron 12 hert'. 

Major Hemmingway was the 
formel' executi\'e officl'r of \ 'MA-

* 

Project C(lordinator 
VIETNAM MAIL CALL 
Post OHice Box 3104 
Columbus, G('orgia 31903 

" " 
Dear President Johnson: 

We are students who are \'ery 
proud to be Americans, and we 
ar(;! al~o proud of the American 
serviccmen who have laid and 
arc still laying down their lives 
for their Country. We feel that 
we would like' to do something to 
boost the morale of sam,,:> of the 
Marincs in Vietnam. 

Is there any possible way we 
could go about adopting a small 
Marine Corps platoon or comv 
Ilany so that we might write let­
ters and tell them what is going 

lWNIJ AMnASSADOI(-111ll 1l Uf'/'ry 
0/ 1,1I.~k. "ru., hilS 1""'11 ('/"'~I'" 
"jUrs. {;.S. Sm'jll/.:s nmlfl,~, 11)66:' 
ll('ff' sll(' Tt'('(';"('1i (I rl'J{ld ,~l"J(loll lilt 
If nnliullfll ttlllr /,.II"t ,.10.. }uy 
NOII/('r, 111(' m'Il' ,11,. ... , Aml',.ic(t. 

Here 'in Vietnam, Christmas may seem a long way off. 
At this season of the year our thoughts inevitably turn 
to our homes, friends and the happy memories we have 
always associated with the Christmas season. In a way, 
the Chnstmas message of "Peace on Earth and Good Will 
Among Men" seems a bit incongruous in the middle of 
conflict. There is no peace and not enough good will. It 
almost seems a~ though Christmas belongs to another age 
or to another part of the world. We hear no angels singing. 
'Th!" sounds of the night are more likely to be that of 
arblleJ:Y. The,,, """-.no miraculous stars to lead us in the 
night-just illumination !laTe •. 

Christmas does have a profound meaning for us. It 
marks an event which established a unique relationship 
between man and God. God stepped into the human scene 
to plCk up the broken pieces and to preserve and conserve 
what .appeared to be hopelessly lost. The message of Christ­
mas IS that God salvages human life. Man's dreams of 
peace on earth are not lost, no honest effort to build a 
better world of good will ever fully dies. God brings our 
best dreams to unexpected birth. 

The Cll'cumstances 01 Christ's birth were unimpressive. 
Born In a stable. in a relatively obscure village there was 
very httle to mdlcate the impact of his life on the course 
of human events. His birth, however, is a reminder that 
God has not deserted his world. He has neither rejected 
nor forsaken it. 

Christmas is a significant event. Here in Vietnam, 
away from the tmsel and festivity usually associated with 
the hohday season, It IS possible for the true significance 
of Chl'lstmas to reach us clearly. God as always is in the 
hearts of all who will have him there.' ' 

-Chaplain E. Vaughan Lyons, Jr. 



Sgt. Robert E. O'Malley first U.S. Marine 
to win Medal of Honor for Vietnam service 

WASHINGTON-Sergeant Rob- lI'enched E'nt'my forcr, his unit who observed him, and n-:Jected 
t'ft Emmett O'Malll'Y, the first ('arne undt·)" intense small arms the highest credit upon the Ma­
Marine t.o be awarded the Medal I fire. rinc Corps and the United Stales 
of Honol' sincr the KOl'cC:ln War. With comph·te disregard for his Naval Service." 
was decorated December ti, HI66 own personal safety, Corporal Sergeant O'Malley was born 
by President .'Johnson. O'MallE')' raced across an open .Tune 3, 1943 in New York City, 
'A native of New York City and rice l)addy to a trench line where the !:ion of John and Catherine 

a formel' newspapc:-r carrier, he the enemy forces were located. O'Malley of New York, Aftpr 
('arned the highest combat award Jumping into the trench. he at· completing high school, he enlist. 
while serving as a squad leader I tacked the Viet Cong with hIs ed in the U ,S, Marines on Octo. 
in Operation Starlight on August rme and grenades, and singly i ber 11 , 1961. He completed recruit 
18, 1965, in the \'icinity of ehu I killed,elght of the enemy. lie then training at Parris Island. S,C, 
Lai. A corporal at the time of led hIs squad to the assistance I and then served with the Fifth 
the action, he led his Marines I of an adjacent Marine unit wh,ich Marines, 1st Marine Division , at 
in repeated assaults against en- was suffering heavy casuaUI(."s. Camp Pendleton, Calif.. where he 
trenched Vi{'t Cong who were in- Continuing to press forward,. he was promoted to privatl' first 
flieting a heavy toll on a nearby re)oaded his weapon and fued class in May 1962. 
Marine unit. W a u n d e d three , with telUng effect into the enemy The (ollowing q'ar he arrived 
Hmes during the action, he re- I emplacement. lie personally as· in Okinawa as a me~bt'r of the 
fused evacuation until the mission sisted in thp evacuation of seve~. 3d Battalion 9th MarinE'S 3d Ma­
was accomplished and he had 1 al wounded Marines. and agal,n I rine Divisio~ Whilf' thpr~ he was 
covered thl' ('VUl'uation of the I regrouping lh(' remnants of hiS promoted to' lanl't' rorpOI'al in 
survivors of his squad. each of squad, ht' returned to the pojol March 1963 and to corporal in 
them wounded. of the heal-'Iest righting. Ordered N bel' 1963 H t'. I t 

. I to an evacuation IJoint by an o~n. I ovem ',c re UI nec 0 
Sf'~'geant O',Malle): IS, now a eer Corporal O'Malley gathered Camp Pendleton JJl 196~ as a 

Manne !'esprvist on mactlve duty his' besieged and bud I ' wounded mc~bel.' of the 2? Bat~a~l~n, 1st 
~n,~ wa~ ,3 mel~b?r of C.o,mpany squad and boldly led ttem under Mannes, 1st Manne DIVISIOn. 

,I , Thll,d Battaho.n. Thll d ~a- fire to a helicopter for with. He was transfen-pel overscas 
n~,\ ,.Re~lment, ,Thll'd, ~ a I' I ~ e

l 
drawal. Although three times again thl' following year and took 

~JVISIOn at the tlm~ he dlspla)-e< wounded in this encounter. and part in combat in Vietnam with 
hiS courageous actIOn. facing Imminent death from a Company"]", 3d Battalion, 3d 

The citation Cltcompanying his fanatic and determined enemy, Marines. He was promoted to 
Medal of Honor stOltes: he steadfastly refused evacuation sergeant (0 II 0 win g "S t a r-

"For conspit'lious gallantry and and con tin II e d to cover his light" and was assigned to Ma­
intrepidity tn action against the squad's boarding of the heucoPo l rine Barracks. Yok~suka, Japal!. 
communist (Vit:t Cong) forces at ters while. from an exposed posi. after' fully recovenng (rom hiS Sgt. Robert E. O' Malley 
the risk of his own life above tion, he delivered fire against the wounds, , 

Silver Star 

Ambassador 

and beyond the COlli o( duty while enemy until his wounded men In addition to the Medal o( 
serving as squOldleader in Com- were evacuated. Only then, with Honor. Sgt. O'Malley has been 
pany H)", Third Battalion. Third his last mission accomplished did awarded the Purple Heart (WIA 
Marines, Third Marine Division he permit hlmseU to be removed Aug. 18, 1965), the Good Conduct 
(Reinforced), nt.'ar An Cu'ong 2, from the battlefield. By his valor, Medal, Navy Unit Commendation 
South Vietnam on August 18, 1965. leadership and courageous efforts (Starlite), the National Defense 
WhHe leading his squad in the as- In behaU of his comrades, hf' Service Medal, and Vic t n a m d Lodge 

chief sault against a s t r 0 n g I yen· served ItlI - ....... 8'h· .. ell Atwv;ce Medal. . ~ecorates crew 
",Operation Mis,sissippi" landsl 
solid blow to VC breadbasket 

By Cp!. W.L. Chrlstollerson 
DA NANG-Marines on Opera­

lion Mississippi landed a solid 
blow to the Viet Cong's bread­
basket with the discovery and 
captuJ'(' of some 30 tons o{ VC 
rice. 

Discovery of thc rief', hidden 
high in th(' mountains surround­
ing a VC controlled valley some 
40 miles south of Da Nang, came 
on Dec. 4, the sixth day or the 
search and destroy operation. 

Led by two Popular Forces 
(PF) soldiers, members of 2nd 
Battalion, Fifth Marine Regi-

ment, 1st Marint' Division, made The battalion, aided by cngi­
their way up an almost v("rtical neers, cleared a helicopter land­
jungle trail. jng zone atop the mountain so 

There, hidden from at'l'iai view the rice could be removed and 
by dense jungle canopy, was the distributed to civilian refugees. 
cache. in five buildings. Each of Only occasional contact was 
the buildings, which served as made with Viet Cong during the 
bins, contained about 750 cubic operation, OlS the insurgents chose 
feet of grain. to evacuate the area rather than 

The rice had been collpcted by stand and fight. Marine casual. 
the communist insurgents as tax ties were light. 
(rom the (armcl's living in what Eight Viet Cong were killed, 
is known OlS "Antenna Valley" 19 captured. and six rallied to 
to Marines. the government's side during the 

The PFs said the first building operation, In addition, 13 suspect-
found by the Marines was a ed Viet Cong were ap r . 
"way-station," where villagers The ¥~~ines . some 

D d I would drop off the rice. From 1.400 CIvIl Viet, Con~ epen ent s that point Viet Cong laborers contrOl, evacuated them 101 
I and guer l:illa~ would haul the I relocation in, the An Hoa area. 

hous,o n I rice to the storage bins. The opcratiO~, under ,control.of 
, Viet Cong in the area put up the Ninth Marme RegIment, ,m-

G ON H d . t " only a brief battle before £ieeing eluded elements of foul' Manne 
WASHIN T - ea quar CI s . t h d . I regiments 

Marine Corps has published a mot e ense Jung e. ' 

~s~er~lt~c3 d:V~~~;~ts i~r;~~~t~~~~ I B"llly Gra·ham to V"ISI"t I perJ)Onnel may apply for govern- .. 
ment quarters, 

Both officer and enlisted quar- . . , 
tel's arc available in most cast's. I DA NANG _ World-renowned evangelist Dr. BIlly Graham IS 

intC'restcd personnel who qualify I scheduled to be in the DB Nang area to conduct a service on Christ­
fol' such housing should address mas Dar, 
their qUl:'ri£'s to t~e Housi,ng Offi- Chaplain E. Vaughn Lyons, III MAl" Chaplam, o((IClall) <HI-
eel' of the follOWing st~tIons: nounced the plans lor Dr. Graham>; serVIce, Dr. Graham has 

MCB, 29, Palms, Cui .. £.; NAD, completed an ('vangelistic crusade III Berlin, Germany, 
era.ne, Induma; Ft. RIley, !<a~: He hus rt'pf'atedly l'xprf'sscd the desire to speak in Victnmn ~nd 
sas, .. NAS, Olathe~ K a n s a s, now will have the opportunity to do so before thousands of serVIce­
Schlllmg AFB, SOlhnOl , Kansas; f m Saigon to Da Nang. Tentative plans have been in progress 
Loring A,F,B, ~a,ine,; K. ~,Sa.~yel: ~:nw;:ks , and now that it is definite that Graham, along with Cliff 
AFB, Ncw MCXICO, WhIte Sunds B' . and George Beverly Shea are gOing to be in Da Nang 
M · '1 Rang ' New Mexico' at rows , ISSI e '{, , i arrangements arc progressing at full pace, according to Chaplain 
Plattsburgh, AFB, New York ; and L 
James Connally AFB, Texas, yons. . 

Listings reveal that Crane, ~ieut('nOlnl, q-enrral ~, W. Walt, ~olllllla.ndm,g Gener~l o( the,H,I 
Indiana has onh' t'nlisted quar- Manne Amphlbl.ous FOI ce, alon~ .\l.lt!I C~aplam Ja~es ~, K( ~l), 
tns av'ailable: Sawycr AFB in I Chief of Chaplams, Will be participatIng In the servIce \\llh Billy 
Michigan Clnd Holloman AFB in , Graham, . , . 
New Mexico offer only quarters I ,The serVIce \\ III bC' held at the Ampluthcat<'r at 2 p.m. on 
(or officl'rs. Christmas Day, Decemb('r 25 . 

By: Cpl. Bob Pitner 
.DA NANG-Marine Gunnery Sergeant Donald Beaver 

was awarded the Silver Star during ceremonies at III 
Marine Amphibious Force Headquarters, Dec. 1. 

United States Ambassador to the Republic of Viet. 
I nam, Henry Cabot Lodge Jr., presented the decoration to 
the former Marine drill instructor. 

Beaver was flying as crew chief of a CH·46A "Sea 
Knight" helicopter on Sept. 2. -:-----:----,--,------:--:--::-­
The chopper was landing to insert fensive perimeter to fight off at· 
Marines into an enemy infested tacking Viet Congo When a second 
area southwest of Da Nang when chopper arrived to evacuate 
it was hit by an explosive shell them, Beaver manned one of its 
and crashed in flames. machine guns. 

He remained in rcraft 
Although wounded in the left dUrilIg the s required to 

arm during the crash, Beaver ext ryone from the crash 
immediately began car r yin e. At the hospital, he refused 
wounded Marines {~.om - treatment {or his own wounds 
ing aircraft. HI;. ered the until the others had been cared 
plane t ' t rough a break for, 
. uselage. According to the citation: 

After all the Marines had been "His many acts o( heroism were 
removC'd, h(' hf"lped s('t up a de- an inspiration to all who observed 

Right here 
GySgt. Donald Beaver 

points to the place where his 
Sea Knight helicopter hroke 
apart upon crashing, Sept. 2. 
(Photo hy Sgt. Rich Grnscost) 

him and contributed immeasur­
ably to the accomplishment of 
the mission," 

Beaver has also been awarded 
a Navy Commendation Medal 
with Combat "V" and a Purple 
Heart while serving in Vietnam. 

Bonus 
CHU LA! - Corporal Norman 

M, Curtis, a member of Marine 
Air Control Squadron-7, 1st Ma­
rinI.' Aircraft Wing, had a big 
celebration on his birthday-and 
coliedcd more than $7,000. 

Curtis was born Nov. 10, the 
Corps Anniversary and always 
enjoys the celebrations Marine 
associate with that day, This year 
he outdid himself by reenlisting 
for six years on Nov. 10. 

Under the variable reenlistment 
bonus program he received a 
bonus totaling .$7,688.88 - more 
than enough to pay for a new car 
and down payment on a home. 
He also chose. radar school as 
I an opti~ . 
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6,000 pounds mail l~ I Point Comfort citizens 
: live up to their name daily at post office · 

By Sgt. Dave Sturgeon back home has also increased 
PHU BAI-With 6,000 pounds or tremendously. . 

mail and packages arriving at This of course <-'nt31Is round-
3rd Marine Division headquarters the-clock work, because- not only 
daily, the sev('n postal clerks must th~ incoming mail ~c sorte~ 
might be expected to fudge a and delivered, ~hc o~tgomg mall 
mite on their motto, "we- move is also treated m, a hk<-' manner. 
loday's mail today," "!t's sor~ of hkl' a merry·~o-

. rr s ,t W'j round" said Arnold. "If you rc 
Not so With Sta ergt:an 1· t w'orking one it's the other." 

I· E A old and his crew- no . lam . rn . The huge load is also evidenced 
e-ven though the amount IS ex- . . . Th 

.t d t t' I th(' next few In the finance section. e p~r-
pec e 0 rip e , h ' of mon'y ord('rs regls-ks with the Christmas rush. c a!:ie . [ '. 

I FORT POLK, La.-An extra mol'c for the serviceml'n in Vict­
I special Christmas is in storc for 
Calhoun County, Tex .. servicemen 
in Vietnam. The expansive holi­
day spirit stems rrom a map of 
Vietnam. a Marine's mother, a 
rive-cent stamp and a Fort Polk 
soldier. 

A good deed by Specialist 5 Leo 
A. Taylor. assigned to Fort Polk, 
was the stimulus for the forma­
tion of a group pf Calhoun County 

nam. 
As a result of the calls. the 

residents held a meeting, ('Iected 
Mrs. J a h n son president, and 
"Those Who Care" became a 
working organization. 

Membership in the organization 
is unlimited and there arc no 
fees. 

Thc list oC servicemen has bct'n 
expanded to include friends and 
relatives outside Calhoun County. 

wee . 1 mail with tered mall. stamps and Insured I 
TMhe .crus~ OJ. outg·~~~gto the folks mail has increased proportionate- '"!l!llJfd 

arlnes sen 109 gl . Iy as Marines try to beat the :; 
\ Christmas shopping deadline back 

I 
residents. The group. "Those Who 
Care," was organized to provide 
aid and comfort for their service-. h .. men stationed in Vietnam. 

The group assures a constant 
stream of news from home in 
letters to the serviceml'n and 
their friends. 

From Marine . h0r;:,eiar the section hasn't mi>s.d 

b 
Ion the dailr mail calhs. to Sea ee I As soon as the mail plane 
comes in, the section begins sort­

PHU BAI - Harvey Glines is I inK the letters and packages (or 
fighting this war In a dIU.rent pickup by units in the area. Sev· 
way than he did in Korea. eral hours later. the valuable 

Fourteen years ago h(' was bat- mis~ives are .. in the. hands of 
tling North Koreans in the Punch anXIOusly waiting Marines. 
Bowl area as a sergeant with the Arnold and his crew know what 
Seventh Marine Regiment. It means to the troops to get their 

In Vietnam he is a Nav)' Equip. mall promptly-so they came up 
ment Operator 1st Class. with the mott~nd li~~ by ~:. 

5'9 '.n9 .n I Mrs. Johnson had written to 
C,J'. Arnell Hovis, Jr .. of I the Houston POST ACTION LINE 

lSI ANGLICO Del .• FMF- asking where she could obtam a 
. . I' I map of VIetnam. 

P,:,c, examines .u sig 1IIng {e- I Her query was published, 
l'~ce /lsed by V I.e! Cong g/le~- signed Mrs. J .R.J., and the next 
,.,lIus jor shooting at Amert- day she received a most unusual 
can helicoplers. The VC who letter postmarked Fort Polk. 
/lsed Ihis improvised sighl I The letter was addressed to 
...as killed bv an armed ! Mrs. J.R.J., Point Comfort, Tex. 
Marine helicojJler south of A handwritten note on !he cover 
Chu Lai. I said. "Postmaster,. Pomt C~m. 

. ,fort. Tex. Her son IS a Marme. 
(Pholo by Sgl. Earl L. LeWIS) : Initials were all I had." 

A touching letter from a friend 
of Mrs .• Johnson's son read, "It 
came as a shock when I got 
your letters, because most moth­
ers only take time to write their 
own sons. The first thing I want 
to say is. thank you for writing. 
A letter to a guy over here 
means so much." The letter was 
signed, "Sincerely thankful you 
wrote, Joe." 

He supervises a 15-man team 
of Mobile Construction Battalion 
"Seabees" supporting the lst Bat· 
talion, Third Marine R8IIImelll 
which is fighting Viet Cong and 
North Vietnamese Army soldiers 

Pago Marine 
I A brief note inside read, "Saw 
your question in the morning 

: issue of the Houston Post. I just 
happened to havesomt:- copies of 
a map of Vietnam-so here you 

Taylor's spare map o( Vietnam 
and note of kindness, following 
the route of compassion he knows 
so well, helped comfort a worried 
mother and starled a Christmas 
cheer heard In the Orient. 

The nole oniy had Inilia to 
Identify the addressee 

near Khe Sanh. 
He and his crew have built 

roads, bunkers, fighting holes and 
maintained an airfield for Ma~ 
rines at the important 
just a (ew miles south of the 
and only five miles from the 
border. The Marines DalrOU"'K 
the surroundl.,. 
enemy acces'S 
routes into Vietnam 

Glines 
Marine 

First of many 
Cpl. James H. English (left) of 3d Shore Parly Bn" 

walches Sgl. Harold J. Ber/in of Ihe 3dMarDiv personnel 
olfice. Iype the papers Ihal will exlend Itis Vielnam ol'erse,!s 
lour for six month.. English will gel a 30-c1ay leal'e at IllS 

/rome ;n Alexalldria, VfI. He a/Teat-/l' 11;9 J 7 IUOQ'ht:hr Vietnam 
lIlld is one of the firsl o,-no Ma,HlPlron rTie"1J;vilf!lJ! who 
lI'i/l be /liking a,/vantage of I~e DOD "Free leave" policJo. 

. (Photo by LCpl. W. R. Degnan) --
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foods 

~' tIledr wet clolilel. 
wasn't too worrIed 

resupply. 
Sergeant Talfuh Leeato (Pago, 

Pago, Amerlean Samoa) saw 
plenty of natural food around him. 
him. 

Ho dug up lome plant roots 
which baked over hot coals tasted 
just like sweet potatoes. He soon 
had a canteen cup full of green 
bananas cooking In boiling water. 
Other bananas were wrapped in 
palm leaves and baked In hot 
coals from u.. fire. Wild onions 
make a dellclOllll 10Up. 

Everyone lOon realized that 
("ven if the resupply hE'licop1l'rs 

make it. there. would be 
Marines. 

Lucky man 
CHU LAI-Private First Class 

Leonard Roberson considers him­
self a very lucky man. 

The 19-year-old Marine from 
Weapons Platoon, "C" Company, 
1st Battalion, Fifth Marines. lst 
Marine Division, was on an op­
eration when his platoon was hit 
by sniper fire from two sides. 

" rived al the correct d Inatlon. 
A long time ago thr wise men 

also carried gifts and arrived at 
their destlnau.m with only the 
help of a star. -----

Air strike 
CHU LAI - A ml •• lon, flown 

two Marine fighter attack 
Vlot.c.. kI1lIf4 

~~:.~~u~ weapon posl-

R. Nan, flight 
mission flown in 
III Marine Am· more con· support 

other pea- phlbious 
pie, and together In a Phantom jet 

led the F4B 
on a Viet 

of cooperation, this would cer· Cong trenchline. 
talnl), be a better world to live The two destroyed 80 per cent 
in." of the trench line and a four cave 

The Port Lavaca Wave news- complex from which communist 
paper, serving Calhoun County troops were firing on friendly 
and Point Comfort, printed an forces. 
article about the request and Captain James P. Faulkner 
prompt an s w e r. Thc pebble was wingman for the flight. 
dropped In the pool began to Captain William T. Bridgham, 
make waves. Several people read and Second Lieutenant Bobby D. 
the article. called Mrs. Johnson Cole flew as Naval flight oWcel's 
and_e_x_p_r~ssed interest in dO_~i:::n::g:.;:.du::r~in:::g~t:::h:.e_s:::t::.n:::·k:;:e::.. -;;-_-:;;;-,;; 

"We were crossing a rice pad­
dy when they (snipers) opened up I 
on us. The builets were hitting 
all around me and were pretty 

Two nation team 
u. S. and Korean Marines team lip Dec. 1 to plot air 

slrikes at a forward comb", base south of Chu Lai. Left 10 right 
are: Lee Kil Boo, Lee lun Muring. LCpl. ThotrUls Dwyer II, 
P'·I. James W. Jones and ClIN, Lee Thoong Kyoo, CO of 1st 
Co., lSI Bn., 2d ROK Marine Brigade. The U. S. Marines 
ar.' . forward air conlrollers lfifh J SI Air Naval Gun!ire 
LIII/son Co., FMFPac, arracbed !'\.,the 2nd Brigade. 

I 
close." Roberson said. 

An hour later the M a J' i n e 
opened his pack for a meal or I 
C-raUons and discovered a hole 
in one of the canll. A sniper's 
buIlet had gone through th,' side 
of his pack, Into the can. and out · 

. the back of the pack. (PIKI/i by Sgl. Earl L. Lewis) 



Gen. Elwood named 
as replacement for 
Chief of Staff Post 

Brig<Hlier General Jonas M. of Merit with Combat "V" while 
Platt, Chief of Staff, lIT Marine serving as commanding officer 
Amphibious For C c, has been 
transferrcd to the United Stales of 1st Battalion. 5th Marines and 
awaiting furthcr assignmcnt. He Assistant G·3, 1st Marine Divi­
'has been I'cpiaccd by Bl'iguctier sion. 
Gl'neral Hugh M. Elwood, for - . . I 

m('r Assistant Commanding Gen- H~ w<:m ~IS s7ca~~d "LeglO,~ of 
erai 1st Marine Air Wing I Mellt. With to.mbat V far ~ut- I 

, . ' standmg serVIce as Commanding 
General Platt arnved hl're lust GeneraL Assistant Division Corn­

November to assume command mand Group" from Nov. 10, 19li5 
of the newly form~'d Ta~k Force to March 15. 1961i. During that 
Delta at Chu Lal. While com- period, Cl'n. Platt organized the 
mandE'r o[ the. [ore(', he was defense of the Chu Lai airfidd; 
award~d the SI~ver Star Medal was instrumental in gaining thE' 
[or Ius "eonsplcuoUS gallantry trust and confidence of officials 
a.nd intl'(>pidity" during Opera- of the Vietnamese Army's Sec­
tIOn Harvest M.oon, conducted and Divbion; and led combined 
s.outh of Chu Lal. ln the opera- U,S. Marine Corps and Vietnam­
lion, he ('ommande~ a 4,000 man ese troops into battle against the 
combat. forc~ WhICh scored a Viet Cong, He was cited parlicu­
"smashlllg vIctory" against the larly for his rol e as commander 
cnemy. of Task Force Delta during Op-

In Korca, he won the Legion craUon Utah last March. 

Across the rice paddy 
LCpl. Michael L 1. Gribbon, 'scout for "8" Co., 1st 8n" Serenth Marines, leads (/ ~rollp 

vf Marines lJcrOSS a rice paddy during a sea ... ch and destroy operation west of Quang Nglli. 
Gribbon, who has been wounded three times during a previolls Vietnam tour , received urders 
10 1I Marine Ifnit .\'fationed on Okinawa. (Photo hy SSgf. R , E. Wilson) 

3/1 Holds County Fair 
By Sgt. Jerry Simmons 

DA NANG - Two Viet Cong 
were killed and two others cap­
tured during a County Fair Op­
eration held by the 3rd Battalion, 
First Marine Regiment. 1st Ma­
rine Division. 

While the villagers gathered at 
the collection point, Tra Khe was 
searched by an ARVN unit for 
Viet Cong-two were captured. 

That evening the villagers re­
mained at the collection point in 
tents. During the night Viet Cong, 
who remained hidden in the viI­

their homes, soap, rice and other 
items were distributed, 

The count.,)' fa ir ended at noon, 
Dec. 7, 

----
Lamplighters 

The operation began Dec. 6 as ., .... t:.:~;:~~A!· ~'*~Marines Sllt'-,;; of 'i'Mt Khe 
, tried to escape and a fire CHU LAI - The' song "The 

Old Lamp Lighter" may bring 
'it.'.!;~~~;rp1i1'1"""",~"",","~..!,~fo~n~d~~m~('mories how('v(.'l', to four 

BGen. Jonas M. Platt, Chief of Stall, III Marine Am­
phibious Force, chats with LtGen. L. W. Walt, CG, III MAF 
lind the Bishop of Da Nang, His Excellency, Peters Chi, 
a/ 1/ fl/rell'ell pllrty lit the 111M A F Ollicers Club . 

Operation Pawnee ", 

VC attack dispersed 
by mortars, rockets 

By SSgt. Norman MacKenzie 

(2). At 6:45 a.m. ents of the 
59th Regional Force of Vietnam· 
eSe moved through the village. 

As the national fo'rces checked 
villagers, Marines set up a dis­
pensary, kitchen and other tents. 
By noon, 400 Vietnamese were at 
the collection point. 

New VMO-2CO 

o.f Ma~ AWeT1.'\it ~ 
on -13 it is more than just a sopg 

. Three Viet bccaw;l' their job is kl'L'ping 
Cong popped up only 20 m eters lamps lit. 
from his fighting hole at his chal- In this case it is smudge pots 
lenge. 

Funclli killed one and wounded used to light the runway in case 
of power failure or bad weather, 

two others. Later, one af the Each morning 304 pots arc col-
wounded was found dead. lected, deaned and refilled. Dur-

In addition to the kills, five ing the aftemoon they are distri· 
I hand g l' e n a des and several buted along the runway and taxi· 

rounds of ammunition, two M-14 ways and lig hted at dusk. 
DA NANG - Lie utenant Colo- magazines and pouches were At intervals during the night 

nel William F. Ranell took com- taken. Two cartridge belts and each pot is checked to make sure 
mand of Mar i n e Observation documents were also captured. it is burning and hasn't run out of 
Squadron·2 from Major Robert A, Captain J 0 s e p h W. Gibbs, fut'\. 
Plamondon during informal cere- civil affairs officer, said 400 Viet- "It isn't the cleanest 

monies at the Marble Mountain namese were given me d i c ~,:lmwJO~I"!~d~,~,,~~~p~n~'v~at:te~~. ~:~~q'g Air Facility, Dec. L Major Plam· treatment and fed d uri n g the Robert 
ondon will remain with VMD 2 operation. 
as specia l projects officer. Before the villagers returned 

Bronze Star PHU BAr-Expert employment of 60mm mortars and 
3.5 rockets were instrumental in dispersing a VC attack 
last week during Operation Pawnee III. The Leathernecks 
killed seven Viet Congo : . 

An estimated 70 to 80 VC opened up from a bombed· 
out pagoda and brush along the beach line just before 

PHU BAI-Staff Sergeant Wal­
IClce D. Lloyd was presented the 
Bronze Star Medal last week for 
heroic achievement against ene­
my [orces. 

dusk, More VC {ired from a -. - . . t P .. P 
mountain on the Madnc positions. In action , C01p01a . ellY . 

. W I E S k Marino squad leader, directed the 
Captam avera Y . Y ~s , [irC'. 

.lr. a compan~ commander. With "1 saw five men running from 
th~ 2nd BattalIon, ~6th RegIment the pagoda where the mortars 
said, "My s~ppo~·tIng arms had were landing," said M a I' i n o. 
never been ftred 111 anger bdore, " They headed for a rock forma­
but when the comp~ny came ~n- tion to the right. so I spotted my 
del' he~vy .automatIc and small fir e there" he said. I 
arms ftre from ~he blanks, the "Corpor'al SouthW01'th's lcad('l'· 
troops sl't up thell: weapons and ship in directing accurate mortar 
were on target With th(> second fire was instrumental in routing I 
round." . the VC from that position," said 

"1 had just picked out good fIr- Capt. Sykes, "And M.uino's pin­
ing positions for my mortars point fire into the rock formations 
when w(' were hit on the left around the pClgoda kept the elll'-\ 
flank," said Corporal Ronald H. my on the run," he said, 
Southworth. When thc VC hit, they <"('ntl'l'~d 

Southworth said he spotted their fire on the machint' gun and 
about 10 men in a pClgoda 300 rocket positions, but once thc 
yards to his front. As section mortars wer(' in action the cnc­
leader. he imm('diately directed ID11 started to run and tht, I~OCk('ts 
his men to adjust for a 300 yard convinced them to keep gOIng. 
range. The company was b.locking. a 

Meanwhil(" the :\.5 rocket s,c- valley between two hills w~ile \ 
Han, also under prt'SSU1:e from another c0":lpany was SWl'eplllg 
the flank and I'('al', had I~ guns through a nUage. 

In the middle 
Village children crowd around PFC Allell R. Sells oj 

/S1 Bn" Sel'emh Marines after Marines vf the 1st Bn" rescued 
twv Vietnamese families from VC guerrillas in Van Thong, 
solltll of Cilll Lai. (I'lloto by PFC Keith /-loll) 

He was cited £01' hi s actions 
I last August when two companies 
or North Vietnamese soldiers at­
tacked his "G" Battery, 2nd 

I Battalion, Twelfth Regiment artil­
lery position near Cam Lo. _ 

During the battle, Lloyd super-

I 

vised ammunition resupply 10 the 
howitzers in his battery while ex­
posed to enemy fire. 

When Marines were wounded. 
Lloyd gathered other men and 
rushed to their aid despite hand 
grenades, .md small arms fire 
sweeping the area. He supervised 
the first i::Iid and evacuation of 
wounded , 

His citation reads in part: "His 
courage and bold determination, 
along with his complete disregard 
for his own safety throughout the 
action, served as an example to 
all. ,. 

TIll' medal was presented by 
Maior General W,E, Kyle, 3rd 
Marine Division commander. 
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Silort Rountls 
h 

. I King. although aware of th~ ! 
T ree timer Viet Cong firepower, made an­

other run on the initial tal·get. 
DA NANG-Sergeant Edward Flying through the intense fire : 

L. McFarland, a member of Ma- he destroyed the target. 
rille Aircraft Group-H's utilities Another flight appeal'('d OV(;!I' I 
:;ection. is in Vietnam for the target. King, the only one aware 
third time. . of the second Viet Cang gun POSi- 1 

His first introduction to VI.ct- lion, immediately took command 
,nam came as a member of a flve of the new flight. 
man assistance t~am in July ~964. He exposed his plane to th(' I 
From then until Novcmbl'l of weapon to draw its fire so his 
that year h(' worked on the. <:011- win g man could observe the I 
struction of heavy field fOl'tlfIca- . 

d b 'd P' to n SOUl C€'. 1ions an n ges. nor co -. . d' h' ., 
struction. it was often necessary KIng then rema~ne l~ t l al c~ 
for him to deal' the :irea of to control the all' stnkcs until I 
mines. the gun was destroyed. 

Completing this assignment, his Two days later, after th€" area 
team was reassigned to Okinawa had been checked, it was discov­
and then to a Marine Unit afloat ered that four anti·aircraft guns 
off Vietnam coast. h,ad been destroyed on the mis'I' 

In early spring 1965 he arrived stOn. 
again in Vietnam with his unit. 
lIe supervised and installed, ,U 

gin pole for moving heavy loads 
from amphibious landing ('raft to 
land. A gin pole is a hand operat-
ed crane comprised of a large 
piece of timber on a pivot guided 
iby three rope lines. A block and 
',tackle is used as the gin pole's 
lifting device. 

During this assignment he was 
also called UpOIl to use explosives 
in the construction of roads. 

May 1965 found McFarland at 
Camp Lejeune. N.C .. where he 
finished first in the l3-week com­
bat engineers' school. H(' was 
n~eritoriously promoted to COl'PO­
ral for this achievement. 

Upon completing school he re­
.ceivcd his orders to the First Ma­
trine Aircraft Wing. 

Liberated 
CHU LAI-Two new families 

arrived in Phuoe Thuan village 
Nov. 29, Tired but happy. they 
told of their liberation from Viet 
Cong captivity by Marines of "8" 
Company. 1st Battalion. Se"enth 
Marines. 1st Marine Division, 

The Viet Cong carried out a 
long-standing threat in the ham­
lets of Van Tuong (I) and (2) 
by kidnapping the families of 
Vietnamese Popular Forces (PF) 
soldiers .s tat ion e d in Phuoc 
Thuan. They hoped to use tht.' 
captives as hostages in an at­
t(;mpt to cnd cooperation between 
the PFs and the Marines. who 
1,avc worked well tog e t h (' I' 

Clgainst the ('ommunists. 
Reports of lhl' capture reached 

the Ma:'incs on Nov. 28. 
A I't?'lcue operation was 01'­

gan'zed and tnt' company moved 
out at midnight toward Van 
Tucng, 

After a night mi::ll't;n o£ 5000 
mctcl's. search and blocking 'ch~­
ments were set up; the search 
was under way before dawn. 

Two VC wel'l' killed as thE' Ma­
rines moved through the area-one 
arpH'd with an Amel'iean rifle. 

When the ham let s were 
sel'lIt'ed. the people werp assem· 
bled, As the PFs identified their 
fa mil i C 5, hamlet officials ex­
plained the rescue operation to 
1h(' villagers, 

"B" Company escorted the lib· 
el'<1tcd families back to Phuoc 
Thu;)n, where a civic action pro­
gl'nm is underway to aid the peo­
p!c, 

OFC 
CHU LAI-Captain Gordon R. 

King was awa rded the Distin­
guished Flying Cross for "excep­
tional gallantry in aerial flight" 
Dec. 2, at Marine Ail' Group 12 
Headquarters for his actions last 
Ju:y. 

On July 24. King and two otheJ' 
pilots flew their A4E "Skyhawks" 
10 a target 60 miles north of Da 
Nang. 

The target. an anti-aircraft 
weapon, poured heavy fir<' at the 
incoming jets. and King noticed 
his wing taking additional fin' \ 
fl'om another I'ile. 
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New record 

More SgtS. 
According to a recent Issue 

of NAVY TIMES, for (hI' 
seccnd lime In four months. 
the Marine Corps will be 
promoting a sizabh' numbt'r 
of corporals to sergeant. Ef· 
fecUvl' Dec. t, th~' Corps is 
eXI)ectcd to I)fOll1ote mOrt' 
than t)700 cU1'porals tn S(,1'-

The U. S. Navy Hospital Ship cruising off the coast of South Vietllam, as seen 
from a UH-34D helicopter of HMM-36l. 1st MAW chopper IS on the flight deck. 
The REPOSE boasts model'll hospital facilities, staffed by highly trained doctors, nurses and 
corpsmen. With the aid of helicopters, emergency medical treatment is only minutes away for 
casualtie., of the Vietnam conflict. (Photo by Sgt. R. C. Hathaway) 

NewCommCO 

Floating home 
DA NANG - Five pilots and 

five crew m~mbel's of Marine 
Medium Helicopter Squadron·164 
will have a "floating home" dul'­
ing the Christmas season. 

Departing from the Marble 
Mountain Ail' Facility Dec. 6, 
they new to the USS Point De­
fiance, a landing ship dock. They 
will spend the rest of December 
flying two of the squadron's cn-

Major James H. Bird, Com- 46A "Sea Knight" helicopters 
manding Officer. 7th Communica- from the ship along th(' coast of 
tion Battalion, First Marine Div· Vietnam, 
ision. has turned over his com- All 10 Marines volullh'erl'd for 
mand to Lieutenant Colonel Wi!- the assignment. 
Ham M. eleU'and. Major Bird has Marine pilots arc trained to 
been I'l;!assigned duties with the make landings on ships at sea, 
Communication Electronics Of- but most have had little oppol'lu-
fitC'. I nity to do so in Vietnam. 

R.adar scope 
GySgt. Richard E. Billings keeps a close watch on the 

flight of II friendly uircraft, on {/ radar scope in the control 
center of MACS-7 at the Ky Hu airfield, Suuth Vietnam. 

(Photo hr Sgt. R. C. Hathl/ll'ClY) 



Born to be Marine 
By: CpJ. Dan LuBell 

DONG HA-The Marines moved like a well-oiled 
machine as they forged their way through dense hedgerows 
on a search and sweep mission. 

North Vietnamese soldiers (NVA) were hiding some­
where in the village complex which spread in front of them. 

The platoon commander was everywhere directing his 
squad leaders' movements. It was important that the squads 
remained linked together.' To be -- --- - --­
separated in this hedgerow maze out-the, ra.dioman ~as wounded. 
meant trouble. The Marines , not By thIS hmp the lieutenant had 
knowing which direction it was reached th('m, and with the help 
safe to fire, would give the NVA of anothel' Marine pulled them 
a big edge. off the dike. Ther carried them 

Automatic rifle firc blasted out back to medical aid. 
from houses across the rice paddy Within st.'conds, McCourt re­
to the front. With the sound of I turned to direct his men in the 
the first shot. Second Lit'utenant attack. 
Edward McCourt wt!nt into high Tht! Marines rushed forward 
gear. H<.' quickly got his mcn into pouring out a terrific volumt' of 
position to attack. fire which drove the NVA into 

~ ----

As th('. "1" Company, Third the dense jungl<,. 
Regiment plCltoon prepart'd to as- When the village sweep was 
sault the enemy position , one of over. the 3rd Division platoon had 
the men was hit and fell across accounted for three <.'nemy killed; 
a rice paddy dike in line with and five packs, two automatic 
('nemy fire. weapons and three scmi-Cluto-

300 pounds of appreciation 
LtCol. P. G. McMahon (right), CO, VMA-3//, passes 011/ Chris/fIlas decorated coffee ca",. 

containing cakes and cookies fa members of the squadron. The sweets, weighing approximately 
300 pounds, were sent as II Christmas present by the Simi Valley High School home economics 
class, Simi, Calif., in appreciatioll for the squadron's service in Vietnam. 

McCourt ran forward to pull the matic rifles captured, , 
wounded rillt'man off the dike Securing the village was just 
but was too fCir away to rt'ach part of McCourt's second war. At 
him. the age of Hi he was large enough 

The platoon radioman left his to fool a Marine recruiter. By 
position to go to the wounded the time the Corps found out his 
man's aid. . true age, McCourt was a rifle­

The North Vietnamese gunner man in Korea. 
Chow relief ducks bullets 

sent another stream of . bullets He was discharged immediate--d - -- Ily. As soon as he reached 17 he 

Goo at· enlisted again. e mg I This marks his second (our in 
• Vietnam. During the first he was 

In store a staff serg"an!. As soon as he 

By LCpi Philip lIamer 
1 was commissioned, he voluntarily 
returned for a second tour. 

CHU LAl-There's good eating 
in store for the people of Trung Amphibian tractor 
An. American-style vegetables 

By Cpi. .Bob Pitner 
DA NANG-When Hospitaiman 

Third Class Brian Gooch relieved 
the duty corpsman for lunch at a 
Marine helicopter squadron he 
expected to spend less than a 
hour on the flight line. 

Instead, he spent more than 

three hours flying medical evacu­
ation missions and ducking Viet 
Cong bullets. 

Gooch had just arrived at the 
squadron area at noon Dec. 5, 
when the medical evacuation 
chopper was caBed to rescue a 
wounded Marine several miles 

are growing in the hamlet. 
Thanks to the cooperative ef­

forts of local residents and a 1st 
Marine Division c i viI affairs 
team, Trung An may soon be the 

Mathe·m·atically; it shouldn't flo!at 
garden spot of the Chu Lai area. By Sgt. Da\'(' Small chinegun mounted 

southwest of here. The plane 
launched as soon as the corps­
man was aboard. 

When the aircraft landed to 
pick t.he Marine UP. the landing 
zone was I'eceiving fire from eoe· 
my positions 50 yards away. 
Gooch leaped from the chopper 
and. assisted the casualty inside 
while bullets/eng overhead. 

The Ma)'itfe had been delivered 
to a naval medical facility and 
the piane was on its way home 
when it was called back. 

A Vietnamese boy who had 
been treated for a broken arm, 
and his mother, needed transpor-

Seed, fertilizer and advice con- "PHU BAI-It weighs " ton!!!, te '8e&. a.....cle.a.r.er vtew 
tributed by the Americans have carries six mOre of men and my position than cart 
been combined with Vietnamese equipment and is equally at home from ground level, and 

rr~:f."r..:~~;::~~~;U;;:":f1;4,t~a~II~· o~n from. the hospital to An 
in the . sooner ate second mis-

land, labor and enthusiasm to on Jand and sea-even though rines have a formidable weapon. 
start a unique project. mathematically it isn't supposed Around the Thuan An peninsula 

On Nov. 23 Army First Licute- to float. near Hue where Shaffer's "A" 
nant James C. Davis and Army The versatile amphibian trac· Company, is operating, rivers 
Sergeant Jerome L. Baker, both tar is being used by Marines for and rice paddies make travel by 
attached to the Civil Affairs Sec· I river patrols, search and sweep '. 
lion, 1st Marine Division, super- operations that require rapid ~" ,~ 
vised the planting. movement through delta country, ' 

Less than a week later the over rice pa~di~s, ~nd through 
plants had broken through the marshy t~~ralO .10 Vietnam. 
soil and were growing rapidly. In addltl~n, It tr~nsports 34 

"We expect a fine crop of vege- combat-e~~lpped M~rm~s ashore 
tables," Baker said, "things real- on amphibIOUS landlOgs. 
ly grow in this climate." For Corporal Ronald D. Sha.f-

The expe~imental garden ft!a- ~~m:~e huge sted monster IS 

tures a varIety of common vege- "We don't have to worry about 
ta.bles, most of t~em nf'W to the shelter or carrying aUf gear on 
VIe~namese . Turmps, okra, pe.as, our ' backs while in the field. 
f3;dlsh.es and carrots ar~ growmg We've got plenty or room to car­
With I~WS .of corn,. ~e.ets: cuc.um. ry a cot, food, and other neces­
bers, squash and chill p~ppels .. sities," the 1st Amphibian Trac-

If a!l goes well, the pliot proJ- tor Battalion Marine said. 
ect Will lead to anothe~ garden On sw(:'cp and search opera­
large enough (or the entire ham- tions the amtrac will sometimes 
let. "This is something new in the drop off a platoon when contact 
area. We hope the program works is made. Then it will slide around 
out and can be sp~~ad t? ot~er the enemy flank and drop the re­
hamlets down here, DaVIS saId. mainder of the troops as it block­

ing force. By foot the particular 
manuever would be difficult-if 
not impossible-to pull orE in the 
rain inundated terrain. 

Big man 
PHU BAl-He's just a little guy 

(his health record reads: height: 
64·'; weight: 135). but to men of 
the Marine artillery unit at Khe 
Sanh, he's a mighty ",big" man. 

He's their corpsman. "Doc" to 
all hands. 

Add to this ability the firrpow­
er provided by a .30 caL rna-

Volunteers 
DA NANG - Marine ground 

troops serving in Vietnam are 
often curious as to how they can 
become helicopter gunners. Many 
of them are not aware that flying, 
while important, is merely one 
of the jobs performed by most 
gunners. 

~.-"." . 
BRIEFING-Cpl. 
river patrol with his driver. 

terrain," said Shaffer. "Our trac· sion been completed when the 
tors can cross a 30-foot trench chopper was diverted to an area 
or climb a 70 per cent grade, so north of Da Nang where South 
we don't run into too much that Vietnamese forces had suffered 
can stop us," he said. casualties in a battle with the 

II Viet Congo The plane stood by 
until it ran low on fuel and re­
turned to base. 

It was after three p,m. when 
Gooch relinquished the "med 
evac" plane to the man he had 
relieved for lunch. 

Thanksgiving 
~'nrd 

I "-"..", ",.,,,." mortar rounds 
position," Pri­

vate First Class Alan L . Rau 
"continued firing on the enemy 
until the attack was repelled ... " 

It was Aug. 17, when Rau was 
on guard duty. 

For his heroic achievements 
that night the young Marine was 
awarded the Bronze Star Medal 
with Combat "V" on Thanksgiv· 
ing Day near Da Nang. 

According to the citation ac­
companying the me d a I, Rou 
"boldly opened fire" on "heavily 
armed elements of the Viet Cong 
attacking force who had penetrat­
'ed the wire near his position." 
, He killed three of the enemy 
in the darkness, and by his ac~ 
lions contributed in a large meas· 
ure to preventing destruction of 
essential fuel supplies and avert­
ing casualties among his fellow 
Marines. 

Colonel George C. Schimdt. 
commanding officer of rear cle­
ments oC the 3rd Marine Division, 
pinned the medal on Rau's chest 
during ceremonies at the 3rd Mo· 
tor Transport Battalion command 
post. 

Navy Hospital Corpsman First 
Class .Jerry Griffith is in Vietnam 
for the second time. He took care 
of the aches and pains of Marines 
in Marine Air Group 16 from Sept. 
1965 to May ]966 before returning 
to the U.S. Griffith flew in heli­
copter's on ]34 medical evacua­
tion hops, bringing wounded Ma­
rines from battle areas to bat­
talion aid stations during the pe­
riod. The 26-year-old Corpsman 
was awarded five Air Medals. 

Griffith voluntarily returned to 
Vietnam in August. He has been 
at Khe Sanh since S('ptembcr. 

For c x amp 1 e, the five· man 
paralort section of Marine Obser­
vation Squadron-2 arc all volun­
teer gunners on the squadron's 
"H u e y" helicopters. The i r 
primary job, however, is that of 
flight equipment men. J stAmTracBn. Marines operate 

The unit is ('urrently attached 
to the 1st Marlne Division near 
Da Nang. 

To date, the five Marines have 
earned 13 Air Medals. 

near Hue in support of 3d Marine Division infantrymen. 
(Photo by Cpl. Ron Maholley) SEA TIGER 7 
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Na:vy Cross winner 
By Lepl. Fred Mihelic . my bunker armed only with his 

MCAS CHERRY POINT, N.C.- bayonet and hand grenades." 
This nation'!; second hi g h cst Alvin says that halfway to the 
award for valor was presented bunker he ran out of ammuni­
here Nov. 30 to a 20-year-old na- tion and had to play 'dead' while 
tive of Concord, Massachusetts. the Viet Cong took repeated shots 
who alone and armed only with at him. Then suddenly the cne­
a bayonet fought his way through my's anti-aircraft weapon was 
the enemy to capture a Viet Cong also out of ammunition, and the 
bunker. ves worked furiously to reload 

Lance Corporal Alvin S. La- I it. . . 
Pointe is an unassuming young Alvl,n W 0 I' k (' d r~l'lousl.y too, 
man barely out of adOlescence. ! sheddmg most of Ius eqUipment 
but he played a hero's role on S? ~s to crawl" f~st~r. As the 
March 28, 1966 about 25 miles I CitatIOn states, wlthm ten feet 
south oC Chu Lai. Ask the survi. of the emplacement. he fearlessly 
VOl'S from his 30-man platoon who and aggressively leaped into the 
were harassed by the enemy he position, and landing astride the 
finally tamed. 1 gun, stabbed and killed the gun-

Or ask Alvin LaPointe himself, ne,~'.. . 
who continued under fire after Seem~ hIS comrade .kllled, the 
protective covering had vaniS.·hCd. ! sccom:l '!let Cong ~l~d mto a tun­
IC you could, you might ask the nel withm ~h~ posItIon .. Cou~·age­
now dead Viet Cong who saw him ous and obhvl~us to the Il!lm~nent 
coming seemingly right through danger, LaPOl!1te u~hesltatmgly 

A song the troops 
Singer Frances Langford entertains Marines of the 2nd Bn., Seventh Marines, 1st Marine 

Division at Chu Lai during a USO-sponsored tour 0/ Vietnam. Accompanying the well-known 
entertainer are singer-guitarists John Cousins alui Tony Romano. 

their hurried bullets. followed and killed hIm. 
Alvin was 19 in March of this I . "!hl'ough .his ~~traordinaf:Y ini­

year. He was two years out of tIative and InspirIng .valor m the 
high school and two years a Ma- Cace of .almost certam dea~h: he 
rine. After being sent to Vietnam saved hl~ comrades from mJury 
in July of 1965, LaPointe was and pOSSible loss of hfe ~nd en­
attached to "C" Company of the ahled the. platoon to se.l~e ~~d 
7th Marines, serving as an auto- hold the vital enemy posltJon. 

(Photo by PFC fohn T. Lloyd) 

DA NANG - Brigadier General 
Robert G. Owens Jr., holder of 
the Navy Cross and a Marine 
Corps • Ace,' assumed duties as 
Assistant Wing Commander, 1st 
Marine Aircraft Wing, here Dc­
cember 2. 

He relieved Brigadier General 
Hugh M. Elwood who has been 
reassigned as Chief-o{-StaCf, III 
Marine Amphibious Force. 

The 49-year-old native of Green­
ville, S.C., graduated from Fur­
man University with a BS degree 
in 1939. Enlisting in the Marine 
Corps Reserve in August of that 
year, Gen. Owens was assigned 
to the aviation cadet program at 
Pensacola, Fla .• and on June 12, 
1940, was designated a Naval 
Aviator and commissioned a Ma· 
rine second lieutenant. 

Ice maker 

The general was serving with a 
Marine bomber squadron at Pearl 
Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. 

During the Pacific fighting he 
commanded a Marine fig h t e r 
squadron flying missions in the 
Solomon Islands, New Georgia, 
and Bismarck Archipelago areas. 
earning the Distinguished Flying 
Cross with four gold st~rs, and 
12 awards of the Air Medal. He 
earned the Navy Cross when 
downing three enemy aircraft, 
and is credited with a total of 
seven enemy planes kills. 

The Purple Heart Medal was 
awarded to him (or wounds re­
ceived in action over RabauL De­
spite his wounds he succeeded 
in landing his crippled aircraft 
in the water where a rescue plane 
picked him up. 

His post-World War II Marine 
Corps career includes command 
of two fighter squadrons, opera-

DONG HA-Marine units fight- tions officer and executive officer 
ing near the demilitarized zone of a Marine helicopter group, 
have a Birmingham, Ala., gunnery commanding oUicer of a carrier 
sergeant to thank for a unique air group, and commanding offi­
and welcome gift-2,OOO pounds of cer of a composite Marine air 
ice daily. group. In addition he has' had 

Gunnery Sergeant W. L. Hoi- two tours of duty at Headquar­
comb of FLSU pulled the first tel's Marine Corps and served for 
blocks of ice (rom a machine two years as Air OUicer, 2d Ma­
destined lo't the scrap heap, on rine Division. 
Nov. 10, the 191st annivl'rsary of A graduate of the National War 
the Marine Corps. College and the Air War College 

The heavy machinery mechanic G~."-. Owens also served with the 
look the "junked" machine apart Jomt Ch\d~ of Staff, first as a 
and used parts from scrapped memb~r of the 'Pacific Division 
vehicles and machines to rebuild Op~rat10!l Directorate, Qnd. fol­
it. He w 0 r ked for ' 12 straight lowmg hiS promotion to briga.d.\~1:' 
hours to meet a sel£-i m p 0 sed general on July I, 1965, assumed 
deadline-the birthday' celebra- new duties as Deputy Director 
!ions. for Commands Areas, .J-3. the 

lie beat the deadline. billet he filled prior to assuming 
The first 2,000 pounds were de- his present duties. 

Hvcred to Marine messes along I In recognition of his duties with 
the DMZ in time for the tradi- the Joint Staff, he was awarded 
tional Marine birthday dinners. the Legion of Merit. 

His reason sufficient 
PHU BAI - He's a company commander in the Third Marine 

Regiment. 3.rd Marine Division. 
Tall, whipcord thin , with a serious face and deep-set eyes that 

never stop moving, he's reponsible for the actions of more than 
150 fighting men operating only a few miles from the demilitarized 
zone and just five miles from the Laotian border. 

His men aggressively patrol the jungle and canopied rorest neal' 
Khe Sanh, in search of elusive Viet Cong and North Vietnamese 
Army soldiers ~ttempting to infiltrate into the Republic of Vietnam 
from the DMZ and Laos. 

He is Captain C. G .• Jordan, Naval Academy graduate class of 
t63. He has been in Vietnam since Sept. 1965 and has volunteered 
for his second tour of duty here. 

Why? Fighting is his business and this is where the action is 
right now. This is where a career officer will make his mark, now. 

8 SEA TIGER 

malic rifleman. Lance CorPlJral Alvin LaPointe 
Charlie Company took part in h.as been a. member of ~he S.ta­

Operation Indiana, March 28-30, hon Operat~ons and Englneermg 
1966 in the Province of Quang ~quadron s1l1ce July: He works 
Ngai, Vietnam. On the morning In the weapons sectIOn. 
of the 28th, Alvin LaPointe was While in Vietnam, the Nav~' 
dropped by helicopter, along with Cro.5s winner participated in six 
150 othel' Marines onto one of maJor combat engagements from 
the hills dotting that region. August 1965 to May, 1966. 

BGen. Owens 

Scholarships 
available 

The New York Marine. Corps 

The Marines didn't expect too 
I much opposition, and they swept 
, through a rice paddy and village 
with little trouble. But an oppos­
Ing hill bE"yond was something of 
a bee's nest; as Alvin states, "All 
hell broke loose." 

According to the citation, "La­
Pointt"s platoon came under an 
intense volume of well aimed 
automatic weapons fire." 

Alvin by this time had crawled 
out ahead of the rest of the pla­
toon. He doesn't know how he got 
out thl'l'e. As he puts it, he was 
simply too "busy shooting back 
at the enemy" to realize his 
position. 

LaPointe's citation continues, 
"While engaged in vicious hand 
to hand combat, LaPointe ob­
served an enemy anti-aircraft 
weapon raking his squad with a 
murderous volume of accurate 
firc. FaCing almost certain death, 
he heroically crawled across the 
fire swept slope toward the ('ne- LCpl_ Alvin LaPointe 

Scholarship Foundation was in- H d f h · 
corporated five years ago with onore or erolsm the objective of assistance to chil-
dren or Marines who desire to 
further their education. 

The organization has awarded t G t B 
thuslar 17 scholarships and anti- a uan enamo, ay 
cipates awarding 15 more at their 
Fifth Annual Leatherneck Ball 
which will take place in the Grand B SS I L P II I 'Ballroom of the Waldorf-Astoria y: g. yo arne ous situation, contributing sub~ 
on February 17. 1967. The theme CHU LAI-A Marine gunm'ry I sta~tially in so dOing, to th~i.r 
of the ball will be "Uncommon sergeant was honored for his 1':'lPld I'emo~al t? medIcal faclI~; 
Valor-from Guadalcanul to Viet- heroie action more than four tIes an~. the!l' ultImate recovery. 
nam." years ago during a Ct'remony Boutilier IS a veteran or more 

The Foundation has a unique Dec. 5. than 20 years Marine Corps scrv· 
interest in children whose parents Gunnery Sergeant Mclb L ice and .has . been. the group's 
have rendered significant patri- Boutilier group guard ch~~~ of 'g':lard Chl,e( smce ItS arrival in 
otic service. In honor of such Marine Aircraft Groupo.la. was Vietnam In Oct. 
parents and in faith that the coun- presented the Navy Commcnda- The ClwaJ'd was presented .by 
try will be strengthened by the tion Medal for his action on Nov. L\eutenant Co Jon e I Owen L. 
educated intelligence of their chil- 3, 1963, while serving at Leeward ~wens,. commanding oWcer, Ma-
dren, the Foundation awards POint, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. nne Air Base Squadron-13. 
trade school and college scholar- Gunny Boutilier, when serving 
ships to sons and daughters of with the 2nd Battalion Second 
U.S. Marines-with primary con- Marine Regiment, learned of 
sideration being given to those ' three men who had been injured 
children whose parent was killed, by an accidental mine field deto­
wounded or maimed in action. 

At present there are over 150 .nation. 
children of Marines who have ap- He directed the vehicle he was 
plied (or either trade school or riding to the mine field. Upon 
college scholarships. reaching the injured men the 

This year's guest of honor at trailer of the vehicle detonated 
the Ball will be Lieutenant Gen- another mine, wounding Boutilier 
eral Leonard F. Chapman, who with shrapnel. 
will be representing the Com- His .citation read~ in part: 
mandant of the Marine Corps. Ten "Disregarding his own wounds 
wounded Marine Vietnam veter- Boutilier continued to assist i~ 
ans will also be guests of the the evacuation of the injured 
Foundation at the Leatherneck men. He played a major role in 
Ball. exlracting them (rom this peri-

Farmer Marines 
DONG HA - Marine and Army 

umts are helpmg Vietnam esc 
farmers harvest a late rice crop 
before monsoon rains flood pad· 
dies around the air base here. 

Area farmers 'are gambling on 
the extra harvest due to unex­
pectedly light rains during the 
early part of the monsoon season. 

Second Battalion, Third Marine 
Regiment and 3rd Shore Party 
Battalion Marines, and soldiers of 
the 1st Howitzer Battalion, 14t.h 
Artillery Regiment, arc working 
the fields alongside Vietnamese 
harvesters. 



Boy discovers tales 
of American cruelty 
difficult to swallow 

By CpJ. Russ Hurley 
DON HA-N. X. Kiem is a 14·year-old Vietnamese 

boy from Dong Ha who in coming years may well observe 
Nov. 24 just as Americans do--a time to be thankful. 

Thanksgiving day he was brought to the command 
post of the Twelfth Marine Regiment with a deep lacera· 
tion below the calf of his left leg. Nineteen stitches were 
required to close the large gash. 

It was hard for the lad to be· -------------

lievc the Americans were helping ~11ee Aea Vie' him, according to an interpreter. 
The Viet Cong had told his 

people stories oC American cruel-

ty. ttl He was taken home after the 0 r II,:) 1I-I:i 
operation where his mother ex- ' ,u r ",I 
pressed her appreciation. Two 
days later a slight infection de- Many III MAF Marines are 
vcloped and he was brought back taking advantage or the new six­
to the regiment's aid s tat ion month extension of tour for a free 
where he would be close to medi- 30-day leave to the destination of 
cal carc. their choice. The First Marine 

Kiem's shyness toward the Ma- Aircraft Wing reports that 115 
rines and Navy corpsmen slowly Marines have requested extension 
disappeared. Men from the regi· (or the month of December, and 
ment began bringing him gifts of an additional 123 have requested 
candy and toys. A soft, warm extension in January. 
bed was provided Kiem by the The 3d Marine Division reports 
regiment's corpsmen. that four of its Marines seeking 

"I think the men are a little extensions desire to travel during 
envious of him," grinned Hospi- tht'ir free leave. Corporal Hugh 
tal Corpsman Second Class Rob- G. Spence, 4th Marines, wants to 
crt W. Ausbon. "He's the only one go to Frankfurt, Germany; Ser­
around here that sleeps between geant Jorge V. Gildelatore also 
two white sheets." of the 4th Marines, wants to go to 

Field report 
Capt. Emmett S. Huff, CO, "B" Co., lSI Bn., Seventh 

Marines, reports back to the command post, contact with 
the VC during a search and destroy operation west of Quang 
Ngai. His radioman, LCpl. John ,w. Wyatt watches pursuit 
of the enemy /I'oops by a Marine squad across a stretch of 
rice paddies. (Photo by SSgt R. E. Wilson) 

Veteran CO e·xtends 
to get married 

Physical therapy is thc final Mexico City, Mexico; Corporal DA NANG-A 1st Marine Divi- After the honeymoon in Janu-
step on Kiem's recovery schedule. Charles S. Hightower, 3rd Engi- sion battalion commander is one ary, the former all·Navy middle-

"We have him walk unaided as neer Battalion, wants to take his of the first Marines to take advan- weight boxing champion will re­
much as possible," said Navy extension leave in Bangkok, and tage of the new special 30·day turn to his unit. 
Chief Hospital Corpsman Edgar Lance Corporal Robert E. Lyon, leave recently authorized by Can· A veteran of action in World 
D. Galbraith. "He's a little reluc- Headquarters Battalion wants to gress to servicemen who extend War II and Korea, Lteol. Bell 
t8nt to move right now, but he'll travel to Stockholm, Sweden. their tours in Vietnam for six has been awarded the Navy Cross 
soon be running and playing with The leave period does not be- months or more. and SHver /'Star meaals Cor bero-
only a slight scar to remind him gin until the Marine arrives at Li.'~~~n:~~I:o~Cr.0:llonel Van D. Bell, ism in aetion. 
of the jagged gash," Galbraith his destination, and the travel cost '., commander of 
said. _=--::l!:is~P~al~d~.~';I~h~e~;;:;:"Iiii~;' First "All good Mal'ines should take of this extension," Lt-

Match this lami/II! Memo,·ia ..... ' .. C'-ub~!~~1:e-y lt~~av:erve sf~·Vi~f~;~mm"a"~ 
14 Marines returning to the additional six months after he 

By 2ndLI. Mike Pills 
DONG HA-Few can match the 

Godwin family of Pelham, Ga., 
in patriotism-they have six sons 
in the service for a total of 54 
years. 

Two of the brothers, Lawrence 
and Wal1ace, are in Vietnam. 

A third, Jack, will bc heading 
back soon for his third tour here. 

Lawrence is a Marine sergeant 
serving with the 3rd Marine Divi­
sion at Dong 'Ha, 12 miles south 
of the demilitarized zone. 

Wallace, a technical sergeant 
in the Air Force, is stationed at 
the port facility of Cam Ranh 
Bay. 

Jack is in the Navy aboard the 
USS Point Defiance, a landing 
ship dock (LSD) which will soon 
be carrying supplies for the 
troops in Vietnam. 

Another Air Force member of 
the family, Staff Sergeant James 
Godwin, is based in Taipei, Tai­
wan and makes frequent trips to 
Vietnam as a crew member on 
a C-130 cargo aircraft. 

The other Marine member of 
the Godwin family, Staff Sergeant 
Charles W .. is serving on an in­
spector-instructor starr in San An­
tonio, Texas. 

Last but not least, Airman 
Third Class Charles E. Godwin 
is serving with the Air Force on 
Okinawa. 

Twenty-one year old Lawrence 
says his brothers, naturally, have 
different likes and dislikes; hence 
the varied choices of military 
bt·an{·hes. But, he says, they have 
onc thing they definitely agree 
on-they are proud to serve their 
nation and help keep it strong. 

Combat Conno·iss urs 
By LCpj, Guy Corawe" 

DA NANG-Marines do many things to add new taste to I'a.tions 
-the better "cooks" are called "combat connoisseurs". ' 

Marines of the 3rd Battalion, Seventh Marine Regiment, 1st 
Marine Division, have come up with a variety of tasty variations 
to rations. 

U.S. from Vietnam are in- has returned from his leave. 
vlted to make use of the Round trip leave transportation 
facUlties of the Marines will be furnished at government 
Memorial Club In San Fran- expense to the leave site selected. 
cisco. For LtCol. Bell the leave site 

For room rates and re- S 
servations write to: Marines is New myrna, Fla., where he 

plans to wed Miss Hilda L. 
Memorial Club, 609 Sutler Shumpert. 
Street, San Francisco, Cali-
fornia, 94102. 

Bronze Star 
PHU BAI - The Bronze Star 

Medal was awarded to Sergeant 
Alvin K. WintNs last week {or 
heroic actions when his unit was 
attacked by enemy forces near 
Cam Lo. 

He 
last ...... -0:. 
of 

ncar his 
Ba ttalion 

position. 
After an hour of furious fighting 

he leapt from his position and ran 
across fire-swept terrain to ob­
tain a supply of ammunition. 

Although wounded, the 3rd Di' 
vision Marine returned and dis­
tributed ammunition all the while 
shouting encouragement to his 
fellow Marines. Lance Corporal Michael E. Gregel'akis sars a cheese omelet 

is his favorite concoction. The Headquarters and Services Company 
Marine simply mixes cheese with the chopped eggs from his S-3 He then ran to a seriously 
unit. wounded Marine through heavy 

Another ravorite is chicken casserole. enemy fire and carried the man 

Awarded 
DFC 

By: .CpJ. Bob Pitner 
DA NANG - Major Ray 

F. Smith, a Marine heli· 
copter pilot, was awarded 
the Distinguished Fly i n !( 
Cross "for hero i 8m and 
extraordinary achievement in 
aerial flight," Dec. 1. 

United States Ambassador to 
the Republic of Vietnam, Henry 
Cabot Lodge Jr., presented the 
decoration at Third Marine Am­
phibious Force Headquarters, Da 
Nang. 

Smith was cited for his actions 
on Sept., 4, while piloting one of 
four CH46A "Sea Knight" heli· 
copters as:.;igned to ' retract a 
Marine ground unit southwest of 
Da Nang. The landing zone was 
receiving enemy small arms firc 
and was large enough for only 
two aircraft to land at once. 

UH-IE "Huey" gunships and 
fixed wing air strikes were un­
able to silence the enemy gun­
ners who fired at the choppers on 
each trip in and out of the zone. 

After the planes had picked up 
the first load of troops, the pilot 
of the lead a ·i r era f t carried 
wounded to a nearby medical 
facility, and Smith took over as 
flight leader. 

When he returned for the third 
and final pick-up, only one plane­
load of troops remained on the 
ground. They were under attack 
and in danger of being overrun. 

Smith order the other heli-
copters to it and went down. 
He stay on the ground until 
the Mannes could fight their way 
to the chopper, and lifted off only 
after aU were aboard. 

"His calm disregard for his 
was instrumental 

retraction of all 
zone--under har­

rowing conditions," the citation 
reads. 

New hospital ship 
The hospital ship USS Sanctuary 

was recommissioned in New Or­
leans after a decade of inactivity. 

The Sanctuary saw service at 
the close of World War II in the 
Pacific. 

Private First Class Leon Howard puts boned chicken, cheese, to safety. When he made another 
two chicken soup cubes (sent from home) and white bread together trip he found an enemy soldier 
for his "home.cooked" meal. sneaking back to the wire and 

Lance Corporal Paul E. Griffin just happened to stumble on his kill~d hi~. . . 
recipe for chocolate bread pudding. HIS eltabon reads 10 part: Under fire 

" I stumbled and knocked my hot chocolate into my white bread "When daybreak came, 13 ene­
can" Griffin said, the outcome was bread pudding. His buddies ~y per~<!nnel l~y scattered about 
still thank him for the discovery. I ~lS posltlOn. HIS courageous ae-

Lance Corporal Gary Douglas is a little old fashioned with his . c1.earl~· blunted the enemy 
concoction called appropriately, Mulligan stew. attack In hiS area." 

Just mix everything together he says. Major General W.R Kyh.' , 3rd 
The battalion's favorite is the simpkst-fried ham coveJ'ed with Marine Division commanding 

pineapple jam. general, made the presentation . 

.--

With enemy bullets flying overhead, these three Marines 
and a Navy Corpsman rush a wounde([ comrade to a medical 
evacllation helicopter. Rapill evacuation of the wounded has 
greatly decreased combat deaths in Vietnam. Th;s action 
occurred sOllthwest of Da Nang on De,', J. 
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MAG-36' s morale buil'ders 
CHU LAI-One of the many things influencing the morale o~ military per~~n!,el l 

the world over is the quality and quantity of food served In theIr messll~g fac~htJes. 
With this thought in mind, six men of. Marine Aircraft Group 36, 1st Manne Alfcraft 
Wing, are working long hours to provIde an ad4ed morale booster In the form of fresh- i 
ly-baked bread and pastries at the Ky Ha, Manne AIr Faclhty. 

When other members of the group are getting off work in the early eveni~g, .the 
bread crew, under the supervision of 20-year-old Corporal Damel R. Smith, IS Just 
beginning its duties. -,--, , I k 1 

Corporal Smith, Lance Corporal lime Sergeant Harvey A, White MACV as s 
Richard D. Oswald and Private takes control 0,£ the mlx.er and 
First Class Charles T. Dills begin ovens, and. begms pn'p3nng the I 
work by preparing bread dou~h day's pastnes, , lor cut in 
for the initial 64 loayes t.ll~t. Will Sergeant White and Pr1vat~s I 
bake while they mix additional First Class John C, McMurtne spend,Ong 
batches. and Kenneth R. Palmer prepare 

With only two ov('ns that hold 150 po~nds of cake, 120 pounds .. I , _ . 

36 loaves each it's necessal'Y for of cookieS. and 80 pounds of break- SAIGON-Genel al W.C. \\.< st 
the crew to ~ol'k latc into the fast rolls daily. In addition, they moreland, commandcl~ of. United 
night in order to produce enough turn out fresh pies and as much St~tes Armed Forces m Vietnam, 
,b d for the followin a day's as 300 pounds of biscuits l'ach I thiS .week called for a sharp re· 

rea ". k duchon by <J1l personnel and 
meals. wee . . . . -' . . I 

' f W II W II 't The pastrv crew remains in the agenCIes 111 the spcndmg of plaS- . A mIxer 0 or ( al' VIl1 • .J ' tel's 
age, converted from gas to ele.c· ?ake shop thro.ugh t~e late morn· Citin 1 the <.'<.!onomic hazal'ds 
trieal operation is used to mix 109, and sometimes mto th(' aftt'l" h' h g It f t' d' , , ' . A S t Whitc says "Thl' W Ie rt'su rom con lIlue un· 
'12 pounds of dough at one tUTIC'. noon. s g.. " . controlled flow of piasters into 
In aU, morc than 650 pounds of time ~e spend In the shop bI,s the Vietnamese economy, GeneI" I 

bread must be baked to aecom· determmed by our ovens. e· I Wid r · t d h' 
mod ate the appJtitcs of thc men cause we can't work any faster a . est~ort' an, (Irec e ~s 

f MAG.31i than the ovens bake." staf~ an,d component com~andel s 
o . . to lI1slttute an aggressive and 

After bakin?, the b rea ~ is The success of the comblll~d dynamic program directed to~ 
placed in cabmcts, to be shce.d efforts. of t~e br?ad and pash y ward the I'eduction of piastt'l' cx, 
just before eac~ meal: In thl.s crews ~s cVl~cnt In the .me,ss~all. penditul'es, Spt'cifically the pro. i ~,.\ 
way, freshness IS retamed untIl The pI.oducts of the bake ,¥hop grap". will lessen the inflationary l ... 
the bread is actually serv~d. are qUIckly consumed, and sec· impact of OUI' prl'Sl'nce upon the ' \. J 

The bread is ready for th~ next onds" seems to bl;! the standal d economy of Vietnam, , 
day but the bake shop Will not request to the messmen manning P t b ' d 

' I 'I h I' ,. At th' th "h I' " r 0 g I' a m s are 0 C allnc ~t be CIOSl'( untl mllc atCl. IS e c ow lilt'. 'f' II t til' th f speci lea y a con 1'0 mg eo· 

, 
\ 
I 

ficial·rate piasters spent by DOD 
agencies and Ih(:'il' contractors, 
"Assistancc in Kind" (AIK) ex· 
penditures, and personal spend· 
ing by the militar,l' and U.S. and 
third country employes of con· 
tractors. 

While then' are no Vlans at 
present to limit the number of 
piastcrs individuals may pur· 
chase at tht' accommodation rate 
of exchangt', MACV has ca~~ed 
for a personal. sdf·imposed limi· 
tation on piaster expenditures, 

Leading the list as the most 
painless way to reduce pcrsonal ! 
piaslel' purciu:lse.s is to increase 
de p 0 sit s with the Uniformed 
Services Savings Deposit Sys· 
tern. This program, especially de· I 

\ 

" \ 

Walking the dog 
Cpl. J. D, Kaplan alld his scout dog "Sandy" patrol with 

the ht Marine Diyision during Operation Mississippi, SOlil/z 
of Da Nang, Kaplan, a member of the 2nd Marine Scout Dog 
P/(lfoon participated ill the operation which saw 2500 SOllth 
Vietnamese flee from VC dominated territory to new lives 
behind Marine lines, (Photo by Sgt, John Osterman) 

signed fol' mcn overseas. pays - b . , 
the individual 10 pel' cent on de· M ' t t, 
posits up to $10,000, Also high on arln'e (,Om ,a wrl 'ers 
the list of pO&llIve controls on 

THE FILLING-PFC Ronald Sampson (left) adds filling 
to rolled dOllgh for breakfast ro/ls, while PFC John C. Mc­
Mllrtrie (cell tel') prepares additional dOllgh. Cook LCpl, 
Kenneth Palmer (backgrolllld) assists in the MAG-36 bake 
shop at Ky Hal Vietnam, by mixing fresh ingredients. 

personal spending art' the 5 PCI' - f . b k 
~~~~U~~~e(~rSt~e Bo~~~s~f ~~~~,i~~ vl,ews '0 war In 001 

and the ChUM' Manhattan Bank 

2500 Vietnam,ese frleed 
from bonds of slavery 

now operating in Vietnam. In ad· 
dition, tht' United States Savings 
Bond program continues to offer 
another painless way to put mono 
ey to work while jncreasin~ pel'· 
sonal savings. The objective here 
is to have the soldier gt't his 
money out of Vi('tnam into ont' 
of the sa \' i n g s programs or 
through tht' allotment system, 

Among tht, personally less de· 
sirable suggestions being con· 
sidercd are earlier curfews, re· 
du('tion in passes and increased 
use of the "off limits" designa· 

By: SSgt Ron Fraizer 
DA NANG - More than 2500 

SO!lth Vietnamese refugees, some 
cla·ming to have been slaves for 
the Viet Cong for over three 
;ye~rs, are being given safe pas· 
sag " to a new Iifc and freedom 
at An Hoa, 30 miles south of Da 
Nan,; ::Ind Nong Son refugee cen· 
tel's. 

On Dec, 1, 200 families ned 
from the VC in Son Phuc hamlet, 
Duc Due District, turning them· 
{:idves in to Lcath~rneeks of the 
Fifth Marine R0giment, who wcre 
conducting a search and destroy 
operation in Hll' area, 

After a meeting with the district 
chief at Due Due District head· 
Quarters. it was decidcd that the 
refugees , should march to the 
Nong Son coal mine area seven 
miles to the W(:ISt. 

tion. 
dreds of refugees began pouring, It h; l·e<.'ogni1:ed by officials 
out of the surrounding hi Its, that persol1ill efforts alone will 
calTying with them much of their not completely aChieve the de. 
belonglngs. sired level of reduced piastei' ex· 

Two platoons of Regional Force penditures, For this reason orn· 
(RF) and Popular Force (PF) cials have directed all contract· 
provided security for the march ing agencies to take a close look 
to freedom, as U.S. Marines con· at operating m(,thods and estab­
tinued witLl Operation Mississippi lish effc('tin' programs to reduce 
in the area. piaster t'xpenses. Among areas 

From the Nong Son coal mines, under con!')ideration are increased 
most of the rcfugeps art' choosing logistit'al and special senites 
to settle in the I'cfugc{' hamlet I· support for I a u n d r i e s, PX, 
of Thang My, wh(ll'e tht'y v,'ill movies. hobb~' shops, USO, Rt'd 
begin building new hornt's and a Cros!') and supervised athktic 
new lift,. protected fro m VC programs, 
harassment and terrorism, Nurnpl'ous other proposals foJ' 

The Mal'ine operation ended controlling expenditures of pias· 
Dec. 7, but the refugees are con· tel's art' ulldn consideration, 
tinuing to pour into thl' Mal'inp'!,) These will bl' reported on if and 
lines. when 1I1t'~ al'(, adopted. In tht' 

During the 10·da~' o]wl'ation m t' ant i m e-, Chairman of the­
named Mississippi, 1st Marine MACV Piastl'I' Expenditurl' Con· 
Divisions Marincs killed eighl 11'01 Working Group, Colonel Paul 
Viet Cong and captured 18 morc. A. Wedlan. stated that his group 

Marine helicopters carried aged 
and sick to An Hoa, in conjuction 
with other missions. In addition. the MUl'illl'!') fourlc! w('}comcs ('onstructive suggcs· 

hun· a VC rice cache of 44 ton.s. The Hons, from individuals 01' agcn· 
ric(' i. .... b('ing distribllt('d among des, which ('ontl'ibute to thc suc· 

As the marl'll progressed, 
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"DATELINE: VIETNAM", a 
191·page paperpack edition pub· 
lished by Challenge Publishers, 
is the story of the Vietnam war 
as seen by Marine Corps Combat 
Correspondents. 

The book is based on official 
news i·cleas·t$ issued by the Com· 
mand Information Bureau of the 
III Marine Amphibious Force and 
was edited by Jack Lcwb. Mr. 
Lewis is a former Marine Corps 
Information Officer and is now 
co·owner of Gallant Publications 
in Covina, Calif. 

In an introduction to DATE· 
LINE; VIETNAM, Brigadier Gen~ 

who, for y{'aI'S, have known noth· 
ing but poverty. 

MI'. Lewis has donated his edi· 
tor's fcc of $1000 to the Marine 
Corps Reserve Civic Action Fund 
and further proceeds from the 
book will be presented to the 
fund according to the publisher. 

Seabees 
DA NANG-The Commanding 

Officer of a Navy Seabee Battal· 
ion and four of his men have 
been awarded the Vietnamese 
Medal or Honor. 

eral Robert L. Denig, founder of The award, given for meritori· 
the famed World War II Marine ous service, was presented to the 
Corps Combat Correspondents men by Lieutenant General Lewis 
organization. says: W. Walt, Commanding General 

"This book has no plot; at this III MAF and General Hoang 
time it doesn't rl:!ally have an XU3n Lam, 1 Corps Commander. 
(·nding. The reports contained Command,?)' James C. pay Jr., 
herein were written by Marine I CO of Mobile ConstructIOn Bat· 
Corps Combat Correspondents. t~Jion Six, an~ two of his officers, 
None of these Marines have L~cutcnant <,}g) J. R. LUt7. and 
gained any lasting fame; none Ll~utenant (}?) R. Pou, each re· 
art' wealthy-by any military cClved the VlCtnamese Medal of 
standards they are underpaid for 1I0nor 1st Class. 
the I"isks they take-and in any ChieC Petty Officer L. Pividori, 
combat situation there never is BUCS and Petty Officer 1st Class 
enough time." ' Stanley E. Hunsinger, BUl, )'C· 

The stories contained in DATE· ceived the Vietnamese Medal of 
LINE: VIETNAM are not eon- Honor 2nd Class, 
cerned with politics or the his· The men were honored by the 
tory of the Vietnam conflict. In· Vietnamese government for their 
stead, these !-;tol'ies tell of the unit's achievements in building a 
combat heroism of individual Ma· new detention area for Viet Cong 
rines and the unit& with which and North Vietname!-;e prisoners 
tht'y serve. It also tell:-; a story of war, The POW camp neal' Da 
of the effort of Marines to rebuild Nang that will house some 500 
the war·torn country of Vietnam war prisoners, is ('onsidered a 
Hnd of efforts to help the l><,ople modern facility. 



SPORTS 
Chris Noel in ' Vietnam 

I Miss Chris Noel, movie a nd 
j television starll't·tul'Ilf'd Armed 
Forct's Radio dbk jock<'y, arrived ~ 
in Vietnam on Dl'l'cmbN 16 for ! 
a l r n-day tour. Th<.' stunning j 

g!'een-eyed blond (5'7", 36-23-34) 
visited a number of troop installa­
tions and hospita ls in addition to 
Armed Forces Radio and Televi- ~: 

}'ridIlY :\"Ight CnlOI'l,d(l St ~fI DePlIllw 60 sion outlets throughout the coun. ~ 

I [mllt'l' 66 
Y(ulllf'llberg ;i!l 
Pact' ]15 

EAST I LIl\ OIH flu N,C', Stat.' 5:i t 
Br,Llldf'i:< 61i I I~lIlh() ~n (I" Cal. vVt'~t(>rn 1;7 r y. 

XY. T.'t'li 117 
~ynr('\I."'C 77 
NYA(' 94 
O.'(\\·cF" SI. ;;0 
Pall'fr"'d 88 
l'p~ala 82 
Yale iH 
K Sll"ouul<. 77 
D.C'. Tchl' ..... 77 
'Montclair St. 70 
(;f'lIP!-Jf'O SI. 7:\ 
Mort mouth RO 
Jolin .... oJ\ St. il7 
Meninw{'k 1/)1 
Alf,.,·d ,lj8 

Albng'ht 56 flllHholdt SI . - OI\'V"I",T,t':,~I,: 8
7

6
1
'[ Rcc('ntl,Y Chris was <riven her "f~II\IJI1t' Coli 64 I-Il\\\,II(1 ~1. it;, ,.., 

('ustli'lon St G8 c: ~,tsh, b,) 81. Murtin's RO own radio s how, "A Date With 
PI nn SI 72 (. loox .11 AI:I~k;~ Mdll ~8 Chris" which will b(' heard over 

ABC ]"I(,Ig-itl R,; E. "'.',1,,1, fil Aln!<kll Ii:.! A 'd F I' I' 
Buff,df) 48 L & ('I'll ~ '17 , 01',:. ('(l1I1'!.:'" 8.') rme, orc~s ,a( 10 011 more 

~t. JOflf'ph'fj 68 ~bl t],uHl ~1 IUh ~. OI'f'~{'ll?1 than .100 statIons throughout the 
('';;11~1;111 ~¥ III d, Rt ~ ,tj .:, )< rf'~:~j(J SI. h4[ world. Her !show ",,:ill p~'l'mier on 

F. Dkkin:o;oll 641 TOURN \MENTS Armed Forces RadIO,. Vll'tnam on 
!->. J('I'I~('Y 72 . 1 • Decembrl' 19. and wlll be h('ard 

Palf'nwn St. 63 'tU :l lltll'O _'Inrlnt's TOllrll(,'- f '0 2105 I 2200 h h 
eMlland 81. 68 :\1 (~1I:Lllti{'O, ' ;1. ' I m 0 Ours eae 

Pr;ltt 77 (:O;,'mlfinal ) weekday evening. 
\Yillilllanlic 74 r:. 4 !\1:I!"'1l 7:~ Qilalltk(l 1;4 

!'\ufwleli 89 {('on .. olaIlOiIl When not visiting with s('rvice-
BI'. Slmtlun 85 R.nlllhhnmptO!l R6 JfIl\\'1l1l'0 1l <' ~:-I men, Chris will be producing pro. 

• 0:< :.'\:\.\\. B,·!'J"Y 6B F'l'pdf'I'll'l, til. 
SOl'TU '* * " gra~s for usc on Armed Forces 

D,Il,,' m~ ¥ Virginia R21 \ -lIndf'r1.llI t .1.",-itlljl'lnlil I R~dlO and Tclevi~ion sta tions in 
'" 

.Bueld~·r ]W !\~.t. RIl~. ('oIl. 77 <:-;"lIl1hnal ) VU.'tnam. Her VOIce and imagt> 
G;,tt)",.Uul'~ 80 J l10pldlHI 70 L:tR .. d]p !lH N,'hnl"ka 70 '11 b d 'I ' 
S. Dak. Sl F. tij i~I('k$un\'IIIt: 69 1 VUluh'rblJl 9:1 Pm'Hand 6:1 WI . ecome a. a.1 Y ~al't of the 
TI'IIIlP!<!oIec i:. Auburn 49 :)0 oj! • serVIceman's life In thiS war-torn 
BI'Own 87 . Ja('kSOll\'Ule 69 )(ihllLllkf't" ( 'hu;I>il' countl'Y 
TnuHlylvullJa S" Berea 61 t:-\,'mitinal) .' , 
W. & Lee 64 X.C. WmlleriLll 63 Se>ulh ru.rolinn 63 MH!'qlll'tt" 1>1 Chl'lS Noel s talents are many 
N.C, «(' hal'lotll:') 102 Cl'cCJIsbOl'o 79 I WI!'!l'OII"ln 67 Fordham 6ti and val'ied. A beauty pageant 
Er:o;klrHl 84 Charleston 48 "" IjI "', • I ' f ' I' 
M. Harvey 106 A.-BI'O<Lddus 76 1 :u. ' s '.' willner severa tImes, ma 1St for 
Brid~ewl,\l(>r 7fj ..,D. & Elklns 7~ , 'mll~~~'n~iW~~~I)( laSMC the coveted "Miss Rheingold" 
JI .-S~ dn(,~ 1.12 .~ F.. M(:r~nonlh~ 6,1 M"mlllll:; st. 43 Arkall:;ll!>! 30 title, successful model , business. 

MIDWEST Mar'~ an~~ fiO ,~oklaho:;na St. 49 woman, operator of her own 
l."l\l'nf';.de T t'('h 7~ v.'oo,.tpr 61 T"un"""f'e fllIsf'li(' chal'm school , and act I' e s s of 
Juniata 77 Ind (Pa.) 71 ('It-m,.on 73 Miami (F'la.) 6~ statul'C', she has appeared in 
Mld\\' .. ~t(!I·" 97 M('Murry 62 ,~ III '" l' . t, d I ' 
81. "-:d\\" .. ll'd·,~ 10:1 TuJ'leton fiO "I'. In\' itntionnl many mo Ion pIC ules an te eVl4 
D oanu 33 DUlm 31 <S"mifinlll) sion programs. Among her films 
~i.l~h~~:I·io kS x. r!?~7~i;,I~ ~g ~~tl~;;)'rd gO Kl<''k~j.,~I~~IC~~: ~~ are Soldier in the Rain, lIoney· 
S'J. 111. Tf'lm:. lo.U HI. T('('h 78 =It * moon Hotel, Looking for Love, 
(t')'bJl~I,h,,','n"'81105 ",'";lllIhllr!'tt 71 AU,I;'II .. ta In"iiatillnal Joy in the Morning, Girl Happy, 

.. I ke Fo ~t 78 (Io;,'miflnlll) 
J<.;u!'('ka 89 .;tlhllllm~~~(1 78 Bdlll(,nd Abb,'~ - ,l!0 Hol!in:-; li7 Get Yourself a College Girl, Wild, 
VnlJ)lII'ai8'O 95 WH1'Ih. (Mo.) 82 AU!;l!flta .67 * G('o]';-ia S!. 65 Wild Winter, and Reach Ball. 
;;'~I~~"I\~t'9975 ~n~i}o::::k~\~ Jf 1.1I1l,r; Is. (',,11"1:""" Tourney Her television credits include Bob 
IIll"IInr 100 Fr'edonbl St. 88 Adl'iphia 80 QUe('n!'t 67 Hope Presents, The Lieutenant, 
AquInas 94 Detroit Tech fi9 C,W. po:t 95 ... Klng'~ Point 76 Dr. Kildare, Red Skelton Show, 
D('t. BUI1. Coil. !is Ohio No. 91 Th T I hI Sh Th El h 'Wl lII'nbt'r'g 90 ]11. W{,l-'I€'YH.J1 68 )'omnn" In\'itnUmud e on g ow, e e\'ent 

• III '" (I"t. Uound) Hour, Burke's Law, and Be. 
SOUTHWEST 1~~1~~' ~und 50 lfu~l~~~~~ ~ witched. 

Amnl'illo 94 Dodge City 77 • • • Ch ' , d' W I P I 
IlHl·(I.¥Simmonl< 124 Iduho 8t. 91 r1S was raIse In es am 
~ew Mpxico 71 Tf'XIlI1 Wel:ltpm 62 K~~ ~~:f,~\f"o~~o~,~i,el' Beach, Florida, During her high 

• FAR ·WEST • (Srmllinul) school years she was a national 
L.A. 8tnt(' 8'J ("ttl. Pol,.' (81..0.1 ~6.9 bat I ' I' h ' 1 

SoutilPrll Cal 79 Arizonn se 77 Redlund!>! 80 Jo'ulh'rton 6 on WJr mg c amplOn. She was an immediate success to pursue her modeling career, 
Wyontlllg 78 ('folli. Mi:'lsouri 56 (Con"'olntinn) Her entry into show business and soon opened a successful where she appeared on the cov-

Seattle 85 Brig. Youllg 83 Sacrltnwuto St. 76 CltaJ)!\l,l1l 75 parents gave her a course in Lake Park, Florida. Housekeeping, American Weekly. 
Wdlh"'11 St 8fi SI1!-Jkatcllevmn 72 W. WItl"i1inglon 78 L B(Ifleh 81 75 came about indirectly when her I modeling and charm school in eu n( suc;h magazines as Good 

If.f?.uTTf~)r!"~,!~.~~~,~~~ '! s~~jj'"'''b;y;; m;I';~" 'f;;' help 
New J(I"fl,'y nt Cl inton. 

g?il~fl F:;~::;~:'J,~,}l U ~ rIJ~~~4V,~\~:,~::~~:~,;:: answered by food expert 
(No gum\'I; Nf'W Htl.\·cll al Long THlalld. 

Knoxville at G !'('cnsb<)J'o. 
Rntllrda\' 

Chi('u~o at Montrl"al. 
N(·'M· York at Toronto. 

• 
RUlldlll' 

Montr .. al at B'):'Jton. 
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Nl'W York at D('troit. · . 
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('E.:'\TRAL 1I0('Kt: Y LEAGta; 

By: Sgt. Jerry Simmons 
DA NANG-What began as a small Vietnamese boy's plea for help for his friend, 

mushroomed into a medical aid station for the villagers of Hoa An hamlet . 
w r. 
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The "doctor" is a Marine food services technician who devotes>.J~·~eflMl'tTt'yy hours 
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Wt~S1''':RS IIOCKto:\· 

Loui s. 

l .to:AG t:t; 

daily to treating 30 to 45 villagers for minor ills. 
Master Gunnery Sergeant Harold E. Lanter 

youngster while on a rest break as his unit 
each 2 moving from the Da Nang airfield to 

oached by the Vietnamese 
ogistic Support Group "A" was 

area. 
Lanter looked over the youth 's 

injured foot and promised to c 
back the next day w' 

Cong sniper wounded one 
e of the Marine volunteers. 

to treat the infeattOn , 
When he retu rned he found his 

one patient had grown into a line 
of youngsters seeking treatment 
for minor infections, and "I knew 
I had to start a medical aid sta4 
tion for them," Lanter said. 

From then on, the villagers 
shocked at the incident, pitched 
in with a fervor to move the ma­
terial to a "safer spot" across 
the street, then completed the 
building in two days, 

Death tugs 
at leg 

W r. 'I' l~IH. GF (;A 
He's we1l4qualified according to 

Navy Medical personnel. Lanter 
has been a member of stateside 
volunteer rescue squads in his 
off-duty hours during his past 25 

CHU LA! - Death tugged at 
his trouser leg but Marine Capt. 
George F. Kuettner didn't answer 
the call. During one "sick call" a young 

Vietnamese girl, Gale Leia, just 
slightly older than Lanter's 15- Kuettner, assistant division ad­
year-old daughter came to the jutant, Task Force X-Hay, 1st 
dispensary and orfered her help. Marine Division, was walking to­

Portland 16 5 6 "' 112 69 
VanCOUVt' r 16 9 2 "' !J() 75 
Los AnKt'lt'l1 " 15 2 ZS 103 117 
Callff)rnill 1IJ 11 , 

" " 78 
Seatt1 (' 11) )3 3 23 60 77 
Victoria , 12 , 22 " San Dh'gO S 16 1 17 76 • • · Fritl"l' '~al{hi 
Vlclul'iu 4 
Vancf/U\,{<r 2 

• 
San Diq!:o 

rUUfOrnHl. 
• 

Sftt llr(lftl' 
\'ictfll'ja. at Sun Di('go, 
VUI\t'ou""r iU pf))'Iland. 
C'ullr!Hniu lil S,'alti('. · . 

~undft~' 

('lllifornia a.l POrtland. 
VIJIl('(lu\f'r at S'~l\Ul'>. 

I:'\T. JlOfKF,\, I. Jo:A(.a · ,,; 
Fridtl)· SI,ltM 

('olntnhui'! 6 Port HUroll 

75 
9G 

M u"k{'goll " Df'g ~lf)in,"~ 

. ~tltllrrlll" 
('"Jl1nlhll~ a.t '1'(,]"11,1. 

years as a Marine. 
The graduate of several ad· r vanced Red Cross fir staid 

courses refers out-of-the4ordinal'Y 
cases to the Red Beach naval 
dispensary. He then gives follow­
up treatment, and is authorized 
by the doctol's to give normal 
inoculations. 

His aid station wasn't gn:'cted 
too enthusiastically by the vil4 
lagers when he and some Marine 
volunteers he had gathered be-i gan putting up the board and 

a galvani zed-sheet building fro m 
material s ther "s<.:rounged" a lit· 
tl e at a time. 

ward the Communication Center. 
She was later instrumental in It was dark and he was in a 

getting the land on which the hurry. 
medical aid station now stands- He stepped on what seemed to 
Leia is the daughter of the vil- be a stick. suddenly there was 
lage chief. movement beneath his foot. With 

Between the Marine and his it came a sharp. tug on his 
Vietnamese helper , the aid sta- trouser leg, just above the boot. 
tion I' cae h e d a peak of 192 Kuettner entered the Comm. 
patients the last half of Septem- Center obtained a flashlight and 
bel'. They work seven days a with the help of other Marines 
week-from Lanter's 4 p.m. work- made a search of the area. 
~ay end until the patient line A three.foot green bamboo 

Lanter 's reward is the friend- " It was obvious it had Just 
IS gone. \ viper ' was found. . 

\"{,nJ! l.~hUld 3 N,\\ I 

Furl. , WH\TI( Tol·-do 

:J l\f1l,·J.,:'·),:'(1Il I1t D, s Mninu'. As the building' was gOing up, 

ship of the villagers and the eaten ," the captain .said . . :'!h~t's 
higher health standard of the vil4 probably why 1t was slu~g~ S~ ~.nd 
lage. The villagers need help , I didn't move at my apPloac.:h. 
Lant er said, and "I will help - -
them as long as ! am he!'e," SEA TIGER 11 



Short Rounds 
Red Cross 

, 
Chapman. Marine Corp~ Chid of 
Stafr. 

At thl' same instant. the cere­
CHU LAI-"Scrvice 10 thl' mili- monies were being I't'conll'd for 

tmy is our mission," said WH· television in his hOllletowll area 
Iiams J. BUl'tscher, field director by MI'. John lIlavl'cck of KMTV 
of the Chu Lai Chapter of the in Omaha. 
American Red Cross. General Chapman. on a lour of 

I 
Since their arrival last March, 1st Marine Division units. was at 

thE' five-man Red Cross team C1l the First Regiment when lilt' 
thl' horn.e to .T~s.k Forc(' X-Ruy, award was I'l'culicd fol' prest'nla-
1st Manne DIVISIOn, has handlt'd HOIl. MI'. IIl(;lv!?cek was ",1::;0 at 
~ppro~imatcly 75~ cases we('kl~, the regiment in t e r vi (> \, in g 

I llldudmg ~roces?mg of doml'~tlc I Marines from the Omaha area. 
pl'oblt'ms, IIlcomtng and outgomg Scott was awarded thf' Purple 

I emergency measures and tl'le- JleaJ't medal for being wounded 
phone calls, and correspond(,ll~e' l by a Viet Coog sniper while on a 

Marine Observation Squadron-o pilot, I stLt. Ertlce J. Ross (right foreground) holds a 
hoard filled with Air Medals which were awarded 10 VMO-6 Marines Dec. 7. During the 
ceremony, the lieutenant received his second silver star and eighth gold star in lieu of his J 2111 
through 21st Air Medals. Taking a c/o.,. look 01 ol1e of the medals is IstLt. David A. 
Ballenline, a holder of 2 I Air Medills. 

To crew and pilots 01 VMO-6 

281 Air Medals awarded 
KY HA-"In the name of thc 

President of the United States, 
the Commanding General, First 
Marine A i I' C r aft Wing, Fleet 
Marine Force, Pac if j c, takes 
pleasure in presenting the second 
silver star and eighth gold star in 
lieu of the 12th through 21st Air 
Medals to First Lieutenant Bruce 
J. Ross." 

These words were spoken to 
many members of Marine Obser­
vation Squadron-6 by Marine Air­
craft Group-36 Executive Officer, 
Colonel A. L. Phillips, during an 
Air Medal awards ceremony Dec. 
7 at the Marine Corps Auxiliary 
Air Station here. 

During the mid-afternoon cere­
mony Col. Phillips awarded 281 
Air Medals to the enlisted crew­
men and pilots oC the squadron. I 
They had earned them flying ' 
hundreds of combat m iss ion s 
"gainst the Viet Cong during 
St..ptcmber and October of this 
year_ 

First Lieutenant R.QSS. 1S a Huey 
pilot. Since coming to Ky Ha \a.s.t 
April, he has flown 573 combat 
missions, more' than any other 
pilot presently serving with VMO-
6. He is presently being recom-

New school 
DA NANG - Lance Corporal 

Thomas E.Van Fossen was one 
of the prime movers in· a self­
help project undertaken by his 
unit, 1st Amtrac Bn., 1st Marine I 

Division, to provide a new school 
for the hamlet of Cam Bac, south 
of Da Nang. 

The two-room structure was 
dedicated Nov. 11 in ceremonies 
attended by some 150 of the 400 
youngsters who will use the 
school. 

The project began in August, 
when members of Van Fossen's 
bat tal ion discovered that the 
youngsters were being taught in 
an old, one-room building_ 

Everyone got into the act. Sea­
bees. mixcd and poured concrete, 
Marmesjand Navy corpsmen pro­
vided materials and advice, and 
the villagers did the actual con-
struction. _ 

mended for his 28th Air Medal. During the ceremony, other 
The medal is the ninth ranking I VMO-6 members, including one of 
Naval Service personal decOl'a- the p i lot s, Major Claude E. 
tion award. Handrix and a gunner, Lance 

Among the other Marines cited Corporal Ernest L. Haynes, re­
was Lance Corporal James L ceived their first Air Medals. The 
Collum. He had flown more com- medal is awarded ror 20 combat 
bat missions, 550, than any enlist- missions. 
ed Marine presently with the Colonel Phillips chose Decem­
squadron. He has been recom- bel' 7, 1966 as the day to present 
mended for his 27th Ail' Medal the award in remembrance of 
and is up for meritorious promo· the day Pearl Harbor was at-
tion. tacked by the Japanese. 

Actual supervision of the work 
fell to Van Fossen and Staff SCI'­
geant C. N. Richard. who worked I 
~lt~lOst daily on the stru('ture. 
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Vietnamese woman casts a pleading glance 
'over her shoulder as she and other villagers are helped aboard 
Marine helicopters. She and other refugees lOok advantage uf 
a Marine operation in the isolated mOUn/aim' and valleys 
southwest of Da Nang to flee fhe Viet Cong who have ter­
rorizell their homeland for years. The\' were carried to a 
secur~ area where they were ,net and care~1 for by the Republic 
of Vietnam forces. (Photo By: Sgt. Rich Groscost.) 

"Most of our work deals WIth platoon-siu'd patrol Sept. Hi. Fully 
cmcrgt'nc,Y 1 c a v e," BurtschcJ' recovered. he is now a m(omber 

I said. "We arc not authorized to of the company's SL'CUl'ity pIa-
grant leave, but we make et'J'tain toon. . . 
unit ~ommanders arc notified In addition to GenNal Chap­
and glv~n a. complete rundown man, Major General H. Nickel'­
on the SituatIOn." son Jr., 1st Marine Division com-

Staff '!lcmbers al~o ma~e fn'- mandel" and Major General Ray­
quent tnps to outlymg umts for mond L. Muna", Assistant Chil'f 
Marin?s ~'ho are una~le to mak(' of Staff for OPt'rations, OSMCR, 
the tnp Into Chu LaI. were also on hand. 

The Chu Lai Red Cross also 
distributrs packages and mail 
from the U.S" marked "To any Busy sgt. 
Marine in Vietnam." 

"It is gratifying to know that CHU LA! - MarinI;' Medium 
so many Americans want to show Heiil:op1.<.'1' Squadron-3IH's admin­
our fighting men that thl'Y are istl'ative chief,' Gunnery Sergeant 
behind them all the way," BUI"- David Puiszis, is as proficient 
tscher said. with his M-60 mat:hine gun as hI..' 

I More than a fifth of til<' 250 is with his typewriter. He has 
Rpd Cross workers in Vietnam kept both of them busy since ar­
are women. Twice a week, two riving in Vietnam last May with 
of the ladies from Da Nang visit HMM·36J. 
1st. Marine Division units in Chu I When the 35-YL'ar-old Leather­
Lat. where they serve food and neck is not supervising his ad­
talk with the troops. ministrativt' action, he is in the 

·Hot shower 
cnu LAl - "A little thinking 

goes a long way," Staff Sergeant 
Willie L. Golden, Mainh'nance 
Chief, 3rd Amphibious Tractor 
Battalion, 1st Marine Division, 
proved recently. 

One evening last month, GoJd('n 
headed for the showers. 

As he turned the water on, the 
cold spray chilled his spirits. Then 
and there he decided cold water 
::;howers "had to go." 

Recruiting two volunteers, he 
set to work on project "hot 
shower." 

Using a saw here, and welding 
there, a 55-gallon drum and seven 
feet of 3/4 inch copper tubing 
were converted into a hot wah~r 
system. Dripping diesel oil is 
ignited and the tubing becomes a 
heating coiL 

"When our troops come in from 
the field they look forward to a 
hot meal," Golden said. "and now 
they also have a hot show(,l" to 
come home to." 

Hanukka,h 

air flying combat missions as a 
voluntccr gunnpl' on one of tht.' 
squadron's UH-34D helicopters. 

He spends a lot of time work­
ing with award recommendations 
in his admin duties. "A Silver or 
Bronze Star Medal means a lot 
to a Marine," explained the vet­
eran of morc thelll 15 years serv­
ice. 

Tho ugh his administrative 
tasks arc time consuming, Puis­
zis still manages time to ride 
"gun" on the 34's. 

"At last count I had flown 115 
combat missions and had been 
recommended fol' my fifth Air 
Medal and my Combat Air Crew­
man's Wings," Puiszis said. 

Opn. ends 
DA NANG-Operation Missis­

sippi, a multibattalion search and 
sweep operation south of here 
ended Dec. 7, but refugees fleeing 
from the Viet Cong are still pour­
ing into refugee centers at An 
Hoa and Nongson. 

More than 2500 rdugees from 
"Antenna" Vallev have checked 
in-most of them' chOOSing to set­
tle in the rcfugre hamlet of Thang 

DA NANG-1st Marine Aircraft My. 
Marines of Jewish CCiith, along First Division Marines killed 
with those of other units in the eight Viet Cong and captured 18 
Da Nang area, celebrated the during the 10-day operation. 
('sliva I of .H 1:1 n u k k a h during A Viet Cong rice cache of 44 
December 7-]4 with services in tons was found and moved by 
various chapels including a spe- Marine helicopters. 
cial holiday celebration at the ( The rice will be distributed 
usa on Hill 327 on Decl'mbcr 11. among Ihe I"(~fugees. 

For Jews serving in Victnam Marines casualties wcrc light. 
aiding 0 p pre sse d South Viet- * 
namese, the Festival of Hanuk­
kah has a special significance. 1t 
tells the story of military valor 
and epic bravery, focusing atten­
tion upon a dramatic crisis in 
.J ('wish history when freedom 
cried out for pl"olection b,· dedi-
cated men. . 

Purple Heart 
DA NANG-A Marine Lance 

Corporal was the recipient o[ a 
Purple Heart award here Dcc. 8 
during ceremonies he'll probably 
never forget. 

Lance Corporal James L. Scott. 
19, Headquarters Company. First 
Marine Regiment, 1st MarinL' 
Division. was awarded the medal 
during cert'monies conducted by 

! Lieutenant General LeonCird F. 

Medcap 
CHU LA! - MedCap, the abo 

breviation of Medical Civil Ar­
fait'S Program, is a very import­
ant part of the wal' in Vietnam. 

Upon their arrival in the Re­
public or Vietnam, ~he men of 
Marine Aircraft Group (MAGH:! 
took on the program already be­
gun in the village of Ah Tan. 

Membt'I's of the group's medi­
cal section set up a dispensary 
in the village maternity hospital. 
It includes an examining room, 
treatment room and a dental of­
fice. 

Navy Lieutenant Andy E. Kirk, 
the group's flight surgeon, heads 
thL' team of medical pL'l"sonnd. 

Ther visit the village oneL! a 
week. 



Chu Lai Marines 
Christmas early 
By: GySgt James J. Oggerlno and 

LCpl Philip Hamer 
CHU LAI-Ch,.istmas came to 

1st Division Marines in the ehu 
Lai area, thanks to the division 
chaplains 'and to the citizens of 
America. 

Chaplains held special Christ· 
mas services (or all 1st Division 
units here Dec. 14. Marines in the 
field, many of whom spent their 
first Christmas away from home, 
were able to join in traditional 
Christmas worship. 

PROGRAM PROVIDER-SSgt. Samllel P. Holtry civil affairs non-commissioned officer 
/or Headquarters Battalion, J 5t Marine Division, passes out programs printed in Vietnamese 
describing the events schedllied for the Elders Day Festival, Dec. 3 in Hoa My hamlet. 

A busy sC,hedulc or religious 
services kept chaplains moving 
from the thatch-roored chapels in 
headquarters areas to improvised 
altars on the front lines. They 
carried with them the true spirit 
of Christmas. 

Marines here also enjoyed the 
fruits of the spirit of good will 
towards man. These were in the 
(orm of packages received at III 
Marine Amphibious Foree head· 
quarters in Da Nang from private 
citizens, religious and other or· 
ganizations throughout the United 
States. 

(Photo by: LCpl. John J. Williams) 

First Elders Day Festival 
greeted with enthusiasm 

One group or packages was 
gathered by residents of Long 
Beach, Calif., under the name of 
Operation Friendship. The VFW 
of Muscatine, Iowa. contributed. 
as did Iwo church organizations 
in Seattle. Wash., six Indiana 
Candie (sic) and Cookie Packs. 
A chapel at the Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds in Maryland also sent 
packages. 

By MSgt. G. E. Wilson 
DA NANG-Togetherness was the theme of the first Elders Day Festival, Dec. 3, 

in tiny Hoa My hamlet near Da Nang. 
The festival brought together the adult members of the community, their govern­

ment, and Marines in a two hour get-acquainted party, In all, some 30 packages were 
forwarded from m MAF to the 
chaplain's office here with the 
request they be distrlbuled 10 
"combat Marines." This does not 

It was the first in a series of festivals designed to graphically portray to the Viet­
namese that freedom and democracy offers a better way of life. 

The 1st Marine Division, borrowing the festival idea created by the 2nd Korean 
----'------_. 

Brigade, trucked 8 band, gifts ~:;:~~~~~~~~~~~+I~; and food into the hamiet for a of the 6th 
party (or the elder members of fairs Co., U.S. Army 
the community. HOB My stradles the 1st Marine Division. 
Vietnamese Highway No. I, west "We plan to hold parties for 
of Da Nang. 

Over 250 citizens, from young mother, children, and elders 
adults to proud, wispy.bearded again, in a series of moves de· 
octogenarians, the district, vil- signed to build up the peoples' 
lage and hamlet chief; the com- confidence and trust in the legiti· 
manding General of the 1st Ma- mate government of South Viet· 
rine Division and U.S. Marine nam." 
and Army civic action represen­
tatives gathered in the fenced-in 
green for the party. 

Major General H. Nickerson 
Jr., commanding general of the 
1st Marine Division, set the mood 
oc the festival when he led the 
villagers in a simple but stirr.ing 
pledge of allegiance to their Viet­
namese flag. 

The Captain credits the Ko· 
reans of the 2nd ROK Marine 
(Blue Dragon) Brigade, operal· 
ing south of Chu Lai, for conceiv­
ing the Idea of an Elders Festival. 
The Koreans have been particu­
larly successful in winning former 
Viet Cong to the side of freedom 
with these parties. "Mothers and 
elders convince them to defect," 
he said. 

proves its versatility 
DONG HA-One of Ihe more unusual pieces of machinery to be 

found al this northern Marine base Is proving its versatility even 
before being committed to its primary duty. 

The Otter, a personnel and cargo carrier with amphibious capa­
bilities, has come to the rescue of several 2% ton trucks mired in mud. 

Six of these slub-nosed, tracked, box-like vehicles from "A" Co., 
3rd Motor Transporl Battalion will be used to carry supplies from 
command posts to forward elements of units on Operation Prairie. 

First designed for use in snow, the Otters were sent to Vietnam 
for resupplying when helicopter flights are hampered by weather. 

The Otters thrive on wet, muddy terrain. Though it weighs 9,000 
pounds, it's lighter than other tracked vehicles. Its 3D-inch wide 
tracks prevent it from sinking in mud or soft earth. "It is a privilege to be with 

you, the elders of Hoa My," Gen. 
Nickerson said, "I'm looking for­
ward to working with you. I ask 
you for your friendship and co­
operation." 

--------------------

Major Hau, a professional Army 
of the Republic soldier and Dis­
trict Chief of Hoa Vang, mounted 
the speakt!rs' platform to wel­
come Marines to the hamlet. He 
said the party would help bring 
the people closer to their govern­
ment and the Marines. 

A solid wall of children pressed 
tightly together outside the green 
to hear the 1st Marine Division 
Band under the direction of War­
rant Officer E.W. Elfes. serenade 
the elders with a program of 
Vietnamese and American ar­
rangements. 

After the sp"""hes, In which 
General Nickerson promised to 
provide the security ror the ham­
let "while you (the people) win 
the war," U.S. Marines and Army 
men Joined the hamlet chief in 
passing out Vietnamese flags, 
calendars and cigarettes. 

The Elders Party was the £irst 
in a series of parties planned to 
keep the people in constant con­
tact with their own leaders and 
the Marines, said Captain Mi­
chael E. Sammon, USA. and one 
of the chief architects of the 
Eiders Day Festival. Capt. Sam· 
mon is the Platoon Commander 

Unknown benefactor 
Person or persons ullknown added the flowers to this manger scene at the lSI M~rine 

Divisioll chaplaill's office near Da Nang. Looking at the contributions ~re (from left to "~ht): 
Sgts. Leoll B. Parkinsoll, and Richard A. Lastner, who built the dISplay! Capt. DaVid J. 
Casaz-a division chaplain and Lt. Robert Weeks, Headquarters Bn. Chaplam. 

<. , (Photo by Cpl. J. J. Williams) 

include packages scnt by thc Girl 
Scouts of America. 

Once received at Chu Lai, the 
pac k age s were forwarded to 
chaplains at outlying units for 
further distribution. 

Also early 
at Dong Ha 

DONG HA-Christmas came a 
little early this year tor 3rd Divi­
sion Marines operating here just 
a short distance trom the Demili .. 
tarized Zone. 

Each Marine in this northern­
most combat area received a gift 
of a handsome pigskin wallet and 
five specially engraved Christmas 
cards, plus writing kits and ciga­
rettes. 

The wallets, cards and writing 
kits were gifts trom the division's 
special services. Cigarettes were 
donated by various civilian firms 
and organizations. 

Each wailet has a gold· 
embossed Marine Corps emblem 
stamped on the outside. On the 
inside, also stamped in gold, arc 
the words "Merry Christmas, 
1166, 3rd Marine Div. FMF, Viet· 
nam." 

The Christmas car d s are 
decorated in scarlel and gold with 
season's greetings in both English 
and Vlelnamese, and the Triad, 
Ihe symbol of the 3rd Marine 
Division. 

According to Cap I a I n John 
Angil, division forward G·l 0111· 
cer, 45,800 Christmas cards, and 
44tJO writing kits were distributed 
to Marines participating in Oper· 
ation Prairie. . 

Cardinal Spellman 
to say Mass 

His Emlaenee, Cardinal 
Franels SpeUmaa, will eel .. 
brate a Christmas Mass on 
Dee. 26 al 11 a.m. at the 
Division Amphitheater on 
Hill #327. 

Chaplain's 
Birthday 

PHU BAl 
Divi­

at division head­
to celebrate the lUst 

anniversary of the Naval Chap· 
Iains Corps. 

The celebration followed close 
on the heels of the 'Marine'S an­
niversary which took place Nov. 
10. The two services are the same 
age. 

Included in the ceremony was 
the traditional cake cutting with 
honored guest Major General 
Wood B. Kyle, 3rd Division com­
mander. assisting Navy Captain 
H.T. Lavin, division chaplain. 

Colonel J.B. Sweeney, and Colo· 
nel J.R. Rhoades, the division's 
chief of stall and deputy chief of 
staff respectively, were guests at 
the celebration. 

Gen. Kyle addressed the as· 
sembled chaplains, some who had 
come from units located at Dong 
Ha near the demilitarized zone. 
He' praised the chaplains for their 
devotion to Marines fighting the 
war in Vietnam. He also paid 
tribute to all chaplains that have 
served with Marines since the 
beginning of the Corps. 

The general pre sen ted the 
Bronze Star Medal with Combat 
"V" for heroism, to Lieutenant 
Commander N.W. Hubbie, Catho· 
lie chaplain (or di.vislon rear a~ 
Phu 8ai. to close the ceremony. 
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1lS~OJl$ S;,e4din~ 
TO OUR FIGHTING MEtN IN VIETNAM 

,/~()>i(> YOUR~RIENDS IN II\IEWJEtRSEY 

We at hollU! knoW of the sacrHices you atemakltlg on behalf of our 
country. We salute your valor and apprec.iate your efforts 'to " 
bring peace.yetanxiol.lSljt aWaIt your safe mum home. ~ are m 

our ~oughts an .. d .. pl. a:ry.,.et . . ' .. $ th ... 1S .. da.!Y as. VIle .. ' Send.~... .. . '.' our .... -11.. ~ .. , Best Wishes for.a Ji. .. K)I , ·J.. .il f~h9l1 !f(!B:}' ~t:A 
'CIfle'l 'Y (;/(ltiJijl(tl41 - TT;! 

~ . 

.... 
HELLO FROM HOME-Citizens of New Jersey expressed their support for America's effort 

in Vietnam with this giant Christmas clJrti hearing the signatures of thousands of New JeT· 

seyites. including Gov. Richard I. Hughes, several mayors, alld representatives 0/ many high 
schoul classes. The sign is on display in the main exchange near Da Nang, 

CG III MAF Message 
Christmas 1966 comes at a solemn and uncertain 

time in the affairs of the world. Two thousand 
years ago when Christ was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea. that ancient world, much as our world today, 
was marked by unrest, human struggle, conflict 
and uncertainty. 

This Holy Season is a reminder that God has 
a stake in our affairs and in the way human his­
lory develops. The Lord who entered history to 
be one of us also molds and shapes our destiny. 
He remains in control. 

We who are on duty here in the Republic of 
Vietnam, separated this Christmas Season Crom 
home and family. are participating in one of his­
lory's great ventures In freedom. We believe that 
our involvement here continues to offer the best 
prospect of demonstrating to the world that free 
men can govern themselves responsibly and de­
cently. To accept responsibility, to engage in 
struggle, and to endure sacrifice is not new to 
people of faith. Our participation in this conflict 
provides hope {or the people oC Vietnam in their 

struggle to achieve a more secure and peaceful 
future. 

The message oC "Peace on Earth, Good Will 
among men" Is no mere idealistic dream. Faith, 
hope and love are part of our religious heritage, 
but every generation must struggle to achieve and 
safeguard them. Assured that God is interested in 
human affairs and is active in our midst, we 
participatE! in this drama of history in the sincere 
hope and prayers that our participation will help 
lay the foundations {or international understanding. 

During the past year you have demonstratNl 
your continued loyalty, dedication, perseverance 
and patience in fulfilling your duties. In additlOn 
to conveying my personal greetings to you, I 
sincerely hope the blessings o{ this Christmas Sea­
son will provide you with spiritual resources to 
continue to serve God and Country in whatever 
capacity may be necessary in the coming year. 

L. W. Wall 
Lieutenant General, U.S. Marine Corps 

Commanding General 

~A@A®~A~~_~A~ 

CMC's Message 
To Marines, to all Free World fighting men, 

and to your families I extend my warmest wish 
lor a joyous Christmas. May the promise 01 
Christmas, which your service and sacrifice pro­
vides lor all, be yours through the coming year. 

:ro· .. 0" , 'Iw.~/u.c.""""~,,, 
WALLACE M. GREENE, JR. 

General, U. S. Marin: Corps 
Commandant of the Mar~ne Corps 

. . . . -. -. -. ~~~~~~~' 
• -G'" .-Ci"' .-G'" .• c;- •. Ci'" • ~ • ~ 
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Taking the place of Santa Claus are (left) Lt. Vincent 

R. Capadonna. (eHC), USN. alld (first from left) LCdr. John 

A. Baxter (CHC) USN. J st Medical BII., assistallt chaplain 

and chaplaill respectively. The two chaplaillS distributed the 
coli/ellis of Christmas packages received from the U.S. to 
patients on the wards at J st Medical Bn. Standing in line to 
receive the goodies fonvarded from II MAF Headquarters 
are: (left 10 right) HN John M. Chi/a, LCpl. Nolall W. 
Coffee. HM2 Ronald E. Thomas and Cpl. Carlos Ashlock. 

Short Vietnam' Christmas Scenes 

MOUNTAIN OF GIFTS­
SSgt William F. Keyser of the 
1 Sl Tank 811. sits among 
some 1500 pounds of gifts 
donated by citizens of Wau­
kegan. Ill .• tu Operation Key­
sertown. The gifts will be dis· 
'<Willed to villagers ill the 
hamlet of Tich Tuy lIear Ch" 
Lai. 
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With Fourth Marines 
DONG HA-Christmas trees, blinking lights. holly wreaths 

and Santa Claus have become part of Fourth Marine Regiment liCe 
n.ere. 

'Mat:ines in the area refuse to have their Christmas spirit dam­
pened by separation Cram home, lack of a white Christmas, or the 
monsoon rains that have drenched them for weeks. 

At the be~lnning oC December, miniature, gaily-decorated trees 
began appearmg in Marines' huts. 

A majority of them have the traditional string of multi-colored 
electric bulbs around them. Some are decorated with different 
colored pieces of paper. 

The glow of lighted Christmas trees and the sound of Christmas 
music sort of makes it feel like home. 

One young 3rd Divi.sion Marine, unable to get a miniature tree, 
bought wrapping paper with Christmas designs on it and hung it in 
his tent. 

Strange visitors 
DA NANG-A manger scene erected outside the 1st Marine 

Division chaplain's office apparently has the endorsement of Viet­
namese workers in the area. 

The manger, built by two chaplain's assistants, Sergeants Leon 
B. Parkinson and Richard A. Lastner, was erected Dec. 10. 

The men carne to work the next morning to find an unknown 
passerby had left a contribution-two soda cans filled with paper 
flowers. 

Captain David J. Casazza, 1st Marine Division chaplain, theorized 
that the flowers were the girt of Vietnamese in the area, since the 
people of Vietnam traditionally decorate their outdoor shrines in 
such a manner. 

Whatever their origin, the flowers were gratefully accepted, 
and have becomc a permanent part of the display. 

J 5-loot petition 
DA NANG-A 15-foot petition of support with more than 350 

signatures has been received by the 1st Marine Division from the 
men of Wright Hall, State University, Normal, IlL 

Signed by the president of the university, Robert G. Bone, the 
petition extended the Christmas greetings of the school saying in 
part " we are with you in spirit. It is the Christmas season but we 
cannot feel the fullest joy of Christmas when you, some close friends 

and relatives and all our fellow citizens, arc so distant doing a 
thankless job ... 

"We thank you for dOing your job so well. We send you our 
vote of confidence. We hope that you will find the necessary 
strength and courage during the Christmas season." 

The petition, with appropriate seasonal comments by the stu­
dents, is being passed to units of the 1st Marine Division. 

Chief 01 Chaplains 
DA NANG-Rear Admiral James W. Kelly, Navy chief of chap­

lains, will dedicate two 1st Marine Division chapels in the Da Nang 
area on Christmas Eve. 

Admiral Kelly will speak at the dedication of the 1st Marine 
Regiment chapel at 9: 15 a.m., and will be the main speaker at 
similar ceremonies for the 1st Marine Division's new chapel in 
Da Nang at 1:30 p.m. 

The new division chapel has a seating capacity for 200 per­
sons. The first services in the chapel will be held on Christmas 
day. It replaces a quonset hut which has served as the chapel for 
members of Headquarters Battalion. 

The 1st Marine Division band will appear at the dedication and 
MajGen. H. Nickerson Jr., the division commanding general, will be 
present for the ceremonies. 

Admiral Kelly will be in the Da Nang arca {or six days, beginning 
Dec. 21. to visit Navy and Marine Corps units (rom Da Nang to 
Dong Ha, 

Christmas spirit added 
DA NANG-Marines of Headquarters Company, Ninth Marine 

Regiment, lst Marine Division have added the spirit of Christmas to 
their enlisted club as they prepare to celebrate their first Yule in 
Vietnam. 

Multi-colored crepe papPI" hangs from the ceiling in the "plush" 
plywood and knotty pine club. A red sign greets tired Marines 
returning from the field with the message "Merry Christmas." A 
string of winking lights adds to the warmth oC the holiday atmosphere. 

In the background a carol plays from a worn record, over thc 
noise of the scratches. 

Centerpiece of the new club is a three-foot silver tinsel Christmas 
tree. It is drapcd with colored bulbs and strings or red and green 
cl"('pe paper. 



Four Marines guarantee 
last payeall for paymaster 

By LCpl. Tom Judge 
DONG HA-While a reinforced platoon of I Company Third Marine Regiment 

was moving to a blocking force position for a sweep operation southeast of the "Rock· 
pile" before first light, point men Private First Class Homer B. Cassada and Lance 
Corporal Rodney W. Consalvo spotted lights a short distance ahead. 

The lights were coming from a camp lire and a flashlight in a village believed to be 
abandoned. The two 3rd Division Marines also heard talking and a cough coming from 
one of the huts. 

Second Li('utenant Robe\"t E.' ----

Schrader senl Corporal Frederick LCpl.'s I-.rst act-.on A. Tenuto. first squad leader, and 
machine gunner, Lance Corporal 
John S. Knight, with the point 
men into the hut. Meanwhile, the h III I 
lieulenanl deployed the remaind· one e not 0' rget cr of his men in an ambush for- . 
mation around the house. 

Tenuta, sneaking up to the hut, 
eaughl an enemy soldier brush. By Sgt. Roger Ynostroza 
lng his teeth, and caplured him. DONG HA-lt was Lance Corporal David J. Sim-

Simultaneously, the others en- mons' first big action. 
tered the hul from three sides, In Vietnam since August, Simmons was an M.60 
surprising five uniformed Norlh machinegunner aboard a CH-37C cargo helicopter 
Vietnamese soldiers within. . I' . th d 'I'ta' d 

The Marines killed all five. routIne resupp y miSSion near e eml 1 rIze zone. 
The Marines also captured six The large double-engine chopper delivered several 55-

weapons, including three sniper I gallon fuel drums to a 3rd Marine Division unit when 
rifles with high-power scopes, six intense automatic weapons · fire 
field packs with full equipment, broke out. Enemy positions on 
and 17 hand grenades. a saddle at a nearby razorback 

One oC the men in the hut was ridge began raking the landing 
believed to have been a pa)'- :.::one. 
master-a pay roster and 20,000 "1 guess we weren't on the 
piasters was found along with a ground for but 30 seconds after 
map indicating positions where ' the firing broke out," said Sim­
groups of five or six of the enemy mons. "But it was the most ex-
apparently were to gather. citing half-minute of my lifc. 

Reading room 
at Dong Ha 

DONG HA - Fourth Marine 
Regiment special services has a 
tropical hut here so Marines can 
"keep abreast of what is going on 
in the world." 

Books about e I e c t r,o n i c s, 
science, aviation, photography, 
sports, construction and even 
financial periodicals adorn the 
shelves. 

Marines wan tin g to keep 
abreast of the world situation find 
the latest editions of Time, News­
week, U.S. News and World Re· 
port, Life and Saturday Evening 
Post. 

Although the reading room is 
generally a busy place-it's prob­
ably the quietest hut in the area. 

"1 looked out my window and 
saw puffs on the ground where 
machincgun rounds were walking 
across the LZ toward my window. 
We were always told to stay with 
the plane when possible, so 1 hit 
th(~ deck inside the bird," he said. 

Just as "Slfumons ducke , th 
enemy machinegunner brought 
his deadly pattern off the ground, 
into the helicopter, and across 
Simmons' window. 

"1 looked up and saw bits and 
pieces of metal £lying all over. 
Have you ever been in a car 
when it's hailing outside? Well, 
it wounded just like that inside 
the helicopter," said Simmons. 

"One big explosion hit about 
20 yards from our plane. I be­
lieve it was a 75mm recoilless 
rifle. But we lifted off and they 
didn't have another chance to hit 
us with that big gun," he said. 

Simmons had a chance to get 
off return fire at the enemy from 

t . the air. "There was all kinds o( 
., smoke in the trees they were 

firing from ," he said. 
The enemy fire had taken its 

1. toll. S eve r a I rounds ripped 
j through to knock out all the 

gauges and instruments and the 

VC sighted 
LCpl. Dennis R. BOllcher 

waits for the exact moment 
to drop a smoke grenade into 
a Viet Cong position marking 
it for ground troops maneu­
vering in the rice paddy be­
low. He is a helicopter crew 
chief· 
(Photo by Cpl, D. D. Linton) 

radio; others had nearly severed 
a hydraulic fluid line. Most of the 
fluid from the utility system 
leaked out. This leakage made 
only manual operation o( the tail 
rotor by the pilot possible, much 
like power steering going out in 
a car. 

Crippled and without instru­
ments, the Marine helicopter­
with 40 bullet holes and several 
pieces of shrapnel in it-limped 
to the nearest LZ at Camp J.J. 
Carroll five miles away. 

A t w i n-r a tor CH-46 "Sea 

Soap suds 
CHU LAI-In the future, Pri· 

vate First Class David L. Randle 
a rifleman with the 1st Battalion, 
5th Marines, 1st Marine Division, 
will check his pockets before 
heading out on patrol. 

About half-way across a river, 
a steady stream of bubbles start­
ed following Randle. When he 
stepped out of the water on the 
other side, he found that both 
legs were engulfed by suds, 

He reached into the pockets on 
his jungle utilities to determine 
the cause and pUlled out two very 
used bars of soap. 

Knight", flying wing on the dis­
abled 'copter, also set down at 
Camp Carroll, then flew into 
Dong Ha with the injured pilot. 

Within two days, the CH-37 was 
repaired and ready to fly again. 

"1 don't think any other chopper 
could have absorbed so many 
rounds and still have been able 
to lift off of that LZ," said Sim­
mons. "I have a lot of respect 
for that big bird." 

Near the earth 
Ha'pital Corpsman Thomas R. Howe crouches low as 

the 2d Bn., Fiflh Marines draws sniper fire all Operatioll 
Mississippi. The action came as the battalion neared a cache 
of some 40 tons of VC rice which was captured and distributed 
to civilian refJlgees. (Photo by LCpl. J. L. McClory) 

Togetherness· is their theme 
DONG HA-"Togetherness" is The only apparent dlrrerence 

more than just a long word to are two small moles on the right 
Marine identical twin brothers side of Dennie's head. To the 

Ronnie. Chimed in Dennie, "If 
we keep'em gripin', we know 
they're happy." 

. (With their girlfriends as a prank. 

here-it's practically a way of meticulous, Dennie's jaw is a Cross 01 Gall"'ntry 
life. trifle more square-but not much. '" 

Since Merle Ronald and Charles The Capps brothers sometimes 1 '1 
Dennis Capps entered the Marine find looking alike frustrating. or Iwo pI ols 
Corps in July, 1965, they have On p~ydays t~e two have to CHU LA1-Two Marine captains 
compiled service r e cor d s so sta~d. SIde. ~y .sJde and present of Marine Fighter Squadron-323, 
similar even the most experi- t~elr IdentIfIcatIon. to the pay of- Marine Aircraft Group (MAG)-13, 
enced clerk has difficulty keeping flcer to. prev~nt t;OJX-UpS and em- have been awarded Vietnamese 
their files straight. barrassmg sltuatlQns. Cross of Gallantry. 

The Richmond Calif. brothers Ronnie's high school graduation Captains Carey B. Connell, and 
came to Vietn~m in' January. portrait was discarded bec.ause James M. Davis, received the 
Since then they have been at- so m eon e thought a dupilcate awards for their actions during 
tached to the radio relay section photo had been made of Dennie's an operation, south of Chu LaL 
of Headquarters Co.,' T h i r d picture: . Connell was pilot of an F4B 
Marine Regiment, first at Da Ronn~e (older of the I?alr by Phantom jet aircraft and Davis 
Nang and now in the Dong Ha two mmutes) and Denme sent was his naval flight o(ficer. 'They 
area. company clerks at Camp J.J. flew ground SUPPOrt missions dur-

Their service record books, pay C~rroll into their latest tiz~y in iog ..eTCh and destroy opera-
records and identification cards mid-November. They were slmYi'-""'~~' 
read like erroneous duplications. ta~eously promoted to Connel received the Cross of 
But for the,'r f,'rst two names We could al Gallantry with gold star and 

f Davis received the bronze star 
and thei'r service n u m b e r s, groans ro with his award. 
there's hardly any difference. pany, .... 

The men have the same rad» 
relay occupational specialty. 

They've always been assigned 
to the same duty station since 
coming in the Marine Corps. 

They were simultaneously pro­
moted to private first class after 
infantry training at Camp Pendle­
ton, Cali!., in Nov. 1965; then 
lance corporal while with the 
Third Regiment at Da Nang in 
May. 

The twins shot identical scores 
with the M-14 rifle during recruit 
training, even though they were 
12 targets apart. 

They both compiled 399 scores 
during recruit training's physical 
fitness test. They did the same 
number of pushups, pullups, sit­
ups, squat ·thrusts and ran the 
300 meter dash in the same length 
of time. 

They wear the same size 
clothes and boots. They're the 
same height (6'2") and weight 
(180 lbs.), have the same blood 
type, and even laugh the same 
way. 

They're so look-alike that even 
their own mother has trouble 
telling them apart, they said. 
They talk slyly of changing places, 

-

Visiti n9 senator 
Senator Strom Thllrmond of South Carolina, on tOJlr of 

Vietnam, talks with members of MAG-II during his visit to 
the Da Nang airstrip. Left to right are: Col. Franklin C. 
Thomas, Jr.; Sen, Thurmond; LtCol. Howard Wolf; 2nd Lt. 
William D. Llewellyn and Charles Kirbow, chief clerk of the 
Senate Arme(i Forces Committee. 
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BOB HOPE COMES "HOME" 
~~~~~.~~~~~~At~~~~~~~ 

Here's a peek at ' '\\ 'I 
Bob Hope's SRB ~\ I, 

Bob Hope's history of entertaining Gl's began in May, 1941, at 
California's March Field. During World War II and the Korean 
conflict he made many trips to our overseas military bases to 
entertain troops. 

In 1948, he went to Berlin at the request of our Ail' Force to C·"" . ... 
put on several shows (or GJ's involved in the airlift. Among those 
accompanying him on that journey were his wife, Dolores; Air Force 
Secretary (now Senator) Stuart Symington; and General Jimmy 
Doolittle. . 

The following year, Hope ran into Brigadier General Frank 
Armstrong, who asked him: "When are you going to do a show 
for Gl's in Alaska?" 

Bob immediately packed his parka and took off for the frozen 
North with his wife, four children and a troupe of Hollywood pel'· 
formers. 

By then he was "hooked" on the Christmas·performing habit, 
so in 1949 he went to Alaska, in 1950 to the Pacific, and in 1954 
to Greenland. 1955 to England and Iceland. 1956 to Alaska, 1957 to 
the Orient, 1958 to the Azores, North Africa, Iceland and Europe, 
1959 to Alaska for the third time. 1960 to the Caribbean, 1961 to 
Newfoundland and Greenland, 1962 again to the Orient 1963 to 
Africa. Turkey, Italy and the Greek Islands and 1964 'to South 
Vietnam (the first American star to take a troupe there) Thailand 
Guam, the Philippines and Korea (where he had performed during 
the Korean conflict). 

,. 

\ 
Skeptics to the contrary, Hope actually remained on California I 

soil on three consecutive December 25ths, from 1951 through 1953. 
But on the '51 and '53 holidays he braved the freeways-an act 
tantamount to facing enemy gunfire, if Californians are to be be· 
lieved-to bring laughter to patients at the Long Beach Veterans 

edy returns to his 
Hospital. 

Hope shrugs off compliments about his holiday treks for the 
servicemen, say •• « that bebtg away over the holidays Is his way 
of not having "to send ChrJstmas cards." But when .e's pinned 
down, he admits that "the GI's have done a lot more for me than 
I've ever done for them." 

His feelings about the conflict in Vietnam have been.. ~ 
however, in perfect1,y aar~ terms. -w"ne rrgJili'iig a common 
enemy over there, more than the Viet Congo It's the Commies. That's 
our enemy. If we don't win there (in South Vietnam) we'll be fighting 
in Pomona." 

The exact locations of the bases at which the Bob Hope troupe 
will present shows will not be released In advance for securIty 
reasons. The validIty of the Department of Defense precautionary 
measures in behalf of the troupe became sharply apparent two years 
ago. Delayed when a crew member failed to complete loading of 
equJpment until 20 minutes after the scheduled departure Ume. the 
Bob lIope troupe arrived at Its destination in Saigon somewhat 
aUer they were expected. Twenty minutes prior to their arrival 
the ollicers' harracks across the street from their hotel was bombed. 

Gorgeou. Phylli. Dill., 
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"combat family" in Vietnam 
b Hope will pay his third 

visit to wartorn Vietnam at 
Christmas this year, as he cel­
ebrates his 25th year of enter· 
taining American troops. 

Hope's troupe is scheduled to 
appear in the I Corps area during 
his stay in South Vietnam during 
the holiday week, II MAF Special 
Services Office said. 

Individual Marines should can· 
tact unit special services officers 
for specific information on date 

8 "Miss America" contestant, 
will be making her seventh can· 
secutive overseas trip with Hope 
this Christmas. 

The Korean Kittens, a night· 
club act which met with enthusi· 
astic acclaim from Singapore to 
London, from Puerto Rico to San 
Francisco, was spotted earlier 
this year by Hope during a visit 
to Puerto Rico. The three girls 
dance and sing in every imagina~ 

~~i:~~:;:~J~;~~;!; " 
tour of GI overseas military t$: 
bases from Dec. 16·30, under co­
sponsorship of the Defense De· 
partment and the USO. 

Films of the shows presented 
by Bob Hope and his "bundle of 
C~ristmas Cheer" at each stoP. 
Will be colorcast by NBC television 
network on Wednesday, Jan. 18 
from (9-10:30 p.m PST & EST' 
8-9: 30 p.m. CST) ';'hcrr "Chryslc;' , 
Presents the Bob Hope Christmas 
Special. " 

Phyiiis Diller ("the Liz Taylor 
of the "Twilight Zone' ") will be 
making her first overseas trip 
when she travels to the Far 
East. 

"I've ne'·er even been to Eu· 
rop('!" she says, "but I guarantee 
one look at me will cure 300,000 
cases of homesickness for Arnerl· 
C3n girls before I rettlrn to the 
States. " 

• 

0;,-

Joey Heatherton first. traveled 
~ith Bob Hope to Santo Domingo 
In July 1965 to entertain Ameri· 
can troops stationed there during 
the hostilities in the Dominican 
Republic. The tiny, blonde dancer· 
singer was so wildly received by 
the servicemen, Hope invited her 
to accompany him on the 1965 """i:,"'-Ji<i'<"" -'''''' : .. 
Christmas trip to Vietnam. I 

ble style - (rom the Watusi to 
straight ballet, from rock and roll 
to traditional Korean folk music. 

Les Brown, lcader of the Band 
of Renown, will be making his 
13th Bob Hope Christmas trip (he 
missed one during the 14 years 
Hope has played GI Santa) this 
season. He can lay claim to more 
air miles of travcl than any other 
organized band in the history of 
the business. 

Anita Bryant, thc lovely brunet., 
te Singer whose career began as Songstress Anita Bryant 


