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Wins Navy Cross 

Marine drops on grenade 
to save comrades' lives 

, By GySgt. Ron Harwood 
DA NANG-A citizen of Ireland, who threw himself on an enemy hand grenade 

to save the lives of two fellow Marines and lived to tell about it, was awarded the United 
States' second ranking medal for heroism, the Navy Cross, Feb. 19. 

The combination of raw courage and th~ traditional "luck of the Irish" was too 
much for the odds-makers as not only was no one killed-there were no injuries resulting 
from the Viet Cong grenllde attack. 

Corporal Patrick Gallagher, 22, of County Mayo, Ireland, was a member of "H" 
Company, 2nd Battalion, Fourth 
Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine 
Division, taking part in Opera­
tion Hastings when the action oc­
curred. 

Early · on the morning oC July 
18, 1966, his company was set in 
dcCensive positions near Can La. 
Gallagher, along with t h r e e 

Gen. Westmoreland 
decorates surgeon 

other Marines, was in a foxhole DA NANG - Navy Captain whose impact fuse was partially 
near the company's perimeter. Harry H. Dinsmore, the doctor activated. 

Suddenly, one of several enemy who removed a live 60mm mortar 
soldiers who were attempting to shell from the chest of a Viet 
infiltrate the position, threw a na'mese soldier, was awarded a 
grenade into the hole. Gallagher Navy Cross here Feb. 19 for that 
kicked the grenade ouL.of the operation. 
area where it exploded harmless· Chief of Surgery at the U.S 
ly. Naval Support Activity hospital 

General William C. Westmore­
land, commander of U.S. Forces 
in Vietnam, presented the award, 
the Nation's second highest for 
heroism, to Dinsmore in cere­
monies at the III Marine Am· 
phibious headquarters here. 

FOR HEROISM-Marine Cpl. Patrick Gallagher, of County 
Mayo, Ireland, is congratulated by General William C. West­
moreland, commander oj U.S. Forces in Vietnum, jor receiv­
ing the Navy Cross. 

Another grenade followed and here, he volunteered to perform 
this one landed between two of the · operation, knowing full well 
Gallagher's fellow Marines. Un· the dangers to himself should the 
hesitatingly, he threw his body I'c,und be detonated. 
on the grenade to absorb the ex· The patient. Private First Class 
peetcd explosion and save his 
comrade's lives. It f:tlled to ex. Nguyen Luong of the Army of 
plode and the three Marines with the Republic of Vietnam, was 
him were ordered out of the hole. medevaccd into the hospital on 

New FLSG-A CO 
HOA KHANH-Colonel George 

C. Schmidt, Jr., assumed com­
mand of the Force Logistic Sup­
port Group "Alpha", February 8. 

Operation Scholarship 
launched by lstMarDiv 

While they were scrambling to the night of Oct. 1, 1966, 
safety, t~o more en.e~y grenades When X-rays showed the danger 
landed In the positIOn and ex- . . . 
plodcd _ stJII no one was injured, of the SituatIOn, Dr. Dln~mon..' Im-

1 Gallagher then rolled off the mediately took charge and per· 

I 
grenade he V.dS lying on, pIcked I formed the delicate operation -

(Continued on Back Page) successrully remOVing the round 

He succeeds Colonel Robert R. 
Weir, who will assume duties as 
the 3d Marine Division's Supply 
Officer, a post formerly held by 
Schmidt. 

Present at the ceremony was 
Brigadier Gf'neral J. E. Herbold, 
Jr. 

By: MSg! G,E, Wilson 
OPERATION SCHOLARSHIP, 

a 100,000 dollar educational fund 
drive, will be launched March 1 
by the 1st Marine Division, ac­
cording to an announcement by 
Mnjor General Herman Nicker­
s.on Jr .• commanding general of 
the division. 

"The money will be used for 
the future education of children 
oC the lst Division Marines and 
Navymen killed in action," said 
the drive chairman, Sergeant Ma­
Jor J.H. Johnson. 

"All units under the operation­
al control of the 1st Marine Di­
vision are being given the op­
portunity to participate in this 
worthwhile project," Johnson 
said. He noted that any child of 
ally Marine OJ' Navyman who has 
served with the 1st Marine Divi­
sion-including attached units­
are eligibll' to receive the scho­
larship funds. 

"We arc not confining the drive 
to Marine and Navymen in Viet­
nam," the sergeant major point· 
ed uut. "Anyone, anywhere in the 
world, may contribute." 

"Civilians who may wish to 
help the Marines help themselves 
may take part in the campaign," 
he pointed out. 

In Vietnam sergeants major 
and first sergeants of all units 
in the division have been desig­
nated as drive chairmen and 
collection agents for their units. 

All money collected will be 
turned over to the Custodian 

of OPERATION SCHOLARSHIP, 
and banked in Saigon until the 
drive is completed. 

OPERATION SCHOLARSHIP 
funds will then be turned over 
to the 1st Marine Division As­
sociation Scholarship Fund Com~ 
mittee which administers the dis­
tribution of the funds to deserv­
ing children who apply for thE' 
money. 

Ml'mbership in the 1st Marine 
Division Association is open to 
any Marine or Navyman who 
has served in or been attached 
to the 1st Marine Division in the 
past or present. 

"That means," Sergeant Major 
Johnson said, "that members of 
the Ninth, Fourth, Twelfth, Thir· 
teenth and Twenty·Sixth Marine 
Regiments now under the opera­
tions control of the division are ' 
eligible to participate in the drive 
and-II they wish-join the Is! 
Marine Division Association." 

Any money donated to the fund 
drive may be sent by check or 
money order to the: Custodian, 
OPERATION SCHOLARSHIP. Is! 
Marine Dh'lslon, C/O FPO San 
Francisco, California, 96602. 

Marines in Vietnam may con­
tribute through their unit repre­
sentatives or direct to the eusto- I t: . :~.~:t;~.,,;1!i 
dian, Sergeant Major Johnson I kh 
PO~~\~:ct~~' boxes have been Marine casua ty on Operation Dec ouse VI 
planned for all clubs in the 1st 
Marine Division area Cor anyone 
wishing to make contributions 

('Contlnul"d on Back Page) 

A Marine wounded during Operation Deck/lOuse VI, is medevuced by (I helicopter of 
Murine Medium Helicopter Squadroll 263. During D-D(~)' operations, 'he Marines confirmed 
48 VC killed, many from sllpporting weapons fire, (Plloto by Sgt, lallie" 80yd) 





Love Jayne 
A permanent record 0/ her visit to the Ninth Marines is 

recorded in concrete by Jayne Mansfield during her visit /0 

Da Nang. The buxom blonde also visited the 2d Bn., Fifth 

Marines and the 1st Bn., Twenty-Sixth Marines, posing lor 
photographs and talking with the Marines. 

(Photo by Cpl. J. J. Williams) 

Lost or late mail 
could be stopped 

CHU LAI--,-When a Marine's mail fails to get through, 
it's likely to be his own fault, postal officials said. 

The 1st Marine Division Post Office finds that letters 
and packages arriving in Vietnam or sent to the United 
States often never reach their destination. Incorrect address 
information and inadequate packing and wrapping pro­
cedures are the most common reasons. 

According to Second Lieutenant ..,-----,--,---,-:-:--:---:--c­
H.F. Roberts, assistant division dress cards (available through 
postal officer, attention to a few Ithemail orderly) to the publish· 
simple suggestions will greatly ers. 
increase post office efficiency 3, Adequate packing containers 
and insure more Marines will get and wrapping will prevent dam· 
more mail sooner, and in better age to the contents of any pack­
condition. age. The contents should deter-

1. All personnel checking in to mine the type of pac kin g 
a unit should contact the unit requireil, and 'sufficiently strong 
mail orderly immediately and boxes, paper, twinc and tape 
give him correct and complcte must be used. C',l'ation cases 
address information. Personnel make cxccllent packing boxes, 
being transferred should inform for example, but a shoe box will 
the mail orderly and repeat the seldom withstand overseas ship· 
process on arrival at their next ment. 
unit. 4. No firearms, grenades, rock· 

2. Personal correspondents in ets, flares or explosives are 
the Unitcd States or elsewhere mailable un d e r any circum· 
should be notified immediately of stances. This has been a serious 
any change of address. The same postal problem in the past. Rc· 
applies to newspapers and maga· member: The aircraft carrying 
zines the Marine desires to have a Marine horne from Vietnam 
forwarded: send change of ad· may nevcr arrive due to the ex· 

plosion of illegally-mailed mate· 
rial in the mail compartment. New Tanks CO It may take a little more time 
to find a stronger box, and that 
extra twine and write out the 
complete address, but it can in­
Sure that the souvenirs get home 
and the letters get here. 

DA NANG-Lieutenant Colonel 
Robert J . Norton assumed com· 
mand of the 3d Tank Battalion, 
1st Marine Division, Feb. 14 in 
ceremonies at the battalion com· 
mand post ncar Da Nang. 

He received the unit's colors Texas Marines note 
from Lieutenant Colonel William The State National Bank of El 
R. Corson, the outgoing com- Paso, Texas publishes a weekly 
mander, in win d s w e p t cere· "Home Town Nt;!ws" newsletter 
monies. I for m e m b e r s of the Armed 

Corson, under whose direction Forces from the El Paso·Fort 
the tank unit's civic action pro· Bliss area. 
gram matured from a give·away Marines from this area who 
program into one which is helping would like to receive the free 
the villagers of Phong Bac gain weekly newspaper should send 
economiC sell efficiency, will con· their names and addresses to: 
tinue to work in the civic action Mr. C. P. Box, The State Nation· 
field. Corson is now with G·5 III al Bank, Drawer 1072, El Paso, 
MAF. Texas 79999. 

Decorations and awar'ds 
DA NANG-Led by their commanding officer, 9 members of the 2nd Battalion, 

Fourth Marines, 1st Marine Division, ""ere decorated for heroism and meritorious serv­
ice for their gallant actions during Operations Hastings and Prairie. 

Lieutenant Colonel Arnold E. Bench, the battalio'l commander, was awarded both 
the Silver and Bronze Star Medals during the cremony. 

Sergeant William E. Wright, a radio operator, was decorated with the Silver Star. 
A Bronze Star Medal was presented to Corporal Dale L. Inman, and Navy Com­

mendation Medals were awardcd 
Staff Sergeant Randolph W. Fast who were in the process of )eav· twice wounded the p I a too n 
Sergeant Michael E. Ovens, COl': ing the area at the time of the guide," according t? .the citation. 

' po.l'al Larry A. Sturdivant, Lance attack. Throughout the VICIOUS 1~ ho~r 
I Corporals William L. Howe and Later battle he courageously, With hiS 
James Sandoval and PI' i ~ ate Later, when Company " H" be· comrades, and in complete dis· 
First. Class Willie W. Gainer. came heavily engaged on July regard for his own safety, repeat· 

Silver Star 23 by a numerically superior edly exposed t~emselve~ to .the 
The Silver Star Medal was force Benc'h, "with complete dis- heavy ~nemy fire, to direct the 

awarded to Col. Bench for a regard for his own safety braved supl?~l"tmg arms onto the enemy 
series of courageous actions duro deadly enemy fire to advance 200 forhf~ed ,rock bunker.s. 
ing Operation Hastings from July meters from his position to assess . Wnght s calm achon resulted 
is to 24, 1966. the situation." In. the death . of several enemy 

Sgt. Wright was decorated for He contacted and personally smpers, enablmg the wounded to 
his conspicious gallantry and in. directed air support and even be evacu.a~ed safely ..... ' 
trepidity in action during Opera. when two 250 pound bombs fell ~hen I ~mforcements at lIved to 
tion Prairie Aug. 23 and 24. short of the target landing neal' rehc,":e hiS pl~toon,. ~e self~essly 

, his position, "he fearlessly con- remamed at hiS pOSitIOn until the 
Bronze Stars tinued to expose himself to the- enemy had been forced to retreat 

The Bronze Star Medals were intense enemy fire to direct the and members of his unit evacuat· 
awarded to Bench and Cpt. In· air strikes." ed 
man for their bravery and cool· On July 24 the colonel was' Ceremonies 
ness under intense enemy fire on wounded during a heavy enemy During the same ceremonies 
July 16 and July 23 and 24 re- mortar attack on his battalion. Bench was awarded the Bronze 
spectively. He, with complete disregard for Star Medal for heroism on 23 and 

Navy Commendation his own wounds, repeatedly ex- 24 July during Operation Prairie. 
The Navy Commendation Med· posed himseH to hostile fire and During a briefing the command 

als were awarded to the remain· continued to direct counter bat· post came under an enemy mol'· 
ing members of the battalion in tery fire on the enemy. tar attack. Bench, with complete 
the ceremony for heroic achieve· Wright disregard for his own safety, 10-
ment during the two 3rd Marine Sergeant Wright earned his cated the enemy battery, ordered 
Division operations south of the Silver Star during Operation counter mortar fire, and then con-
demilitarized zone. Prairie, Aug. 23 and 24 when he tinued the briefing. 

Bench volunteered to accompany a rap- Again, when one of his com· 
Bench's Silver Star was award· id reaction force going to help a pany command posts was in 

ed for a series of courageous ac· company under attack and sur· danger of being overrun, he 
tions during Operation Hastings rounded by a North Vietnamese quickly organized a reaction force 
from ,July 18-,24, 1966. force. and led the attacks which broke 

His battalion was clearing the Arriving after dark, Wright, up the North Vietnamese attacks. 
Song Nam Valley ahead of the then a corporal, immediately set Inman 
3rd Bn., Fourth Marine Regi. up positions to relay timely and "Corporal Dale Inman, Bronze 
ment, when a force estimated at accurate information between the Star winner, was decorated for 
1000 North Vietnamese enemy sol· command post, reaction force his heroism on July 16. When his 
diers attacked the 3rd Battalion. and the beleaguered force. machinegun was damaged by 

During the attack, the column At dawn the enemy launched hostile fire, he exhibited outstand· 
became divided and disorganized a fierce attack on the Marines. ing presence of mind and techni· 
and required reinforcements. "Courageously, Wright calmly cal skill by disassembling the 

"Quickly and skillfully,'·' ac· continued his reporting, despite weapon in the midst of withering 
cording to the citation accom· intense enemy fire that took the fire, carrying the parts to another 
panyjng the Silver Star Medal, life of his platoon leader, severely damaged gun, putting the two to· 
"Bench organized a relief force of wounded the platoon sergeant and gether and continuing the fight." 
two companies and led his force 
into the flanks of the enemy 10-
cated on both sidcs of the valley. 

"Taking the pressure orr the 
beleagured column, ·the colonel 
continued to direct the attack un· 
til the column was reorganized 
in a secure zone." 

Again on July 21, Bench's posi· 
tion was attacked by a North 
Vietnamese force ' estimated be· 
tween 40 and 50 soldiers. Under 
fire the colonel calmly directcd 
the evacuation of his staff and 
several civilian correspondents 

Keep eyes open 
By LCpl. Guy E. Cornwell 

DA NANG-With the ever pres­
ent danger of booby traps, enemy 
mines and hidden caves, Marines 
learn to keep their eyes open. 

Scrgeant C.E. "Pete" Vanvleet 
Jr . like a good detective put two 
and two together and uncorked a 
large cache of Viet Cong medical 
supplies hidden in false walls and 
flooring of a house during a recent 
search and destroy operation 25 
miles south of Da Nang. 

The clue was a insignificant 
glass bottie top lying on a dugout 
inside of a house. 

His curiosity aroused, Vanvleet, 
whose unit was guarding the ham· 
let while the I'cmandel' of "I" 
Company, 3rd Battalion, Seventh 
Marines sweeping the area, kept 
poking around until he found the 
cache, one of the largest un· 
covered in the area. 

"We had swept through the 
CIrea several times previously," 
he said, "and didn't expect to 
find anything like this." 

Among the supplies found in 
the hamlet of An My by the 1st 
Marine Division unit was a large 
amount of peniciUin. 

Sgl. William E. Wright, a radio operator with 2d Bn., 

FOllrth Marines, is decorated with the Silver Star Medal jor 

conspicuous gallantry in action by MajGen. Herman Nicker~ 

S'OIl Jr., commanding general, 1st MarDiv. The ceremony was 

held recently s~uth 0/ Da Nang. 

SEA TIGER 3 
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Radio for a pillow 
LCpl. C. M. Preston, a radio operator with "E" Co., ld 8n., Fitth Marines, takes an 

opportunity to grab a tew winks during a break on Operation Independence. The 1st Division 
Marines killed 153 VC during the eight-day operation, the division's largest since August. 

(Photo by Cpl. W. E. McDonald) 

Bail-out in jungle 

No such thing as routine flight 
By LCpl. R. R. Keene 

CHU LA I-There is no such thing as a 
incident, but none routine. Captain Carl Fye, 
Marine Aircraft Group-12 can attest to this. 

routine flight. Some are made without 
an A4E "Skyhawk" pilot attached to 

The mission started out to be a bombing mission for the 26-year-old native of 
Denison, Iowa, but turned into a nightmare. 

Flying into a valley near An Hoa, Fye's aircraft took heavy fire. Enemy bullets 
ripped into the wing of his plane. "I've been hit in the· right wing and I'm losing fuel," 
he shouted into his radio. 

First Lieutenant Pete Davis 
dropped his plane lower in the 
formation for a look at the dam. 
aged bird. "You're on fire," he 
shouted, "eJect! .. 

"I've got to get rid of my 
ordnance," he answered. By now 
fire had engulfed most of the 
wing. To wait much longer meant 
certain death. 

"I'm going to try to punch out 
over the An Hoa airfield." Mak­
ing a tight turn in the valley, the 
captain had to fly back over the 
Viet Cong stronghold. Again 
heavy fire ripped into the burn­
ing "Skyhawk." 

A Marine helicopter operating 
in the area heard the distress call 
and followed the flaming aircraft, 
keeping in constant radio contact. 
"Don't worry, I'm right behind 
you," radiocd the chopper pilot. 
"I'll have you picked-up in no 
time. " 

But fate had more problems for 
Fye. As he (ought the controls of 
the crippled aircraft, one of the 
bombs slipped (rom the rack. The 
sudden unbalancing of weight was 
enough to throw the "Skyhawk" 
completely out of control. The 
flaming bird screamed toward 
destruction. In a few seconds, 
Fye would be too low to eject. 

Fye fired his ejection seat. but 
the bullet damaged system failed 
to respond. He fired the second­
ary system, and shot out of the 
cockpit, just 400 feet above the 
ground. 

cannon fire. 
Fye made his way to a clear· 

ing, where through a hail of ene· 
my fire the chopper landcd. Sec· 
onds later he was on his way to 
safety. Having provided cover 
for their downed comrade, the 
t h r e e remaining "Skyhawks" 
continued on their original mis· 
sion, which Fye later learned 
was successful. 

Back at Chu Lal, aUer a 
steadying cup of coffee, Fye 
thanked the man who packed his 
parachute. "When that chute 
opened it rattled every bone In 
my body, but it was the most 
wonderful feeling I've ever had." 

Memorial Club 
Marines returning to (he 

U,S. from Vktnam are In­
vited to make IISC o( the 
facUlties of the J\'larlncs' 
Memorial Cluh in San Fran-
cisco. -

For room rates and reser· 
vations write to: Marines 
Memorial Club,' 609 Sutter 
Street, San FranciSCO, CaU. 
fornia, 94102. 

Hockey Standings 
X.'\TIOX!\'L lIOCKEY LEAGUt; 

W L T Ph. GF GA 
Chi('a~o 31 13 8 70 190 124 
Nt'w YOl'k 26 19 8 60 146 13a 
Toronto 22 21 9 53 140 155 
Montl'l'n\ 22 23 8 52 134 143 
Detroit Z2 30 3 47 166 176 
Boston 15 32 8 38 139 184 · . 

Friday Kight 
(No glil~C'S sChC.dulcd). 

Saturday 
N('w York at Montr('ul. 
Dfltl'oit at Toronto. 
Boston at chicng0, 

• • 
. Sunday 

Montl'eal at Chlcngo. 
Toronto at New YOl'k. 
Boston at Detroit. • • • 
IUfF.RICAN HOCKEY Lt;AGU"~ 

Eastern UlvlMhm 
W L TPts. GF 

Hershey 29 16 9 67 217 
Baltimore 27 22 6 GO 197 
Qu(' bee 26 24 6 58 205 
S"pringfipld 22 24 8 52 204 
Providence 10 38 9 29 154 

Pittsburgh 
Rochester 
Clewland 
Buffalo 

Westforn Dh'lslon 
W L T Phi. OF 
35 12 8 78 229 
30 19 7 67 234 
27 23 R 62 233 
11 39 7 29 166 • • 

GA 
158 
"8 
204 
199 
261 

GA 
16l 
174 
194 
300 

Friday NlglJt 
Rochester 11 
Ch~vf'land 5 
Baltimore <1 

Buffal') 
Pitt~burgh 

Ht'rshey 2 
• 

Saturda)' 
Rochesll'r at Cleveland. 
Baltimore at Pittsburgh. 
BuHa.lo at Springfield. 

• 

Sunday 
Springfield at Burralo. 
Baltimore at Providence. 
Hershey at Quebec. 
Cleveland at Rochester. 

• • 
.;EASTERN HOcKEY LEAGUE 

Northern Dlvilion 

Clinton 
Nf'W Jersey 
Johnstown 
Long Island 
New Haven 

W L 

"" 25 34 27 
2g 33 
26 33 
24 39 

Soutbern Divlliion 

T 
2 
3 
2 
4 
1 

W L T 
Nashville 44 17 2 
Charlr)tte 33 30 1 
Grf't'nsboro ::1::1 30 0 
Jack!:Jonvillc 25 39 1 
Knoxville 24 37 2 

Fl'lday Night 

Ph. 
SO 
71 
5' 
56 
49 

)'tll. 
90 
67 
66 
gij. 

N('w J<:'raey 4 Long l:;land 1 
Johnstown 8 Clinton 4 
Charlotte 5 Knoxville 3 
Nashville 4 Jacksflll\·itle 1 

Saturday 
Long Island at Clinton. 
New Jf'rsey at Johnstown. 
Charlotte at Gref'nsbl)ro. 
Knoxville at Nashvlllp. 

SUllda)' 
Johnstown at New Haxen. 
New Jersey at Long Island. 
Jacksonville at Knoxvlll, >. 
Gret'naboro at Nnsh .... llIe. 

Seconds later he landed in the 
jungle, as his dying "Sky hawk" 
sma she d into a nearby hill. 
Stunned, scratched and bruised 
from the rough landing through 
the jungle canopy, Fye pulled 
himself from the tangled para­
chute as the chopper pilot pre­
pared to make the rescue. "The 
VC are about 500 meters from 
him," the helicopter pilot called 
to the other "Sky hawk" pilots. 
"Keep them of( of his back and 
mine." The Viet Cong started to 
move in on Fye, but his fellow 
pilots kept them back with 20mm 

"Th ere's a long, long trail a winding" 

.. SEA TIGER 

Elements oj the 2d Bn., First Marine Regiment, IstMarDi"., lJear the end oj an exhaust­
ing climb to the summit of a mountain 30 miles southwest of Da Nang, where the unit has es­
tablished a new base. (Photo by PEC Clark D. Thomas) 

Ct;XTIt.U. 

Okla. Clt~· 
Omaha 
IIow~ton 
St. LoulfJ 
M"nlphis 
Tullia. 

HOC'Kt:Y LRAGUE 
W L T l·t~. OF' G.o\. 
32 16 R 72 191 152 
26 21 9 61 2()6 169 
26 20 9 61 W2 173 
18 18 18 54 185 179 
21) 29 7 47 176 222 
12 30 13 37 141 206 . . 

Houslon G 
• 

Fl'idny Night 
Oklahoma City 1 • • 

Sajur~llty 
Se Louis at Omaha. 
Houston at Tuisa. 
M\'mphis at Okiail'Jn1:;l. Cily. • • • 

Sunday 
Mt'mphi;j at Houston. 
St. l..ouJ~ at Tu!sa. 

WI'::'STER:s' 1I0CKEY LF.AG(jt~ 

POl·tlal1d 
Vancou .... cl' 
St'altlt' 

W L T rtli. OF GA 
36 15 7 79 219 164 
32 20 2 66 174 149 
27 23 6 60 166 157 

~~flrt;.~lf:les 24 29 4 52 207 213 
22 24 8 52 ]61 178 

Victoria 
San DI~g~ 

22 27 6 50 169 175 
13 t 3 22 143 2Q3 

SPattie 3 
VnncOllv .... r 

• 

Frlduy Night 
California 3 

3 Portland 1 • 
Saturday 

Los Angeles at San Diego. 
S~attle at California. 
Porlland at VictOria. 

• • 
SUnday 

(No gam('s schf'duled). 
... IJC * 
Basketball 

EAST 
1I1Inl~' 1' 65 Brr)oklyn Coil. 58 
COl'llcll 101 Penn 81 
Princeton 97 Columbia 45 
Montclair St. 91 Newark St. 54 
Boston Coil. 103 Georgetown D.C. 91 
New York Tech 83 Bentley 81 
(;annon 84 Parsons 75 
W.Va. Bethany 91 Allegheny 76 
CCNY 76 Queens 50 
Pratt 65 ~.Y. Maritime 47 
Villanova 66 Memphis St. 48 
Castlpton 95 Lyndon St. 52 
Colgate 78 Buffalo 66 
Brown 70 Dartml)uth 63 
Yale 100 Harvard 75 
Hawthrorne 94 N.H. Accounting 87 
Me. St. Fra.ncis 74 Babson 68 
NOI'wlch 76 Middlebury 72 
Pace 74 Stony Brook 70 
Manhattan 80 lona 72 
Lowell Tech 112 Curry 68 
Boston St. 65 Quinnlpiac 64 
Vermont 70 :Soston U. 63 

SOUTH 
Samford 81 
Akron 91 
Guilford 80 
Cal'son-Newman 79 
)l'fmn. Wesleyan 67 
''Albany St. 96 
Payne Coil. 90 
Rose Poly 87 
Ciariln 82 
M. Har\'{'y 91 
Va. Union 114 

VM171 
N. Carolina A&T 75 

Elon 75 
Tusculum 61 

Tenn. Union 56 
Savanna.h St. 83 

Ed. Waten:! 80 
Ky. Southern 67 

Payne 77 
Wheeling 79 

Morgan St. 92 

MIDWEST 
Beloit 75 
N. Dakota St. 91 
EUrl'ka. 101 
Knox 76 
Baker 79 
C.-Stf)ckton 93 
Wm Jewell 68 
HUron 84 
Nf'b. Concordia 80 
R. Forest 86 
st. Olaf 89 
10.. COl'llell 80 
Jaml':itown 70 
Dlckinl'lOn 83 
Drury 74 
N. Michigan 86 
C. Mich. 80 
C('ntl'al St. 102 
(';annon 84 

Monmouth 62 
S. Dakota 72 

Rockford 75 
Coe 52 

McPher80n 67 
Mo. Valley 88 

Cl!nt. Methodist 59 
S.D. Tech 79 

St. Paul 75 
Mo. Concordia 74 

Grinnell 76 
Carleton 71 

Minot 66 

vallC~a~~~~ ¥~ 

M kit. Lutheran 102 

Ferris St. 74 
Illinois 8t. 66 

Findlay 77 
Parsons 71) 

Ill. Tchl's. 73 

SOUTHWEST 
SW Okla. 78 E. Cent. Okla. 59 
I·~. New Mf'x. 77 Albuquerque 50 
Al'kl1nl'las Coil. R5 Ozal'kg 52 
Al'k. St. Coil. 77 Ouachita 76 
Ark. T!'('h R7 Ark. A&M 82 
H ('I1(\t'I'l'Ion 96 Hend rlx 80 
Phil Oilers 68 Pan Amel·. 67 
["'IIt. Okla. 74 SE Okla. 69 
Ark. AM&N ]02 Grambling 100 
SfJutlwnl St. 69 Harding 65 · . 

FAR WEST 
Air Forci' 65 

Washington 43 
Southern Cal. 76 

Stanford 51 
Oregon 61 
Moraga 73 

Humboldt Sl. 79 
Nevadll 40 

Chico SL 68 
Sonoma St. 52 
George Fox 92 

Ore. Tech 69 
Pomona ColI. 59 
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Montana S1. 92 
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'Work yourself out of a job' 
graduates of school are told 

PHU BAI-A graduating class of 30 Marines was told last week to, "work yourself 
out of a job," by Colonel J.B. Sweeney, the 3rd Marine Division chief of staff. 

The Marines are the newest members of the Combined Action Companies that dot 
the villages and hamlets in this northern area of Vietnam. They commenced work the 
next day. 

The graduates were told they will represent the United States as diplomats, and as 
such are "Mr. USA" in their primary mission of winning the hearts and minds of the 
local village and hamlet resi­
dents. 

The class attt!nded eight days 
of orientation ranging from mili­
tary subjects, to in· depth discus­
sions of Vietnamese religions and 
government from the hamlet to 
national level. 

can protect themselves from the 
Viet Cong, they will move to 
another area where the same pro­
ject is started anew. 

While stationed in the hamlet, 
the CAC Marines work closely 
with the Vietnamese Revolutiona­
ry Development program which 
carries the National Vietnamese 
aid program to the most remote 
areas of the country. 

Line up 
HM3 Denni,· A. "Doc" Qllinlan tells some yOllng Viet­

namese villager~' to "line up" before he passes out chewing 
gllm to each child. The CAC £-2's corpsman takes weekly 
trips tu hamlets in the area to carry out his medical program. 

As the new CAe members re­
port to their companies for duty 
they will become part of an in­
tegrated unit containing a squad 
of Marines and two squads of 
Vietnamese Popular Forces. They 
will move into a hamlet at the 
request of the Vietnamese people 
and begin training the village 
residents in self-protection. 

The)" will establish health and 
sanitation programs for the ham­
It!t which includes a medical civic 
action program and work in con­
nection with United States Agency 
for International Development 
programs to help the Vietnamese 
residents in rebuilding an educa­
tional system and other general 
aid which will improve the living 
conditions of the hamlet. 

President's advisor 
pleased with CAe 

By: Sgt. T. A. Kraak was to "see the way the Marine 
(Photo by GySgt Ron Harwood) 

Corpsman bathes child 
to illustrate cleanliness The CAC graduates practice 

DA NANG-Hospitalman 3rd Class Dennis A. Quinlan, speaking Vietnamese to enable 
corpsman for CAC E-2 located at Red Beach has found that them to converse readily with the 

people. They remain in the ham­
personal hygiene and sanitation will solve the majority of let with the Popular Forces to in. 

'DA NANG-A County Fair. con­
ducted by "A" Company, 1st 
Battalion, Twenty Sixth Marine 
Regiment, recently came under 
the close observation of Mr. Rob­
ert Kerner. Special Advisor to 
the President of the United 
States, on Vietnam. 

Mr. Kerner visited the 1st Divi­
sion Fair Feb. 16, accompanied 
by Henry L. T. Koren, l'irector, 
Region One, U. S. Office of Civil 
Operations, and AI Francis, Po­
litical Advisor from the Office of 
Civil Operations in Hoe An. 

the natives' ills. sure the residents of their friend­
The 24-year-old corpsman is admired and respected by ship and for hamlet protection. 

the villagers he treats. Quinlan often gives the children a The goal of the program is the 
bath himself to illustrate his point of cleanliness. same of all self-help programs; The purpose of Kemer's visit 

On a recent trip to Mieu Thach --------------'----------'--'--=-'---'----=--'----------
San. "Doc" took one look at a 
youngster that was brought to 
him. Carrying him to a nearby 
stream, he waded in to his knees. 
and proceeded to give the lad a 
thorough bathing-much to the 
delight of the villagers. 

Some "chop chop" in the form 
of chewing gum brought a big 
smile to the newly scrubbed Viet­
namese and "Doc" now has a 
new friend. 

A bandaid from the American 
is a badge of honor among the 
children of hamlets he visits. Like 
other CAC corpsmen, Quinlan can 
treat most of the cases himself, 
but when he supects more serious 
illnesses, he sends the patient to 
the clinic at FLSG ·A where a 
doctor takes over. 

"I really think there is an im­
provement from one visit to the 
next," said Quinlan, "and more 
people decide they can trust me 
each time I make calls at their 
villages." 

"Sooner 01' later we will win 
these people to personal hygiene 
and good sanitation," add c d 
QUinlan. 

Big game 
SSgt. Gary L. Smith, platoon sergeant of CAC £-2, located at Red Beach, helps cement 

relutions with one of the villagers of Nam 0 by playing a game of table tennis, the village's 
chief sport. Smith lost. (Photo by GySgt Ron Harwood) 

Corps was handling pacification, 
and particularly some of the Ma­
rine Corps provisional innova­
tions involving Combined Action 
Companies." 

While touring the County Fair, 
the visiting officials witnessed 
more than 125 villagers from Bich 
Bac hamlet taking advantage of 
medical and dental treatment. 

As Marines got volley ball and 
soccer games started with the 
Vietnamese children, the village 

(Continued on Page 4) 

Wing Marines, 
Viets build road 
DA NANG-Transformation of 

a cow path, which connects two 
hamlets and a village into a one 
lane road, began Feb. 21 in the 
hamlet of Ap Bo Dong. 

It will be constructed by Ma­
rines of Marine Wing Support 
Group-17 as part at their civic 
action program. 

The hamlets, located in the 
northeastern corner of Hoa Vang 
district, in which the Da Nang 
air base lies, are at the south end 
of the runways. 

The only road presently con­
necting the two hamlets to Hoa 
Cuong village, site of t.he district 
hospital, is unsafe for travel at 
night due to Viet Cong sniper 
fire. The new road will take a 
northern COurse into the village 
through a more secure area. 

Working side by side, Marines 
and Vietnamese will construct 
four culverts under the road to 
allow for flow of irrigation 
ditches. Heavy equipment will 
then be used to widen the nar­
row path, which runs across the 
top of rice paddies dikes, adding 
fill where needed. Although the 
majority of the mile long path is 
across open terrain, some of the 
new road must be hacked out of 
dense vegitation. 



SSgt Smith runs 
FLSCi·A CAC 

DA NANG-"I wondered what I, 
as an 03 (infantry) trained Marine, 
was going to do in a supply outfit. 
Now I know, and I couldn't ask 
for a better job," said Staff Ser­
geant Gary L. Smith. 

Platoon sergeant of Combined 
Action Company E·2 "owned and 
operated" by Force Logistics 
Support Group "A", Smith. 25, 
has spent most of his seven 
yeal'S in the Marine Corps with 
reconnaissance units. He is a 
qualified parachutist and was an 
instructor at the Corps' Mountain 
Warfare Training Center, Bridge­
port, CaUL, before his transfer to 
Vietnam in November. 

As "number one honcho" of 
CAC·E2, he leads 15 other Ma· 
rines, a Navy Corpsman, and a 
50-man Popular Force unit of 
Vietnamese. 

While CAC-E2's basic mission 
is similar to all such units - to 
train ahd work with the PF':s -
it is unique in many other ways. 

It was the first of its type to 
be formed by a supply unit and 
the majority of the Marines as· 
signed to it are not in the in£antry 
field. 

The a:ssistant NCO in charge, 
Corporal Philip Sylvester, was a 
truck driver with FLSG·A until a 
month and a half ago, 

Now he leads patrols and set:s 
up a{nbushes in search o£ Viet 
Congo Sylvester is called "in­
destructible" by his fellow Ma· 
rines and the PF's watch him 
with awe. 

He earned his name during the 
building of the command bunker. 
He fell £rom the tip of the tower 
(about 30 feet) onto a barbed 
wire fence supported by concrete 
posts. He got up and walked 
away, leaving two o£ the posts 
broken from the impact of his 
fall. 

"The main thing that bothered 
me was the cactus plant 1 landed 
on," laughed Sylvester, "I spent 
the next couple weeks pulling 
needles out of my backside." 

Corporal Ronald Goff. who ex­
tended his tour in Vietnam six 
months for this assignment, was 
in the mechanized accounting de· 
partment of FLSG·A. 

Following a 30·day leave at 
home, he returned to Vietnam 
and jumped right into the routine 

at CAC-2. Aftel' his regular .duties 
3rc completed, he spends as 
much free time as possible in the 
village of Nam 0 where he is 
carrying out his own "people to 
people" progJ'am. 

There are other drivers, ac­
countants, clerk-typists, and a 
variety of skills among thc Ma­
rines in the unit. All have vo­
lunteered for the duty and all are 
fully trained in the basic business 
of wal' - to meet and defeat the 
enemy in combat. 

"These Marines are great" 
says Smith. "They can do any­
thing 1 ask and do it well. In fact, 
most of the time they perform 
better than I could hope to ex-
pect. " 

Marines host 
village chiefs S th- f - -f-

:?!~d~~s:~%ett::~3~~~ll£~fi orne Ing 0 slgnl Icance 
Marines and supporting un its Editor's Note: The following story is a five part narrative on Combined Action Com­
from Camp Carroll at a luncheon pany L-l, located at Fort Page, near the, Song Tra Bong River, some eight miles south­
held at Cam T ' District head· 
quarters, west of the Chu Lai airfield. The article was written by Captain F. J. West, Jr., who 

The noontime social affair was was 'l'ecalled to active duty at his own request while on leave from Princeton Uni­
intended to help spur "Tet", (the versity. Fort Page was singled out for attention not because it was a "show" CAC 
Vietnamese lunar New Year) to 
a spirited start. singular in a spectacular way; rather, the a uthor selected it for his study over half a 

The hamlet and village chiefs year ago precisely because it w!ls ordinary a nd untouched by fame or unusual attention. 
from Cam Lo District represent· Its story could be that of a score of other CACs. 
ed their people. The BegInnIng -:--,--------------:--::--::-:--,:---,-,--::-,-,-

Commanding officers and civil No one was sure at first, not fast. raise the fighting spirit and abi-
affairs personnel of each unit in the early summer of 1966. Binh They had been hit by the VC li~y of the 28 PFs who stayed at 
sponsored the event. . Nghia village was a battleground, so often that their confidence was the fort. Originally, the Marines 

Also attending were 3rd Divi- hardly a pacified area. The di· shattered. The enemy held the of- were commanded by a Corporal 
sion civil affairs officials and trict chief at Binh Son (in Quang fensive and controlled the actions Beebe, who took things nice and 
Army advisors from the Cam Lo Ngai Province) estimated 750 oC the people. easy, getting his fee t on the 
sub-sector. young men from that village had Marine patrols and ambushes ground and allowing the PFs to 

Colonel John P. Lanigan, Third joined the main·force VC units made contact often, killing enem'y be accustomed to sharing watches 
M a I' i n e S commanding officer, during the past several years. soldiers and disrupting the move. and making short patrols with the 
presented gifts to several village Two independent VC companies ments oC large forces; but that Marines. 
chiefs and to Vietnamese captain and one full battalion were roam- alone was not enough. Still the When Corporal Beebe rotated 
Nguyen Nhium, Cam Lo District ing the district. Of the 4.575 per· villagers scurried about with home in late June, Staff Ser­
Chief. In turn, the colonel re- sons in the village, 122 families averted eyes and the PFs clung geant Joseph Sullivan replaced 
ceived a lacquered cross-bow were known VC sympathizers. to the shallow safety of their him and the presence of Marines 
souvenir from Montagnard reo So the decision by the Marine Cort. had, been generally accepted by 
presentatives. regiment to establish a Combined the villagers and the PFs. Sul-

As tokens of their good inten- Action Company in Binh Nghia Twelve Marines from Charlie !ivan thought the time had come 
tions in the coming year, Ma- was not made without an ac- Company were selected to go to to remove the fear the PFs had 
rines presented sacks of salt and knowledgement of the hazards in- the fort and work with the PFs. of night contact with the VC and 
bars of soap to the village chiefs volved. still; something had to . The Marines chosen had com· to show the villagers that daJ;'k­
for further distribution to mem- be done. The morale of the local passion and understanding as ness did not have to be a time 
bel'S of their villages. PF platoon was low and ebbing well as sound tactical sense. of dread. _-=_______ Their primary mission was to (Next issue "Night Skirmishes") 

Betel nut smile 
DA NANG-American personnel serving in the Viet­

nam countryside will quickly notice the "Betel Nut Smile" 
which is obviously different from the "Ipana gleam." The 
lips and mouth of the hetel nut chewer are very red, and 
the teeth appear to have been coated with black enameL 
While "betel chewing" seems to be found largely among 
the middle·aged and older people, it still is seen frequently 
'enough to create interest in its 
nature and purpose. 

The betel nut is the small fruit 
of the areca palm. The nut along 
with a leaf or leaves of the betel 
climber, a vine which is usually 
found growing with the areca 
palm, and a bit of raw limestone 
are mixed into a paste. In places 
such as Da Nang, you may see 
the user preparing this mixture 
in a rather small mortar bowl 
with a small pestal. Usually only 
one "chew" is prepared at a time. 
Sometimes in order to prolong 
the chew, tobacco is added. 

lage, and low-economic-class af­
fair, occasionally more affluent 
and better-educated individuals 
will be seen participating. Con­
tinuation of this practice-which 
seems to be a habit forming­
turns the teeth black. 

Doctors indicate that this chew 
may have some pain-killing ef­
fects. But a natural question at 
this point might be, "Which 
comes first, the betel nut or the 
pain?" Still, where dentists are 
so few. this was perhaps an 
original pain-killer. 

Marilles of CAC D-2, lit Hai All, team lip with leathernecks from "C" Co" 1st 8n., 1st 
Marines to conduct a routine security patrol during the TET truce period. The patrol was con­
ducted to let any VC ill the area know the Marines were still around. 

This mixture creates a red 
stain which colors the mouth as 
well as any spot where sputum 
is projected. Unless forewarned 
of this colorful habit, when you 
first see it, you may think the 
chewer has a serious chest wound 
or, at the very least, is spitting 
up excessive blood. 

The use of the betel nut chew, 
inCidentally, is also found in a 
number of South American coun­
tries, particularly among the jun­
gle and mountain people there. 

While the use of the betel nut 
is dying out in the cities, at al­
most every non-Christian wed­
ding party, along with the cakes, 
sweetlll!'ats, fell, etc., the betel 
chew will be found. 

(Photo by GySgt, Lee Witconis) 
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While the betel nut smile is 

predominantly 8 countryside, vii· 



Col. Fred Haynes, chief of staff, Task Furce X-ray and commanding officer, 5th Marines 
inspects a Popular Forces Honor Guard during a two day UCounty Fair" conducted by 1st Bn., 
5th Marines. (Photo by PFC W. A. Porter) 

-ROK Marines kill 243 VC 
By SSgt. George Howe 

CHU LAI-It was Valentine Day in Vietnam and all was peaceful at "Chung'S 
Little Acre," 16 miles south of Chu Lai. 

Surrounded by 1,000 meters of barbed wire and with an inner-trench roughly 800 
meters ·in circumference, "Chung's Little Acre" belonged to the 11th Company, 3rd 
Battalion, Second ROK Marine Corps "Blue Dragon" Brigade commanded by Captain 
Chung Kyung Gin, of Chul Ra Book Do, Korea. 

Shortly before midnight the V.iet Cong probed the position putting the Korean 
Marines on Cull alert. 

David H. Long. about 250 yards from his observa-Four and a half hours later the 
VC launched a 65-minute bar­
rage of 82mm mortar, recoilless 
rifle, 66mm mOltar small arms 
and automatic weapons fire. Then 
came a three pronged attack by 
an estimated regiment of VC. 

Bangalore torpedos were used 
in an attempt to breach the 
barbed wire. Once inside. the VC, 
using flame throwers, tried to 
burn and destroy an ammunition 
dump. 

They were repressed at the 
trench line by Korean Marines in 
hand-to-hand combat, by Korean 
bayonets and karate. 

"When they hit us Jim woke tion post. 
me up," Long said. "When I saw , "Everyday I want the enemy to 
what was happening I established attack my company. Always I 
radio communication with ROK am ready to fight," the Korean 
Brigade Headquarters and asked Marine captain said. 
for a £lareship." The fight cost the VC 104 dead 

While the combination flare/- inside the trenchline. All told 243 
gunship made passes at the at- VC bodies were counted inside 
tacking VC both Long and Porta the defense perimeter. 
us~d their rifles ~g~inst. the VC. Rain probably saved the am-

Ac!?all~. I dldn.~ fir e too munition bunker from blowing up. 
much, saId Long. 1 was busy A day later many 42 inch mar­
directing traffic upstairs." tar rounds were fou'nd that had 

At 7 a.m. when the VC ' beg~n been blackened by name throw­
t~ break contact Long ca.lIed m ers. The area was covered with 
aIrcraft to pursue the fleemg en- VC equipment and ammunition, 
emy. including grenades and rubber-

In the midst of the Kaleido- "The jets did a good job," tire sandals. 
scope of sound and fury were Long said. Resting in the museum at the 
two U.S. Marines, forward air Porta was content to let Long 2nd ROK Marine Corps Brigade 
controllers with the 1st Air Na- do the talking but did admit he Headquarters are the spoils of 
val Gunfire Liaison Co., Lance cut down a few VC when they 
Corporals James L. Porta and tried to . make· it to the woods war collected when the fire fight ____________________________ was over. Included are 17 Chicom 

Visit by Gen. Stiles 
highlites County Fair 

CHU LAI - Visits by Brigadier 
General William A. Stiles and 
Colonel Fred Haynes highlighted 
a two-day "County Fair" conduct­
ed by Marines of the 1st Batta­
lion, Fifth Marines Combined Ac­
tion Company and local Popular 
Forces at Ky Bieh. 

General Stiles, Commanding 
General, Task Force X-ray. 1st 
Marine Division. assured the vil­
lagers of the continued friendship 
of the Marine Corps when he 
visited the hamlet during the first 
day's activities. 

While lunch was being prepared 
by 1st Battalion cooks. doctors, 
dentists and corpsmen attached 
to the Fifth Marines began medi· 
cal and dental treatment of the 
viHagers. At the conclusion of the 
two-day Medical Civic Action 
Program phase of the "Fair," 
dentists had extracted 147 teeth 
and the doctors had examined 
and treated several hundred men, 
women and children. The village 
youngsters were also given tooth 

brushes. 
On the second day of the 

"Fair" Colonel Haynes, Chief of 
Staff. Task Force X-ray and Com­
manding Officer of the Fifth Ma· 
rine Regiment, 1st Marine Divi­
sion, presented Dai Uy Lac, the 
district chief, with a Vietnamese 
flag for the village and expressed 
the desire that the flag fly in 
peace forever over the hamlet. 

The district chief then ex­
plained the reasons for the 
"County Fair" and assured the 
villagers the Marines and PF's 
were their friends. Other Viet­
namese officials informed the 
populace of the government's 
concern for their welfare. 

Other guests at the "County 
Fair" were Col. Charles C. Cross­
field, Commanding Officer, Sev­
enth Marine Regiment; Maj. Pe­
ter L. Hilgartner. Commanding 
Officer, 1st Bn., Fifth Marines 
and 1st Lt. Alan C. Mullinax, 
Commanding Officer, Combined 
Action Company, Fifth Marines. 

and Russian rifles. five anti-tank 
weapons, a radio, 11 Chicom au­
tomatic rifles, six submachine 
guns, three rocket launchers and 
three flame throwers. 

Official emblem 
DA NANG - Staff Sergeant 

Bill F. Westmoreland, Combined 
Action Company operations NCO, 
recently pinned the official CAC 
emblem on the jacket of Ky Bich 
village chief Duong Van Ky, 
commander of the Vietnamese 
Popular Forces troops stationed 
at the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines 
CAC base near Tam Ky. Only 
Vietnamese personnel assigned to 
the new unit are authorized to 
wear the CAC shoulder patch. 

Voice 
The CAC newspaper is the 

voice of the Combined Action 
Companies in the "I Corps area. 
If you or your units have any 
material or stories for the paper 
please contact your local Infor­
mation Services office_ 

If you desire to write any 
articles on your experience in 
CAC and would like to have 
them published contact ISO of· 
fiee. 

- -
Children of Nam 0 
to get new school 

DA NANG-The design and building of a school for 
the children of Nam-O is a' natural for Corporal John B. 
Large, a member of CAC E-2. 

John, a construction engineer by trade, attended 
Texas Christian University and is a partner with his father 

.' in a Texas construction firm. 
There are no blue prints as sUGh for the building. Large 

hus them all in his head and is 
supervising evel'Y inch of the con­
s~l'uction. 

Until the school is complete, he 
has been excused from all other 
duties. It definitely isn't a soft 
job. His working day starts short­
ly after daylight and runs until 
it is dark: This will be repeated 
seven df;lYS a week, until the 
school stands completed. 

"The school will have four 
classrooms and an office for the 
principal," he said. "It will be 
110 feet by 28 feet overall and 
have an eight·foot porch running 
its entire length." 

Materials arc being furnished 
through FLSG-A's civic action 
program while the actual con­
struction is being done by Viet­
namese workers. 

Money fol' the project is com­
ing out of donations by Head­
quarters and Service Co., FLSG­
A, personnel. They decided to use 
their Christmas contributions to 
the civic action fund to build the 
school. The H&S Co. commander, 
Lieutenant Colonel Johnny L. Car­
ter is "100 per cent behind the 
program" and visits the site 
daily. 

Cultural exchange 
PHU BAI - The people·to-peo· 

pie program took a change of 
pace for the Vietnamese of Dim 
Tu village due to the talents of 
some 3rd Marine Division troops. 

The Leathernecks didn't dis­
tribute food or clothes, or help 
build schools or shelters. They 
just brought themselves and a lit­
tle bit of American entertainment 
to the vili.agers and children. 

The village Catholic priest dis· 
missed school children for the af­
ternoon so they could attend the 
show. About 300 gathered around 
the stage. set in the shade against 
a wall of the school. 

Private First Class James A. 
Carter performed feats of magic, 
making things appear and disap­
pear which astounded everyone­
including his fellow Marines. 

Another big hit with the chilo 

dren was Lance Corporal Charles 
B. Keifer and his circus clown 
act. 

A rock and roll combo included 
Lance Corporal Donald C. Ha­
herty; Private First ClaSS Gary 
G. Allen; Lance Corporal James 
B. Keffer. Lance Corporal Ste­
phen A. Green, Corporal Cheats 
J. Brown and Sergeant Jim W. 
Hulbert. 

All of the performers in the af­
ternoon's entertainment are mem­
bers of the 2nd Bn., Ninth Ma- ' 
rine Regiment. 

When the Marines finished, 
Vietnamese school girls in dance 
costumes sang and danced for the 
Leathernecks. Following the en­
tertainment exchange the village 
priest invited the Marines to his 
home for refreshments. 

Sling-shot 
LCpl. Ronald Steponick demonstrates his prowess with 

a sling-shot to a trio of Vietnamese youngsters while on a 
Medcap patrol with CAC £-2. The lad in the background, who 
made the weapon, proved to be the best shot. 

(Photo by GySgt. Ron Harwood) 
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Marine goodwill' ambassador 
starts medical aid station 

Baffling illusions 
PFC James A. Carter has amused and bewildered more 

than a thousand adults and children throughout the hamlets 
and villages of Pi/ll Loc District with sleight of hand tricks. 
Carter, a magician for 12 years, was performing at the Lunar 
New Year festivities in the area. He is attached to Combined 
Action Company A-2 ill Loc BOil "amlet. 

(Photo hy GySgt. Lew Owells) 

Pied Piper of Dong Ha 
DONG HA-I£ the local children here knew European 

folklore, they might christen Staff Sergeant John J. Esrey 
of Dearborn, Mich., the "Pied Piper of Dong Ha." 

Esrey is a member of the civil affairs team of the Fourth 
Marine Regiment here. His easy going nature and willing­
ness to laugh make him a natural for the role of emissary 
to village children. 

Within minutes of enterir,g a 
village or hamlet, the Michigan 
bachelor is surrounded by the 
local children and delights in tak· 
ing them for piggy·back rides 
and playing gsrqcs. The children 
in turn usually take the sergeant 
to meet their friends or parents 
or confidentially show him their 
most priz:;d possessions. 

"I just like the kids 1 guess" 
he said after a hectic afternoon 
entertaining children of Dong Ha. 

Advisor-
(Continued From Page 1) 

chief and military personnel from 
the Army's psychological warfare 
unit spoke to the villagers about 
local problems. 

One project which met with the 
approval of the village elders was 
a proposed school to be built in 
Bich Bac by the local villagers 
with assistance from the 26th 
Marine Regt. 

Prior to departing the County 
Fair Kerner expressed his satis­
faction with the progress being 
made by !he Marine Corps in the 
Ninth Regimental area. "Since 
the last time I was in the Marine 
Corps area in April, 1966, the im­
provements have been striking," 
he said. 

Stressing the need for coopera­
tion, Kerner said, "I was parti­
cularly impressed with the steadi­
ly increasing emphasis on coordi­
nation between the III Marine 
Amphibious Force at all levels, 
and between Marine Corps and 
the Vietnamese forces. Pacifica­
tion operations have to be mutu­
ally supported and highly coordi­
nated: My impression is that the 
Marines are doing an outstanding 
job in this field." 

The Commanding Officer of the 
Ninth Marines, Colonel Robert M. 
Richards, Lieutenant Colonel D. E. 
Colonel Newton, commanding of­
ficer of the 1st Bn., Twenty Sixth 
Marines and Lieutenant Colonel 
Mentique representing Military 
Assistance Advisory Group ac­
companied the civilian represen­
tatives. 
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"Some of them harass you but 
you can get around them. All 
you have to do is be kind. Some­
times though you have to call a 
kid down and show him who is 
boss." 

However, he is llOder no illu­
sion that the civil affairs program 
in Vietnam will be easy. "It takes 
time to pacify just one village 
and win the people completely to 
your side," he said. "When you 
think of all the villages and peo­
ple in Vietnam then the job to 
be done is staggering. " 

CAC-G bids 
Co. farewell 

DA NANG-The commanding 
oUicer of Combined A':!tion Com· 
pany "G" marked the end of his 
Vietnam tour Feb. 17, with a 
combined "thank you" and 
"farewell" d;nncr at the CAC 
compound in Da Nang East. 

Marine First Lieutenant Rich­
ard J. Evans, first offered his 
appreciation to the Vietnamese 
leaders who had helped him dur­
ing his scv('n month to'II' with 
CAC. 

The dinn(!r was atlcnd"d by 
nine village chiefs, the lIoa Vang 
district chicf, police chiefs and 
other dignitaries from the Dong 
Giang area, where "G" Co. aids 
Vietnamese Popular Force sol· 
diers in manning five compounds. 

The lieutenant, bound for Ian 
guage school at Monterey, Calif, 
presented a plaque to Lieutenant 
Tran Van La, an Army of the 
Republic of Vietnam soldier who 
commands the PFs in the area. 

Then he introduced Second 
Lieutenant Stephen Valent, the 
new company commander, who 
pledged to continue the work Lt. 
Evans had done. 

The company, which belongs to 
the 1st Military Police Bn., 1st 
Marine Division, stresses person­
nel contact between its men and 
the Vietnamese with whom they 
live, work, and conduct military 
operations. 

DA NANG-What began as a small Vietnamese boy's plea for help for his frienu, 
mushroomed into a medical aid station for the villagers of Hoa An hamlet. 

The "goodwill ambassador" is a Marine food services technician from Hot Springs, 
Ark., who devotes his off-duty hours daily persuading some 30 to 45 villagers to receive 
treatment for minor ills. 

Master Gunnery Sergeant Harold E. Lanter, whose family now lives in Jackson­
ville, N.C., was approached by the Vietnamese youngster while on a rest break as his 
unit of Force Logistic Support 
Group "A" was moving from the 
Da Nang airfield to a Red Beach 
area. 

Lanter looked over the youth's 
injured foot and promised to 
coml' back the next day with 
medicine to treat the infection. 

When he rcturncd he found his 
one patient hCld grown into a line 
of younstcrs seeking treatment 
for minor infections, and "I knew 
I had to !itart a medical aid sta· 
tion for them." Lanter sClid, and 
with the help of a Navy Corps­
man from the FLSG-"A", the 
hospital aid station was born. 
Lanter has been a member of 
stateside volunteer rescue squ<:lds 
in his off-duty hours during his 
past 25 years as a Marine. 

The Navy Corpsman and Lant­
er, a graduate of several ad­
vanced Red Cross first aid 
courses refers out·of·the-ordinary 
cases to the Red Beach naval 
dispensary. 

The aid station wasn't greeted 
too enthusiastically by the vil­
lagers when he and some Ma­
rines volunteers he had gathered 
began putting up the board and 
galvanized-sheet building from 
materials they "scrounged" a lit­
tle at a time. 

As the building was going up, 
a Viet Cong sniper wounded one 
of the Marine volunteers. 

From then on, the villagers, 
shocked at the incident, pitched 
in with a fervor to move the 
material to a "safer spot" across 
the street, then completed the 
building in two days. 

During one "sick call" a young 
Vietnamese girl, Gale Leia, just 
slightly older than Lanter's 15-
year·old daughter came to the 
dispensary and offered her help. 

She was later instrumental in 
gctting the land on which the 
medical aid station now stands 
- Leia is the daughter of the 
village chief. 

Between the Marine, corpsman 
and their Vietnamese helper, the 
aid station reached a peak of 192 
patients the 1.ast half of Septem­
ber. They work seven days a 
week - from Lanter's 4 p.m. 
workday end until the patient line 
is gone. 

Lanter's reward is the friend· 
ship of the villagers and the high­
er health standard of thc village. 
The villagers need help, Lanter 
said, and "I will help them as 
long as I am here." 

CAC-31 corpsman 
quite a baby doctor 

DA NANG-Carroll C. Taylor III delivered his eighth 
baby last month in the hamlet of Tuy Loan. 

He's 19 years old. 
The Navy hospital corpsman, eight Marines and a pla­

toon of Vietnamese Popular Force militarymen comprise 
the III Marine Amphibious Force's Combined Action Com­
pany-31, protecting the hamlet of 2,000 people. 

Along with defense of the towns­
folk, the Marines are also charged 
with helping the Victn::lmese help 
themselves towards CI better life 
in the future. Taylor's role is one 
the villagers recognize and ::IP­
preciate most-a better standClrd 
of health. 

Along with a Vietnamese bac si 
(doctor) and several nat i v e 
nurses, Taylor treats nearly 100 
villagers daily at the small hos­
pital·dispensary of Tuy Loan. 

Their ills range from skin infec­
tions, broken bones, and tooth­
aches (some of which he fixes 
with pliers) to wounds received 
as victims of Viet Cong booby­
traps, and firefights between the 
defending forces and the VC. 

Many of the rice farmers sur­
rounding the village, walk as 
much as five miles to see the 
doctor at· bring their wives to lhe 
hospital's eight "bed" maternity 
ward. 

"The maternity ward is al­
ways full," Taylor said. "We had 
50 births in one week awhile back. 
When I first came the bac si and 
mid-wives wouldn't let me attend 
women in labor. One day there 
wasn't anyone else around to do 
it, and you might say I became 
a 'father'," the young corpsman 
said with a grin. 

Most of the Vietnamese who do 
come to the hospital for treatment 
get impatient if rt:!sults aren't 
quick Taylor said. His biggest 
problem is follow-up treatment. 

"The people will come in, be 
treated, then go home not to re­
turn until the sore hus been reo 
infected so much it's worse than 
it was before," he said. 

To counteract their lack of un 
derstanding, Taylor once "hospi· 

Protection 

tali zed " a whole family for La 
days when they showed up with 
a rash similar to chicken pox. 

"You'vc got to understand too," 
he added, "if patients can't walk 
their families have to carry tht!m 
in, along with food for the time 
they'll be here. Then one of their 
relatives or friends has to slay 
and fix the patients's meals dur­
ing his stay in the hospitaL" he 
said. 

Calling his work "rewarding," 
Taylor said the people are slowly 
becoming more aware of normal 
sanitary measures which could 
"clear up maybe half of all the 
ills ... 

The CAC unit just recently had 
outdoor showers and toilets built 
for the village. Waste from the 
outhouses will be used to obtain 
gas which will run a generator 
and provide the hospital-dispen­
sary with electricity-the first in 
the village. 

Taylor plans now to screen in 
the open·air meat stalls of th{' 
hamlet's market place. 

He's become such a fixture of 
village life, he's even built up 
his own clientele. Many of the 
villagers wait until after daily 
sick-call to come to the Marim' 
compound for personalized "bed­
side" manner. 

For emergencies, Taylor has 
been able to get Marine helicop­
ters to "medevac" villagers to 
larger Vietnamese hospitals in Da 
Nang, about six miles to the 
northeast. 

Such concern has endearcd the 
Americans in the hearts of the 
local people. 

A graduate of Safford High. 
Taylor enlisted in the Navy in 
June, 1965, and came to Vietnam 
last September. 

Four of these bunkers, one at each corner of Tite compuund, and the command bunker (ill 
background), defelld the perimeter of CAC £-1'" area. (Photo by GySgt ROil Harwood) 



Checking • 
In 

'She/s called IILadyll 

but doesn/t act part 
CHU LA I-By two in the morning the air freight tent 

at Chu Lai was empty. For the first time_ in 17 hours, the 
desk sergeant could sit back and relax. 

As the sergeant eased into a more comfortable position, 
the field phone rang. 
! :'The 'Lady's' on final," said a voice at the other end 
of the line. "If she can see the lights through this downpour, 
you can expect hel' at your place 
in 10 minutes." 

As advertised. the "Lady" ar­
rived IP minutes later, having 
flown through weather that in 
hel' younger years would have 
kept her on the ground. At 38, 
the "Lady,'" a military adaptation 
of the famed DC-3, still puts in 
a 17-hour day. 

Ornelal communiques from the 
Pentagon refer to her as a C-117, 
but at Chu Lal, she's better known 
as the "Lady" or the "Ky lIa 
Tiger," 

porting tons of cargo and thou~ 
sands of passcngcrs throughout 
the world. 

During World War H, the two­
~ngine transport was the work­
horse of cvery theater of action­
dropping paratroopers, c3rl'yiog 
passengers or hauling vitally­
n(>pded cargo to otherwise isolat­
ed commands. Former Marine 
aviator and actor Tyrone Power 
fl~w a version of the C-117 during 
World War II. 

Chu Lai's "Tiger/Lady" has a 
weathl'l'-beaten log listing more 
than \5.000 flight hours. 

2dLt. !. G. White, a platoon leader with "E" Co., 2d On., Fifth Marines, contacts his 
command post by radio during Operation Independence. Looking on Gre Cpl. R. T. Robie 
and PEC !. P. King, the radio man. (Photo by Cpl. W. E. McDonald) 

In addition to the usual tasks 
that befall an aging cargo air­
craft, such as passenger runs, 
freight, mail delivery and re­
supply drops, the "Ky Ha Tiger" 
stands the "hot pad" with her 
younger nephews, the jets. During 
darkness, she's frequently called 
upon to launch with alcrt air­
craft. 

Over target, her illuminating 
nares provide the light lor the 
Leatherneck jets. Her slow speed' 
gives enemy gunners quite a 
target and she's been hit often. 
As yet, she's never railed to com­
plete her mission. 

Sincl' last April, when it b~an 
making daily hops from her home 
base to Da Nang, Phu Bai, Dong 
Ha, 0 kin a w a, Japan and the 
Philippines, the lit tie 20-seat 
transport has carried mOre than 
9,000 passengers and countless 
tons of cargo. 

"I compare our 'Lady' with 
good wine; she Improves with 
age," said Master Gunnery Ser­
geant Lewis Schrader. Like the 
"Lady," Schrader is a vanishing 
breed-he Is one of the rew enlist.. 
cd Marine pilots sUIl on acUve 
duty. Not all combat patrols 

filled with fierce action 
The first aircraft of her type, 

modified many times since, rolled 
off the production Hne during the 
depression yea r s. They were 
called giants in those days, and 
lived up to their reputation, trans-

"She may not be as big and 
fast or pretty as a lot of trans­
ports," said Schrader, "but she's 
rugged, dependable, and always 
ready to do more than her share. 
What more can you ask? ...... 

• . -.«: 

By SSgt. Ed Grantham 

PHl.! BAI-The Vietnam war is said to be one of small unit actions ranging from 
five or eIght man reconnaissance patrols to Combined Action Companies. 

Not every patrol is one of fierce action between enemies. One recently made by 
eight members of "B" Company, 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion, 3rd Marine Division 
was accomplished without a single rifle shot being fired. But to the patrol members it 
was still filled with action. . 

Following the initial planning 
and briefing, the eight men were 
forced to wait out five days of 
rain beCore they were inserted in 
a preselected landing zone six 
miles south DC Phu Bai. 

When the last helicopter lifted 
off the zone and the Huey gun­
ship made a final pass the reeDn 
team was pushing its way into 
the low jungle canopy. 

Team leader, Staff Sergeant 
Juan Trinidad .Jr. , briefly checked 
his compass, and motioned for 
his point man Lance Corporal 
Steven R. Moon to change direc­
tion. 

The first morn ~ n t 5 on the 
ground can be the most dangerous 
of any patrol if the Viet Cong are 
neal'. 

Moon quickly pushed his way 
through elephant grass and scrub 
brush to reach the protection of 
the thick jungle canopy. Follow­
ing in Moon's path was Corporal 
Earl K. Cannon, assistant patrol 
leader and an expert in cutting a 
trail in the tough jungle. The 19-
year-old Mar i n e made Quick 
work of the entangling vines. 

As soon as the patrol began 
m 0 v i n g into the brush, radio 
ope rat 0 r Private First Class 
Guadalupe Garcia began send­
ing situation reports by radio re­
lay to the 3rd Marine Division 
command post. Every stop of the 
patrol would be monitored by the 
division in case help was needed 
by the small group. 

As the group moved deeper into 
the canopy the going was slower 
and harder. 

As late evening neared, 
Trinidad halted Ihe little band 
and set out In scarch or a bivouac 
lor the IIrst night. Finding an 
area well 01£ the known trails 
and deep in the brush, TrInidad 
called his men in ror night de­
renses, Claymore mines were set 
up at the likely approaches and 

eaeh man kept his weapon close the bush, the team moved out for 
at hand. a new position at daylight. 

Following a meal of "C" After several hours of move-
rations, some set a night watch ment, the team was passing 
while others curled up in rubber through head-high trees when the 
ponchos for a restless sleep on center man noticed an increase 
the wet ground. Throughout the in the number of insects flying 
night each man awakened his around their heads. In a moment 
relief after an hour's watch. he noticed the insects were honey 

Morning broke cle~r and warm bees. Picking up speed the team 
as the £irst sunshine in weeks moved from the open trees to 
came with the rising sun. heavy brush, but the bees fol-

An observation post was estab- lowed. 
lished overlooking several hun- It took the team llmost an 
dred yards of open terrain. Min- hour to get away from the bee 
utes aUer Trinidad lifted his attack, Several or the members 
binoculars, a team member SI)Ot- were stung, 
ted several rigllres moving across "I didn't like the bees," one 
a distant ridgeUnc. man said, "but they were better 

Trinidad scanned the figures to than running Into a cOlJ1lmny of 
pick out weapons or packs. He VC." 
called an OlE observation air- Late in the third evening the 
craft near the post and asked for team established another observa­
a quick look. The tiny aircraft tion post but again did not spot 
flew over the area confirming the enemy activity. 
suspected enemy were actually On the fourth day the team 
Vietnamese wood choppers. crossed a rain-swollen river and 

The patrol manned the observa- made its way to high ground over­
tion post throughout the remain- looking a secondary road, whcre 
del' or the day without Sighting they attempted to set an ambush. 
any other suspicious movement. The following morning they 

As some of the team continued called in artillery on a suspected 
their observation, four others set Viet Cong hiding place while 
up security positions. Privates awaiting extraction by helicop­
First Class Jesus Moneno Jr. and ters. 
Jose J. Gonzalez, both automatic By the time they were lifted 
riflemen, kept watch from nearby out, they had marched over the 
concealed positions, while Lance enemy's home ground without 

I 

ALL SYSTEMS GO-SSgt. Oilly D. Worrel, Ky Ha Tiger 
crew chief, adjusts the plane's propeller cables. Worrel is 
responsible for day-to-day maintenance of the twin-engined 
aircraft. (Photo by Sgt. R. C. Hathaway) 

Corporal Gerald W. Holloway, set spot.ting a man. They had car- M . I . 
up his radio for air control and ried ammo, grenades, explosives emOfla ser"ll'll'S at Dong ua con t act with observation and and hundreds of pounds of other r J Irt;i, nt 
fighter aircraft. gear for days and they wel'c dis- DONG HA - Men of the 11th Quang Xa in Quang Tl'i Prov-

Private First Class Robert E. apPOinted. Engineer Battalion, 3rd Marine ince. 
Wetter continued to cover the HIt was a good patrol," Trlnld· Division, gathered for Memorial 
team's trail and to keep watch ad said' after returning to Phu Services in memory of Lance 
for attackers from the rcaI'. Bal. "We did the Job, covered Corporal Ronald C. Kissinger, 

"As taU end Charlie;' Wetter the ground and brought back the the first member of the battalion 
is vital to the success or the team_ Intelligence report. Now we want to be killed in action in Vietnam. 
He takes great pains In covering to get a little rest, then we'll go KiSSinger was the son of Mrs. 

Services were conducted by 
Chaplain Michael A. Ondo, at the 
3rd Marine Division's forward 
command post here. Lieutenant 
Colonel R.L. Mulford. CO, and 
Major H.L. Welch, executive offi· every rootprint and repairing back again." G I a d y s Kissinger, Broadalbin, 

broken twigs and bent grass with In rour da)'s, they wer.e Insert· N.Y., and died of wounds re- cer, attended. 
perrection," Trinidad said_ cd again ror another small unit ceived when his jeep hit a Viet -------

Following their second night in. action. . Cong mine near the village of SEA TIGER 5 



Gridiron riflemen 
Marille infantrymen from "H" Co., Ninth Regiment, take a break from combat operations 

with a game of tollch football. The 2d llattalion riflemen had just ret limed from a search and 
destroy operation in the Phu Bo; area, 

Don Meredith visits here 
DONG HA-Don Meredith, seven-year veteran quarterback of the Dallas Cowboys 

professional football team, visited Marine, Army and Air Force units stationed at this 
northernmost combat base 10 miles south 0 f the demilitarized zone last month. 

The primary topic discussed, naturally, was football. 
Meredith is visiting Vietnam with Dick Bass of the Los Angeles Rams and Larry 

Philips of the St. Louis Cardinals. The National Football League stars are touring com­
bat outposts under auspices of the USO. 

While Bass and Philips went to ;::----:-:------,----;-- -,:-;-;- -:-- ---------- ­
other portions of the I Corps Dong Ha, an experience he said past season. 
area, Meredith spent the day at was "most gratifying." "Sonovagun!." one Marine said, 

No visitors 
DA NANG-The Marines o[ 2nd 

Battalion, Fourth Marines, 1st 
Marine Division had been con­
ducting a search and destroy mis­
sion for four days. The Viet Cong 
were on the run. 

Split into three ullits the bat­
talion was conducting separate 
sweeps. They were tired and look­
ing forward to going "home" the 
next morning. 

It was 9 p.m. when the Viet 
Cong paid a visit to a former 
French villa occupied by the com­
mand group. Their calling cards 
included mortars and grenades 
and an estimated 2,000 rounds of 
small arms fire. 

The Leathernecks weren't re­
ceiving "visitors" and drove the 
Viet Cong off. After a long night 
of waiting they came back and 
.brought along a rocket launcher. 

The attack [ailed. 

Call home 
DA NANG-Now's the time 

call home! 
An event anxiously awaited for 

by amateur radio operators the 
world over is here! 

It's the beginning of an eleven 
year cycle in which radio recep­
tion will progressively get better 
and bcttcr until the end of the 
eleventh year when reception will 
worsen again, according to Corpo­
ral Leo W. Apsey an amateur 
radio operator at the MARS 
(Military A££iliated RadiO Sta­
tion) ncar Da Nang. 

The cycle coincides with sun­
spot activity which causes the 
ionosphere, (the outer layer of 
our atmosphere) to be com e 
denser. Since radiO waves reflect 
off the ionosphere, the denser this 
layer, the better the "bounce," 
and the loss of signal is lessened. 

The event has special signifi­
cance to MARS operatol's for it 
means better service for I Corps 
personnel desiring to talk to the 
folks back home. 

There are MARS stations locat­
ed at Chu Lai, Phu Bai, Red 
Beach, Headquarters Bn.. 1st 
Marine Division, and at the 1st 
Marine Air Wing. 

6 SEA TIGER 

His visit started with a trip to "I've seen him on television but 
the Fourth Marines regimental I never dreamed I would get to 
messhall, where he met Marine talk to him In perSOn. And In 
infantrymen who were participat· South Vietnam of all places!" 
ing in Operation Prairie. From Meredith also vis i ted "0" 
there he travelled to the 3rd Tank Med., where he talked with the 
Battalion, the 9th Motor Trans- wounded recuperating at the for­
port Battalion, and the TweUth ward medical facility. In the has­
Marines, 3rd Marine Division's pital he even met one young Ma­
artillery unit. rine who lives three blocks from 

At each stop, the questions him in Dallas. 
were similar; "How do you think The football star wound up his 
you would have done against visit to Dong Ha by touring De­
Kansas City?" "Who is the best tachment No. 1 of the 620th 
runner in the NFL?" "Is the NFL Tactical Control Squadron, the 
better than the AFL?" Air Forces' northernmost base in 

Meredith fielded the questions South Vietnam. 
as smoothly as his ace pass re- As he prepared to board an 
ceiver Bob Hayes fields the long aircraft for his Teturn to Da 
"bombs" he throws. Nang, Meredith said that it was a 

The din of l05mm howitzers "great honor" to be chosen to 
added a grim reminder to the visit Vietnam, and he was sorry 
fact that the war is still going he wouldn't be able to visit with 
on as the ace quarterback talked every man, to thank him per­
with scores of men, many of sonally for "the great job he is 
whom had watched him play this doing here." 

.-;;;~--

Map check 
LCpl. M. J. Nicholas, a radio operator with "A" Btry., 

l!1·t Bn., 11th Marines, checks his artillery blltteries' positions 
Of/ the map during Operation Independence Feb. 1-9. The 
operatioll, condllcted 30 miles sOllth of Da Nang, netted 153 
VC killed and 31 captllred, and waS the largest 1st Marine 
Division operation since Colorado last August. 

(Photo by Sgt. N. J. llrollsslIrd) 

Short Rounds 
M bOI d . I miles south of Da Nang, Feb. 1-8. ole enlist The following aftcrnoon. with 

roles reversed and Bowen domg 
CH~ LAI-~ completeb~ self- the sharpshooting, the sniper team 

contamed mobile dental UnIt, the accounted for another VC who 
first. of its kind ~o be. used by the was try i n g to obscrve t h c 
Manne ~Ol'PS m VICtnam, ha~ Marine's position. 
~een aSSigned to. the 3l'd Bat~al- Once again a single shot was 
IOn, Seventh Mannes, 1st Mar1l1e fired this time from about 450 
Division. me t'e l' san d another VC had 

Equipped wi~h a built-in genera- learned the hard way to stay clear 
tor, a preSSUrIzed water system , of the sharpshooters' rifle sights. 
x-ray equipment, high speed drill 
and surgical suction unit, it can 
be set up and used anywhere. 

The mobile unit is an expel'i­
ment-al project of III Marine Am· 
phibious Force and is officially 
caHcd Combat Dental Support 
Unit. Navy Commander Jeff Har­
din, 3rd Dental Company, 31'd 
Division, was assigned to the unit 
to evaluate its capabilities. 

Originally belonging to 11th 
Dental Company. 1st Marine Air­
craft Wing, the unit was modified 
and outfitted by 1st Dental Co., 
1st Marine Division. It will be 
starred by the 1st Dental person­
nel. 

During the first three weeks of 
operation, Hardin and his assist­
ant, DN Randal W. Miller, treated 
from 25-35 patients per day. Each 
patient was given a toothbrush, 
oral hygiene instructions, stan­
nous f1uoTide preventive services, 
and had his teeth cleaned. 

"Our average day is about 12 
hours," Hardin said. "We can do 
anything here except make false 
teeth. So far we haven't had any 
combat injuries, but if we do, we 
ate equipped to handle that too," 
he added. 

The dental-trailer unit was de­
signed by Navy Captain Harvey 
Webre, at New River, N.C. Modi­
fications have been made since 
its arrival in Vietnam. It is de­
signed for one dentist and one 
chair. 

Career advisor 
PHU BAI-A Certificate o[ Ap· 

preciation was presented Feb. 6, 
to Sergeant Jack P Coen, 2nd 
Battalion, Ninth Marines career 
advisor, for outstanding perform­
ance. 

For the four months Cocn was 
career advisor, an avcrage of 68 
PCI' cent reenlistment rate was 
~eld by his unit. During the month 
of Nov., 1966, the battalion at­
tained a 75 PCI' cent reenlistment 
rate. 

Whenever replaccments carne 
to the regiment, Coen would give 
classes on extcnsion.s, repnlist­
ments and bonuses. He personally 
went ,through each man's record 
bOOk, and instructed those quaU­
Cied on the possibilities and regu­
lations concel'Oing officer candi­
date programs. 

Coen would go into the field to 
talk to a man when he thought 
it was imperative to the man's 
career. 

"Career advisors should help 
the men as much as possible," 
Coen said, "Whether the man 
pians for a military job or a 
civilian job." 

Snipers 
DA NANG - "See him John? 

He's walking along this side of 
the tree line carrying an automatic 
weapon and wearing a pack." 

"Surc do, Chuck; I've got him 
in my Sights now. I figure the 
range at about BOO meters but 
the light and wind arc perfect, 
so here goes." 

Shortly aft e r t his whispered 
conversation, there was the sharp 
crack of an M·l rifle firing match 
ammunition and Lance Corporal 
John Burke, 20, had accounted for 
the first Viet Cong killed in Oper­
ation Independence by a member 
of the 1st Battalion, Twenty-Sixth 
Marines. 

Working with Lance Corporal 
Charles Bowen, 20, Burke was 
attached to "B" Company, as­
signed as a "blocking force" dur­
ing the operation conducted 18 

In memory 
CHU LAI-Foul' Marines died 

on a hillside Feb. 3. 
Three days later, their comrades 

of 1st Reconnaissance Battalion, 
1st Marine Division, paid tribute 
at memorial services conducted 
by Chaplain Robert R. Cunning­
ham, battalion chaplain. 

The Marines, Sergeant Robert 
F. Starbuck, Corporal Robert L. 
Shafer, Private First Class Ed­
ward F. Smith and Private Robert 
L. Arm ita g e, die d during an 
attack on their positions while 
they were observing Viet Cong 
during Operation De Soto. 

The enemy assaults destroyed 
the team's radios, but the Marines 
repelled grenade and small-arms 
attack throughout the night. Heli­
copters extracted the team the 
following morning. 

Saves four 
DA NANG-The quick reaction 

of a Marine lance corporal, re­
cently saved four of his buddies 
and himself from serious injury 
01' possible death. 

Lance Corporal William Filion, 
a member of the 2nd Battalion, 
Fourth Marine Regiment, 1st 
Marine Division, was standing 
watch on the edge of his com­
pany's perimeter when suddenly 
a barrage of rocks was thrown 
by the Viet Cong at his position. 

Fillon reported the incident. 
"It's an old trick of the Viet 

Cong," Fillon said. "They throw 
rocks for awhile and when they 
think we're getting bored they 
include a grenade." 

Fillon and the rest of the fire 
team were now waiting for the 
next round. Amidst the incoming 
rocks Filion heard a metallic 
"clunk." 

"I knew it was a grenade," he 
said, "but it was so dark I 
couldn't see it." 

Searching frantically on his 
hands and knees Fillon "felt a 
wooden handle and knew it was 
a Chicom grenade. I picked it up 
and threw it as hard as I could," 
he said. 

It exploded only yards fl'om thc 
fireteam's position. 

Fillon and his squad leader suf­
fered only minor wounds from 
the VC "present." 

Good nose 
DONG HA - Lance Corporal 

Warren Hatcher's greatest asset 
in Vietnam is his nose-he literal­
ly smells out Viet Congo 

Twice on l' e c e n t occasions, 
Hatcher, an infantryman with 
"L" Company, Fourth Marines, 
has smelled the presence of Vict 
Cong nearby and prevented his 
unit from walking into an am­
bush. 

"I think it's the rice they cook 
that allows me to smell them," 
he said. "It has a very distinctive 
smell." 

DUring one sweep on Operation 
Prairie, Hatcher w h iff e d this 
"distinctive" smell. Alerted now, 
his unit moved cautiously and 
discovered a Communist ambush 
near,by. 

The Marine has been in Viet­
nam fOl' seven months, much of 
.that time acting as a point man 
for "L" Company during five 
operations. 

"When you are on the point, 
you sweat a little when you know 
they are waiting for you. But I 
[eel that you can 'smell' them." 



Someone up there 
smiled down on him 

By: Cpl. D.A. Hines 
DA NANG - "Someone was 

smiling down upon us that night," 
said Corporal Earl M. Cupples 
as he described onc of the closest 
scrapes with death any Marine 
could have in Vietnam. 

Cupples and Corporal Stanley 
L. Milburn, squad leaders serving 
with "B" Company, 1st Battalion, 
1st Marines, were saved by what 
they called "a freak miracle that 
couldn't happen again in a thou­
sand years," during a recent 
County Fair operation. 

The two Marines had dug in 
(or the night and were standing 
a fifty-per cent security watch, 
where one Marine sleeps while 
the other stands watch. 

Cupples had just taken over 
when he saw movement to his 
front. He awakened Milburn and 
popped a flare. 

"I saw a figure out in front 
cock his afm back and knew that 
he was just about to send a hand 
grenade our way," Cupples said. 
"Milburn threw his grenade first 
causing the VC to duck but it 
was a dud." 

Milburn stuck his left arm 

De Soto has 
field hospital 
CHU LA1-A field "hospital" 

unit detached from the 1st Medi· 
cal Battalion has been set up at 
Due Pho. 50 miles south of Chu 
Lai, in support of Operation De 
Soto. 

The unit, consisting ot a re­
ceiving area, an x-ray unit, 
laboratory, operating room and 
anesthesia equipment. was set-up 
and ready to receive casualties 
within two hours. 

Navy Commander Charles R. 
Ashworth, commanding officer of 
the detachment, said, "This is the 
most complete field medical unit 
to be used in the Chu Lai area 
in support of an operation. It is 
designed primarily to provide 
better and faster medical aid to 
wounded Marines." 

Ashworth stressed the import­
ance of the anesthesia equipment 
and the anesthesiologist, Navy 
Lieutenant Charles Maas, in mak­
ing possible more complicated 
surgery. 

"With the equipment we have 
here, we can administer nerve 
blocks, axiliary b I 0 c k s, spinal 
anesthesia and all forms of gen­
eral anesthesia," Maas said. This 
makes it possible to perform al­
most any type of surgery which 
normally could be done only at a 
medical battalion or the hospital 
ship, USS Repose. 

Staffed by three Navy doctors 
and eighteen volunteer enlisted 
corpsmen, the hospital has a 
capacity o[ more than 50 pa­
tients. Critical cases or patients 
requiring intensive care are 
evacuated to a medical battalion 
or the Repose. 

In addition to treating wounded 
Marines, the hospital has treated 
Vietnamese civilians from neaf­
by Due Pho. 

Engineers change 
CHU LA1-Lieutenant Colonel 

George A. Babe assumed com­
mand of the 9th Engineer Bat­
talion last month. 

He relieved Lieutenant Colonel 
Richard W. Crispin, who has been 
aSSigned duties as Division En­
gineer Orficcr. Third Marine Di­
vision. 

Colonel Chanh Tai Kil. Chief of 
Staff, 2d Republic of Korea Ma· 
rine Corps (Blue Dragon Bri­
gade) presented Crispin with a 
letter of appreciation for effec­
tive support of the 2d ROK Bri­
gade. The letter was signed by 
the ROK Commanding General, 
Gen. Kim. 

above his forehead to shield his 
eyes from the flare, when the 
Cong popped up again. 

Before he could do anything, 
the communist sent the deadly 
missile on its way toward the 
Marines' position. 

The grenade hit Milburn in the 
forearm, rolled into the rice pad­
dy to his front and exploded 
harmlessly. 

'·1 hate to think of the end 
results if Milburn hadn't stuck his 
arm up to shield his eyes from 
that fiare when he did," said 
Cupples. 

----
Ten kills 

CHU LA! - Leading a small 
patrol, Corporal Lee Robinson, 
crept silently up on a Viet Cong 
meeting. The VC were sitting in 
front of a hut in a smaH village 
and were almost gray in the half­
light of dusk. 

As the startled group saw him, 
Robinson opened up with his 
automatic rifle, killing ten of 
them. 

Robinson had taken part of his 
squad from G Company, 2nd Bat· 
talion, Seventh Marines, 1st Ma­
rine Division to set up an ambush 
just a few miles south of Chu 
Lai. 

Pick and shovel work 
PFC Gary R. Parker and PFC Hope Smith, Jr., construct a defensive position in the Op­

eration De Soto area 25 miles south of Quang Ngai city. Elements of the Seventh Marines, 
Task Force X-Ray, lstMarDiv, have been operating in the area since Jan. 26. 

(Photo by Sgt. A. L. Cooper) 

FLSCi-A Marine company 
assists Da Nang orphanage 

"We were coming to this vil· 
lage," Robinson said. "We saw 
this VC. He jumped into the 
bushes and I shot him. The vil­
lage was deserted, but food on 
the tables was still warm," he 
added, "so we got suspicious that By CpI. D, L. Cellers 
something was about to happen. DA NANG-"It is more blessed to give than to receive," is a Biblical phrase that 

"We crossed the paddies to an· serves as an everyday reality to the Marines of Maintenance Co., Force Logistic Sup­other village-me on the point be- port Group "A". cause I had some new guys with 
me," Robinson said. "That's More than 10 months ago the unit of the Force Logistic Support Command began 
when I saw the VC holding their ' 
little meeting. There were about aiding the Sacred Heart Orphahage, located six miles southeast of the Maintenance Co. 
15 of them, and one was standing compound at the Da Nang airfield. The Marines donated food clothing and money 
in front doing all the talking. ! needed to keep the orphanage progressing. 
crawled to just a few feet of Last October, the Maintenance ---cc,.-,--,.--..,-..,-,.-.".,----:-:::-=---::--,.-.,--..,-­
them and then sprayed the Co. personnel began contributing "Without the aid of the Marines, of Da Nang and a headquarters 
place," he said. money _ to the orphanage. By our orphanage would not be as downtown. 

Robinson then told his assist- the end of last year, more than comfortable nor our child;,en as The China Beach branch con-
ant, Lance Corporal Ernest $4500 had been _ contributed. happy as they are today, says sists of an orphanage, nunnery, 
Nunes Jr., to take the rest of the The company also donated over Sister Marie Madeleine, director dispensary and two schools. The 
patrol back to a hill they had $350 worth of cloth and a sewing of the orphanage. Da Nang orphanage consists of a 
passed while the squad leader machine to help provide children Almost daily the company re- chapel and administrative offices. 
covered the move. of the orphanage with school uni- ceives a pac k age containing There is a mother superior, 

When he was sure the others forms. clothing, food and toilet articles five sisters and 77 novitiates at 
were safely away, Rob ins 0 n During Christmas, the company from parents of the Marines in China Beach. 
moved cautiously back along the sponsored a party for the chil- the unit who write home te1ling There are currently 103 chil-
trail until he joined the rest of dren and distributed 400 gifts -I of the orphanage. dren at the Sacred Heart or-
the patrol; then he radioed ar- everything from talking dolls to Sacred Heart has a branch at phanage, many of whose parents 
tillery strikes on the VC position. boxes of cookies. China BeaCh, a few miles east were killed by the Viet Congo In 

Three little words 
"War is Hell" printed on the back of LCpl. D. R. Anderson's flak jacket, simply but 

concisely wraps "p the life of a Marine infantryman in Vietnam. Anderson is a member of "F" 
Co., 2d Bn., 1st Marines. (Photo by PFC Clark D. Thomas) 

the past three years, 18 of the 
children have been adopted by 
U.S. servicemen and taken to 
America. 

Sergeant Robert E. Silkert, a 
me m b e r of Maintenance Co., 
and father of four, will return to 
the States in May with another 
addition to his family - a three­
year-old orphan girl. 

"My wife and I both like chilo 
dren so I decided to take another 
back with me," Silkert said. 

Sick call at Sacred Heart is 
handled by Sister Rosaire, a na­
tive of China. She treats patients 
at the dispensary each morning 
and every afternoon works at the 
East Da Nang Naval Hospital, 
where she received an honorary 
nurses' diploma. Last year 34,694 
patients were treated at the small 
dispensary; 2,226 last month. 

Each week, Navy Dr. Curtis 
R. Baker, treats the children at 
the orphanage for minor illnesses 
and lacerations. 

"The sisters are doing a tre· 
mendous job working with the 
children," he said. "Usually the 
treatment has already been done. 
sO I merely check the patients," 
he added. 

Many of the nuns and novitiates 
at Sacred Heart are from North 
Vietnam. Such as Novitiate Paul 
Dominique who came from North 
Vietnam with her parents in 1954. 
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PFC rallies platoon 
to successful battle 

B1 Cpt. D.A. Hines and machin£>-gun firC' for the 1'('-

DA NANG-A Marinl' privatt' maind('r of the day _ 
first class took {'hargc of a hard B~cause the artillery forward 
hit platoon recently , and rallied observer had b€'l'n killed ('arlier, 
them to a successful day-long de' l Rf.>belo had to call in air strikes. 
fense against a largC' Viet Cong "I called in UH1E helicopters 
ambush force. (Huf'Y gunships) and they strafed 

Private First Class Jack V. the art'a (or about fifteen min­
Rebelo. a radio operator serving utes," said Rebelo. 
with "B" Company, 1st BpUalion, Then to th(' Marine's surprise 
lst Marines. was accompanying the communists suddenly slopped 
his platoon on a rapid reaction firing and pullt:'d out. 
force mission .lan . 29. when they "It didn't make sense to us at 
were brought under in ten s e first ," Rebt'lo said. "but when I 
enemy fin' . found that somt" of our troops 

Suddenly Rebelo realized that had engaged them on the other 
he was th(' senior Marine on the side, it did . The Cong don't stick 
spot. I around once tht' odds arc against 

He immediatcl)" took charge them," 
and rallied the platoon into a One thin", is for certain-Rebelo 
suitable deCensive position. and the Marines of thr 3rd pia· 

The Viet Cong continued raking toon won ' t soon forg('t th(' date 
the area with automatic rifle fire January 29. 

- - --:--

G r h Scholarship-en. '-us man (Continued From Page 1) 
when they arc in those establish· 

"'0 Juty he'l'.e m~,~~y moncy donated in memo-II Uj • I ry of any particular Marine or 

I 
Navyman or men killed In action 

Headquarters Marine Corps an- will be acknowledged In the 1st 
nounced the pending reassign- Marine Division publication: the 
ment oC two general o£Cicers. To "Old Breed News," Johnson. sB;ld. 
be reassigned are : Members of the Assoclatlon 

Major General Robt'rt E. Cush· automattcally receive a copy oC 
man, Jr., Crom duty as Com- the News, he foiaid. 
manding General, Marine Corps "I am sure that we all want 
Base, Camp Pendleton, Calif.. to to have a large scholars hlP fund 
duty with the III Marine Am· as our best means of insuring 
phibious Force in Vietnam as the Association can assist in the 
Deputy Commander about April Cuture education of the children oC 
I , 1961. our 1st Marine Division com-

Major General Lewis J. Fields. rades, particularly those who 
from duly as Commanding Gen· have given their lives in battie," 
eral, Firth Marine Division to Major General Nickerson said as 
Camp Pendleton as relief for Gen. he officially launched OPERA· 
Cushman about March I, 1967. TION SCHOLARSHIP. ---

VC seem interested 
Chaplain1s work • In 

DA NANG - Chaplain Eugene says it probably won't b. 
Davis is a hard man to find . As last. 
chaplain Cor the 2nd Battalion. Not only docs he visit all the 
F 0 u r t h Marine Regiment , 1st letter companies weekly but all 
Marine Division, his days arc the CAC (Combined Action Com· 
long and his nights are longer. pany) units in the area too. 

, With the help of his assistant "The Marines r eally apprf.'Clate 
Lance COl'poral Roger KanouH, the chaplain's vis its," says 
Davis holds services throughout KanouH, "and it builds theil' 
the unit. morale up too to see him there 

Recently on one of his weekly even when tht' bullets art' fl ying 
trips to the lOG" Company com· overhead." 
mand post, located about 20 miles The Cong st'em inh'rr::;h 'd too, 
south of Da Nang, the ('haplain's says Kanourr but the t'hapla in 
message was int('TI'upled. has the anSWl'I' 

Automatic weapons fire had the "It must be the glitter of the 
whole service pinned down . Un cross that attracts them." he 
daunted th(' chaplain continurd says . "I just wish they would 
the service. come on in , l'm SUrt' I could 

It's not the first instance this I administer to thf'm appropriate· 
has happ 'ncd and as the chaplain Iy." he said. 

Mail The Sea Ti er Home 

{·I.I .... K, 

rnl:lll I.of' 

c·· ...... 10f' 

NOTE: Fold paper tllr •• tim.s, ,.cur. e ges with 

Stapl. or Tap. and mail home. 
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Observe air strike 
Three Marines watch a bomb hurst on an area of VC sniper activity during Operatioll De 

Soto. The operation is heing com/lleted by elements of the Seventh Mllrine,\'. TlIsk Force X­
Ray, IstMarDi"., 25 miles sowh of Quang Ngai. (Phuto hy SKt. A. L. COOIJer) 

Col. Vunck flying again 
MARINE CORPS AIR STATION, EL TORO, Cali f.-A Marine Corps aviator, who 

lost part of his left leg during combat operations in Vietnam in December 1965, resum­
ed a 26-year flying career a few weeks ago. 

Colonel Michael R. Yunck made the flight in a TA-4F "Skyhawk" jet aircraft at 
Marine Corps Air Station, Yuma, Ariz. In doing so, he proved to Marine Corps offi­
cials the truth of his words of Dec. 10, 1965, when he said he would someday return to 
the flight lines of Marine Corps aviation. 

Colonel Yunck, 48, assistant I -----------
chieC oC staff, Plans, Marine other pilot. 
Corps Air Station, EI Tor 0, Colonel Vunck was told by 
Calif., toid newsmen at a press Navy doc tor s after he was 
conference Feb. 3, that the leg, wounded that It was .. the last 
amputated five inches b('low the combat miSSion he'll ever fly." 
knee, "doesn't handicap me-it The colonel however, had other 
only inconveniences me." ideas. ACter 'five months at th<.' 

The veteran of two wars and U.S. Naval Hospital, Oakland, 
1963 winner of the Cunningham Calir., he returned to full duty 
Award as Marine Aviator of the status at El Toro. His ultimate 
Vear said he was now quaUrted aim is to be reassigned to Viet· 
to fly when accompanied by an· "am. 

In Vietnam, Colonel Yunck 
served as Operations and Plan· 
ning officer, First Marine Air­
craCt Wing. During ()pt"ratlon 
"Hal'vest Moon" he was co-pilot 
aboard a UH·34D helicopter when 
he was hit by a SO-caliber round 
from a Viet Cong ground weapon. 

It was the second Purple Heart 
Medal for the veteran aviator 
who later rt>Quested to return to 
the wartorn Republic upon his 
ft.'lease Crom the Naval Hospital. 

Colom'l Yunck saw combat ac­
tion as a fightt'r pilot on Guadal­
canal during 1942-43 and on Oki· 
nawa in 1945. He was a fixed· 

I wing and helicopter pilot in Viet-
nam. 

I 
In addition to receh'lng the 

Cunningham Award In 1963, tht' 
veteran aviator received t h t' 
Kitty lIawk Award from the Los 
Angeles Chamber oC Commerce 
In 1966, Armed Forces Award 
from the V('teran or .~orelgn 
Wars In 1966. American Fighter 
Aces Award In 1966, and Loyalty 
Award from Loyola Universit.y In 
Los Angeles In 1966. 

Colont'l Yunck regards his wiCt, 

I<lS " tht' p<.'rft'ct Marine's wife," 
b('cau~c shl' respects his feehngs 
in wanting to rrturn to Vietnam . 
" Still ~he dOl' tl n' t want mt' tn 
h'un'," he smilt·d. 

His dauJ.:htl'l's must also bt' 
nt'ar-Ilt'rfe<:t In the eyt's of a 
caret'r Marine . It took th('m ani)· 
ont' day to a<:<:ept the colonel's 
handicap upon his n·turn Cram 
tht' (ar-awa;y land oC war. 

"Tht' c'hildren want to tell 
(lvt'I')"one oC my handkap whel" 
CVt'r Wl' go - including SUpt','­

ml::lrkt,ts ," ht.' laughed. 

Navy Cross-
..J (Contlnut'd From Pag.- 1) 

I it up and threw it into the neeJrby 
rivt'r, where it explodl'd on can· 
tact with the water. 

Diving for weapons 
LCpl. David E. Lake surfllas from a water-fillell hole 

for a breath uf air a. he searches for hidden VC weapolls 
during Operation Independence. Lake is a memher 01 "G" 
Co., 2d Bn., FOllrth Marines, l.'itMarDil'. 

(Photo hy LCpl. J. L. McClory) 

His courage and unhesitating 

I 
seif·sacriCic(> in the Cace of almost 
certain death saved threC' other 
Marines from probablC' injury 
and possible death. 


