
Fifth Marine Recipient from Vietnam War 

SSgt. Connor Posthumously Awarded Medal of Honor 
WASHINGTON - A Marine 

platoon sergeant, who chose to 
sacrifice his own life by covering 
a grenade in order to protect the 
lives of his men, is to become 
the Marine Corps' fifth Medal 
of Honor recipient from the Viet· 
nam war. 

On Tuesday, May 2, the Presi· 
dent of the United States pre· 
sented the Medal of Honor, in 
White H 0 use ceremonies, to 

SSgt. Peler S. Connor's widow, 
Mrs. Eleanor M. Connor, of 
Oceanside, California. 

At the time of his gallant sac­
rifice. Sergeant Connor was 
platoon sergeant of the Third 
Platoon, Co. "F". 2d Bn., Third 
Marines, 1st Madne Division 
(Reinforced). His platoon was 
taking part in a search and de­
stroy operation in Quang Ngai 
Province on February 25, 1966, 

in an area of extensive caves 
and tunnel complexes. 

The citation accompanying his 
award reads in part: 

"Exhibiting particular alert­
ness and keen observation, he 
spotted an enemy spider hole 
emplacement approximately fifo 
teen meters to his front . . .. 
Upon pulling the pin of a gre· 
nade he realized that the firing 
mechanism was faulty, and that 

even as he held the safety de­
vice firmly in place, the fuze 
charge was a Ire a d y ac­
tivated ... hb further realized 
that he could not cover the dis­
tance to the small opening of 
the spider hole in sufficient 
time . . . to safely throw the 
grenade. Manifesting extraor­
dinary gallantry and with utter 
disregard for his personal safe· 
ty, he chose to hold the grenade 

against his own body in order to 
absorb the terrific explosion and 
spare his comrades .... His 
act of extreme valor and self­
lessness in the face of virtually 
certain death, although leaving 
him mortally wounded, spared 
many of his fellow Marines from 
death or injury. His gallant ac­
tion in giving his life in the cause 
of freedom reflects the highest 
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ASSAULT-Marines of "G" Co., 2d Bn., Third Marines, 
assault Hill 881 N. during battle near Khe Sanh. 

(Photo by SSgt. R. E. Wilson) 

NVA Lose 199 

Early Morning Attack 
Stopped By Marines 

CON THIEN-A company-sized Marine unit drove 
off a heavy attack by possibly two battalions of the 812th 
North Vietnamese Regiment on Con Thien special forces 
camp early May 8 following simultaneous mortar and 
rocket attacks by the enemy on Con Thien, Gio Linh, 
Camp J. J. Carroll and Dong Ha. 

At 2 p.m. units of the Fourth Marine Regiment were 
chasing the enemy force north· 
eastward into a blocking force 
of other Marines from the regi­
ment, who were heli-lifted into 
an area at first light to cut off 
the withdrawing enemy forcc. 

Earlier 179 of the enemy were 
confirmed dead in the Con Thien 
vicinity. 

First reports indicate the ini· 
tial close contact came when 
the enemy force hit Can Tien, 
from the northeast at 3: 05 a.m. 
this morning. 

In addition to the 179 enemy 
killed, the Marines reported tak­
ing tcn prisoners, capturing 
more than 100 weapons includ­
ing 37 AK47's, three f I a m e 
throwers and 12 rocket-propel­
ling guns. 

A member of LtGen. Lewis 
W. Walt's staff was wounded in 
a mortar attack around noon 
While visiting the battle scene 

at Con Thien with the III Ma· 
rine Amphibious Force com· 
mander. 

In addition to the attack at 
Con TieD, Gio Linh received 150 
rounds of mortar fire causing 
slight damage to some of the 
artillery; Camp J.J. Garroll re­
ceived an estimated 20 rounds 
of lOOmm fin-type rockets; and 
Dong Ha took 23 rounds of 140· 
mm rocket fire causing slight 
damage to equipment. 

The mortar and rocket attacks 
all came following sighting of 
a green flare from the Dong lIa 
perimeter at 2: 55 a.m. 

Counter-mortar and artillery 
fire was delivered during the at­
tacks and in support of the rna· 
rines chasing the enemy from 
Con Thien. 

By nightfall. NV A casualties 
had risen to 199 killed. 

Assault Against Khe Sanh 
Tops April Marine Action 

By: GySgt. Ron Harwood 
DA NANG-Until the last six days of the month, April had few significant ground 

contacts between Marines in I Corps and enemy forces. 
From the 24th on, however, the action was furious as elements of the Third and 

Ninth Marine Regiments foiled the North Vietnamese Army's planned assault and 
take·over of the Khe Sanh area. 

In the action at Khe Sanh, the artillerymen and jet pilots were a prime factor 
in dislodging the North Vietnamese from their bunkers on Hills 861, 881 N. and 881 
S. The guns hurled more than 
11,000 rounds at the enemy posi­
tions while Marine air was drop­
ping more than 1,000 tons of or­
dnance in five days. 

Other enemy attempts In the 
northern-most province of South 
Vietnam to silence Marine and 
Army artillery came almost 
nightly as they poured mortar 
shells and rockets into Gla Unh 
and other points south of the 
demilitarized zone. Their efforts 
failed, however, and the big guns 
continued their accurate support 
of ground units throughout the 
month. 

Enemy mortars and rockets 
also struck at Chu Lai, Dong 
IIa, Phu Bai and Khe Sanh duro 
ing the month. Little damage 
was caused by any of the at­
tacks. 

In all, the Marine air-ground 
team killed 1,649 enemy soldiers 
during April. Also, 248 individual 
and 11 crew·served weapons 
were captured by Leathernecks. 

To the south, Task Force Ore­
gon, a multl·brlgade U. S. Army 
force commanded by MaJGen. 
William B. Rosson, started op­
erating in Quang Ngal and 
Quang Tin province. 

Four days later, Chu Lai­
based Task Force X·Ray, 1st 
Marine Division, was dissolved, 
and its operating e I e men t s 
moved northward to bolster oth­
er Marine units in the northern 
three provinces of South Viet­
nam. 

In significant small unit ac­
tion, a company of the 1st Ma­
rine Regiment made contact 
with a large enemy force 20 
miles south of Da Nang on April 
22. Two other companies of the 
First Marines were lifted in to 
help as were elements of the 
Fifth Marine Regiment. With the 
arrival of reinforcements, the 
enemy broke contact. 

In the air, Marine jet pilots 
flew 369 miSSions north of the 
DMZ and 6,860 sorties in South 
Victnum. There were 38,348 heli­
copter sorties flown by Marine 
a j r c r aft. Leatherneck C·130s 
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Enemy Fought Real Hard 
KHE SANH-"The enemy fought real hard, was 

well coordinated, well armed and a pro," LtCol. W. J. 
Masterpool (Solvay, N.Y.), operations officer for 
Marine operations west of here, said as he summed up 
the capabilities of North Vietnamese troops in the 
area. He compared the enemy's fighting qualities with 
those of the NVA that Marines opposed on Operation 
Hastings. 

In 10 days of action Marines killed a total of 551 
North Vietnamese near here. 

"The enemy used every weapon available," said 
LtCol. E. R. DeLong, commander of the 2nd Bn., 
Third Marine Regiment, following the assault against 
881 North. 

Capt. R. W. Swigart, company commander of 
"M" Co., 3rd Bn., Ninth Marines, who took part in 
the assault on 881 South, described the enemy as 
U hard, hard core." 

"They had staying power that was unbelievable. 
They were good." 

Mai. W. E. Fogo, operations officer at Khe Sanh, 
said aerial observers had spotted well· fortified bunkers 
on almost every ridge line in the area. 

Contact Continues 
In Oper,ation Union 

By: SSgt Don Summerford 
DA NANG-Marines fighting in Operation Union continue to 

maintain contact with enemy forces as they sweep through the rug­
ged Hiep Duc·Que Son-Phuoe Chau valley, south of Da Nang. 

The multi-battalion operation was launched Apr. 26 into the 
Viet Cong stronghold that has been communist controlled for the 
past 18 months. 

Operation Union, headed by the Fifth Marine Regiment, 1st 
Marine Division, has accounted for 297 confirmed enemy killed in 
action. 

Earlier reports that hard core 
North Vietnamese troops were 
concentrated in the area north· 
west of Tam Ky, 30 miles south 
of Da N,mg, have proven true. 
More then 100 North Vietnam· 
ese Army (NVA) kills have been 
confirmed. 

FortY-Six have been detained. 
Early May 3, some 20 enemy 

82mm mortar rounds were fired 
into the Fifth Marine Regiment 
command post and n ear b y 
friendly positions at Tam Ky. 

(Continued on Back Page) 
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Clrcuhttion This Issue 86,000 Copies 

MEMORIAL FUND-Mrs. James J. Carroll of Cleveland, 
Ohio, presents a check for $2500 to General Wallace M. 
Greene Jr., Commandant of the Marine Corps, as part of 
the "J. J. Carroll Memorial Fund" honoring the late Capt. 
J. J. ''carroll who was killed in action in Vietnam. 

J. J. Carroll Fund 
Started for Vietnamese 

WASHINGTON - With the aid 
of fiends and neighbors in her 
hometown, the widow of a herOic 
Marine officer will keep alive the 
memory of her husband by help­
ing children in the land where 
he died. 

Mrs. James J. Carroll, of 
Cleveland, Ohio, recently pre­
sented a check for $2500 to Gen­
eral Wallace M. Greene, Jr., 
Commandant of the Mar i n e 
Corps . The money, representing 
initial contributions to the "J.J. 
Carroll Memorial Fund," will be 
used exclusively to provide sup­
port for Vietnamese orphanages 
located near where Captain Car­
roll was killed in action last Oc­
tober. 

Carroll earned the Navy Cross 
for heroism during Operation 
Prairie from September 27 to Oc­
tober 5, 1966, while serving as 
the Commanding Officer, "K" 
Co .. 3d Bn .• Fourth Marines, 3d 
Marine Division, while in action 
against North Vie t n a m e s e 
forces. 

The citation accompanying the 
medal reads in part: " ... On 27 
September as Company "K" 
moved through a thick jungle 
canopy toward Hill 400, the point 
platoon was hit hard by enemy 
automatic weapons fire, clec~ 
trically detonated mines and 
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booby traps, and the other pla­
toons oC the company came un­
der an intense mortar attack. 
Carroll quickly seized a piece of 
high ground, and utilizing it for 
a temporary landing zone was 
able to evacuate his wounded 
quickly and establish a company 
defensive position from which 
he could attack the determined 
and well-fortifiep enemy that 
defended Hill 400. 

"On 28 September, he called 
in close air support to within 
fifty meters of his front lines in 
an attempt to destroy the enemy 
positions which had halted the 
battalion for two days. Utilizing 
the shock action of the air 
strikes, Carroll and seven of his 
Marines crawled to within hand­
grenade range of the enemy. Ag­
gressively and decisively launch­
ing the final assault and gaining 
a quick foothold on the Hill. he 
employed the rest of his com­
pany to aid in securing the ob­
jective then under heavy coun­
terattack Cram three sides. De­
spite a painful wound from an 
enemy mortal' round, Carroll 
continued to direct his men in 
the securing of Hill 400 . . ." 

He was mortally wounded on 
October 5, when hit by a shell 
fragment. After his death, his 
men named the ridge on Hill 400 
in his memory calling it "J" 
"J" Ridge. 

I 
New pen pal listing: 
Rose Landwchrle 
1134-89th SI. 
North Bergen, N.J. 07047 

• • • 
Lisa Baughman (16) 
RFD No. 2 Box 495 
Ledyard, Conn. '" ~, ~ , 

Patty Dzubera (16) 
20 Walnut Street 
Blommingdale, N.J. 07403 

'" '" '" Diann Reilly (20) 
32-02 Norwood Drive 
FairLawn, N.J. 07410 

* • • 
Kathy Bcnson (16) 
36 Beechwood Ave. 
Begota_ N.J. 

• • • 
Maurecn Westerman (24) 
151 Jefferson Ave . 
River Edge, N.J. 07661 

'" '" '" Ivana Hagen (17) 
Box 197 
Buffalo. Mo 65622 

• • • 
Marcy Paul (16) 
106 Tremont Ave. 
Kenmore, New York 14217 

'" '" ~, 

Pam Kirby (16) 
445 Blowing Rock ,Rd. 
Lenoir. N.C. 28645 

* • • 
Susan McCulley (20) 
209 West Chelton Rd. 
Park' ide. Chester. Pa. 10912 

• • 
Dorothy Moore (18) 
5902 Gaber Dr. 
San Antonio, Tex. 

• • 
Sherrill Jane Powell 
312 Woodland 
Ferriday. La. 71334 

• 

• 

• • • 
Melissa Finkel (15) 
52 Shersood Drive 
Ramsey. N.J. 07446 

• • • 
Betty Lou Burke -(25) 
Rt 3 Box 398 
Granite Falls. N.C. 28630 

• • • 
Pam Merrachavian (16) 
148 Oldfield Ave. 
Hasbrouck. N.J. 07604 

• • 
Pat Bonelli 
230 Moonachie Road 
Moonachie. N.J. 07074 

• • 
Debbie Meehan 
27 North Christie Street 
Bergenfield. N.J. 07621 

• • 
Rosalie Mensoric (24) 
107 Oakwood Ave. 

• 

• 

,. 

Cliffside Park, N .. 1. 07010 , • 
Diane Greenham 
480 Valley Rd. 
Englewood. N.J. 07631 

• • 
Mrs. Dorothy Bradford 
4523 Strong 

• 

• 

Kansas City. Kan. 66106 
• • • 

Shirley Long (18) 
33 Millbrook Road 
Bridgeport, W.Va. 26330 · . . 
Frances Wilson (18) 
460 Lee Ave. 
Clarksburg, W.Va. 26301 · . . 
Sharon Kay Dcwell (18) 
Route No.1 
Buckhannen, W.Va. 26201 

• • • 
Caryn Shulman (17) 
715 Winthrop Road 
Teaneck N.J. 07666 

• • 
Linda Carestia (16) 
1421-83rd Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11228 

• • 
Lynn Kilpatrick (16) 
RD. 3, Box 529 
Gales Ferry. Conn. 06335 

• • • 
Carolyn Myers (17) 
115 Grape Street 
Ferriday. La. 71334 

• • 
Sharon Reilly (18) 
31 Geraldine Road 
Englewo.od Cliff! , N.J. 

Bonnie Axtell (18) 
12f>6 Furance Road 
Sharon. Pa 161446 · . . 
Mrs. Flo M. Hereth 
128 Circlc :Rd. 
Teaneck, N.J_ 07666 

• • • 
Luci Brule (17) 
197 Hershfeld PI. 
New Milford. N.J. 07646 · . . 
Nancy Schaller (16) 
2714 Lincoln Ave: 
LaCrosse. Wisc. 54601 

• • 
Heather Morse 
Rd No.4 
North East. Pa. 16428 

• • 
Abby Letterman (15) 
246 Wayne Ave. 
River Edge, N. J. 07661 

• • • 
Jane Hendrickson (16) 
Box 231 A RFD No. 3 
Long Cove Road 
Gales Ferry, Conn. 06335 

• • • 
Miss Geri Fish (23) 
8 Central Ave. 
Norwich, Conn. 

• • 
Mrs. J. Gallagher (23) 
A-IS Harvey Ave. 
Rochelle. Park N. J. 07662 

• • • 
Cathy Hosticka 
4012 Gremly st. 
Schiller Park, III. 60176 

• • 
Judi Bogren (16) 
Stony Brook Girls School 
Stony Brook. L.!., N.Y. 11790 

• • • 
Peggy Griender (17) 
793 Howard Street 
Teaneck. N. J. 07666 

• 
Carolyn Freire (16) 
1525-83rd Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11228 

Jcan Reisman (17) 
176 Pullman Ave. 
Kenmore, N. Y. 14217 · . . 
Miss A. L. Lipton (20) 
3711 Lyme Ave. 
Seagate-Brooklyn. N.Y. 11224 · . .., 
Pat Jones 
2655 Washington Street N. E. 
MinneapOlis, Minn. 55418 

• • • 
Donna Rich (17) 
81 Maiden Lane 
Bergenfield, N. J. 07621 

• • • 
Judy McCusker (18) 
537 Wiston Street Toledo. Ohio 
43609 

• 
Michaele Kahn 
152 Englc St. 
Tenafly, N. J. 07670 

• • 
Deborah Lynn Krum 
Ccntcr Gould Hall 
East Northfield. Mass. 01360 

• • • 
Kris Buendle (15) 
Jean Anderson (15) 
38 Collins Avenue. 
Closter, N. J. 07624 

Jcan Anderson (15) 
2649 Taylor St. N.E. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55418 

Ellen W: Wood;crth (2iJ 
108 Gardner Street 
Hingham, Mass 02043 

• • Eilecn 'l·homas 
4118 Jud Drive 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236 

• • 
Mr.&Mrs. M.N. McFerrin 
3121 Western Branch Road 
Chesapeake. Va. 23703 

• • • 
Brenda Temple (17) 
P. O. Box 882 
Vidalia. La. 71373 

Arlene Cobper 3894 Ma;tell Ave. 
Cinicinnat,·. Ohio 45236 · . . 
Sandce Dietz 
R. D. No.5 Lake Pleasant Rd. 
Eric, Pa. 16509 

• 
Regina Ford (17) 
3441 Nathan Ave. 
Brookhaven, Pa. 19015 

• • 
C. C. Teising 
50 Glen Eyrie #9 
San Jose, Calif. 95125 

• • 
Peggy Kennedy (16) 
Rt. 2 Box 75 
Atlanta. Texas 75551 

• • 
Barbara Henry (19) 
47 Schuyler SI. 
Amsterdam.N.Y. 12010 

• • 
Molly Smith 
Rt. 2 Box 330 
Buna, Texas 

Marie Jones 
824 N. Riverside 
Medford, Oregon 
97501 

EDITOR'S NOTE: "Person­
nel should be aware of the pos­
sibilities of being exploited or 
unwittingly contributing to hos­
tile Jntelligence gatherjng efrorts 
when engaged in "Pen-Pal" cor­
respondence. " 

Armed Forces Day Message 
President Lyndon B. Johnson has issued the following message for Armed Forces 
Day, May 20, 1967: 

"America's rise to world leadership will be remembered down through history as 
an inspiring example of what men can ac hieve in the cause of freedom. 

"Freedom was the goal that sparked our independence-and only the love of 
freedom has sustained it. 

"Nowhere is this dedication reflected more vividly than in the Armed Forces 
of the United States. 

"Our modern military establishment is the mightiest arsenal of all time. But it 
would give us neither peace nor security without the devotion to duty, the courage 
and sacrifice of the men and women who wear our country's uniform. 

"As Commander-in-Chief, I invite every American to participate in the 1967 
observance of Armed Forces Day, which honors those who guard our heritage. 

"In Vietnam-and around the world-they perpetuate the ideals which made 
and preserve us as a nation. 

"Let our thoughts be with them on this day. And let our prayers attend them, 
always, as they unflinchingly defend our legacy and our lives." 



REFUELING "MIKE" BOAT-LCpl. Leon Thomas of 
Colton, Calif., (right) opens up the fuel line to the 10,000 
gallon tank on a Navy "mike" boat. The boat runs from 
Col Co ramp to the Hue ramp. Tow boats, supplied by the 
2d Pit., Seventh Separate Bulk Fuel Co;, carry up to 
60,000 gallons of fuel daily for distribution to military units 
in the Phu Bai area. LCpl. Ted K. Matsunga of Lomita, 
Calif., keeps in contact with the fuel personnel ashore 
while Sgt. Felix Camero of Honolulu, Hawaii, operations 
chief, supervises the refueling. 

(Photo by: Sgt. A. M. Keller) 

Bulk Fuel Harvested 

By Marine 'Farmers' 
PHU BAI - On an island of[ 

the coast of Phu Bai, one can 
see a strange sight - a group 
of American farmers. 

They are not the ordinary 
type of farmers, but United 
States Marines. Their crop is 
fuel. 

Last month over 1% million 

1st Medical Bn. 
Conducts Tour 

DA NANG - The 1st Medical 
Bn. is conducting guided tours 
of this city for patients. 

The medical unit's two chap­
lains, Lt. Robert J. Paciocco 
(Quantico, Va.) and Lt. E.R. 
Toner (Covington, Ky.), have 
promoted a weekly bus tour to 
view the city with a quarter­
million population. 

"The tours help pass the time, 
and at the same time give the 
men an opportunity to see the 
city," Paeiocco said. 

Ambulatory patients may take. 
the three-hour tour each Tues­
day afternoon. 

Some are on crutches, many 
clad in blue hospital gowns and 
others wearing casts as they 
board a Naval Support Activity 
bus. 

Stops arc made at a Vietnam­
ese art museum and a Buddhist 
temple to allow picture taking. 
The r 0 ute includes a ride 
through the congested water­
front and market place areas. 

gallons of fuel was distributed 
from Col Co ramp to various 
military units in the Phu Bai 
area. 

Some 40 Marines of the 2d 
PIt., Seventh Separate Bulk 
Fuel Co., under the cognizance 
of the Force Logistic Command, 
supply all types of fuel to every 
military unit in the Phu Bai 
area. 

Beginning April, 1966, with a 
skeleton crew headed by Sgt. 
Felix Camero of Honolulu, 
Hawaii, and only one fuel farm 
supplying combat operations in 
the area, the unit has mushroom­
ed into eight farms. 

Latest innovation is fuel trans­
portation by helicopter. When­
ever a combat operation is 
taking place in the area, heli­
copters carry fuel to the combat 

. zone. 
Transport ships, anchored off 

the coast of Col Co ramp, supply 
the farm at least once a week, 
pumping gas through rubber 
pipelines extended from ship to 
shore. 

Navy "mike" boats, carrying 
10,000 gallons of fuel, make 
trips from the island to the Hue 
River ramp where their fuel is 
pumped into trucks and trans­
ported to the Phu Bai area. A 
single round trip takes over 
three hours to complete. With 
two boats making runs, 60,000 
gallons of fuel is transported 
daily. 

Once a summer resort area, 
the entire island is populated by 
nearly 20,000 Vie t n a m esc 
fishermen. 

"This Kid Was Fantastic" 

Seven Man Recon Patrol 
Fights Off NVA Company 

By: Cpl. Ray Wilkinson 
KHE SANH-A seven· man Marine reconnaissance patrol aided by an armada of 

gunships, fixed-wing fighter hombers, and heavy artillery fought off an estimated North 
Vietnamese Army reinforced company for 12 hours in the heavy jungle west of here. 

The NVA, operating from well-concealed bunkers, at times within two feet of the 
marines, were constantly driven back by the ring of fire. 

After three unsuccessful attempts the beleaguered patrol was lifted out by a Huey­
helicopter. 

Four members of the patrol 
were killed, and three seriously 
wounded. A CH·46 pilot tried to 
extract the team and was also 
killed. Several crew members 
of other he I i cop t e r s were 
wounded. 

Although wounded four times, 
first time at the beginning of the 
fire fight, IS· year-old PIc. Steve 
P. Lopez, of Silver Springs, Md., 
maintained unbroken radio con­
tact with his parent unit of the 
3rd Force Reconnaissance Bn., 
and also directed air and artil­
lery strikes. 

"This kid was fantastic," said 
the company commander, Capt. 
A.B. Crosby of Annapolis, Md. 

"He was the coolest individual 
I have ever seen. He kept call­
ing in artillery closer and closer 
to his position. Back here they 
were actually scared to drop 
them closer. But he kept repeat­
ing, 'drop it closer, drop it 
closer.' 

"Throughout the fire fight 
Lopez never once mentioned that 
he had been hit. He kept say­
ing, 'I'm alright.' 

"The fir 3t thing he said when 
he arrived back here was, 
'check my camera I took some 
good flicks out there, and want 
to get them developed.' It was 
amazing." 

Lt. C.A. Mumford, Frances­
ville, Ind., pilot of the Huey gun­
ship who patrolled the skies 
over the besieged Marines con­
stantly for 12 hours, except for 
refueling, said, "Lopez was un­
believable. For 12 hours he was 
cool, cairn, and never got ex­
cited. He told us where to shoot 
and passed on valuable informa­
tion. The whole mission would 
have been impossible without 
him. He was the only one who 

could fight down there for sev­
eral hours. 

"He kept telling us he was 
alright and wouldn't admit he'd 
been hit in the head. He co­
ordinated the whole mission." 

The patrol was inserted about 
4: 50 p.m. on May 9, eight miles 
from Khe Sanh, to check out 
trails in the area. The Marines 
f 0 u n d several NVC bunkers, 
then returned to a nearby hill 
to look for the enemy. The pa­
trol came under heavy small 
arms fire for the iirst time 
around midnight. 

At first they estimated the 
enemy strength at 30 to 50, but 
later increased their estimate 
to a reinforced company. Lopez, 
on his fifth patrol, said he was 
hit in the head as soon as the 
action began. 

"I then received wounds in 
the chest, leg and head again," 
he said. "The enemy was about 
two feet from us at times. There 
was at least a company out 
there. They walked right up to 
us. " 

"I shot the first NV A and the 
last one. One of the ones I shot 
looked very young. like in his 
teens. He walked right up to 
me. I looked at him and knew 
if I didn't shoot him he would 
shoot me. 

"I was laying down on the 
ground and he didn't see me 
until he was right on top of 
me. 

"They were all over the place. 
I saw at least 15 dead NV A in 
front of our position. A lot of 
credit goes to my M-16, it 
worked fine and never jammed 
once," he said. 

Crosby said at one time Lopez 
thought all his buddies were 

dead. but checked and found 
foul' of them still breathing. 

Fol' several hours Lopez was 
the only member of the patrol 
able to fire his rifle. At about 
2:30 a.m. the patrol ran out of 
ammunition. Gunships had to 
drop bandoliers of ammo to the 
fighting Marines. 

The first gunship to arrive 
over the area was piloted by 
Mumford who pounded the hill 
with rnachinegun and rocket 
fire. At 2:45 a.m.. a CH·46 
made an unsuccessful attempt 
to recover the trapped Marines. 

"But the ship took a tremen· 
dous battering," according to 
Mumford. "Several crew mem­
bers received shrapnel wounds. 
Every time we stopped firing, 
the enemy would start moving 
up on the Marines." 

"When we opened up again 
they would retreat back to their 
bun k e r s. They were under­
ground all over that hill. All 
they had to do was retreat into 
those bunkers. We couldn't kill 
anyone there." 

Several hours after the first 
rescue attempt, a second CH-46 
tried to pick up the Marines. It 
was waved off, but still took 
numerous rounds flying away, 
and the pilot was killed. The 
two crew members were wound­
ed, but the co-pilot managed to 
bring the crippled chopper back 
to Khe Sanh. 

When daylight came, fixed 
wing fighters were called in and 
they plastered the hill with ord· 
nance. 

At midday, as several Huey 
gunships continued to hit the 
hill with rockets and machine­
gun fire, another IJuey landed 
beside the Marines and extract­
ed them. 

HELPING HAND-Marines and Air Force personnel helped Navy hospital corpsmen 
evacuate wounded Marines at the Khe Sanh airstrip. The wounded were medevaced to 
rear area hospitals during the battle for Hills 881 South and 812 North. 
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Khe Sanh Marines Supplied; 
Support Group Doubles Fffort 

By: GySgt. T. Donaldson 
PHU BAI-Since the intense enemy action began against Marine forces in the 

Khe Sanh area April 24, a Logistic Support Unit has been supporting the "in action" 
Leathernecks with over 60,000 pounds of supplies daily. 

The Khe Sanh LSU, an extension of Force Logistic Support Group "Alpha" at 
Phu Bai, has been doubling their supply efforts to effectively support the battalions 
in addition to artillery batteries. 

Originally established in December, 1966, and designed to support one battalion, 
the LSU specialists, some 60 
Marines, are meeting the needs 
of the Marines engaging the 
enemy forces in the northwest 
section of I Corps. 

"The Marines were never out 
of anything," said Major John 
Weeks of Willard, Ohio, and of­
ficer in charge of the LSU, "and 
they were probably better sup­
plied than any other previous 
operation." he added. 

The initial supply and resup­
ply operations to some 3,000 
Marines in the field, was com­
pletely airlifted by Marine heli­
copter units operating from the 
Khe Sanh airstrip. 

In addition to supplying the 
troops in the field. the LSU pro­
vides enough class "A" food to 
feed over a thousand people 
housed at the Khe Sanh com­
pound. 

Most of the supplies received 
at the airstrip staging area 
were flown into Khc Sanh on a 
"round the clock" schedule by 
Marine and Air Force transport 
aircraft. The major portion of 

cargo came from the Force 
Logistic Command units at Da 
Nang. 

"This single mode of resupply 
by helicopter was the first time 
an operation was not provided 
additional means of resupply 
transportation," stated M a j 0 r 
Weeks, "since the aclion was 
some 5,000 meters from OUf sup­
ply staging area, no vehicle 
convoys or surface ships could 
gain access to the troops in the 
field." he added. 

"We could fully load a heli· 
capleI' with Ole" rations, water, 
individual equipment and am­
munition and get it out to the 
action sites within 15 to 25 min­
utes," said Lt. Robert E. John­
son of Northfield, Minn., assist­
ant officer in charge of the LSU. 

"When the operation began, 
we had some problems trying 
to make stable LZ's (landing 
zones) for cargo deliveries," 
Johnson said. "The troops were 
moving at such a rapid pace 
the LZ's were changing con­
stantly, stretching the supply 

route and requiring immediate 
supply needs as they moved 
ahead." 

"We frequently had to pace 
our resupply runs in between 
artillery firing missions and 
helicopter me d e v a c flights," 
stated Johnson, "but we man­
aged to meet all the demands 
from the field." 

Capt. James Ross of Seattle, 
Wash .. an artillery battery com­
mander for the Twelfth Ma­
rines, is a firm believer in the 
supply efforts made by the LSU 
Marines. 

"My artillery battery has been 
firing an average of 1,500 rounds 
a day and there seems to be an 
endless stockpile of ammo," he 
said. "It's a damn good feeling." 

Although the primary mission 
of the LSU was resupplying the 
troops in the field, another task 
equally important was the re­
pair and maintenance of battle­
damaged equipment. 

Battle Pressures Felt 
By Flight Line Crews 

Increased combat activity dic­
tated the increased need for 
rapid repair of weapons, com­
munication equipment and dis­
posing of captured enemy ord­
nance. 

Contact teams, consisting of 
explosive ordnance disposal spe­
cialists were brought into the 
area from Phu Bai and Dong 
Ha. 

Other teams trained in the re­
pair of artillery tubes burned 
out from constant use, arrived 
to "beef-up" the LSU's increas­
ing commitments. After the 
equipment was repaired, it was 
immediately airlifted to the ac­
tion sites. 

By: Sgt. Bob PItner 
DA NANG-The action was 

miles north, but ordnance and 
flight line crews of Marine AIl­
Weather Fighter Squadrons-232 
and 235 felt the pressure along 
with the infantrymen battling 
North Vietnamese near Khe 
Sanh, just south of the de­
militarized zone. 

As the infantry units called 
for more and more close air 
support by F ·8E Crusader jets 
of the two 1st Marine Aircraft 
Wing squadrons, the demand on 
ground crews who arm, refuel, 
and check each plane before it 
can return to action increased. 

Sorties flown by VMF(AW)-232 
on May I, rose from an average 
of 24 per day to 38, while ton­
nage of bombs dropped on the 
enemy almost doubled. 

The battIe "up north" gave 
the aviation Marines the "busi­
est day we have had since we 
got to Vietnam," according to 
GySgt. J. H. Howard. Middle­
burg. Fla.. and VMF(AW)-232 
ordnance chief. 

It was the kind of day when 
LCpl. Kenneth L. Heist. of De· 
land, Fla., "only had time to 
smoke a quarter of a cigarette 

Relay Station 
PHU BAl-The Fourth Marine 

Regiment needed communica­
tions between its headquarters 
and infantry units operating 
deep in the mountains during 
search and destroy operations 
25 miles northwest of Phu Bai. 

To solve the problem, a radio 
relay station was put atop the 
tallest hill in the area. 

The station has 12 radio cir­
cuits. Each is capable of receiv­
ing and relaying radio waves 
automatically. 
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at a time," between readying 
the jets for their next mission. 

The effort paid off. 
Throughout the period of the 

battle for Hill 861 and the twin 
peaks of 881, aviation and artil­
lery units were credited with 
75% of the enemy confirmed 
killed from April 24 to May 5. 

In all Marine jets from the 1st 
Marine Aircraft Wing SQuadrons 
flew more than 790 sorties and 
expended more than 1,150 tons 
of ordnance in the 12 days. 

"Nobody working with the 
LSU, counts the hours or even 
the days," said SSgt. Louis Her­
nandez of Bronx, N.Y. "We keep 
the gear moving as long as our 
guys on the hills need the stuer. 
If we can't get it done in 24 
hours. we'll do it in 25." 

TERRACED TERRAIN-Leathernecks of the Fifth Ma­
rine Regiment, 1st Marine Division move down terraced 
rice paddies on Operation Union. The operation, a multi-

Heavy Passenger Traffic 
Combat-equipped Marines wait for a helicopter lift into 
Operation Shawnee, a Marine Corps action in the hills west 
of the city of Hue. (Photo by: 2ndLt. Bob Carpenter) 

Barking Dog Puts 
Bite on Viet Cong 

By: Sgt. W. L. Chrlstolferson 
DA NANG - A barking dog 

was given credit for assisting 
Marines in the discovery of a 
huge cache of Viet Ca.ng sup­
plies, including some 8,000 uni­
forms May 5. 

A squad-size patrol from "D" 
Co., 1st Bn., Fifth Marine Regi­
ment, stumbled onto the cache 
after the dog attracted their 
attention, according to Cpt. W. 
C. Adams (Junction City, Kan.), 
patrol leader. 

Hidden in a hut and nearby 
cave, in addition to the uni­
forms, were 33 five-gallon cans 
filled with medical supplies. 

The medical supplies included 
plasma, three complete surgical 
~f'ts. p<'nicillin and liquid "ita-

.'@ ,;,.*\:$i;~ 

mins, indicating the Viet Cong 
may be operating a hospital 
nearby. 

o the l' items captured in­
cluded: 200 flashlights. two 
flame throwers, 60 pair of shoes, 
66 dishpans, 90 bundles of water· 
proof material, and a number 
of rolls of cloth. 

In addition, smaller quantities 
of such items as packs, knives, 
can die S, canteens, shotgun 
shells, and lanterns were un­
covered. 

Some 200 maps and two com­
munist flags were conCiscated. 

Searching caves in Hiep Due 
,valley, 40 miles south (}f Da 
Nang. "D" Co. also captured 17 
confirmed Viet Cong during the 
day. 

battalion search and destroy mission, began April 21 near 
Hiep Due, 40 miles south of Da Nang. 

(Photo by: LCpl. W. A. Porter) 



CONG CORNERED - A Viet Cong is flushed from a 
hedgerow by a Leatherneck of "E" Co., 2nd Bn., First 
Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division. 

(Photo by: LCpl. M. J. Smedley) 

Marine at Chu Lai 
Has Unusual Hobby 

CHU LAI-Of all the hobbies 
Marines in the Chu Lai area 
pursue on their off duty hours, 
the carving of tiki gods must be 
one of the most unusual. 

PCe. Robert G. Carson, of the 
Marine Air Base Squadron-12 
guard section, is the handy man 
with cabinet maker's tools. 

He began carving tikis one 
summer while working at a 
lake resort in the Berkeley 
Hills. At first he carved small 
heads for the younger children 
to wear. 

As he improved he began 
making tikis. Presently the Long 
Beach, Calif. resident can carve 
one as small as a few inches 
or as large as 15 feet. 

Any type of wood can be used, 
but sofl Palm is preferred. The 
wood should, when pOSSible, be 
free of faults and knots. Until 
two years ago Carson carved 
only from finished hard wood he 
bought at a lumber yard. 

While working as a hair 
drcsser in Riverside, Calif., he 
met a man who carved tikis Cor 
business establishments. This 
man taught Carson the technique 
of carving Palm. 

Palm is preferred because, 
besides being easier to carve, it 
pre sen t s a better looking 
finished product, with its softer 
lines and angles. 

Since his Dec. 9 arrival in 
Vietnam, the 20-year-old Marine 
had completed a five-ft. tiki and 
several of two-ft. height. 

Using scrap wood, it takes 

Caught With 
Pants Down 

DA NANG-A combat patrol 
of "B" Co., 1st Bn., Fifth Ma· 
rine Regiment foiled a would­
be ql1ick-change artist May 3. 

While searching a hut approx­
imately 40 miles south of Da 
Nang, the 1st Division patrol 
discovered a Viet Cong hiding 
in the hut's attic. 

The Marines surprised the 
guerrilla by capturing him with 
his pants down. 

He was caught changing from 
a green uniform into peasant 
attire. 

him from two to five days to 
carve one, depending on its size. 

He pencils in the figure's 
outline on the wood before 
roughing it out with a mallet 
and chisel. A pen knife is used 
to finish hard wood, while a 
draw knife is used on Palm. 
Sandpaper is not used as it will 
spoil the des ire d rustic 
appearance, the final touch is 
supplied either by burning or 
staining the wood. 

Since the wood is not top 
Quality, he is giving the small 
tikis to his friends and plans to 
donate the five·ft. carving to 
the Chu Lai branch 01 the USO. 

Lightning Bolt 
Strikes Seven 

DONG HA-Call it electrify· 
ing, shocking, or even stunning 
-but for seven Camp Carroll 
Marines, their experience with 
a bolt of lightning soured them 
on any type of "discharge of at­
mospheric electricity." 

The seven-six K Co., Ninth 
Regiment, Mar i n e s and one 
scout sniper from the Third 
Regiment-were eating C-rations 
under a huge engineer erane 
while an afternoon rain-squall 
passed. 

Suddenly. recalled LCpl. Karl 
N. Niski 01 Miami. Fla., they 
found themselves on the ground. 
Most were dazed and tem­
porarily paralyzed by the power­
ful electric shock and couldn't 
speak for several minutes. 

"I looked around and every­
one was rolling around on the 
ground, trying to speak and get 
up," said Niski. "Before long 
there was a crowd of guys around 
us, helping us get up." 

The dazed men were taken by 
helicopter to D Medical Co. dis­
pensary here where they were 
treated for shock and minot' 
burns. 

Navy doctors said they would 
all be able to return to duty in 
a day 01' so, but that the seven 
had narrowly escaped death 
from the powerful bolt of lightn· 
ing. 

Former Viet Cong Guerrilla 
Wins Respect of Marines 

By: Sgt. I. R. Taylor 
CHU LAI-A "Chieu Hoi" rallier working with Vietnamese interpreters and the 

intelligence section of the 3rd Bn., Fifth Marines, 1st Marine Division, has proven the 
value of the program while winning the respect and praise of the Marines of the bat­
talion. 

The 17-year-old rallier, Nguyen Thu, has named several Viet Cong guerrillas dur­
ing Operation Union, his li~st operation while work!ng with the all~es. 

Union is currently bemg conducted by the Flfth Manne Regiment northwest of 
Tam Ky and covel's the arca 
wht.'re Thu once lived and op­
erated as a Viet Cong guerrilla. 

Thu was taken captive by the 
VC when he was 14. 

Hc was tired of running and 
hiding from American artillery, 
planes and helicopters, and was 
homesick. He missed his family 
and could not visit them for feal' 
of being captured by the Am('ri­
cans or Vietnamese Army. 

The VC leaders told him il he 
was captured or turned himself 
in, the Vietnamese government 
would interrogate him and later 
kill him. Thu said. 

But, Thu turned himself in at 
the Tien Phuoc Special Forces 
Camp northwest of Tam Ky, in 
March. He brought with him a 
Thompson sub-machine gun, 
magazines and ammunition. 

"Thu has been working Vf~rv 
hard out here on the operation 
and he's doing an outstanding 
job." said lstLl. Steven E. Lind­
bloom (Davenport, Iowa). 

"He's been particular-ly valu­
able to us because this is the 
area he stayed in as Viet Cong," 
Lindbloom said. 

"The Vietnamese people in all 
the small villages and hamlets 
we go through are beginning to 
realize that the VC lie and steal 
from them and they are turning 
against the Viet Congo They be­
lieve what the Americans and 
the South Vietnamese govern­
ment tell them and are con­
vinced that we will win," SSgt. 
Le Van Tan, interpreter for the 
battalion continued. 

"Without the help or support 
of the civilian population, the 
local guerrilla will not be able 
to live in the area and may be 
forced to rally government," he 
pdded. 

Infantrymen Praise 
Jet Support on 86l 

By: LCpl. Woody Price 
DA NANG - "When you're 

pinned down by heavy enemy 
fire, with wounded Marines who 
need medical help, there's noth­
ing in this world that looks as 
good as a couple of Marine j~ts 
screaming out of the sun to teal' 
up the enemy," says CpI. Arnett 
Lewis, Jr. 

The 23-year-old from Lexing­
ton, Miss., was on Hill 861 neal' 
the demilitarized zone when F-
4B Phantom jets arrived to pro-

Twins Pose Name 
Problem for Marine 
KHE SANH - Marine Cpl. 

Daniel A. Wisley (Northfield, 
Mass.) has a problem. 

When he left the states he 
asked his wife ·to name their 
expected child after him-she 
had twins. 

Wisley had just been evacu· 
ated, after being wounded in 
the savage fighting on Hill 881, 
when he found out. 

A squad leader in the Third 
Marine Regiment was waiting 
for a med evac helicopter when 
a Marine from his unit broke 
the news. 

"Your wife just gave bi'rth 
to twins and she is doing fine," 
the Marine said. 

"How about that," said Wis­
ley. "I'm a daddy. I have been 
expecting news like this but .. 
two boys ... twins!" 

vide close ail' support fol' the 
besieged Marines. 

"We were sent up the hill to 
rei n f a I' c e a unit that had 
suffered casualties and were 
pinned down by enemy fire," 
said Lewis, a fire team leader 
with the 3rd Bn., Ninth Marine 
Regiment. 

"We got part of the wounded 
out during the night, but when 
daylight came we still had a 
long way to go and the enemy 
was making it hot for us. We 
had wounded Marines who real­
ly needed help. but we couldn't 
get down the hill. 

"Then we heard a helluva 
roar and looked up to see jets 
swooping down toward the hill­
top," said Lewis. "Once they 
started on that hill they didn't 
stop until it was just a mass of 
rubble. 

"We got out okay, and for 
nearly two days Marine jets just 
kept coming in to pound that 
hill. When they were finished 
it looked entirely different than 
when we first went up. 

"When we went back up the 
hill, the top was practically 
bare and the enemy was gone. 
I guess we owe our lives to 
those jets," Lewis said. 

"Since I've been in Vietnam 
I've heard a lot of guys say 
the same thing," said Lewis. 
"When you're pinned down those 
jets are a beautiful Sight, and 
when you're wounded a helicop­
ter looks like an angel." 

STOOP TO CONQUER - A Vietnamese child holds a mirror for a Marine, enjoying a 
rare morning shave in the field during Operation Union, May 2. The operation, a multi­
battalion search and destroy mission througk the Hiep Due valley, 40 miles south of Da 
Nang, has already accounted for 220 Viet Cong and 101 North Vietnamese soldiers killed 
since it began, Apr. 21. 
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AWARDS-lstLt. Marshall M. Calef II (left) and LCpl. Theodore P. Linski receive 
Navy Commendation Medals from LtCol. Earl W. Traut, commandmg officer of Marine 
Medium Helicopter Squadron-361 during ceremonies at Marine Aircraft Group-16. The 
two Leathernechs were commended for their roles in saving the lives of six wounded men 
during a single night's duty as medevac crewmen from HMM-361. 

(Photo by: 2ndLt. Bob Carpenter) 

Decorations and Awards 
DA NANG-Marine Capt. Jesse J. Richardson, 28, of Livermore, Calif., a UH1E 

pilot with Marine Observation Squadron 2, received a .gold star in lieu .of a second 
Distinguished Flying Cross for his actions in recovermg a downed helIcopter crew 
Jan. 1 while serving with Marine Medium Helicop~er Sq~adron 363. . 

An Army helicopter, acting as escort for a MarIne helIcopter resupplymg the Re­
public of Vietnam Red Hat Airborne Brigade near Tuy Hoa, was shot down and sur-
rounded by a large force of V:..l:.:· e~t_C..:.o..:.n:..:g,::, ___ :--_.,-__ :--:--.,--:---:-:;-:;:;--;;;-;:;-:-:;-

Richardson, leading a two air· 1St b the actl'on by Mal·Gen. H. NI'ck-
d h ..\, heroic actions ast ep em el'. 

craft flight, arrive at t e sl.:ene Mugler sprung a one man erson Jr,. commanding general, 
of the crash andd sbaw tha,t thde ambush against 10 Viet Cong 1st Marine Division. 
downed crew ha cen pmne headed for wounded Leather. An automatic rifleman, Cotto 
down by automatic weapons fire. necks lying in the open. was engaged in a search and 

While the second hela fired on clear operation near Da Nang. 
the Viet Cong located on a near- As the VC approached the A force of 20 Viet Cong was 
by hill, Richardson'S gunners Marines, he stepped out and sighted trying to cross the Ai 
f· d ho t'l posl'tl'ons closer fired at point·blank range, kill· Ire on SIC " Nghia river. 
to the Army crew. ing all the enemy. The Leathernecks engaged 

He hovered his UH34 inches The medal was presented by them in an hour-long firefight 
above a rice paddy between the MajGen. H. Nickerson Jr., com- before the VC broke contact 
A · d th VC t pl'O manding general, 1st Marine mel'leans an eo- and ran. 
vide protection for the survivors. Division. During the following search, 

The downed crew made their BRONZE STAR two guerrillas come out of hid. 
way to his he lie 0 pte l' and DA NANG-Combined enemy ing places and attempted to 
climbed aboard. As he lifted out rifle and automatic small arms hurl grenades at the headquar-
of the zone he saw that his fire and falling mortars did not tel's section. 
crew chief was still on the stop Navy Hospital Corpsman Cotto rushed forward and 
ground. 31'd Class RobeTt N. Lathrop, killed the Viet Congo 

His citation lauds Richardson 21 (Whittier, Calif.) from rush· DFC 
for his "complete disregard for ing to the aid of four wounded CHU LAI-The Distinguished 
personal safety as he returned Marines laying exposed to ene· Flying Cross was presented 
to the zone for the second time. my fire. Major Henry L. Searle, 32, of 

"He positioned his aircraft be- For his actions and devotion Yakima, Wash., an A4-E Sky-
tween the crew chid and the in· to duty, Lathrop was presented hawk pilot with Marine Attack 
tense automatic weapons fire. the Bronze Star Medal by Maj- Squadron 211, April 24 at Marine 
Water spouts were shooting up Gen. H. Nickerson Jr., com- Aircraft Group 12 headquarters. 
around the aircraft from the VC manding general, 1st Marine Searle was decorated for air 
fire as he waited for the crew Division. action against Viet Cong on Dec. 
chief to get aboard," the cit.ation As "C" Co., 1st Bn., First 6, 1966. He led a two plane flight 
reads. Marine Regiment left the heli- of Sky hawks to destl'OY enemy 

Weaving and turning to avoid copters on a raid on a Viet Cong positions that were prevcnting 
enemy fire, the Marim' pilot lift- stronghold south of Da Nang, the rescue of a downed Marine 
cd his chopper from the zone. concentrated fire came from helicopter crew, 10 miles south 
The aircraft had not been hit the enemy position, wounding of Da Nang. 
during either trip into the "hot many Marines. The Viet Cong had the heJicop-
zone." Rushing: between the Viet tel' crew pinned down from dif-

The citation also commended Cong and the return fire of the ferent positions with automatic 
Richardson for his "heroic ef· Marines, "Doc" Lathrop. ai- weapons fire. 
forts and extraordinary aCl'onau· I' e a d y wounded himself by "It was getting dark and the 
tical skill, which undoubtedly grenade fragments, administer- cloud ceiling was too low for 
saved the lives of the downed ed to the wounded Marines that type of mission," recalls 
Army crew and his own crew while the fighting raged around Searle. "We made our runs aI-
chief." him. most flat with the ground. Also 

Richardson was awarded his In disregard fot' his own because of poor visibility, we 
first DFC in November 1966, wound and safety, Lathrop re- couldn't get long enough runs, 
when he flew into a zone re· fused treatment and evacuation which s lowed us over the 
ceiving enemy mortal' and au· until the more seriously wound· target." 
tomatic weapons fire, to evac· cd could be taken care of. The VC returned fire at the 
uate a wounded Republic of Ko· 8RONZE STAR Skyhawks. It was on the foul·th 
rea Marine. DA NANG-By killing two run that they succeeded in put· 

SILVER STAR Viet Cong guerrillas attempting ting a round in the intake of 
DA NANG-LanceCpl. Charles to throw grenades, a Marine in- Searle's plane. 

P. Mugler, 20, (Richmond, Va.), sured the safe passage of a After being hit, he directed his 
a machine gunner with "C" Co., platoon headquarters section of wingman to continue the attack 
lst Bn., Twenty-Sixth Marine "C" Co., 1st Bn., Twenty-Sixth and flew clear of the area to 
Regiment, was prescnted the Marine Regiment. check the extent of damage. AI· 
Silver Star Medal May 2 for LanceCpl. Thomas Cotto, 20 though his aircraft was dam-

(Chicago) was prcsented the aged, he returned to continue 
Bmnze Star Medal May 2, for the attack. 6 SEA TIGER 

Comba't Photographer 
Gets Chance to Fight 

By: SSgt. G. F _ Selby 
DA NANG-The job of a Marine Corps combat 

photographer is to shoot pictures of Marines in combat. 
LCpl. Michael J. Smedley, of Bloomington, III., 1st 

Marine Division photographer, had cause to do other 
"shooting" last month. 

Units of the 1st and 2nd Bns., First Marine Regi­
ment, were pursuing a group of Viet Cong believed to be 
remnants of an enemy force that 
had engaged two companies of 
the First Marine Regiment two 
days earlier. 

As the Marines opened fire 
on Viet Cong running across the 
front. a heavy fil'cfight broke 
out on the Leathernecks' left 
flank. 

To get his photos. Smedley 
quickly moved into the midst of 
the left flank unit, cocking his 
cameras as he ran. The shoot­
ing ceased within five minutes, 
but Smedley had his pictures. 

However, the fight with \the 
enemy was far from finished. 

As the Marines continued 
their advance, three Viet Cong 
snipers opened fire from con­
cealed positions to the front and 
lefl. 

Smedley found himself pinned 
down. With nothing but scrubby 
bushes for concealment, any 
movement by the Marines gave 
the enemy snipcl:s a target. 

"I felt kind of helpless out 
there," said Smedley, "with only 
my pistol, because the snipers 
were too far away (250-300 
yards) for it to do me any 
good. 

Trapped Marines 
Saved by SSgt. 

DA NANG-,.Exposing himself 
to intense enemy fire, a Marine 
staff sergeant rushed to the aid 
of Leathernecks trapped in a 
burning helicopter shot down 
minutes earlier by lhe Viet 
Congo 

SSgt. Del E. Pettrie (Indiana­
polis, Ind.), a platoon sergeant 
with the Seventh Marine Regi­
ment, had a unit guarding a 
landing zone for recovery of a 
reconnaissance squad. 

During the loading the VC be­
gan firing and the helo began an 
emergency lift·off, 

When the aircraft was 10 to 
15 feet up a Marine fell. Pettrie 
moved to break his fall. 

Seconds later, a rotor blade 
was shot off the helicopter, and 
it crashed and burst into flames. 

Pettrie dashed to the downed 
'copter and assisted the remain­
ing Marines in getting out. 

"I was scared at first," he 
said, "but I felt more secure 
after I got a rifle from one of 
the wounded Marines neal' me." 

The Marines were able to get 
out of the enemy's sights under 
covel' of a steady artillery bar­
rage on the suspected sniper 
positions. 

Smedley joined the Division's 
photo section April 6 and was 
on his first combat operation. 

"I thought there would bc 
morc fighting and less walking," 
explained Smedley. "but the 
Viet Cong snipers have me con­
vinced there is a war going on 
around here!" 

Corpsman Runs 
Through Fire 

Aiding Marines 
DA NANG - Running out of 

medical supplies, a Navy corps­
man serving with "M" Co., 3rd 
Bn., Seventh Marine Regiment, 
ran through intense enemy fire 
to retrieve a first aid kit from a 
fallen comrade and remained in 
the open administering aid to 
seriously wounded Marines. 

HM3 Charles F. Brown (Fair­
bury, Nebr.) was taking part in 
a sweep and destroy operation 
south of Chu Lai when Viet Cong 
guerrillas sprang an ambush. 

As the lead elements of the 
sweep moved towards a treeline, 
an estimated company of Viet 
Cong opened up from fortified 
positions. 

Brown began treating wounded 
Marines as they were carried 
to a stone house. 

Out of medical supplies, he 
moved into the battle zone to 
retrieve the other first aid kit. 
Remaining in the open, Brown 
treated the more seriously 
wounded Leathernecks before 
returning to aid ones that had 
been brought to the house, 

Brown made five trips across 
the battlefield to aid wounded. 

J 
FLAG CAPTURED-(L to R) Sgt. Michael T. Murray 
(Portland, Ore.), GySgt. Alvin S. Merrill (East Jordon, 
Utah) and LtCol. Hillmer F. DeAtley (Wood River, Ill.), 
display a communist flag that was discovered in a Viet 
Cong cave. The flag was captured during Operation Hum­
bolt, six miles south of Da Nang by the 3rd Bn., First 
Marine Regiment. (Photo by: Sgt. S. D. Sullivan) 



Volunteers Lead Truck (ony,oys to Dong Ha 
Pass Over 
110 Miles 
Of Danger 

By GySgt. .Tlm Northrop 

PHU BAl-Marine truck driv­
ers of the 3d Division's 3d Motor 
Transport Sn., stationed here, 
face possible death so that need­
ed supplies may be trucked to 
fighting Marines south of the 
demilitarized zone, 

The mission, on which only 
volunteer Marines arc accepted, 
is that of driving the mine truck 
at the head of armed truck con­
voys hauling supplies from the 
huge Marine supply depot at Da 
Nang to Dong Ha, south of the 
DMZ. 

To meet the problem of mines 
placed by the Viet Cong over 
the 110 miles of Highway 1, the 
longest convoy route in Vid­
nam, the solution is a simple 
one - sandbag the floorboards: 
fenders and the rear bed of a 
2¥,z-ton truck and start driving 
to clear the way for the rest of 
the convoy. 

The lead drivel' is trained to 
detect sus pic i 0 u s looking 
mounds of dirt on the potmarked 
blacktop, freshly filled chuck 
holes, wires across the road 
blocks. In addition, he is alert 
for snipers and possible ambush 
by the Viet Congo 

Viet Cong troops have passed 
out leaflets to villages and ham­
lets along Highway 1, warning 
civilians to stay off the road, 
saying they were going to mine 
the highway to destroy Ameri­
can truck convoys. 

When told of this development 
just before starting on a trip, 
PFC Robert L. Franklin, driver 
of the mine truck, stated, "This 
is a job that has to be done 
and I am ready." 

With that statement Franklin 
started his truck and launched 
a convoy of more than 80 trucks. 

Convoy commander, 1st Lt. 
William E. Thompson, checked 
his radio and gave the signal to 
start the trucks rolling. 

Following the mine truck in 
a jeep, the convoy commander 
led a U,S. Army 2\1,-ton truck 
carrying bed-mounted quad .50 
cal. machineguns, crew-served 

t 
-

by U.S. Army troops, one of 
several in the convoy. 

Scattered on trucks through­
out the convoy were Marine 
riflemen, on the alert in case 
of Viet Cong ambush, snipers or 
any other trouble enroute. 

Once on the road, the mine 
truck sets the pace for the con­
voy. 

At designated points along the 
route, radio checks were made 
with Marine headquarters, giv­
ing progress reports on the con­
voy. Overhead, Marine helicop· 
tel's and observation planes kept 
a look-out along both sides of 
the route for Viet Congo 

The light aircraft also serve 
as spotters for Marine artillery 
batteries, standing by in case of 
attack. In addition, U.S_ Navy 
ships are standing off shore, 
their guns ready, to assist the 
Marine truck unit. Huey gun­
ships buzz overhead, giving as­
surance that quick, devastating 
fire power is also available as 
the trucks enter "VC Country." 

Another village and another 

EASY DOES IT-Marine engineers probe for Viet Gong 
mines on Highway 1, the longest convoy route in Vietnam. 

check point; this time U.S. Ma­
rines are at the check point. 
The Marines are members of 
one of the combined action com­
panies, CAC, that serve with 
Popular Forces troops (PF's) 
throughout I Corps, guarding 
strategic hamlets, villages and 
points along the highway. 

Franklin has been in Vietnam 
for four months and said this 
was his first time to drive a 
mine truck on a convoy. He has 
been in motor transport since 
arriving in Vietnam and is in­
terested in his job. At home he 
worked on cars and has a 
"souped up" '50 Chevy for drag 
racing. 

The con v 0 y cautiously ap­
proached the village of Phou 
Lac, one of the danger areas. 
Just the day before, an ARVN 
truck was mined and a bridge 
was blown by the Viet Congo 
Marine engineers were there to 
repair the bridge and they lost 
a truck that hit a mine which 
wounded three Marines. 

The Viet Cong have started 
to plant plastic mines that ex­
cape detection from the hand­
carried mine detectors. Marine 
engineers made a sweep of the 
bypass around the blown bridge 
and said the way was clear. 

The trucks drove through with 
no incidents.. Franklin, com­
menting on the hazards of driv­
ing in wartime, said, "I feel 
motor transport plays a very 
important part in supplying 
troops in the 3rd Division. I 
like the job of driving and feel 
I am contributing something to 
the war effort in Vietnam." 

He expertly drove his truck 
around two mine craters in the 
road, evidence that other mines 
had been detonated within the 
last couple days either by civil­
ians or military vehicles. 

Further along Franklin shifted 
down for the long hard climb 
up through Hai Van pass. The 
road narrowed, the curves were 
sharper as the long line of 
trucks made their way up the 
3,500-foot elevation. 

Keeping in radio communica­
tion at all times, the lead truck 
made the summit and pulled 
over to stop. The ARVN inter­
preter checked with Vietnamese 
and Marine security forces to 
see if the road WC:3 clear of 
traffic coming up the other side. 
L~ds were c h e c ked, ropes 
tightened and tires checked be-

· , 

STAGING-A Marine convoy of 3rd Motor 
Transport trucks forms before departing • .on 
one of the longest convoy runs in South Viet­
nam. U.S. Army quad .50 machineguns are 
included in the protective force that accom­
panies the trucks. 

(Photo by: GySgt. Jim Northrop) 

SANDBAGGER-Marine Pfc Robert L. Franklin, (Wood­
bury, N.J.), stacks sandbags on the lead truck before 
starting on a Marine convoy. Franklin is a volunteer mine 
truck driver with Marine 3rd Motor Transport Bn. The 
mine truck is sandbagged heavily to ward off injuries in 
the event a mine is detonated on the convoy route. 

(Photo by: GySgt. Jim Northrop) 

fore the downward leg of the 
journey. 

One-way traffic now, descend· 
ing the high mountain. The 
South China Sea comes in sight. 
Drivers were busy now, shifting 
down and braking their trucks 
going down the steep mountain 
1J"0ad until at last the flatlands 
are in sight. 

A representative of the supply 
depot met the lead truck to 
guide the convoy into the huge 
depot. 

At Da Nang the trucks are 
unloaded, serviced and checked 
prior to being loa d e d with 
critically needed supplies. More 
trucks are added until the con­
voy totals more than 100 for the 
return trip to Dong Ha. 

The drivers grab a hot meal 
and a few hours sleep and are 
ready for an early morning start 
on their "Beans, Bullets and 
Bandages" run. 
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Bombing and Strafing 

Attack Pilots Blast Enemy 
CHU LAI-"We commenced at the north end of main street and went right 

down the middle of town delivering our wares every 50 meters," said the veteran 1st 
Marine Aircraft Wing jet attack pilot after retul'Uing from a bombing and strafing mis­
,ion near Phu Bai. 

The "wares" Maj. Fred P. Anthony, of Newport News, Va., mentioned were 250 
lb. bombs and 20mm cannon ammunition that he and his wingman, I stLt. Pete Davis 
of Plymouth, Mass., fired on a fortified Viet Cong village. 

Anthony, executive officer or 
Mar inc Attack S qua d l' 0 n 
(VMAH21, and Davis sped thc 
80 miles from Chu Lai to the 
target in their A4E Sky hawk 
kts. 

An observation plane had the 
target "well marked and wast· 
cd little time telling how he 
wanted Pele and I to make our 
runs," recalled Anthony, "The 
village was long and narrow 
with a large road running down 
its center," he added. 

"It was a perfect setup as it 
allowed us to zero right in on 
the road as we made our runs. 
I went in for two bombing runs, 
dropping four bombs each run, 
then followed with two strafing 
runs. Pete followed with the 
same pattern," Anthony said. 

The mission was over in 20 
minutes. 

According to the spotter, the 
Marine Aircraft Group 12 pilots 
had killed two VC, destroyed 
seven structures, damaged an­
other, and wrecked 50 meters 
of trench line. 

Anthony has flown more than 
70 combat missions since com­
ing to Vietnam in February. 

Davis has 100 combat mis­
sions with VMA-121. 

TWO PAIRS 
DA NANG-Two pairs of F-llE 

Crusaders from Mar i neAll­
Weather Fighter Squadron-235, 
returning from separate mis­
sions. have dealt consecutive 
blows to a Viet Cong force south 
of Da Nang. 

The first flight led by Major 
Danald E. Dilley of New Or­
leans, La., was returning to Da 
Nang after escorting helicop­
ters, when they were contacted 
by an airborne Army tactical 
air controller. He requested an 
air strike in support of a Ma­
rine ground unit pinned down 
by enemy fire. 

Dilley and his wingman, Capt. 
John C. Shaw or Idleyld Park, 
Ore., answered the call although 
they were low on fuel. As soon 
as they were on station the spot­
ter rocket detonated, a group of 
35·40 Viet Cong attempted to es· 
cape. 

The jets made three firing 
runs each over the communist 
positions, d I' 0 P pin g 250-lb. 
bombs and firing rockets. 

Marine ground forces moving 
into the area after the strike 
credited the Crusaders with 19 
enemy killed. 

Less than an hour later, rem­
nants of the enemy force were 
trapped in a nearby cluster of 
trees and structures by the 
ground troops. 

Maj. Robert Plant of San 
Diego. Calif., and 1stLt. George 
D. Cummings of Los Altos, 
CaIiL, also returning from a 
helo escort mission were asked 
to assist. 

They made seven runs each, 
hitting the enemy with bombs, 
rockets and cannon fire. The 
score for the mission was 10 
structures destroyed and six 
enemy confirmed killed. 

10 MINUTES 
DA NANG - It took less than 

10 minutes for two 1st Marine 
Aircraft Wing Crusader jets to 
turn a Viet Cong ammunition 
cache into a smoking cavern. 

ited with setting off nine sec­
ondary explosions while attack­
ing an enemy tunnd complex 
15 miles south of Chu Lai. 

The two l'~RE Crusaders were 
directed by an airborne tactical 
air controller flying an OIC ob­
servation plane, 

"The caves were plainly visi­
ble where thc watcr had undt!l'­
cut a rivt!1' bank. We came in 
first with bombs and followed 
with rockets and cannon fire," 
Brigham said. "We got second­
ary explosions from each kind 
of ordnance we used," he add­
ed. 

Brigham estimates he and his 
wingman spent seven to nine 
minutes over the target. 

SEVEN KILLS 
DA NANG - Two F-8E Crus­

ader jets of Marine All-Weather 
Fighter Squadron·235 killed sev· 
en enemy troops west of Phu 
BaL ' 

Maj, Colin J. Ruthven of Van­
couver, British Columbia, Cana­
da, and IstLt. James L. Lucas 
of Camas, Wash. had been on 
an emergency helicopter escort 
mission and were enroute back 
to Da Nang. They were diverted 
north where a Marine ground 
unit was engaged with a large 
Viet Cong force, 

An Army tactical air control­
ler (airborne) pointed out ene­
my positions to the Marine 
pilots. The VC were entrenched 
around a group of structures 
partially concealed in a tree line 
at the base of a mountain range, 
18 miles west of Phu BaL 

Alter the Army pilot marked 
the target with spotter rockets, 
the Crusaders made strafing 
runs with their 20 millimeter 
cannon and followed up with 
volleys of 2.75 inch rockets, 
They made four firing passes 
each, expending a total of 76 
rockets and 800 rounds of can­
non fire. 

In addition to the seven con­
firmed enemy dead, the control­
ler credited the Marine jets with 
two structures destroyed and a 
large secondary fire. 

ALERT PILOT 
CHU LAI - An alert pil<>t 

from Marine Attack Squadron-
121 cut short a Viet Cong artil­
lery attack on Dong Ha April 27. 

Capt. G e 0 I' g e Romano of 
Lakeworth, Fla., was flying his 
A·4E Skyhawk on a night bomb­
ing mission when he spotted 
muzzle flashes north of Dong 
Ha. 

"The muzzle flashes were in 
groups of foul', coming from the 
same area." he said. 

Radioing Dong Ha, he asked 
if they had any artillery opcrat­
ing in the area. The reply was 
"no. " 

"Dong Ha had just answered, 
when I saw the impacts below 
me, starting the attack," said 
Romano, 

Armed with six 500-1b. bombs 
and 20mm cannon, he started 
his run. 

"As I rolled-in for a second 
run, I could see the VC were 
really pouring it on Dong Ha," 
Romano said, 

On the next run there was no 
answering fire. 

TWO PLANE RUN 
CHU LAI - Leatherneck jet 

pilots of Marine Fighter Attack 
Squadron·323 killed 20 Viet Cong 
during an ail' strikc 20 miles 
northwcst of Phu Bai. 

Scheduled for another mis­
sion, the two-plane flight was 
diverted by an Air Force air­
borne controller who had spot­
tcd Viet Cong movement in a 
tree line along a river. 

Piloting the F·4B Phantom 
jets from Marine A i I' C I' aft 
Group-13 were Capts. G. 
Thomas Schmidt of Annandale, 
Va., and Bill Leigh of Houston, 
Tex. Theil' radar intercept offi­
cers were Capts. James Hare 
of Yonkers, N.Y., and Don Rey­
TlOids of Laurel Bay, S.C. 

"When we arrived on the 
scene, we couldn't spot any VC 
movement, but the controller di­
rected us through the strike," 
said Schmidt. 

The controller hIarked the 
target with white smoke and the 
Phantoms, car l' yin g 500-lb. 
bombs, made their runs. A body 
count later credited the flight 
with 20 enemy killed. 

PHANTOM STRIKES 
CHU LAI - An F4B Phant(}m 

jet pilot killed 35 Viet Cong duro 
ing an air strike 10 miles south 
of Chu Lai. 

2ndL!. Joe Conlon or Little 
Falls, N.J. and Radar Intercept 
Omcer, Capt. Hank Hudson of 
New York City, from Marine 
Fighter A t t a c k Squadron·323, 
made the kill. 

The Viet Cong had gathered a 
large force near a market place 
on the north side of the Quang 
Ngai R i vel'. Air Force jets 
caused them to flee across the 
river by sampan to a tree line 
and trench paralleling the river, 

"We were taking fire and the 
situation was tense," s tat e s 
Hudson. "The controller made 
it easy. He got us right on tar­
get the first time. We rolled in 
from 8,000 feet and leveled at 
about 3,000. We were carrying 
250 pound bombs and let 'em all 
fall at once into the tree line." 

There was a wall or black 
smoke. "Beautiful shot!" ra­
dioed the controller, who con­
firmed the VC killed. 

MUSIC FOR DREAMING - Hospital Corpsman 
First Class H. L. House (Compton, Calif.) catches a few 
winks during a two-day county fair conducted by the 1st 
Marine Division, near Da Nang. A portable radio serves as 
both an eyeshade and soothing lullaby source. 

(Photo by: Sgt. G. D. Sullivan) 

New Post Exchange 
For Third Division 

By: Sgt. Vince Hagel 
PHU BAI - MajGen. Bruno 

A. Hochmuth, commanding gen­
eral, 3rd Marine Division, 
opened a new Division Exchange 
at ribbon cutting ceremonies 
here recently. 

The Phu Bai exchange 
increased its sales from $30,000 
monthly, a year ago, to $60,000 
in November of last year. That 
month, the exchange moved to 
a new Butler building, and 
m 0 nth I y sales immediately 
j u m p e d to $80,000, and by 
January, $240,000. 

The need for a new exchange 
was obvious and construction on 
two new buildings began in 
March. 

In addition to ordering and 
stocking for the new PX, twice 
the size of its predecessor, 
IstLt, R.T. Warren (Laguna 
Hills, Cal.) recognized the need 
for more Vietnamese employees, 
Division Civil Affairs and the 

Industrial Relations office ar­
ranged for the hiring of more 
civilians, Now Lt. Warren em­
ploys 18 Vietnamese. . 

SSg!. L. Campbell (Oceanside, 
Cal.)manages retail sales in the 
new PX. He must insure that 
everything from cigarettes to 
diamonds is properly looked 
aftel', Cam p bel I expects 
exchange sales to jump to half 
a million dollars a month in a 
very short time. 

Sgt. Richard Jackson (Fred­
onia, N.Y.) acts as courier for 
the e x e han g e. He travels 
between Dong Ha. Phu Bai and 
Da Nang, carrying money orders 
for the 3rd Division exchange 
system. He receives orders for 
PX's at Khe Sanh, Camp Car­
roll, the field PX at Ko Bi Tan 
Tanh and the PX truck that 
drives to Marine field units. 

All things considered, the 3rd 
Division exchange system is a 
big business. 

====-=---:-

Capts. Donald A. Brigham of 
Bakersfield, CaliL, and Harold 
J. Hellbach of New Orleans, 
La" and Marine All-Weather 
Fighter Squadron 232 were cred-
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"It was so easy because the 
VC gun positions were all in 
line. Once I got a good sighting 
on the muzzle flashes, I couldn't 
miss," he added. 

The VC began firing at the 
plane with machineguns. He 
rolled into a strafing dive and 
covered the area with 20mm 
fire. 

AIR SUPPORT-An A-4E Skyhawk attack jet drops its ordnance on a North Viet­
r;amese Army po~ition r;ear Khe Sanh. First Marine Aircraft Wing fighter and attach 
Jets and supportmg artillery accounted for 75 per cent of the nearly 600 confirmed 
enemy kills during recent action of Hills 861, and 881 North and South. 

(Photo by: Sgt. Rich Groscost) 



BLACK MARKET PATROL-Working closely with Marine patrolmen, an Army of 
the Republic of Vietnam police (Quang Canh) verifies the identification of a Viet­
namese Army soldier found in the Black Market area of Va Nang. Watching the pro­
cedures is Pfc. Scott Wheeler of Pasadena, Calif., (left) and Cpl. R. A. Regna of New 
Castle, Pa. A command hideout for Viet Cong, the Black Market area is patrolled ex­
tensively by the Armed Forces Police. 

Sea Tiger Spotlight On 

Armed Forces Policemen 
By: Sgt. D. L. Cellers 

DA NANG-Take a set of highly starched utilities, a shiny white helmet and 
glowing brass, add spit shined boots, a holster, and a night stick and you come 
up with a Marine Military Policeman in Vietnam. 

The majority of the Va Nang Armed Forces Police (AFP) personnel are Ma­
rines from "C" Co., 1st MP Bn., under the administrative cognizance of the Force 
Logistic Command. The Marines, aided by U.S. Army and Air Force servicemen 
working closely with the Canh Sat and Quang Canh, (QC), Vietnamese police make 
up the Armed ..... orces Police in ' 
Da Nang. Traffic control and accident security, an 0 r g ani z at ion 

Patrolling in eight hour shifts, investigation is the p rim a r y charged with the responsibility 
each section is inspected before mission of the trarnc section of security on MACV billets and 
departing on road patrols en- who, in an average month, in· military compounds in Da Nang, 
compassing the Da Nang tacti. vestigate some 60 accidents. Quang Ngai, Tam Ky, Hoi An, 

Major Leagues 
"'ATIONAL LEAGUE 

Cincinnati 
P!IIsburgh 
St. LouIs 
x-Chicago 
Allonto 
SOn Francisco 
Philadelphia 
)I·Los Angeles 
New York 
Houston 

W L Pet. GB 
21 10 .677 
16 9 .640 2 
15 11 .577 3lh 
14 11 .560 4 
14 14 .500 5112 
14 14 .500 5112 
13 14 .481 6 
10 1S .400 8 
10 16 ,385 81h 
8 21 .276 12 

x-Includes 1st game of doubleheader. 

Saturday Night 
New York at St. Louis (rain). 

Cincinnati 2-1 
Los Angeles 2 
Son Francisco 
Pittsburgh 5 
New York 3 

• 
Sunday 

Phlladelphlol-O 
Chicago 1 (10 Inn.) 

11-4 Houston 6-3 
Atlanta 2 

Sf. Louis 1 

• 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 

WLPct.GB 
Chicago 
Detroil 
Kansas City 
Boslon 
New York 
Cleveland 
Washington 
Collfornia 
Minnesota 
Baltimore 

18 7 .no 
17 9 .654 l1f2 
13 14 .481 6 
13 14 ,481 6 
12 13 .480 6 
12 13 .480 6 
12 15 .444 7 
13 17 ,433 71f2 
11 15 ,423 7V2 
11 15 .423 7V2 

Saturday Night 
Baltimore 5 New York 3 

Chicago 4-3 
Boston 8-13 
Kansa5 City 4 
Cleveland 2 
New York 6 

Sunday 
California 2-1 

Detroit 5-9 
Minnesota 2 

WaShington 1 
Baltimore S 

The Leaders 
(Through Saturday's Gomes) 

Bose on 60 ot bots. 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 

Player Club GAB R H Pd. 
Cepedo StL 21 80 16 30 .375 
Alley Pgh 24 91 8 33 .363 
Clemente Pgh 22 91 19 32 .352 
Brock StL 25 116 16 .40 .345 
F.Alou AU 27 112 19 38 .339 
Haller SF 2S 71 8 24 .338 
Wills Pgh 20 87 13 29 .333 
T.OOvls NY 23 85 13 28 .329 
Lefebvre LA 25 98 11 32 .327 
M.Alou Pgh 21 84 17 27 .321 

HOME RUNS 
Torre. Atlanta. 8; Aaron, Atlanta, 7; 
D.Johnson, Cincinnati. 7; Brock. St.Louis, 
6; Perez, Cincinnati,S; Bonks, Chicago. 
5; Cepeda. St.Louis,S: McCovey, 
Son FranCisCO. 5. 

RUNS BATTED IN 
Aoron, Atlanta, 22; Brock, St.Louis, 21; 
D.Johnson. Clncinnotl, 20; Torre, Atlanta, 
20; Cepeda. St. Louis, 19. 

PITCHING 
4 Decisions 

Veale. Pittsburgh, 5-0, 1.000; Queen. 
Cincinnati. 4·1, .800; Seaver, New York. 
3-1, .750; PIzarro, Pittsburgh. 3-1, .750; 
Jarvis, Atlonta, 3-1, .750. 

cal area o( responsibility. Also supporting the police ef- Hue and Quang Tri. The men 
Under the operational and ad- (orts are two Republic of Ko- of both organizations work to- AMERICAN LEAGUE 

ministrative guidance o( Army rean Marine Corps military po- gether. providing support to the Player Club G A8 R H Pet. 
Major James B. Dick, Provost licemen who are billeted and commanders and troops located ~:: ~1~ ::::::::::: ~ ~ ~ ~:~ 
Marshal, the AFP' is respon- work side by side with their in the I Corps Tactical Zone. Casanova Was ....... 21 76 9 25.329 

S
ible for the Da Nang area and American counterparts. "s 0 met i m e s my J'ob is a F. Robinson Bal ...•. 2S 91 18 29 .319 Conigliaro Bsn ....... 20 80 11 2S .313 

support to all outlying U_S. mm- The military police have extra . thankless one," states Marine Versa lies Min ........ 24 99 10 30.303 
tary units in the I Corps Tacti- duties which include aiding the patrolman Cpl. R. A. Regna of Freehan Det .......... 24 73 11 22.301 

I Z New C tl P "b t 't' I Reichardt Col ........ 27 101 14 30 .297 
ca one. American Consulate in Da Nang as e, a. u I IS a - Tovar Min ".. ...... 24 101 22 30 .'J!n 

Although the organization's in support for the Custom Con- ways interesting and I really en- Freg;)sl Cal ........... 28116 13 33.284 

main mission is law enforce- trol Point to curb the influx of joy this type of work," he add- Kaline, Oetroi~O/~EBle~~r~~ Baltimore, 6; 
ment, it has assumed a number American currency in Da Nang. ed. F. Robinson. Boltlmore. 6; Freehan. Dc-
of specialized duties that in- They also render support to the N trolt. 6; Mincher. California. 5; Agee. early all of the Marine po- Chicago,S. 
elude custom control, security Merchant Mar inc s and the RUNS BATTED IN 

d N I I 
.. S· !icemen like their J'ubs - many an escorts. ava nvt'sttgatlOn el'Vlce. Freehan. Detroit. 20; F. Robinson, Balti-

Maintal'ning c los e "elation- Included in the scope of man- arc l'xhmding their tOUI'S in more. 19; KoHne. Detroit. 19; Versalles. 

PITCHING 
" Decisions 

Horlen, Chicago. 4-0, 1.000; O. Chance, 
Minnesota,S·'; .833; LoUch. Detroit. 4·1. 
.800; Rolas, California. 3-1, .750; Peters. 
Chicago, 3·1. .750; Downing, New York. 3-
1, .750; Knowles, Washington, 3·1, .750. 

Minor Leagues 
PACIFIC COAST LEAGUE 

Western Division 
W L Pet. G8 

Tacoma 16 11 .593 
Portland 13 10 .565 , 
Spokane 12 10 .545 1V2 
Seattle 12 12 .500 2112 
Howall 12 14 .462 3112 
Vancouver 10 12 .455 JIll 

Easlern Division 
W L Pet. r,8 

Oklo. CItV 15 12 .556 
Indianapolis 10 10 .500 11/2 
Phoenlk 13 14 .481 , 
Tulsa 10 12 .455 'I'> Denver • 11 .'50 'I'> So, Diego • 13 .. ,. 3'h 

• Saturday 
Portland S Spokane 3 
Phoenlk 13 Oklahoma City 3 
Seattle 2 Vancouver 1 
Hawaii 9 Tacoma 1 

Indianapolis at Tulsa (roin). 
SOn Diego 01 Denver (rain). 

• 
INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE 

W L Pd. G8 
Rochester 11 • .733 
Buffalo 10 • .714 'h 
Columbus 7 , .538 3 
Syracuse 7 , .538 3 
Toronto , , .429 "h 
Richmond , • •• 00 5 
Jacksonville , 10 .375 S'h 
Tole<lo 3 • .'50 "h 

Saturday 
Rochester 3 
Jacksonville 3 
Richmond 13 
Toledo 2 

TEXAS 

Amorillo 
EI Paso 
Arkansas 
Albuquerque 
Austin 
OOI.-Ft. Worth 

Columbus 2 
Buffolo 1 
Toronto 9 

Syrocuse 1 

LEAGUE 
W L Pet. Ga 
18 , .'" 16 10 .615 , 
12 12 .S20 '1'> 
1l 15 .... • 11 ,. .407 7'h 
8 18 .JO' 10 

Soturday 
EI Paso B 
Amarillo 2 
Arkansas 4 

EASTERN 
Eastern 

Pawtucket 
Binghamton 
Waterbury 
Pittsfield 

Abuquerque 0 
Oat.-Ft. Worlh 1 

Austin 3 (12 Inn.) 

LEAGUE 
Division 

W L Pel. G8 
11 , .647 • 7 .563 "h , , .500 "h • , .333 "h 

Western Division 

Williamsport 
Reading 
Elmira 
York 

Pittsfield 9 
Blnghampton 5 
Pawtucket 3 
Woterbury .6 

W 

" • 7 , 
Saturday 

L Pet. GB 
• .750 
7 .563 3 , ."7 '1'> 

" .'" 10 

Williamsport 4 
Elmira 1 

Reading 1 
York 0 

SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Saturday 

Evonsville 5 
Macon 1 
Montgomery 4 

Charlot1e 2 (15 Inn.' 
Knoxville 0 

Birmingham 2 

CALIFORNIA LEAGUE 
Saturday 

Fresno 8 
Lodi S 
Son Jose 2 
Santa Barbaro 
Reno 12 

Modesto 3 
Stockton 6 

Bakersfield 1 
Reno 2 

Santa Borbara 5 
night game completed Sotuf-

f h AFP
' M . Minnesota. 18; Killebrew. Minnesota. 17: 

ships with the Vietnamese mili- agement 0 t e IS anne '-ietnalll. Blcfary. Boltimore, 15. 
tary and civilian officials, the ;;;;;;;;;;;;:;;:;;;;;=====::;:====~=:=~=:::::::::;::=:::======~::::::~=====------
Marine patrolman works daily 
with the QC. learning better the 
customs of the Victnamese peo­
ple. 

Through these working rela­
tionships, the Criminal Investi· 
gation section, a joint Army­
Marine section, has uncovered 
and eliminated several black 
market cases and other illicit 
operations. 

Security and escorts of VIP's 
is handled by the Special Detail 
Section. They have escorted 
such dignitaries and personali­
ties as the Commandant of Ma­
rine Corps, Commanding Gcn­
eral MACV, Bob Hope and sev­
eral U.. S. Congressmen and 
other civilian officials. 

fAKE TEN-Weary Leathern""k. of the Fifth M.arine Regiment. 
rest on Operation Union. 

1st Marine Division read mail from home during a 
(Photo By LCpl. W. A. Porter) 
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An Hoa Industrial Complex 
Protected by Marine Units 

By: Sgt. Russell R. Hurley 
DA NANG-South Vietnam's industrial power, although small, has taken great 

strides in the last year towards building a stronger nation. 
To feed its new and old factories and power plants, fuel is needed. Fuel such as 

coal. 
The only coal mine in the Republic of South Vietnam is located 37 miles south· 

west of Da Nang in what is predominantly Viet Cong country. 
Vitalness of this natural resource is evident to the South Vietnamese and the 

VC. 
H:i protection from Communist 

terl'orism is the job of the 2nd 
Bn., Fifth Marine Regiment, 1st 
Marine Division headquartered 
at the An Roa civilian industrial 
complex, 26 miles southwest of 
Da Nang. 

A company of Marines occupy­
ing the Nong Son Outpost, over­
look the coal mine which is 
boarded on three sides by tower­

'ing jungle matted mountains. 
Day and night harassment of 

the enemy by the Marines' big 

guns atop Nang Son has kept the 
VC from making any attempt to 
disturb the mining operation. 

Husband and Wife 

Patrolling the plush green jun­
gle and rich rice paddy farm 
land surrounding the mine has 
also discouraged the enemy from 
i n tel' fer i n g as long as the 
Marines are around. 

Transportation poses the big­
gest problem for the mine which 
limits the amount of coal being 
taken from its open pits. 

Both Lieutenants 
Until recently the only means 

of transporting coal from the 
mine was by barge on the Thu 
Bon river to the An Hoa com­
plex. 

DA NANG - Marine IstLt. 
Bruce Gillaspie isn't a communi­
cations officer, but he spends 
a lot of time using the phone. 

Six switchboards, a little patio 
ence, and a little shouting can 
usually connect him with a pret­
ty Army nurse at Qui Nhon. 

Sound like a good way to 
spend an idle evening? Both the 
lieutenant and the nurse think 

T ri·Service 
Sea Rescue 
Saves Two 

DA NANG - A tri-service 
rescue at sea was successfully 
completed last month, pulling 
both a Marine pilot and his 
radar operator from the South 
China Sea. 

LtCol. G.H. Keller and Capt. 
H.L. Julian were rescued in 
separate attempts, southeast of 
Da Nang. 

The downed jet from Marine 
Aircraft Group-13, piloted by 
Keller I commanding officer of 
Marine Fighter Attack Squad­
ron-323, was flying at 24,000 ft. 
w hen mechanical difficulties 
forced the two to eject neal' the 
island of Cu Lao Cham. 

Shortly aftel', Air Force rescue 
aircraft from the Da Nang Air 
Base were I a u n c h e d. They 
located the pilot of the Marinc 
jet, and lifted Keller aboard, 
but could not locate his RIO be· 
cause of darkness. 

A search and rescue team 
from Marine Aircraft Group·16 
('ontinued the s('urch. 

At approximatel~ 9 p_m., 
Major Thomas S. Dunlap of 
Miami, Fla .. and Capt. Paul M. 
Nick of Orange, Calif.. flying 
two CH-46 Sea Knights from 
Marine Medium H c I i cop t e r 
Squadron·265 spotted a blinking 
strobe light in the sea neal' the 
island. 

"I requested assistance from 
a fiart' ship," Dunlap said. 
"After the flare ship arrived on 
station I made several attempts 
to rescue the crewman. On the 
second go around, out of no­
whcI'e there appeared a Viet­
nGlml'se swiftboat. I was waved 
off," hl' :mid, "and the swift 
boat lifted the radar operator 
out of the water." 

Nick was taken to the nearby 
island, where he was picked-up 
by a UH-34 helicopter from 
Marine Medium H eli cop t e r 
Squadron-361, and taken to the 
Naval Hospital at Da Nang. 

10 SEA TIGER 

so. 
They 3re husband and wife. 
The lieutenant, a helicopter 

pilot with Marine Medium Heli­
copter 'Squadron-361, seldom has 
the chance to visit his wire Mar­
garet, also a first lieutenant. But 
he admits he's "_ .. getting 
pretty handy with telephone con­
nections. " 

The Gillaspies both began their 
overseas tours in January and 
hope to return to the U.S. to­
gether. Margaret has more time 
in Vietnam than her husband 
who stayed on Okinawa two 
months with his squadron. 

Gillaspie has only had one 
chance to visit her at the Qui 
Nhon Army hospital. But she 
recently visited him at the 
Marble Mountain Air Facility 
near Da Nang. 

The two have a regular system 
for communicating. Most of their 
calls are placed in the early 
hours of the morning when tele­
phone traffic is lightest. 

"I go through six switchboards 
usually," says the lieutenant. 
"Some of the opel'atel's know my 
voice and it usually isn't too 
hard. " 

Married slightly less than one 
year, the Gillaspies met while he 
was undergoing flight training in 
Florida. At that time Margaret 
was a student at nursing school 
in Mobile, Ala. 

After entering the Army, Mrs. 
Gillaspie rcquested duty in Viet­
nam in hopes that they could sce 
each other from time-to-time. 

Known to be a major VC sup­
ply route the slow moving gray 
river proved to be a long pain­
staking highway. 

Early in March the 2nd Bat­
talion opened a lOY:.! mile exten­
sion to Liberty Road from An 
Hoa to the Nong Son river cross­
ing g l' eat I y increasing the 
amount of coal being shipped. 

Bridges on the road are oc­
casionally destroyed by the Viet 
Cong and Marine engineer sweep 
teams continue to find mines. 

The road opening marked the 
first time vehicles were able to 
travel it after being closed by 
the communists for two and 
one half years. 

Coal is often transported to Da 
Nang by Marine trucks upon 
their return trip after resupply­
ing the An Hoa combat base, 

Employing 1,000 workers the 
mine in actuality supports 6,000 
Vietnamese when families are 
included. 

Most of these are refugees 
who left -communist controlled 
areas during Marine operations. 

Future plans for the mine are 
limitless. The industrial complex 
alone will consume over 300,000 
tc·ns of coal a year when fully 
operational. 

Other plants and factories 
throughout South Vietnam will 
require the valuable fuel which 
in turn will provide more jobs 
for Vietnamese at the Nong Son 
coal mine. 

HAPPINESS IS-1stLt. Margaret Gillaspie, an Army 
nurse stationed at Qui N hon, sits in a Marine Medium 
Helicopter Squadron-361 helo during a visit to the Marble 
Mountain Air Facility to see her husband, Marine 1st Lt. 
Bruce Gillaspie, a pilot with the squadron. 

(Photo by: Sgt. Rich Groscost) 

1I~11~ 
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Heli-lift 

DA NANG - A ballalion of 
Marines was heli-lifted into 
combat by UH-34's of Marine 
Aircraft Group-16. 

The battalion of the Twenty­
Sixth Marine Regiment, was 
part of a larger force kicking off 
an operation about 20 miles 
south of Marble Mountain neal' 
Da Nang. 

A fleet of 24 helicopters trans­
ported the troops into three 
landing zones under protection 
of armed UH·IE Huey heli­
copters and jet attack aircraft. 

Prior to the lift, the area had 
been hit by artillery, naval gun­
fire and air strikes. 

Light sporadic contact was 
reported in one of the three land­
ing zones. Troops poured from 
helicopters unopposed in the 
other two. 

Another bat tal ion of U.S. 
Marines made an amphibious as­
sault across sandy beaches to 
the north of the helicopter land· 
ing zones, while two battalions 
of Vietnamese Army rangers 
moved east from inland positions 
to box in the area, 

The operation is aimed against 
a known Viet Cong stronghold. 

Last January, a company-size 
Marine raid near the area re­
sulted in more than 60 VC kills 
in less than six hours. 

Fuel System 
PHU BAI-The flexibility and 

strength of the Fourth Marine 
Regiment command post has 
been increased by the addition 
of a tactical air fuel dispensing 
system. 

The fuel complex has a capa­
city or 40,000 gallons of aviation 
gasoline and jet petroleum and 
allows all type of Marine heli­
copters to refuel on the spot. 

Previously, helicopters flying 
in support of ground operations 
in the Co Bi Tan Thahn area 25 
miles northwest of 'Phu Bai had 
to refuel at another aviation 
base. 

The installation, at its current 
capacity, can refuel six CH-46's 
at one time or four H34's. In an 
emergency, helicopters could be 
refueled within three minutes. 

The Marine dispensing unit 
arrived in the field and became 
operational in one day. Fuel 
used at the installation is flown 
to the site in 500 gallon con­
tainers. 

VC Ambush 
DA NANG-"K" Co 3rd Bn 

First Marine Regime~t, 1st M~: 
rine Division had just set in for 
the night when a Viet Cong anxi­
ously gave himself up "to lead 
the Marines to water" April 29. 

After already chopping through 
several hundred leech-infested 
meters on a multi-battalion 
search and destroy mission 33 
miles south of Da Nang, squad 
leader Cpt. Thompson Flute Jr., 
(Apache, Okla.) wasn't in the 
mood to take chances. 

"There was one stream rippl­
ing right near our feet, and I 
suspected an ambush," said 
Flute. 

He was right. 
The detainee was overly eau-

tious, just before they reached 
the i:Imbush, the VC jerked quick­
ly toward Flute and hit the deck. 

Flute opened fire, silenCing the 
awaiting VC, then ran back for 
reinforcements, but the detainec 
escaped. 

Returning, with a 10-man 
squad, Flute checked out the 
ambush site to find several 
seemingly deserted caves. 

Preparing the area with small 
arms, Flute threw a smoke 
grenade in one of the holes. 
Three Viet Cong charged out 
and were apprehended, one was 
the original detainee. 

Another tried to escape and 
was killed. 

A thorough search of the area 
uncovered a M-2 cO:Irbine, thirty 
30 cal. rounds, three magazines, 
three M-26 grenades, one cart­
ridge belt, a first aid pouch and 
notes, medical books, clothing 
and a cloth stretch~r. 

Ferry Service 
DA NANG-A Marine infantry­

man opened a ferry service to 
shuttle a company across a rain­
swollen river during a recent 
search and destroy operation 
near Chu Lai. 

When "D" Co., 1st Bn., Twen· 
ty-Sixth Marines encountered the 
river, LCpl. John C. Hines, (AI~ 
bany, N.Y.) volunteered to check 
the dcpth and current. 

Finding places 10 feet deep, 
Hines located a small boat and 
began the ferry service. 

Viet Cong snipers opened fire 
before the entire company could 
cross. 

Hines ignored the fire and 
completed the movement. 

Booby Trap 
DA NANG-There arc several 

suggested methods for locating 
mines-stepping on the detona­
tor is not one, 

But it worked for Cpl. Michael 
P. Rodrique, 21, (Lynn, Mass.) 
of the 1st Force Reconnaissance 
Co. 

Rodl'ique became one of thc 
few men to heal' the deadly 
click of a detonator and escape 
unhurt while on patrol April 24 
south of Da Nang. 

He felt his left foot hit some­
thing solid. 

Then he heard the click. 
Looking down, he could see 

the tell · tale three metal prongs 
of a pressure-type device. It ob­
viously was connected to a mine 
01' booby trap. 

Keeping his weight on his 
right foot, Rodriquc informed 
his patrol leader of the location 
of the mine. 

Then he jumped back. Noth­
ing happened. 

"From the looks of the de­
tonator," said SSgt. D. L. Ar­
nold, 25, (Lovilia, la.), the patrol 
leader, "it had been in place 
for some time, maybe a year. 

"It was rusty. The rust, and 
the fact that Rodrique hadn't 
fully stepped down, kept it from 
going off." 

The pat I' 0 I destroyed the 
boo by-trapped fragmentation 
grenade with explosive. 

The crater caused by that ex­
plosion revealed another mine 
underneath the first. It, too, was 
destroyed. 



New Lieutenant Plays Major 
Role in the Battle for Hill 861 

By: Sgt. Roger Ynostroza 
KHE SANH--2ndLt. James D. Carter, Jr., arrived in South Vietnam, April 21 and 

assumed duties as platoon commander with a company of the Ninth Marine Regi­
ment April 23. 

In the next four days, Lt. Carter was to play a major role in the battle for Hill 
861, fast becoming the heaviest enemy contact to date in this far northwestern corner 
of South Vietnam. 

Carter received his baptism of fire April 24, his first full day with his 57-man 
unit. 

"We were part of a two pla­
toon sweep of a North Vietnam­
ese Army (NVA) Cave complex 
about 1.500 ya r d s from Hill 
861," said the lieutenant. "En­
route there, we spotted about 
five NVA in Khakis. We opened 
firc and they ran from us, so 
we called in 81mm mortars and 
hit them with our own SOrum 
tubes. " 

"My squad leader took a firc 
team around to try to block the 
NVA escape, but he was hit with 
a white phosphorous grenade 
and killed, and the smoke cov­
ered the enemy escape," said 
Lt. Carter. "We rigged up a 
stretcher and started for Hill 
700, where our command group 
was 'located." 

Enroute, the unit was hit by 
fie r c e enemy fire and was 
pinned down. 

"My men reacted quickly -
an M-79 man killed several with 
his accurate shots, and another 
man hand-held a 60mm mortar 
tube and put rounds on the ene­
my," said Lt. Carter. 

-,An IOE·! spotter plane cil'cling 
overhead marked the enemy 
positions for fix-wing air strikes. 
High explosives battered the 
NVA positions while the Marines 
found better defensive positions. 

"They must have really been 
dug-in because the air strikes 
passed and they began firing at 
us again," said Lt. Carter. 

The platoon moved to a land­
ing zone and were able to evac­
uate (our wounded before the 
helicopters were driven 0(( by 
heavy enemy fire. The unit 
moved to a new LZ and another 
chopper evacuated more wound­
ed before it, too, was driven off. 

"We had no entrenching tools 
with u~ so we dug in as best 
we could for the night, using 
canteen cups and whatever to 
dig holes," said Lt. C a I' tel'. 
"SurpriSingly we weren't as­
saulted that night. Ail' strikes 
and artillery pounded the areas 
around us and on 861 for most 
of the night." 

Shortly after midnight, the 
platoon observed NVA mortal' 
tube and rocket flashes. Effec­
tive artillery fire was called in 
from "F" Btry.. Twelfth Ma· 
rines, based here. 

"We set out the next moming 
on NVA trails toward 861 again 
and made sound contact with 
the other company," said Lt. 
Carte(. "But when we moved 
toward their position, we re­
ceived heavy barrages of ene­
my 60mm mortar and automat­
ic weapons fire from the top of 
861. That's when I was hit by 
shrapnel in the left arm." 

He said, "Thirteen of us were 

Memorial Club 
lUarincs returning to the 

U.S. from Vietnam .. re In­
vited to make lise uf the 
raciHties of the l\larincs 
Memorial Club in San Fran­
~Is.~. 

For room rate!; and reser­
vations write to: Marines 
l\Iemorhll (.:Jub, 609 Sutter 
Street, San Francisco, CaU. 
fornia, 94102. 

separated from the rest of the fore it could take on wounded. 
unit. We tried to get four more One wounded Marine gained 
wounded out of the impact area evacuation by hanging onto a 
but we couldn't reach them. strut of the chopper as it hov­
They were later recovered safe- ered over the LZ. 
Iy by the rest of the unit. Mean- Then, NVA mortar fiLe began 
while, we finally linked up with taking the Marine LZ. The Ma-
the rest of the platoon. While rines left the LZ, crossing fields 
gunships pounded 861, we called of elephant grass which afford­
for med·evac choppers." ed little cover from enemy ma-

A CH-46 chopper came in but chinegun and -automatic weap­
was driven off by ground fire be- ons fire. 

---------------------------
Helicopter Retrieved 
In Spite of Enemy 

PHU BAI-Enemy forces who stricken bird for an external 
attempted to prevent the re- airlift out o( the zone they re­
covery of a Marine helicopter ceived sporadic sniper fire. 
downed north of Hue have a When a CH-53 Sea Stallion, the 
variety of excuses for their Marine Corps' largest helicop­
failure-all would have to in- tel', appeared on the scene to 
clude helicopters. lift the UH-34 the enemy opened 

In retrieving a UH-34, downed 
while flying medical evacuation 
missions in support of Marine 
ground for c c s, Leatherneck 
pilots flew three different types 
of 'copters to effect the re­
covery. 

Shortly after the m(:!devac air­
craft went down, a security 
force was inserted into the area 
by CIJ.46 Sea Knights. They sur· 
rounded the '34 and prevented 
the enemy from getting to it. 
The Viet Cong forces could do 
little morc than look on as an· 
other CH-46 brought in a main· 
tenance team the next day. 

As the prepared the 
«,:~>,,:m 

up with automatic weapons. 
Despite several hits, the CH-

53 successfully lifted the dam­
aged helicopter from the zone. 

A few minutes later the Ma­
rine UH·1E Huey gunships made 
their appearance firing on the 
VC positions along a river bed 
and tree line with machinegun 
fire and rockets. Four Sea 
Knights entered the area and 
safely retracted the security 
force and recovery team. 

Shortly after the friendly 
forces cleared the area Marine 
jet aircraft blasted the VC posi· 
tions with rockets and bombs. 

TEAM EFFORT--A CH-53 Sea Stallion from Marine 
Heavy Helicopter Squadron-463 prepares to lift a downed 
UH-34 from a landing zone. The lift was S!'~cessful despite 
enemy fire directed at the CH-53 and Cpl. Claude H. An­
derson, .J.9, (Atlanta, Ga.) of the recovery team, waiting to 
make the hook up. (Photo by: Sgt. Rich Groscost) 

HELPING HAND -- School supplies are presented to 
Sister Mary Perchmans by Marine SSgt. Ronald K. Ryden 
(Solon Springs, Wis.). Sister Perchmans received the sup­
plies from Ryden, to be used in the Trung Gio hamlet 
school, as part of Project Helping Hand in Solon Springs. 

'Projoct Helping Hand' 
Successfully Concluded 

By: Sgt. Roger Ynostroza 
DONG HA--"Project Helping Hand" has ended 

successfully at Trung Gio refugee hamlet 10 miles west 
of here, half a world from where the peop\e-to-peop\e 
project began two months ago at Solon Springs, Wis. 

SSgt. Roland K. Ryden started the project when 
he saw the critical need of the students for supplies in 
their schoolwork after his arrival here in January. He 
wrote letters home mentioning 
the need for supplies. 

In answer, officials launched 
Project Helping Hand at St. 
Croix District schools in Solon 
Springs. Each schoolroom was 
given the opportunity to provide 
five-pound packages of supplies 
to be sent to Ryden (or distribu­
tion. 

Supplies included: pocket pen­
cil-sharpeners, lin e d tablets, 
pens, pencils, rulers, pads of 
drawing paper, chalk, scissors, 
crayons, colored paper, magic­
erase slates and notebook paper. 

Also, donations were collected 
for postage for the packages. 

"In all, I received about 50 
packages in the mail," said 
Ryden. "Trung Gio has about 
85 families now, most of them 
came from up north by the 
demilitarized zone. There are 
about 200 school children here 
now, but we estimate 500 stu­
dents will eventually ben e fit 
from these supplies." 

Villagers came from Trung 
Lung and Gio Linh villages, thus 
the name Trung Gio. The re­
(ugee hamlet is located just out­
side Cam Lo. 

Catholic sisters operate both 
a school and a dispensary at 
the hamlet, which is made up 
of both Catholic and Buddhist 
refugees. Sister Mary Perch­
mans, a Vietnamese nun, ac­
cepted the supplies on behalf of 
her schooL 

"My son, Robert, attends sec­
ond grade in Solon Springs, so 
I have a close attachment to 
grade-schOOl students," sa i d 
Ryden. "I understand this pro­
ject is a city-wide effort, with 

everyone offering to take part 
and contribute something." 

"There are plans for Project 
Helping Hand II toward the end 
of the summer, when there will 
be more students returning to 
classes here," said Ryden. 

Citizens of Bennett, a commu­
nity near Solon Springs, are also 
contribUting to the Helping Hand 
program. 

First Division 
To Celebrate 
20th Reunion 

WASIIINGTON-The 1st Ma· 
rine Division Association will 
commemorate the 25th anniver· 
sary of the landing on Guadal­
canal during its two 20th annual 
reunions this summer, accord· 
ing to Brigadier General Charles 
L. Cogswell (Retired). Associa· 
tion President. 

The Association will hold re­
unions on both East and West 
coasts. The East coast reunion 
will be July 27-30 at the Deau· 
ville Hotel in Miami Beach. 
West coast veterans of the 1st 
Marine Division will meet July 
21-22 at the Marines' Memorial 
Club in San Francisco. 

Further information may be 
obtained by writing to: Execu­
tive Secretary, 1st Marine Divi­
sion Association, Inc., Box 84, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313. 
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lstOiv. Troops Battle 
Heat, VC in Union 

By: SSgt. Don Summerford 
DA NANG-Enemy contact continued as Marines 

entered their tenth day of fighting May 5 in Operation 
Union, northwest of Tarn Ky. 

Defying rugged terrain and 100-degree-plus tempera­
tures, major movements were made May 4 by Leatherneck 
units, attempting to trap what was reported as a large 
enemy concentration of hard-core troops. 

Heaviest fighting of the multi- -r-a-=d'-o"'i-n-e-a-r"ly-A'-u-g-u-s-t-, C'19:-S-'S- w-'-h"ic"-h 
battalion operation, headed by was also conducted by the Fifth 
the Fifth Marine Regiment, 1st Marines. 
Marine Division, is now cen- Operation Union is the initial 
tered near Hiep Due, 40 miles step in breaking the stronghold 
south of Da Nang. held by the Viet Congo 

Operation U n ion, launched Additional pressure is now be-
April 26, has accounted for 322 ing applied to enemy (orces ncar 
confirmed enemy killed in ae- Hiep Due as another Marine 
tion. Marines have detained 54 battalion entered Union May 4. 
Viet Congo Although only platoon size and 

Fifth-fivc Marines have been smaller enemy units have elect· 
killed and 244 wounded. ed to clash with the Marines, 

Union is the first major Ma· heavy casualties have been in­
rine Corps movement in the Hiep flicted by the 1st Marine Divi­
Duc valier since Operation Colo- sion Leathernecks. 

Pilot Rescued Within 
Minutes After Ejecting 

By: Sgt. Bob Pitner 
DA N ANG-A Marine pilot forced to eject from 

his burning jet southwest of Phu Bai was rescued in less 
than 45 minutes, May 4. 

Determination and Hope Win 
20-Hour Battle Against NVA 

By: SSgt. G. F. Selby 
DA NANG-HI figure it was because of our sheer determination not to die and 

the hope of getting out of there that kept us alive until the next morning," 
Hospital Corpsman Charles E. Chrism en Jr" (Brighton, Colo.) told of the 20-

hour battle between his unit of the First Marine Regiment and a North Vietnamese 
Army unit, 

Chrismen was on a supposedly routine sweep with his company 30 miles south of 
Da Nang April 21 when contact was made. 

They initially pushed the NVA -.....,------:----:---:-:-:-:-=-,--- --.--::---..,----,-­
back. While the enemy center another enemy force and could This was the first time the 
withdrew, his flanks moved not rea c h the be s i e g e d Marine unit had encountered 
forward to catch the advancing company. such a large (orce of North 
Marines in a "V" shaped trap. "Doc" Chrism en, although Vietnamese regulars, although 

"They were throwing every. aIr e a d y wounded himsclf, the company mans an outpost 
thing at us," said Cpl. Ronald continued treating the wounded not far (rom thc Ho Chi Minh 
H. Stith (Covington, Ky.). "They Marines. Trail. 
hit us with rifle, automatic "I'd crawl (rom one position "This was certainly a di£fel'enl 
weapon, morlar and rocket to another, sometimes nearly 50 enemy," said Pfc. Ronald Lundy 
fire, " he said. meters apart, to see what I (Philadelphia, Pa .) "(rom the 

The Maines were pinned down could do," said C h r ism e n. Viet Cong g u err i II a s we 
in open rice paddies (acing the "There were some Marines I normally run into. 
enemy-held tree lines. Artillery just couldn't do anything (or." "The guerrilla usually likes to 
barrages and air strikes were A wounded Marine rolled over just snipe at us or use hit and 
called for. to mu£fle his moans on a rice run tactics, but those regulars 

"The enemy was well dug-in paddy dike after the sounds didn't seem about to run from 
and had some well-prepared seemed to attract mortar fire. anybody," he said. 
holes," said LanceCpl. Craig M. The Marines tried to use the 
Harden (Las Vegas, Nev.). low dikes (or cover. The NVA 

"I saw one hole receive three began using rockets and auto­
direct hils during one of the matic weapons to literally blow 
airstrikes. As soon as the planes the dikes away. 
finished their runs they got right Unable to pull back and 
up out of it and started shooting knowing they needed to escape 
at us again," Harden said. the open paddies to avert being 

Marine reinforcements were picked orr, the Marines rallied 
£Iown in during the afternoon. and (ought their way to the 

h d b forward treeline. 
However, t ey were engage y "I was the sixth man (rom the 

H&I Fire 
Keeps VC 
On Toes 

Maj. Edward F. Townley, Jr., of Prairie Village, A "I W 
Kan .. and Marine All-Weather Fighter Squadron-232, pn rapup 
was flying an aerial reconnaissance mission when his F -BE """ 

left £lank when the assault 
began," said Harden, " but when 
we got to the treeline there was 
no one to my left. .. 

PHU BAI-"That's just H&! 
fire," is a frequent answer to 
many questions asked by new­
comers to Vietnam. 

Crusader jet was hit by enemy ground fire, (Continued From Page 1) 
His fire warning light flashed ------ transported 27,448 passengers 

on as he passed ncar the desert- Ail' Force rescue helicopter ar· and hauled 3,823 short tons of 
cd French airstrip of Tabat in rived with a special rescue hoist. cargo_ 
As Hau Valley. He saw the fire A medic descended through the Five operations - Be a con 
under his right wing and radioed jungle canopy and he and Hill, DeSoto, Chinook II, Boone 
his wingman, Capt. Richard J. Townley rode the hoist out to· and Canyon - were terminated 
Pederson, Central Valley, Calif., gether. during the month. DeSoto, con-
that he was heading to sea. "I am very grateful to every- dueled south of Chu Lai by Task 

Moments later, handling die- one (or their rescue efforts," Force X-Ray units, accounted (or 
ficulties (orced Townley to eject. Townley said. "It was a hell o( 383 enemy dead. Fourth Marine 
His parachute became entangled a lonely feeling riding down that Hegiment units killed 334 enemy 
in the 150-ft. high jungle trees parachute and knowing there soldiers near Con Thien on Bea· 
and he was forced to slide down were no friendlies around, and con Hill. 
a tree trunk the remaining 75 it was a rewarding thing to ar- Operation Prairie, south o( the 
(t. to the ground. rive back in Da Nang one hour DMZ, continued and moved from 

Unhurt, he planned to evade later," he said. phase II to IV. 
any enemy forces in the area -....:------------"-------------

~~v~~e~e~lo~~~n the steep, vine· Medal of Honor ... 
Meanwhile, Pederson had no­

tified rescue authorities and a 
triservice rescue operation was 
launched. 

Two Crusaders (rom VMF 
(AW)·232 were orbiting over­
head as (our Army helos 
skimmed above the treetops. 

Townley signaled the choppers 
with flart's and his survival ra· 
dio. They circled protectively, 
but could not ext r act the 
downed Marine pilot because of 
the thick jungle growth. 

Approximately 40 min. after 
Townley was on the ground, an 

I 

(Continued From Page 1) 
credit upon the Marine Corps 
and the Armed Forces o( the 
United States." 

Sergeant Connor was born 
September 4, 1932 in Orange, 
New Jersey, and graduated 
from South Orange High School 
in 1950. He enlisted in the Ma­
rine Corps on February 5, 1952 
and saw action during the Ko­
rean conflict while serving as a 
fire team leader, Co "B", 1st 
Bn., Fifth Marines, 1st Marine 
Division. 
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Returning to the United States 
in October 1953, Connor, then a 
corporal, served as squad lead­
er and platoon guide in the 2d 
Marine Division, Camp Lejeune, 
North Carolina, prior to being 
released (rom active duty on 
February 4, 1955. While on in­
active duty, he was a member 
of the 7th RiOe Co., U.S. Marine 
Corps Reserve, Lake Denmark, 
Dover, New Jersey. He was dis­
charged from the Marine Corps 
Reserve in May 1961 to reenlist 
in the regular Marine Corps. 

He was assigned to duty with 
the 2d 1'0., Eighth Marines, 2d 
MI:rine .Jivis,oll at Camp Le­
jeuni!, North Carolina, and lalt'r 
was assigned to the 2d Bn., 
Twenty-Second Marines at Ma· 
rine Corps Schools, Quantico, 
Virginia. In July 1962, Connor 
was transferred to the West 
Coast and joined the 1st Ma­
rine Division. 

In November 1963, he sailed 
with his battalion to the Far 
East and served with the 3d Ma­
rine Division (Rein(orced) dur­
ing the Gulf o( Tonkin incident 
in latc 1964. He returned to the 
United States and to the 1st Ma­
rine Division in December of 
1964. Then, on August R, 196 •. he 
served in the Republic of Viet­
nam and participated in combat 
operations against the Viet Cong 
until he was wounded on Feb­
ruary 25, 1966. He died of his 
wounds March 8, 1966, while on 
board the hospital ship, USS 
Repose. 

Harden returned to aid the 
five wounded Marines on his 
left. The enemy fire kept him 
pinned down, along with the 
wounded until darkness. 

"It looked like the 4th of 
.July," said Harden, "the way 
red, white and green tracers 
whipped the sky. Especially 
when a helicopter was landing 
to drop 0(( Marines or supplies 
and take out wounded." 

The contact ended at 2 a.m. 

Chief Scout 
DA NANG-Nineteen-year.old 

Cpl. James L. O'Neal (St. 
Mary's, Ohio) is chief scout in 
the intelligence section, 3d Bn., 
Fifth Marine Regiment, 1st Ma­
rine Division. 

During a five-day operation 
just concluded, "it seemed like 
every time I sat down someone 
wanted me someplace else," 
O'Neal said. 

On the first day the Vietnam­
ese Army interpreter (or the 
battalion was wounded and 
O'Neal, who attended Vietnam· 
ese Language School at Coro· 
nado, Calif., for more than five 
months, took over as battalion 
interpreter. 

"Knowing and speaking the 
language really helps in my job 
as chief scout," O'Neal con· 
tinued. "Usually we send a 
scout and an interpreter out to­
gether, but I can do both jobs 
and we can use our interpreter 
in another company," he added. 

O'Neal, who is a basic in· 
fantryman, worked with a com· 
bined action company near Da 
Nang during the first nine 
months of his tour in Vietnam. 
He has been with the 3rd Bn. 
for three months. 

"Not all o( my time was 
taken up with interrogation and 
intelligence work," he said. 
"Twice on the operation we 
made gratuitous payments to 
Vietnamese (amilies where we 
spent the night or set up a camp 
in the daytime. In situations like 
this I interpret what the bat­
talion commander says in thank­
ing the people (or their coopera­
tion and information." 

To "old timers" in Vietnam, 
the nearby firing of artillery is 
commonplace. To the uniniti­
ated, the sounds range (rom 
startling to (rightening. 

The next question asked is, 
"What is H&l?" 

H&I is the abreviation (or 
"harassing and interdiction" 
fire. The harassment mea n s 
just that. ArtiUery fire in a 
changing pattern is directed 
against areas where Viet Cong 
presence is known or suspected. 
It's purpose is to keep the enemy 
on his toes, on the move and out 
o( the immediate area. 

Interdiction fire has the pur· 
pose of depriving the enemy the 
use of a particular area. It (orces 
the enemy to use, at considerable 
physical risk, specific avenues 
o( aproach and supply routes if 
still determined to move. 

H&I often sounds haphazard. 
In reality it requires much plan· 
ning. 

The weapons used in H&I fire 
range (rom heavy machine guns 
to the huge 175mm long range 
cannon. 

Marines may spend some 
sleepless nights because of H&! 
fire but all agree it is well worth 
it. The Viet Cong and NV A 
forces, who do most of their 
traveling at night, are constantly 
being harassed. 

Operation Union 
(Continued From Page 1) 

The attack caused minor dam­
age. 

Friendly forces engaged the 
enemy after the pre-dawn mor· 
tar attack, killing five and cap· 
turing one o£ficer, who admitted 
being a platoon leader with NVA 
(orces operating in Quang Ngai 
Province. 

"Although we know there are 
larger VC units in the Operation 
Union aCf'a, our troops have 
only clashed with platoon-size 
or smaller units," said Maj. 
Richard J. Alger, (New York, 
N. Y.) Fifth Marines operations 
officer. 

As they continue to push deep 
into em'my territory, Marines 
also continuE" to capture numer­
ous weapons and stores of am­
munition. 


