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Recon Unit 
Pulled From 
NVA Trap 
By: GySgt. E. C. Nolen 

CHU LA! - "Come and 
get us. This place is crawl­
ing with North Vietnam­
ese." 

Only minutes before the 
co 11 for help, a Sea Knight 
helicopter had inserted a 
Marine ree on n a is san ce 
team into an area in the 
mountains west of Phu Bai. 

Artillery had pounded the 
area. Two Huey gunships that 
were flying escort for the in­
sert. had flown low into the val­
ley where the CH·46 was to land. 
and had made a check of enemy 
movements. No movement was 
spotted, nor a shot fired. 

Two bomb and rocket·ladden 
Skyhawk attack jets from Ma· 
rine Aircraft Group-12 were also 
on station. Flight leader of the 
two jets circling high overhead 
was Capt. Herb Leaird. of Jef­
ferson, S.C. His plane was load­
ed with 2.75·ineh rockets. His 
wingman was Capt. Tom Huckel­
bery, of Seymour, Ind., whose 
jet carried 250 pound bombs. 

WithIn minutes afler the re­
con team had off-loaded from 
the helicopter, the enemy ap.­
peared. 

One of the low flying Hueys 
spotted the main body of enemy 
in a treeline 100 meters from the 
recon Marines. The pilot fired 
a smoke rocket marking the 
target for the Sky hawk pilots. 
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Moving South 01 the DMZ 
Third Division infantry Marines receive support from the 3rd Tank Bn. , while on a search and destroy mission south 
of the demilitarized zone during Operation Hickory II. (Photo by: LCpl. B. C. Torbush) 

Grenade Kills NV A Forced to Spring Ambush 
Sleeping VC 
w~A s~~~Ga~ee~h~hY~~:nio~~ Prematurely: 3 Killed by Patrol 
was completely safe with two 
of his fellow Cong standing By: Sgt. W. L. Christofferson 
guard. DA NANG-A squad leader's decision to skirt an open rice paddy July 20 

But he wasn·t and It cost him forced 25 North Vietnamese soldiers into prematurely springing an ambush, and 
his life. resulted in at least three NVA dead. 
pa~;oltho~ 'l::':~~e~ ~n~u~o;~ia~ Cpl. Noel Corliss of Eugene, Ore. was leading his squad of "D" Co., 1st Bn., Fifth 
Force soldiers from Combined Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, on a patrol near Que Son when the NVA 
Action Platoon (CAP) D·G was opened up with automatic weapons and rifle grenades. 

Huckelbery dropped two 250 searching the area near the "We had just swept through a hamlet, where we opened fire on two VC with gear, 
pound bombs on target. Leaird village of Phong Nhi when they capturing one DC them," Corliss with his radioman to a position 
blasted the target with rockets. came upon three ve. Two of said. "Our patrol route showed (or the enemy to stop. the NV A behind a dike. "I wanted to try 
They each made three more runs them were standing guard out- that we should cross 150 meters ambush opened up with a heavy an envelopment. but the volume 
on the target 'd h'l I'n a dd b h d volume of fire from as close as . 51 e w I e one was as eep 1 oC open pa ies. ut we a of fire the NVA were putting 

hut I .. t 25 feet away. The jets were again called. . seen peop e runmng In rees out was just too heavy. and was 
HuckeJbery and Leaird made A grenade was quickly thrown ahead of us. One Marine was fatally coming from all sides," he said. 
20mm cannon runs. into the hut, killing the sleeping UI thought maybe they were wounded in the first volley. Pfc. After 20 minutes, the firing 

d d h VC. Tho other two immediately setting up an ambush. so we cut Benjamin H. Mason Jr., of slackened. Mason watched one 
While the jets poun e t e fled. The patrol fired. wounding P' t N Jabbed the fl d NVA Ik 

S around the paddy-and hit the Isca away. . . gr heavily camou age wa 
area with cannon fire, the ea one. but he managed to escape. b th sh' t and dragged f b h' d b 'Id' . t 

d d h same thing I was trying to man y e Ir out rom e In a Ul mg In 0 
Knight lande an t e recon A search of the dead VC and avoid." him into some bushes as the the open, 75 meters from his 
team dashed aboard. Enemy the hut turned up one M·2 car- rest of the squad dove for coveT. position. Mason killed him with 
small arms fire hit the copter. bl·ne. two M·26 grenades and The squad's point man rounded h d b t f h' M 16 Corliss pulled his machine gun a t Tee-roun urs 0 IS - . 

The team was lifted out of the papers containing a list of a bend in the trail and saw a team and a rifleman back to a "About five minutes later 1 
zone as the two Skyhawk jet names rev e ali n g local Viet NVA, garbed in black and wear· concrete house, and he moved could hear a voice," Mason said, 
PPli~lo)[ts~m)[a~d~e,--,fi,-"n,:,a.:1 !:r~u",ns,:. _ __ ~-,::C:,:o",ng~.~_-:-_--:--= ____ .-:...:in:::g=-=a.:b .. la=c::k:....:be::r:.:e::t.,-W:.:..:h.::en:.:..:h~e~c.::a::ll.::ed=-.-_-::::=-_____ -=___ "apparently calling for the NV A 

- 'G A I 'SS nded Outpost !n~~~r s~~~. ~r:~~U~it~at:~ reen nge save urrou ~~~4ih~fd~'ad~~keed1Y~;hl~;:~~ 
By: Sgt. W. L. Christorrerson mery of Richardson, Tex. killed out as a reaction force. pany area and picked up people a four-round burst, and he fell , 
DA NANG-A "t' ht one and Pfc. Edward S. Estes. "It was during chow and as we left the command post. too." 

out oC the movi:s~~e::ve~ ~I~X- 22, of DeSoto, Tex. wounded the shower hours," Johnson said, ltncl.udmg clerlk~ and headquar~ The NVA fled when they heard 
. Q other as he fled ers personne . three Marine tanks, aecom-

man Manne outpost. near ue "I k there must be a lot "and our people were scattered The outpost, meanwhile, was panicd by the rest of 'D" Co's 
Son July 11 whcn It was at- new II th h·11 W t t d t . I 't' Th d It' . t k d b 25 N th V· t morc of them in the area" said a over e I. e s ar e ou runnmg ow on ammum Ion . e secon p a oon, movmg 10 0 
tac e AY a -m

l 
atn or22 lie - LepI D P Hornby of Salem with everyone around the com- (Continued on Back Page) relieve the squad. naroese rmy p a oon. ml es ... ..' ___ _______________ ___________ .:... _____ _ 

southwest of Da Nang. N.H. the patrol leader. so I II d b 
,,~~e six Leathernecks from 1~ar~~?1 t~u~~t~~10~enw~g~~~~~ 106 Viet Cong Ki e y ARVN Forces 

C . Co .. 1st Bn .• Fifth Manne move they opened up with ma- DA NANG-Army of the Re- of LAM SON 91 in northeast killed 25. It was the first 
RegIment. ha? set up the o~t· chineguns and automatic weap- public of Vie t n a m (ARVN) Thua Thien Province. Eight significant contact in a month 
post atop a smal~ hill, a mile ons so we just stayed in posi· forces encountered only light more fell during a Ranger and and came during LAM SON 142. 
from the battallOTI's combat tio~." contact with the enemy during Regional Force sweep near Sa Phase III. 
base. The enemy firc gradually in- the week of July 26-August 1. Ren in Quang Nam Province. Elements of the 2nd ARVN 

About five minutes after the creased as additional machine· They killed 106 Viet Congo Regional and Popular Forces Division killed .13 VC on ~he 
patrol ha~ set up its perimeter, guns, automatic weapons and . . same date, while another five 
two heaVIly camouflaged NVA rifle grenades poured into the Fourteen detainees were taken kllle~ eleven VC the followmg enemy fell near Tam Ky. one 
jumped out or a trench lira.', Marines' L-shaped position. during the period. Ten individual day 10 separate ambushes. ~n- near Hue and one near Quang 
scarcely 10 feet away. The embattled men immedi- weapons and 100 anti-personnel other four of the enemy died T ' 

Pfc. Frank D. Cabell of Phila· ately radioed their company for mines were captured. ncar Quang Ngai city. rOn the 29th, seven VC were 
delphia spotted them. and the help. and Capt. Harold C. John- Ten VC were killed near Quang On the 28th. 3rd Regiment killed in Quang Tri Province. 
Marines poured out M-1S rifle son Jr., of Honolulu gathered Ngai city on July 26. Another 13 troops protecting Revolutionary Another eight were killed near 
fire. Cpl. Patrick A. Montgo- as many men as he could to go were killed during latter stages Development projects near Hue Quang 1'ri eity on the 31st. 



Editorial 

New Form Eases Travel 
EACH year, millions of Americans travel on commercial 

airlines. A large portion of these travelers are service­
men and women. 

Often separated from their families by great distances 
because of duty and limited in their available time for 
travel, men and women of the Armed Forces sometimes rely on 
rapid ail' transportation to get maximum value from their leaves 
and passes. 

Along with the special discount for military farcs, the Depart· 
ment of Defense and the airline'industry have agreed to issue and 
use a new form which can make your reduced-rate airline travel 
smoother and more enjoyable. It is DD Form 1580, Military 
Standby Authorization lor Commercial Air Travel. 

When the form is pl'opl'rly e~,:"I:\el'::'~11 u~n:~~~c! 
your lea\'c papers OJ' liberty pass, it 
liberty status and your entitlement to ,·p,~",,",l 
airlines may also usc the form in e,talll,,;h!n, 
military standbys. 

It is , however, your responsibility to initiate the request for 
sufficient DD1580's to covel' every leg of your trip, both coming ilnd 
going. In any case, you should obtain not less than five completed 
copies of the form from the command authorizing your leave, 
liberty 01' pass. 

Even in the case of emergency leave when travel and leave 
authorizations are prepared on short notice, be sure you don't forget 
to get your DD1580 forms, 

An added advantage of DD1580 is that Vietnam servicemen 
granted R&R leave in Hawctii can provide their wives with copies of 
their leave orders and DD1580's so they can travel from the West 
Coast to Hawaii and return at a special rate. 

Although not now required by all airlines, the DD Form 1580 
will be accepted and will go a long way to make your ail' travel 
casier. 

Complete details on the use of DD Form 1580 and reduced fares 
can be obtained from your transportation section OJ' the nearest 
Joint Airline Military Traffic Office. (AFNB) 

____ US Postal Rules Prohibit 
Mailing Live Explosives 

U.S. servicemen in the Repub- trophy fire arms will not be 
lic of Vietnam have been en- mailed, as prescribed in MACV 
dangering the lives of their fami- Directive 643-2. Despite the fact 
lies and fellow Americans as that the Postal Manual permits 
well as violating Post Office De- the mailing of most non conceal· 
partment and MACV regulations able weapons. rifles and shot­
by mailing live explosives home. guns may not be mailed if they 

San Francisco customs inspec­
tors have reported many items 
of explosive ordnance in parcels 
mailed through Vietnam APOs, 
These items have included C-" 
plastic explosives, cIa y m 0 l' e 
mines with arming mechanisms, 
TNT, rifle grenades, flares and 
M-72 rockets with launchers. 

Customs declarations vaguely 
identiry the contents of these 
parcels as "war trophies", 
"fifty dollar gifts", etc. 

All U.S. servicemen in Viet­
nam are reminded that war 

are war trophies. 
Authorized war trophies which 

are not firearms may be mailed 
if acceptable in accordance with 
the Postal Manual. 

C u s tom s declarations must 
show complete and accurate 
descriptions of contents of pack­
ages and parcels. 

MACV 0 f fie i a I s announced 
that all cases of violation will 
be referred to appropl'iate crimi­
nal investigation agencies for in­
gestigation and positive discipli­
nary action will be taken in ap­
propriate cases. 

Lieutenant General R. E. Cushman, Jr . 
Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force 

Major General H. Nickerson, Jr. 
Deputy Commander, III Marine Amphibious Force 

Brigadier General Robert G. Owens 
Chiel 01 Stalf, III Marine Amphibious Force 
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New Pen Pal Listing 
Anna Longmore (21) 
1235 Kirk Ave. 
Flint, Mich. 48503 

PhylliS Gl'uenemcicr 
8225 Shawnee Run Rd. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45243 

• 
Judy Ford (24) 
1331 Apple SI. 
Boothwyn, Penn. 

• 
Cindy Flanders 
R.D. #1 

," 

, 

,. 

Port Trevorton, Pa. 17R6·' 

" 
, 

Judy Gorell (18) 
Route 1 
Ei:lll Claire Wise 

1/1' 1jI' 
54701 

Katherine Doody (17) 
33 Sherman Street 
Cambridge. Mass. 02138 ,:, * ~, 

Nancy Bennett (17) 
178 Van Cleve Street 
Maywood, JIU. 07fi07 

~, '" ~, 

Kea Fowler (30) 
214 Monroe 
M<.'mphis, Mo. 63555 

Mrs. Erma Hackctt 
711 S, Phil, 
Amarillo, Texas 

, ., 
Kathie Hubbell (lR) 
4227 Trask Ave. 
Erie, Penn. 16508 

• • 

" 

Mrs. Barbara Heck (35) 
38 Highland Ave. 
Clifton, N,J. 07011 

Linda Zibor 
62 Dayton Ave. 
Pa"aic, N.J. 07055 

Ruth Cassat· 
58·06 82 Street 
Elmhurst, N.Y. 11373 

:1, ,~ 

Helene M. Niedzwiecki 
6 Athol Street 
AIl,lon. Ma". 02134 , • 

" 

.' 

(26) 

Roberta Gardella (19) 
20 Golden Road 
North Smithfield. R.I. 

~, I\< ~, 

Linda Forte (20) 
Elder Ballow House Rd. 
Woonsocket, R.I. 02R95 

... ott ~ 

Christine Chiacw (19) 
148 Meadow Road 
Woonsocket, R.l. 02895 

... . ,) 

Pat Gl'e,ko (20) 
90 Fl'anston Street 
Woonsocket, R.1. 02895 

• • 
Joan Allaine (20) 
14 Lopre Road 
North Smithfield. R,l. 

... '" ~, 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Due to 
SIHlce limitations it is imllossi­
bIe to 1)I'Int all the names re­
ceived for the Pen Pal section 
of the Sea Tiger. However, the 
Sca Tiger will endeavor to print 
as many names as IJOssiblc on 
a first come, first orlnt basis. 

Personnel should be aware of 
the possibilities of being cXI)loit-

HarIcnc Stanley 
Rt 2 Box 457 . 
Greensboro, N.C. 27405 

Janice Kozy (19) cd or unwittingly contributing 
R.T. Hospital to hostile intelligence gathering 

(, '" ~, 
105 Lockwood Street efforts when engaged In Pen 

Cindy Kaczmarczyk (18) 
16 Summit Street 
Meriden, Conn. 06450 

Providence, R.I. Pal cOrrcSI)ondel1cc. 
I~~==~~------------~--------

~~ '" ~: 

Mary E. Barker (22) 
R. R. 2 Box 1 
Gilman, Iowa 50106 

>I< 0[< * 
Jan Fields 
P,O. Box 452 

$100 Donation Furthers 
Book of Remembrance 

Central Point, Oregon 97501 By Sgt. Carol COOI)er 
QUANTICO, Va, - The 

parents of a Marine who was 
fatally wounded in Vietnam re­
cently contributed $100 for the 
upkeep of the Book of Remem­
brance. 

'" ~, * 
Lois Hartel' 
19 Marjorie Ddve 
Kenmore. N.Y. 14223 

'" . ~ 

Wanda Smith (20) 
c/o Mr,. T.W. Banks 
3817 Drew Ave. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55410 

':' '" $ 

Jo Anne Smalley 
23·71 N. 24th SI. 
Long Island, N.Y. ll1C5 

The Book of Remembrance 
contains the name of every 
Marine, as well as sailors at­
tached to Marine units, who have 
lost their lives in Vietnam since 
October 8. 1963. 

The couple, MI'. and Mrs. ._---

Check Time 
An A·4E Skyhawk attack aircraft of Marine Aircraft 

Group·12 receives an after-mission check in a squadron 
hangar at Chu Lai. Every aircraft of the 1st Marine Air­
craft Wing is thorou.ghly {!,,It.ecked aft er each mission against 
Viet Cong and NVA forces above and below the demil· 
itarized zonp. (Photo by: Sgt. G. G. Thomas) 

Alfred R. Doig, visited here re­
cently and toured the Marine 
Memorial Chapel at Marine 
COTPS Schools. Quantico, where 
the Book of Remembrance is 
located. On their return to their 
home in Islington, Mass., they 
wrote a letter to the Command­
ant. Marine Corps Schools. It 
read: 

"We were impressed with the 
Chapel at the time of our visit 
and thought the Book 01 Remem· 
brance a worthy memorial to 
the men entered therein. The 
Chapel's simplicity and beauty 
made us aware of the quiet 
dignity of such a tribute. 

"MI'. Doig and I wish the 
Corps would accept the enclosed 
gift for the Book of Remem­
brance in the name or our son, 
Corporal Douglas W. Doig, 
USMC." 

The check will be u!)ccl to 
purchase supplies fol' the main· 
tenance of the book. 

New Regs for 
R&R Personnel 
In Hong Kong 

SAIGON (MACV) - Stringent 
enforcement of regulations re­
garding the possession of pass­
ports and the importation of 
weapons into Hong Kong have 
been announced by the govern­
ment there. 

Hong Kong authorities have 
stated that they will no longer 
condone the importation of 
weapons. The most reccnt in­
cident involved an individual 
who impnrted a weapon into 
Hong Kong packaged and ad· 
dressed for mailing through the 
Fleet Post Office to the United 
States. 

The govcl'Omcnt sct id all future 
incidents will result in criminal 
prosecution. The maximum 
punishment upon conviction is 
three years imprisonment and it 
has been indicated that no ap­
peal from the U.S. Government 
will be accepted. 

In other action, it was an· 
Ilbunced that aU persons dressed 
in civilian attire who arrive at 
Hong Kong aboard R&R aircraft 
ctre required to have current. 
valid passports in their posses· 
sion. 



Chu Lai's 'Four Legged Radar' 
Guard Flight Line During Dark 

By: GySgt. E. C. Nolan 
CIIU LAl - The flight lines of 

Marine Aircraft Groups-12, 13 
and 36, and the adjacent bomb 
dump at Force Logistics Group 
"S", are under the nightly SUI'­
veillance of Chu Lai's "four leg­
ged radar." 

This is the nickname Marines 
of the 2nd Sentry Dog PIt. have 
tacked on their German shep­
herd sentry dogs. 

The large dogs and their 
handlers patrol the flight lines, 
keeping in the open where they 
can easily be secn and where 
the dogs can detect movement. 

"We've been using sentry 
dogs mure than a year nuw and 
we have yet to capture a Viet 
Cong," said SSgt. Charles F. 
Romero of Las Vegas, Nev., non­
commissioned ofncer·tn~chargc 
of the dog 1)laloon. 

one is lurking in the d.:trkncss. 
Handlers have reported believ­
ing that someone or something 
was out in the dcll'kness, Romero 
said, but they couldn't turn 
their dogs loose. 

Though the dogs could attack 
an intruder with an excellent 
chance of success, that is not 
their main 111lrpose. When a dog 
detects a SUSI)icious action, the 
handler calls Marine guards to 
search thc area. 

The Marines have attended 
the eight-wcek Air Force dog 
handler'S course at Lackland Ail' 
Force Base, San Antonio, Texas. 

FLIGHT LINE KING-King is the name of this German 
shepherd sentry dog. After the sun goes down at Chu Lai, 
King lives up to his name. He's king of the flight line. 
King's handler is LCpl. Clifton M. Cabey of Baltim.ore, Md. 

He says the VC arc afraid of 
the dogs and make it a point to 
stay away from where they are 
patrOlling. He views the lack of 
contact as evidence of the ef­
fectiveness of the dogs. 

During this training a student 
handler is assigned one dog to 
work with throughout the course. 
After establishing working rela­
tionship with the canine the last 
six weeks are devoted to field 
training. During this phase, 
handler and dog learn to work 
as a sentry team and the dog is 
taught to be aggressive. 

When the Marine completes 
training he leaves the dog and 
will be assigned another one in 
Vietnam. The training wUl be re­
peatcd prior to going on sentry 

(Photo by: Cpl. Russ Cowen) 

MAG-13 Pilots Bomb 
Infantry out of Trouble 

A handler leams by the way 
the dog's ears perk up if some-

Sgt. V. J. Hale, Jr. 
CHU LAI - LtCo!. Harry G. 

Robinson and his wingman, 
Major B. D. Fritsch. had just 
taken off from Chu Lai .Tune 10 
on a bombing mission ncar Dong 
lIa when they were diverted. 

The two Marine Aircraft 
Gl'oup-13 pilots were directed to 
the aid of a Marine infantry unit 
pinned down by enemy fire from 
a group of fortified structures 
northwest of Chu Lai. 

Arriving on station, the pilots 
made contact with their airborne 
controller orbiting his O-le ob­
servation plane above the action. 

Robinson and Fritsch made 
three bomb runs each on the 
target. 

On the second. each pilot ob­
served a secondary explosion. 

On his last bomb run, Robin­
son hit the largest structure 
throwing <:l cloud of billowing 
smoke and fire into the air. 

"I know we gave them the 
covel' they need(-'d, because the 

ground commander contacted us 
and said we were throwing mud 
all over his troops and himself," 
said Fritsch. 

The two Phantom pilots ac­
counted for 16 structures de­
stroyed and three secondary ex­
plosions. 

N~ws of 

1ST MAW 

Four Pilots Fly 200% Mission 
By: Cpl. R_ R. Keene the Wake Island Avengers had A Marine TF·9J Cougar jet 

CHU LAI - Foul' pilots of dropped all their ordnance of Marine Aircraft Group-ll car-
Marine Attack Squadron-211 flew directly on target and destroyed ried the airborne controller. 
a 200 per cent mission July 20, three targets in a one-mile "The controller had delivered 
destroying an enemy anti-air- radius. his rockets, but his description 
craft gun position five miles Maj. Robert W. Rasdal, of the targets was so accurate 
north of the dcmilitarized zone. Webster City. Iowa, squadron that we h~d no trouble spotting 

The 200 per cent mark was executive officer, led the flight them," said Rasdal. 
awarded by thc airborne con· of Skyhawk jets, piloted by . The first target, a road lead-
troller. Majs. Michael C. Drury, War- mg to the wooded area, had men 

"You werL' 100 per cent on saw, Ind., and Garry Harlan, San and equipment working on it. 
target and had 100 per cent Diego, Calif., and 1stLt. Allen J. Despite enemy fire, Rasdal a.nd 
target coverage," he said, Braden, New Orleans, La., over BaTden cleared the road With 
"That's a 200 pel' cent job." a wooded area concealing an bombs. 

Carrying 500 pound bombs, anti-aircraft site. The Skyhawk pilots all hit the 
second target, another road 
leading to the woods. 

Harlan and Drury rolled in on 
the third target, the anti-aircraft 
gun position. A large secondary 
explosion could be seen. 

Sergeant Gets 
$8,086 Bonus 

CHU LAJ-Sgt. Paul T. Ashe. 
24. of Anoka, Minn., took ad­
vantage of the variable reenlist­
ment bonus offered in his mili­
tary occupational specialty o( 
radio technician (or a total of 
$8,086. 

He reenlisted for six years 
on July 15 and works at Marine 
Air Traffic Control Unit-67. 

"I'm not sure what I'm going 
to do with the money," said 
Ashe. "I think I'll just let it 
build up in the 10 percent savings 
plan while I decide." 

Helicopters Rise With the Sun 
Ashe, who arrived in Vietnam 

in May, initially joined the Ma­
rine Corps on a three year en­
listment. 

As the sun rises over the South China Sea, a Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron-165 
crew chief uses flashlights to signal the pilot of a Sea Knight helicopter to start his en­
gines. First Marine Aircraft Wing helos lifted the 1st Bn., Seventh Marines into a zone 
west of Va Nang July 20, to begin an operation. 

(Photo by: Cpt. Russ Cowen) 

"I will also receive orders to 
advanced electronics school in 
San Diego, Calif., when I finish 
my tour in Vietnam," he said. 
"That's also a part of my re­
enlistment benefit." 

duly. 
The animal's health is the 

responsibility of the trainer. The 
M a I'i n e s receive vctcrinaTY 
training at Lackland. 

Weighing from 85 to 110 
pounds, the dogs require a 
balanced diet. A commercial dog 
food is preferred, but the 
animals are fed "B" }'ations, 
beef patties and gravy when the 
commercial version isn't availa­
ble. 

The dog's hygiene is also the 
resl)onslblllty oC the handler. lie 
bathes the canine daily and 
brushes the animal's teeth at 
least once a week. He also gives 
the dogs two salt tablets daily_ 

The animals are kept in a 
remote area where there is less 
noise during the day. 

"The quieter it is, the better it 
is on the dogs. If they hear a 
lot of noise during the day, their 
senses will be dull at night while 
on post," said 2ndLt. Allan S. 
BuescheT of Campbell Hill, HI., 
officer-in-charge of the unit. 

Sentry dogs for all services are 
purchased and trained by the 
Air Force. 

Rep Rates 
Jet Mechs 
IThe Bestl 

CHU LAI-Membel's of the 
Headquarters and Maintenance 
Squadron-36 jet engine me­
chanics repaired 41 power plants 
during June from CH-46A Sea 
Knight helicopters. 

Marine Medium Helicopter 
Squadrons 165 and 262 use the 
Sea Knight in Marine Aircrart 
Group-36. 

"We work in two shifts in 
order to keep the engines ready 
to go," said engine shop non­
commissioned officer-in-charge. 
SSgt. Donald E. Glover of Winter 
Haven, Fla. 

"This crew is the best J've 
worked with in a long time," 
said General Electric technical 
representative Ric h a r d H. 
Castle. 

The. engine shop specializes 
in mmor repairs. "Repairing 
damaged or sand-eroded com­
pressors, carbon seal leaks, re­
placing worn bearings, replacing 
hot sections and tuning and ad­
justing are our specialties," 
Glover said. 

After an engine is repaired it 
is placed on a portable test cell 
and run at various speeds to 
check out the work. 
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Pilot's Journal Shows Activities of Plane, Crew 
By: GySgl. E. C. Nolen 

CHU LA! - Capl. Stephen 
Pless of Foley, Ala., a heli· 
copter pilot with Marine Obser­
vation Squadron-6. has his own 
personal history of the Vietnam 
conrtict. 

Pless, a division flight leader 
for a four·plane flight of UH·1E 
'Huey' gunship helicopters, op­
erates as part of the Marines' 
Special Landing Force. 

He keeps a journal on his 
plane's and his crew's aeliv!· 
ties, on days he thinks are note­
worthy. 

Here are segments of the 
journal, covering a 12-day pcri­
ad while in support of thc 2d 
Bn., Third Marines on two am­
phibious operations: 

MONDAY: "Discovered a 15· 
man ambush hiding in a treeline 
waiting for a Marine company. 
We (with co·pilot, Capt. Daniel 
Cobb of Santa Barbara, CaliL) 
hit them in the open with 
rockets, then called in arWlery­
fire and an air strike. There 
were numerous hits by both, but 
there was no damage assess· 
ment on the ground. It's very 
unlikely that there were any 
enemy survivors." 

WEDNESDAY: "Picked up a 

medevac in the middle of a 
firefight. Two more men were 
wounded while we loaded the 
medevac. Went to the aid of 
Army of the Republic of Viet· 
nam soldiers who were pinned 
down .by a line of automatic 
weapons in a bushrow. We hit 
the bushrow with rockets while 
the Viet Cong were still firing. 
There was no damage assess­
ment, but the ARVN's were 
able to gather their wounded 
and continue their advance. 

"At 10: 30 p.m. we were called 
when a transport helicopter re­
ceived heavy automatic weap­
ons fi,·e while trying to get into 
a zone. The muzzle Clashes and 
tracers were easy to spot. We 
fired rockets on the target, leav­
ing 11 separate structures on 
fire. There was no more fire 
from this area during the rest 
of the operation." 

THURSDAY: "We reconnoi· 
tered an area prior to a Sea 
Knight helo's attempt to land. 
We flushed numerous VC who 
wel'e well-armed, but surprised 
and disorganized. LCpl. John 
Phelps (Louisville, Ky.) killed 
one. He caught him in the open 
and killed him with his M-BO 
machinegun. We were credited 

Group's 60,000th Combat Sortie 
CHU LAI-Two Marine Aircraft Group.12 Sky. hawk attack jet pilots logged the group's 60,OOOth com· bat sortie on July 4 since arriving in Vietnam during June 1965. 
Maj. James C. Cowart (Jacksonville, N.C.) and Capt. Bobby G. Butcher (Parkersburg, W.Va.) piloted the Marine Attack Squadron·311 aircraft as they struck North Vietnamese Army bunkers near Khe Sanh. 
The close air support mission supported Marines participating in Operation Crockett, just south of the demilitarized zone. 
They were credited with destroying four NVA bunkers. 

With Gifts to U.S. Wounded 

with seven kills during this 
action." 

l'UESDAY: "While reconnoi­
tering an area for a likely heli­
copter landing zone, we took a 
round in the cockpit. My crew 
chief and I were slightly wound­
ed. We returned (0 the ship and 
switched aircraft and continued 
our mission." 

WEDNESDAY: "We were on 
a reconnaissance mission for 
the SLF commander. We re­
ceived heavy automatic weap­
ons fire from fortified positions. 
We hit them with rockets and 
left seven structures in flames." 

TIIURSDAY: "We were back 
at the same spot we were 
Wednesday. Again we received 
heavy nre and immediately re­
turned it. Several armed VC 
broke for a nearby bunker. We 
put sever·al rockets through the 
door of the bunker just as the 
VC entered it. One rocket 
missed the door, but it wasn't 
wasted. It was a direct hit on 

Logs 14,000 
Accident Free 
Flight Hours 
CHU LA! - Marine Attack 

Squadron-542 completed its 14,­
OOOth accident-free flight hour 
since June, 1965, this month; 11,-
285 hours were flown in combat. 

The total flight hour figure is 
equivalent to one of the squad­
ron's F -4B Phantom fighter at­
tack jets airborne (or every hour 
of the day for one year and 219 
days. 

Capt. James F. Faulkner 
(Chal"iotte, N.C.). s qua d I' 0" 
safety officer, flew the 14,OOOth 
haUl" on a close air support mis­
sion in support of a Marine in­
fantry unit ncar Dong Ha. 

Vietnamese Show Their Appreciation 
DA NANG-Miss Cong Huyen 

Ton Nu Kim Ngan of Da Nang 
wanted to tell the U.S. service· 
men helping her country's right 
for freedom, that their efforts 
were appreciated. 

Gathering her family and 
friends, Miss Kim Ngan sug­
gested they all make embroid­
ered handkerchiefs for the 

",. 

wounded in the hospital near 
Da Nang. 

Fifty volunteers helped. A 
week later, on July 22. Miss Kim 
Ngan, accompanied by MajGen. 
Norman J. Anderson, command­
ing general, 1st Marine Aircraft 
Wing, went to the hospital and 
presented her gifts. 

The embroidered messages of 

-
~-,...-

thanks in English on the hand­
kerchiefs read: '·'Thanks to our 
Americans in Vietnam," "We 
are sending to our Americans 
all our. love and affection," and 
"God bless Our Americans in 
Vietnam." 

More than 100 wounded U.S. 
servicemen received the gifts. 

IN APPRECIATION-Miss Cong Huyen Ton Nu Kim Ngan visits with Marine LCpls. J. R. Nance of 3920 Linda Vista, Napa, Calif., left, and Michael J. McFadden of Lockport, Ill., at the Naval Hospital, Da Nang. 
(Photo by: Sgt. Rich Groscoct) 
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a fleeing VC. ons position for an infantry "Two other VC entered a company. Cp1. Joe Madden stucco building. We hit it with (Philadelphia), who was my gun· rockets and it disintegrated ner, spotted one VC in the open. from a secondary explosion; We tried to capture him but he probably an ammunition cache. kept running. One rocket was all Infantry troops later reported a it took; nnother confirmed kill. lot of blood trails and signs that Kufeldt spotted a large group many bodies had been dragged of VC in a culvert and drove off." them out with machinegun fire. FRIDAY was the last day ! killed four with rockets. My Pless made an entry. crew chief on this mission, It read: "My wingman, Capl. LCpl. A. C. Bowden (San Jose, Edward Kufeldt (Homestead, CaliL) killed one with his M-GO. Fla.), spolled two VC discard· Five confirmed kills today." ing their green uniforms. They The twelve-day assignment then ran for a trce line. By was summed up: "Each crew making a low, flat run, I hit member and pilot flew at least them with rockets just short o( 75 hours dUring the period. We the tree line. Two confirmed were cited by the commander kills. of the task force for our ex-"We hit an automatic weap- ceptional performance of duty." ---

Air-Ground Tearn\J~nr'lt' 
While cannoneers of the 3d Bn., Eleventh Marines ready a 105mm howitzer for action, another gun is lowered into the zone southwest of Da Nang July 21 in support of an opera· tion. (Photo by: MSgt. C. V. Stallings) 

VMF (AW)-235 Aviators Praised 
For Work During Beacon Torch 

DA NANG - Two Marine All lion Squadron-G, flight leader of Weather Fighter Squadron-235 the helicopter gunships on sta-pilots have earned the praise tion said, "The professionalism of Marine infantrymen for their of these pilots in their target efforts against an enemy troop acquisition and the accuracy of concentration during Operation their delivery made it possible Beacon Torch, southeast of Hoi to work very close to friendly An. troops and break up the attack Maj. Henry F. Witter of Van- of a determined enemy. They couver, Wash., flight leader and made run after run with the Capt. Robert L. Beavis of West same accuracy, then 'walked' Orange, N .• T., were scrambled their 20mm cannon fire up the in response to a request for sup- enemy trenches in the tree lines, port from an element of 31"d Bn., in one o( the finest examples of 5th Marines. close air support I have wHnes-Arriving over the target area, sed." . the two jet pilots were informed The action took place at ap-that a company was under heavy proximately 3 p.m. and it wasn't enemy mortar and automatic until 10 a.m. the following weapons fire. morning that the company Witter and Beavis acquired moved forward. 
their target and on their first - -- -
bomb run scored direct hits 
on a group of structures which 
housed the enemy mortars. They 
continued their attack on enemy 
concentrations to within 50 
meters of the friendly forces. 

LtCol. J. A. Nelson. command­
ing officer of Marine Observa-
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NV A Tries Disguise, 
Tear Gas for Assault 

By: SSgt. Ed Brey 
CON THIEN-New wrinkles in the Vietnamese war 

were reported by members of the 1st Bn., Third Marines, 
during a heavy engagement with NV A forces last month 
five miles northeast of Con Thien. The Marines said the 
NV A used tear gas and wore Marine Corps uniforms 
during a full-scale attack July 6. 

Fololwing three days of probes and mortar and 
rocket attacks, the final NVA 
assault began wilh another such 
action. 

Maj. Richard W. Goodale, bat· 
talion executive oHicer, said, "1 
never saw anything like it in 
Korea. I'd estimate we took a 
thousand rounds. But the men 
were dug in and our casualties 
were light." 

NVA forces attacked from the 
north and east, managed to 
temporarily penetrate one point 
of the perimeter. 

Capt. Burle Landis (Colorado 
Springs, Colo.) a rifle company 
commander, led a force to the 
gap and found the point man of 
the NVA forces coming direct­
ly at him. He shot the enemy 
soldier. 

Platoon commander, 2ndLt. 
George C. Norris (Des Moines, 
Iowa), formed a blocking force 
and stopped the enemy advance. 

Sgt. William H. Head Jr., who 
led an assault fire team, report­
ed the NV A "definitely wearing 
Marine Corps uniforms, complete 
to flak vests, Marine utilities, 
helmets and boots." 

LCpi. Duane J. Dull (Soldiers 
Grove, Wis.), a machinegun 
team leader also reported NV A 
wearing Marine Corps uniforms 
while making a massed hand 
grenadc assault. 

Head rcported that when his 
team threw back the NV A, they 
dragged their dead and wound­
ed down an intersecting trench 
line, "Their equipment included 
an M-79 grenade launcher," he 
said. 

Platoon commander, Norris 
also reported usc of a type of 
tear gas by the NVA. 

"The gas." he said, "was dis­
pensed by artillery, and general­
ly very ineffective. There was 
a good breeze and it quickly 
dispersed," he said. 

Patrols the next day confirmed 
effectiveness of supporting fire 
during the attack. 

Cpi. John S. Wakefield, (In· 
dianapolis, Ind.), a patrol mem­
ber, said "NVA dead were 
strewn throughout the area." 

"A sure sign of the eCfective­
ness," he said, "was that the 
enemy could not take out their 
dead. 

Other signs indicated the en­
emy left in a hurry. Caches of 
munitions including m 0 J' tar 
rounds and many sealed boxes 
of .30 cal. ammunition, weapons, 
and miscellaneous equipment 
were scattered throughout the 
area," Wakefield said. 

Mcirines Build 
More Schools 

PHU BAl-Marine units have 
helped construct 24 elementary 
and secondary schoolrooms in 
the Hue-Phu Bai area. 

They will provide space for 
s eve I' a I hundred Vietnamese 
students. The construction will 
help alleviate sending students 
to school for only a half-day be­
cause of the shortage of desks, 
and will provide room for new 
pupils. 

When in Vietnam 
Two Marines of "H" Co., 2nd Bn., Ninth Marines, adopt the Vietnamese method of 
carrying water during a search and destroy mission south of the demilitarized zone. The 
Marines were resupplied during a stop near Con Thien. 

(Photo by: LCpl. J. W. Brumley) 

Newspaper Editor Queries Unit 
And Definitely Gets the Scoop 

By: Sgt. John Heseltine 
CAMP EV ANS-A 3rd Division Marine's hometown newspaper had been told 

in colorful terms about his travels and battles in Vietnam. 
To check the accuracy of the reporting, the newspaper editor wrote to Cpl. Peter 

Jette's First Sergeant for confirmation of the story about the Lisbon, Conn. Marine. 
His 1stSgt. replied that the Marine had participated in several operations and 

ha(i received a Purple Heart. 
Shortly after this correspondence Jette's unit, the 1st Bn., Fourth Marine Regi­

ment moved to Con Thien. As a 
member oC "D" Co.'s 60mm 
mortar section he was assigned 
to provide security for a por­
tion of the battalion perimeter. 

One night the mortar section 
personnel heard movement in 
front of their Jines and fired an 
illumination shell, but were un~ 
able to detect anything as the 
enemy had taken cover. As soon 
as the light flickered out, the 
enemy opened firc and assaulted 
the perimeter. 

"They knocked out the two 
tanks ncarby and the ran to­
ward tht! bunkers with demoli­
tion charges. The charge they 
threw at our bunker wounded 
myself and the two mcn with 
me," Jettc said. 

The Marines opened fire with 
rifles and mortars as the first 
of several "human wave" as­
saults charged the perimeter. 

Jette ran to olle of the nearby 
tanks. 

Following instructions from a 
wounded tank sergeant, he dis­
mounted the .30 caliber machine­
gun and returned to his position 
with it. 

For the remainder of the bat­
tle. he fired the machinegun, sus­
taining badly burned hands 
when he shifted the gun to meet 
Ilew threats by the enemy. 

The battle lasted until mid· 
morning. 

All eight Marines of the mol'-

tal' section had been wounded. 
Only Jette and two others wore 
still on their feet. There were 
22 enemy dead in and around 
the position. More than 180 con­
firmed enemy dead surrounded 
the perimeter. 

Having participated in the 
battlc of Con Thien, tales about 
Jette will probably no longer 
need double checking. 

Snake Drops 
In for Chow 

DA NANG-A nine-Coot snake 
came out second best in an en­
counter with Marines of the 1st 
Bn., Third Marines. 

The viper snake made its mis­
take when it dropped out of a 
tree into the midst of the bat­
talion's reconnaissance and tac­
tical control team. 

A short time later, foul' Ma­
rines were enjoying their fil'~t 
Cresh meat in more than a week 
-snake·on·a-stick. 

"The snake didn't have a 
chance." commented radio op­
erator LCpL David O. Brents 
(Montgomery, Ala.). "It startled 
us when it landed. but within 
seconds it had been shot." 

LCpi. Jackie L. Stribling, of 
Grand Prairie, Texas, a recon 
team leader, reacted the quickest 
and blasted the snake with a 
M·16. 

1st Lt. N. J. Hart, 24, (Muncie. 
Ind.), a Marine attack jet pilot 
and ail' liaison officer, was the 
chef. He is a graduate oC Jungle 
Warfare and Survival Training 
School, Philippine Islands. 

Tank and Infantrymen Sweep Near the DMZ 
Infantrymen of the Ninth Marine Regimenl team lip with Marines of the 3d Tank Bn. in a lanh-infantry maneuver to 
Sll"eep the area soulh of the DMZ. The units worhed Ollt of Con Thien seehing elusive North Vietnamese enemy soldiers. 

LanccCpl. James W. Lyles, 19. 
(Bay Spring, Miss.) readied the 
meal. 

The snake pl'ovidt.'d food for 
15 Marines. 
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Marines, 
Villagers 
Dig Well 

By: LCpl. Chuck Giesler 
CAMP CARROLL - In 

the Hung Phu (refugee) 
hamlet, seven miles below 
the d e mil ita r i zed zone, 
American economic assist· 
ance came in the form of 
Marine swea t and a few 
bags oC cement. 

Civil affairs representatives 
from the Twelfth Marine Regi· 
ment had visited the hamlet and 
learned from the elders that a 
new well was needed. The old 

• well was contaminated and was 
causing illness. The hamlet re­
sidents had been forced to resort 
to getting water from distant 
hamlets. 

Volunteer Marines from both 
"e" Btry., 1st Btl., and "I" 
Btry., 3rd Bn., of the Twelfth 
Marines at Camp J. J. Carroll, 
began working with the villagers 
to dig the well by hand. 

At first, the Marines altcl'Oated 
shifts with the hamlet laborers. 
But soon after breaking the 
language barrier with sign lart­
guage, they began working to­
gether. 

After a few days, the villagers 
began inviting the Marines into 
their homes for lunch and snacks 
of rice, pineapple, breadfruit and 
beverages. 

The well was completed in 
less than two weeks, complete 
with a cement-brick liner. The 
well is 30 leet deep and eight 
feet wide. 

IstLt. J. A. Schwercr (Peoria, 
Ill.), the civil affairs officer in 
charge said the job was done 
by hand, without the aid 01 
modern machinery as "the Viet­
namese understand sweat and 
callouses more than they do 
well-digging machines." 

81mm Mortars Provide 
Vital Fire Support 

By: LCpl. Jim Barclay 
CAMP EV ANS-"Fire Mission ... Range ... Eleva­

tion ... Chal'ge"-frequently heard orders in the Slmm 
mortar section for the 2nd Bn., Fourth Marine Regiment. 

Sgt. Aronia D. Mosely (Dade City, Fla.) heads the 
vital section furnishing support for the rifle companies. 

"Our targets valY quite a bit," said Mosley, "but 
the forward observers in the rifle companies are usually 
the ones to call in the targets." 

"Whenever the VC arc found 
in the open, we fire rounds into 
the area to neutralize their 
movement until a rifle company 
can move into position," he said. 

The Fire Direction Center 
(FDC) headed by Mosely is reo 
sponsible £01' giving the range, 

01 and Recruit 
Serve Together 

CAMP CARROLL - Marines 
leaving Boot Camp, never ex­
pect to see their drill instructor 
again, the man who had been 
their teacher, protector, guide 
cmd final say in the molding 
process from a civilian to Ma­
rine. 

For Lcp!. R. M. Redel (Old 
Bridge, N.J.) it was different. 
Redd, serving with the lst Bn., 
Ninth Marine Regiment, here, 
walked out or his tent and there 
he was, his rormer Dr. 

SSgt. R. G. Lee the D.I., 
(Panama City, Fla.), had just 
arrived in Vietnam and was as­
signed to the Ninth Regiment. 

"I recognized that face right 
away," said Redd. "A Marine 
never forgets the kind counten­
ance or his Dr." 

"Back at Parris Island," Redd 
continued, "he gave me some 
pretty straight scoop. 'J can and 
I will' he used to say. I can 
honestly say I appreciate the 
long houl's he yelled at mc. I 
apply myself and do as I was 
taught. I'm still alive. 

direction and charge to the gun 
crews. 

"It depends on what type of 
round we are firing as to what 
information given," M 0 S ely 
stated. 

The gun crews consist of four 
to five men. Eaeh has a task 
that must be accomplished be­
rare a round is fired. 

Besides the 60 pounds of gt'3r 
the crewmen carry, they also 
lug extra small arms. 

A minimum or 30 rounds of 
illumination are carried and 10 
times as much high explosive 
ammo. 

When the mortar section is at 
the battalion command post they 
fire I-Iarrassment and Interdic~ 
tion missions and illuminate the 
camp perimeter when requested. 

Whirlwinds 
CAMP EVANS-The whiJ'lwind 

phenomenon is taking hold or 
this Marine Combat Base. 

Scores of the spiral-shaped air­
currents·golle-wild run rampant 
here daily, blowing dirt and 
debris in their path and shower­
ing unwary Marines with a cloud 
of dust. 

The whirlwinds "dustdcvils" 
some growing to heights or 100 
reet or more, have been known 
to collapse tents and send even 
the most combat-hardened Ma­
rines scurrying from their paths. 

Crucle Aiming Device 
Marine Cpl. Richard A. Haeg (Mattituck, Long Island, N.Y.) looks through a North 
Vietnamese Army sighting device made from bamboo and vines. Haeg is a member of 
the 1st Amphibious Tractor Bn., engaged in operations along the Cua Viet river where 
the crude rocket or mortar aiming device waS found just south of the demilitarized zone. 

(Photo by: LCpl. L. Preston Brown) 
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Little Samaritan 
A thirsty Marine from the 1st Amphibious Tractor Bn., 
gets an assist from a Vietnamese boy as he fills a canteen 
at the village well. The A mtrae Marines were on a search 
and destroy mission south of the demilitarized zone, along 
the Cua Viet river. (Photo by: LCpl. L. Preston Brown) 

New IFlare l to Reporting 
CAMP EVANS - Fi!'st Ser· 

geant Charles H. Streeter (West 
Palm Beach, Fla.) of the 2nd 
Bn., Fourth Marine Regiment 
was peacefully sitting at a field 
desk when he heard a "pop," 
then a whining noise. 

"I figured it was going to hit 
close by, but nol on top of my 
tent," he said. " I could see it 
coming towards my tent, then 
T heard it hit on top and some­
one yelled ' I nco min g . . . 
Flares!' " 

Within seconds after striking 
the tent, the flare rolled off and 
headed straight for the record 
files. 

3 Join Talents 
For Pig Roast 
CON THIEN - An expe!'t 

pistol shot, a· mastcr chef and 
a fal'mboy combined talents 
during Operation Hickory II to 
put roast pig on the menu for 
members of the Third Marine 
Regiment. 

SecondLt. James R. Cannon 
(Fredericksburg, Va.) heard 
noises in front or his position. 

A well·placed pistol shot killed 
the intl'uder-a wild pig. 

SSgt. Billy L. Bethea, " 1"l'm· 
boy from Dillon, S.C. and an 
old hand at butchering and 
dressing hogs on his Cather's 
farm , skinned the porker. 

Cooking chores went to Sgt. 
Robert R. Foreit (Wikes-BalTc, 
Pa.), before joining the Marine 
Corps he worked as a cook in 
thc Catskill Mountain resort 
area or New York and as a 
mastcT chef at a Washington, 
D. C., restaurant. 

To spit the pig. he split it 
lcngthwise, placed it betwecn 
two upright forked branches and 
turned it over an open firc. 

Their combined efforts brought 
the unexpected main dish of 
roast pig "a la three" to the 
company menu. 

"Never knew we had so many 
people in the area," said Street· 
er. "They came running rrom 
all directions, carrying five gal­
Ion water Cans to extinguish the 
fire," 

Later it was revealed that re­
turning listening post personnel 
£ired the nare to alert the 
troops on the line. 

"The Marine that shot the 
pop-up flare must have had his 
hand on a slant and it popped 
this way," said Streeter. 

Streeter later called the com­
pany Ihat had the LP that night. 

"Would you please in r 0 r m 
your listening post, that 1 don't 
n(!cd to know when they come 
in." 

Phong Dien 
Gets Dentist 
CAMP EVANS-The people of 

Phong Dien have a dentist for 
the first time. 

Navy dentist, Lt. Joseph P. 
Nowak 01 Buflalo, N.Y .. and 
assistant, DN Gary Pcgg or 
Redkey, Ind" from the Fourth 
Marine Regiment, plan to make 
a twice a week dental rncdcap. 

"Usually it's the kids that are 
the first to be treated," Nowak 
said. "But the first time we 
worked mainly on the elders." 

The team treated 36 Viet­
namese, pulling 38 teeth and 11 
root tips at the refugee camp 
and the Phong Dien Buddhist 
hamlet. 
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SCHOOL DAYS AGAIN - GySgt. Robert B. Hill and 
"Johnny" head for a private Vietnamese school where the 
14·year·old will start seventh grade. Hill's family is paying 
150 piasters a month to send Johnny through school. 

(Photo by: SSgt. M. M. Upton) 

Holds Key to Future 

Marine s Family Aicls 
Viet Youths Eclucation 
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Viet Con9 Prisoners 
I Scared of Americans 

By: CpJ. Robert M. Bayer 
DA NANG - "Most of the Vietnamese people 

brought in here are scared to death of Americans be­
cause the Viet Cong have told them all sorts of lies 
about us. While they are here I try to explain to them 
why Americans are in Vietnam. One of our biggest prob­
lems is the basic lack of communication between the Viet­
namese people and the Americans." 

Speaking was Pvt. David R. 
Kincaid (Buena Park, CaUL), 
who works with prisoners and 
detainees captured by the 3rd 
Bn., First Marine Regiment, 1st 
Marine Division. 

Most people call Kincaid, 
"Limey". a nickname he picked 
up because he lived in England 
for more than ten years and 
speaks with a slight British ac­
cept. 

"When prisoners are brought 
in I help interrogate them and 
explain the Chieu Hoi (retur­
nee) program." he said. 

The battalion compound is 
called "an R&R center for cap­
tured VC" by Kincaid. There is 
a shower for the prisoners to 
USc. They receive all the "C" 
rations they can eat in addition 
to a hot meal of Vietnamese 
food which the prisoners cook 
themselves daily. 
A~cording to Kinc/lid, "most 

of the people brouglit in don't 
know basic hygiene. They have 
to be taught how to wash pro­
periy with soap and water, 

tribute soap and vitamin pills 
to the people. 

Kincaid has very little trou­
ble speaking with the people. 
He taught himself Vietnamese 
and speaks the local dialect. 

".Just treating these people 
kindly and explaining that Amer­
icans are here to help them does 
a great deal. 

"The Vietnamese are Wi;l.rm 

and understanding people," said 
Kincaid. "but until now they 
have only heard the Viet Cong's 
side of the story. 

Saves a Life 
DA NANG-A Navy corpsman 

in "L" Co., 31'd Bn., First Ma­
rine Regiment used mouth-to­
mouth resuscitation to save the 
life of a seriously wounded Ma~ 
rine on a combat patrol 10 miles 
south of Da Nang. 

HM3 James T. Mattson (of 
348 E. Michelle. West Covina. 
Calif.), was with the squad· 
sized patrol when a Marine was 
seriously wounded after stepping 
on a Viet Cong booby trap. 

"Above all, I stress clean­
liness. I emphasize that they 
should boil water before they 

By: Sgt. Russ R. Thurman drink it, wash their food with 
DA NANG-Nguyen Due Chien is an ambitious clean water before they cook 

Vietnamese boy. The bright 14-year-old is eager for it. bathe their children and 
themselves regularly and thor­

The Marine lost consciousness 
and stopped breathing. The 
corpsman immediately began 
m 0 u t h-to-m 0 ut h resuscitation 
and chest massage. knowledge, and talks of becoming a lawyer or perhaps a oughly," he said. 

doctor. Navy corpsmen treat prison-
The victim was revived, and 

evacuated by helicopter to a 
field hospital for additional treat­
ment. 

Pfc. Lucky­
Mine Fails 
To Explode 

DA NANG - "I guess some­
body up above was with me." 
Pre. Dcnnis K. Rock (Covington. 
Ky.) spoke of an incident on 
Operation E 11 i 0 t when he 
steppcd on a "Bouncing Betty" 
mine that failed to explode. 

Rock is a gl'enadier with :ll'd 
PIL, "HH Co., 2nd Bn., 1st 
Marine Regiment, lst Marine 
Division and has been in Viet­
nam for six months. Since the 
incident with the min(' he has 
begun to believe heavily in luck. 

He was walking on a trail 
towards a hut when he stepped 
on the mine laying hidden in 
some hay. 

"I kept on walking for a few 
morc steps until I heard the 
pop of the fuse and saw the 
smoke rising from where I Ina1 
just stepped," said Rock. "It 
was then that J realized what 
I had done and I took off l"un. 
ning. " 

When engineers, attached to 
the company for the operation 
uncovered the mine, they deter­
mined that it failed to detonate 
due to wetness. There had been 
a rainstorm the night beCol'e. 

Scout-Sniper 
Once Dancer 
DA NANG - Well·mannered. 

softspoken LanceCpl. Fofo T. 
Tutele, Andrews Place, Los 
Angeles, is equally at home with 
a knife or a gun. 

Since joining the Fifth Marine 
Regimental sniper platoon in 
Vietnam, he has killed two Viet 
Cong from 900 meters away. 

His specialty, however, is 
knife dancing. Before he enlisted 
in the Marine Corps in April, 
1966, Fofo was one of the main 
attractions at the Polynesian 
P a v iIi 0 n at the New York 
World's Fair. He and a partner 
hurled and slashed at each other 
with machete-like knives in a 
traditional Samoan dance. 

But as with many Vietnamese youngsters his family ers and local villagers daily at 
could not afford to continue the education to make the the compound . They also dis· 

dreams corne true. '-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~;:~~~~~~:r~~~ji~Oi~~:L~~~~~=---~~~07~---------------
Chien, however, has started 

his seventh year of studies, 
thanks to a Marine and his 
family. 

GySgt. Robel·t B. Hill (Parris 
Island, S.C.) of the 11th Motor 
Transport Bn., 1st Marine Divi­
sion, provided the chance. 

"Since my arrival here in 
February," said Hill, "I've 
wanted to organize some type 
youth program for the Vietna­
mese in nearby villages but du­
ties leave little time for that­
this is at least a start." 

Chien has learned to speak 
English and was tagged "John­
ny", .after becoming an every­
day visitol' to the MT Bn., a 
short distance from his village, 
three miles west of Da Nang. 

"When I first learned of John­
ny I wrote my wife of my 
thoughts about sponsoring his 
education," Hill said. 

A letter from his l:l-year-old 
daughter, Vickey, asked if she 
and the gunny's four other chil­
dren could give the necessary 
1,0 Iliasters (about $1.20) a 
month to send J ohon), to the 
private schooL 

"That they wel'e willing to 
give, made me quite proud," 
Hill said. 

"We plan to pay for at least 
one year of his education. But 
if he wants to I'll send him right 
through college." 

Hill says helping the young 
people holds the key to the 
future. 

Snipers Take Weekly Practice 
LCpl. Martin E. Berry (Evansville, Ind.), a sniper with 2nd Bn., Fifth Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division aims at 
a target 1,000 meters away as his spotter reports where the bullet strikes in relation to the target. By weekly practice 
snipers make the required adjustments to their weapons to keep them on target for the VC. 
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5th Marines Messhall 
Has Official Opening 

By: Sgt. Phil Hamer 
DA NANG-Realizing the importance of hot chow 

served three times a day, the Fifth Marine Regiment, 1st 
Marine Division reserved its first official ceremony at a 
new command post area 20 miles southeast of Da Nang 
for the opening of the regimental mess hall July 22. 

An invocation delivered by LtCmdr. Eli Takesian, 
CHC, USN, chaplain for the 3rd Bn., Fifth Marine Regi· 
ment, prE"ct:dcd remarks by Col. 
Stanley Davis, 44 (NiagJ'CI. Fa1ls, 
N.Y.), regimental commander. 

SSg!. Edward H. Butt (Phil· 
adelphia, Pa.), regimental mess 
sergeant, had prepared a spe· 
cial cake (oJ' the occasion and 
he brought it to the platform. 
Col. DaYis sampled the first. 
slice of cake, after which he cut 
the ribbon to oHicially open the 
mess hall. 

Steak. potatoes and gravy. 
green beans, ham salad, bread, 
butter and cake were served to 
all hands immediately following 
the ceremony. 

In less than a week. engineers 
had graded a level area on the 
rock hillside and SSg!. Butt had 
organized his cooks and mess­
men to erect tables, tents, set up 
gall~y equipment, and store sup­
plies. One of the most important 
considerations was construction 
of a grease trap to be buried in 
a sand pit behind the galley. 

Fifth Regiment Marines ate 
their first evening meal at tables 
set up beside thc mess tents. 

Vietnam 
Language 
Class Held 

DA NANG-Capl. George C. 
Romano (Lake Worth, Fla.), a 
forward air controller with the 
1st Bn., First Marine Regiment, 
has established Vietnamese lan­
guage classes for Marines. 

Romano recmited a Vietna­
mese college teacher from Hoi 
An college to teach the classes , 
consisting or 12 two-hour ses­
sions. 

"So much more could be ac· 
complished if our Marines could 
speak Vietnamese," said the 
former A4-A Skyhawk pilot who 
has previously flown more than 
125 missions in support of troops 
in I Corps. 

"If we could train 20-2j Ma· 
rines from the battalion, we 
could have 10 times the success 
in our civic actions and daily 
dealings with the local peoplt'," 
he said. 

He believes that Marines learn­
ing the language will find out 
more about customs. 

"The point is," he said, "it's 
theil" country, and in this type 
of warfare we need to win the' 
people over." 

Romano said the 1st Marine 
Division conducts a 30·day Vict­
namese languag<" school in Da 
Nang. "But the battalion can't 
aHord to lose a man for this 
period of time," he said. "Our 
classes arc held COl" two hours 
daily. This way, the Marine can 
maintain his regular job." 

Booby Traps 
By the Dozen 

By: Cpl. Steven L. Berntson 
DA NANG-"Thel't:! aren't any 

large units of Viet Cong around 
here, so what few are here re­
sort to booby traps and mines," 
said 2ndLt. Dale Venuto (Oma­
ha, Neb.). 

Venuto, platoon comman:der in 
"A" Co., 1st Engineer Bn" 1st 
Marine Division spoke of an 
area 10 miles south of Da Nang 
where Marines from 2nd Bn., 
First Marine Regimcnt, were op­
erating July 5·7 and his en­
gineers were basting the traps. 

"You can find booby traps al­
most anywhere. Some of them 
are very crude but most are 
very effective," said Venuto. 

Venuto had moved to the Da 
Nang area from Tam Ky area 
where the North Vietnamese 
Army regulars resort more to 
anti-tank and heavy equipment 
land mines. The Viet Cong make 
extensive usc of booby traps 
he said. 

During the three day opera· 
tion, "H" Co., 2nd Bn., 1st Ma­
rine discovered and destl'oyed 
12 booby traps, burned a num­
ber of punji stakes and destroy­
ed a haystack resulting in a 
I a r g e s(>condal"Y explosion 
caused by minitions stort'd by 
the VC. 

, 
\ 

-""" 
Marines Help Again 

lvlajGell. DOlin. J. Robertson, commanding general, 1st Marine Division, presPllts a check 
for 590,000 piasters ($5,000) to the most Reverend Peter Chi, bishop of Da Na.ng. The 
money, a donation. from the 1st Marine Division. Catholic Chapel fund, will be used at 
Chu Lai New Life hamlet to help defray the cost of a new school and orphanage, and 
to help build a new hospital in east Da Nang. (Photo by: LCp!. C. D. Thomas) 

Champion Marine IDingerl Puts 
Div. Snipers in the Black (P Js) 

By: MSgt. G. E. Wilson 
DA NANG-"These are the best trained snipers I've ever seen." 
The man who said it ought to know. He is GySgt. V. D. Mitchell (Vista, Calif.), 

the National Service Rifle Champion in 1958 and currently the non·commissioned of· 
ficer·in·charge of the 1st Marine Division sniper school near Da Nang. 

He was talking about 18 scout·snipers, the first class in a series now undergoing 
refresher training. 

Reporting to the school 

Cutting 

with an impressive number 
scout·snipers are aiming to in­
crease their proficiency, make 
sure their rifles are zeroed in 
properly, and get the benefit of 
Mitchell's 11) years as a com­
petitive shooter. 

Mitchell, who b('gan his com· 

Runner's Job 
Not a Waltz 

DA NANG-Although in reo 
cent years the radio has become 
the normal way of a company 
contacting its platoons, one man 
still remains very important in 
any field company group-the 
company runner. 

The man designated "company 
runner" is generally a "jack of 
aIL trades" and is used for 
various jobs around a company 
office, whether in the battalion 
<lrea or in the field on combat 
operations. 

One such "runner" is LCpl. 
Clinton N. Davis, Hackensack, 
N.J., and "E" Co., 2nd Bn., 
First Marine Regiment, )st Ma­
rill{> Division. 

Davis, previously a 3.5-inch 
rocket team leader, has been 
company runner for the past two 
months. 

of kills to their credit, the 

petitive shooting at San Diego. 
Calif., in 1952, said the group 
could outshoot any snipers in 
the world today as he watched 
his students knock down man­
sized moving t<lrgets at 600 
yards. 

First Division scout-snipers 
are equipped with more than 
a rifle to fight the enemy, 
Mitchell said. Most arc trained 
as forward observers and when 
they can't reach thc enemy be­
cause of the range or when the 
enemy ducks before he can be 
picked off, the scout-snipers c<ln 
call in artillery, mortar and air 
fire missions. 

As a result he is not only 
"credited with the kills he gets 
from his rifle but also from 
those eliminat~d as a result of 
his calling in supporting fire." 

Mitchell retired from the 
Marine Corps in 19()4 but re­
turned to active duty early this 
year. Reporting to Camp Pendle­
ton in February, he was im­
mediately sent to Vietnam to 
head up the 1st Marine Division 
sniper school. 

Skilled in instructing as Iw is 
in shooting, Michell's enthusiasm 
infects his fellow instructors and 
students alike. 

]n 1965 he won the National 
Individual Rifle Championship at 
Camp Perry, Ohio. When he won 
the National Servic€' Rifle cham­
pionship in 1958, Mitchell ~Iso 
shot a rapid fire rl'cord in the 
Coast Guard match with 15 of 
20 bulle~'l's in the smaller "V­
ring." 

He is a veteran of World War 
II and the Korean conflict. 

Operational and tactical com· 
mitments break regular atten­
dance in the class. But the Ma­
rines can pick up in the next 
class when' they left off before . 

Romano. a six-year veteran of 
the Marine Corps, returned to 
active duty last year for dut~ , 
in Vietnam. 

8 SEA TIGER 

Colonel C. C. Crossfield, comm.anding officer of the Sev­
enth Marine Regiment, cuts the rihbon, officially opening 
the nell' and enlarged Regimental post exchange at Hill 55, 
10 miles southwest of Da Nang. Assisting the colonel is a 
Vietnamese exchange employee. Loohing on is Capt. Carl· 
ton E. Land, 1st Marine Division exchange officer. 

"A runner's most important 
tasks occur when the company 
is in the field. Out there on an 
operation, I'm constantly with 
the captain. When he can't reach 
one of the platoons by radio, or 
j( he can't repeat instructions 
ov('r the radio net I deliver the 
III (' S sag e personally," said 
Davis. 

When not on an operation, 
Davis' main duties are driving 
the company "mule," a small 
flat-bed vehicle used to shuttle 
supplies and gear around the 
area, carrying and delivering 
administrative papt'rs, and just 
bl'ing the "Gunny's helpl'r." 

NiW5 of ., 
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FLC Monthly Food 
Support for I Corps 
Totals $4.5 Million 

By: LCpl. Ron lIowell 
CAMP BOOKS-The monthly 

food bill for Marines in I Corps 
is $4.S million as Rations Co., 
Supply Bn., Force Logistic Com· 
mand provides all of the three 
"squares" a day. 

Supplying 160 messhalls, Ra· 
tions Co. supports all Marine 
units in the I Corps, plus 30th 
Naval Construction Regiment 
and the Republic of Korea Ma· 
rines stationed ncar Chu Lai. 

Coordination or all ration sup­
ply Is dOlle through G·3 Opera· 
tlons, FLC, who requisitions and 
distribute rations after they arc 
drawn from the Naval Support 
Activity In Da Nang. 

Maj A. D. Malovich, of North 
Springfield , Va., assistant opera­
tions officer', G·a, said, "It is our 
primary concern to get the ra­
tions out to the men on time, to 
see that their basic diet needs 
arc fulfilled, no matter where 
the mcn are located." 

Meals supplied include "A" 
and "S" rations and individual 
operational combat meals-"C" 
rations. "A" rations are made 
up of all perishable food stuffs. 
both chilled and frozen. "B" 
rations consist of canned food 
items and "C" rations are meals 
in themselves, usually issued to 
units on operations or to units 
wit h 0 u t immediatc mcsshall 
facilities. 

For those units not having ex­
change facilities at their dis­
posal, ration supplement sundry 
packs, consisting of confections, 
stationery and toilet accessories 
are issued. 

Outlying areas in I Corps re­
ceive food supplies from Da 
Nang by either air transport or 
surface craft. Almost all of the 
areas receive "An rations and 
milk by air, daily. "8" rations 
and "C", rations are delivered 
by surface craft, and in some 
instances by truck convoys. 

Fresh produce, bought mostly 
on the local markel. is also sup­
plied messhall facilities by the 
rations unit. In addition, ap­
proximately 10,000 pounds of 
fresh produce is flown in daily 
from Da Lat, south of Saigon. 

Also under the supervision or 
rations are the bakcry facilities 
and ice plants in I Corps. 

With ice plants in Da Nang, 
Chu Lai, Phu Bai and Dong Ha, 
the unit tries to see that each 
Marine has at least one-and­
one-half pounds of ice daily. To 
assure this, contracts wilh local 
vendors and NSA have been 
made. 

Lt. R. E. Stewart, of Ocean· 
side, Calif., rations officer, said, 
"Through the cfforts of rations 
and the personnel working there, 
the troops in the I Corps area 
are eating better than troops in 
any other war. 

Screaming Eagles Search lor VC 
Paratroopers of the 101st Airborne's 2d Ba ttalion, 502d Infantry advance in Viet Cong­
infested territory during Operation Malheur II. Since arriving in I Corps the Screaming 
Eagles have killed more than 750 enemy. (USA Photo by SP4 James Lohr) 
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New School 
For Duc Pho 

A new item, long range patrol 
packages consisting of dchy .. 
dratcd food, is sUI)plicd to pa­
trols and reconnaissance units. 
Tbe demand keeps growing since 

---they are light and easy to carry. Paratroopers Kill 22 Viet Cong 

DUC PHO-The 3J'd Brigade 
Task Force, 25th Infantry Divi­
sion civil affairs tcam, work­
ing with CORDS (Civil Opera· 
tions for Revolutionary Develop­
ment Support) has drawn plans 
and begun work on Due Pho 
District's first public school in 
over two years. 

During the past years, the 
people have been dominated by 
the Viet Congo Upon the arrival 
of the 3rd Brigade last April, 
the civil affairs team found that 
establishing a school system was 
an important project. 

Patrol Wakes 
Up in Middle 
Of Minefield 

By I'FC Dennis Shutz 
CHU LAI-Setting up an am· 

bush in the middle of a mine 
field usually isn't considcred the 
most desirable thing to do. Sleep­
ing in the middle of one is even 
less desirable, but SP4 Rhiney 
J. Hyde (Sweetwater, Tex.) 
managed to do it and live to 
tell about it. 

"Our patrol left camp that 
evening after dark to set up an 
ambush near a hill," Hyde re­
called. "When we reached the 
position I took two men with me 
and set up in a good spot over­
looking the road. We prepared 
our defense and began our shifts 
on watch." 

The night passed without in­
cident, but dawn brought with it 
a different slory. "I was on 
watch when lhe sun came up," 
Hyde said. "I looked over at 
one of the men sleeping not far 
from me and noticed a piece of 
metal shining in the sun nexl to 
his hand. I studied it for a 
second and then walked over to 
it. I knew what it was, but I 
had'to be sure. 

"I was right, it was a mine. I 
woke him up and warned him 
lo watch where he put his hand, 
and then the three of us began 
checking out lhe area. We hadn't 
looked far when we found an­
other one under the first man's 
poullcho Hner. By then it was 
completely ligHt, so we continued 
to search. To our amazement 
we (ound seven minE'S in <1bout 
a 15-metcr radius where we 
were sleeping." 

Hyde radioed back to the com­
pany asking for Eon (Ex­
plosive Ordnance Demolition) 
team to be sent out to dispose 
of the mines. 

"It didn't seem possible," 
Hyde thought, "that we could 
havl" walked and {'ven slept in 
that area all night without step­
ping on one of them." 

By SP5 William p, Singley 
DUC PHO - Paratroopers of 

the 101st Airborne inflicted heavy 
losse!!i on a stubborn enemy 
force defending a hospital and 
rehabilitation complex in the 
Song Ve valley west of here. 

The action began when the 1st 
Platoon, Company A of the 2d 
Battalion (Airbol'fle), 502d In· 
fantry discovered a hut complex 
late one afternoon during Opera­
tion Malheur II. 

Employing slealth and slrlcl 
noise discipline, platoon sergeant 
Robert P _ Sherman, Columbus, 
Ga., moved the platoon toward 

Ihe thalch.roofed, jungle village. 
Ten meters away from the 

first group of huts, a Viet Cong 
guard spotted the paratroopers. 
The Americans moved into the 
complex, surprised by its size. 
Lt. Jerry Barnhill, Houston, 
pulled his platoon back to the 
edge of the clearing to establish 
a defensive perimeter. 

The strategy was to call in 
artillery and gunships. When 
darkness fell, a grass hut caught 
fire. Barnhill used it as a 
reference point to direct gun­
ships and a medivac to ]ift out 
a wounded paratrooper. 

Duy Tan Hospital Staff­
Ten Years of Dedication 

DA NANG-For more than len 
years, a dedicated group has 
been treating the wounded, the 
sick and the dying here. 

It is the staff of the Duy Tan 
hospital- one of two Vietnamese 
Army general hospitals in Viet­
nam. Its members trcated 10,124 
patients during 1966. 

Of these. more than 8,000 weTe 
Regular, Regional and Popular 
Forces soldiers. The rest were 
military dependents. 

Total oUl-patient care last 
yea,' was provided for 47,993 peo­
ple. 

Impressive statistics? Yes, but 
the value of the scrvice can bc 
measured in olher terms. 

A look at some of the 1,069 
patients at the hospital tells the 
story. They display gratilude 
and appreciation, lhe appearance 
of hope where there was once 
dispair ... 

With the highest number of 
patients now in its ten-year his­
tory, the hospital staff consists 
of 43 doctors and 12 nurses­
supported by 449 others. 

There are also 300 civil scrvice 
employees al the 1,000 bed hos­
pital. 

Major Pham Viet Tu, hospital 

director, says each of the em­
ployees "arc playing a vital 
role. 

"They not only help the sold· 
iers, but thousands of military 
dependents as well," he said. 

Duy Tan has just celebrated 
its 10th anniversary. 

Lt. Gen. Hoang Xuan Lam, 
commanding general, I Corps, 
was among those present to 
honor the hospital and staff 
during the observance. 

He decorated many of the 
staff and visitcd the sick and 
wounded. Lt. Gen. Robert E. 
Cushman, commanding gen<'l"a l, 
III Marine Amphibious Force, 
accompanied him. 

Gen. Lam summed up the ac­
complishments of the hospital 
following his visit to the wards. 

"Your life-giving {'(forts arc 
worthy of the highest praise," 
he said "But the easies t way to 
measure your accomplishments 
is to observe those you help. 

"Their gratitude," the general 
si:lid, "can always be apparent. 
Sometimes it might be hard to 
spot, but it's there. This should 
be mOTe than enough thanks for 
your efforts." 

Throughout the nlghl, bullels 
split the air. Combat engineers 
and Infantrymen cleared a land­
ing zone in the darkness under 
enemy fire. 

"There was no sleeping that 
night," said SP4 James N. Page, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

At daybreak, the paratroopers 
resumed their search of the 
village. 

" We found 22 VC bodies and 
secured four detainees," said 
Sergeant Sherman. "And we 
found enough hospital and field 
equipment to fill a two and a 
half ton truck." 

Plans were drawn by 1stLI. 
John Dickerson, Newport News, 
Virginia, the civil affairs en­
gineering officer, and work 
began, with over 5.000 handmade 
bricks and lumber, on the five­
room school house. 

The high school, which will 
accomodate 250 students, is 
being built entirely by Viet­
namese under the supervision of 
its designer, Dickerson. 

Generals Visit - Two three-star generals, LtGen. Robert 
Cushman, commanding general, III Marine Amphibious 
Force and LtGen. Hoang Xuan Lam, commanding general, 
1 Corps, visit Duy Tan hospital patients. 
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FLC Disbursing Unit Tackles 
Mammoth Financial Problems 

CAMP BOOKS - Working 
with money sounds like an ideal 
situation but for Marines who 
handle payroll, it is strictly 
work. 

According to Lt. E. L. Clem­
ons (Sarasota, Fla.), deputy 
disbur~ing officer, Force Logis­
tic Command (FLC) personnel 
receive from one-and-a-half to 
two million dollars a puyday, 
which is drawn from the Naval 
Support Activit~·, Da Nang. 

Since FLC began Ol)erations 
in March 1966, IJay accounts 
have increased rrom 4,000 to 
tile present 10,000 IlaY accounts. 

To handle these records, the 
FLC disbursing staff, consisting 
of two officers and 11 enlisted 
are intermingled with the First 
Marine Division disbursing or­
fice. In addition, two FLC dis· 
bursing teams are located at 
Phu Bai and Chu Lai. 

The distance between Camp 
Books and the First Marine 
Division dusbul'sing office pre· 
scnts a problem for FLC person· 
nel but plans are underway to 
provide FLC with its own dis­
bursing office at Camp Books. 

"Whencver we do get OUI' own 
ofrice, we will have to Increase 
the starr. Presently, First Ma­
rine Division disbursing person· 
nel arc assisting liS," Clemons 
3l1ded. "Each or our pay clerks 
arc responsible for handling an 
average or 700 )Jay records." 

]n addition to preparing pay· 
roil, FLC disbursing c I e r k s 
must audit the individual pay 
record. This consists of recon· 
ciling leave, checking existing 
allotments and verifying the 
Marine's current pay status. 

Twice yearly, new pay rec­
ords are made 111) Gil all Ma· 
rines. Stateside, much of thi)) 

Pointman Finds Baby in Hut 
DUC PHO - A pointman H) carried the child to a 

of the 101st Airborne had water tank and washed it 
as best I could," said 
Thornton. "I wrapped him 
in a towel and took him to 
my Illatoon leader. He IHlt 
him on a helicopter to bc 
evacuated to the medics at 
the base Caml)." 

an unusual experience while 
leading his platoon through 
an enemy village. Instead 
of finding an enemv soldil'f 
inside a hut, he -found a 
newborn baby. 

Pfe. Leslie D. Thornton, 
Washington, D.C., found the 
baby in a hammock. The 
baby's skin looked diseased 
and his face was caked 
with dirt and grime. 

The lJaratroOIJCrS of th(' 
326tll Medical Detachment 
treated the child for skin 
inrections and sent him to 
an of)Jhanage at nearby 
Due Pho. 

work is aCCOml)lishcd by eit'c­
irleal equilHIl('nt. In Vh'tnam 
most of this Inrormation Is ('n· 
!t-'rt'd manuallr. 

The new par records have to 
be t'xtended. taxes and It'ave 
('omputee! ,md pl'riocis of serv­
ice verifit'd. Once these exten­
sions art' made, the pay record 
is ready to be balanced. 

Othel' duties pt'rformed by 
disbursing are: payments of re· 
enlistment bonuses, temporary 
additional duty pay and the 
processing of pt'rsonnel upon 
joining and transferring. Spf'cial 
pay days arc also arranged for 
Marines taking R&R. 

Disbursing teams pay Marine 
medical evacuees aboard the 
USS ItEPOSE and USS SANC· Together Aga.·n 
TUAItY by Pay Adjustment 
Authorization, which is later Pf DIE B kl (7143 HIS C lb· S C) posted to the man's pay record c. a e . ar ey, age t., 0 um la, .. , 
at disbursing. shows his father, Army SSgt. Donald A. Barkley th.e loca· 

Cpi. Richard R. Ruhi of Cres. tion of his unit, the 1st Military Police Bn., Force Logistic 
tlinc, Ohio. chief cierk, says, Command. The Barkleys met at the Da Nang river bridge 
"One of the big problems lor us where young Barkley stands security watch. SSgt. Barkley 
at disbursing is the individuai is a member of the Army's First Logistical Command. 
Marine who is not properiy in· (Photo by: SSgt. R. P. Beam) 
formed of his pay and allow-

ances. Many times as a resuit IARVN 'Copter' Un.Ot Versat.·'el of I'umor~, men come to us won-
dering why they haven't re-
ceived supposed pay raises. DA NANG - A versatile unit s qua d ron is to support the 

Clemons explained, "Working here evacuates the wounded, ground troops. About 60 per 
in a disbursing unit in Vietnam resupplies isolated outposts and cent of the total sorties are 
means a lot of work and long canics Vie t n a m e s e troops trooplift - transporting Viet· 
hours. It's not a glamorous job where they're needed. namese airborne, Ranger and 
but it's a good morale factor It's the 213th He 1 i cop t e r Army soldiers to and from the 
assuring that each Marine gets Squadron (VNAF). field - and resupply missions. 
all his pay due-on timc." The primary mission of the About one in five hclicopter 
---.:....:...-----::-------:...----=------- missions is a mcdivac, and the 

MAERU Tests, Evaluates, Rebuilds Ammunition t:~Ei~::I\:~r:o~;~~n~~~r~s iif:~: 
By LCpi Iton Howelt 

CAMP BOOKS-To test, evai· 
uate, and rebuild ammunition is 
the primary concern of the Mo· 
bile Ammunition Evaluation Re­
novation Unit (MAERUr, cur· 
rently working in South Vipt­
nam. 

Under the direction of the 
Naval Ammunition Department, 
Weapons Production Engineer­
ing Center (WPEC), Crane, Incl., 
MAERU came to Vietnam at 
the request of the Commandant 
of the Marine Corps. 

In 19fi6 the Commandi::IIlt of 
the Marine Corps and the Com· 
mander of the Naval Weapons 
System Command, asked the 

United States Navy Department 
through WPEC to review and 
report on MAERU capability in 
the Republic of Vietnam. 'The 
end result indicated that inspec­
tions, evaluation)), and renova­
tions would mean much lower 
labor CO))ts to the government. 

Presently located at Ammuni­
lion Suppiy Point·l (ASP.I) 
Ammunition Co., Supply Bn.: 
Force Logistic Command, west 
of Da Nang, the eight· man crew 
is working to assure that the 
fighting Marine has a fully serv· 
iceable and dependable supply 
of 'ammo.' In addition, this 
saves the Marine Corps time 
and money by rebuilding defee-

live 'ammo' on·the-spot. 
Under the supel'vi))ion of Al­

bert Nulty, tcchnician in charge, 
the MAERU unit arrived in 
Vietnam June 11. Designed to 
travel completely self-sufficient 
to any place in the world the 
civil service crew will spend a 
120·day tour in Victnam. The 
all voluntt'el' unit will then !'t'­

turn to the states, being re­
plucing by another crcw. 

Joseph Pavao, assistant tech­
nician in charge said, "It looks 
like a MAERU team might be 
in Vietnam, at the discretion 
of the Commandant, for the 
duration. " 

The presence of the mobile 

...,.­
ON·THE·JOB·TRAINING-Quality Evaluation Technician H. A. Westmoreland, a 
member of the Mobile Ammunition gvaluation Renovation Unit supervises the disas· 
sembly of a fuse from a 90mm projectile. Removing the fuse so it can be given a quality 
evaluation test, is Cpl. Robert A. Young of Austin, Minn., while LCpl. David M. Work· 
man, of Houston, Tex., protects the primer with his h.ands. 

(Photo by: SSgt. R. P. Beam) 
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team precludes shipping defec­
tive am m u nit ion statesidc, 
greatly decreasing the time ele­
ment for reconditioning. 

Most of the defective 'ammo' 
is rejected and rebuilt because 
of rapid deterioration. "Outside 
storage takes a heavy toll on 
ammunition in Vietnam," C. J. 
Oakes, senior quality evaluation 
technician said. 

Once testing begins by deter· 
mining the number of rounds 
in a section. A sample number 
of rounds arc brought in, the 
numbcr mathematically dcter­
mined according to t he total 
number of rounds in a section. 
All components within a round 
are completely disassembled. 
Then the components are passed 
on to quality evaluation which 
tests each part ))epal'ately. 

In addition to breaking down 
the round)), samplcs from each 
section are test fircd. With the 
smaller c a lib e r ammunition, 
electrical devices are used for 
test riring purposes. For larger 
caliber 'ammo,' such as mor­
tars, a drop firing test is used, 
using a device vcry similar to 
a mortar tube. 

Ordnance has been selected 
and tested on the basis of priori­
ty and the most critically need­
ed. First tested wcrc the 4.2 
inch mortar)) and 81mm mor­
tars. To date. approximately 
2,000 rounds of the mortar 'am­
mo' havp been tested by the 
MAERU team. Thus far, some 
of tht, 'ammo' tested has been 
found non·ust.'able c:nd has been 
rebuilt. 

Once a section of ammunition 
has been tested and or recondi­
tioned, it is then considered to 
have the l'quivalcncy of new 
'ammo.' 

All findings and evaluations 
from the MAERU Lests arc sent 
to various ammunition facilitit:'s 
throughout the United States, so 
that the same procedures may 
be used on ammunition of cor­
responding type at these units. 

While at ASP·l the MAERU 
team is being assisted by 16 
Marines rrom Ammunition Co. 
The Marines, working with the 
different MAERU s('ction)), arc 
taught the propel' procedures 
fol' the servicing and revamp­
ing uf defective ammunition. 

"We're a pretty versatile out­
fit," says Maj. DaD Due Tran, 
commander of the 213th lIeH· 
copter Squadron for the past 
three years. "We not only have 
a variety of missions but pro· 
vide choppers to the 1st and 
2nd ARVN Divisions which thcn 
rrag their own missions." 

Two of the unit's 16 assigned 
H·34')) are on temporary duty 
to Hue. The 1st Division Head· 
quarters thcre schedules crews 
for all missions. The remainder 
of the time is spent on ground 
alert. 

Another two choppers are 
provided on l:l daily basis to the 
2nd Division at Quang Ngai. 

"Sometimes we have two at 
Hoi An," Tran said, "and nor­
mally two here. So an average 
of eight choppers arc operation­
al all the time." 

The H-34 can carry 12·15 Viet· 
namese troops or 2.000 pounds 
of cargo. It has a range of 140 
square nautical milt,s and can 
fly for thrl'e hours. These as· 
sets have bcen put to good use. 

During the first half of 1967, 
thc squadron airlifted 13.831 
military pas))engers and 597 
tons of cargo. It also medivaced 
828 soldier)). 

On a rct:cnt mission north of 
Hue, c hop per s lilted 10,000 
pounds of ammunition to a unit 
in heavy contact. It then medi­
vaccd 40 wounded and dead 
troop)). All in a da~ 's work .. 

"We haven't lost a bird to 
ground fire in the pa))t year 
though," says Ml:lj. Edwin G. 
Flanigen, one of two US advi­
sors to the unit. "We get battlt, 
damagt' about oncl' a week but 
we've been lucky." 

The 213th has 35 pilots and 
four staff members. The rna· 
jority of the pilots havl' bE'tween 
800·1500 hours flying time, but 
many have 4,000 hours. 

OTHER 
UNIT 
NtW~ 



BUILDING PEWS - Carpenters build pews ,chich will 
provide for a seating capacity of 190. 

CONCRETE CROS8-A 21 foot concrete c ross weighing appro,·imately 8,000 pound.; is 
hoisted into position beside the chapel. 

Sea Tiger Spotlight on: 

Building a Church 
Rising out of the dusty plains of Rosemary Point. Republic of 

Vietnam, is a unique structure, revolutionary in design and spiritual 
in purpose. It is a chapel for the Naval Support Activity Detach­
ment and was built by Scabecs of U.S. Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion EIGHT. 

Dwarfing its neighboring Butler buildings and strongback 
huts, the A-frame structure rises 4] feet into the air with a glisten­
ing tin roof visible for miles. 

The 42xl08 (1. chapel utilizes modern methods of design which 
would make its appearance as much at home on Main Street, 
U.S,A.; as it will be in Vietnam. The structure is made entirely of 
wood with the exception of the tin roofing, a concrete floor and a 
stone wall located on the northwest cornel' and surrounding thc 
chaplain's offices. 

The building DC the NSA D chapel has bccome a labor of love 
for the Seabees of EIGHT who normally must be content with 
the routine construction of Butler buildings, strongback huts and 
helD pads. "We are very proud of it," stated Builder Chief J.W. 
Gastor, Crew leader for the project. "It's a break from the ordinary 
type of construction work over here." 

Before the completion date mid-.Tuly was reached, approximately 
1600 man-days and 9,000 board feet of lumber was expended by the 
Sea bees of NMCB EIGHT. The job is a joint effort of three com· 
panies of the Battalion; Charlie Company, the prime contractor; 
Alpha Company which accomplished the earthwork involved, and 
Bravo Company which installed the utilities. 

The chapel contains a choir loft, a small sanctuary, seating capa­
city for 190 people and an altar. Outside of the building, a 21 ft. 
cross has been crected. 

Illi 
I ill 

ALTAR WORK-A Seabee 
worhs on the altar erected 
in front of this wooden 
cross. 

FINISHED PRODUCT-The NSAD Chapel-A wbor of 100'e built by lyfCB-8. 

LAST BOARDS-The last boatns are placed in the ceiling. SEA TIGER 11 



VC Murder 
21 Civilians 
Last Week 
DA NANG - Twenty-one Viet­

namese civilians were murdered 
by the Viet Cong July 29 in two 
separate acts of terrorism. Two 
more were killed and six wound· 
ed in separate incidents. 

Reports received July 31 said 
14 were killed and two children 
wounded in Thua Thien Prov­
ince. The Viet Cong entered the 
Bang Lang hamlet late in the 
evening and shot them. 

The victims all had relatives 
in the Armed Forces. The scene 
of the atrocity is eight kilo­
meters south .of Hue. 

Another seven civilians were 
shot and killed by Viet Cong at 
9 p_m_ at the An Diem hamlet 
six kilometers southwest of Binh 
Son in Quang Ngai Province. 

The village chief, Nguyen Lao, 
and the assistant village chief 
were killed in the incident. 

Two more civilians were killed 
and one wounded late July 29 
lollowing an attack on an ARVN 
position near Tam Ky. The unit 
was in night ambush positions 
lour kilometers southeast of the 
city when it was attacked by a 
VC company firing semi-auto· 
matic weapons and 57 mm 
recoilless rifles. 

The other three civilians were 
wounded the morning of July 30 
when Viet Cong hit the Tuy 
Loan dispensary in Quang Nam 
Province-with five rounds of 
M-79 grenade launchers. One of 
the injured was a pregnant 
woman. 

Elsewhere, five VC entered a 
home the day bel ore in the 
Huong Thuy village and de­
stroyed 75% of it with explo­
sives. There were no casualties 
in the incident six kilometers 
southeast of Hue. 

Surrounded ... 
(Continued From Page 1) 

six Marines fixed bayonets. 
Horney suggested a prayer. 

Pre. Eddie Rackow 01 Odessa, 
Tex. saw the NVA assaulting 
within 20 yards of his position 
on the outpost's unprotected 
flank, and opened up with his 
M-l6 to keep the enemy at bay. 

The sweat-d r e n C h e d relief 
force, which had run all the 
way from the command post, 
came sweeping on line through 
the area. 

"When Charley Company came 
charging across that field, they 
looked like a bunch of green 
angels," said Pfc Raymond G. 
Pistole of Sherman, Tex. 

"It was just like the movies," 
said Hornby. "Charley Company 
coming through there on line 
was one of the greatest sights 
I've ever seen." 

The NVA battled the reliel 
force for a few minutes, then 
fled. leaving two more dead and 
two automatic weapons. 

-... 

....... -
---

....... 
Bombs Away 

500-1b_ bombs drop from an A-6A Intruder jet of Marine 
All-Weather Attack Squadron-242 during a mission south 
of Chu Lai July 24_ (Photo by: SSgt_ William L, Brown) 

1st Div. Has Moving Tank 
By: LCpl. Paul W_ Reneau 

DA NANG-Marines of 3rd Plt_, "C" Co., 1st Tank 
Bn" 1st Marine Division, get as much mileage out of a 
tank as they can-particularly "Charlie 3-2." 

The battle-scarred tank, officially designated an 
M48-A3, has hit seven enemy anti-tank mines, six of 
which were the heavy destruction type_ 

Normally a tank is returned to the States for a 
complete overhaul after hitting ------ ______ _ 
three mines or logging 3,000 machine guns and a 90mm gun. 
miles. "Charlie 3-2" has logged 
over 4.600 miles since it was 
brought to Vietnam in April oC 
last year. 

"But it's just as operable as 
any other tank in our platoon," 
said Sgt. Albert L. Barton, 
(Oceanside, Calif.). 

Fifty-thrt!e heads are painted 
on its turret, representing 53 VC 
kills. It is also credited with 
sinkHng five sampans. Recent­
ly, in one day alone, the tank 
was responsible for 11 kills and 
two sunken boats. 

The heavily-armored vehicle 
carries a four-man crew includ­
ing a tank commander, gunner, 
loader and driver, and totes 
three guns-.30 and .50 caliber 

It is used primarily in sup­
port of infantry troops of the 
1st Bn., First Marine Regiment, 
1st Marine Division, who op­
erate in an area 10·15 miles south 
of Da Nang. 
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Sea Stallion Effects 
Rapid Helo Recovery 

By: Cpl. Chris Dunn 
DA NANG - "Ten feet forward, five down and 

hold-we got him, let's get out of here," 
Cpl. Ben Krenk (Ida Grove, Iowa), a crew chief 

with Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron-463, had quick­
ly given the instructions to hook a cable from a hovering 
CH-53 Sea Stallion helicopter onto a downed CH-46 
Sea Knight helicopter near Con Thien, July 25_ 

The Sea Stallion, piloted by chopper around and head back 
Major George Ebbitt (Oneida. to Dong Ha. Air strikes were 
N.Y.) had been assigned the called in and Marine jets bomb­
mission of recovering the dam- ed and strafed the enemy posi­
aged helo early that morning. tions. 
But heavy encmy mortar and The Sea Stallion made its sec­
artillery fire in t~e pick up zone ond attempt at 11:30 a.m., but 
had forced the mission to be de- again they were forced to leave 
layed until mid-afternoon. the area due to heavy enemy 

With Krenk standing by the fire. 
lilting cable to make the hook On the third try, Ebbitt ap­
up, the CH-53 made its first proached the · area at tree-top 
approach to the zone at 10: 15 level, using the cover of a small 
a.m. The enemy began firing hill hoping the enemy wouldn't 
forcing Ebbitt to turn the big spot the big helicopter. He 

Toys for the 
'Old Gunny' 

DA NANG-When Marine Gy­
Sgt. W.C. Helm opened his birth­
day package, he wasn't at all 
amazed to find stulled toy 
animals-they were already ear­
marked for Vietnamese children. 

Helm, legal chief for Marine 
Aircraft Group-ll, had earlier 
rcceived a letter from his 
mother, Mrs. Ray Zimmerman, 
Bethel, Ohio, asking what he'd 
like lor his 35th birthday. "Some­
thing for the kids over here," he 
wrote. 

The 'something' arrived a 
couple of weeks later. In addi­
tion to the eight stuffed animals, 
the package contained sand 
buckets, crayons, color i n g 
books and toys. 

Helm passed the birthday gilt 
to Capt. L.W. Christiansen, the 
MAG-ll civil affairs officer, for 
distribution to needy tots in the 
hamlet of Hoa Vang. 

"Birthdays are for kids," said 
Helm, who plans to extend his 
Vietnam tour of duty. "And it's 
the kids who suffer most from 
this war. It just seemed like a 
good idea." 

hovered the Sea Stallion almost 
directly over the CH-46. 

Krenk gave the pilot two quick 
distance adjustments, and a 
recovery team member standing 
atop the Sea Knight quickly 
hooked the lilting cable in place, 

"I think it took that guy on 
the Sea Knight longer to climb 
down." Krenk said, "than it 
took to make the actual hook­
up. "From the time we en­
tered the zone to the time we 
started to lift out, it couldn't 
have been more than 30 sec­
onds. " 

Wounded Pair 
DA NANG-Two Vietnamese 

women appeared at the gate of 
Combined Action Platoon D·6 
recently, seeking treatment for 
wounds c a use d by a hand 
grenade. 

As they were being treated 
they told how a Viet Cong stood 
guard outside their home while 
two others took a nap inside. 

At daybreak the guard went 
into the hut to wake up his 
friends. 

As he entered the hut, he 
stumbled and a grenade fell 
from his belt and detonated. 
wounding the two women and 
killing one of the VC. 

NOTE: Fold pap.r three time., .ecure edge. with 

Staple or Tape and mail home. Ruggecl Country lor Helicopters 
Leathernecks .of thf! 1st Bn:, Seventh Marines. move through thick brush after getting 
0tf a 1st Manne Aircraft Wing Sea Knight heheopler dunng the first day of an opera­
tlOn July 27 west of Da Nang_ (Photo by: SSgt, Bill Brown) 12 SEA TIGER 


