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Advisor Earns DSC' 
For Aclion In Della 

By SFC Ed MacKay USA 
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Saigon - A soft-spoken Army se"geanl has received the nation's second 
highest award for valor in tribute to his actions last July while assigned as an. 
advisor to a Vietnamese Arm)' Hanger hallalion. 

SSgt. Rodney J. Wij •• of presented the Di,ti"Rui,hed Westmoreland. commander' 
.5aJ... AuLV1HO, Tc:x., W04S Servl .... e Crobs by Gtll. w.e. of U.S. Military Assistance: 

President Visits 
Cam Ranh Bay 

Prmdcnt Lyndon B. John­
.,0 took time out from a 
busy 8Chedule in Manila on 
,oct. 26 to make a secret trip 
(0 Cam Ranb Bay. The Pres­
ident ",as to address a U.S. 
Embassy delegation following 
• flight from the Island of Cor­
.egidor. 'However. speculation 
flew afound Manila when they 
discovered the Presidential 
jet. 'had Ileft Manila Inter­
national Airport. For two 
bours there was a complete 
bJa,ckout on the President until 
word was receIved that the 
President ·.,as at Cam Ranh 
Bay. 

D ........ g .an .addr... to 
the off.lcer •• and airmen at 
the massly. bale the Pres· 
.d ... t olHlo,unced he WQS 

awar<llng the Distinguish­
ed S.rylce Medal to Gen. 
w.e. W •• tmoreland, com­
ma ..... '. U.S. 'oree. VI.t. 
nam. We plAned the award 
on the gener,a. while hun­
dr.ds of •• I\¥lcemen look ... 
.d on. 

During his brief speech the 
Commander-in-Ohlef praised 
General W tStmor"land and 
also praised the American 
fighting man in ;oq"'tnam. 

The President said he 
was proud of tloe fighting 
American and he assstJced 
the troops that the American 
people are with him in his 
feeung •• 

AWARDED - Gen. W. C. Westmoreland congralulares SSgl. Rudney J. 
p"senting him with the Distingished Service Cross. (MACV Photo) 

WiJas after 

Patrol Choppers, 
To Uncover Viet 

Boats 
Cong 

Combine 
In Delta 

Cao Lanh (IV Corps 10) - Many arens of the flooded Mekong Delta have 
made it almost impossible to run ground operations hecause of the depth of the 
water. One such area is Kien Pbong Province. which was completely flooded 
and covered with water anywhere from one to 20 feet deep. 

During the worst of the 
flood, however, one of the 
most successful operations in 
more T h1n a year in this area 
was completed and the VC lost 
96 killed. Of I I I suspects 
captured, 103 were confirmed 
Viet Congo 

liThe method and means 
"," ,''W!,$I,,':1 were rather .trange and 

not conventional, but they 
; sur. were eN.cllve," laid 

Mal. Charle. Chamberlain 
of San Rafael, Calif .• 
deputy .enlor advisor for 
Klen Phong Proylnee. 

The #'method" was a few 
atmed choppers along with 
a few sUcks (troop carrying 
choppers) both of the 13th 
Aviation Battalion. boats of 
the river assault group, river 
patrol boall> (PBRs). Army 
and Air Force forward air 
control planes and "Sea 
Wolfs," Navy armed chop­
pers. 

MONITORr-A Vi,t Cant armor plated sampan is inspected by SFC James Talley fin sampan) 
lJIItl SS". R'lIinald Patterson. It was captured in K .. n Phong Province. (MACV PM/a) 

The "means" consisted of 
stveral M-79 grenade laun-

See Choppers •.. 
P. 9. Col. I 

Command, Vietnam. 
Wijas also was awarded tht 

oak leaf cluster (the seoond 
award) to the Bronze Star 
Medal for an .earlier act of 
valor with the unit he has 
been serving with as an ad~ 
visor the past 14 months • 

Th. former paratrooper, 
who volunteered for .er .. 
vice In Vietnam from an 
a."gnmen' In Germany, 
also wear. the Sliver Star, 
the Purple Heart - for 
wound. received In the 
action that earned him 
the DSC - and has been 
awarded the- Cross of Gal .. 
lantry on 'hree occasions 
by the VIetnamese Army. 

The action that earned 
WJj.s the DSC occurred July 
5 when his unit, the 43rd 
Ranger Battalion, waS moved 
by helicopter to attack a Viet 
Cong position about 20 miles 
southeaH of Vinh Long in 
the Delta area of Vietnam. 

As the Rangers jumped 
from the helicopters, they 
were met with heavy machine 
gun and rifle fire from com­
munist positions. Several 
Rangers wefe wounded and 
Wija. disregarded the enemy 
fire to give them first aid. 
Later, after he bad advised 
the Rangers to move to a 
location that afforded some 
protection, he returned to 
make sure all tb. wounded 
had also been moved to tbt 
position. 

Seemg that an attack on 
the enemy positions was 
about to falter, Wijas jumped 
into the lead, personally 
killing one Viet Cong with, 
his .45 cal. pistol before ht 
was seriously wounded by 
an enemy grenade. 

F rag m • " t s from the­
grenada blast pierced hi .. 
chest. and collapsed on .. 
of hi. lung., but Wllo •. re­
fused medical attention 
and "ayed In a position 
that expo.ed him to fur­
the, enemy fl,e while he 
dlre.ted aIr .trlkes on the 
enemy pa.ltlon •• 

His actions encouraged the 
Rangers and enahled them to 
overrun the communist posi. 
tions. inflicting heavy casu­
alties. ' 

Wijas entered the Army in 
1960 and was with the 10 I st 
Airborne Division at Fort 
Campbell. Ky •• before going 
to Germany with an airborne 
battalion of the 8th Infantry 
Dlvi;lon. He was in Ger­
many 10 months before be 
volunteered for Vietnam. 
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------ EDITORIAL 

Financial Fitness 
You've been taking part ill a "physicul fitness" 

program for some time now and feel pretty good 
about it. Right? Then how about taking part in an· 
other program that will make both you and your 
8aving3 account feel good. Cull it the "financial 
fitness" program. 

Americans are great ones for the use of cliche •. 
When a serviceman meets n buddy and asks "what's 
doing?" he may get an answer like "don't take any 
wooden nickels." An empty answer. But if his pal 
says something like "save your money," he's giving 
just about the most friendly ad vice possible. 

A REMINDER- Deadline for sending air truJil Christma. 
tifu from Vietnam i. Dec. 10. Mail no ... to QJJO/d tM rw/o/ 

Parades, Games, Music 
To Mark VN National Day 
s~lgon (MACV) - South Vietnam will celebrate 

Nahonal Day Nov. 1. The day will be a holiday 

observed with parades and 

L.....::-:-~--:-:---:-: ...... ~_ .... _10_%..:..-o _OVf_R_~E_A.:...S..:..:SA_V_IN....:'S:...J ~~~o!::.ities throughout 

Benjamin Franklin once wrote III a letter that Plans for National Day 
"nothing is certain hut death and taxes." True include a large parade In 
enough. Bnt there's nothing you can be more cer- Saigon in whi~ units of the 
tain of than that ten per cent interest you receive in Armed Forces, the Regional 
the new Overseas Savings Program which President and Popular Forces, the 
Johnson put into effect. You don't have to use a Revolutionary Development 
slide rule or be a mathematician to know that for cadres and other organlza· 

tions will participate. 
every dollar you get ten cents more, for every five, 
it' .. fifty cents more, for every ten it's a dollar more, Public entertainment pro­
all part of the "financial fitness" programl While grams inc Iud i n g sports, 
you're working for your country, make your dollars games, fireworks, torchlight 
work for you. Look into the new Uniformed Service. processions and musical pro-

d 
grams are scheduled for the 

Savings program an get into the habit of "owing 
the bank" every payday. capital and all the provinces. 

Or, make it easy on yourself. Have your dollars The day marks the third 
anniversary of the downfall 

deducted before you see them. Each payday, make of the Diem regime which 
believe you're paying on a deht. Sort of "owing the was overthrown by a mllitary 
bank." That's the way to become financially fit. coup In 1963. 

(AFNB) 

Court Metes life 
To USARV Soldier 
In Murder Charge 
Tan Son Nhut (UsAII.V) 

- PFC Wallace E. Fra%ier, 
Headquarters Company, U.S. 
rumy Vietnam (USARV), 
has been tried by general 
court· martial and found 
guilty of murder. 

The soldier was convicted 
of fatally shooting a Viet­
namese woman in Saigon 
Sept. I. He has been sentenced 
to dishonorable discharge, 
total forfeiture of all pay and 
allowances, reduction to the 
lowest enlisted grade and con· 
finement at hatd labor for life. 

Private Fratier'. sentence 
was adjudged at USARV 
headquarters Oct. 20. 
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The official insignia for 
the Free World Forces Viet­
nam is a dark green shield 

.UE WORLD FORCI. 

bordered In white and a light 
green globe in the center. 
The upraised white sword 
bordered In green crosses a 
yellow strand with red stripes 
at the top. 

Yellow and red are the 
Vietnam colors and symbolli:e 
Vietnamese sovereignty. The 
clark green alludes to the 
jungles of Vietnam and the 
light green to the young 
rice In the paddles, the 
primary areas In which the 
war to preserve the Republic 
of Vietnam 111 being waged. 

The globe represents the 
entire free world from whence 
comes the assistance to repel 
aggression and the uprat.ed 
sword is the symbol of mill· 
cary might by which the free 
world wUl defend this sov •• 
reigrl nation. 

u.s. Personnel 
Get Warning; 
Avoid Crowds 

Saigon (MACV) _ Milt. 
tary Pollee authodtf ... s .n. 
Headquarters, Mllitarv As­
sistance Command Vietnam 
have issued new warnings to 
U.S. personnel to avoid , 'Oll_ 

gregatlng on streets and In 
other p!lpllc pl~s. 

Military Police have b .... 
directed to break up garbering_ 
at bus S10P! and places w ber. 
groups may congregate. 

'.raonnel are advls •• 
to walt Indoors for bu ••• 
or to Ipread out. 

The reminder to avoid 
grouping in publlc came aftet 
two separate incidents 01 
explosives were detonated la 
downtown S a i g 0 n. The 
Incidents were blamed on VC 
terrorists who have directed 
attacks at similar tarlee. 
before. 

Military Police "arned 
that any regular public 
gathering place could be tIM 
target of an attack. 

Two's a crowd - threet. 
• ttarget. 

C a I i for n i a City 
Adopts Vung Tau 

Vung Tau (USA) - The 
California city of Eureka, i. 
now united with thi~ city tl\ 
a common effort to pool n.~ 
tional spirit while builli1nw 
democracy and fightin$l o lm · 
munl~m. 

More than 500 Vi~tnilme3P 
and Americans gathered here 
to celebrate tbe adoption of 
V ung Tau by Eureka as 0 

sister city. 

Tha prolect, Inltlatad by 
5FC A. C. F.othlngham of 
Eureka, formerly a mem .. 
be. of Vung Tau Sub-A._. 
was more than a yea, I" 
tha making. 

On his return to Eureka 
• from IWo assignment here, 
Frothingham and Mayor Fre" 
F. Thevenln began corres­
pondlug with Ho Nhut Quan, 
mayor of Vung Tau. Folio­
wine the agreement to adopt 
Vung Tau as a sister city 
gifts Were collected by Eure"~ 
citizen. and sent to VUIII 
Tau. 

Silta. City prolae'. 
such as that promoted 
In Eureka, Calif.. are 
no longer considered 
advl.able because of 
'he requirement to 
me.t military tranlpor­
tatlon ne.d. el •• wh.re. 
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Seabee Paymaster 
Has Rugged Route 

Da Nang (USN)- Ask any Seabee, soldier, marine 
or other military man in Vietnam, what he looks 
forward to most besides the day to "go home" and 
his answer will more than likely be, M and M. What 
is M and M? No, it's not the candy, hut mail and 
money. 

Troopers Uncover 
Viet Cong Cache 

Tay Ninh (USA) _ On 
a successful search and destroy 
mission the 196th Light 
Infantry Brigade's 2nd Batta­
lion, I st Infantry, found and 
evacuated some 75 tons of 
ric<, 4,750 pounds of salf and 
destroyed an additional 15 
tons of contaminated rice. 

The IS6th troops were 
aided by ARVN soldiers who 
were called in to haul the 
rice out of the Boi Loi Woods, 
25 miles from the 196th 
Brigade's Tay Ninh base 
camp. 

New APO Number 
For Hq MACV 
Saigon- The APO num­

ber for Headquarters, Mili­
tary Assistance Command 
Vietnam (MACV) will change 
on - Nov. I from APO 9624 j 
to APO 96222, the MACV 
adjutant general announced 
this week. 

The change will affect 
off.cial and personal mail 
for MAC V Headquarters 
only. 

The new APO ' will elim­
inate the need for interme­
diate settings of mail addres­
sed to activities and person­
nel of the headquarters. 

Personnel should notify cor­
respondents of the change as 
loon as possible. 

In the days of the "wild 
west," paymasters travelled 
through dangerous territory 
to hold payday. Even thougb 
the means of travel bave 
cbanged, the role of pay­
masters then and now remains 
the s.me. 

Once or twice a month, 
military paymaster., who 
often double a. mailmen, 
now travel through lecur­
ed and unsecured areas 
of Vietnam to deliver the 
two M'I. One of these 
comblnotlon paymaoter­
mailmen I. Navy Lt. «g) 
Henry A. Vroman, who II, 
oddly enough, from De­
posit, New York. 

Mobile Construction Batta­
lion·6 has detachments in 
widely-scattered areas, so 
each payday V roman packs 
his bag witb money and, sup­
ported by Seabee guards, 
begins his 36-hour trip down 
dusty, muddy and often sni· 
per infested roads to pay the 
men. On each trip, he also 
carries mail. 

The area around An HOG 
10 reportedly heavily In­
fe.ted with Viet Cong, and 
a few hours before .he 

r.aymaster arrived on his 
aot trip, m .rlneo killed 

or captured more than 
100 of the enemy. 

.If mail and money, or 
vice versa are two of the 
most wanted items by the 
"fighting man" in Vietnam, 
then Li~utenant V roman, and 
other military paymaster_ 
mailmen like him, are trying 
to make sure that members 
of their particular unit get 
plenty of both. 
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TWO ARMIES JOIN IN FESTIVAL - Maj. Gen. L. Nguyen Khang (right) command­
ing general, III Corps Tactical Zone, and hi' advisor, Col. Arndt L. Murller, deputy 
.. nior advisor for III Corps, look over the tons of food, clothing, candy and I'Ys given II) 
more than 2,000 Vietnamese Army families to help them celebrate Tef Trullg Thu, th, 
Mid Autumn Festival. (Photo by Sp5 Daniel Stanton, USA) 

III Corps 

ARVN Dependents Enjoy 
Mid-Autumn Festival 

Bien Hoa (Ill Corps IO)-Every year at this time a holiday comes to the 
Vietnamese children which mixes what Americans think of as Christmas and 
Halloween. It is called Tel Trung Thu, the Mid-Autumn Festival. This year the 
festival was made a major event by the participation of the United States 
Army, the Central Sponsorship Association and Dependents Sponsorship As­
sociation, bolh Vietnamese women's groups. 

In a ceremony headed by 
Mrs. Thieu, wife of the Chief 
of State of the Republic of 
Vietnam, more than 2,000 
families of Vietnamese soldiers 

were given rice, cooking oil, 
clothing, toothpaste and milk. 
The soldiers' children were 
given candy, cookies and tra­
ditional festival lanterns. 

Once Served As EM 
Now Commands Unit 
Tay Ninh, (U S A)-

Specialist 
'Repairs' 

At Pleiku Hospital 
Tbe origin of the mld­

autumn festival dates back 
to the Doung Dynasty 
when, according to lagend, 
the king and queen and a 
party of beautiful harem 
girls prOfiting from 'he 
good weather and full 
moon one night, traveled 
to the moon. There they 
attended a celestial party 
given by the queen of 'he 
moon. Mooncakes, made 
of lugar and flower, tea 
and other delicacies were 
served. Everyone at the 
party carried a colorful 
paper lantern to light the 
way. 

"I don't think too many 
people can be as lucky as I," 
says Capt. Antonio Sola of 
Puerto Rico, a company 
commander with the 196th 
Light Infantry Brigade, 25th 
Infantry Division. 

Man's Injured Hand 
Pleiku (USA).,... More than three hours of surgery meant lhe difference between 

a hand he could use and five fingers dangling from his wrist for an Army cook 
brought to the 18th Surgical Hospital near here. 

He had cut his fingers, also required equal car.," 
severing both pairs of nerves Captain Brown explained. 
and tendons in each. Fortu- "Although the tendon Is 
nately for him one of the about three times ao thick 
skilled surgeons at the unique as the nerva, about four 
U.S. Army medical facility mlilimete.. In diameter, 
specializes in surgery of the If not handled very care­
hand, a relatively new field. fully It can be easily da-

maged merely by holding 
Wearing magnifying glas- It with a pair of forceps. 

ses, Capt. Sheldon C. Brown 
of Philadelphia, rep air e d 
the fingers. The delicate sur­
gery required sewing -the 
severed nerves-the diameter 
of a thin lead pencil-with 
suture s the thickness of a 
hair. 

IIWork on the tendons 

An orthopedic surgeon 
who studied extensively in 
hand surgery, Captain Brown 
is one of the 1 7 specialists 
in different types of surgery 
at the 18th Hospital, the 
only unit of its type and 
only Army hospital west of 

An Khe in the Central High­
lands. 

Like the other doctors, 
he credits the Ipeed of 
evacuation - by "Dultoft" 
helicopter-from the bat­
tle area to the hospital 
with Increasing the wound­
ed soldier's chall'" f. 
recovery. 

The opportunity to treat 
tbe wounded soldier speedily 
minimizes possibility of in_ 
fection and need for additi­
onal surgery. Most patients 
are on their way to an evac­
uation hospital within 48 
hours after arrival and sur­
gery at the 18th. 

After the party, when the 
king had returned to earth, 
he proclaimed that a mid­
autumn festival would be cele­
brated each year to comme­
morate his visit to the moon. 
Today, Tet Thung Thu is 
essentially a children's holi­
day and all the children 
are given mooncakes, candy 
and a lantern. 

The captain was referring 
to Company D of the 31 st 
Infantry, a unit be fought 
with in Korea and now com­
mands. 

Following his tour in 
Korea the then Sergeant Sola 
was assigned successively to 
the 82nd Airborne Division 
and the 10 I st Airborne Div­
ision. In 1958, he graduated 
from Officer Can did ate 
School. 

Captain Sola received his 
first Combat Infantryman 
Badge in Korea. He has been 
given the second award at 
Tay Ninh. 
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TIN ROOF - USAID supplied materials in the hand, 
of men with a community spirit will provide for the 
homeless at Dia Lac 

Story By PFC Andy Barylski 
Staff Writer, USA 

Photos By Sp4 Ray Gardner 
Staff Photographer, USA 
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HARD AT WORK - Given the tools and materials with which to begin, most of the 
people in refugee centers like Dia Lac will do the rest themselves 

'R&R' Has Double Meaning 
For Troops In Vietnam 

Dia Loc - To the average 
American serviceman in Viet­
nam, Rand R means rest 
and recuperation-a five-day 
respite froID the rigors at-war. 

To the men of the 29th 
Civil Affairs Company, Rand 
R has another meaning, relief 
and rehabilitation for the 
thousands of refugees within 
the northern provinces of this 

war-torn country. 
It's no five .. day vacation, 

rather 11t4 , a round .. the .. 
clock tGlik for these ex .. 
perts In rOlettlement who 
are using thel, skills as a 
liaison force between U.S. 
and Free World force 
agencies, the 3rd Marine 
Amphibious Force and the 
Government 0' Vietnam. 

Military operations ,and 

communist terrorism have 
left some 250,000 persons 
homeless in I Corps. In Dia 
Loe and in other refugee 
centers, these people ate 
finding new homes-tempo­
rary ones-which will serve 
until they can rebuild their 
old homes. 

Vietnamese officials, as ... 
slsted by USAID represent­
atives, give a helping hand 
to these people, housln. 
them III temporary shelt­
ers built In many Instance. 
by the refugees them­
selves, until they can re .. 
turn In safety to their 
own rebuilt hamlets and 
villages. 

Lumber, nails and tin tGl 
fashion these new dwellings 
ase provided by USAID, as 
is the food they need until 
they can begin raising their 
own crops. 

Returning these peopl. 
to the same area they 
lived In before I. the key 
to resettlement, according 
to a spokesman for the 
29th CIvil AffaIrs Com­
pany, aSSigned to 3rd 
MAF. 

While the 29th does not 
work with the refugees, the 
liaison it is providittg between 
U.S. and Vietnamese govern­
ment agencies is a task 
equally as import.lnt. 

As Gen. Wallace Greene, 
commandant of the Marine 
Corps, put it, ttUnless the 
people are rehabilitated and 
reorganized, we will not have 
settled the problem that 
brought us here." 

HAPPY HOME - Temporary though it may be, this dwelling is cause for a happy moment for this refugee family 

Everyone in I Corps con­
cerned is now striving, quite 
successfully, to accomplish 
this task. 
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INSPECTION - The girls are taught to display their 
clothing and toys in an orderly fashion, which they are 
proud to ,how off to visitors at the orphanage 

f'" • 

SINGER _ Rev. Thai had the girls sing a song for 
Chaplain Kienitz, prompting him to remark, "I wish I 
could get my children to sing that well" 
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Widow's Contribution 
Goes To Orphanage 

Nha Trang (USA)- "I was hungry and you gave me meat; I was thirsty and 
you gave me drink ... I was naked, and you cloth ed me; I was sick, and you 
visited me; I was in prison, and you came unto me. " 

These might be the words 
that anyone of the children 
of the Evangelical Orphanage 
at Honchong, say daily in 
their prayers. They have all 
been taught these and many 
other scriptures by Rev. 
Le Van Thai, director of the 
orphanage. 

Chaplain (Maj.) John E. 
Kienitz of the 5th Special 

Forces Group at Nha Trang 
recently presented a monetary 
contribution to the orphanage 
from the widow of a Special 
Forces sergeant killed in 
action at A Shau in March. 

Mrs. Billie A. Hall, widow 
of the slain sergeant, sent 
the money in memory of her 
husband. 

The Evangelical Orphan-

age, having celebrated its 
tenth year in t 963, now 
cares for 238 children ranging 
from t 8 months to 16 year! 
of age. 

Story And Photos By 
5th Special Forces 

Group 

DORMITORY _ Rev. Le Van Thai shows Chaplain Kienitz one of the six dormitories 
at the orphanage at Honchong near Nha Trang 

DONATION - CMplam KLenitz donaLes money contributed by Mrs. Billie A. Hall, widow 
of SSgt. Billie A. Hall killed in action at A Shau Special Forces Camp in March 1966. 
Rev. Le Van Thai, director of the Evangelical Orphanage at Honchong near Nha Trang, 
accepts the donation. 



Northstar }{ic)<;11 off. Ammunition for the assault troops is broken out at 
the B team compound 

Ammunition bound for the mountain-top blocking force is airlifted from 
Tay Ninh in a matter of minutes 

ARVN Special Forces tro 

ARVN, Green I 
Tay Nlnh - Ther. was 

no mistaking this objective. 
Thirty two hundred feet high, 
Nul Ba nen (Black Virgin) 
Mountain was, with the 
exception of a f r i end 1 y 

stronghold at its very peak, 
property of the Viet Cong. 

Searching out tbe VC on 
that towering piece of real 
estate f.U to a battalion of 
ARVN Special Forces and 
their American Green Beret 

advisors £ 
Nlnh duri 
day operatl 
star. ArtiU. 
come froD1 
Ligbt Infa. 

With ail 
one compal 
mountain 
security, 1 

and jeep., 
recoilless 
196th pep! 

Lt. Col. Newlin Happersett. 
Ninh Special Forces B tean 

155mm I 



swarm atop Nui Ba Den to bolster friendly positions 
I a sweep from the mountain base 

Rerets Assault Nui Ha-De,D 
to bore in a little deeper" 19 
lUcie unaer the rOc:Ity oIdzts. <if 
the Black Virain-

Capt. Walter Zaremba. Hazl~t. N. J .. . S.3 of th~ Special .Forces 
" team at Tay: NiI41. bnefs p~rtlclpants m o~eration rom nearby Tay 

ag a recent two 
on dubbed North­
:ry support would 
I the U.S. 196th 
ttry Brigade. 

up and down the jaged 
sIopeI. Airstrilla picked up 
the tempo after an bout of 
steady bombardment as fur­
ther preparatioll for a com­
pany-siud sweep from the 
base. 

Photo. By Sp5 C. )ODel, Staff photographer 

(lifted elements of 
.y in place on the 
top for added 
55mm howit~ers 
mounted 106mm 
rifles from the 
lered likely targets 

In the meantime, four I 06 
crews shifted to the east side 
of the mountain and continued 
their direct-fire onslaucht 
there. 

Left without a direction to 
run, the VC could only hope 

lGalinE~sville. Ga., CO of the Tay 
views accuracy of supporting 

~owitzer fire 

Direct-fire l06mm reCOilless riD. fire hammers the face of Nui Ba Den 
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Helicopter is temporarily bogged down in a rice paddy near Ca Mau 

1 
. i 

With one ship on the ground to handle emergencies, a second remains alojt over the 
operational area 

Caught in the prop wash jrom a dustoff heli,opter, ARVN soldiers help evacuate Mekong 
River flood victims 

I 

Oct. 3 •• "66 

Dusto!! arrives moments later but there were no injuries 

~Ships Of Mercy' 
Take Enemy Hits 

Soc Trang _ Ships on 
missions of mercy, according 
to the Genev.a Convention, 
are not to be fired upon by 
either fighting side. Perhaps 
no one is more painfully 
aware of North Vietnam's 
complete disregard for those 
rules than the pilots and 
medics who fly daily with 
the 82nd Medevac Detach­
ment Ildustoff" ships in IV 
Corps. 

then perhaps transport the 
battlefield dead back to their 
homes. 

Mixed with the endless 
variety of assignments is the­
ever-present danger fro m 
enemy fire and since the first 
of the year, the dustoff fleet 
has taken more than 50 hits 
from the enemy. 

ttIt's something different 
each day," remarked an 82nd 
medic. ttyou never know what 
to expect." 

Called on for a variety of 
missions, a dustoff may in a 
single day land under fire in Pointing to a bullethole in 
a rice paddy to bring out the center of the International 
wounded ARVN soldiers and Red Cross emblem on his 
American advisors, then later ship, he added, HI guess 
pick up a sick c h i1 d or Charlie doesn't know what 
pregnant woman to be rushed this stands for. Maybe he 
to the nearest hospital and thinks it's a bullseye." 

Story & Photos By Sp4 B. Halton, Staff Writer 

Downed <horper cranks up and, with pieces of paddy hanging 
from its skids, makes its way home 

• 
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Dragon-Ships Help 
Keep OUIPOSI Alive 

Thanh An (VSAF)_"Leave the fort. Leave now and you will live. Stay until 
the next dark of the moon and you will be killed. No one will be spared." 

NEW HOME - Vietnamese family at Roa Buong 
prepares to move into home built by Seabees. Lumber in 
front of house will furnish home's interior. (USN Photo) 

Villagers' New Homes 
Built By Seabee Unit 

Oa Nang (USN)-Seabees of tbe Mobile Construc­
tion Battalion 11 considered rebuilding 66 homes in 
Hoa Buong a small project, but some jobs cannot 
be measured by board feet or the number of tons 
of cement tha t go into a joh. 

The Vietnamese Popular 
Force men who defend this 
key 0 u t P 0 s t eight miles 
south-southeast of Binh Thuy 
Air Base in the Mekong 
Delta have heard that threat 
often during the past three 
months. At night it is blared 
through a bullhorn by com­
munist forces surrounding 
their fort. 

But more often they've 
seen Air Force AC-47 Dragon­
ships come over at night to 
drive the attackers back into 
their holes. 

When the next no-moon 
period comes the defenders 
of Thanh An will man their 
little tri.ngular fort with 
special alertness, ready if the 
insurgents try another attack. 

The men have their 
wives and children to 
protect, with them In the 
forI at nIght. Th .. threat 
Is dIrected at all. But all 
will see the next dark of 
the moon with more con­
fldenc .. than In the past. 
Three moonless periods 
have gone by sInce the 
communists outside first 
set a deadline to massacre 
Thanh An. 

The fort still stands and 
the jleople still live. 

The homes were destroyed group poured the slabs for They know the Dragon. 
when a plane crashed in the the floors while the other ship are responsible for their 
'village, and the one-acre area group pre-fabricated the struc- survival, and the planes are 
was still smouldering when tureS at Camp Adenir in Da a welcome sight each night. 
the Seabees, with the aid of a Nang. On the other hand, Nguyen 

, group of marines, began The Seab ..... worked se- Van Xuyen probably doesn't 
clearing the site. ven days Q week for three care to see any more of them. 

Now the village has been w .. eks 10 compl .. 'e the The Dragon-ships made him 
b task. They dId th .. outsld .. 

r .. bullt. The Sea ees pour- lose his job. Nguyen Van 
fl work In building the new h 

ed concrete for the oors, homes for the villagers Xuyen was a leader of t e 
erected frames from "two- and then gave the Vletn.. local communist force who 
by-fours" and "one .. by_ amese lumber anel other rashly promised to destroy 
.Ixel" for sIdIng. The roofs materIal. to furnIsh a"d the outpost and kIll the 
are of corrugated alum- partItIon the In t e r lor. people. He was fired because 
'Inum. them ... lve.. he didn't map IOOd his 

The 40 men on the project After all, a man's home is promise. 
·split in two groups. One his castle. Thanh Anh II und .. r fIre 

----------------------
Choppers, Patrol Boats Combine ••• 

(Conl'd from P-l, Col. 4) 

'Chers, several pair of hand­
cuffs, rope ladders and huge 
handmade sheep herders 
hooks, plus a couple of gOod 
'swimmers to man each slick. 

The choppers flew over 
'the flooded area 50 to 75 
feet above the water, 
looking for camou'h'ged 
.sampans or brush areas 
that might conceal a sam­
pan, then hovered over the 
water to check It out. In 
a brush or reed-covered 
area, the down-draft of 
the chopp .. rs blew back 
the reeds that mIght be 
'hIdIng a sampan. 

" 1 pulled back the camou· 
flaged cover on one sam. 
pan," recalled SFC James 
Talley of Carthage, Mo., 

lland we hauled in a VC tax 
collector and his family, with 
documents showing every 
VC in the area, every enemy 
sampan, and the VC village 
and hamlet chiefs." 

Another effective means 
used for finding Viet Cong 
hiding under the water and 
breathing through bamboo 
reeds was simply spotting 
the reeds they were breathing 
through. 

lilt an area looked 
good," said SFC Samuel 
Parrlsher of Tarboro, N.C., 
"we would throw In a few 
rounds from our grenade 
launcher. and tbey would 
come up to the surface 
.haklng th .. lr h .. ad. and 
holdIng th .. lr ears. We 

would IUlt r.ach out wIth 
Our .hepherd hooks and 
haul 'em In like caHlsh." 

"It was like a game of 
hide and seek," said Sp4 
Don Kirschner, of Marlton, 
N.J., "but we did a lot of 
finding." 

uYou might say we are 
sort of elite memhers of fu. 
llhook-and-Iadder tea mt" 
joked Talley. 

One of the most unusual 
finds of the entire operation 
was a sampan with an ar­
mor plated shield built inside 
which could house either a 
heavy machine gun or a re­
coilless rifle. This was the 
first such sampan ever cap­
tured in Kien Phong Prov­
ince. 

every night of the week. and there were people 
Every night, th.. 4th Air livIng too cia •• to allow 
Commando S qua d ron a heavy strike to proceed 
sends one or mOre Dragon- safely. 
shIp. to defend the fort. The Popular Force men 
Al1)ong pilots, Thanh Anh . d f'II' . h h 
Is known as the only tiny tne 1 tng In t e trene es 
village In VI .. tnam wIth Its during the day. At night, the 
own private air force. communists shoveled out the 

The first communist push fill and booby trapped the 
o c Cur red in July. The mounds of earth. Some of 
bullhorns issued the threats the defenders lost their lives 
at night and the firing on as their shovels struck the 
the fort grew more intense mines when they tried to 
as the no· moon per i 0 d refill the trenches. 
approached. It seemed the trenches had 

Four com m u n i s t- built to be hved with. On routine 
t r e n c he s snaked a little nights of terrorist attack, the 
closer to the fort each night. Air Commando unit could 
These trenches are narrow keep the communists pretty 
and zig-zag sharply. A man close to their trenches with 
can't fight in it too effecti- one Dragon-ship. 
vely, but it gets him to where Tonight, as every night, 
the ' fight will occur. When the defenders of Thanh Anh 
completed, the four had been will man rifles in the little 
advanced from jungle -like fort while the neighbors watch 
banana and coconut tree the Dragon-ship overhead 
groves to within 250 yards spit red tracers at the tren­
of the fort. They were about ches.For people at Thanh Anh, 
200 to 400 yards long and it takes the place of television. 
eight feet deep. And everybody is waiting for 

Only a h .. avy air strIke the next dark of the moon, 
could root out the 'nsur- . 
gents when they moved to see If the communists 
Into theIr trenches at nIght will try again. 

fiU Burton volunteered to help move supplies at Cam Ranh Bay 
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11- Vietnam News Wrap"Up -II * 
* U.S. Sailors Donate Blood 

u.s. Navy river patrol boatg evacuated 49 Vietnamese who had 
been wounded ' by the hlast of an enemy claymore in the market * 
place at Tra On !listric!. The victims were taken to Can Tho 
ho~pital and crews from three of the .ix Navy patrol craft and 
other Navy men assigned to lihe Can Tho navy base volunteered * 
blood for the victims. 

Eight patrol boats returned to their bases at Vinh 
My Tbo Oct. 18 after a special operation in areas no 
troops had previously been. 

Tbey took advantage of tbe 
flood - swollen cnnals and 
submerged rice paddies of 
Kien Tuong Province to bunt 
tbe Viet Congo Contact with 
the enemy was light, but more 
than a ton and a balf of VC 
rice was captured and turned 
over to flood victims of the 
area. 

U.S. Strength Increases 
u.s. strength ill country 

in.creased to 336,000 and Free 
World force strength was 
upped to 53,000 during the 
week ending Oct. 22. Estimated 
enemy strengtb has reportedly 
decreased to 279,000 from the 
figure of 284,000 reported last 
week. 

Long and 
other U.S. 

Mho Trong 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

- World News Summary - If 

U.S. Scores Double In Space 
The U.S. scored a double-header in tbe space race Oct. 27 by 

stopping and then restarting the engines of an Atlas Centaur 
rocket and blasting into orbit a Comsat communications satellite. 

The Centaur test was a critical one, preceeding the sending of 
astronauts to the moon. Tbe new communications satellite will 
help pave the way to a communications link in space high above 
the Pacific Ocean. 

Italy Has 'Peace Corps' 
The Italian parliament has approved a bill that allows young 

men to join a type of Italian Peace Corps, rather than serve in 
the armed forces. 

Under the program, a draftee may serve in a developing country 
outside Enrope, without pay. 

Cancer Detection T.st Claimed 
An American researcher claims to have developed a simpl" 

test for the detection of lung cancer. 
Speaking in Tokyo at a meeting of the Nintb International 

Cancer Congress, the doctor, who is on tbe staff of the Anderson 
Hospital and Tumor Institnte of Houston, said his tests can detect 
tbe cancer at a much earlier stage than ever hefore. 

More Rats, More Plague Seen 
The World Health Organization has issued a warning that the 

rat popnlation is increasing and so is the menace of new out­
breaks of the plagne. Combat losses to U.S. forces at week's end was 64 killed and 

396 wounded, while Free World forces had 11 killed and 42 
wounded. The number of enemy killed during the week (1,229) 
increased from tbe previous week, .but the number of enemy 
captured (606) decreased. 

* So far this year, says the U.N. group, 406 cases of plague 
have been reported, with 22 deaths, in areas of Vietnam not * controlled by the Viet Congo Nearly 3,000 cases were reported 
thronghout the world. 

Slain Newsman's Camera Found New York-Moscow Air Link Sought 
A camera that belonged to Sam Casten, senior editor of Look * 

Magazine, who was killed in May during Operation Crazy Horse, 
was found by troops of the 1st Air Cavalry Division in Operation 
Irving. 

The long_stalled U.S.-Soviet Russia agreement for a New York 
to Moscow air line linkup is expected to be revived this weck * barring any last minute diplomatic hitches in the proposed plan. 

During the week ending Oct. 22, the Air Cav. troopers killed 
132 enemy, captured 98 and seized 119 tons of salt, more than 

The U.S. State Department said that no definite date has been 
set as yet for the signing of the pact which bas been a continu­
ing casnalty of the Cold War freezes since trIGO. 11 tons of rice and more tban 170,000 rounds of small arms * 

8lnmunition. Under the proposed agreement Pan American would operate 
direct New York to Moscow service for the U.S. and in return * the Soviet Union would provide Moscow to New York service. 

Troops of the ROJ( Capital Division in Operation Maeng Ho 6 
reported 125 enemy killed and 65 captured during the week. 

I 73rd Airborne Command Post Hit 
An enemy nnit attacked the command post of the 173rd Air­

borne Brigade Oct. 18, using claymores. small arms and grenades. 
In the 15-minute attack, there was light damage to aircraft and 
equipment, and there were light friendly casualties. 

Barges Prime Target In North 
Air Force pilots, striking tbrough heavy overcast skies and 

around thunderstorms, destroyed more than 40 barges and dam­
aged 79 nlong~be coast and inland waterways in the Dong Hoi 
area of North Vietnam. 

Vice President Calls Conference 'Helpful' * Speaking at Pennsylvania University Mnseum in Philadelphia. 
Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey called the ;\IanUa summit 
conference a "helpful one" and said statements hy Vietnam's * Prime Minister Nguyen Cao Ky were particularly reassuring 
becanse he demonstrated be is not inflexible. 

The Vice President said tbe most important product of tbe * conference was its general agreement, but emphasized there was 
nothing concrete to justify optimism fOIl a . peacf settlement il~ 
Vietnam. 

One of the barges had, a large mechanical crane lashed to its * 
deck. Nearby docking facilities also were destroyed. 

Harriman To Bring Results 
To Other Nations 

Of Meet 

Roving U.S. Ambassador W. Averell Harriman has stopped at 
Jakarta on the first leg of a long mission to inform interested 
nations of the results of the Manila conference. 

Navy pilots also hit water-borne cargo traffic. Planes attacked * 
some 500 barges and destroyed or damaged more than 200. Navy 
planes also tore up highways, bridge approaches and railway 
lines. * His travels are expected to take him to numerous capitals. 

including NATO headquarters in Paris, as well as London, Bonn 
and other cities. 

Terrorist Activity Up 
Viet Cong terrorists detonated a claymore mine near the Ky 

Son enlisted men's quarters in Saigon Oct. 17, killing one Amer- * 
iean serviceman and one Vietnamese civilian. Seven U.S. ser­
vicemen and two Vietnamese were wounded. Earlier the same 
day, terrorists threw several grenades into the Phan Rang Beach * 
pnmping station, causing ligbt American casnalties. 

A Viet Cong grenade explosion Oct. 18 in the vicinity of Tien 
:BOQ near Tan Son Nhut air base wounded five Americans. 

Oriskany To Philippines For Repairs 
The carrier OSS Oriskany, crippled by a fire that killed 43 

crew members, is sailing nnder its own power for tbe Philippines 
where she will be repaired. 

The Navy said the carrier will be replaced at Yankee Station * either by the Intrepid or tbe Coral Sea. 
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, f POTtlTE ON f POIlTf II BEETLE BAILEY 

BDITOR'S NOTE-Army Sp5 Bob Vail is rllMing tM SporlI 
Dtsk at AFRT for Bob Kinsman while the "Gunny" is in BtI1Ifkol/; 
I114king arrangrmm/s for COI/uage of the upcomin, kiM a....... 

Sparta of All Sorta 
(luring this time of the year, just about every 

8port is being played. College football, pro football, 
the National Basketball Association, the Nlltionlll 
Hockey League, and Professional Golfers Association, 

You can even see in Viet- the stands, and got In a 
nam five little lads on the helluva argument with the 
aidewalk throwing a rock to guy in front of us on whlcb 
lee who comes closest to the play was ooming up nut. 
line. Thi., for .mayb.e 5 "p.~'. Well, due to the o:>urae 
Anywhere it's a sport. on TV, she outguessed the 

The f.>ll and winter sea- guy every tlme. Women too 
sons back in the States bring are becoming sports fans, and 
abou, the iargest attendance some can tell you the score. 
of sports fans '0 all events. Back In Kansas City, the 
The attendance at one foot- Chiefs ran classes two nights 
ball game, whether it be pro a week for eight weeks, on 
or college, outnumbers the offense, defense, plays, 1-
attendance at three baseball formatlons, split T's, end 
cames in a row. arouncls, traps, and you name 

Last Sunday, lome i 
83,000 people wltnelled t. 
!..he Cleveland Bra w n s, We're In favor of this. 
"alias Cowboys game In Everyone should at least be 
Cloveland. This I. a record Interested In a sport, even If 
attendance for one game they don't play It. 
In the NfL. 

People are becoming avid Some .port. ia ahert I 

sports fans. A tennis ahIbltion match 
Some pro clubs back in will be held at the Saigon I 

the States are forming In- Tennis Club, between Amerl­
.tructional classes for house- can and Vietnamese tettnIs 
wives. My wife witnessed players at 4 p.m. Nov. 1. No 
one sucb show on 'elevision, admission will be cbarged. 
and by the end of the show, Featured are two singles and 
.he knew whicb way the play one doubles matches. The 
was going to go. She ended Vietnamese players In the 
up with a 95 on the test. matches will be those goIna 

A week later, we .aw the to the AsIan Games, so If 
Denver Broncos play the New you're a tennis fan, cbeclo 
'lark Jets. She and I sat In Into the tennis matches. 

_ ......... r-r. 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 

ACR~ 

1-Rowe,.. 
C.s.Jr.1C1iI ttnid 

ll-Buy back 
12·B'ilnnlnc 
14-C.ntury plu& 
IS-W,1rd 
17·Pronoun 
la·Equallty 
JI&p.lrlta 
2o-M,n', 

nlCkn'm. 
11 ·Prortoun 
22-Moun"'n "' ... 
23·fer,1 
24·01'p't:lp' 
26-Coontry of 

Bti.ilh ~ ... 
27·DlfflcuH: 
28-flU. 
29'W"1n 7\.In, 
Il·Mixod 
... Un ... ..--
35·s.e,nse, 
S6·B.holdi 
'NI~1I 
31J-Sfal'l1P 
,n-I.atp \nell 
.cO,SYmbol for 

cerium 
41-DeMon 
42.Yups1IY , .. d" 
43·AneJent JewJsh ....... 
"!·Rubber_ 

pond! 
.'·Fork Pf'IIIII ........... 

.-.. 
I·TeIl 
a..-... 

.·BbMpoto 
4-C<IIi ......... 

(.bbr.) 
I15.SOImlrcW 

, '·C1asaifloo 7_" 
d_ 

a.cnmot 
'·Kln, of II.uAan 

lCMJIle 
U·Swttt 
13·Wart!S 
16·S ........ ' 
19-Coupl .. 
20-W.u IU 
22-B."" 
f3.Notlff .... 

.eIY""" 
25-N.p 

,'tS.H .. 
I 28.Sllm 
( 29·Palr 
i 3()'Mod urMUII 
al·Edlble teed 
82·Puff.d up 
al-Glv.r of 1m 
SS.Libe",t., . 

"'Climb'", ...... 
Ig·CI.mp!n& 

deyle. 
.. l·Marsh 
42·Label 
44-Sp.nlsh far 

.'r-'" 
46-Sun pel 

145 •• 

I" 
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PEANUTS 
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• 

BY MORT WALKER I 

By Cartoonist-Or-The-Year Charles M. Schulz 1 
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'Golden Dragon' Unit 
Adopts Montagnards 

P'elku (USA)-The lst Battalion, 14th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division, 
adopted the Montagnard village of Plei Yt. 

has 

When the 14th Infantry using the sand to fl11 in a toots for the villagers. 
"'Golden Dragons" moved swampy area near their water 
iato an area of operations point. 
.. ear the village, Lt. Col. Chaplain (Maj.) Michael 
Gilbert Procter Jr., battalion Filip arrived one morning with 
commander, decided it would several boxes of clothes, soap 
fi>e a good idea to show the and other useful items. These 
.. iUagers that the Alticricans items were taken into the 
were better friends than the village and distributed. 
Viet Congo Capt. Richard H. 8eal 

P.avldlng an ad.quat. mixed a I a r 9 e vat 0 f 
wa'.r syst.m waf the strawberry and cherry flo­
·"numb.r one" prolect for vored kool-ald for 'he vll­
th. "th Inf. Dlv. unit. Th. lagars. Hag 0 t savaral 
"lIle9.r. w.r. building on. weird look., but the vII. 
Itut work on the purlflca- lagers soon dllcovered the 
.. 10ft system was golf'g .tronS8 drink mix ta.,ed 
.Iow b.cau.. the sand d 
.od ta be car, led In .mo" goo. 
bo,ket. by the people. The men of the "Golde" 

The men of Battery B, 2nd Dragons" also procured several 
Battalion, 9th Artillery, vol. IOO-pound bags of wheat, 
_teered the .. se of a truck three rolls of blanket mate­
for hauling the sand. rial, several cases of soybean 

The vilbgers pItched in, oil and a large bundle of hand 

Eyery day for two w •• k, 
a team of medics 'reated 
the villagers and th • 
eHects began to show. 
Soap WOI curing· skin lor •• 
and the other medlcatlonl 
war. clearing up numerou • 
other Infection I. 

The day before the "Golden 
Dr ago n s" left the area r 

the village chief and three of 
his men were invited to have 
supper with the American 
officers. 

As they moved to another 
landing zone, they saw that 
their civic action had done 
some good. The villagers were 
at work erecting a sign at the 
entrance to Plei Yt which rcad 
"Friends of the I st Battalion, 
14th Infantry." 

EYE DROPS - Lt. lArry A. CaS/ignelo, a civil affairs officer wilh the 3rd Brigad., 
15th Infanlry Division, applies eye drop' 10 Ireal an eye infection during a recent ,ick call 
""""",d in a Montagnard village in Ihe central highland,. (USA Photo) 

'", .. " ~, 

iI THE OBSERVER Home } * (Dcau not meet requirement. for "free" mail.) 

From: 

PX Stocks 
More Goods 

Saigon (MACV)-A 50 per 
cent increase in the amount of 
foreign-made merchandise on 
sale in Post and Base Ex­
changes here was announced 
this week by Col Jack C. 
Ice, Vietnam Regional Ex· 
change commander. 

Pl._ Stamp 
H.r. 

(II een.11 AIrmail) 
(10 caola I.' clan) 

TO: The off.shore procurement 
authorization of $10 per man 
per month has been increased 
to S 15. This means that the 
PX now can buy half again 
as many of such items as 
electronic equipment, cameras 
and watches. 

Oct. 31. 1%6 

TAKES A BREAK - Mail nev .. com., often enough for 
an American ,oldier in Vietnam. Mail call olfer, a brief 
.. cape from IIIar 10 Ihe IhiM' at home, for Sp4 lames R. 
belh,l of Holland, Ohio. (USA Photo) 

USAF Sgt. Keeps Snakes 
Cleaned Out Of Hunkers 

Blnh Thu, (USAF) - Air Force TSgt. Adrien H. 
Arens, of Applelon, Wis., is a disaster conlrol lech­
nician, who ordinarily is concerned with we~pon 
accidents and building bunkers. The disasler Arens 
is mosl anxious to conlrol, or betler yel, avoid, is 
the possibility of stepping on a cobra. 

Part of his responsibility 
Is cleaning out various Viet· 
namese wildlife from the 
bunkers. "It does no good to 
leap Into a bunker to escape 
a communist attack and. land 
right on top of a deadly 
cobra or krait," be says. EVict­
ing them keeps Aren. busy, 
poking around with a flash­
light in cramped areas. 

"We had a lot of snakes 
recently," say' Arens, "the 
rivers were r'slng and 
flushing them aut of the 
low place •• Our nice, dry 
bun k e.. looked real 
tempting to them. Some 
were cobras, but we got 
all typa •• Found thl. one 
big blue kind of onake -
we'r. nol lur. what 't Is.'" 

He usually gives the snakes 
to the Binh Thuy dispensary, 
where they are displayed to 
instruct airmen to identify 
the poisonous ones. If they 
are found by the Vietnamese 
workmen, who repair and 
rebuild the bunkers under his 
direction, the snakes disap. 
peat. 

The poisonoul on •• are 
chopped up and hurriedly 
bur I • d.. NonpOisonous, 
edible .nak •• are pocket­
ed and laken hom., a lort 

of fringe benefit tor the 
men on the lob, Arens 
points out. 

The spiders, rat 9 and 
snakes are part of a local 
balance of nature Arens 
breaks up to make the bun­
ker. safe. The rats enter the 
bunker. to eat spiders. The 
snakes come in to dine on 
rats. 

Arens spra ys polson on 
the spider webs wbich kills 
the egg.. It also makes the 
spider a poisonous item of 
rat diet. At the same time, 
Arens has developed a terrier. 
like understanding of rat and 
snake holes and tho latter 
get dug up and their occup­
ants routed toward the pickle 
jar in tbe dispensary. 

Considering their nature, 
Arens pursues his d uti e • 
with remarkable cheerfulness. 
He does draw a line, though. 
In the nearby city of Can 
Tho there is a 3D-foot python 
on display. "If I ever walk 
into a bunker and find his 
big brother wai ting for me," 
says Arens. "I might just go 
over to personnel office and 
ask to be trained into some 
other line of work." 


