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~~S. Tru,s A War ·l, It' 

BEFORE THE JUMP - Standing on a jeep, Lieutenant Colonel.Robert H •. Sigholtz, Springfield, Va., commander of tllB 

2nd Battalion, ~03rd Infantry, 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate), brllj. hi, men pnor to tllB combat lUmp they lII.re 

to conduct in War Zone C darin, OpITation Jv.mtion City. (USA Photo) 

MED£APTeam 
Keeps Busy 
In Bac Lieu 

lee: Lieu (MACV)- With 
auIous looks etched in their 
faces, the people .tood by the 
muddy riv .. , some on crutch­
• and odwa led by their 
g'" n ... _ o6tIIc 
river rippled and turned, the 
medical un i t of Advisory 
Tam SI at Bac Lieu began 
another Medical Civic Action 
Pro&ram (MEDCAP). 

MEDCAP team. treated the 
)IOIIItg, middle-ag.d and the old. 

Ir-;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; First In Vietnam ;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~.=---"'I 

IHE 
Published Weekly For U.S. Fore .. III Vlefnam 

(CircuJetioa: 73.0(0) 

Vol. V, No. 44 SAlOON, VIETNAM March. 6, 1967 

Allied Forces Stop Viet Cong, 
ClOG Troops Head Operation 

Ha Thanh (USA) - A 
four-day search and destroy 
operat ion was conducted 
recently in ,he surrounding 

I area of H. Thanb, the Special 
Forces A D.ta<.hment "fight­
ing camp." 

The mission was a joint 
effort performed by Civilian 
Irregular Defense Group 
(ClOG) troops from Ha 
Tbanh, U.s. Marines, Re­
public of Korea (ROK) Ma­
rines and Vietnamese Rangers. 

in wblch Viet Cong ..... 
attempting to cross the Sonl 
Tra Khuc RIver. 

Refugee. Moved 
During the same operation, 

the ClOG unita moved 900 
refugees from Viet Cong 
control to refuge. villages 
located near thelT camp area. 
While doing tbis, they captur­
ed 140,000 pounds of rice. 
All this was accomplished 
with no friendly casualties to 
ClOG uolts. 

The mission of the ClOG 
troop. and their Special 
Forces advisors is to keep 
"Charlie" on the run by 
continuous sweep and destroy 
op .. ations, combat patrols, 
ambushes and diligent 
searches of the surroundIng 
area. 

The successful accomplish. 
ment of thelr mi iSion gives 
protection and security to 
refugees iocated in several 
villages in tbe immediate 

(See CIDG Troops Pg ·12, Col.4) 

First COIIIRt Julip . 
Since Inn Warl 
Begins Operatiol, 

Sallon ~M"C")-lD the 
first Am .. ican ' ombat jump 
lince th~ Korean War, the 
2nd BattaHon, S03rd Infan­
try Task Force of the l73rd 
Airborne Brigade made a 
parachute assault on War 
Zone "C" in Tay Ninh pro­
vince u. begin Operation 
Junction City Feb 22. This 
is the Iarg •• t operation of 
the Vietnam War to date. 

Brigadi.r Genesal John R. 
Deane, Jr., command.. of 
the I 73rd, and Lieutenant 
Colon.1 Robert H. Sigholt%, 
2nd Battallon, Commander, 
were the first of approxi­

' mately 780 paratroop .. s to 
hit the silk above drop %Cne 
"CharUe." They j u fa p e d 
from I 3 U.S. AIr Force 
C-130s. 

Participating in the sweep 
were elements of the 1st In­
fantry Division, 9th Infantry 
Division, 2Sth Infantry DI­
vision, 4th Infantry Division, 
196th Infantry B r II a d e, 
I 73rd AIrborn. Bripde and 
the 11 th Armored Cavalry 
Rqiment, under operational 
control of U PPORCEV and 
supported by the 7m Air 
Force aDd the Army's 12th 
Combat Aviation Group. 

B-52 strikes, tactical air 
sorties and last-minute gun­
ship support softened up the 
drop Zone prior to the as­
sault. Tbe only resistance 
the paratroopers met in the 
drop zone was light sniper 
fire. 

Upon hitting the ground, 
A Company rallied and de­
ployed Into the woodline, 
where they made immediate 

(See Junction Citg Pg.-12,Col.') 

Aided by a Military Provin­
cial Health Aui.tanCt Program 
(MILPHAP) doctor and 
nurs., the team staffed by 
an Am.rican and Vletname.e 
doctor and four m.dic. treated 
case. raDji,inl fr 0 m skin 
dise.... to respiratory ali­
ments. , 

Supported by allied artil­
lery, the CIDG companies, 
who are tramod and led by 
the Vietnam.se Special Forces 
and advised by the U.S. 
Army Special Force. troopers 

ARVN Families Benefit From Gift 

While the doctors listened 
for traces of pneumonia with 
stethescopes, the medics filled 
pr.scriptions and the day'. 
operation Increased to a 
drugstore rush hour pace. 

Workinll on the "big team 
concept" - an American 
doctor p .. formiDji, the mission 
with his counterpart - the 
team holds four MEDCAP's 
• week. 

Advisory team S I ia an 
attached unit of the ARVN 
21st lDfaatry Division. 

of the 5th SpeCIal Porces Special To The Ob'truer 

Group, killed 22 Viet ,Cong SalICIn (MACV) _ The 

while slnkmg eight sampans morale of a soldier is the key 

'111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111:;' factnr in his performance 

~_. Dong Ha Marine ~= while on the batti. fI.ld. 
It is a known factor that 

i Smells Out Enemy ~_ the main worry of the Re-

memb.rs of the Free World 
Military Assistance head· 

public of Vietnam Armed 

~ Doni H a (USMC) -~ Forc ... (RVNAF) soldier lies 

~Lance Corporal WarrenE not In the f.eld, but at hom. 

~ Hatcher's great.,t asset in ~ where his family patiently 

EVietnam is his nose. HeSi awaits his r.turn. If h. could 

~literally smeils out Viet~ b. assured that his family 

~ Congo Si would be able to receive 

:; "I think It's the riceE proper m.dical care when 

§that they cook that allows~ needed, hi. worry would b. 

Em. to smell them," ho:; eas.d a thousand-fold. ,Mrl. Ngrryen Le, accept' ,,_ 

§sald. "It has a very -.. In recognition 0 f t h • lion frmn R.pabllc oj China'. 

distinctiv. sm.ll." RVNAP soldier'. pHlht, MaJ., G_alLia V.",:Wuar 

quarters mad. a donation of 
90,000 piasters to tb. Truong 
Vuong Hospit,l in Saigon 
earU .. this mon'h to Insure 
~at the soldIers' dtpeDdents 
will recdv. the best 90sslble 
medical attention. 

China's Major Gen:'ral Liu 
Y.ng Sh.n representing the 
headquarters, made the pre­
..ntation to the hospital'. 
dir.ctor, Mrs. Nguyen NiOC 
Le, during a brief =.mony 
held on th. bospital grounds. 
The presentation was attend­
ed by r.presentatives of aD 
the Free Wooid Force. " • 
are here to help VI.tnam ill 
ita atruu1e to build • ItnIIII 
and free naelon. 

I , 

, 
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IFile Your Income Tax Return Early 
The annual income tax countdown has begun. 
April 17th is still a few weeks away, but most of 

us have already had some skull , sessions over our 
tax situation. 

Sy now most of us have received W.-2 forms from the finance office. Many have also pIcked up tax tables and have at least done some mental calcula­
tions to fiud whether Ihe tax uews is good or had. Some-the ones wilh good .news-may ha,ve filed • return and are uow w81tmg paltently tor lhat 
refund check to roll in. 

But those who found the news had have "nother 
problem. Chances are some are foil "wing Ihe old adage. "Never pu' off Ilntil tonlOrlUW whal )Oll call 
put off uulil Apnl 17lill" 

Th"fs a natural tendency but a very had prnctice. Work on your tax return should start just as soon as you·w received your W-2 form. Allow yourself 
plenty of lime to get together all your income and dedudion figures and find the answers to questious you may have. , 

When vou start looking for those answers, here's one good tip: Remember that Uncle Sam doesn·t wanl YOll to pay one red cent more in taxes than you honestly owe. 
In fact, the Internal Revenue Service is ready to provide invaluahle assistance to help insure you pay only your fair share. 
Any Internal Revenue Service office will give free tax guidance, in some cases through an easy tele­pho,ne call. Armed Forces legal officers can also provide help, 
And if you're one of those "I'd rather do it my­self t" types, there are two pUblications to 11I'Ip you . The firsl, "Fedenll Income Tax Informal ion for Service Personnel (NAVSO 1983-(llh Edil.)," deals 

with income lax questions that are peculiar 10 the milil:lry. It is available from S"perintendent of Doc­uments, Washington, D. C., 20402, for 20 cenls. 
"Your Federal Income Tax, 1967 Edit,'· is ,"vail. able for 50 cents from the same source. The puhlica­tion gives consIderable information "boul t:lxes in a broader sen,e and will be particlliarh helpful to those servicemen who have income other than Iheir servioe pay to contend with. 
So, don't let that knotty problem throw you, There's ptenty of free professional advice available, Happy figuringl (AFNB) 
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Michigan Girl 
Is Honorary PFC 

Oi An (USA)-- Mis s 
C a ro 1 Franz, 16-year-old 
president of the Kettle Falls, 
Mich" Rainbow Girls Club, 
has been promoted to Private 
First Ctass. The order was 
cut by 168th Engineer Bat­
talion (Combat) and .igned 
by First Lieutenant Dwayne 
G. Lee, commanding officer 
of B Company. 

Select Your R&R Flight 
First [orne, First Serve 

The rank is honorary and 
PFC Franz is '·RA 10 000 
000." The Rainbow girls 
had been sending Christmas 
greetings to B Company. The 
greeting cards were such a 
boost to the uni!"s overal~ 
morale that the men put 
Carol on the top of their 
holiday gift list. 

They bought a bush hat 
with battalion crest, brigade 
patch and rank inSignia, a 
jungle fatigue shirt comptete 
with USARV and MACV 
patches, and PFC stripes. 
They also sent a red 
Engineer's scarf with uB 
Company, I bBth Engineer 
Battalion" em.broil.cted on it. J 

SaIgon (MACV)- R&R flight re.ervatlon. are m •• 
on a "first-come (to Vietnam) fJrst-served"basls. Y.a 
<are required to stat. your preferred ftAgh' departure 
date on the Reque., for Out of Country R&R ""mo 
FollowIng t. the flight schedule for March. 

TAIPEI TOKYO 
6 Mol' 11 Mar 13 Mar 18 Mar 9 Mar 14 Mar 14 Mar 19 Mar 10 Mar 15 Mar 19 Mar 24 Mar 11 Mar 16 Mar 20 Mar 25 Mar 12 ;\1,1r 17 Mar 21 Mar 26 !dar . 14 Mar 19 Mar 26 Mar 31 Mar 15 ~fnr 20 Mar 27 Mal' Apr 16 ~lar 21 Mar 28 Mar 2 Apr 17 Mar 22 Mar 

19 Mar 24 Mar BANGKOK 20 Mar 25 Mar 
5 Mar 10 Mar 21 Mar 26 Mar 

11 Mar 16 Mar 22 Mal' 27 Mar 
12 Mar 17 Mar 24 Mar 29 Mar 
18 Moe 23 Mar 25 Mar 30 Mar 22 Mar 27 Mar 30 Mar 4 Apr 
25 Mar 30 Mar Sl Mar 5 Apr 
26 Mar 31 Mar 

MANILA 28 Mar 2 Apr 
30 l\Ia r 4 Apr 8 Mar 13 Mar 3l Mar 5 Apr 17 -./ 

M~ 22 Ml:Ir 

/' 
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MEET YOUR NEW SON - Private First Class Donald 
Ty,ka present! a 'our-pound Vietnamese baby boy to the 
mother. fl. and fellow MP Priva'e Firll Clas. HIIIrY 
Locke, deliverld the baby. (USA PhotDj 

MP's Slightly Shaken 
After Delivering Baby 

Cam Ranh Bay (USA) 
- The American soldier has 
long been known for hi. 
versatility and two members 
of the 630th M;liury Pollee 
Company at Cam Ranh Bay 
proved !heir versalillty knows 
DO bounds. 

Mother and baby "ue 
later tran.ferred to tbe V iet­
namese Naval Hospital at 
Cam Ranh Bay w bere they 
are reported in good COD­
dition, The MP'. were 
reported sllebtly shaken. 

THB OBSERVER Pace 3 

Allied Operation In Binh Dinh 
Reaches New Phase, Joint Forces 
Initiate Pacification Program 

An Khe (USA) _ A con­
centraud joint effort to drive 
the Viet Cong from the rice­
nch Binb Dinh province is 
now in Its third pbase of 
operation. 

Starting with the lst 
Cavalry Division's Operation 
Irving and continuing through 
to the present Oper.tion 
Thayer II, there has been a 
major success achieved on 
the parts of the Army of the 
Republic of Vietnam (ARVN), 
Republic of Korea (ROK) 
and American forces to drive 
hostile forces from the area. 

Ninety-five per cent of the 
IIleri.la. in the Phu My V.lley 
have either been killed or 
captured .nd 85 per cent of 
the VC infrastructure has 
be •• destroyed. 

The third ph.se of this 
operation, "hieb is now un­
der"ay, i. a pacification 
proeram under the watchful 
eye of Captain Cao VaD 
Chon, Phu My District ebief. 

Twelve teams with 40 to 
SO members e.ch, mostly 
VletnameK civilians, have 
begun moving throughout 

the valley to try to bring the Th. te.ms will work four 
people back under govern- months to bring the people 
ment control. ," back to GVN control. At the 

The district has boon 
divided into three segments 
of 12 hamlets each. The teams 
moved into the first segment 
immedi.tely following T ct. 

Civic Actl:n Teams 
Each team, comprised of 

one Rrglonal Force or Pop­
ular Force platOOf.1~ two 
policemen, one intelligence 
cadre man, one grievance 
cadreman, a hamlet chief, 
two a"siscant hamlet chiefs, 
a Civic Action team (nine 
members), and one health 
"orker was charged with 
instructing the hamlets in 
self-defense and self-govern-
ment. 

After gathering the people 
Into • centr.lized locality 
"here they could b,e protect­
ed and controlled, the hamlet 

end of the four. month period, 
elections will be held to de­
termine council members and 
hamlet leaders. The team 
members, if they feel the 
area is sufficiently pacified, 
will move on to the next 
bamlet to be pacified. 

The 4181 ARVN Regimenc 
has been c'urged with secur­
Ing the valley and protect­
ing the teams. The 1st Air 
Cavalry Division will COII­
tinue to provide the shield 
between enemy force units 
and the pacification areas so 
the teams can do tbeir jolts. 

If the prollram goes .. 
planned through aU three 
segments, the entire district 
will be pacified by February, 
1968. That would mean al­
most 50,000 citizens of the 
district broui/ht b"ck 10 the 
GVN. 

Private First Clas. Don.ld 
J. Tysk. and Private First 
Cia.. Henry Locke were 
manning a ebeckpoint i n 
Cam Ranh village near the 
1st LogIStical Command's 
.pra w linll Cam Ranh Bay 
Support Command area. A 
Vietnamese w om a n was 
brought to the ebeckpoint 
complaming of labor pain •• 

DOLS Air 
Carry 

Force-Made 
Psywar Message 

members were then given a 
choice of Civic Action pro­
jects whieb will benefit the 
entire community. The vil. 
lagers were given the choice 
of working with a school, 
",arket place, dl.pensary or 
other project. The material. 
were furnished by the United 
S~tes Agency for Interna­
tional Development (USAID), 

, 

Because of the efforts of 
the ARVN soldiers and the 
Vietnamese government of .. 
ficials, the benefits of the 
Battle of Bin h Dinh will re­
m.ln 10Dg after AmerieaD 
forces have withdrawn, and 
it will become. model oper. 
ation for activities in other 
districts. 

The two ml"tary police­
men didn't have time to 
daeck the man u a I as the 
"oman brgan giving birtb. 
PFC'. Tyska aad Locke r"so 
to the occa.ion and delivered 
a four. pound boy. 

"It all haopened 10 fast," 
• aid PFe Tyska, "tbat the 
next thing I kne.. I .... 
boldine a baby in my h.nds." 

Reflecung on his first b.by 
delivery, PFC Locke com­
mented, "Otiler than Army 
first aid clas.es, the only 
medical uainlOg l've had was 
watching 'Ben Casey' and 
'Doctor Kildare' on TV." 

Da Nang (USA)- If you 
have been around Da N a ... 
air base recently you may have 
beard tbe rumor that the 
personnel of the 5th Air 
Comm.ndo Squadron's Fligbt 
A are making dolls. 

Tho kind of doll. the 
psywar unit is making is a 
special rigging they use for 
dropping psychological war­
fare le.flets into om.n target 
areas, called a Delayed Open­
ing Leaflet System (OOLS). 

The system consisLS of a 
bundle of leaflets with aa 
igniter fuse .ttaebed to the 
cord s~curing the leaflets. 
When the igniter pin is puned, 
the luse burns through the 
cord freeing the leaflets at a 
desired altitude. 

The fuse. are set to go off 
at 2(}.second intervals from 

100 II> 200 feet above the 
cround. This way the le.f1ets 
will spuead over a smaller 
area. 

, Major L. Brown, Savannah, 
'Ga., uplalned: these 1e.f1.t: 
miaiODJ arc used primarily· 
tow a r n Inhabitants of 
ibown communist insurgent 
'1I'UIi of an impending strike 
... d advising them 10 evac­
uate. 

"We work vrry closely 
with Forward Air ControUer • 
"bo direct these strike mis­
mODI," he continued. 

The leaflet. also carry a 
messace .sking the people to 
talk to their son. and hus­
baads working with the Viet 
C""II and persuade them to 
live themselves up and return 
,10 a peaceful life. 

IVide-Eyed Boy Sees First lIfovie 
An Khe (USA)-Relaxing 

In a lounge chair and munch­
Ing a bag of candy, Tem Vi 
Dao, a scven.year .. old Viet­
n.me.e boy, •• w his first 
motion p1cture. 

The boy was found witb 
a cut foot in the village of 
Pbu My by tbe 1st Air 
Cavalry's 2nd Brigade Civil 
Affairs team . 

After receivina treatment 

at Landing Zone Hammond, 
he was given a shower, 
haircut .nd new clothe •• 

"He was frightened .t first 
becau~e everything was SO 

new"tsaid Sergeant First Class 
Robert L. Branch, 2nd Brigade 
Intelligence NCO, Ilbut after 
• while he adjusted and we 
got along fine." 

That evening, the boy was 
taken to the movie. Tam star-

ed in widr-eyed amaz!meot 
at the moving figures on tbe 
lICretn macting "Lt. Robinson 
Caruso, U.S.N.". 

Tbe next morni~g tbe boy 
was returned to bis village 
'and parents. 

"He seemed like he didn't 
want to leave us," Slid 
Branch, "but he W,18 h.ppy 
to get bome to tetl of tbe 
things he had seen and done." 

r 

GEE, YOU'RE SMALL - Specialist 5 Charles L. Jane., 
Bi"'mingham, Ala" towers ovtr Jan Small, Red Crosli Club. 
mobile worker at I st Inf~nt,y Division headquarters iTt 
Di An. Jail" i. spending his free time in 'he Red Cro .. 
Recrl'ation c~nttr, dubbed "The Lf1.u Rpsor'" J after bei'll 
trapp,d in a Viot COlIg runnel JOt two" hours. (ARC Photu) 
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Seabees Celebrate Silver Anniversary 
Saigon (U S N) - U.S. 

Navy Seabees ("We Build, 
We Fight") celebrated their 
25th anniversary yesterday. 

The Seabees' comradeship 
with the U.S. Marines has 
deep roots, stemming back 
to the violent island battles 
of the South Pacific during 
the last World War. Today, 
the builders have paved the 
way for the Marine build-up 
in areas surrounding Da 
Nang. 

In March, 1965, there were 
500 m:ltines in South Viet­
nam. controlling a mere 
eight-square-mile reg ion 
around the Da Nang airstrip. 
Today, more than 50,000 
marines of General Lewis 
Walt's 3rd Amphibious Force 
control hundreds of square 
miles, including the popu­
lation mass living along the 
coast. To support these men, 
four Seabee battalions of 
Captain Nelson R. Anderson's 
30th Naval Construction 
Regiment (plus private con­
tractors) are rapidly trans­
forming the port of Da Nang. 

Landing 
Early in May of 1965, 

Seabees landed with the 
marines on the blinding hot 
sands south of Da ' Nang, at 
a little-known spot called 
Chu Lai. Working night and 
day, the Seabees laid down 
a tactical airstrip of aluminum .. 
planking. Within three weeks, 
fighter planes were whistling 
down the metal runway, 
screaming into the air just 
above the heads of Seabees 
working at the far end. 

Seabee enlisted men are 
members of the U.S. Navy's 
Mobile Construction Bat­
talions or 14M CBs," of which 
there are seven in South 
Vietnam. Four are in Da 
Nang, two in Chu Lai, and 
one in Phu Bai. 

There are also a number 
of Seabee technical assistance 
teams - tithe Navy's Peace 
Corps" - composed of one 
officer and I 2 enlisted men, 
working in isolated hamlets, 
building bridges, digging 
wells, training the villagers 
in construction techniques, 
and carrying out other Civic 

Action programs. 
These Mobile Construc­

tion Battalions are self-suf­
ficient units geared to move 
at a moment's notice; they 
contain their own medics, 
paymasters, chaplains, and 
the like; they carry their own 
light construction equipment 
and weaponry. There are 
now 5,000 Seabees here. 

Mission 
Once the battalion reach .. 

a job site, they dig and man 
their own bunkers, they pa­
trol, and fight beside other 
U.S. troops when the occa­
sion calls. Th,eir primary 
mission, however, is to build 
air strips, piers, canton­
ments, roads, field hospitals, 
schools, covered s tor age 
areas and water wells. 

Each Seabee- w h e th e r 
steamfitter, steel worker, 
"construction stiff" or plumb­
er - must undergo marine 
combat training so that he 
can, if he must, fight to pro­
tect what he builds. The 
Seabee units 3re subject to 
repeated Viet Cong sniper 
fire and harrassment. The 
men usually live in tents 
with slit trenches nearby for 
cover. 

Seabees are involved in 
an Infinite variety of jobs in 
Da Nang: a 1,000 man motion 
picture theater, a 6,000 man 
ampitheater, and an enor­
mous swimming pool, as 
well as mess halls, uhard­
back" tents by the hundreds, 
and LST piers. 

Air Force Women 
Come To Saigon 

Saigon (USAF) - Wo­
men in tbe U.S. Air Force 
(WAF) will be afforded the 
first opportunity to S<Tve In 
Vietnam beginnining within 
the next 30 to 90 days. 

In response to a request 
from M ,litary Assistance 
Command Vietnam (MACV), 
a WAF officer and nine 
enlisted women will be 
assigned to duties in Sailton 
as spaces in their specialities 
become vacant. 

All will be billeted in 
hotel-type accommodations. 

Youth Needs Religion 

Field Force Chaplain 
Long Binh (USA)-Every 

Sunday, Chaplain (Captain)­
Richard W. Kohl, Allentown, 
Pa., assistant staff chaplain of 
II Field Force.Yietnam, packs 
a brief case and a box of hym­
nals, prayer books and reli­
gious pamplets, and boards a 
helicopter. Chaplain K 0 h I 
spends a full day "hopping" 
from one isolated outpost to 
another to carry his message 

to men deep in the jungles and 
mountain regions of Vietnam. 

"The challenge of the 
Army chaplaincy is found 
through working with young 
soldiers," said Chaplain Kohl, 
a former pastor ot the Evan­
gelical Congregational Church 
in East Greenville, Pa. 

liThe average civilian 
church loses young people 
between the ages of 1 6 and 
25 and tbis is we age bracket 

"CAN DOf- Seabee Tea"l Petty Officen First Class Corpsman, Danied B. Buckley and 
Petty Officer Third Class Fred T. Nelson repair a village watfr pump after completion 
of their TllJrmal duties with Seabee Team 0306. (USN Photo) 

Viet Cong Revive Circus Act, 
Seven Found Hiding Under Rocks 

Tuy Hoa (USA) _ "Re­
member the circus act where 
all the midgets and clowns 
come out of one tiny car? 
Well, that's about the way 
we found seven Viet Cong," 
claimed . Second Lieutenant 
Gary Martin, Dothan, Ala. 

The 3rd Platoon of Com­
pany A, 3rd Battalion, 12th 
Infantry, 4tb Infantry Divi­
sion was sweeping a nar­
row peninsula neat Tien 
Chau hamlet in Phu Yen 
Province, when S erg e ant 
Richard Davis, Jonesville, 
Ky., glimpsed a man jumping 
into a rock pile along the 
beaoh. The Ivymen heard 
noises of muffled voices and 
the movement of rocks. 

The men began removing 
rocks from the pile where 
they thought the voices had 
originated. HThe stone seem­
ed to be hiding some kind 
of wooden frame," said Spec­
ialist 4 Robert A. LaFoffette, 
Butler, Ky. 

As the rocks were remov­
ed, a man began hollering 

Meets War 
we primarily work with in 
the Army," he continued. 
"This age group needs the 
fellowship of the church and 
the friendship of Chtist ... 
much as any group, and 
that is the cballenge confront­
ing ev~ry cbaplain.." 

To meet this challenge, 
Chaplain Kohl travels to the 
remote outposts of the II 
FFORCEV operational zone 
to insure that all p~rsons in 

and emerged from the posi­
tion with his hands above 
his head. Then another 
emerged, and another and 
anotber. The parade con­
tinued until seven Vietnam­
ese had come out. 

Lieutenant MiUer, puzzled 
as to how seven men could 
fit into two four-by-four 
foot compartments, was 

pleased however with the 
three carbines, mauser aDd. 
hand grenades that his tlICIl 

found inside. 
As the platoon left the 

peninsula, the Ivymen turned 
over all the rocks they could 
find. "We might just do that 
for the rest of our tour in 
Vietnam," the 1 i eu t en an t 
added. 

Marine 
Serves 

Mess Sergeant 
In Third War 

Phu Bai (USMC)-Marine 
Gunnery Sergeant Paul A. 
Akers, former night manager 
for a hotel at Nags Head. 
N.C., following bis retirement 
from the Corps in 1962, is 
now back with tbe Leather. 
necks as the 3rd Marine Di­
vision's Headquarters Batta­
lion mess sergeant. He reen­
listed and volunteered for the 
tour. 

A veteran of World War II 
and Korea. t.he marine said 

Challenge 
the command have an oppor­
tunity to receive tb. strengtb 
and guidance offered througb 
worship. 

The military congregation 
at these outposts averages 
three to 15 persons. But this 
strengthens the chaplain's 
spirit ratber than dampening 
it. At times Vi4;tnamese villa­
gers outnumber the Amer­
Ican soldiers in his small 
congregauon. 

food served to the fighting 
men here is a far cry from 
the dried beans and llcorned 
Willy," that he tried to dis­
guise in World War II. 

The marines still have their 
favorite f 0 0 d though h. 
'd" k ' sa, - stea or roast b.ef. I 

guess in my career, I've pre. 
pared more than half a mil­
lion pounds of steak." 

Akers recails when he bad 
to butcher wild cattle on 
Guadalcanal to provide the 
marines with their choice. 

"There's a big difference 
now. I'm preparing meals for 
1,500 men three times a day. 
I have 16 cooks and bakers 
17 eolisted men to assist and 
nine Vietnamese civilians to 
wash dishes. It'. just no~ Uk. 
things were in Korea or on 
the 'Canal:~ he adds willi a 
smile. 

tIlt's not as if I were out 
in the battlefield with combat 
units," Akers said, Ubut I fed 
my job of foong the best 

~~o~'lfv:::;l:. i~o~:~r~~; 
need me." 
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Life Line Stretched Throughout Country 
Vung Tau (USA) - The 

39th Signal Battalion, head­

quartered here, celebrates its 
fifth year of providing com­
IDUlJications in Vietnam. 

In February, 1962, mem­
bers of Headquarters and 

Headquarters Detachment, 
39th Signal Battalion arrived 

at Tan Son Nhut AB., Saigon, 
as one of the first Regular 

Army units to be assigned to 
Vietnam. This detachment 
was the nucleus of what 

was to be the largest Army 
unit in Vietnam until the 

massive U.S. military buildup 
began in late 1965. 

UnIts 
From February to Sep­

tember, 1962, four more units 

arrived to provide the bulk 
of the 39th's strength. These 

weie the 178th, 232nd and 
362nd Signal Companlrs and 

the nnd Signal Detachment. 
A. the units arrived, they 

bellan the job of establlsh-

VC HILL ANTENNA - An unidtntiliod mtmber of the 

51&/1 Signal Company prepares to remap. ptll'! 01 a 

"bedspring" antenna from a VHF ante/Ina aII1p VC Hill, 

olHlTlooking Vang Tau. Part of the 391h Signal Baualion, 

lhe 5l8th o~ralU signal siles from Can TIro in lhe MtIuIn, 

Delta norlh 10 Vang Chua Mountain, IWlI' QIIi Nhon. 

TRAINING - Private Fir" Cia .. Clar.nce Bell, Moody, 

Tex., demonstratts microwave radio relay equipment to 

V woomese soldiers visiling the 5181h Silflal Company Siu 

iIIup VC Hill. The Vietnanwe soldiers allend the Vietnamese 

Armed Forces Signal School in Vang Tau. 

ing a communications Hfeline 
for U.S. Advisor and Special 
Forces camps that were scat. 

tered throughout the country. 
Cable was strung, switch­
boards established, radio re­

lay sites and communica­
tions centers wert built. 
Working almost coastantly 

in unsecure areas and under 
VC harrassment, the signal­
men quickly established a 
communications system w bich 
maintained a 90 per cent 
reliability. 

Commendation 

Throughout 1963, 1964 
and 1965 the 39th expanded 
and stretched it's commun­
ications and signal support 

over 60,000 square miles of 
Vietnam. It's efforts were 
not unnoticed, for on January 
24, 19~6, the 39th Sig. Bn. 
was awarded the Meritorious 
Unit tommendation for its 
outstanding service in the 
early years of the Vietnam 
conflict. 

Staff Sergeant Felix 
Canyon, who is presently 
serving his second tour with 

the 39th in Vietnam, recalls 
what his job was like In late 
1964 and 1965 "While I was 

with HHD of the 39th,I trave­
led from Bac Lieu in the Delta 

. as far north as Hue working 

on various cable construction 
projects." Sergeant Canyon, 
Pearl City, Hawaii, is now 

NCOIC of the Vung Tau 
switchboard. 

Service 
With the arrival of other 

Ilgnal units, the 39th Sig. 
Bn.'s geographical area of 

respoasibility bas been reduc­
ed. Today, with five years 
ezperience and tradition in 
Vietnam, 39th units provide 
communicadoas for the Free 
World Forces in the Vung 
Tau Sub Area, for the 9th 
Infantry Division at Bear 
Cat and in the Mekong Delta, 
while another battalion ele­
ment operateS microwave 

links from Can Tho in the 
Delta to Vung Chua Moun­
tain, near Qui Nhon. 

Because of the reorgani­
udon aDd buildup of com­
munications support in Viet­
nam, all of the original bat­
talion uDits that were award. 
ed the commendation while 
serving with the 39th are 
now assigned to other 1st 
Signal Brigade battalions. 
But the 39th continues to 
uphold the Signal Corps 
motto, "Get The Message 
Through," with its presently 
assigned units. They are 
HHD, 39th Sig. Bn. D 
Company, 'II st Signal Bat­
talion, C Company, 36th 
Signal Battalion, and the 
518th Signal Company. 

Story By 
Lt ••• J. Malloy, USA 

Photo. By 
Lt. U. P. Stecke, USA 

~UDDY SYSTEM - Prlpate First C/Qu Darll'in Rorburg, San Pablll, Calif., a pole 

liIIeman, ,ho",. a Vlltname .. lIudau at lhe Vietnam Armed Forcer Sil1laJ School In Vang T/III 

"- 10 IU. pol. climbing 'quipmml. 

VUN? TA? SWITCHBOARD - S!rgeant First. Class ~elix Canyon, 01 Pearl City, 

Howatl. NeOle of lhe Vung Tau switchboard, aSSISts a V .. tname" operator in "Uin, a 

Ul.PIlD"" «Ill Ih,.ugh jor a subscriber. 
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MAKE IT GI - ThE! town barber at Rach Xien (and his competitora) 
were among the first of Rach Kien's small business establishments to get 
back into operation when Vietnamese and Allied troops wrested control 
of the area from the Viet . Congo Wall decorations date from the 
beginning of 1967 

EGRESS TO. INGRESS 
Viet Cong held the 
Ki.n'. main .tr .. t 

~.t. t .•• ----
'I: .~. \~ 1iiIIiI ..•... ,~~ 

lACK: IN BUSlNEES - Shops and sidewalk staUa commence to offer n.w ware. to R.ch Xien·. fast. 
.. turning population 

• 

FROM- Cont.ct with the outside worldl 
depleted hamlet c.ptl..... ia re.tor.d 

Rebirth 0 ., 

OnceCont 
Rach Kien is an ex­

Viet Cong hamlet suffer­
ing Ihe pains of rebIrth. 
It i. located in the heart 
of Long An Province 
some 15 miles 10utheRSt 
of Sfti~on in the upp~r­
mo.t portion of the Viet 
(nnl! - ridden Mekon. 
Della. 

In Ortnher of 191\5 the 
Viet Con~ moyed intn the 
hamlet and compl~lely 
,""ntrolled the area until 
the Government and 
Allied troops pu_hed the 
VC out and reoccu pird 
Bach Kien. 

During Ihe time the 
VC controlled !lach Kien, 
the population dwindled 
from 3,500 people 10 ,HI 
disconl Wiled farmers who 
had refu.ed 10 leave their 
land. Tbe farmers tllal 
were left were cultivating 
only one third of their 
lands hecause of the enor. 
mnus la~ation impo.ed 
on them by Ihe VC. The 
school had deterioraled 
almo.t complelely and 
the bamlel dispensary 
had heen matle into a VC 
forlified bunker. The 
market place w»s desert­
ed except for I wo or Ihree 
shops thai were open 
only Lo sell items of bare 
nece.sily. Rach Kien was 

only a 
formerly 
center of 

Mr. 
hamlet 
to the 

him came 
official. 
rAther tha 
d"minated 
Con~. The 
Mr. fruong 
Ihere too, 
house 10 bOI 
old aequail 
inslilliDg in I 
the d~8ire t1 
rehuild and 
old hamlet I 
Ihrivin!l.lat~ 
are IIr8d~ 
bacil into Ih 
of tbe haml 
are warminl 
of reconstr~ 

A play.r~ 
cbildren II 

in the rear ~ 
wbich has 1 
ed into a .~ 
new .chool 
.tructed. Th 
bas procure 
tellchers fr 
official. ani 
be CODvenE 
tbe fir3t tit 
year . 



dellied Racll. Kiell for fourteen montiul during whlc;:h time the 
~ .ymbollaed by thl. reconatructed bridge leading to Rach 

EMERCENCY RATIONS-The re.ldellta of Rach Xien needed reUef suppllee 
ill the firat day. of the hamle,'. rel'oratioll to freedom. Here, returnillf 
villager. r_l.. rice, Qour and other elle' .taple. to fill the famUy 
larder untJI Rach Kiell', crop cycle II restored 

· A Hc;lmlet 
oiled ByVC 
dow of whal 
I a buslling 
livily. 
Van Ke, the 
ef, rei u roed 
\1 Ihe day it 
GI~d by Ihe 
, and with 
Ither hAmlel 
to had I~ft 

live a \ire 
y Ihe Vie I 

Vill-se Chief, 
Van Lan, is 
novin!! from 
Re, renewing 
lances .nd 

Ii. old friends 
G clean and 
restore Iheir 

o lis former 
s. The people 
lIy dMfting 

e boundaries 
et anti they 
! 10 the joh 
ction. 
und for the 

ing cleared 
f the Pagoda, 
een conver!'" 

·hool until a 
Can he COll-

village chief 
d tbree new 
10m province 
I scbool will 
rd ag ... n for 
)e 10 over a 

As each day passes, Ihe 
rebirlh of RAcb Kien 
gAins in momenlum. Tbe 
mnin acc"'!' roule lolhe 
highway from Saigon has 
been reopened and 
aecurtd hy Ihe l.t B.tta­
Iif)n of Ihe 461h Vietllam­
ese Infal\Iry Regimenl, 
and the vill"ge and bam Itt 
o fficial. are preparing to 
rece ive the people •• 
Ihey relurll 10 their old 
home. and property. The 
market Y.' H~ reopened lin 
Dec. 23, 19M, and Iwo 
barber shops are now 
operating full lime. 

As Ihe people rttllro, 
I he recon.tnH"Iion in­
crease. Hnd province offi­
cials are stantling by wlIh 
• plan thai may e.tabli.h 
Ihe ne .. Rach Kien aa Ibe 
eapilal of .. new d .. IMc\' 
The pe"ple have laken 
h. arl and wanl 10 •• e 
Iheir homes and hamlet 
a. Ihey were b~fore the 
VC came. II is only a 
mallei of time before tbe 
reblrlh of Rach Kien will 
be com plete. 

Story & PhotoA 
By 

JU!»PAO COMING HOME - Returning to Rach Xien after 14 m?ntha of ref'!'gee-living 
their children and their few modest belongillg8. Rach Xlen, located In Long An 
from Viet Cong C'~~ ~ol by Covernment and Allied Forces 

are these mothera, 
Province, was freed 
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MEDCAP Enlisted Medics 
Work In Sa Dec Province 

By SP/ 4 Andy Barylskl, USA 
Staff Writer 

Sa Dec (MACV)-Medics hospital to show them the 
arriving in Vietnam, that are many medical problems they 
assigned to Medical Civic will face. Captain Mull ex­
Action Program (MEDCAP) plains each case to them and 
positions,lind their jobs more tells them the best ways to 
demanding than what they treat each. 
had been trained for. •• Bac S i .. 

M e die s 3r~ trained to As the captain explains 
administer combat first aid some of the other problems 
and to recognize the patient's that they will encounter, they 
ailments so that he might find that they will have 
let the proper attention from 41competetors" . The most 
a qualified doctor, but tbey outstanding local "Bac Si" 
aren't trained to do the is the ever popular II water 
doctor's job. Nevertheless, as doctor". He specializes in 
MEDCAP medics, they often 20 or m 0 red iff ere n t 
find that they must work in colors of water injections that 
a doctor's capacity to accom· are su.pposed to cure anything 
plish their .mission. from the common cold to 

MEDCAP i s a mobile cancer. 
program, strictly oriented to But it seems that the 
outpatient and frequent one· biggest problem lies among 
time treatment in villages the people themselves. Tbey 
and hamlets. It is basically a usually rely on home-made 
psychological warfare program rem~dies and "Buas" (herb 
under the direction of a amulets) that are guaranteed 
medical officer and is carried to ward off the evil "body 
out by the enlisted medics. demons" that make them ill 

Training I 

Before new medics begin 
their work in Sa Dec 
province, which has nearly 
20 percent of the Republic 
of Vietnam's population 
(a b 0 u t 3,000,000), they 
undergo training at the 
province headquarters. Tbe 
9th ARVN Infantry Division's 
medical advisor, Captain John 
M. Mull, Boston, gives each 
a short quiz after the initial 
briefing. The purpose of the 
teSt is to find out how m\1cb 
the individual knows about 
diagnosis and treatment of 
certain deseases which are 
common here. 

For the first week Captain 
Mull takes them along on 
sick calls held at the province 

ICIOG Troops 
Guard SF Camp 
Tr. Cu (USA) - One of 

the newest Special Forces A 
Detachment cam p s being 
constructed in the III Corps 
Tactical Zon. is Camp Tra 
Cu. 

In the planning and prepara­
tion for occupancy for several 
months, the remote camp site 
was recently secured. 

Th, highly aggr essive ClOG 
(Civilian Irregular Defense 
Group) troops are already 
saturating the surrounding 
area with night and day 
patrols in an attempt to keep 
oJICharlie" on the move. 

before they go to a doctor 
for proper medical attention. 

Captain Mull tells the med­
ics to be extra careful when 
diagnosing a case. When the 
Vietnamese people see another 
getting a brightly colored pill 
or some peculiar type of 
treatment, 1 hey automatically 
develop the same symp oms 
to just insure themselve) of not 
being left out. Some actually 
believe that the stethescope 
or the x-ray machine is a 
form of , reatment. 

MEDCAPs in Sa Dec 
province see as many :liS 

125,000 patients in a month. 
In January alone, nearly 
90,000 received m e d i c a I 
attention by tbe MEDCAP 
medics. 
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STUDENT GRADUATE - Lieutenant Colonel James F. Williams, San Antonio, with 
plaque, congratulates Vietnamese airborne Sergeant First Class Nguyen Dinh Thang, second 
from left, for his outstanding performance of duty upon the successful completion of a six-month 
training period with the U.S. Army's 36th Dental Detachment. Sergeant Thang trained as a 
dental technician with the 'st Logistical Command unit. Do The Duyet, left, a member of the 
Vietnamese Armed Forces Surgeons' Office, and Van Nguyen Hien, interpreter for the 
Chieu Hoi (open arms) ~illage near here, witnessed the presentation. (USA Photo) 

Lights Again Shine On Buddah; 
Soldiers Rewire Famous Shrine 

Dong Tam (USA) - For 
nearly five years the primary 
Buddha in Sau Tau Pagoda 
near Dong Tam on the edge 
of Vietnam's Mekong Delta 
sat in silent darkness. Deter .. 
ioration and decay had 
made the famous shrine's 
lighting system inoperable. 

But as the first prayers were 
recited last week, overhead 
lights illuminated the elab­
orate statue. Outside, in the 
temple gardens, electric lights 
again shown on statues and 
flowers. 

Soldiers of the 9th Infan­
try Divisio" had devoted 
nearly two months to (ewit· 

ing the shrine, where gener· 
ations of Vietnamese Bud­
dhists have come to worship. 

Pagoda Dec! ines 
Time and war bad contrib­

uted to the decline of Sau 
Tau Pagoda. Once 90 Bud­
dhist nuns lived thue; the 
number has dwindled to 
three. 

But now perhaps the pro­
cess of decline has been 
reversed by men of the 9th 
Division's 3rd Brigade whose 
bas~ c:amp is nearby. 

The project which provided 
a new lighting system for the 
shrine was performed by men 
of the 3rd Battalion, 60th 
Infantry. 

Major Robert C. Akam, 
New Salem, Mass., 3rd Bri­
gade civic affairs officer, and 
Captain Jay S. Noxon, Hous­
ton, civic affairs officer 
of the 3rd Battalion, conceiv­
ed tbe project and coordin­
ated it with Robert .C. 
Dickerson, provincial repre­
sentative to the Joint U.S. 
Public Affairs Office. 

"We decided on the Sau 
Tau shrine as a project site 
because of its national signif­
icance," Major Akam said. 

Chief Warrant Officer 

canee. It was there that the 
Vietnamese emperor Gia Long 
sought refuge from the invad­
ing Chinese nearly a century 
ago. 

Buddhist nuns concealed 
him in a large bell for the 
night and legend says that at 
Sau Tau he received divine 
guidance and strength to drive 
the invaders out of Vietnam. 

Now, after the efforts of 
9th Division soldiers, Sau Tau 
bas ligbt after nearly five 
years of darkness. 

Major Akam remarked that 
lithe effect on worshippers 
who saw tbe temple religbt­
ed after such a long period 
of darkness was reward 
enough for the time and 
effort." 

Higher Food 
Pay Approved 
Saigon (USA) - Higher 

food allowances bave been 
approved for military per­
sonnel receiving basic allow~ 
ance for subsistance (BAS). 
Effective immediately BAS 
rates for enlisted men rose 
from S 1.17 per day to S 1.30. 
Meal collection rates applic­
able to field >cd garrison 
ration messes are changed as 
follows: Personnel for whom 
subsistence charges only 3re 
applicable-S 1.30 per day. 

Camp Tra Cu is located 
on the intersection of a canal 
and the Co Dong river, 
which runs i.hrough Boa 
Thai, the capilo1 city of the 
Hau Nghla Province. 

FIRST AT DA NANG - Vietnamese Air Force Captain 
Thai Van De has the United States' third highest decor­
ation for valor, the Silver Star, pinned on by Briradier 
General Donovan F. Smith, Chief, Air Force Advisory 
Group for MACV. (USAF Photo) 

Robert NatiVidad, Charleston, 
S.C .• supervised the rewiring 
job after Sergeant First Class 
George D. Phillips, Copers 
Cove, Tex., made the origi. 
cal survey to determine the 
type and amount of materials 
required. 

Unique History 
Sau Tau has a historical 

as well as religious signifi· 

Personnel for whom sub­
sistence and surcharges 3re 
applicable-51 .60 per day. 

Personnel for whom sub­
sistence charges and surcharg­
es at the special per diem 
rate apply-S2.50 per day. 
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Dentists Here 

APPOINTMENT - A soldi" ",ith the 199th Light In­

fantry Brigad. reports to the d.ntal clinic for treatment. 

This clinic is how.1l in a tent at the unit's staging area at 

Long Sinh. II is operated jointly by dentists of the 199th 

Brigade and lhe 1st Logistiul OImmand' $ 38th Mldical 

De/at:hment. 

TEETH CHECKED - Privau First Class Robert L. 

Mason. Bast SI. Louis, m .• a trooper with the 199th Light 

Infantry Brigade. will wlllk ..... y ",ith a bright smil. after 

having hi. ueth check.d at the denial clinic by Captuin 

'Charles J. Arizumi, HonoluIa. 

EASY DOES IT - A shot of anesthetic is administered 

10 a pati.nt by Major Edward M. Lamers, Menomonee 

Falls. Wis., to Sp.cialist 4 Jerry Mel/llOsh. Winchester. 

Ky •• a documentalion clerk assigned to tho /55th Transpor­

(ation Company. 
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Keep 
Iy Lt, T. '.'g. USA 

Sailon (USA)-Americ ... 
soldiers are prone to smile a 
lot. A joke with a buddy. a 
letter from home, a "m, 
baby-san'" accompanied by a 
smile for a village child are 
aU indications of this. 

The chief dentist In the 
I st Logistical Command is 
Colonel Walter Z. Brown, 
Walnut Creek. Calif. He 
command. the Saigon-based 
932nd Medical Detachment 
and is dental surgeon for the 
Log's medical arm. the 44th 
Medical Brigade. 

Full StaH 
"We have 57 aental clinics 

staffed by more than 160 
dentists," . said the colonel, 
"and we use quonset huts, 
tents and permanent - type 
structures to house them. But 
our main job i. to keep the 
soldier out of the clinic and 
on the job. This mean. we 
have to catch the • mall 
problems- cavities. for 
example-before they become 
big-time - consuming big 
problems. " 

To meet the out-of-the­
clinic requirement, fast, pro­
fessional service Is needed­
and prOVided. Service is also 

Smiles 
complete; dental clinics offer 
everything from teeth cleaning 
to oral surgery. 

The emphasis In dental 
care, acc,Jrding to Lieutenant 
Colonel W _ Waite Strang, 
Dunbar, PL, executive officer 
of the 932nd, Is to keep sol­
diers at or above what is 
known as Class 2 status-no 
immediate treatment neces· 
sary. An abscess tooth would 
put a man in the lowest 
status-Class 5-and would 
require emergency care. A 
Class I man can boast, "Look, 
Ma, no cavities!" 

Modern EquIpment 
With modern medical equip· 

ment and know-how, Army 
clinics can do a lot. For 
example, If a man loses his 
teeth and needs new ones, 
the entire job-from the tak­
ing of impressions to the 
making and fitting of the full 
denture - can be handled 
here. However, the more 
difficult cast partial dentures 
are constructed in the States. 
Dentists send the prescrip­
tion to the States, and the 
partial dentures come back 
within four weeks. Prosthetic 
labs in Vietnam make the 
finai adjustments. 

Page I) 

Bright 
When not treating Amer­

ican patients, U.S. Army 
dentists go into villages and 
orphanages to provide care 
for the Vietnamese. Vietna­
mese doctors and medics often 
assist. In January. 44th Med­
ical Brigade dental team. 
treated 1,173 patients on 
Medical Civic Action Pro­
gram (MEDCAP) trips. 

AnnIversary 
On March 3rd the U.SO 

Army Dental Corps cel­
ebrated its 56th Anniversary. 
"The mission of tlte Dental 
Corps throughout its history 
has been to give the fightinl 
man the kind of care he de­
serves-the best pOSSible," 
declared Colon~1 B row n. 
lland in V ietbam we go out 
of our way to upbold that 
tradition ... 

"This outstanding service 
is only achieved," the colonel 
added. "through the diligent 
efforts of each officer and 
enlisted ptrson assigned to the 
dental service in Vietnalll." 

Photos Iy 
IpS Mlnut.1l0. UIA 

And 
PPC Muchle., USA 

SUPPLY ITBM - One 01 the many items supplied to the troop. by Ih. !st Logistical 

OImmand here are new denturel. Specialist 5 S. Jose R. Lopez. Chicago, I./!; Pri~at. 

FIrSt Class Neil P. Niels.n. Sauk Rapids, Minn_. conter; and Specialilt 5 Richard L. Whiu 

Boulder, Colo., members of the 36th D.ntal Clinic, are shown making d.ntures in Ihe pros­

Ihetic lab. 

NEW TEETH - The fabrication al full dentures inc/udes shaping and forming with a h.aled 

instrument. as shown here by Specialist 4 Kenneth E' Merseal, Old Mines, Mo. 
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DO IT YOURSELF_ Men in the " ..... lif. Itmnllf' 
~ Ttm Thoi work loge/her painJ.in~e shulurs of tMir _ 
rc1wol which is lhe resull of a sol/-improvement program 

" illitiau4 by Ih. 3rd Squadron, 41h CalHllry, 25th In/anlry 
Division. (USA Photo) 

Infantry CIC Course 
Teaches Combat Points 

Lai Khe (USA)­
Understanding the Viet Coni 
and hi. fighting tactics i. 
the key to Instruction given 
to new arrivals to tbe 3rd 
Brigade, I st Infantry Division 
througb the brigade's Combat 
Indoctrination COUI'H (CIC). 

Specialist 4 Larry Keaton, 
Blackport, N.Y., now as!lgned 
to he.dquarters, 2nd batta­
lion, 2nd Infantry, says, 
"I wouldn't want to be seat 
into com bat without havi~g 
gone through tbe CIC first." 
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Quick Thinking, Good Flying 
Saves MEDCAP Team From Mines 

Vo Xu (USA) - Fonr 
members of a M.dkal Civ Ie 
Action Program (MEDCAP) 
team were recentlv s,aTt.1~d 
to fiod 'hemselves" standlnl 
in the middle of • oline field. 

The medical personnel, aU 
members of the b I 5t Medical 
Detachment, a support unlt 
of II Field Force, had 
""ent the day in a Vlet­
nome.e Army camp at Vo 
Xu, 50 miles northeast of 
Saiaon in Bien Tuy Province. 
After treating villaaers of Vo 
Xu and surrounding hamlets 
for their various atlments, 'he 
MBDCAP team boarded its 
heUcop'er to return to the II 
FFORCEV base area. 

Force LandIng 
Just after tak .... ff, gusty 

winds caused the chopper to 
force-land In the elephant 
grass outside the camp. AI a 
safety mOlsure the pilot, 
Warrallt Officer Jerry D. 
Shirley, Carmi, lit., decided 
to ferry his passenger. back 
to tbe compound in two I"ads. 
With a IIgh!er load, the heli­
copter could manuever better 
in the wind. 

Four team membe.. -
Captain Robert A. Vltori, 
Clairton, Pa., denUst; Captain 

Ronald F. Howard, LouI5-
viii., physlci,n; Specialist 5 
Julian C. Johnson, Greenville, 
S.C .• and Specialst 5 John B. 
Hicks, Zephyr Hills, Fla., 
both nt.dical aldmen­
jumped off the craft into 
the field. After the helicopter 
lifted, Captain Vltori noticed 
soldiers inside the compound 
wUdly waving signals at ,hem 
that !leemed to say, "Stay 
where you are; don't move!" 
Now gues!ing that they migbt 
b. in • mine field, the men 
stood paL 

Problem Solved 
The problem now remained 

to extract tbe four indl vi­
duals from the field without 
blowing a mine. After unload-
101 the remaining passen-

gen and equIpment Inside 
the camp, Mr. Shirley and 
his co-pilot, Warrant Officer 
Robert T. McDaniels, Roan­
oake, Va., fte .. back over the 
ruine field. 

As the chopptr hover..! a 
few inches above the gr()und, 
Captains Howard and Vitorl 
clambered aboud. . They 
lifted, jockeyed sideways, and 
10 wered beside Specialls," 
Hicks and Johnson. All were 
lifted and ftown safely away. 

"The outst>ndlng flying 
demonstrated that day gives 
me a great appreciation for 
the helicopter pilots who fly 
around the clock in support 
of Army operati01l,l here In 
Vietnam," said Captaia 
Vltori. 

The CIC, a one-week 
course, is mandatory for all 
_igned to the 3rd Brigade. 
Including wtrUction and 
oicmonstrations of equipment 
ased by both the Viet Cong 
and Allied Forces In Vietnam, 
the CIC is designed to teach 
IleW replacements combat 
IIChniques used by both. 

Signal Units Assist 
RVN College Students 

"The Viet Cong is an 
intelligent and .. sourceful 
foe," warns Lieuten:Jnt Larry 
R. Stanford, Bocaraton, Fla., 
the commandlnR officer of 
the CIC. "To defeat him we 
mUlt realize this and under­
ltand his fighting methods." • Simulated ambuSh patrols 
and road clearing operations 
are a high point of the week's 
training. On these exercises 
die men get a taste of the 
mission expected of them 
when tbey join their units. 

Sign On Helmet: 
'Back Off Buddy' 
I Da Nana (USMC)-Mes­
.... in the form of bumper 
Mickers abound on the high­
ways of the United S,alt •. 

They are beginning to 
.lrssom in tbe Republic of 
Vietnam in the form of print­
ed messages on the back of 
kelmets and flack jackets. 
\ One .een on the helmet 
of a marine infantryman 
during Operation Indepen­
dence read: "If you can read 
this you're too damn close 
14acI" 

Qui Nhon (USA) -Tell 
Vietnamese college students 
bere have felt. the impact of 
the U.S. Army-not as a fist 
of military migbt-but, as a 
helping hand 'hrougb a vol­
untary Civic Action program. 

The 10 students who at­
tend.Qul Nbon oormalSchool, 
a two-year teach~rs college, 
were receotly awarded .chol­
arshlps made a vall a b Ie 
through a fund drive of the 
41.t Signal Battalion, bead­
quartered in Qui Nbon. 

Lieutenant Colon.1 Wil­
liam F. MeCormlck Jr., 
4 ht 51g. Bn. Command.r, 
pr.s.nted the s,holarshlets 
of VNS 2,000 each to the 
stUdent dur.ng ceremonlel 
at the .cllool. 

He told "the students, "Wr: 
consider it a privilege to be 
able to help you continue 
your studies." 

The ceremonies marked the 
culmination of a drive by 41 st 
Sig. Bn. Cbaplain Majar Paul 
N. Mitchell, in which he 
collteted donations toUUng 
VN$ 20,000 from units of 
the 40th and 41 st Signal 
Battalions and the 578th 
Signal Detachment in the Qui 
Nbon Area. 

According to Mr. Nguyen 
Truong Luong, Ichool di­
rector, the Icholarshlps 
were awarded according 
to the needs and scholastic 
achleve .... nts of .he .tu­
•• n ... Mr. Lu .. nll laid Ihat 

tile ,"udent., .0 m. e f 
whom are c.Udren of Vie'. 
name.e ,ddl ... killed III 
action, have proven their 
academ c abllltl .. and In. 
dlcat. on earne.t de.I,e 
to continue 'Chool. 

The Normal School 15 the 
only teachers coUege of its 
Iype in the I aod II Corps 
.reas and has an enrollment 
of 800 students. 

Contest Announced 
By Writers League 
. (AFWL)The SIOOin cash 

awards may be the least im­
porlant aspect of the Armed 
Porce! Writers Lugu"s Ama­
teur Short Story Contest. The 
most important a ward to 
many will be the profess­
ional evaluation and criticism 
which each entry will receive. 

The contest, which is open 
to military personnel, depen­
dents, civilian employees, 
veterans and others Interes­
ted in the Armed Forces, is 
for unpubll.;hcd stories of 
1,800 word! or less on any 
subj<ctand closes on Aptill sL 

AU entries must b. submit­
ted on an official entry form 
which can be obtamed by 
wtiting to the Armed Forces 
Writers Leagtte, G e 0 r g e 
Washington Station, Alexan­
dria Va. 223u6 • 

I 

JANUARY JONES- Can I be your March PIN UP??? 
(us Vegas News Service) 
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MON DAY (Mar 6) SATU!\DA Y (Mar 11) 
6,OL Tut Pattern 
6,30 New' lit-a,lURes 

I'w Got .... Secret 
7'00 nu: Flin/s/ollU 
71JO News d: Sport, Scorebocud 
.00 Com hat 

' :00 Bewitched 
" ,30 Third Man 

' 10:00 0,411 Murtin Sho,,, 

TUESDAY (Mar 7) 
6:00 T •• t Pattern • 
6:30 New! licmt/inu 

Whut's My tine? 
7,00 My Favorite .\lartltllt 
7:30 News d: Spor" 
1,00 R(lwllilie 
':00 12 O'Clork High 

10:00 Eiliu/ai/llnenl Special 

WEll N ES DAY (Mar 8) 
6rOO Tut P!ltiU.'1 

6:30 News Jleudlinu 
Information Feature 

7:00 iJalll/fll' (Pari J) 
.7:30 .VCUM J: Sports 
.8:00 Perry Mrllon 

9:00 }{ogu .Uille,. Sf,ow 
'9:30 ChanJUII 11 ]'Jlcater (.'rlbvie) 

THURSDA Y (Mar 9) 
.:00 Trill Putterll 
.:)0 Ncw~ lleadlines 

G.R. College BOll1' 
7:00 Batmoll (Part Il) 
7:30 New:;..(: $pr)fts 
8:00 The 1-:8.1. 
9:00 J<wy Iii.hop SholV 
9:30 '. \Juc Gill! WW TraiXtl 

~ChOu .liillOIl Bule S/IOW 

FRIIlA ~ (MariO) 
6:00 Tut PUI/Ull 
0:30 News J/ca((lj nu 

lnf"rlll ':Iw l, F"a/ure 
7:00 Ad,lmlU; PRIMly 
7:3u New~ :t: Sp .. m~ 
1:00 GII/I~IIHJke 

9:00 DUJlIIII Kaye 
III O:OU '1'1!.c l'c.migfll Show 

1:00 Tut Pattern. 

1,30 Ncw~ Hefl,lline, 
Ent:ycloprdia Ddt. 
Social Security 

2:00 M-Squad 

2:30 Harrigan and SOn 

3:00 Town und COllntrg 
SWillglll Countrll 
Beuer1u HiUIJillier 
AndU Griffith 

.c:JO Sports Euenl 0' :he W"k 
7:00 Jim Bowie 

7,30 News k Sports 

7:"5 Melrolone New.red 

8:00 JacJtie Gle"s.n. S/lcw 

9:00 Hollywood Palace 

10;00 Late SllOw (J/ouie) 

SUNDAY (Ma,· 12) 
1:00 Test Paltern 

1,30 New. lleadliner 
C/II/pel of l/te Afr 

2:00 Educational Special 
3:00 Sunday Mflt{nee (Mallie) 

"':30 Sport s ElJellt of 1M Week 

7:00 Big Picture. 

7:30 Nero. &: Sport. Seor.I"J'U'~ 

8:00 Dick Velll Dyke 

8:30 Candid Colmer. 

9,00 Bonan:!:a 

10,00 Ed. Sulliuan Show 

(Note: These same show. 
can be seen ill olher 
areas as follows:) 

QUI Nhon Mar. 27 - Apr. 2 

·Da Nang Apr. 17 - 23 

Plelku May 8 - 14 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE Answer to Prav:ous Punta , . 

ACROSS 
l.[vergreen tree 
!i-British 

streetcar 
gNessel 

12,Supercilious 
person 

13·Rockfish 
14-8e10re 
lS'Pronoun 
16·Sudden 

calamity 
IS·Click beetle 
20·Latin 

conjunction 
22·Ship 
24·Wooden pinl 
27·Nativ8 metal 

(pl.) 
29·Punctilious 

person 
3I·lIIuminated 
32·To1l5 
34·Hard of 

hearing 
36·French (abbr.) 
37·[merges 
39·Discorct 
41·Near 
42·Rodents 
44·Mediterranean 

vessel 
45·Number 
47·Hits lightly 
49·Acid 
50·Prepare · for 

print 
52·Wlld hog 
54·French artlcr. 
55·Sailor 

(colloq.) 
57·latln for ~ 

"journey" 
59·Compass P0mt 
61·Cheer 
63·Heraldlc 

bearing 
65.51",le 

instance ... 
67 ·River island 
fi8·Foreman _ 
fi9·food proa;ram 

DOWN 
I ·Creek letter 

, 2-Concerned, 

3.Negative 
4 ·Recede 
5·Body of 

soldier. 
6·Reampenstl 
7·/n_nite. 

article 
8·lnsane 
g.Danger 

IO·Conjuncilon 
ll·Symbol for 

tellurium 
17·Measure of 

weight (:lbbr.) 
19·Preposition 
21·Afternoon 

parties 
23·Cravilts 
25·DiscrlmiMtion 
26 .Thoroug~re 
27·Narcolic 
28·Calumniate 
30.Ship channels 
l3·Chair 
3S·Part of violin 

12 

I" 
I" ~ 
~ 120 21 

,27 
H 

Jf .. 
~ 

38·Pierce 
40·lIalics (abbr.) 

• 43.Decays 
46·Da rkness 
48·Satiatc5 
51·Preposition 
53·Note 01 scale 
56·Man's 

nickname 

11' I" 
BS? iOJ 

58·Staff 
60.Damp 
61·Sun god 
62·Three·toed 

sloth 
64·Artificial 

I,mguage 
66·Symbol for 

nickel 

I" U· i'u 1" 
I ~ I" I I ,. 

I" 

~ 
,. 
~ , 122 24 125 26 

E:S$ 129 30 ~ 131 

I"~ 'J W 1'0 

I'" ~ I'Y 1.0 
., 143 ~ .. 

45 46 ~147 148 ~'9 

m~~I"."¥ 
. 67 . DI.". by u~,:,::."u" . . "''" It 

BEETLE BAILEY BY MORT WALKER 

PEANUTS 

I' II 
lJ 
,I 
ii 

By Cartoonist-Of-The-Year Charles M. Schulz 

~E~ ftIoIlt:A(l.IEI:: A!Sot(EO 
\If IF ! I'I.IlC TA~1i l}jAT 
..: R.WDN. I "tREl'I 
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Hazardous Duty 
Is Just Routine 
For PBR Officer 

Navy Renovating French Military Base 

By SSgt. George Hicks, 
USA Staff Writer 

With the rivers and chan­
aels as his road map, Lieuten­
ant Junior Grade Howard 
Hinds, Aurea Ill., a veteran of 
250 river patrol missions and 
30 fire fights, calls danger his 
business. As a patrol boat 
river (PBR) officer with 
River Patrol Section 532 in 
My Tho, he spends his time 
tracking down VC contra-
band. "t 

Da Nang (USN)_Making 
a modern berthing canton­
ment out of an archaic 
former French military base 
is a chailenging and expensive · 
task. 

Over $6 million and tbe 
varied skill, of hundreds of 
Naval and civilian construc­
tionmen are being used to 
renovate Camp Tien Sha, the 
Hhome away from home" for 
sailors of the U.S. Naval 
Support Activity, Da Nang. 

Life for these men consists 
of working I 2 to I 4 hou:s 
a day, seven days a week, 
providing logistical support 
for the more than 100,000 
Al\ied troops in the I Corps 

Area of South Vietnam. Their 
living conditions and recrea-

tional facilities have been 
limited. 

1
4th Division Music I 

Aids MEDCAP Mission 
Pie; Ojereng (USA)_ A 

new twist has been added to 
the civil affairs (S-5) program 
of the I st Battalion, 22nd 
Infantry, 4th Infantry Divi­
sion. Members of the divi. 
sion band have been accom­
panying the unit on M edical 
Civic Action Program 
(MEDCAP) missions. 

During a recent visit to 
the village of Plei Chorr 

near the 2 nd Brigade for­
ward command post, a bat­
talion MEDCAP team, under 
the direction of Captain 
Ronald W. Czepiel, Chicago, 
joined forces with five mem­
bers of the band to provide 
entertainment to the villagc:rs. 

Medics conducted a sick 
call, distributed soap, and 
presented gifts to the villagers 
during the performance. 

l'I've covered the Rung 
Sat area and the major water­
ways of the delta and just 
waiting for the action can be 
as tease as a leild throwing 
conttst.'· remarked Hinds. 

Operation Junction City ... 
In contr .. ting the Rung 

Sat and the Delta, the lieuten­
ant says that Rung Sat is 
more sophisticated in that 
most of the traffic is ocean 
type vessels and his operating 
area is only a five-mil~ zone. 
In the Delta his mission area 
stl;etches for 20 miles and 
the water traffic is made up 
of ju.nks and sampans. 

During a recent Delta 
Patrol the crew picked up a 
contact on radar which proved 
to be a junk. As the PBR 
closed its distance the VC 
fired small arms and antitank 
rockets. Returning fire the 
patrol boat crew killed three 
VC and sank the junk .. 

"When on the river the 
ambush is always a threat 
but accepting the hazards is 
part of the job. Knowing yQur 
area of operation is a big 
asset while on patrol," he 
expLtined. 

In addition to operations, 
the patrol craft are used for 
rescues and medical evacu­
ations on government out­
posts along the river. 

uWe have a 90-hour week," 
said Hinds, Hand as a para· 
dox I majored in printing 
management at Southern 
Illinois University but I 
still like out where action is." 

(From Pag" I, Col. 5) 
contact and quickly silenced 
the enemy. 

Elements of Brigade Head· 
quarters rapidly established 
the vital Tactical Operations 
Center. A Battery, 3rd Bat­
talion, 319th Artillery, moved 
their air - dropped 105mm 
howivz;ers into firing posi­
tions. The other companies 
moved into pr(planned posi­
tions to secure the battalion 
and brigade posts, and the 
fire support base. 

During a sweep of the area 
Feb. 25, units of the I st In­
fantry Division located 2 1/2 
tons of rice, I 1/4 tonS of 
salt, four butterfly bombs. 
500 pounds of dvnamite and 
numerous documents. EIe · 
ments of the 173rd Airborne 
located an enemy base camp 
containing two mess halls, 
three sleeping huts, five shd­
ters, and assorted clothing 
and cooking equipment. 

Arti11ery missions by the 
11 th Armored Cavalry Reg­
i men t accounted for 15 
enemy killed Feb. 28. The 
missions were fired in support 
of uni. s of the lot Infantry 
Division in contact with an 
estimated two en e m y p]a­
toons. 

In a jungle s..,eep, a unit 
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AIRBORNE FIREPOWER- A paratrooper-artilleryman 
of 'he J 73rd Airborne Briagade stllnds rear'~ to derig 
a J05mm howitzer as it hits the drop zone. (llSA Photo) 

of the 1 st Infantry located a 
large enemy training center 
base camp containing class­
room5, meSS halls, 22 strut:· 
lures and 142 undelgroun~ 
fortifications. 

During the first six days 
of the operation, the Army's 
12th Cdmb1t Aviation Group 
transported more than 23,000 
troops and delivered more 
than 3,900 tons of supplies. 
Air Force strike pilO'ts flew 
more than 855 sorties in 
support of the operation. 

Heavy contact was report­
ed by the 1 st Infantry DIvi­
sion on Feb. 28, while other 
II FFORCEV units in the 
operation reported sporadic 
co,\tact. A squad from the 
15t Infantry made contact 
with what was estimated to 

/ 

be a unit large than an enemy 
compau, 18 miles northeast 
of Toy Ninh City. Tactical 
air and artillery wer .. cal1ed 
in on the enemy positions, 
and reinforcements were heli­
lifted into the area. 

Friendly casualties were 
beavy in the company mak­
ing the initial contact. Early 
reports indicated three enemy 
were kil1ed. 

D uri n g other sweeps 
through the jungles Feb. 28, 
units located 115 more tons 
of rice-bringing the total to 

282 tons-and two more base 
camps. In the first week of 
Operation Junction City, 104 
enemy were killed. Overall 
friendly casualties continue 
to be light, ~ 

The rebabilitation program, 
is u{'signed to ease the bur­
den of tbe Navymen by pro­
viding them w1th modern 
berthing areas and offering 
them a variety of things to, 
do in their off.duty hours. 

New tropical ba'"rracks are­
presently being constructed. 

A recreation room and a. 
TV room are included in 
each building. The old French 
barracks 3re being renovated 
and the living space of each 
man will be Increased. Capa­
city of the camp will grow 
frorr>"2,500to more than 4,000 
men. America'n plumbing and ' 
electrical fixtures arc being 
installed to replace the pre­
sent antiquated s y s t ems. 
Eventually, power for TieD 
Sha will be provided by a 
eentral power plant in lieu of 

the g,-nerator. now belnll 
""ed. , 

Recreatloftal facilities plan­
ned include a 1000·.e.t com­
mercial1y desillned theater, a 
large gymnasium, ten n i s 
court., two softball field., 
.nd an Olympic-sized swim­
ming pool. Also, a new 
enlisted men's club will be 
built, combining a club and 
recreation center. This will 
be in addition to the present 
club, the Monkey Mountain 
Inn. 

[I DC Troops ... 
(From Pat_ I, Col. 4) 

area. 
In addition to the combat 

operations, a very active 
Revolutionary Development 
Program is underway to win 
the hearts and minds of tho> 
people aver to the support of 
the government. 

Food Issued 
During the past few months 

this camp has been re­
sponsible for having hOll'ed, 
clothed and fed over 2,900 
refugees. Hundreds of pounds 
of wi-eqt and rice were issued 
to feed them. A food issue 
will continue until their first 
crops are in. 

Medical attention has been 
a primary concern of the. 
Green B er e t m ed i c a'l 
specialists and their Vietnam­
ese Special Forces counter. 
parts. They have given me­
Ical treatment to over 900 
patients and 40 have been 
provided with dental care. 

To launch the self-help 
program, a Montagnard 
Agricultural Training Center 
was opened, a poultry center 
constructed and a fish pond 
stocked. I ! 

The refugees are no longer 
refugees, but members of 
their own community. They 
are busily constructing their 
new homes and a feeling of 
a better way of life ieneraUy 
prevails. _ 


