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'Year • 
In Review: 

Year:·1966 jammed with 
hard-won achievements 

The year 1960 will go down in Marine Corps his- MARCil tory as a year of many achievements. The war • On March 1. the 5th Marine Division of here in Vietnam has added many colorful pages [WD Jima fame was reborn at Camp Pendleton, to the already bulging files of Marines in action in California. It became the fourth Marine Division in combat. The strength of the Corps has increased active forces. RLT·26 is the first unit activated. to a size larger than the peak reached during Activation of two other infantry regiments, 27th the Korean War. The first Medal of Honor for and 28th Marines. to follow. Artillery Regiment, valiant service during the Vietnam war was award- following historical precedent, to foUow. Artillery ed to Sergeant Robert E. O'Malley. Regiment, following historical precedent, to be Sadly though, the year has not brought peace- I designated 13th Marines. the prize of battle always sought by Marines since Headquarters and major portions of Division to their beginnin~. be located at Camp Pendleton. One battalion Jand-Here are the significant items that made news.in ing team, together with Marine aviation elements Marine Corps History Books during the year 1966. based at Kaneohe Bay. Hawaii. JANUARY • On March 2, 1966 the Marine Corps oflicially 
• Marines in Vietnam approximate 38,500. U.S. Armed Forces total more than 181,000 in Viet­

nam. Overall Marine Corps strength approximates .} 214,500. 

receives its own verse to "Navy Hymn": "Eternal Father, grant we pray, To all Marines both night and day, The courage, honor, strength, and skill, 
Their land to serve, Thy law (Dlfm; Be tholl the shield forevermore, From every Ileril to the Corps." 

Hasty briefing 
SSgt. John L. Judy briefs his fire team leaders during 

II multi-company operation 25 miles southwest of Da Nang. 
The two-day mission lIelled J J VC killed and nlimeroliS 
weapons fOllnd. (Photo by LCpl. J. L. McClory) 

Operation Chinook: 

Three rugged days 
before truce began 

By: Cpl. Cal Guthrie tlefield, but thick cloud cover PHU BAr-Waves of Viet Cong hampered efforts, Marine artil­soldiers moving behind barrages Icry illumination was fired below of cnemy mortars pounded Ma- the clouds and the battleground rine lines from dusk to dawn suddenly lit up catching enemy marking the last day of fighting soldiers in the open, Rifles and on Operation Chinook before tho machineguns caught them in a Christmas truce. deadly cross-fire as they scurried 
The 3rd Battalion, Twenty- for cover. 

Sixth Regiment, 3rd Division Ma- The grey light of dawn un­rines killed more than 50 com- covered bodies, weapons, blood rnunist soldiers during the night- trails and blood-soaked rags lit­long battle. This brought the tering the crater-pocked battle· enemy dead total to 154 in three front as the Marines moved days of fighting. through the area, 
Marine casualties were light. It ended the third such engage-More than 400 rounds of enemy ment in as many nights since the mortar fire pounded the Marine battalion took up positions in the positions during the action, start- rolling hills 12 miles north of jng at dusk on Dec, 23 and COll- Hue, 

tinuing through the early morning The battalion had been in Viet­hours of Christmas Eve, The nam only two we~ks when Opera­communists broke contact and tion Chinook began, They have fled at dawn. become battle-tested v~terans in Fighting from water-filled holes a hurry. 
in torrential rains during the all· At the end of three days of night engagement, the Marines intense fighting the Marines have drove back an estimated thrt'e averaged mOre than 50 enemy companies of hard-core VC. kills a day, They captured five The communists came within 10 Viet Cong and seized more than yards of the Marine lines at times 40 automatic weapons and light in attempts to overrun the posi· machineguns, 
lions. More than 200 Chinese commu-A flareship was on station in nist-type grenades have been an attempt to illuminate the bat- , (Continued on Back Page) 

• Marine Corps Reserve Civic Action Fund for Vietnam reaches $105,088, 
• Operation "Double Eagle" begins January 28-a search and cleal' mission, largest sustained 

op<'ration ever conducted in Vietnam by U.S Ma­
rines, and biggest amphibious landing since the 
Korean War. Phase I ends February 18, 

• Congress authorized Marine Corps additional 54.994 men to build new division and supporting 
units, and to provide replacements [01' Vietnam, 

• Silver Star Medal awarded posthumously to CWO James N, Lee, for gallantry in action at cost 
of his life, during crisis in Dominican Republic: 

FEBRUARY 
• National Defense Service Medal (or bronze star in lieu of second award) authorized Marines 

on active duty after December 31, 1960. 
• On February 19, Phase II of Operation "Double Eagle" begins. 

• On March 10, Marine helicopters. in one of the 'nost daring rescues ever attempted, evacuate 
Spe"lal Forces and Vietnamese troops from enemy­
enril eled Camp at A Shau, 

... Force Logistics Command (FLC) aclivated at Da Nang to provide for expanding needs of III 
MAF. 

• Operation "Oregon" takes place March 21·24; a multi·battalion operation northwest of Phu Bai. 
• Operation "Texas" takes place same time as "Oregon"; also a multi·battalion operation but in 

the Quang Nga'i province. 
• Operation "Kings" ends March 26. Battalion­sized sweep and rice·harvest·protection operation, 
• March 26 begins Operation "Jack Stay"­initial employment of U.s. Combat Forces in river­

line operations, Marine Special Landing Force 
clears Viet Cong from mangrove-infested area ad­
jacent to one oC Saigon's vital rivet links with South 

(Continued on Back Page) 

Action on T rinicJad Operation 
Smoke rises lIlId Marines duck as LCpl. Richard A. Miler (left) and LCpl. Larry Joseplt fire a mortar at the VC during a search and sweep operaliotl conducted by 1st Bn., 1st Marines, IstMarDiv. III the operatioll, called Trinidad, 33 Viet COlIg were killed alld 27 captllred. 

(Photo by PFC Clark D. Thomas) 
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Clr('uifltion this issut" 29.000 

Combat diplomat 

There is a saying among some old-timers in the armed 
forces that "The service just isn't what it lIsed to be," Under­
standably so. The role of the military man has IIl1dergolle many 
changes in the 191 year!J' since we became a nation" 

The prili.ary missioll of the military man is still to defelld 
this nation Nagains! all enemies, both foreign and domestic," 

In this, the United States' armed forces has no equal. The 
Marine, soldier, sailor, and airman of today has repeatedly 
shown he is JUS! as tOllgh, courageous, well-trained and de­
dicated to the principles of freedom as the men of Valley Forge, 
Bull Run, Belleau Wood, Corregidor alld Pork Chop Hill. 

However, ill today's fast-paced, tensioll-filled world, the 
military mall must be more thall simply a combat-ready guardian 
of freedom. He must also be a diplomat, teacher, humanitarian, 
scientist and public relations man in IIniform. 

In these capacities America's service personnel have proven 
their worth. Whether seeking maral/ding VC, giving medical 
care in a disaster-stricken town, soaring through space to further 
man's scientific knowledge, teaching a class 011 democratic: 
principles or sharing rations with a starving child, the military 
man of today serves the nation well .. 

rSea"Ylieriill"-i3il 
~ New additions to th,' SEA Tl·

1

3343 Tula Street I"" 
GER Mail Bag who desire Mil- Baton Rouge, La. 70802 Charlene Matson (Hi) 
rines to write to arc: >:< ~ ::. ! 1153 West 8th Street 

'" (t ¢ Susan Greenwood Eric. Penna. 
Kathy Nehila (tl) Box 244 • " , 
38509 Wade Road Clayton. La. Kathy Bengel (17) 
Romulus. Michigan 48174 II' * 2659 Schley Street 

,~. >I< I~ Mrs. Kenneth R. Flash Eric, PenlHL 16508 
Judy Avery (16) 7323 Chef Menteur .' ,', 
Chapman Lane New Orleans, La. 
Gales Fen)" Conn. O()335 .,. * ", 

'" '" ':' 
Kathleen Saunders (15) 
Route No, 1 
Greenwich, N('w York 12834 

:I: * ~, 

Marguret Patten 

1

40.70 Hamplon SI., Apt IF 
Queens, New York 11373 , . . 
Bonnie Van Volkenburg 
2669 Rainville Road 
Victoria, B.C., Canada 

'" ') 

Shirley Matson (23) 
1153 West 8th SI. 
Erie, Penna. 16502 , . 

(t8) 

, 

" Joan L. Washkovich (19) 
5916 8th Ave., N.E. 
Seattle, Washington 98105 

:I< * ~, 

Dianne C. Rea 
340 North Fifth Ave. 
Des Plains, Illinois 60016 , 
Lillian Welty (19) 
Apt 306 1065 Pearl 
Denver, Colorado 80203 

• • 
.Joe Kolozi 
119 Summit Hall 

• 

Slippery Rock State College 
Slippery Rock, Pa. 16057 

• • 
Barbara Leitner (19) 
4310 Wesley Terrace 
Schiller Park, III. 60176 

" Salley Paterson (17) 

• 

• 

Mrs, Horace Goss 
202 Donald Drive 
Pensacola, Florida 

* * 
Shirley Peterson (18) 
3007 Highland Avenue 
McKeesport, Penna. 

Il' ,;: 

Sisters of Beta Phi Tau 
65 Os tend Road 
Island Park 
Long Island, N, Y. 11558 

" 

* • * 
Alice Piatkowski (16) 
606 S. Carldon Street 
Allentown, Penna. 18103 · , . 
Barbara Gallono (18) 
314 Fort Lee Road 
Leonia, N.J. 07605 '" ,~ ~, 

Rena Milani (20) 
62L S. Madison Street 
Madrid, Iowa 

'" oro ~, 

Mrs. Marion Veenstra 
98 Van Winkle Avenue 
Passaic, N.J, · '" ~" 
Joy Inman (16) 
Route No. 1 Levens Add. 
Ferriday, Louisiana 

'" • * 
Charlene Singer (18) 
RFD No.1 
Mystic, Conn. 06355 · . , 
Loxina Spitalieri (17) 
1907 66th Street 
Brooklyn. N.Y. 11204 

Background for troops: 

Patl'icia Donnelly 
3004 Atlantic 
Franklin Park, Ill. 

" 

3/7 sweep 
DA NANG-A two·day multi· 

I 
company search and destroy 
operation conducted by the 3rd 
Battalion, Seventh Marines, 1st 
Marine Division, ended Dec. 22 
with 11 Viet Cong killed. 

The operation, 25 miles south­
west of Da Nang, was conducted 
in driving rain with limited visi­
bility. 

In a sweep and blocking ma­
neuver, one company was helo­
lifted behind the suspected com­
munist positions while the sec­
ond, anchored on the Vu Gia 
river, set up a blocking position 
stretching to the mountains. 

Sweeping east of the river, the 
Leathernecks compressed the 
Viet Cong into a pocket. 

Captured weapons include two 
carbines, one U.S. rifle, one 
French machinegun, and two Rus­
sian rifles. The Marines also 
found several uniforms and gre­
nades in caves during the opera­
tion . 

One captured Viet Cong suspect 
defected to the Marines after tell­
ing a story of maltreatment by 
his leaders. 

Marine casualties were light. 

Future of the Pacific community 
(Following are excerl'ts from a speeeh by Japan. A third has been our aid in economic and 

Honorable Dean Rusk, Secretary of State, berore social development: capital, technical assistance, 
the Assoelation of Stage Colleges and National As· and aid in education. 
soclation or State Universities and Land·Grant Of course, we have not been alone in this effort. 
Colleges In Washington, D.C.) Great Britain, Australia, France, and many nations, 

Those closest to the danger know that South including Japan, have contributed on a significant 
Vietnam is the target of an aggression-and that scale. The Republic of the Philippines is an increas­
the aggression must be repelled if there is to be a ingly important regional center for education and 
reasonable prospect of peace in East Asia and the training. Thailand has made many contributions to 
Western Pacific. IncreaSingly, those who understand regional educational programs, including support 
the danger are willing to help in dealing with it. In for SEATO educational and scientific programs and 
that area it is realized that our firm stand in Viet· the new Asian Institute of Technology in Bangkok. 
nam and Southeast Asia is giving the nations of the Taiwan is exporting expert assistance, especially 
region time to build and organize their strength, in agriculture. 
resources and development. Education aUects growth 

Economic and Social Progress A recent study sustains the presumption that 
Another salient reality about East Asia and the economic growth is related to ratios of educational 

Western Pacific is the economic and ~ocial pro- enrollment to total population. It indicated that 
gress of most of the non-Communist countries. Some gross national product per capita begins sustained 
of them face difficult problems. But nearly all are growth when primary enrollments reach 8 to 10 per­
making genuine advances and look to the future cent of the total population-that subsequent eco-

Some of the old-times lire right, the !J'ervice isn't what it with high confidence, nQmic growth seems to be associated with the' 
lIsed to be. It's a Int more. (AFNB) New Zealand has achieved a new high in per expansion of secondary enrQllment beyond 2 per­
--------------c----------~---- capita income. Austra1ia is forging ahead. Thailand cent of the populatiQn; then, finally, with the 

M 
·'··d b has made very substantial economic progress. So growth of university level enrollments. , Itary a, S 

'
·n gr,·m ,·0 has Malaysia. The Republic of the Philippines has Some such relationship between educational and 

new dynamic leadership. The Republic of China on economic growth appears in the East Asia and 
Taiwan has become a showplace of the Western Pacific area, Japan passed the 10 percent mark in 

By Cpl. W. L. Christofferson 
DA NANG-llundreds of lsI 

Division Marines spent Christ­
mas Eve at the grim task of 
recovering bodies of more than 
100 persons killed when a civilian 
cargo plane crashed into a vii· 
lage ncar the Da Nang airfield, 

Mar i n e s, Seabees and Air 
Force personnel worked through 
the night, removing bodies and 
aiding the injured. 

By Christmas m 0 r n i n g, the 
death count had reacht!d 91, and 
was expected to climb still high­
er. All four of the plane's crew 
members were also killed. 

More than 50 houses were de­
stroyed when the p I a n e, ap­
I}roaching for a landing, crashed 
neal' the Hoa Vang di~trict head­
quarters, about one-half mile 
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south of the airstrip. Pacific, and is providing technical assistance to ap- primary enrollments before 1900, the 2 percent en-
Marines fro m Headquarters proximately 25 countries. Indonesia has pulled back rollment in secondary schools during the first world 

Battalion 1st Military Police Bat· from the abyss and is putting its affairs in order. war; and its enrollment at university level in ratio 
talion, and 1st Shore Party Bat- The Republic of Korea is making remarkable to total population is now the third highest in the 
tali on, were among those to re- economic progress, both industrial1y and in agricul· world. Australia and New Zealand have educational 
spond to a call for assistance. tural production. At the same time, it continues records not unlike Japan's; and they rank among 

By the time they reached the to be a major contributor to the security of Free the world's leaders in per capita gross national 
scene in trucks, it was nearly 2 Asia. In ratio to population, its contribution of product. 
a.m. They worked until 10 a.m. troops to the defense of South Vietnam is compara- Taiwan and the Republic .of Korea have high 
in collecting bodies and maintain- ble to ours. rates of literacy and increasing enrollments in 
ing security around the plane Japan's rise to unprecedented heights of pro- secondary schools and universities. And the expan­
and its cargo, drawing light snip- ductivity and per capita income has been achieved sion of education in the Philippines, Thailand, 
er fire in the process. by peaceful means under democratic institutions. Malaysia, Singapore and Hong Kong has followed, 

Headquarters Bn. mess hall The economic progress of the free nations of the or been accompanied, by the econQmic growth that 
provided rations and coffee for Western Pacific stands in sharp contrast to Main- has been the hallmark of the last 10 years. And 
the men, most .of whom had been land China-where there has been no increase in despite war and terror-including the assassination 
rousted from their beds when per capita income in the last 10 years. of school teachers by the Viet Cong-Soulh Vietnam 
word of the crash was received. Many nations contribute has achieved the ratios of enrollment associated 

Colonel Waltt!r Moore, Division The United States has made vital contributions elsewhere with the beginning of sustained economic 
Civil Affairs officer, directed the to the independence and to the economic and social growth. 
Marine portion of the operation. advance of the free nations of East Asia and the In any event, in most of the free nations of East 
ColoneL Moorl:! said plans are be- Western Pacific. Asia and the Western Pacific the educational 
ing made to rebuild the houses , One has been to help provide a shield of security. foundations have been laid for sustained economic, 
dc::;troyed by the crash. I Another was a peace of genuinc reconciliation with, social and political development. 



Religious views of Christmas in Vietnam 

Cardinal Spellman celebrates Mass 
Francis Cardinal Spellman, Archbishop of New York and Vicar of Military Personnel, 

celebrated a Mass at the Amphitheater on Hill #327 before thousands of Marines. Assistillg 
him were Chaplain Lavin (right), 1st Marine Division and Monsignor Harold Prutiell, MACV 
Chaplain, Saigon. (Sea Tiger Staff Photo) 

. . ~ 

Christmas carolers 
Two ministers of the Christian Mission at Tam Ky introduce their children's chorus to 

Marines at the Cha Lai USO, Dec. 20. The children sang Christmas carols for one hour and 
traditional Vietnamese songs. (Photo by Sgt. Earl Lewis) 

Services in the field 
Church services being held in the field on Christmas Day 

for the 3d Bn., 26th Marines by Chaplain B. Wattigny of the 

Member Missionary Servants of the Most Holy Trinity, during 

Operatioll Chinook, 27 km. north of Hue. 
(Photo by LCpl. N. B. Call) 

Billy Graham 
Billy Graham, world renown evangelist, is greeted upon 

his arrival in Va Nang by LtGen. L. W. Walt, CG, III MAF . 

Dr. Graham conducted services at the amphitheater before 

thousands of Marines, as part of his tour to various units of 

the Armed Services in Vietnam. (Photo by Cpl. D. E. Brodale) 
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Rains didn't dampen spirits 

at Keyser Town celebration 
By Sgt. Mike McCusker 

CHU LAI-It rained the day "Keyser Town" held its Christmas Party. 

The weather had been beautiful for four days, a welcome break in the midst of the 

monsoons. Then it changed on the very day it should have been its clearest. 

. Staff Sergeant William F. Keyser grumbled at the rain. He had more than 1,000 

pounds of gifts donated by the people of his hometown, Waukegan, Ill., to give to the 

people of the Tich Tay Village. 

Keyser, civil affairs chief for the 1st Tank Bn., 1st Marine Division, had worked 

with the villagers for several -
months At first he was distrusted I house. They came from all parts made to local dignitaries and the 

and ev~n laughed at. But Keyser 01 the village a rambling cluster gilts passed to villagers. 

is a man who just naturally of hamlets sprea~ out over sand Despite the weather, tbere 

likes people. and his personality dunes and low h.lls. Two 01 !he eould Dol bave been a happier 

is infectious. hamlets were on the other Side gathering. Keyser was the bap-

Belore long he was the lavorite 01 the An Tan River •. but the plesl of them all. The parly be 

son of the villagers. He did many people crossed in the" flimsy bad worked so bard 10 make a 

things for them. The greatest boats. reality was a success. 

thing was allow them to make The party went on as scheduled. He wished the pea pie of 

Ihelr own decisions. He knew that The children played games be· Waukegan. 10,000 miles away, 

good intentions many times fell fore they were given their candy I could be here to see what they 

short of their goal, especially if and toys. Presentations were had made possible. 

they were forced upon the rep 

cipients. 
He had planned a long lime for I 

this Christmas Party. 
He wrote a letter to a columnist 

for the Waukegan News·Sun. His 

letter to Bernice Just, in her I 
column "Just about People" was 

reprinted in its entirety. 

It was a plea for clothes, 

medicines and toys (or the Chil- I 

dren. The response was immedi­
ate and overwhelming. 

Tbe entire City of Waukegan 

101 Inlo Ibe ael. 
Led by Ibe Marine 

League detachment there, of 

wblch Keyser was a past presl· 

dent, several civic organizations , 

Joined with bundreds of local 

citizens to send more than 1.000 I 

pounds of clothing, tooth brushes, I 

medicines, Ioys aDd candy 10 Ibe I 
villagers of Tlcb Tay. 

The project was called Hopera'l 

lion Keyser Town." 
Keyser convinced the villagers 

that Ihe gifts came not from him 

but a whole ci'ty in a people-to­
people program. 

Everything was ready on the 

morning of Thursday, Dec. 22, the 

day scheduled for the party. 
But it rained and Keyser was 

. worried that It would spoil bolh 

the parly and damage the gifts. 

Slowly at first, the people 

gathered in the earthen, tree 

shaded yard of the village school· 

Night light 
LCpl. Allen W. Upton lights up with a candle at the 1st 

Marine Regiment, IstMarDiv CP south of Da Nang. Picture 

was taken prior to Christmas during a search and destroy 

mission by He" Co., 1st Marines. 
(Photo by PFC Clark D. Thomas) 

Tanlcers toss leather 

SPORTS 
Thuraday NIKht 

TOURNAMENTS 
WCAC Tourn~)' 

At Sftn Jose, Cal. 
(Semlfinalll) 

Pacific U. 75 Santn Blirboro 7:1 1 

Sltn Frnn. 81 LoYQia (CuI.) 68 

(Conflolalion) 

Bantn Chu's 96 91. MArv's 67 

Sun Jose St. 94 Pel1penlfne 88 

• • 
Far We.' Cla1l81~ 
At Portland, Orlo'. 

(SfomlflnaIM) 
Wnshlngton St, 77 OrPl'on 56 

W ushlngton 81 Indiana 79 
(Coa .. latlon) 

W. Virginia 93 Mlnnl"sotn 88 

8t Louis 64 Orp~n St. 52 
• • 

LON An.-elf'll CI .... I~ 
At LoR Angei{>s 

(SellliflDaIM) 
UCLA 91 
Southern CIl!. 73 

Geor~ill Te('h 72 
1IlinoiI!J 72 

(ConMol.tlon) 
Mlchlgnn 98 Wisconsin 88 

Arkunl!ml 65 Arizona 61 (0,·1.) · . . 
Amerlelln Lel'lon Tourne:r 

At S€'nttlf'. Wlll!h. 

7. 
(ht Round) 

(Orcl) 96 
• 

Bllyi-or 72 
\':'YOming 92 

Quaker Cit)' Tournf')' 
At Phllarielphln 

(8f>mlflnalll' 
Princeton 56 Vllilmo"11 52 

LouiSVille 75 SynlcliSC 71 

• • 
Quet"n City Clu)llc 

(hit Boaad) 
Fo,irfleld 86 Loyoln (Ln.) 68 

CanlslUI5 80 $ealon Hall 58 

Trlan .. le Tournpy 

(18t Boand) 

N. Carolina St. 80 Pittsburgh 52 

B. Carolina 69 AII' Force 51 
• • • 
San Bowl Toara~)' 

(18t Boa.d) 
S. Illinois 59 Texas Wes tern 54 

SMU 84 Drake 81 (2 O\'t.) 
• 

8u .. ar Do.;t T8ur.~)' 
(bt Boand' 

utah 90 Boston Coli. 88 

Bl'adley 60 Tf'-nnpssee 53 

• • • 
l'oln!M'ttla Clusle 

(t", Bound) 
FUrmlln 81 
Clemson ~2 • • 

Pan Amerlean Tourney 
At Edinburg, T ex. 

(SemlfinaIM) 

RicE' 79 
LSU 82 

St. M arY's (Tex.) 58 Centrfll Okln. 51 

Pan American 88 Emparl" St. 74 

«~oll~ol.tlon) 

Cpntl'fli Mo. 80 Lamar T('{'h 69 

SW Texas 85 Minn. (Duluth) 66 · . . Chlro St. In"ltIlIl0081 
At Chico, Cal. 

(SemifinQhi) Albrl,ht Invitatlonul 

SW Mo. 90 SuC'tflnwnto St. 82 (J:o~tna".) 

C~ntr·tLi Wu~h. 70 Chico St. 66 St. Francis (Pa.) 55 Albright 50 

(Clln8olnUon) (3d Place) 

C'lnrk 89 Wlllamette 79 lIobtl'n 89. . Bo.stcn U. 69 

82 Humboldt St. 78 
co • Charlotte Invitational 

Rulabow C'luKlc At Charlotte. N.C. 

At Honolulu (Finailli) 

Calltornln 60 (FlnallJ) SUBPAC 45 Maryland 57 (ScI Place) Army 54 

(3d Plat'e) DIl'\"tdson 74 Fordham 60 

Portland 68 Ua.waU Sf, •• • 

(3th Plaer) Galf &oath Cl •• sle 

HUl'nlrd 88 Montana 89 (be Bound) 

(7th Plo«) Morehead 83 LA. Tech 86 

Notre Dflmf' 88 HawaII MarinE's 67 E. Tenn. St. 98 Centenary 83 

,. ,.. ,..,. 

HIJt F.h[bi Tournament 
At KAnsas City, Mo. 

(SemifJllub) 
Iowa St. 78 KaaM &c.. 87 

Kanlal!l 86 Oklahoma 78 
(C ou.olatlon) 

Nebraskll 73 Oklaboma St. 64 

Colornrto 92 Missouri 57 

• • • 
AIl-ColleJtf' Tourn~)' 

(Semifinal.) 
Okla. City 88 St!mford 73 

MontaRll St. 61 Temple 60 
(Con"ohdlon) 

Massarhllsetts 85 DePaul 77 

Texlls 89 Arizona St. 88 
• 

Cb.pm.u Invltution.1 
(Semlflnnh,) 

Vlllley St. 102 Fullerton H 

Chupmnn 74 SPllttie Pac. 72 

. (Consol.Uon) 
Long Beflch St, 86 Cn l. Luthpran 60 

Ir,'lng 84 • W:stmont 74 

CuI. A, .. lpli Tournf'Y 
At D8\'ls. Cui. 

(Fl .... I) 

Cal. Aggles 86 Rin~r8ide 74 
(3d PI."p) 

St'nomn St. 83 FI'psno PII('. 81 (O\'t.) 

• • • 
Cauroll Hollda;", FptdlVld 

At An8-C'Onda. Mont. 
(lilt Ruund) 

SoutJlf'rn Colo. 106 CurroU 86 

F.. MontUl~1l 68 &u! Dlpgo 67 

AIC Toarnp)' 
(Flnlda) 

Amerkan Inti. 77 Northpftstern 76 
(ConMolution) 

Vermont 91 Bowdoin 60 

Trinity (Conn,) 82 Middlebury 72 

Sprlng-W'ld 76 Amherst 56 

• • • 
Leo :M,!),op Indt.tlooal 

At SyrflCUsP, N.Y. 
(FI •• III) 

lORn 59 Le Moyne 45 
(3d Platt') 

~tayette 62 

Kodak Clallllie 
(Flnallf) 

Georgetown 101 Dartmouth 69 
(14 Piau) 

Purdue 112 • 
Galor Bowl 

RocheRter 73 
• 

At Gainfll'lvlllp. FlA,. 
(FI •• III) 

92 Vn, Tech 83 
(3d PIaN) 

Georgia 90 Pf'nn St. 82 

• • • 
Arkanll." St. T •• m..,.. 

At Joneaboro, Ark, 
(Fl •• 1M' 

Arkansas St. 58 
(3d Pla~~' 

Kent St . 63 (O,'t.) 
• • 

L • .,. I."ltatlon •• 
(ht B •••• ) 

Colorado St. SO NYU 53 

Po('ono ('laJ!;ljlc 
(Finals) 

Dein ..... llro 83 E. Stroudsbul'g' 73 

( .. P .... , 

Lehigh 85 (:It' Plaee~eRcballtW ..... 

MQra\'lan ;2 Muhlenberg 50 
• 

Ark.n •• " Tournpy 
At Fay~ttevllle. Ark. 

tid Bound) 
Ark. St. Tehrs. 84 Ark. ColI. Q.~ 

Sam Houston 83 OZllrks 69 

NE Louisiana 69 Oulchlta. 62 

Henderson 78 Southern St. 69 

• • 
Cotten Bowl Tourft~y 

(IBt Boa.d) 
Arlington St. 98 Austin 76 

E. Tex. Baptist 68 E. Tex. St. 81 

Midwestern 90 Bishop 78 
(Semltln.ll!I) 

Mldwestpr:a 83 • Arlinfton St. 66 

Ft. En.tI. "vllatlon.t 
At Ft. Eustil'l, Va. 

(FlaaIN) 
H.·Sydney 99 ElIznbeth City 85 

(Sd Plllf!t'" 
Virginia St. 87 Newport Npws 59 

(."Ith Pillee) 
Em. & Hpnr~' 97 Ft. Eustis 62 · . 

Wllmlnl'ton Holiday Tourney 
At Wilmington. N.C. 

(ht Uonnd) 
RoanokE' 99 Wilmington 98 

Guilford 113 Phllblant (Va.) 95 · . . 
Haron Coll~ .. e Tournpy 

(Fhtals) 
Sioux Falls 91 Oen B('(ldle 80 

(3d Plaee) 

Ynnkt'lln ~l lIul'on 68 

'ppru Invitational 
At Peru, Ne\' , 

(18t ..... ) 
Northwf'l4t Mo. 77 Midland 66 

Ppru 103 C. Stockton 95 (2 0"1.) 
• • 

RaC!lne Tournament 
At Racine, Wis . 

(Fla.I.) 
Lewis (Ill.) 80 Stevens Point 74 

(3d PlaC!e) 
Dubuque 79 Dominican 85 · . 

Lo\\,,.11 Invitational 
At Lowell, Mass. 

fn •• ls) 
Lowell St .• 9 Suffolk 72 

(14 PlaC!f') 
Mprrlmack 88 Lowell Tech 81 

• • 
Nonll".t. 8ft1 ... n.t Bo __ 1) 

W. Mnr:rland 9fi Glassboro St. 80 
• • • 

Capital Cit, Cla_flle 
Ct.t Ro.ad) 

Albany (N.Y.) 93 Marlst 80 

SIena 101 New Palg; 75 
• • 

HoIld.y To.rumenl 

New Mex~co 85 • Tex:a AA:)( 54 Rio 
(Ftaal.) .. 

Grande (0. ) 13 W. Va. St. 92 

Or •• ltf' CU,. CI •• MIe 
(FI •• I.) 

HirAm Scott 94 8t. Cloud 72 

(N Place) 
Concord (W.Va.) 106 CpdarviJIe 1 

• • • 
(3d PlaCf') U.k. Wf' .. I~y.n T •• rn~r 

Rockhurat 78 Plttsbuf8' (Kan.) 61 At Mitchell. S.D. 

'. 

(6t' Plaee) (Flu •• ) 

''------..... ----;.-~:r;:A:::i 
Otterbpill 78 St. ThomHtI 66 "Dak. Wl"sit'yan 108 Kearn€"y 7 

PFC William R. Beck, Ir (left) gets set to toss a left hook at PFC Waymo R. Marsh 

during a boxing match held at 3d Tank Bn., 1st Marine Division. Ten bouts were part of 

Sunday afternoon festivities at the tank battalion. The bom ended in a draw according to the 

referee (center), I slSgl. Louis P. Slezak. (Pholo by LCpl. I. E. Russell) 

IG 

(nil Plaee) (3d PI.c~) 

- ~u.""' ____________________________________________________ ~:St~.~J:O:h:n~'.~(~M::ln:n~.'~88~ __ ~E~.~I:II:ln:o:I~'~6:'~B:u:e:n:a,:v:l.:t:'_9:'~ ___ ~V:.:I:le~Y~C~It:y~ 



Corpsman fighting uphill 
against custom, tradition 

By: Cp\. Albert MitcheIl 
DA NANG-Normal sick caIl hours for a military unit run something like 8 to 10 

a.m. and 1 to 2 p.m.-emergencies any time. 
Combined Action Company "B", with headquarters in Hoa Thanh village, six 

miles west of Da Nang, isn't a normal unit, and the people who line up for sick caIl 
aren't military. 

Sick call hours for the Vietnamese people are from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. with emergen­
cies all the time. 

CAe "8", which combines u .-:--------,..---,------c-.,------"" ____ -=-------
squad of MCJrines with a platoon for most everything else; this program, CAe "B" requires some 
of Papula.' Force troops, has makes up the corpsman's di:l.Y. $900 worth of medical supplies 
units in various villages around After the first patients arc dis~ every three to foul' weeks. The 
Da Nang with the mission of penscd with, "Doc goes to break· supplies !;I.l'C divided among CAe 
guarding and pacifying their 10- fast. By the time he finishes stations in foul' villages with a 
calc. Part of the pacification more patients are waiting. total population of approximate-
work is medical treatment of "Most of the complaints," the Iy 5,000. 
local villagers. 21-year-old corpsman maintains, 

The dispensary at CAC "B" "result from lack of knowledge 
headquarters in Hoa Thanh vii. about hygiene. Soap in Vietnam 
Iage, is run by Hospital Corps. cost foul' cents a bar and the 
man Third Class Charl('s E. people can't always buy it. We 
Wilkinson. give them free soap when we 

When "Doc" Wilkinson rolls out can." 
of bed there are usually several Emergencies occur in the CAC­
mothers with children waiting guarded hamlets as regularly as 
patiently at his door. ]Ie quickly they occur in military units. In 
washes up and goes to work. a recent week one child lost a 

Iodine and band-aids for cuts, hand while playing with an M·79 
cough syrup for sore throats , pills "dud" round, while another vil­

Itls a girl 
DA NANG-While on a night 

flight approximately ten miles 
south of the demilitarized zone 
Dec. 6, the radio crackled in 
First Lie ute nan t Douglas R. 
Adams' EF10B jet. 

"We have a message of inter­
est to a crewmember, pie a s e 
change to our frequency." 

The 23-year-ol,d Marine Com­
posite Reconnaissance Squadron 
1 pilot s wit c h e d and acknowl­
edged. 

"Seven pound, twelve ounce 
baby girl born Dec. 3, mother 
and baby fine ," the message 
stated. 

As the other crewmember, the 
navigator, is a bachelor, the 
recipient was easily determined. 

"It was of great interest, thank 
you, roger out," Lt. Adams ra­
dioed. 

In this manner, he learned that 
his wife, Brenda, in Atkins, Ark., 
had presented him with a baby 
girl, Cad Margaret. 

A regular Red Cross message 
was delivered to the squadron 
operations duty officer who re­
layed it by phone to a ground 
control intercept poi n t which 
could contact the plane by radio. 

lager, riding on the back of a 
truck, was hooked by an over­
head wire and knocked to the 
ground, sustaining a concussion 
and skull fracture. 

Both cases were brought first to 
the CAC corpsman, who arranged 
for hospitalization in Da Nang. 

However, emergencies and cuts 
aren't the major problems. 

Part of "Doc" Wilkinson's job 
is to teach hygiene to the vil­
lagers. It's an uphill fight against 
custom and tradition. 

One example of long-standing 
custom is the application of water 
buffalo manure as a salve on 
sores. No matter what its bene­
fits, this causes infection. 

Children, running about in bare 
feet, are the most often stricken 
with sores, cuts, infections and 
colds. 

For the Vietnamese and their 
children, CAC' corpsmen dispense 
vitamins along with standard 
medications to supplement the 
bland Vietnamese diet and gener­
ally increase resistance to the ills 
that plague the people. 

Needle injections and stitches 
aren't popular with the villagers. 
They do accept the injections; 
however stitches arc still out of 
thc question. So corpsmen bind 
cuts tightly and hope for the best. 

In carrying out their medical 

Hanoi Hannah 
goofs! 

By LCpl. Lowell L. Carson 
DA NANG-Gunnery Sergeant 

Herman A. Ricklefs, a mess ser­
geant with the First Marine Regi­
ment, had good reason to worry 
about getting the regiment's new 
mess hall completed and operat­
ing on schedule. 

While listening to the radio one 
evening, GySgt. Ricklefs discov­
ered that someone was looking to 
kill him or destroy his nearly 
completed mess hall. 

Hanoi Hanna, North Vietnam's 
answer to Axis Sally and Tokyo 
Rose, was telling everyone that 
GySgt. Ricklefs wouldn't serve 
anyone food in his new mess 
hall. 

The mess hall was due to open 
in three days. 

Opening day came and the rib­
bon cutting went without inci~ 
dent. The 1st Marine Division 
band was on hand to add music 
as Lieutenant Colonel Robert 
Robertson, regimental executive 
officer, parted the ribbon with a 
butcher knife. 

After the ribbon was cut, the 
Sea bees who built the hall pre­
sented GySgt. Ricklefs a scroll, 
which they called a "Non-Regu-
1 a t ion Naval Proclamation," 
making him an honorary Seabee. 

Hanoi' Hanna's prediction that 
"Ricklefs will not feed men in 
his new mess hall" has proven 
false. Everyone at the First Ma­
dne Regiment has forgotten the 
threat and enjoy their new gal­
ley. Ricklefs still remembers the 
threat, but now with a chuckle. 

-----=----~--------~----------------------

Viet Cong checkpoint 
LCpl. Harold E. Molisky and PFC Clarellce E. BrolYn (right) check tlte papers oj the VC 

suspect rOllnded up during County Fair Tank-l Ilear Da Nang. The Vietnamese was one oj 
more thall 2500 people who were gathered jar a cens/ls conducted by RVN jorces. Five VC 
were captured in the three-day swe,ep by 1stM(lrDiv flllits. 

(Photo by LCpl. Willia/ll C. Norman) 

Young provider 
Arms laden to the limit, a Vietnamese youngster makes 

off with "C" rations passed O/lt by Third Division Marines 
during County Fair If. (Photo by LCpl. N. B. Call) 

Cultural differences 
melt with Bao Chi 
By Cpl. W.L. Christofferson 

DA NANG-Lieutenant Colonel 
W.R. Corson, commanding o£ficer 
of the 3rd Tank Battalion. 1st 
Marine Division, believes he has 
found the key to overcoming cul­
tural and language differences 
between Americans and Viet­
namese. 

"The answer," he says, "is 
Bao Chi." 

The colonel used the Chinese 
word for a game known to Viet­
namese as Co Tuong (Cow Tong). 
It is known to Americans as 
"Elephant chess"-if it is known 
to them a tall. 

It is a game, similar to chess, 
which is based on infantry tactics 
with artillery support. 

Tradition has it that the game 
was invented in China after the 
Chinese emperor forbade his sub­
jects to play chess, since he had 
"given" the game of chess to 
his adopted son, explorer Marco 
Polo. 

Whatever its origin, Baa Chi 

Viet language 
school grads 

It is requested that all 
graduates of the Marine 
Corps Vietnamese Language 
School at Camp Pendleton 
write the Director and give 
an eva,luatlon of the training 
received based on your ex­
perience In Vietnam and any 
suggestions you might have 
to oller. 

Present address is: Direc­
tor, Vietnamese Language 
School, Schools Battalion (21 
Area), Camp Pen die ton, 
Calif. 92055. 

has become one of the world's 
most popular games. "It is played 
competitively by 300 million peo­
ple in China alone," Corson says. 

"If you can play Bao Chi," 
he says, "it doesn't matter if you 
can speak Vietnamese. You al­
ready have a social entree, just 
by producing a Bao Chi board. 

The colonel learned the game 
nearly 10 years ago, in China, 
and since then has played against, 
"Communist, nationalists, and in­
differents", he says. 

Under his tutelage, a half dozen 
officers and a like number of 
enlisted personnel in his battalion 
have taken up the game. 

"lr every Marine here could 
play the game." he said, "many 
of our communications problems 
would disappear." 

The colonel says the game 
shows a lot about the personality 
of one's opponent-whether he is 
conservative, a gambler, or cool 
and deliberate. 

"In any case," says the colo­
nel, "You never get a refusal 
when you invite a Vietnamese to 
play. Every male, from child­
hood, takes great pride in his 
ability to play Bao Chi. 

"An invitation to play is like 
a gauntlet thrown down in the 
days of chivalry. They just can't 
refuse the challenge." 

The colonel, through the bat­
talion civil affairs section, or­
ganized a tournament this fall, 
with contestants from eight Viet­
namese hamlets in the battalion's 
tactical area of responsibility. 

The tournament finals drew a 
large crowd, and the winner, in 
turn, challenged the colonel. 
They played to a draw. 
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All set to lire 
An 81 mm mortar team leader :.eroes ill 011 a target while another Marine prepares (0 drop 

II round into the tube. The action took place during a recent search (Jnd clear operation by 1st 

Bn" Fifth Marines, 1st Marine Division. III a nearhy village, the Marilles discovered 1,000 

pOllllds of rice hiddell by the Vc. (Photo by I'FC Keith Hall) 

Open arms program 

Invitations to return accepted 
By 2nd Lt, Paul Berger 

PHU BAl-"We (ought the Viet 
Cong orr three times when they 
came here to get revcnge-:-and 
we'll do it again if necessary." 

So said Doan Tien Phong who 
quit the VC and turned himself 
in to the government last March. 
He was a former VC company 
commander. 

"I was sent to Chieu Hoi Vil­
lage to live," he said. "There 
were very few friendly people 
around, so I Clsked the provincial 
government to send more men 
like myself-men who recognized 
the evils of communism-men 
who learned the hard way that 
the future of Vietnam lies with 
the government." 

Now 120 (amilio., about 600 
persons, live in Chieu Hoi Vil­
lage, two milt,s north of here. 

The men arc former Viet Congo 
Their (a mille. lived in the hill. 
or wherever they could scratch 
out an existence before the men 
followed Doan Tien Phong's ex­
ample. 

Phong is now the village chief. 
He was elected by popular vote. 

Chief Phong is quick to tell 
how the Marines of Force Logis­
tics Support Unit-2 at Phu Bai 
and the United Statcs Agency for 
International Development hClve 
helped the villagers. 

"When peopl€! arrive at Chieu 
Hoi the Marines and USAID pro­
vide tin and wood for houses," 
he said. "The government gives 
them other materials, food and 
money and 25 square meters of 
land. " 

The FLSU-2 civil affairs offi­
Cer, Second Lieutenant Ernie 
Cates, said the Marines stay in 
the background, act as idea men, 
and provide more technical help 
and motivation than anything 
plse. 

"This is a self-help program," 
said Cates. "The Vietnamese do 
their own work," 

Cates, a quiet, modest man, 
can't conceal his enthusiasm and 
pride in Marine accomplishments 
when he talks about Chieu Hoi 
Village. 

"The village oHice building was 
completed in four days," Cates 
said. "The men worked from 
sunup to sundown without a rest." 

Chieu Hoi villagers have done 
away with the midday siesta 
common throughout Vietnam. 

There arc several ambitious 
projects underway at Chico 1101. 
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More than 2,000 ducks are being 
bought. Young ducks cost 13 
plasters. They find most of their 
food in the fields, and Bre a good 
source of cash Income. 

An agricultural project, with 
seed and fertilizer furnished by 
USAID, is getting underway. By 
the end of the second growing 
season, a food surplus is expect­
ed. 

Showers and other sanitation 
features built along Marine Corps 
lines keep health problems at a 
minimum. A doctor and corps­
man from the 3rd Marine Divi­
sion's "A" Medical Co. at Phu 
Bai visit regularly. Any serious 
cases are taken to the Vietnam­
ese ward at "A" Med, for treat­
ment. 

After the new school was fin­
ished, a Marine welder from 
FLSU-2, Sergeant Robert A. Gil­
ley, came out one Sunday and 
put up swings for the children. 

"He did t.hat on his own," said 
Cates, "He showed up one day 

with a stack of pipes and ropes 
and made the swings." 

The children keep the swings 
busy most o( the day, although 
the first day, many ad u Its 
stopped by to try them out. 

"Chicu Hoi means 'Open Arms' 
and the program is not peculiar 
to this arca," said Major Ronald 
D. Fredricks, a 3rd Division as­
sistant civil affairs orricer. "It 
is nationwide, but we feel this is 
one of the most successful vil­
lages. " 

Chief Phong said Vie t n a m 
needs more Chieu Hoi villages. 

"lIere we live with pride and 
set an example for all the pco· 
pie or Vietnam," the chief said. 

Chieu Hoi, literally translated, 
means an invitation to return. 
The program is part of the re­
volutionary development of the 
Republic of Vietnam. and has 
caused more than 40,000 Viet 
Cong and north Vietnamese sol­
diers !o voluntarily rally to gov­
ernment control since it began 
in April 1963. 

On guard 

When 1st Regimell/ Marines swept down the north side 

of the Cau Do river sOllth of Da Nallg, . Dec_ 12, a platoon 

of amphibious tractors under command of Sgt. Everett M. 

Nazelrod, shown here watching the rh'er from a strategic 

position on top at a tractor, prevented the VC from escaping 

across the river, (I'ho/O by LCpl, William C. Norman) 

rShort Rountls 
I ! SI..'3 ail' I'c~cue procedurt's. a spe-

Power pant cjal r!'fresher . training class is 
, I conducted penodlcall~· by mem-

CHU LAI-If you mentIOn a bcl's of Hpadqual'ters and Main­

can ,to man.Y ~arines i~ til{' 1;lc- 1 tenancp Squadron-12. 

publiC of Vletncl,m the first tiung The pilots wearing full flight 

t~~t, c~m('~.t~ mll1d are ~~OS~ c,on-
I 
gear, (11'(' taken by helicopters a 

t<:l.1m~ll"> C·, at IOns or be'l.:ral">es: few hundl'pd yards off the sandy 

ThIS does not hold true WIth I beacht's east or th(' Chu Lai air­

members of Headquarters and strip and dropped into the watel' 

Maintenance Squadron-13's po~- from a height of ten to fHtpen 

<'I' plant ~hop, To them a can .IS feet. The pilots then inflate their 

the contamer of a new or rt'bullt own lift, rafts and usc flares, dye, 

jet t'ngine. ::l.I1d smoke signals to aid them in 

Earh engine is packed in a pre- being rescued. All new MAG-12 

sl'J'\'ative at an overhaul and re- pilots attend tht' refresher COurse. 

pair center 01' at the manufae· 
turers. and placed in a large air I G I t 
tight container prior to shipmentene'ra sore 

to Vietnam. DONG HA - A M<:IJ'ine in Uu' 

Onct' it arrives" tht, pOWl'l' Fourth Regiment didn·t like the 

plClnt sh?p, under Gunnery SCI'- 1 cold. wd weather here so he 

geant Chnton H. Douglas, takes changed it. 

over.. I Not outside-just in his sleep-
"The engmes arc taken from ing quarters. 

the c~n and cl,~aned bcfol'~ .we do Private First Cla~s Leon .J.P. 

anythmg else, Douglas saId.. Couture built his own \'el'sion of 

Once they arc cleaned a qUIck a pot-belli ed-stove. 

('n~inc ehan~c kit is installed. he First he proeUl·t'd a 55 gallon 

said. The kit. adapts. the e.ng1l1.c barrel and cut a lOx12 inch holt' 

to the type aircraft. In whl~h .It in the side near the bottom and 

will be used. In t~IS case . It. IS a small round hole on top: 
the F4B Phantom Jets of Manne 
Aircraft Group (MAG )-13. Next he acquired a 5 gallon 

Aft , th -'QEC"··· tall d th' dl"Um and some copper tubing. The 
. e,~ ~ > " I~ m~ e n ~ five gallon drum is the fuel tank, 

eng~nes a,t e placed 111 a sta db} The copper tubing runs from the 

b~sls . until needed. When an c!l- fuel tank into the stove body. 
gme IS damaged or has been 10 

usc for 22 weeks it is exchangpd He attached a small valve to 

for a replacement by the power the fut'l, tank to rcgulate th~ flow 

plant section. of fuel mto thf stoye. A chImney 
. made of scrap l'oofmg metal runs 

"We ha~e two crews workl~g from the barrel to the top of the 
12-houl' shifts,". the Gunn¥ said. tent. 
"Once we receive an engme for , . 
its 22 week cheek it is taken O~ ~?ld, ramy day~ and mghts: 

apart and examined for worn or t~e InSide of Couture s tent )~oks 

damaged parts, then placed on a hke an old general store. Mannes 

standby rack, ,. he added. crowd around the warmth of the 

S t D I -t· ted that stove to get a break (rom the 
ergean oug as s CI weather 

his shop handles an average of . '. . 
six engines a week. . Lookmg at .h~s, stove a,nd smll­

Dedicated 

DA NANG-"He's a fil'st ser­
geant who gets into the action," 
said First Lieutenant Thomas J. 
Dovle describing the senior NCO 
of 'Marine Observation Squadron-
2-1stSgt. John R. Detholo(f. 

More than 100 missions were 
flown by lstSgt. DctholoH in Au­
gust of this year, making him 
eligible for five Ail' MedClls in 
one month. 

mg the 3rd DIVISIon Manne says, 
"It doesn't look like much, but 
I wouldn't trade it for a coal 
fumBce. We'd have a rough time 
getting fuei." 

54 killed 
PHU BAl-U.S. Marines fight­

ing in mist and heavy ground rog 
beat off a determined Viet Cong 
mortar and small arms attack 
eal'iy in the morning. 12 miles 
north of Hue, on Dec. 21. 

Fifty-foul' enemy soldiers were 
Marine aviators in \,il'tnam killed in the hour and a half bat­

average one to two Air M{>dals tie that marked the second day 

a month. according to First Lieu- of a Third Marine Division bat­

tenant. Doyle. On Septpmb{'l' 5, tali on-sized sClIJ'rh Clnd df'stroy 

lht' )stSgt. went out OTI 15 mis- ol){,l'ation, 
SlOns as an aerial gunner, An 
Air Medal requires 20 missions. Marine casualties w(,r(, light. 

I Contact was reported to be 
The 1stSgt. regularly vo untccrs with at least two companies, and 

to go on night missions as a gun- possibly a battaJion-sized Viet 
ner, making it possibll' for junior 
Malll1cs to get a night's resl, Cong unit. according to Marine 

'd the officer, lie noted that SJlO~e!slllen., . 
~Ial> 1.tS t also voluntarih hl'lped All' ~nd arttl1er~ fire were 

.11.: •. s. 3. ~aged helicopters dur- I called 10 ~Hl the attac~ers, but 
I epau a. the maJol'lty of tht' kills were 

ing his mghtly tours. 1'1'gistl'l'cd by small arms and 
Now on leave, lstSgt. DetholoH .' 
'11 ·t t, s' -month t'xtension oth~el light weapon~. . 

wr' h' S ~r. t aa .~xIOUJ' upon his n.'- I f our wounded en.emy soldlCl's 
o IS Ie n I were captured dUrIng a sweep 

turn. through th(' battle an.'3 Clfter th(' 
I ent'my units had broken contact 

1 at aliout 7 a.m. 
Air rescue All foul' were brought to "A" 

CHU LAI-The sea showed no I Mt'Ciical BClttalion. at Phu Bai 

mercy on the downed pilot. It for treatment and interrogation. 

tossed him about while he trit'd I The action took place just one 

to inflate his life raft. When he milt' from Highway 1. the coun· 

finally t raw led abo a I' d. he try's main north-south route. The 

marked the water with a colored butti(' broke out shortly before 

dye that could be spott~d from dawn while a morning mist and 

the air. i ht'avy fog hampered visibility in 

He then waited and watched. the rolling, scrub-bush country. 

Soon the Marine heard the whirl-

ing noise of a hclieoph.'r. He I P t I . F ",' 19S 
smiled, and shot a f1a,·e into the OS a S.I. 1 
air to better mark his position. Military personnel who still 

Soon the chopper h a v ere d have Postal Savings accounts are 

above. A harness was lowered reminded that program diSCOIl­

and the pilot was hoisted up and tlOued by Congress March 28 and 

away to safety. interest on deposits has either 

This sea air rescuE' was only I already been terminated or will 

practice, but the situation is be terminated April 26. 1967, More 

sometimes rca I in Vietnam. To than $147 million still remains on 

assure that aU Marine Aircraft I deposit, according to postal of­

Group·12 pilots arC' w(>l1 H'rsed in ficials, 



River watch 
Cpl. Stephell C. Randall keeps a watch on the Call Do 

river sOlllil of Da Nang II'hen his unit, the 3d A mTracBn., 
IstMarDiv., threw an (lrmored cordon downstream to pre­
vent the escape of VC, Dec. 12-14. The corporal is a tank 
commander and has been in Vietnam since June 1966. 

(Photo by LCp/. William C. Norman) 

I'owa high school g'ets 
plaque fro'm Gen. Walt 

By: SSgt. Walt Trott 
OMAHA-Sioux City, Iowa's North J u n i 0 r High 

School received a Plaque of Appreciation from the III Ma­
rine Amphibious Force in Vietnam on December 9. 

Making the presentation on behalf of Lieutenant Gen­
eral Lewis W. Walt, Commanding General of the III Am­
..,hibious Force, was Captain S. R. Smith, officer in charge 
Marine Recruiting, Omaha. 

Cpl. doesn't know 'when'; 
just 'where' war will end 

By: 2nd Lt. Paul Berger 
PHU BAI-A Marine in the 3rd Marine Division's Combined Action Company 

(CAC·2) has it all figured out. He admits he doesn't know when, but he knows where 
the war will be won. 

"This is where we will win-here in Loc Son hamlet and thousands of others like 
it," said Corporal Donald R. Bryan. 

"When I was in the infantry I didn't have much chance to meet Vietnamese people' 
so r didn't think about them. We fought our battles, and.I decided counting bodies of 
dc..'ad North Vietnamese soldi,"'r!-; I -
and Viet Cong was necessary. more. following us when('vf'r we go on 

"Rut now I know it's only Ilal't "The people. ~f Loc Son will tell 1 patrol. Wc've tried ('\'~rything !n 
of tht' war" he said. us about SUSPH.'IOUS characters or the book and a few tncks not 1fi 

"Since' r' volunteered to \\ ark I VC SUSf}<'C, 'ts ~nowing ~e'll pick the book to catCh, him, but have 
y,ith CAe I've been counting them up for l~tl'rrogahOl~. TheY l ha~ no .luck so far. . 
smiling fa'ces of contended vii, also klloy, Mar~nes and Vletnaf!!- '" thmk , know who it IS. I 
lagel's. It's a more rcwarding job esc Popular F orces (~F) will ha\'e less than t,,;o months to do 
wht'n you can sec the positive, I pr~tect tht'm from l'etahatlOn by In VI(>tnam, but ~ d. gladly extend 
construdive results of raul' work. the ve. . for three months ,r I thought I 

.. '. "We work dost'ly with the PFs, could catcb him. 
~hcse people arc my fl'll'nds training them to bC' an efficient "This may sound like a pretty 

-frl.ends ,of all the other CAC militar~ unit. They teach us small thing to somc people, but 
M';l,·lIJcs. rhey know wha~ we are things in I'('t.urn, especially fine I've been here long enough t.o 
dOlllg here and appreCl~h! OUI' points of night movement and know. After all the big battles arc 
efforts. They're not afraid any· patrolling. fought. we're going t.o win the 

arrives 3/26 • 
"Not ('vl'l'ything goes smoothly war right here in Lac Son," BI'Y­

here of cQursc. We have someone an added. 

DONG HA - The 3rd Battalion, 
Twenty·sixth Marine Regiment 
landed for the first time in Viet­
nam Dec. II, as part of the 
Fourth Marine Regiment al this 
nothernmosl Marine base. 

C:hief of Chaplains 
here for dedication 

Commanded by Lieutenant Gar- By Cpl. W.L. Christorrerson 
land T. Be)erle, the battalion DA NANG-The Navy's chief of 
joins forces with 3rd Division chaplains told 1st Division Ma­
units in Operation Prairie. just rines their new chapel is "a place 
south of the DMZ. to breathe the ail' of devoted 

First formed in December 1943 worship." 
as part of the "Spearhead" 5th 

I 

Division, the battalion participat- Rear Admiral James W. Kelly, 
ed in the capture of Iwo .lima speaking at Christmas Eve dedi­
during World War II. The Fifth cation ceremonies, said the new 
Division was disbanded after the chapel meets all the requirements 
war, but was rel:l.Ctivated in July a building committee would set 
of this year. if constructing a new church. 

After concluding two months of "Most important," he said, is 
intensive training at Camp Pen- the universal attitude that when 
dleton, Calif., the battalion sailed you build a church, it should 
for the Far East where they par- look like- a church. 
ticipated in training operations Although God's presence is not 
"Mud Puppy 1" and "Hilltop restricted to any type of build­
VIH" in the Philippines. ing. the chaplain said. "Worship 

Prior to landing the battalion in this chapel will be a natural 
was assigned a battalion landing and in e v ita b I e experience, 
team of the special landing force whether the church is full or 
and deployed in the South China I contains just one person." 
Sea off the coast of Vietnam. "When you hunger for spiritual 

All three battalions of the regi- fulfillment," he said, "you want 
ment are now in Vietnam. not field rations from God's store-

house. but a feast at his table," 
The new chapel, he said, will 

help fill that need. 
The 200-seat chapel, located in 

the division command post near 
Da Nang, replaces a quonset hut 
which had served as a chapel (or 
members of Headquarters Bat­
talion. 

The admiral said he was in 
Da Nang a year ago and helped 
with Christmas services in the 
mess hall. 

"There was still something 
sacred about it," he said. "But 
this year, when singing "Joy to 
the World," it was bound to have 
more meaning and impact." 

Vietnamese 
variety show 

Five students repn'senting the 
school accepted the plaque. They 
were selected because they have 
brothers serving as Marines, 

the Postmaster General issue a -­
stamp honoring these s~rvjce· 

DA NANG - The Vietnamese 
band swung into an instrumentul 
version of "Jinglc Bells," 

Under the leadership of teach­
er, MI'. Roberl Shockley, the stu­
dents-shortly after school star-t­
ed-began action to show the 
servicemen in Vietnam they have 
their country's backing by urging 

Father-son 
DA NANG - Lance Corporal 

Robert J, Garcia. Jr. was puz­
zled when he was told to grab 
his pack and climb aboard a re­
supply vehicle returning to the 
1st Battalion, 1st Marine Regi­
ment Command Post. He couldn't 
see why he would be called of( 
an operation. 

Things didn't get any better 
when LCpL Garcia got back to 
the rear, No one would tell him 
anything. As he walked through 
the door of his hut the answer 
was sitting on the young Ma­
rine's bunk. Senio)' Chief Gunners 
Mate Robert J. GarCia, Sr. had 
corne to Da Nang to see his son. 

That was December 19, and (01' 
raUl' days the Garda's did all 
they could together. 

Both men came to Vietnam 
three. months ago and only five 
days apart. While Robert Jr. was 
sent to the 1st Marines as a bat­
talion scout, his father drew duty 
in Saigon with the Naval Advi­
sory Group at Command Hcad­
quarters with the Vietnamese 
Na\>y. 

men. I 
October 26, 1966, their work 

was r~wardcd when the JlOstal 
department issued such a slanlll. 
The students errorts and issuance 
or the stamp attracted nation­
wide publicity. 

Prior to the ceremony the 
school's choir sang "The Marines 
Hymn" to a group of surprisl'd 
but pleased Marines. 

A letter rrom General Walt 
read as follows: 

"On behalf of the officers and 
men of the 3rd Marine Amphibi­
ous Force, I want to express my 
appreciation for your e f for t s 
which culminated in the issuance 
of a postage stamp honoring the 
servicemen of the United States. 

"As a token of our gratitude, I 
I would like to present 10 the stu­
dent body, the enclosed plaque 
which bears the emblem of the 
3rd Marine Amphibious Force. In 
the years to come, may it further 
serve to remind those who pass 
through th(! halls of North .1 unior 
High that there was no apathy 
among your ranks; and that you 
care for your country and fol' 
those in her service. Again. my 
most heartfelt appreciation." 

Commencing December 20. a 
24·sheet billboard poster will go 
on display at Sioux City wishing 
"Merry Christmas to our serv'l 
icemen in Vietnam." Cost for the 
sign will bc paid by the students 
of North Junior High. 

For a safe flight 
Cpl. Harry C. Wesler helps a yOllng Vietnamese boy 

lI'ith his safety belt prior /0 an aerial trip lI'ith HMM-164. The 
squadron transporte(/ the Vietnamese children needing atten­
tiol1 to a nearby medical facility. 

A few Marines, some with 
camouflaged faccs, began to sing 
along. Another half-dozen chimed 
in. By the end of the number, 
most of the more than 100 Ma­
rines present were singing along. 

The scene was a two-hour musi­
cal variety show given Dec. 23, 
by a troupe of Vietnamese per­
formers to help brighten ' the 
Christmas of men of the First 
Reconnaissance Battalion, 1st Ma· 
rifle Division. 

"We are here to try to make 
you a little less homesick," the 
master oC ceremonies said as the 
show opened in the unit's enlisted 
club, 

With that, the troupe proceeded 
to bring the crowd to its feet 
with a jazz version of the Ma­
rine Corps Hymn, 

The unquestioned hit or the 
show was Ngoc My, a petitc 
vocalist, who brought down the 
house when she belted out, "When 
the Saints Go Marching In ,'' and 
followed up with a torchy version 
of "Your Cheating HearL" 

A guitar and drum quartet's 
rock and roll offerings, included 
"Twist and Shout" and "House of 
the Rising Sun", also drew en­
thusiastic applause. 

I 
Other features included Christ­

mas songs, both Vietnamese and 
- English, done by a mixed choral 

I 
group; Vietnamese dances; and 
a girl trio. 

(Photo b)' LCpl. Russ Cowell) I SEA TIGER 7 



Sea Tiger Spotlight on: 

Nui , ran, noisy, vitill mountaintop 
By Sgt. Mike McCusker 

CHU LAI-Al'tillcry rounds screamed over the mountain of Nui 
Tran and like giant fists smashed into a thick grove of trct'S crowding 
against a bend of the muddy Tr3 Khuc River. 

Smoke curled into the angry gray sky as the explosions revcr· 
berated across the valley and reached the men on top of Nui Tran. 

Second Lieutenant Steven Hinds glared through the bulging eyes 
of his "battery commander's scope/' a big green pair of 12-power 
glasses mounted on metal stalks looking something like a preying 
mantis. 

The Viet Cong had been caught by surprise. The dead littered 
the grove but Hinds could sec men still up and moving. 

The 23-year-old forward observer called for another concentration 
and the big guns located in Quang Ngai boomed again-rounds once 
more shrieked over the mountain and the hammer blows ('xploding 
thousands of steel fragments chewed up men and trees. 

Hinds was one or rive Americans on Nul Tran. sharing the bony 
crest with a conglomerate or Korean Reconnaissance Marines with 
halr·bald "Mohawk" haircuts; a platoon or Korean j'Four Deuce" 
Mortars, and a whole village oC Montagnard tribesmen, their women, 
children and dogs. 

All Marines, three of the Yankees were an artillery observeI' 
team from the 4th Battalion, 11th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine 
Division. The other two were from the 1st Anglieo Co. and their 
main job was guiding resupply helicopters onto the windy, dungerous 
and microscopic landing zone that fell away into cliffs on either end. 

Nui Tran is a lone sentinal bulging rrom a river valley tiled with 
hundreds of watery rice paddies shining like a glassy mosaic. The 
slopes arc steep and covered with jungle, barbed wire and booby 
tJ'aps against enemy attack. There are only two accessiblc trails 
down the mountain and the Koreans and Montagnal'ds usc them 
for patrols and raids into the Viet Cong controlled valley. 

The mountain commanded the marshy plain. From its crest there 
was an unhampered view for almost five miles in every direction and 
because of this, it made an excellent observation post. 

A mile to the south the sluggish yellow-brown Song Tra Khue 
curled on its way to the sea. A bastion of tall cloud covered moun· 
tains walled in the west five miles away and a low range of hills 
partially blocked the east. Several months ago the Marines had 
fought some of their bloodiest battles in Quang Ngai Province on 
those small hills and just a few weeks before the Korean Marines 
charged head-on into a regiment of hard~col'c Viet Congo 

Hinds had called more than a hundred fire missions for the 
Koreans before the shattered VC had finally escaped into the western 
mountains, moving past Nui Tran under covel' of darkness. 

ult was strange being up here watching the fighting In those 
hills only a couple thousand meters away," Illnds remarked. uWe 
were a part of it, calling arty strikes-bul it was a 101 like walching 
a war movie on color television." 

Surrounding his sandbagged outpost which was perched on the 
highest knob of the mountaintop, the Montagnard village hugged the 
narrow ridge. It was a fantastic cluster of straw huts, sandbagged 
bunkers, barbed wire and deep mortar trenches criss-crossing 
throughout the entire village. 

Looking like a ship's mast, a wooden flagpole stood almost on 
the center of the crest. When it wasn't raining the Koreans and 

Ammunition galore 
Sgt. Richard Tay/or of the 3dMarDiv intelligence sectioll, 

!vg.\' ill more thall 400 roul/ds of 12.7mm anti-aircraft am­
munition captured on Operation Prairie last week. Several 
hUlldred thousalld she/ls of all types h"l'e been cOllfiscated 
since the operatioll Ilear the DMZ begun. 

(Photo by SSgt. B. C. Higft/lIl1d) 
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Montagnards raised their country's nags-but on this rainy day 
only the ropes dangled from the el'ossbeam. 

The Montagnard men all wore the green uniforms of the Army 
of the Republic of Vietnam and took turns in the tall ba!l'boo and 
sandbag lookout bunkers leaning over the edges of the clIffs. Then' 
women cooked and chattered with local gossIp; theIr WIde-eyed chll· 
dren ran around yelling and laughing, chasing after their fat barking 
dogs. Pigs squealed, chickens clucked and sometimes a confused 
rooster crowed. 

A team of Korean Reeon Marines wearily reached the top after 
the long steep climb from the valley. They had raided p vill~ge 
surrounded like an island by rice paddies and captured several Just 
as tired prisoners who were led into a hut for interrogation. 

Hinds had been on Nui Tran for over a month. His 23rd birth­
day passed while he was on the mountain as did the 20th of his 
assistant F. 0., Private First Class Anthony Yamadelli. There was 
one other man in the team, Lance Corporal Vernon "My Favorite" 
Martian, the radioman who carried the targets to guns located I 
several miles away. 

"We can call our shots to guns in Quang Ngai, Bien Son or I 
ehu I,ai," JUnds said looking once more through the scope. "Every 
15 mlnules we wheel Ihe glass .. around a full 360·degrees looking 
for targets like Impetiolls VC who can't wait ror darkness. We usually I 

catch 'em early in the morning Just before dawn or at dusk." I 
He pointe'll towards the rivcr. 
"Where we just fired there's reported to be a battalion of VC. 

That bend just beyond is the fording point they normally use to 
cross the rivcr. Sometimes we catch them and sink their boats 01' 
drive them to Jand and trap them in the trees where we can pour in 
the artillery." 

He focused the glasses on the yellowed ruins of an old French 
fort. "A Vietnamese company with American advisors used to oper· 
ate oul of ihal place. The VC overran 11 a year ago, killing the 
Arvino;; and taking the Americans prisoner. They've never been 
heard rrom since •••. " 

Two dots in the eastern sky became growling helicopters that 
drowned his words. Green smoke popped from a grenade and trailed 
over the windy barren patch of ground the first bird was already 
approaching. 

Private First Ciass Carl E. Wheeler and Private First Class Rudy 
Borgueta, who had just completed airborne school before arriving 
in Vietnam, guided the wind-buCCeted chopper in with the use of arm 
and had signals, correcting every error or approach as it arose. 

Several Koreans ran to the copter and unloaded cases of rations 
and ammunition. Empty, the pilot strained the engine against the 
wind and struggled back into the sky to circle while his partner 
landed. 

The second chopper was loaded with bags of rice for the. 
Montagnards and the villagers carried them ofr. 

With the exception of the powerful foul' deuce mortars firing for 
eUect on a rock their crew were determined to diSintegrate 2,000 
meters away, the rest of the day passed in normal, lazy routine. 

Hinds took a break from roving the countryside with his 12-
power glasses and wandered down one of the trails a hundred 
yards or so to take a "shower" at a brook that spilled from within 
the mountain. Booby traps along the steep path and in the shower 
area were disengaged for him by a Montagnard who stood watch 
with a rifle in case a sniper wanted to make the shower a little 
morc exciting. 

Just after dark a hand flare popped and cerily lit up the moun~ 
taintop. From othel' mountain outposts miles in the distance could 
be seen other Clares. It would go on all night. 

"Now it begins," IItnds said quietly. "They will move around 
us all night. Sometimes we can spot a few or them and call in a 
strike. Ever so orten a couple will try to climb the mountain to £Ind 
a wav tt"'·ollp.h the mines. They usually get blown UJ) or somebody 
tosses a hand grenade In their laps. 

"They WOUld have a hell of a time taking this place," hc continued 
after a few swallows of the cooling coffee. "It would take more than 
a battalion to do it and it wouldn"t really be worth the trouble ex~ 
cept maybe to say: 'We took Nui Tran.' It would cost them an uwful 
lot of men and if they ever did get up here they wouldn't be able to 
hold it-artillery would blast them right off." 

Some of the Montagnards and Koreans were gathel'ed in a 
candle-lit hut toasting esth other with the local whiskey and their 
chatter reached the bunker. 

"These Montagnards," lIinds laughei. "This particular bunch 
has been up here nine months. Soon they'U probably want to go some· 
place else. They're always wandering around, drirtlng rrom one 
mountain village to another. Before they leave, by some kind of 
mutual agreement that's been gOing on ror hundreds or years, an· 
other bunch will come down rrom the mountains, cross the valley 
and take over these positions. 

"Until then ... " He smiled and shrugged. "Nui Tran is their 
home and they will defend it with their lives i£ it ever comes to that." 

Trail blazer 
A tired Marine sltllks down 

tl trail, weariness mirrored in 
his face, after a t\l'o-dll)' 
search ami destroy operatioll 
.'0I111t 0/ Del Nallg Dec. 21-
22. He's a member oj (1M" 
Co., 3d BII., Sevell/h Ma­
rines. The Marines accounted 
for 11 ellelllY dead durillg 
the sweep. 

Pay officer 
captures 
VC suspect 

By SSgt. N. M. MacKenzie 
DONG HA - A Fourth 

Regiment pay officer added 
a new dimension to his pay 
day 1'0 u ti n e of counting 
thousands of dollars out for 
3rd Division Marines - he 
captured a Viet Cong sus­
pect. 

Second Lieutenant Richard H. 
Mullen was traveling from Cam 
La to the Dong Ha air base when 
his :)Uspicions were aroused. Two 
elderly men and a teen-age boy 
were herding three water buffalo 
in the middle of the road. 

Mullen recalled recent intelli~ 
gcnce briefings which said sever~ 
al Viet Cong had been captured 
while herding buffalo around Ma­
rine perimeters lately. 

The five-month Vietnam veter­
an also knew from experience 
that one of the local customs is 
for children to tend the buffalo. 

He decided to check the trio 
(or identification cards to satisfy 
his curiosity. As his vehicle ap­
proached, one man moved to the 'H d I left of the road while the others an s across sea program moved the buffalo to the right. 

While the lieutenant was check­
By Cpl. W. L. Christorrerson and the armed forces provide ing for propel' identification of 
DA NANG - Mothers of small transportation to Vietnam. the two with the buffalo the other 

infants in Hoa Thanh hamlet now Before the kits were distribut-
can provide added care for their ed, members of the Combim'd mom began walking hurriedly 
b a b i e s, thanks to America'ti Action Company (CAC) neal' the away. 
"Hands Across the Sea" pro- hamlet explain<.'d the pl'Op~1' use He stopped tht' man and ask~d 
gram. or the products, and a Navy has- I for an ID card. Th~ man said 

Thirty women received baby spital corpsman demonstrated he had. one but left It. at hom~, 
care kits containing soap, powder, proper baby bathing techniques. and claimed he was gOIng to dIg 
cream, oil, and lotion (rom The distribution of the kits in up a grave. 
Lieuhmant Colonel S. A. Brun- Hoa Thanh is a pilot project, ac~ "I knew that something was 
nenmeyer commanding officer of cording to Sergeant Lawrence E. wrong because the man wasn't 
the 3rd Battalion. Ninth Marines, Beaurord, battalion civil affairs carrying any tools," remarked 
1st Marine Division. non-commissioned 0 f f ice I' in Mullen, who's primary duty is 

The kits were donated by a charge. If it proves succ<.'ssful, he Fourth Rcgimt'nt civil aHairs of­
American baby products manu- said, kits will be distributed in £icc!'. "I apprehended him and 
facture under the "Hands Across the other seven hamlets in the turned him over to the counter 
The Sea" pl'ognun, in which U. S. unit's an'a of responsibility, north intf'lligence t{'am ror intpl'roga~ 
industl'i<.'s donate their products of D~l Nang. lion at Dong Ha." 



Defense to impro,ve 
military bachelor life 

A Department of Defense pro- t lowancc for Quarters (BAQ) in­
gram to improve living quarters elude: 
for bachelor officers and career Authority wHi not be granted 
enlisted personnel stateside will where vacant quarters arc avail­
begin in Fiscal Year 1968. able and meet minimum stand-

A memorandum from Deputy ards of adequacy. 
Secretary of De r ens e Cyrus Installation commanders must 
Vance to the service secretaries determine that the individual is 
said that beginning in FY ·68, per- not required by military necos­
sonnel in grades gunnery ser- sity to live ·on-base. 
geant. through. Captain will be All bachelor facilities accepted 
p~rmltted. t? live off-base, pro- for beneficial occupancy after 
vlded rn 1 n 1 mum standards of January 1, 1958-a5 a result of 
adequacy for occupancy cannot new pcrmanent or semi-perIna­
be met on base. nent construction or major modi-

Additional conditions to be met fication of existing facilities-will 
before granting permission to be considered as meeting the 
live orr-base and draw Basic AI- minimum standard of adequacy. 

Last patrol 
DONG HA-Sergeant George L. 

Thornton is a squad leader in the 
3rd Platoon of "K" Company, 
Third Marine Regiment. He com­
pleted his last patrol Dec. 26 and 
will return home shortly. 

The patrol itself, in the area 
northeast of the Rockpile, proved 
to be routine with no enemy con­
tact. But it was not routine to 
Sgt. Thornton. 

"When your time starts getting 
short, you become more self-con­
scious," he said. "You're more 
worried - more alert - until the 
day you finally leave." 

The sergeant has served as 
rifleman, fire team leader, gre­
nadier and squad leader since his 
tour began more than a year ago. 
He has seen a good deal of com­
bat, all of it with "K" Company. 

The action he remembers most 
vividly is Operation New York. 

"We had the 812th hard core 
regiment hemmed in on a penin­
sula down there. They had to 
fight and we killed 260 of them." 

With his last patrol accom­
plished, the 3rd Division Marine 
is looking forward to a rest back 
home - a rest he has sur ely 
earned. 

Mr. Vance's memo also stated 
that, based on experience with 
the FY -68 program, consideration 
will be given to extending the 
off-base living policy to lower 
graded career enlisted personnel 
in future years. 

A first 
CHU LA! - DT3 William E. 

Schaffel' has become the first 
Navy Dental Technician to be 
decorated for heroism while serv­
ing with Marine units in Vietnam. 

Shaffer was awarded the Navy 
Commendation Medal Dec. 15 by 
Brigadier General William A. 
Stiles, Commanding G e n e I' a l, 
Task Force X·Ray, 1st Marine 
Division, for his heroic actions 
while serving with Headquarters, 
5th Marine Regiment, during Op­
eration Colorado in August. 

During the operation the regi­
ment was brought under intense 
hostile mortar and recoilless rifle 
fire. One of the tents in the CP 
area was hit, killing one Marine 
and wounding eleven others. 

Upon seeing th'C disaster, Shaf­
fer rushed to the tent, braving 
the heavy incoming fire, and be­
gan administering first aid. He 
went to the aid of a Marine with 
a gaping hole in his chest and 
/Quickly put his hand over it to 
prevent suffocation, and held it 
there until the man was evacuat­
ed. 

~".,. 

Merry Christmas 
LICol. A. W. Talberl, co, VMFA-323 and MSgl. H. Agee (righl), squadron 1sISgl., 

slack packages on Sgl. Ronald J. Raynes. The packages were senllo Ihe squadron by Rayne's 
siSler from the Westwood, Mass., Young Women's Club, 10 be dislribuled 10 members 0/ Ihe 
squadron. (Pholo by Sgl. Joe Abreau) 

Extensions of RVN tours 
increase by 700 percent 

By CpJ. W. L. Christofferson 
DA NANG-Extensions of Vietnam tours for six months or more increased 7DD 

per cent in the 1st Marine Division during the first month in which a "free" 3D-day· 
leave was authorized. 

The division reported 819 Marines extended during December, compared to the 
previous monthly average of 122 prior to Congress' passing of the bill offering non­
chargeable leave. 

Of that number, 475 men chose to use their 3D-day leave bonus to go home for 
Christmas. The others will take 
leave between January and June. 

Marines interviewed offered a 
variety of reasons for agreeing to 
extend their tours, but nearly all 
admitted the offer of the leave, 
with transportation paid by the 
government, was the deciding 
factor. 

Corporal Douglas Marver, gave 
typical reasons. Marvel', who has 
been overseas since August 1965 

and in Vietnam since February, in the free world. Thus far, a 
has applied for his second six- few have elected to go to Oki­
month extension. nawa, several to Thailand, and 

"For one thing, I enjoy work- one each to Sweden and Norway. 
Ing in the field," explained Mar- The division is presently work­
vcr, an artillery (orward observer ing on extension leaves through 
with the Eleventh Marine Regi. the month of June, 1967. 
ment. "TIme seems to go a lot - ----- - ----- -­
(aster over ·here, mainly because 
there's always something to be 
done." 

"And the extra money doesn't 
hurt, either," he admitted, refer­
ring to the $65 per month combat 
pay received by troops in Viet~ 
nam. "With the money I'm sav· 
ing here, I'll be able to buy a car 
when I get home. And you know 
I wouldn't be saving any money 
if I were in the U.S." 

Marvel' extended for the £irst 
time in September. before the 
(ree leave was authorized. But 
he is lookIng (orward to 30 days 
at home this time, and plans to 
take leave In January J( his ex­
tention is approved. 

Corporal Harry W. Hayes, a 
member of "C" Company, 1st Re­
connaissance Battalion, said he 
simply likes the work he is doing 
here. 

"I like the company I'm in, 
and I like reeon," Hayes said. "I 
came in the Marine Corps to go 
to war, and I figure as long as 
I'm in the Corps, I might as well 
be hero." 

Hayes, who has been a recon 
radio operator since July, also 
said the combat pay is an added 
incentive. He plans to take 30 
days leave at home in February. 

Corporal Kenneth J. Kalinow­
sky, a motor transport man with 
the Fifth Marine Regiment, has 
elected to spend his leave in 
Bangkok. He said he extended 
because, "I'll be in the United 
States the rest of my life." 

Most Marines, like Marvel' and 
Hayes, choose to take their leave 
at horne, despite the offer of free 
transportation to any leave site 

Navy Relief 
college loan 

Financial aid now is available 
for dependent students even if 
they don't qualify for scholar­
ships. 

The Navy Relief Society has 
established an educational fund, 
which will provide loans without 
interest to dependent children of 
service personnel. The loans may 
be used at accredited colleges, 
vocational training schools or 
prep schools leading to entrance 
at one of the state or national 
service academies. 

Children eligible for aid include 
unmarried sons and daughters 
(including stepchildren and legal· 
Iy adopted children) of the regu· 
lar Navy and Marine Corps and 
reservists on extended active 
duty. 

Also eligible are children of re­
tired Navy and Marine Corps 
personnel; reservists after 20 
years of active duty; members 
of the Fleet Reserve and depend­
ents ofQeceased personnel. 

Dependents must be 22 years of 
age or less, 

Making the best of it 

Students applying for the loans 
should submit a complete trans­
cript of high school work and the 
results of the Scholastic Aptitude 
Test taken during the senior year. 
Those who already have com­
pleted a year of college should 
submit an official transcript of 
their college work. The deadline 
for application is Mar. 15. 

Further information may be ob~ 
tained from the Navy Relief So­
ciety Educational Fund, 1030 
Munitions Building, Washington, 
D.C., 20360. 

Cpl. Kennelh Nagy (lefl silting) of Weapons Platoon, "M" Co., 3d Btl., 26th Marines, PFC 
Frederick Kelleker (cenler) and Cpl. D. J. Dires (righl) make the beSI of whal Ihey gOI on 
Chrislmas Day while Cpl. Kenneth Nagy opells a present sent from his parellts. The Marines 
were parlicipalillg in Operation Chinook. (Photo by LCpl. N. B. Call) SEA TIGER 9 



Psychology 
pays off 

By Sgt. I)a"e Small 
DONG HA-Ps)chological war· 

fare is being used by the 3rd 
'Batl.alion, Fourth Marines ncar 
tile DMZ. 

" We know it works," said Sec­
ond Lieutenant Allen L. Vance. 
"A Viet Cang cadre forced an 
entire village to vacate homes 
when they knew we were com­
ing." 

While on a three-day search 
and clear miss ion through sever­
al villages known to be active 
with VC movement, Vance 
formed a psy-war team to enter 
villages and inform the people of 
government intentions. 

"I believe our mission was suc­
cessful because of the way we 
used a South Vietnamese Popular 
Forces squad," the lieutenant 
said. "We split their ten-man 
squad into three-man teams and 
deployed them throughout the vil­
lages to talk to their people." 

The PF's went to each house 
in the village checking identifica~ 
tion cards, searching the houses , 
and telling the people the inten · 
tions of their government and 
why the Marines were here. 

At the same time, Vance was 
speaking to the villagers through 
his interpreter with a loudspeaker 
in the center of the village. 

lie told them of a reward fund 
available to those who could pass 
any information concerning the 
Vlct Cong, or North Vietnamese 
soldiers. 

He assured the villagers that 

ROUNDING THE SECOND TURN-Stretched Ollt around the curve behind the Ontos are 
jllst some 0/ the vehicles that composed the "Rough Rider" convoy. There were 36 vehicles, 
including three Ontos on the Chu Lai to Da Nang trip, (Photo by LCpl. Ronald A. Lowes) 

IIRough Ridersll 

, ruck convoy concludes trip 
from Da Nang to Chu Lai 

if they supplied informatIOn about By 2ndLt. John P. Novak 
the enemy at any time, their CHU LAI-A combined effort by Marines of the 1st Marine Division and 1st Ma-
identity would remain confiden· rine Aircraft Wing was brought to a successful conclusion when a Chu Lai-Da Nang 
tial. truck convoy reached its destination. 

"We gave the people a few Moving out at 10 a.m. from the "main gate" of the Chu Lai complex, the convoy, 
ideas on how to pass information dubbed "Rough Rider," included three Ontos and 33 other vehicles. It was originally 
to us without being seen by the 
Viet Cong," said Vance. "Now scheduled to leave the previous morning, but its departure had been set back because of 
that the ideas are in their heads, a bridge blown by the VC. 
all we have to do is wait." A platoon of Marines from 10K" 

Vance also spoke to any of the Company, 3rd Battalion, 1st Ma­
VC cadre that may have been in rine Regiment, 1st Marine Divi­
the village at that time . sian, and Marines from "C" 

He tOld them, "It is futile for Company, 7th Motor Transport 
you to continue this war-we will Battalion (who drove the trucks 
catch all of you eventually, be- as well as manning the .50 cali­
cause we will never stop search- bel' cab-mounted machine guns), 
ing. " provided security for the convoy 

The Viet Cong must not have along with the Ontos. 
liked what they, and the villagel's Aerial security was provided 
heard that day-for the next vil- 0 C I 
lage in the path of the psy-war by an 1· observation pane, two 
team was deserted. UH-IE (Huey) gunships and two 

Am "Sky Hawks." "It looked as if the people had 
been forced out of the village in The convoy moved steadily 
a big hurry," said Vance. "If northward with only a few minor 
the Viet Cong think they can stop incidents. 
us from spreading our message Then it all changed. At ap· 
that way, they are going to ag- proximately 2: 35 p.m., near the 
gravate the villagers mig h t y hamlet of Thanh Sinh (3), 18 
quickly. When they do that, they miles south of I)a Nang, a bridge 
are helping us a great deal ," he was reported blown up ahead of 
concluded. I the convoy. The convoy come to 

a stop as the convoy commander, 

IBlacksheepl 
adoptecl 

CHU LAI-Jf the adage, "In 
numbers there is strength" is 
true, Marine Attack Squadron-214 
is even stronger now, having 
been adopted by their numeral 
counterparts, hom e room-241, 
Grade SA·2, Edison Junior High 
School, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

The class sent the VMA·214 
"Blacksheep" Squadron a box of 
magazines and candy. An en­
closed letter stated in part: 

"Dear Men, 

Captain Phllill S. Bradley, com· 
manding officer of "e" Compa~ 
ny 17th Motor Transport Battal­
ion, Jumlled from his .. vehicle to 
survey the damage. 

----"-- --

Tour over 
. MCAF, FUTEMA, Okinawa 
Marine Medium He 1 t cop t e r 
Squadron-361 arrived at Marine 
Corps Ail' Facility, Futema Dec. 
16 after a six-month tour in the 
Republic of Vi~tnam. 

A veteran squadron of such op­
erations against the Viet Cong 
as Colorado, Hastings, Golden 
Fleece and Rio Blanco, HMM·361 
is at the facility to replace for­
mer tenant unit HMM-161. 

He ordered security out on both 
flanks of the stopped trucks and 
then brought trucks containing 
bridging material and carrying 
engineers to the front of the con­
voy. 

as it began. 
With dusk fast approaching, 

work on the bridge speeded up 
and finally at 5:25 p.m., the con­
voy once again moved north­
ward. 

Working quickly. the engineers 
of the 1st Bridge Company, 1st !t': 

Eng i nee I' Battalion, used the 
bridging material to construct a 
crossing. At the same time, a 
company of Republic of Vietnam 
soldiers brought in a convoy of 
sand-laden trucks with which to 
fill the gaping hole. 

Suddenly, shots rang out, some 
ricocheting off the bridge. Ma­
rines and RVN took immediate 
action and returned the fire in a 
fire fight which ended as quickly 

Gifts for all 
CHU LAI - Every man serv­

ing with the 5th Marine Regi­
ment, 1s1 Marine Division, had a 
Christmas gift this year, thanks 
to the efforts of an East Detroit, 
Michigan grade school. 

One-hundred and twenty-seven 
packages, containing everything 
from cookies to razor blades ar­
rived December 10, from the 
Crescentwood Grade School, and 
more are on the way according 
to Mrs. Elsie Buckman, the 
schools principal. 

Lieutenant Colonel William H. 
Draper, 5th Marines Executive 
Officer, whose daughter Linda, 5, 
is a kindergarten student at the 
school, received a letter from 
Mrs. Buckman last month, who 
asked for a list of items the Ma­
rines might need. 

Grateful 
chilelren 

DONG HA - More than 300 
Vietnamese children walked four 
miles through Viet Cong infested 
territory to bring gifts to U.S. 
fighting men here Christmas eve. 

The children gathered gifts of 
bananas, rice, cookies, tea and 
flowers at Cua Valley refugee 
center nine miles south of the 
Demilitarized Zone, then carried 
them over the Cua Valley Pass 
to Cam Lo district headquarters 
for the Marines and soldiers. 

A 100-vice choir composed of 
U.S. military personnel greeted 
the Christmas pilgrims with a 
special program which included 

I a party and gift exchanges. 
The choir was composed of Ma­

rines from the Third and Twelth 
Regiments, 3rd Marine Division 
and soldiers of the 2nd Bn., 94th 
Field Artillery Group. 

The 300 Vietnamese children 
are from a group of more than 
1,000 persons recently released 
[rom VC domination by Marines 
when they swept the Cua Valley 
last month. 

Although the Christmas truce 
was not scheduled to commence 
until midnight Dec. 24. represen­
tatives among the 300 children 
expressed no fear about the long 
walk through the VC controlled 
area. 

Air Medal record 
DA NANG - Since his arrival 

in Vietnam last May, Sergeant 
Stephen E. Adzima has been 
awarded 13 Air Medals. 

The Sergeant currently holds 
the enlisted record for his squad­
ron, Marine Medium Helicopter 
Squadron.265, based at the Marble 
Mountain Air Facility. 

During this time, his aircraft 
- a CH·46A Sea knight - has 
been hit by enemy fire only 
twice. 

Both were taken in the Chu 
Lai area, south of Da Nang, and 
neither hit did serious damage, 
according to Sgt. Adzima. 

I hope this package of candy 
and magazines will make you a 
little fatter and a little happier. 
We had fun collecting the mate­
rial and hope you enjoy it." On December 10 the packages 

arrived at the Regimental Post 
Olfice. Hot showers The letter was written on be­

half of the class by Ken Baldwin. 
The squadron sent a "Black­
sheep" patch, and a letter of ap­
preciation to the class. They also 
made Ken Baldwin an honorary 
·'Blacksheep." 

While in Vietnam, the squadr.on 
compiled an impressive record of 
10,774 flight hours, 31,959 sorties, 
2,312 medical evacuations and 
lifted 37,209 troops during a six­
month period. 

The famed "T i g e r Back" 
squadron, under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel M. D. Tweed 
was last stationed at the facility 
in June. 

Colonel Draper turned the 
packages over to the chaplains 
within his command, for distribu­
tion to the men. 

"The gifts went to the men who 
did not receive mail or gifts," said 
Col. Draper. 

A huge water tank perched atop its metal stanchions, 
engulfed in flames, means hot evening showers for Marines 
0/ 3d Tank Bn., 1st Marine Division, Designed and built by 
the battalion, the burning inferno is a luxury in Vietnam. 
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Meeting in Ha,waii I 
-a,t your own risk 

An electrical transmission error coyered at the last minute and 

recently caused a Hawaii R&R ~ACV forl.unatcly was able ,to 
. dlYCrl an au'craft to fly the mts-

flight to be scheduled 011 an l~r. sian. This was not accomplh,hed 

1'011('005 date. The error was diS- without r('~entmentt irritation, in­

1000 kills 
DA NANG-When the First Ma­

rine Regiment moved into its 
new command post in Quang 
Nam Province last Jun(', LtCol. 
Van D. Bell 's 1st Battalion, 
planned a Viet Cong elimination 
campaign for his unit to cover a 
six-month period. 

One thousand seemed like a 
nice round figure. 

At 5:45 p.m. Dec. 21, 1966 a bat­
talion scout unit ambushed 14 

Viet Cong and killed all 14 in a 

fire fight. 

The first VC killed was the 
1000th enemy killed or captured 
by the battalion. The others were 
considered a "bonus" for Col. 
Bell who is currently home on 
extension leave, completing his 
wedding plans. 

A telegram was sent to the 

Colonel: "Congratulations ... 1/1 

reached quota ... 1745 ... De-

cember 21 ... Best regards 1/1. 

com'enience, telephone calls to 
and from the U. S., and claims 
of financial hardship by person­
nel whose rendezvous plans with 
dependents were upset by the 
late departure of substitute air­
craft from Vietnam. 

It should be known and under­
stood that there are many factol's 
that e,m (;3USP published R&R 
schedules to be changed or even 
cancelled at the last minute. 
Electrical transmission errors, in­
.clement weather, aircraft me· 
chanical difficulties and security 

conditions are examples of fac· 

tors which may affect these 

flights. 
Rendezvous plans with families 

are made at the individual Ma· 

rine's volition and initiative. 

In the event of error, €'ach com· 
mander and supervisor does his 

very best to rectify the situation, 

but the fact remains, that the 

planned rcndczvous in Hawaii (or 

anywhere else) is the individual's 

personal responsibility. 

They try to find out 
what/s IIbuggingll you 

By LCpl Woody Price 
CHU LA! - One of the most 

important phases of the war 
against disease being waged at 
the medical dispensary of Marine 
Aircraft Group (MAG)-36, 1st 
Marine Aircraft Wing, is carried 
out in the "sickbay" laboratory 
at the Marine Ky Ha a.irfield. 

This phase is Parasitology. 
Only certain types of parasites 

cause disease. and it's with these 
that the lab technician is primari· 
ly concerned. 

Direct responsibility for the op­
eration of the lab falls to Hospital 
Corpsman Second Class Thomas 
A. Parker. 

Parker, who entered the Navy 
in Jan. 1958, received specialist's 
training at Great Lakes Naval 
Training Center. after serving 
more than four years as a medi­
cal corpsman. 

His specialty is examining blood 

samples. Through lab procedures, 
Parker can detect the presence of 
harmful parasites in an individ· 
ual's blood. 

Parker is constantly on the 
lookout for malaria. 

The task of detecting malaria~ 
causing parasites in the blood 
s t rea m is accomplished by 
smearing a blood sample on a 
glass slide. The smear is then al­
lowed to dry, and is stained with 
a special stain (Giemsa) which 
causes the parasite to show up in 
the red cells under microscopic 
examination. 

Assi!:iting Parker with the lab 
duties is Hospitalman Second 
Class James W. Libby. Libby, 
who entered the Navy in July, 
1960, underwent corpsman's train­
ing at Great Lakes. and ha~ ac· 
quired a general knowledge of lab 
procedures in the six years he 
has been on active duty. 

,~~:"'''>".~ 
BLOOD EXAMINATION-HM2 Thomas A, Parker, lab 

technician at the Marine Aircraft Crollp dispensary at Ky 

Ha J uses a microscope to examine a malaria smear. 
(Photo by Sgt, R, C. Hathaway) 
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BCen. Kim YWl Sang, who has been described as possessing "a tigerous fightillg spirit 

at war," speaks to the lIlell of the 2nd Korean Marine Brigade during change of command 

ceremollies, He had jllst aSSlil/led commallli of the "Bille Dragons" from BCen, Lee Bong Chool 

(right). (Official ROK Marine Corps Photo) 

Gen. Lee transferred 

Blue Dragons get new 'Tiger' 
By Sgt. Mike McCusker ary force of the ROK Armed ant in 1950, t~<: new c~mmanding 

CHU LAl _ Brigadier General 'Forces. general parb.clpated In all the 

Kim Yun Sang has taken com- General Lee, who will report to major op~ratlOns of the Korean 

rnand of the Marine Brigade he his new assignment in Korea af- War, servmg as a platoon leader, 

helped create. ter a month's leave with his wife rifl.e company. commander, . S-3 

Assuming command of the 2nd in Hong Kong and Japan, was offIcer and ChIef of OperatIons 

Korean Marine (Blue Dragon) the brigade's first commander. ~ranch, Headquarters ROK Ma­

Brigade from Brigadier General Under his command the Blue rme Corps. 

Lee Bong Chool during change Dragons landed at Cam Ranh -------

of command ceremonies at their Bay, Oct. 9, 1965 and immediate- LBJ " 
combat base near Chu Lai, Tues- Iy moved into operational stand- praises 
day, Dec. 20, General Kim played ing, fighting both VIet ~ong and 

a major role in organizing, equip- units of the North Vietnamese VI"et veterans 
ping and sending the brigade to Army. . .. 

Vietnam last year. The Koreans have slIlce mfllct-

The "Blue Dragon Brigade" ed over 5,000 losses on the enemy. 

was the first combat expedition- Commissioned a second lieu ten-
Before lighting the nation's 

Christmas tree, President John­
son told a group of Vietnam war 
veterans that each exercised the 
highest fOfm of citizenship that 
any citizen can perform. Homeward-bound 'panther' 

craves just one more hunt 
"You have all defended free­

dom in a great hour of need," 
the President told veterans in the 
East Room of the White House. 
"You bear the scars of that sacri­
fice as an emblem of devotion to 
your country." . By: LCpl Guy Cornwell 

DA NANG-The Panther was 
soon to go back to his home but 
craved for just one last hunt. The 
Panther. as his company calls 
him, is Captain Wiley M. Clapp, 
commanding officer of "I" Com­
pany, 3rd Battalion, Seventh Ma­
rines, 1st Marine Division. 

His prey was an estimated com­
pany of Viet Cong suspected to 
be within his company's opera­

I lion area. 
Although the veteran of over 

15 combat operations was leaving 
Vietnam the next day, he chose to 
go on one more operation. 

Leaving before dawn in order 
to surprise the enemy, the Pan­
ther led his men down the river 
bank hoping to make contact 
with the Viet Cong that ran the 
supply routes in and out of the 
area. 

After uncovering two high-ex­
plosive booby traps on the trail 
Captain Clapp cautioned his men 
to be as quiet and careful as pos· 
sible. 

He was sure the l'llcmy was 
ncar. 

He was right. The mid·day 
-silence was shattered by the 

Sea bees give key 
DA NANG - An over-si1.l'd 

key was presented to Major 
General H. Nickerson, Jr., by 
Lieutenant Commander D. N. 
Shockey, commanding officer 
or Mobile Construction Batta­
lion Nine (MCB-9) during grand 
ope n i n g ceremonies of the 
Headquarters Battalion enlisted 
men's club Christmas eve. Sea­
bees of MCB·9 constructed the 
new club ror the lst Division 
Marines. Manager is Stafr Ser­
geant M. R. Wilsun. 

crack of a light carbine. 
The lead machine-gunner was 

hit. 
"Corpsman up," the Panther 

yelled as he continued to firc. 
lie only had to yell that twice 

during the hour-long firefight. 
The Viet Cong had to say II 

over and over. 
Although pinned down by auto­

matic rifle fire the company re­
turned deadly fire into the under­
brush and across the river. Once 
during the fight, the Panther him­
self ran through enemy fire to 
pull one of his wounded men off 
the trail. 

The outcome of the hunt-12 
Viet Cong killed-was a victory 
for the Marines of "I" Co. 

Ills last hunt successful, the 
Panther lert the next day for his 
home in Pomona, Calif., amid 
shouts of goodwill from the men 
of his company. One said of the 
departing Marine officer, "He'll 
come back; he enjoys the hunt 
too much." 

"No one can say just how long 
that war will last," the Pr~sident 
said. "But we can say that ag­
gression has been blunted, and 
that peace, with honor, will sure­
ly follow." 

Noting that the months ahead 
will not be easy ones, President 
Johnson said: "They will require 
great sacrifice, patience, under­
standing and tolerance from each 
of us." 

Third DFC 
DA NANG - A gold star in 

lieu of a third Distinguished Fly­
ing Cross was presented to 
Lieutenant Colonel Al'nold W. 
Barden of Marine Aircraft Wing 
Group·16 during informal ceremo­
nies at the Marble Mountain Air 
Facility. 

Barden was cited for his ac­
tions while serving as an armed 
helicopter flight leader during 
Operation Hastings on July 18. 

His citation read: "Distinguish­
ing himself by leading a flight o[ 

"clT3 t helicopters against a north Viet· raise (en 'S namese Army force of more than 
1,000 men, LtCo!. Barden provid­

. The commuted and leave. ra- I ed suppressive force on the enemy. 

hons food a.llowan.ce for enh~tcd marking their positions with rock­

personnel Will ~e tncn:as~d hom ets for air strikes ... He also con­

$1.17 to $1.30 dally begmmng Jan- ducted ail' strikes within 30 yards 

U31'Y 1. ". of friendly forces, thercby pre-

Ration allow" 

The 13-cent dally mcrease was venting the enemy from ovel'­

approved by Defen~c Secret~ry running their positions. 
McNamara and apphes to serVIce 
personnel world-wide. 

Commuted rations are paid to 
those authorized to eat off base. 
01' at home, instead of in military 
dining halls. 

Leave rations are paid to all 
personnel on leave. 

"His heroic actions, instrumental 
in saving a trapped platoon of 
20 Marines, also were responsible 
for 200 confirmed and probable 
enemy dead. . " 

SEA TIGER 11 

'" - - ......... HIII\,. u. 11101110.\') 

-



Citizens of Phu Bai 
honor all servicemen 

By: 2dLt. Paul Berger I came to the 31'd Marine Division PHU BAI - Every American headquarters here to pn'scnt the serviceman in the Phu Bai area I gifts and a 12·(00t Christmas tree. received a gift from the people They also entertained Americans of Hue this Christmas. with Christmas carols and Viet-
Five hundred Hue residents namesC: songs. 

The stage was D. sheet of ply­
wood atop 12 cases of dehydrat­
ed green beans-but from the 
audience response-it could havt' 
been the Hollywood Palace. 

During a heavy rain , a convoy 
of trucks and buses brought the "'~~ ;$::~;.' 
visitors from Hue. Dashing from SUPPLY BOATS DESTROYED-A VC supply hoot is destroyed by 1st Pit., "M" Co., 3d vehicles into the 2nd Battalion, BI1., 7th Marines during lill operation southwest 01 Da N1I11R, The company destroyed 16 boats Ninth Regiment messhall the , . , 

Birthday 
PFC Peter Bechenck cele-

brates his 20th birthday as 
well as Christmas Day all 
Operation Chinook, 27 killS. 

north ot Hue. He is a mem­
ber of Wpm. Pit., "M" Co., 
3d BIl. , 26th Marines . 
(Photo by LCpl. N. B. Cull) 

Chinook-

Vietnamese became a mass of I dunng the InJSSlOli. (Photo by I. L. McClory) shapeless, d rip pin g raincoats 
covered by a canopy of colol'ful R f t d· 1966 uno~~~I~~side, the vbitors shed eport 0 even sUring -th~l~: r~lllge~~' a.~d became ~lty (Continuetl From Page 1) offiCials, busmessmen and stu· China Sea, Operation ends April 7. dents. , • Form March 29 to April 3, it's Op('ra~ion ~?l?nel J?hn B. Sweeney, 3rd " Indiana"-in mountainous coastal region, 330 miles DIVIsion chief of staff, drew ~p. northeast of Saigon. pia use w.hen h~ greetcd the Viet· • lIeadquarters of lst Marine Division estab-name~e 111 theu' ?wn lang~age, Ushed at Chu Lai on Nov. 30 .• "lr5t commitment or A high school gll'l, speakmg for two U.S. Marine Divisions (1st and 3rd) In combat the gro~p., expressed t~anks for zone since World War II. Elements or 1st Marine the ~acnhces the ,Amencans are ))i\'lsion already in Vietnam prior to this date. makmg for the Vietnamese peo· APRIL 
pie." and ext~nded s~~sons. greet- • Operation "Orange" conducted April 1.11-mg.s to theIr families 111 the multicompany search and destroy mission south· U~!ted St~tes. ,west of Da Nang. 

. ,We ~lay G?d may give. u~ • April 12.17 Operation "Nevada"-multi.bat-wl.sdom and st~e~gth t? a~hlev~ talion operation south of Chu Lai. that peace on eal th which ,IS the • Marine Reglmentall Landing Team Seven enternal me~sage of Chn,~tmas (RLT~7), which virtually annihilated a Viet Cong an.d ~he desIre of us. ~ll, she reglment during Operation "Starlight" in August, said m excellent. ~nghsh, 1965" d d th' Navy Unit Commendation The messhall ceIling was deco. , was awar t' e . . rated with U.S. state flags and by the Secretary or the Navy on April ~~, the flr~! in front of the stagc hung the ground unit so honored. Operation Starlight flag of Rhode Island with its one was the £irst direct battlefield conrrontation between appropriate word, "Hope." ' a major U.S. unit and a major main-force Viet Cong unit. 
• Operation "Georgia" begins April 21, ends 

May 10-southwest of Da Nang. 
• Operation "Hot Springs" - multi·battalion 

opcration northwest of Quang Ngai. 
Karate club 

DA NANG - Seven members MAY o{ the Marine Aircraft Group - • Operation "Wyoming" begins May I-north· 16 Karate Club demonstrated the west of Chu Lai. Ancient Oriental art for 150 Viet- • Operation "Cherokee" from May 5·7-seal'ch namese children last week. and clear mission accounts for 59,000 pounds of Thei r audience was from a local seized enemy rice. 

SEPTE~IBER 
• September 1 - Ceremonies at Washington, D. C. Marine Barracks honor most·decorated Ma~ 

rine (to date) or Vietnam war, the late Major 
Donald J. Reilly. Reilly, a helicopter pilot, was 
mortaHy wounded during a medical evacuation mis· 
sioll in Vietnam in December 1965. Postlunnous 
awards include: Navy Cross, Silver Star, 
Distinguished FlyIng Cross. 

• Operation "Golden Fleece" Sept. 17·27-an annual rice·harvest-protection operation in the 
Quang Ngai province. Marines provided protection 
during the harvesting of 7,620 tons of ricl', and 
captured 27,727 tons of Viet Cong rice . 

• 1/26, the first unit of the newly activated 5th Marine Division, was heavily engaged neal' the 
DMZ. This battalion, the afloat Special Landing 
Force, had come ashore in Operation "Dcckhousc 
IV" in an area east of the "PI'aide" operation, 
to search the coastal rice plains just south of the 
DMZ. 

• Navy Hospital Corpsmen provide front-line medical support to Marines. As DC Sept. 1, they 
had 18 Silver Star Medals, 33 Bronze Stars, 25 Air 
Medals, 14 Navy Commendation Medals, and more 
than 400 Purple Hearls. 

OCTOBER 

orphanage which is supported by • May 9-14 Operation "Montgomcl'y"-rnulti· (Continued From Page t) members of the 1st Marine Air battalion operation in Quang Ngai province. taken from ' enemy bodies and Wing. • Operation "Wayne" May 10-13 southwcst o{ 

• III MAF forces re·disposed in I Corps Area to meet increased enemy activity in vicinity or 
DMZ. 3d Marine Division forces moved into Quang 
Tri province, with headquarters at Dong Ha. Con· 
currently. 1st Marine Division Headquarters moved 
from Chu Lai area to Da Nang to take over opera· 
tional expanses vacated by 3d Marine Division. A 
U.S, Army airborne battalion joined III MAF and 
was attached to 1st Marine Division at Da Nang. 
A Marine Task Force continued operations in Chu 
Lai area in conjunction with a Korean Maxine 
Brigade. 

several rice caches have been Led by Staff Sergeant Donald Hue. seized and destroyed. F, Bohan, club members pcr- • Lieutenant General Lewis W. Wail, GG, III 
Navy League's 

Operational Ex· 

• Operation "Teton" October 12·20-battalion· sized search and destroy mission, 5 miles south 
of Da Nang. 

"I" Co. aronc accounted for formed various movements in· MAF, receives (in absentia) more than 50 of the total enemy cluding defense against knife at· "Stephen Decatur Award ror kills during three hours of savage I tack, ccllence." fighting on the second night of the Bohan, a student for 10 years, • Operation "Mobile" May 25·28 in Quang Ngai 
• Camp Foster on Okinawa is named in honor of Marine Medal of Honor recipient PFC William 

A. FosteI' of Cleveland, Ohio,' on Oct. 25. Foster 
was killed in action during battic for Okinawa in 
WW II. 

operation. explained to his young audience. province. As the Christmas truce brought the theory of the art: "Karate is JUNE a lull in the fighting, thl.'- Marines for the unarmed. Thc key to Ka· .:ld BattalIon, 26th Marines activated (Ex· bailed out their fighting holes , rate is s~eed. not muscle." panded to BLT status June 25. Embarked for reinforced their positions and He sal~ the averag.e man, Western Pacific July 27, with RLT·26 headquarters), tried to catch some needed sleep. armed. wl~h conc~ntratlOn and • June 26 Operation ".Tay" begins-13 miles -- faIth . m IllmscH, IS capable of northwest of Hue. Ends July 2. 

• President Johnson visits American troops in 
Vietnam. Awards Navy Cross to Marine. Marines 
of E/2/1 arc part of all-service Honor Guard'. 

Dental survey startlIng feats. To demonstrate, • Fiscal Year 1966 Marine Corps tolal strength 

I 
hc brok~ a 20~pound con c r e toe nears 262,000. (Peak in Korean War was slightly Recent surveys indicate that block WIth a smgle blow from hIS I more than 249,000,) 

NOVEMBER 
some 30 per cent o{ U. S. Marines forearm. JULY seek dental treatment while in Bohan is a fifth degrcl' black I ' ' . h M" " ·r ,t d 

• Lieutenant Colonel Charles II. Lud(len named Marine Aviator or the Year and awarded Cunning­
ham Trollhy. Victnam, Dental treatment is belt karate expert. .... Jul~ 1, ~d B~t~~IIOn, ~6.t allnes ac lva e . provided by 65 Dental Corps of I The club meets regula I' at (Embarked f?l Westcln Pal..lfi,c Sept. 2). 

• November 10-Marine Corps 191st Birthday. 
• U.S. Marines, Republic of Korea Marines, and 

Army of the Republic of Vietnam units. in separate 
but adjacent command posts, wrap up an eight 
day search and destroy operation west of Quang 
Ngai on November 28. 

l"l ficers, foul' Medical Service Corps Marble Mountain's beach . officers and l40 dental techni· numbers 50 members; all dans. I attached to MAG-16. -
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• OperatIOn "Macon" begms July 4. Scarch and clear mission 20 miles southwest of Da Nang. 
Continues to Oct. 28. 

DECEMBER 

• Operation "Hastings" begins July 7. Marine 
COrilS' largest multi·battallon operation to date. Conducted in mountain jungies of Quang 'lei IJrovince, just south or 17th parallel. This battle • Marinc Corps Reserve Civic Action Fund for brought 8,000 U.S. Marines and 3,000 South Viet· Vietnam totals more ~han $380,000 as of December namcso infantrymen against North Vietnamese 1. 
Division 3248 which had infiltrated across the • First Marine awarded Medal o{ Honor for DMZ. The Noeth Vietnamese Division was shattered outstanding heroism in Vietnam. New York-born and the remnants were sent fleeing back across Sgt. Robert O'Malley. USMCR, was presented the the 17th parallel. Operation ends August 3. ' Nation's hIghest award for valor in combat by AUGUST President Johnson in ceremonics at the LBJ Ranch • Operation "Prairie" begins August 3. MIIltl~ on December 6. O'Malley ts third or rOllr brothers to battalion operation jn Quang Trl Ilrovincc against serve In Marine Corps. Y Olmger brother is also major enemy force. Battle continues in mountain Marine veteran or Vietnam service. jungles just south of the DMZ. Fierce, intermittent • Number of Marines in Vietnam: approximate~ fighting against inllltrating elements from eUte Iy 60,000. 
divisions uf Regular North Vietnamese Army- • Estimated year·end total, U.S. Marine Corps: stiU continuing. 258,835 enlisted; 22,874 officers; total 281,709. • August 20·29. Opel'atin "Allegheny"-in Quang • Personal awards received by Marines {or Nam province, 15 miles southwest of Da Nang, Vietnam service, In addition to Medal of Honor • August 29, Post Office issues $-pedal Com· awarded Dec. 6 (all figures as or Nov. 1): memorative Stamp for Marine Corps Reserve Distinguished Service Medal 3; Navy Cross 39; Silver Anniversary; first stamp ever issued honoring Star Medal 291; Legion of Merit 125; Distinguished Marines, Will be issued on request at Post Offices Flying Cross 249; Bronze Star Medal 1,261; throughout the Nation until August 1967, end of Navy/Marine Corps l\1edal19 and numerous lesser Anniversary Year. awards. 


