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Patrol nets 
7 VC kills, 

• one pflsoner 
By CPl. Cal Guthrie 

PHU BAI - A Marine patrol 
found two VIet Cong bands six 
miles southwest of here last 
week. In the wake of the fighting 
the patrol left 12 dead VC and 
captured one prisoner. 

The seven-man pat r 0 I from 
"B" Company, Third Reconnais­
sance Battalion. 3rd Marine Divi­
sion, was led by Sergeant Albert 
W. Bach, They were dropped by 
helicopter~ on Jan. 16, near High­
way 14, to seek out VC move­
ment in tht! area. 

Almost immediately the patrol 
found evidence of enemy activity. 
The point man Private First 
Class David Cook and his back· 
up, Private First Class Jackie 
Stribling, found several fresh 
barefoot prints along a jungle 
trail. 

While Bach was placing an 
ambush, the Mar j n e sheard 
sounds of VC movement just 
south. They quietly moved to the 
area and concealed themselves in 
the foliage along the trail. Ten 

Fire mission near An Hoa 
A 105mm artillery round is inserted into the chamber of a howitzer as "E" Battery, 2d 

Bn., 11th Marines, responds to another fire mission near An Hoa, 30 miles southwest of Da 
Nang. The battery has fired in support of the 2d Bn., 5th Marines, 1st Marine Divisioll since 
March 1966. (Photo by LCpl. J. E. Russell) 

Hall dozen 
amhush VC 
lorce 01100 

By Cpl. David A. Hines 
DA NANG-Six Marines of "D" 

Company. 1st Battalion, First Ma· 
rine Regiment, ambushed a Viet 
Cang force estimated at 100 men 
recently, and emerged from the 
fire fight without suffering a 
casualty. 

The 1st Division Marines were 
on a patrol when they received 
word that a Viet Cang force was 
seen operating in the area. 

"We didn't know how many 
there were, so our patrol leader 
broke us down into teams to set 
up ambushes," said Corporal 
Harry Brown. 

"At that point. I set my men 
into a position by a bridge on the 
river," he said. 

The Marines waited for two 
hours before hearing voices and 
then spotted a long column of 
Viet Cang heading across the 
bridge. 

minutes later 20 VC came down I---::_:_------=-~-_:_---::__:::_-_:::__:::_----------~---:---

~~~e~a~~a~~':tng a mortar and Village, ch,iefs ask for help 

"I laid in my position counting 
them for a minute after we made 
the initial sighting, wondering II 
it would be wise to engage them 
in a fire fight," Brown continued. 

The afternoon s i len c e was 
broken as the patrol filled the 

air with the staccato of rifle and "(h- k" M - I d 684 
automatic weapons fire, spiced Inoo . rlnes e. with exploding grenades. Six of 
the enemy were cut down by the 

"I then realized that II we 
didn't hit them they might make 
it to the jungle and disappear, 
and then we'd lose our chance 
completely," he added. 

The communists carried auto­
matic rifles, and 50 and 30 caliber 
machineguns among the column. deadly cross-fire. Lance Corporal 

,~~~e:ht:~~~£;%t'edt~~r ~~~r~2 vi-liagers to new way of II-fe 
An ace of spades playing card 

on Page H) 

"We waited for the VC to pass 
and then hit from the rear," 
Brown continued. "Our initial fire 
killed three, and another died 
when I dropped an M·79 grenade 
into the middle of their column." 

County Fair assist 
A mortar crew of "F" Co., 2d BII., 5th Marines, re­

taliates with a barrage when VC snipers opened up on Ma­
rines during a Calmly Fair. The Marines were providing 
security for Navy medics and Army civic action teams during 
the fair held at Ben Dau. (Photo by LCpl. J. E. Russell) 

By SSgt. Norman MacKenzie In the short fire fight more 
PHU BAI-The Communists suffered another defeat Viet Cong fell, and were dragged 

during Operation Chinook when Fourth Regiment Marines off when they retreated into the 
led 684 people from their Viet Cong controlled villages to jungle. 
live a new democratic way of life. "I think they probably ligured 

The Lea themecks were operating in the J' ungles near there were more of us," Brown 
said. "Imagine the battle we 

Phong An, Phong Nguyen and Phong Son villages, 27 miles would have had II they'd known 
north of here, when the village chiefs asked the Marines to there only six 01 us!" 
lead their people to safety. --::::_---------~::_---....:.._:_--------

The Viet Cong had taxed the C I· t 
people to the pOint of taking near· ompany s ugs lOUt Iy everything they owned, forced 
them to work for no pay and 
gave no medical assistance to 

the sick and injured. d' d d I b h 
The villagers left most of their urlng ea y am us 

possessions behind and began 
their long journey to Phong Dien 
District with Marines providing 
security. 

Young children and elders were 
helped along the way by Marines. 

The 203 fa mil i e s walked 
through dense jungle and moun­
tainous terrain in heavy rains to 
the Fourth Regiment's command 
post where hot soup and coffee 
were waiting. 

Surrerlng fro m malnutrition 
and the cold, the refugees at first 
refused to touch the food pre­
pared by the Marines. VC propa· 
ganda had told them Marines 
were ruthless killers who would 
,poison their lood. 

Alter much coaxing by the Ma· 
rines, who made their point by 
drinking lirst, the elders IInally 
drank the soup and coffee and 
then the women and children 
IInished theirs. 

They were taken to Phong Dien 
(Continued on Page 10) 

By Cpl. W.L. Christollerso. 
DA NANG-The bearded cor· 

poral halted his weary push 
homeward long enough to gaze at 
a Marine helicopter buzzing over. 
head. 

"That's the greatest. sound in 
the world," he said. "If it hadn't 
been for the choppers yesterday, 
a lot of us wouldn't be here to· 
day." 

The day before, Jan. 26, his 
company had slugged it out with 
the Viet Cong for hours after be­
ing hit by a deadly ambush dur­
ing Operation Tuscaloosa. The 
action was scarcely 4000 meters 
from the "H" Company com­
mand post. 

The ambush caught the men of 
the 2nd Battalion, Fifth Marines, 
on the sandy banks of a Ba Ren 
,River tributary northeast of An 
Hoa, pinning down the lead ele­
ments of "F" and "H" com-

panies. 
The Viet Cong poured a heavy 

stream of small arms and auto. 
matic we a p 0 n s fire at the 
Leathernecks from such close 
range that heavy air strikes could 
not be used. 

But armed Huey gun s hip s 
strared the enemy positions time 
and again to allow the 1st Divi­
sion Marines on the ground to 
maneuver into position to repel 
the communist attack. 

The fierce fighting, which be· 
gan at 9 a.m. and lasted until 
nightfall. accounted for 74 Viet 
Cong confirmed killed. The 
Marines took moderate casual­
ties. 

The "H" Co. Mar in e s who 
trekked back to their command 
post Jan. 27, after being relieved 
by a company of the Twenty· 
Sixth Marine R('giment, showed 
the strain of the all·day battle. 
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Voice of the people 
As members of the 90th 

Congress walk the halls of 
t he Capitol, they are sur­
rounded by reminders of t he 
continuity and tradi tions 
t hat have existed in our gov­
ernment since the first 
Congress convened in March 
1789. 

Paintings and busts of 
Congressional g rea t s who 
helped make the history of 
our Nation abound through­
out the corridors, recalling 
for each elected representa­
tive the legacy of service 
and responsibility to the 
American people. 

Throughout its his tor y, 
Congress has served not only 
as the voice of the people, 
but as an effective check 
against the accumulation of 
too much power by anyone 
branch or individual in OUI' 
governmental structure. 

The 435-member House of 
Representatives has a strong 
voice in the operation of the 
government inasmuch as all 
revenue bills must originate 
with it. Approval of all trea­
ties and major Presidential 
appointments gives the 100-
member Senate an equally 
powerful voice in the conduct 

Memorial Club 
Marines returning to thl" 

U,S. from Vil'tnarn are in­
vited to make use of the 
facilities of tht' Marines 
Memorial Club in San Fran­
cisco. 

For room rates and rt"ser­
vaUons write to: Marines 
Memorial Club, 609 Sutter 
Street, San FranciSCO, eali­
fornla, 94102. 

2 SEA TIGER 

of our country's affairs. 
Through the years, the re­

sponsibilities (If Congress 
have increased, as has its 
size. The complexities of gov­
ernment have multiplied as 
the Nation has grown and 
progressed, demanding great­
er know ledge, toil and dedi­
cation from each successive 
Congress. 
. Today, as in the past, our 
elected representatives face 
the challengers of the world 
knowingly and firmly, re­
solute in their efforts to help 
this Nation prosper as never 
before. (AFNB) 

THE MODERN UNITED 
STATES MARINE CORPS, By 
Colonel .John A. De Chant. pub· 
lished by Van Nostrand Books, 
Princeton. N.J. al $6.95. 

The exciting and inspiring story 
of the United States Mar i n e 
Corps, from its beginning to the 
current :;trugglc in the bitter 
guerrilla warfare in South Viet­
nam, is told here. 

It includes a projection of what 
planners think the Corps will be 

ilike in 1975 and a unique global 
map showing all major posts and 
stations in the Corps. Here is 
an examination of the broad 
strategic scope of the Marine 
Corps as a part of the Navy­
Marine global striking forces, 
and its needs and prime signifi­
cance in the security and influ­
ence of the United Statt's in the 
world community. 

A careful study of require­
ments, types of training, educa­
tion and possibilities for advance­
ment is provided. 

This book is a fitting tribute 
to the men whose love of country 
and libcrty are hdping insure 
freedom. (AFNB) 

fSea-TfierTaii-'ii3g1 
Here s the latest listmg or pen- Gwen Martm (23) First I wrote to ~our embassy 

pals: 19, Gorbol'nc Road in Oslo and they gave me your 
Kensington, London, England address. Thank YOU in befol'('-

Elinor McKnight (Hi) 
99 Baldwin A\-e. Knightswood 
Gla~gow, \\'.3, Scotland 

Marjorie Dimond (19) 
!iO(j Ml'Bl'ide Blvd. Suite ~o. 2 
NC\\f Westminstt'r, B.C. Canada 

Elaine Kostyshin 
12(;34 89 A An 
N. Surr('~:, B. C. CanadCl 

Linda Evans (19) 
1263 Wichita Dl'ive S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia." 30311 

Patty Gl'cig (18) 
44H W. 9th Ave. 
Vancouver B. C. 

• 
Canada 

BCl'verly A. Cup:stid 
136 Cowan Streel 
Fcrriday", La. 

Betty Shingleur (21) 
2355 N. 20th StI'cet 
Baton Rouge, La. 70802 

• 
Angela Burke (18) 
Achill Co. Mayo 
South Ireland 

• 
Dale Ann Ban (19) 
314 Riverside Ave No. 22 
Santa Cruz, Calif. 95060 · . . 
Sue Wasil 
4130 Judd St. 
Schiller Park, III. 

• • 
Helen Payne (20) 
7 Granlham SI., S. C. Rd. 
Dublin 8, Ireland 

• • 
Janice Huth (20) 
4201 W. Vicloria St. 
Chicago, Ill. 60646 

• • 
Kathy Murphy (16) 
20 Twin Bridge Rd. 
Madison, Conn. 06443 

• • 
Kalhryn Maxwell 
380 Cozine Ave, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11207 · . 
Pamela Holden (17) 
459 Hickory Drive 
Ledyard, Conn. 

• 
Glenie Kelly 
RI No.4 Box 8 
Almore, Alabama 36502 

Sierra ends 
for 2/7 

CHU LAI-Marines 01 2nd Bat· 
talion, Seventh Marine Regiment, 
1st Marine Division concluded 
"Operation S i err a" in Quan.g 
Ngai Province, south of Chu LaI, 
Jan. 21. 

Cold monsoon rains confronted 
the Leathernecks during their 
search for the Viet Congo Infan­
try units covered terrain extend­
ing from mountainous j u n g I e 
areas to sandy coastal islands. 

Supporting firepower from field 
artillery and naval vessels plus 
close air support from jets of 
the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing 
gave the battalion an extra com­
,bat punch. 

One hundred and eleven VC 
were killed during the six-week 
long search and destroy opera­
tion. Marines captured two com­
munist guerrillas and detained 
five suspects for interrogation. 

Six Viet Cong and one North 
Vietnamese Army regular were 
returnc('s to government forces, 
and 36 individual weapons and 
several tons of rite W('!,(' cap­
tured. 

Marine casualties wcrt' light. 

No. 20 lucky 
CflU LAI - The number 20 is 

a lucky one for First Licuh.'nant 
Allen .J. Braden. 

Braden, a pilot with Marine 
Attack Squadron-214, €'3I'nt'd his 
"fil'st Air Medal while flying A4 
"Skyhawk" numb{'r 20, on his 
20th mission, 20 miles southwPst 
of Chu Lai, on January 20th. 

.Janet Waite 
RI) NO.1 

" hand, I remain, )'OUI'S faithfully. 

Waitsburg, Pac. IHH2 

Pearl Tagcant (1:1) 
124-A River Oaks Apts. 
Natchez. Miss. 

Dcbbrah Smith 
344 Gard€'n Drive 
Wintel'syillc, Ohio 

Sandra Unertl (19) 
755 Western Ave. 
Mosinee, Wisc. 54455 

Bonnie L·chman 0(19) 
618 E. 25th Street. 
Eric, Penna. 16503 

Doreen C
9

0ndon 
37 Sackville St. 
B,'llast 12, North Ireland 

Pats), Lo~e (21) 
958 Fuqua Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96818 

Marjorie ·Webb 
P. O. Box 977 
Richmond, Virginia 

• 
Dear Sir: 

In Norway people used to write 
to seamen and in that way, many 
friends are found. As my great 
ideal is President John F. Kcn­
nedy, who once fought in Asia 
himself, I find it natural to ask 
you to be as kind as to furnish 
me some names and addresses 
of soldiers who are fighting in 
Vietnam. Perhaps some of them 
would like to be my friend. 

HARALD BREIHK (151/2) 
tnnd)"r, Norwar 

D('ur Sir: 
I am a PLC (Platoon Leaders 

Candidate) and also chairman of 
the C('ntre College Young Ameri­
cans for Freedom Chapter. The 
mission of our group is to stimu­
late patriotism and Americanism. 

We would apprpciate it if you 
send us a company roster of Ma­
rines now fighting in Vietnam. 
Our project this semester is to 
coordinate the whole campus in 
letter writing to boost the morale 
of our fighting man. We would 
like to be able to announce this 
program soon. 

Tom Riner 
Box 715 Centre College 
Danville, Kcntucky 40422 

New "D" Med CO 
DONG HA' - In eeremonics 

held herc recently Lieutenant 
Commander Robert W. Knapp 
turned over the command of "D" 
Company, 3 .. d Medical Baltalion. 
to Lieutenant Commander Newton 
C. McCollough. 

McCollough's duties will cover 
all phases of command in the 
battalion, incJ.Jding medical and 
administrative matters. He will 
be in charge of orthopediC sur­
gery and will be an advisor on 
Ihe staff 01 the 3rd Medical Bal· 
talion al Phu Bai. 

Knapp will reporl 10 USNH, 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Telling the truth 
about Red Cross 

With all the rocks flying through the air in dispute. 
over our Vietnam policy, it is no wonder that some of 
them have even been bouncing off the eminently respect­
able Red Cross. 

There is confusion about the role being played by the 
Red Cross in Vietnam, and the confusion, as usual, is 
founded on ignorance: 
. What is "The" Red Cross doing having dealings with 
North Vietnam, hey?" 

"The Red Cross, meaning the American Red Cross, 
simply ain't having such dealings." That's the answer. 

The International Committee of the Red Cross (IC­
RC) which is something else again, IS active in the con­
flict, in a strictly neutral role which is its reason for being. 

The International Committee of the Red Cross is made 
up of 25 Swiss citizens. 

You don't find anybody more inherently neutral than 
the neutral Swiss, ever since they gave up hiring as pro 
soldiers generations ago. 

One of the nutty things about wars is that wars must 
have rules. Sometimes the rules are shadowy, sometimes, 
precise, sometimes observed, sometimes broken. 

But rules there are, and the ICRC is the only organiza­
tion prestigious enough to be trusted by any possible com­
bination of belligerents to oversee the rules. 

Also, belligerents, no matter how angry, must have a 
channel of communications. They have to talk to each 
other. The ICRC is the recognized channel. 

EXAMPLE: In the Cuban missile crisis, ICRC was 
the only group both the Russians and the Americans were 
willing to trust to inspect Russian ships bound for Cuba. 

ICRC has arranged a truce in Santo Domingo, de­
livered food parcels to American prisoners held by the 
Red Chinese, and attended to similar peaceful chores 
amid the gunfire in Cyprus, Laos, and the Congo. 

Right now, the ICRC is our link to American prison­
ers held by the enemy in Vietnam. It oversees the rules 
for them, and of course sees to the delivering of the tradi­
tional aid parcels. 

For our own benefit, then, the American Red Cross 
and our government both support the work of this unique 
international organization. 

-Dick Nolan SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 



Nicknamed 'Mini-FAG' 

Cannoneers heap praise 
on infantry counterparts 

By SSgt. Jack W. Jansen 
DA NANG-A mutual admiration society has matured into a "personal relation­

ship" between the artillery units and infantry battalion based at An Hoa. 
uE" Battery, Eleventh Marine Regiment and the 2nd Battalion, Fifth Marines 

joined forces last March when the units arrived in Vietnam. 
Since then the firing of the big guns has been music to the ears of the infantrymen 

who listen nightly to the almost ceaseless poundings of "their" guns. 
The artillerymen have nicknamed their unit Mini-FAG according to Lieutenant 

T. L. Carvel', battalion command· 
ing officer. 

Not quite as large as a normal 
s ized field artillery group, Mini­
FAG still puts out enough fire­
power to make life miserable for 
marauding Viet Congo 

In a 20·day period this month, 
the battery recorded 30 confirmed 
Viet Cong kills, five supply boats 
sunk and a mortar position de­
stroyed. 

During December an infantry 
company of the 2nd Battalion was 
ambushed by approximately a 
company of VC near Phu Lac (6), 
on their way back to their com­
mand post. 

It was neat' dusk and the Ma­
rines were running low on am­
munition. 

They called in artillery. 
Lockhart took the call and says, 

"we fired 158 rounds in less than 
15 minutes, enabling the Leather-

necks to accomplish their mission 
and return to theil' command 
post. 

The commanding orfleer or that 
company (Company "Gil). Cap­
tain John Gruner, sent a personal 
letter of commendation to the 
artillerymen of "Echo" thanking 
and praIsing them on a "Job well 
done." 

According to Gore his men 
(ranging In age from IS to 40) 
"are Jacks-of-all-artillery-trades." According to Captain George 

Gore, the battery commander, 
"we have developed into a team 'Ch I· I .-1 
in which every man in the unit ap aln 5 privi ege knows his own and another's job." 

In the same vein he stales that 
every man is important. 1 R 

"As an example," Gore said, to serve st econ 
"our motor transport section has 
27 pieces of rolling stock and not 
one is deadlined." 

Stall Sergeant Cbarles Lockbart, 
operations chief of "E" Battery, 
said "we are always ready. We 
have helpe~ the 2nd BD., Fifth 
Marines out of a few tight spots 
and wftnGw they appreciate it." 

The cannoneers heap praise on 
their infantry counterparts. It is 
common in H~' Battery to hear, 
"I think this Is the IIncst Infantry 
battalion to which we could be 
attached. " 

"Echo" battery is armed with 
105mrn and 155mm howitzers. 
They can also call on the 8-inch 
how i t z e r s and self-propelled 
155mm guns at An Hoa. 

Robert 
By 

R. Cunningham, 
Chaplain 

CHU LAI-As Chaplain of the 
First Reconnaissance Battalion 
of the 1st Marine Division, it is 
my privilege to minister to an 
elite unit of U.S. fighting men in 
Vietnam. Thelr_ misslo~ - to 
penetrate hostile territory and by 
visual sightlngs con fir m the 
strength and actlvl.ty of enemy 
forces. The information gained 
often determines the ~xtent of 
future Marine operations. 

Recently I accompanied four 
Recon men in an aerial survey 

Little things mean a lot 
HM Joseph M. Dill applies ointment to the leg 0/ a 

Vietnamese baby during a search and destroy operation con­
dllcted several lIIiles northwest 0/ Chll La; by elemellls 0/ lst 
BIl., Fifth Marines. The corpsman found several opportunities 
10 gil'e the village,.s medical aill as his IInit moved through 
the cOllntryside. (Photo by PFC William A. Porter) 

of a proposed landing zone In an 
area where a North Vietnamese 
unit has been reported. Early on 
that afternoon, two helicopters 
noisily dropped down on the land­
ing pad adjacent to the Recon 
camp and we quickly scrambled 
aboard. 

The heios climbed in altitude 
and swiftly made their way 
across a patchwork of terrain­
varied-colored and designed rice 
paddies, 1 u s t e r 1 e s s rivers, 
meandering root-trails-on toward 
the cloud-covered mountains to 
the Southwest. Throughout the 
flight, the lieutenant in charge 
silently traced with his finger on 
the map, the general direction of 
s t rea m s, ridges, valleys and 
trails. 

When the desired coordinates 
on the map were reached, the 
craft began to circle a broad sec­
tion of mountainous area. Several 
open spaces were observed in the 
otherwise dense tropical growth 
and these were carefully con­
sidered and plotted on the map. 
To avoid publicizing ruture inten­
tions, the helicopters did not 
tarry in the specific area. Satis­
fied with the possible landing 
sites, the Lieutenant gave the 
signal to return and we quickly 
turned back. Once more at the 
landing pad, both officer and 
pilot conferred briefly and agreed 
on the landing zone to be used. 

Several hours later I met the 
platoon or eighteen men sched-, 
uled to carry out the particular 
recon patrol. The majority or 

I 

them were young lads, some quiE"t 
and somber, others jocular with 
the confidence of youth. Inter­
spersed among them were a few 
veterans silently smoking and 
lost in thought. The camouflaged 
faces they all had in common 
betrayed no sign of tension or 
feal'. 

As the moment of deJ)cuturc 
approaches, the Chaplain stand­
ing among his men qui c t I y 
speaks: "OK, let's gather around 
for a moment and listen up . " 
Then follows a verse of Scripture 
01' some thought given from 
memory. On this occasion tht' 
familiar words or the 23rd Psalm 
take on new meaning, " ... yea, 
though I walk through the vaileI' 
of the shadow of death I will fear 
no evil . . . " Following added 
words of assurance concerning 
the abiding presence of God, the 
group prays together ... "our 
Father, who art in h('avcn, hal­
lowed be Thy name . . . " 

Terrible team 
PFC Mike A. Mileham (lelt) and John W. Scarborough 

lire their machinegun at running VC during a search and 
destroy operation southwest 01 Da Nang. Both are members 0/ 
"M" Co., 3d Bn., Seventh Marines 

(Photo by Cpl. W. E. McDonald) 

Reward'program set 
for intelligence info 

An awards program for intelligence information has 
been established within the III MAF command since early 
October 1965. The results have been largely proportional 
to the effort and interest given it by local commanders. 
Several organizations have received information of signifi- . 
cant intelligence value from indigenous personnel through­
out their zones of action. 

Enemy weapons, supply caches I --- . -
and mines and booby traps have wards funds be earned by platoon 
been located and recovered. The ' leaders, by patrol leaders, by 
program, while limited to date, Marine .interpreters, and by other 
shows promise; and merits ex- ~esponslble personnel wh? come 
pansion. mto frequent contact WIth the 

A recent review of the III populace. 
MAF Rewards Program indicates It is anticipated that com· 
that past fiscal accounting pro- manders will vary r e war d 
cedures have been overly com· amounts to £it changing situa­
plicated; specifically, the neces- tions. Individual Marines who 
sity for signed receipts from in- possess rewards funds must eval· 
formants has been undesirable. uate the volunteered inrormation 
Additionally, present limitations and local circumstance before 
on the size of payments have making a judgement regarding 
been unduly restrictive. These de- ' size of reward, if any. In an ef­
fects have resulted in innexibility I fort to standard.ize the size. of 
and required excessive admini- awards to be paid, the followmg 
strative effort. thereby hamper- scale is offered as a guide. La­
ing the program. cations of mines and booby traps, 

The underlying principle of this 400 piasters; delivery or individu­
program is that any asset or rc- al weapons, 500 piasters; delivery 
source which will assist in locat- of crew served weapons, 1,000 
ing the enemy and his material piasters; and specific location or 
or which will reduce friendly Viet Cong personnel, sup ply 
casualtie~ (primarily rrom mines caches, installations, 500-2,000 pi­
and booby traps) must be vigor- asters. 
ously exploited. No maximum amount for an 

Reward funds will be utilizcd individual reward payment has 
to reward Vietnamese civilians been established. 
only. Rewards will not be paid The informants will no longer 
to U.S. personnel, Vietnamese be required to sign a receipt for 
government officials or agencies reward funds. However. units will 
nor to Vietnamese mil ita r y maintain a record listing the 
(ARVN), or paramilitary person- date, amount and for what pur· 
nel. Neither will rewards funds pose the payment was made. 
be utilized to establish agent net- Each Marine Division is cur-
works 01' similar apparatus. rently allocated 50.000 piasters 

The funds should be made per quarter. Other III MAF com­
available to the lowest echelon mands will normally receive re­
possible to insure maximum ef- ward funds as requested. 
fectiveness of the program. It is ---------
strongly recommended that reo SEA TIGER 3 



ANGLICO First Sergeant 

Earns jump 
"A FIrst Sergeant should do the things his men "While sUIl covered by my chute, I replied, 

do. My men do'- My men were jumpers and I 'I can't, I am holding church," he stated. 
wasn't." Upon making his fifth jump, the sergeant was 

ThIs was Ihe reasoning Ihal led a 50-year-old awarded his jump wings in Ihe drop zone_ AI Ihe 
Marine Reservist to volunteer to attend the Army Cormal graduation ceremonies he was named "Ex-
Airborne School al Fori Benning, Ga. ceptional" graduale for his class of 374 sludents. 

Firsl Sergeant Robert H. Helmmiller, of Miami's "Nol everyone Ihoughl I wouldn'l make ii," 
4th Air/Naval Gunfire Liaison Company (AN- recalled Heimmiller. "When I made my final 
GLlCO), USMCR, had already passed Ihe half- qualifying jump, Ihe school's commanding olfice. 
century mark when he volunteered for this two-week and sergeant major congratulated me in the 
asslgnmenl during annual Iralnlng duty. drop zone. As Ihey were leaving I heard the 

Many people, including his wife and children, sergeant major say. "Give me my dollar." 
thoughl him 10 be 100 old 10 do whal Is considered A check through Ihe school's records reveals 
a young man's job. that Heimmiller is not only the oldest Marine to 

"When I first found oul I was gOing 10 jump complele jump school, bul also Ihe oldest enlisled 
school. I started getting into physical condition," man to ever attend the course. 
said the Hollywood, Florida Inlerlor decorator. "This is one of Ihe besl schools I have ever 
fOI spent many hours, running, doing pushups, attended," he' said. '''Here they build up a person's 
sltups, pullups, deep knee bends and other physical confidence in himseU. 
exercises." . "I don't plan to quit jumping until the Marine 

Upon arriving at the school. Heimmiller, because Corps says I am too old. or I retire. Now that I 
of his age, was given a choice of Iraining wilh Ihe have made it Ihrough Ihe school, I am going 10 
senior staff officers or the enlisted men. jump as much as possible." 

He chose 10 stay with Ihe lunlor enlisted men and 
take their training, In Ibis group the pbyslcal Sergeant Heimmiller, who is 5' 9" tall and weighs 
..... d1l1onlng of a lumper Is stressed Irom Ibe f1rsl 150 pounds, is a sculplor, wood carver and 
ta Ihe lasl day 01 Ihe school, decorator. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree 

"There were many times when I felt I could go in History and Astronomy. 
no further," the first sergeant said. "The hardest The first sergeant came into contact with the 
part of the school was the swing trainer. But I Marine Corps while serving with the Sea bees during 
was going to show all those who said I couldn't do World War II, As a chief gunner's mate in a 
it, and stayed to go all the way. mine disposal unit, he saw action at Saipan, Tinian 

"On my nrst jump I was scared, but ready to and Guam. 
go," recalled the first sergeant. "I landed in a After the war he joined the Marine Corps Re· 
small pond of water and the canopy of my para- serve and was called to active service in October 
chute covered my bead. As soon as I landed, I 1950. When released in 1952, he joined Miami's 
said a brlel prayer of Ihanks which was inlerrupled 155mm Gun Ballalion, now designaled 41h AN­
by an Inslructor telling me 10 gel off Ihe drop GLICO. He was one of the company's original 14 
ZODe. , members. 

Fish coming up 
SSgt. James J, Biedrzycki blocks his ears as an explosive goes 0/1 in the Cau Do River 

south of Do Nang, He is head of the 3d Tank Bn, civic action team, which uses explosives to 
heiR IWrermen of Phong Bac hamlet witlt their catch, The fish a~ sold '" the local marlcet, with 
the proceeds going into a community development fund. (Photo by Cpl, N, B. CaU) 

''Rifleman has best joh, " says LCpl 
By Cpl, Daa Lubell 

PHU BAI-The besl job in Viel­
nam, as far as Lance Corporal 
Pete Rivera, 18, is concerned, is 
to be a rifleman in an infantry 
plaloon. 

Six months ago when he ar­
rived In country and joined "H" 
Company, 2nd Ballalion, Nlnlh 
Marines, the noon temperature 
was 120 degrees in the shade. His 
platoon was preparing for a 
sweep operation. Members of the 
squad questioned Rivera about 
Ihe stales and filled him in on 
Vietnam. 

His new squad leader made him 
a fireteam automatic rifleman 

.. SEA TIGER 

and Issued him his fighting gear. lense heal or back breaking load. 
Rivera already had his helmel, They assured him he soon would 

flack jackel, enlrenchlng 1001, gel used 10 it all. 
two canteens full of water, pack Six thousand yards is not a 
with three C·ration meals, rain great distance for an infantry 
poncho, and M-14 rifle with bayo- Marine 10 walk, but to Rivera it 
net. Now added to his load were seemed like 30 miles. 
four grenades. double ration of The sweep through the village 
ammunition (500 rounds), one was an easy one and when his 
anti-tank roc k e t, two pop-up squad leader asked him why he 
flares, one green smoke signal, was smiling through the firelight 
five pounds of C..4 plastic explo- Rivera answered, "It was a 
sive and one Claymore mine for chance to hit the deck and rest 
use in night defense. while firing at the Viet Congo It 

Rivera was ready to go. A lot of water has flowed 
When the word came to saddle through rice paddy dikes since 

up and move out, rifleman Rivera then. 
staggered along after his team. Hundreds of patrols. night am· 

He noticed other Marines did not bushes and outposts are just 
. seem 10 be bothered by Ihe In-. memories. 

st. John's (N.Y.) 65 Temp\(' 63 
Penn St. 67 Aml\' 57 
8<.:1·anton 104 Muhlt'nbedl' 82 
Colgatc- 67 L('hl~h 64 
Na\'Y 77 Virginia 75 
Dickinson 86 Haverford 61 
Penn 71 Dartmouth 47 
St. Bona. 91 Duquesne 69 
Pl'inCt'ton 66 Harvard 59 
Yalf' 71 Columbia 61 
Albanv St. (N.Y.) 95 COI'Uand 63 
COY'nelI 21 Bt'own 69 
Hofstr8 f09 Kings Point 89 
Wllkps 71 Juniata 69 
St. Michael's 74 Col b)' 55 
Upsala 66 I.afaYf'ttf' 65 
Albl'lght 73 Moravian 57 
MIT 100 COllllt Guard 63 
Connpcticut 109 Maine 65 
Boston Coil. 92 Holy Cross 74 
Southampton 104 Danbur\' flO 
Fordham 68 Pittsburgh 59 
Cht'ney 101 Stroudsburl!,' 66 
Rutgers 72 Bucknell 70 
Worcestf'r st. 79 NI<.:hols 74 
Montc1ah' at. 93 Bloomfif'ld 72 
Manhattan 88 S('tOIl Hall 73 
TI'enton St. 101 E. Baptist 70 
CCNY 74 F. Dickinson 67 
LeMoyne 79 Assumption 64 
Turts 66 Middlpbul'}' 53 
Suffolk 90 Clal'k (Mass.) 88 
Salem St. 116 Rhodt' Island 91 
AIlt'Jrhf'ny 68 GI'O\'f' Cit)· 63 
Bf'ntlpy 83 E. Nazarene 75 
LaSaIl(' 125 LO)'ola (La.) 80 
Niagara 80 Dayton 74 
Wa.gner 83 St. Francis (N.Y.) 71 
Gem'va 66 Carnf'gh' TpC'h 56 
Westminster (Pa.) 92 8t. Vincent 70 
Wash. &: Jeff. 86 Caae 67 
Mil1c-rsvl1lc- 112 Mansfield 79 
Rochpstel' 81 Union (N.Y.) 64 
Fulrrield 93 G{'or!{f'town (D.C.) 82 
Sy I'acu>lp 67 Ma!!sachuseUs 59 
Elizabp!.htown 101 t~banon Vallc-y 73 
BI'ldg{'port 83 Rider 66 
BOI:I!.on U. 81 Brandeis 66 
American tntl. 111 Norwich 82 
Springfield 62 Vf'rmont 59 
Wesleyan 75 Amherst 73 
Slonphill 96 Adelphi 8R 
Waynf' at. 73 Buffalo 69 
Canlslus 90 Loyola (Md.) 71 
American U. 73 Gettysburg 65 
Potsdam 78 Frt'donla 64 
Bryant 108 Babson Inst. 93 
New Paltz R7 Osw('go 78 
Mf'rl'imack 97 C.W. Post 71 
Niagara 80 Dayton 74 
Concord 95 A.·Broaddua 77 
Trinity (Conn.) 80 Willlama 76 
C{'ntral Conn. 82 Catholic 77 
WIllimantic 103 

Bl'ldg.::water 100 (Ovt., 
Hartford 77 Yeshiva 68 
Drew 81 N('wark St. 70 
Monmouth (N.J.) 89 Glassboro 65 
Jersey City 72 Nf'wark Eng. 58 
Bates 81 Worch('l!Iter Tecn 71 
Southerh Conn. 88 Queens 69 
Qulnniplac 97 N.Y. Tf'ch 80 

'ill ,; • 

SOUTH 
Wash. & Lf'e 67 N.C. WeslE"yan 54 
Troy St. 64 Springhill 40 
MUes 105 Albany (Ga.) 73 
Catawba 66 High Point 65 (Ovt.) 
WarrfOnsburg 85 MaryvUle St. 60 
Elizabeth City 79 Hampton Inst. 59 
NE La. 96 Nichol!,! St. 88 
JackBonville st. 130 Mlsa. ColI. 106 
Wm. Carey 112 Belhaven 98 

Miami (0.) &7 Xavil-r (0.) 49 
Mich. Tf'ch 9. MO(wht'ad 8t. 84 
Dl'tl'Oit 92 John Cal·roll 71 
Ind. St. Und.) 91 DePauw 80 
Wabash 81 Butlf'1' 71 
Kansas 6R Iowa St. 50 
Ohio Central 78 Indo Tech 60 
W('stf'rn Mich. 65 Kent St. 6. 
Loyola (Ill.) 91) Iowa 87 
Otterbpln 92 Heidelberg 73 
Bradley 103 Cn'ighton 85 
DpPaul 79 Marqut'tte 74 
Nf'braska 61 Kansas St. 69 
Drakf' M North T"xal5 75 
Indiana 82 Minnesota 8J 
Olly~t 101 Mich. Luth(>ran 99 
Northern Mich. 89 Duluth 62 
Eastern III. 92 Eastern Mich. 81 
C(>ntral Mich. 82 Ferris St. 63 
DI·trolt Blbl(> 96. Mldw@stem Bapt. 84 
Wisconsin (Mil.) 95 Northprn Ill. 79 
Valparaiso 71 Evansville 61 
N. Dakota St. 96 S. Dakota St. 74 
Rockhurst 80 WlIshington (Mo.) 69 
Missoul'i 60 Oklahoma St. 56 
C('ntral Mo. 85 NW Mo. 60 
Tarkio U C . .stockton 80 (Ovt.) 
Drury 78 WilHam .T f'well 60 
Southwestf'rn (Kan.) 70 Tabor 64 
SW Mo. 89 NE Mo. 69 
Washburn 66 Pittsburgh 8t. 52 
Ft. Hays 79 Emporia 8t. 76 
Bemidji 60 Minn. (MorriS) 67 
Concordia (Minn.) '13 G. Adolphus 71 
St. John's (Minn.) 86 

st. Mary's (Ill.) 72 
St. Thomas 82 MacAIE'lIIIter 67 
AugHburg 78 Hamline 66 
Concordia (Ill.) 95 Albion 82 
Ky. Wesleyan 107 WheatOn 62 
U. of Chicago 90 Grinnell 70 
North Central 90 Ill. (Chicago) 49 
AUrora 101 Ia. Wl'slC'yan 83 
Millikin 97 Augustana (Ill.) 77 
North Park 90 Carroll 83 
Lakf' Forf'st 69 Hope 65 
Illinois St. 88 Western III 82 
Lf'wiN 79 Kentu<.:ky St. 72 
Trinity 86 Northw('stern (la.) 68 
Olnpy 91 st. Louis Baptist 89 (3 O\'t.) 
Gr('envlllf' (Tl!.) 86 Ill. Coli. 79 
Rlv~r Falls 82 Stevens Point 80 
Stout 71 LaCrosse 69 
Eau Claire 90 Superior 70 
Platteville 91 Whitewater 75 
E"sngE'1 90 Park 70 
Grfleeland 65 Central Methodist 54 
Mo Valley 83 Westmlnister (Mo.) 84 
Calvary Bible 100 Omaha Bapt. 78 
St. Benedkt's 88 Omaha as 
Pershing 96 St. Mnry Plains 72 
Marian 111 Huntlngoon 74 
Earlhnm 106 Wllmhl.gton (0.) 61 
Rosf' Poly 8G IDackburn 72 
B.-Wnllaee 78 MnrletbJ 59 
Mr.nehester 90 Anderson '12-
Hnnovel' 90 Franklin 78 
Mount Union 83 Capital 80 
Ohio Northern 92 Bhtffton 85 . 
Akron 88 Wooster 68 
Findlay 97 St. Fruncis 76 
Springfield (Mo.) 89 Kirksville 69 
Bethel (Kan.) 94 SterHng 63 
Wittenberg 89 Musklngum 55 
Ind . CentrAl 103 Taylor 102 
Trl-Bt.97 Grace 90 (Oyt.) 
Oklahoma 71 Colorado 66 
SW Okla 59 Phillips 56 
Okla. Baptist 64 NE Okla. 57 
Central Okla. 95 Langston 68 
NW Okla. 86 Panhandle 69 
Okla. Christian 100 John Brown 95 

• • 
SOUTHWEST RoanokE' 61 Rand.·Macon 60 

Bridgewater' 89 Richmond Pro. 81 Rice 89 TeU 81 
B -Cookman 121 Allen U. 75 SMU 91 Texas Tech 75 
W.Ga. Coil. 89 Bryan 82 BaylOr 93 Texas A&M 65 
Mor('hou8e 72 Tusk('gee 69 Texas Weslern 61 Tullia 53 
East Tenn. 82 Tenn. Tech 75 Northern Ariz. 82 Westminster 60 
Norfolk Bt. 61 Virginia. St. 54 New Mexico 81 'Arlzona 50 
Lenoir Rhyne 77 Appalachian 68 Alcorn 71 Tex. Southern 66 
W.Va. Tech 71 W.Va. Wesleyan 62 Prairie View 91 Grambling 86 
Erskine 69 Pfeiffer 49 1 Tex. Wesleyan 61 St. Mary's (Tex.) 57 
H.·Sydnpy 83 Shepherd 69 E. Tex. Bn.ptlst 66 SW Texas 56 
Morehead 91 Eastern Ky. 75 Southern at 83 Hendrix 51 
G('orgetown (Ky.) 97 Belmont 88 Bishop 79' Texas Lutheran 76 
ppmbroke 83 Frf'derlck 81 McMurry 77 Sui Ross 57 
Wilmington 87 All. Christian 82 Sam Houston 93 Texas A&.l 68 
Barber Scotia 99 Paine 92 S.F. Austin 78 8W Texas 77 
S.C. St. 92 Ft. Valley 91 at. Thoml18 (Tex.) 78 LeTourneau 67 
Voorht'PH 109 Friendship 85 Howard Payne 69 East Texas 80 
West Carolina 83 Elon 69 Trinity (Tex.) 77 Arlington 7. 
Salem (W.Va.) 88 Glenville 85 Angelo St. 73 Wayland Baottllt 69 
Wheeling 71 Bethany (W.Va.) 66 Ark. St. 78 AbUene Chris. 70 
Lycoming 80 Wash. Call. (Md.) 62 Ouachita Baptillt 90 Ark. A&:M 77 
N . Carolina 85 Maryland 77 N.M. Highlands 123 Ft Lewis 91 
Florida 83 Vanderbilt 75 Albuquerque 106 Southern Colo. 71 
Western Ky. 95 Middle Tenn. 63 • • • 
M. Harvey 87 Fairmont at. '79 
Southern III. 79 Chattanooga 66 WEST 
Duke 81 West Vlndnla 75 Stanford 80 Air Force 65 
~~a 'frr'Y 91 ~ C Utah at. 111 Brlabam Youac 88 
Wofford 60 Presbyteri8.A 61 Wufyomlng V1 Arlaona St. 78 
Georgia Tech 102 Notre Dame 87 CLA fa Southern Cal. 35 (Ovt.) 
S C II 77 Wok F t 80 San Fran 73 Santa Harahan 62 

. aro oa e ores LorOI& (Cal.) 70 St. Mary'. (Cal., 615 Virginia Tech 89 Richmond 71 
St. Paul'. 99 FayeUevUle 88 ca:. Agglea 68 Saera'1!ento St 62 
Florida A&.M 96 Clark 81 Montana St. 70 Colo. 5t. 69 

•• S' 1 • (P ) 86 Goshen 109 Spring Arbor 99 
Davidson - .... De S a. Cal. Poly (Pomona) 69 Fresno St. 58 
Georgia 68 Alabama 60 Chico St. '9 Nevada 49 Samford 80 Mercer 78 u 
Clemson 80 N. Ca.rollna St. 80 California 78 Denver 88 
Mississippi 56 Tenn. 53 (Ovt. ) Portland St. 105 Linfield 97 

• WII 7. Whittier 89 Ocddental 85 
Jackson St. 11 ey San Diego U. 65 San Fern. Valley 56 
Florida St. 65 Memphis St. 51 Cascade (Ore.) 68 Nazerene (Ida.) 57 
Baptist 112 Rollins 79 Cal Poly (SLO' 97 Fullerton St. 77 Southern u. 95 Ark. AM&N 86 • 
Tenn. St. 69 Bcllarmin~ 60 Pacific (Ore.) 80 Whitman 78 (Ovt.) 
Kentuckr 105 LBU 84 Pacific 82 Pepperdlne 81 
Marshal 96 Toledo 81 Idaho 57 Oregon St. 58 
Bf'ckley 71 W. Virginia at. 67 Pac. Lutheran 58 Willamette 57 
Johns Hopkins 78 F. & Marshall 61 Eastern Ore. 110 Southern Ore. 96 

D I L Elkl 87 San Fron. St. 85 Humbolt 69 
:rUI!i!~~ 83 av s "'" Nynti 87 George Fox 75 Oregon Tech 61 
Loui~vill(' 65 Clnclnnatl 57 Cal. Lutheran 79 Cal. Western 77 ...... 
Ala. Coil. 74 Floren<.:e St. 63 Redlands 98 Cal. Tech 83 
Ath!!'ns 108 Li vi ngston St. 76 Whitworth (Wash.) 75 E. Wash 58 
D4:>lta at. 75 Ln. Coli. 71 
Knoxville 96 Fisk 84 

Hockey MIDWEST 
Standings 

Bowling G ref>n 82 Ohio t:. 79 XATJOXAL HOCKEY LEAGUE 

Ohio St. 90 Wi1lcon>lin 84 (O,·t.) 
Illinois 93 Northwe>ltern 83 Chicago 
Wichita St. 6:1 st. Louis 61

1 

~~'::tr~~rk 
Monmouth 78 Luwl'('nCf> 69 Toronto 
Mlchi~an R6 Pur01l1' 74 Dl'll'oit 
Lnkf'lanct 115 Eureka 93 BOl:lton 

W L T Pt.. GF GA 
27 11 7 61 165 110 
22 16 7 61 126 111 
20 18 6 46 118 108 
17 19 8 42 110 13. 
18 24 3 39 136 147 
12 2S 7 31 117 161 



Surprise visit 
PFC Charles A. Carson, Jr., MABS-JJ, MAG-JJ, reads 

a leller from his parents addressed to actor Glenn Ford (right). 
Carsou's parents asked the movie sta" a commander ill the 
U.S. Navy Reserve. to visit their SOil ill Vietnam. Ford was 
here to film a documentary for the U.s. Marine Corps. 

(Photo by SSgt. Bill Brown) 

Old, dying fisherman 
lives to smile again 

By Sgt. Mike McCusker ' 
CHU LAI-The old fisherman was dying. 
He lay on a straw mat in his tiny hut beside the An 

Tan River, unable to move. A huge infected 'swelling just 
above his right hip left him practically paralyzed; he could 
not straighten his leg. 

"I am dying," he told his family. "There is an Ameri­
can doctor in the village. He comes every day. Tell him 
that an elder is dying and needs his help." 

One 01 the old Vietnamese's -- -:--=--~-.----­
neighbors knew enough English changed dressings. 
to write a note to the doctor who Day-by·day the fisherman's 
treated the sick and injured in condition improved. Within a 
the village of Tich Tay. week he could sit up. Two weeks 

He found the doctor. Navy Lieu- after treatment began he knew 
tenant G.H. Saltzberg was work· he would not die and began mak· 
ing in the white-painted dispen- ing ready for the day when he 
sary villagers had built early last could fish again. 
year. 

Saltz berg is medical officer for 
the 9th Engineer Battalion, 1st 
Marine Division. Tich Tay is a 
small village near Chu Lai-it is 
the adopted village 01 the battal· 
ion's medical assistance program. 

The 27·year·old doctor read the 
note and asked, "How far away 
does he live?" 

"I will show you," the neighbor 
Said. 

Saltzberg's assistant N a v y 
Corpsman, R.W. Bishop picked 
up a litter. He and the- doctor 
followed the messenger along the 
thin path a mile upriver until 
they reached the small hut sur· 
rounded by nets strung on poles. 
Women and children sat just in­
side the hut out of the rain, mend­
ing some of the nets. 

. The old man lay in .the darkness 
and tried to smile when he saw 
the doctor. 

SaUzberg Ins p e ct e d . the 
abscess which had grown to the 
size of a football. The Vietnamese 
villager was taken to the lst 
Medical BattaUon at Chu Lal 
where the abscess was cut and 
dratnl'd. 

The fisherman still was not out 
of dangcr. He fl(.'cdcd hospitaliza­
tion and constant carc. 

Saitzbel'g and Bishop began a 
daily routine of "house calls". 
Thf.'Y administered antibiotics and 

With each visit, the doctor and 
his assistant were feasted with a 
"Vietnamese style" full-course 
dinner of fried rice, raw fish, 
duck eggs and assorted delicacies 
of all shapes and smells. 

The Navy medical team would 
fumble with inexperienced hands 
around chopsticks, fully aware 
that western stomachs were not 
accustomed to such a diet. They 
ate because courtesy demanded 
U of 'hem, and somehow each 
managed to keep Bmlling at their 
hosts who could offer no other 
expression of their gratitude. 

Sitting on his mat, looking at 
the gray rain-swollen river, the 
old risherman would occasionally 
glance at the two Americans mak­
ing a game attempt at eating with 
pleasure, and he would smile. 

It was u good life. 
-----

New 3/26 CO 
PHU BAI-Lieutenant Colonel 

Kurt K. Hoch assumed command 
of the 3rd Battalion, Twcnty-Sixth 
Regiment, 3rd Marine Division 
during cercmonies Jan. 17. 

The unit js, participating in 
Operation Chinook 20 miles north 
of here. 

Hoch relieved Lieutenant Colo­
nel Garland T. Beyerle who has 
been reassigned to Headquarters 
Battalion, 31"(1 Marine Division for 
duty. 

Statistics, results impressive 
at "A" Med. orthopedic clinic 

By GySgt_ Jack Butts 
PHU BAI-Medical case histories are of necessity dry, factual reports: 
Vo Tai Thorn; polio victim as a child, left arm useless; now 14-years old; four cor­

rective surgery operations to fuse shoulder, elbow and wrist joints. Nicknamed Harry 
by doctors and corpsmen. 

An 18-year-old Vietnamese girl known only as Cleopatra; polio of the left leg; 
was unable to walk without iurching from side to side; painful to walk; daily activity 
extremely limited; successful hip/fusion operation performed. 

For the boy, the series of op­
Cl'ations should make him into a 
more useful citizen. the girl is 
walking almost normally and 
without pain. 

These arc but two of many 
cases requiring corrective sur­
gery that have been aided by 
"A" Company, 3rd Medical Bat­
talion during the past few months. 

The statistics arc impress ive 
(more than 150 Vit!1namese pa­
tients have been to orthopedic 
sick call the past three months), 
Results are even more impres­
sive because treatment of wound­
ed and injured Marines and 
Navymen arc the prime consider­
ations at the field hospital. 

Headed by Commander Guy 
Townsend, the orthopedic clinic's 
constantly ex pan din g facili­
ties are carrying: a huge work 
load. Townsend and his assistants 
have performed more than 40 op­
erations on Vietnamese civilians 
since August 1966, 

With the arrival of the 3rd 
Medical Bn. headquarters from 
Da Nang, size of the hospital In­
creased this month. Already I new 
operating rooms are under con­
struction and will bf" In usc in 
the near future. 

The result will be Increased 
service to the Marines and quick· 
cr operative service for the Viet­
namese. 

Lieutenant Commander John S. 
Romine, a recent arrival at Phu 
Bai from Da Nang, who has re­
paired club feet, bone fusion and 
skin grafts, said the work "is re­
warding". "But", he adds, "it 
lacks the complete satisfaction 

Armorer 
DA NANG-Marine Stall Ser· 

geant Calvin Jackson bets his life 
on the proficiency of his work ai­
.most every day. 

As chief armorer and an aerial 
gunner for Marine Medium Heli­
copter Squadron-l64, he has the 
responsibility of k e e pin g the 
squadron's weapons in firing con­
dition. 

Firearms used by the Marine 
Aircraft Group-16 squadron in­
clude .50 caliber and M·60 rna· 
chine guns, ,45 c a lib e r sub­
machine guns, .38 and .45 caliber 
pistols, and M-14 rifles. 

All the armorers fly as aerial 
gunners on the squadron's CH-
46A "Sea Knight" helicopters. 
They are as dependent upon their 
machine guns for protection in 
the air as the weapons arc de· 
pendent upon them for mainte­
nance on the ground. 

Jackson has considerable re­
spect for the .50 caliber machine 
guns carried on most of HMM-
164's aircralt. He calls the gun 
"old chug chug." 

"A n y bod Y who doesn't quit 
shooting when that big ,50 starts 
firing is out of his mind," he 
says. 

His confidence proved well 
founded on a recent flight. Six 
"Sea Knights" were approaching 
a landing zone. Jackson looked 
out the window of his chopper 
and saw Viet Cong tracers f('ach­
ing for the lead aircraft. 

Bringing "old chug chug" into 
action, he fired three long bursts. 
The enemy gunner was sileneed 
and the planes landed safely. 

Jackson likes his job so well 
that he has just extended his tour 
with the First Mar-int· Aircr<lft 
Wing in Vietnam for unotht'I' six 
months. 

which would result if the attend­
ing surgeon could follow the cast' 
through to a conclusion. 

"Most of us are gone by the 
time a lengthy convalescl'nce Is 
completed," he said. "We do 
however get the word from the 
next doctor attending as to the 
final disposition of the patient." 

Romine said morc severe un­
treated abnormaities are found in 
Vietnam, than in the U.S. 

"Many are the result of polio 
th(' people didn't even know they 
had. They (the people) believe 
dozens of other things cause these 
afflictions," he said. 

Patients arc of all agc groups, 
from all areas of the 1 Corps. 

They're referred !)y Medical 
Civic Action teams and Army ad­
visors, or come of own accord 
after seeing results of work done 
on others in their village or ham-

let. 
Whatevl'1" lht' rei:isons treatment 

sometimt's results in dramatic 
changes in personalities. 

Children who arc normally 
withdrawn because of a previous 
deformity, leave the hospital 
ready to take their place among 
schoolmates and friends. Outlooks 
of former patients under.go a 
uniform change for the better. 

Cases have been recorded of 
Viet Cong fathers turning In 
wealJOns after successful surgery 
on their children; of entire vII· 
lages swinging away from VC In· 
fluence because of treatment vil· 
lagers receive at the field hos­
pitals. 

It will probably continue to 
happen as more and more "Har­
ry's" and "Cleopatra's" return to 
their villages with a new lease on 
life following treatment. 

New Seventh Marines CO 
Col. Charles C. Crossfield (left) addresses Iris troops after 

assuming command of the Seventh Marines from Col. Lawrence 
F. Snoddy, Jr. (right). Snoddy has been assigned duties as G-3 
1II MAF. 

Phu Bai mortar attack 
claims two Sea bees ' 

The Viet Cong mortar attack that pelted the Phu 
Bai military enclave with almost 60 rounds Jan. 20 claimed 
two Seabee lives and injured 17 others at Camp Campbell, 
the portion of the enclave that is occupied by U.S. Naval. 
Mobile Construction Battalion SIXTY-TWO (MCB-62). 

Three of the mortar rounds exploded harmlessly in 
open areas of the MCB-62 camp, but two others ripped into 
huts where sleeping construction I . . 
men lay The attack took place small umt of VIet Cong from the 
at 1: 45 ~.m, vicinity of a friendly village south 

Dead are Third Class Equip- of the enclave, 
ment Operator Francis E. Cam- The location of the mortar posi­
den Jr. and Construction Mecha- tion was identified, but due to 
nic Constructionman Mertin E, the dense civilian population of 
Boon. the village, Marine artillery was 

Five wounded men were air- unable to return fire. 
lifted to the USS Repose, a hospi- Holicopter gunsbips, Wf.J'ft air­
tal ship at Saigon. Three seriously borne almost immediately after 
wounded men are still at the Mao. tht:' enemy fire lifted. Along with 
rine Corps' Field Hospital at Phu increased Marine patrolling they 
Bai, waiting to be evacuated. The sl'arched the suspected area until 
remainder of the men have been dawn, but could not locate thc 
returned to duty or are still re- V.C , 
cupcrating at the hospital. --- -~-----
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Big guns at Cam Lo 
Olle of the Army's 175mm guns stands in mute testimony to the importance of the pad 

and gun emplacement construction underway at Cam Lo by MCB-FlVE's Dong Ha Detachment. 
The Seabee construction should make the tremendolls power of the big guns even more effective. 

(OFFICIAL SEABEE PHOTOGRAPH) 

3rdMarDiv Provost Marshal Office 
made up of diplomats, law enforcers 

By GySgt Jack Butts 
PHU BAI-It hardly caused a ripple of excitement when a blonde-haired, blue-eyed, 

six-year-old boy walked into military police headquarters here. When the lad an­
nounced that he had hitch-hiked from Hue and was looking for his daddy-that caused 
some raised eyebrows. 

The youngster's father, an American construction worker for RMK-BMJ, was lo­
cated with the Navy's construction battalion, and reunited with his errant son. A fast 
trip by military police jeep and the boy was home again with his mother. 

Then there was a young lady. 
She'd arrived at Phu Bai air­
field and wanted to get to Hue. 
The field worker with a branch 
of the U.S. Agency for Inter­
national Development (USAID), 
had been on the go four days 
during the height of the monsoon 
season. 

She was wet, cold, tired and 
hungry. Several hours later, after 
drying out. eating, and taking a 
short nap courtesy of the MP's, 

. she also was transported to her 
final destination. 

While these happenings arc 
slightly out of the ordinary, they 
are representative of the activity 
occurring almost daily at the 3d 
Marine Division's provost mar­
shal's office; an office that func­
tions much like a metropolitan po­
lice station in thc United States. 

It's a combined missing per· 
sons, criminal investigation, traf­
fic violation, public affairs, and 
civic action bureau. It also is a 
clearing house for hundreds of 
Vietnamese civilians employed in 
the 3rd Division's area of re­
sponsibility. 

officials. headquarters at Da Nang_ 
Working with the MP company lone of the biggest problems of 

are 14 national policemen, four the investigation department is 
QC's (the equivalent of our Mili- I traffic accidents. 
itary Policemen) and three na- Viet Cong and North Vietnam­
tional policewomen. These lady ese' prisoners captured in the Phu 
officers arc used spccifically to Bai or Dong Ha operational areas 
handle cases involving members also add to the workload of the 
of the fair sex. company. A detention ward is 

Vietnamese policemen s tan d available so interrogation teams 
puty at checkpoints with Marines can question prisoners be for e 
to check buscs: private autos, sending them along the chain to 
pedestrians. While doing this, higher authority and their evcn­
they pa~s out psychological war- tual destination - with MP es-
fare pamphlets. carts. 

And like the big city police 
In addition to working closely departments, the job is fraught 

.with Vietnamese ofricJals, the with its share of danger-land 
MPs provide convoy escorts and 
protection for visiting dignitaries. mines on roads, snipers and VC 
More than 40 per c e n t of the attacks. 
major road networks within the During emergencies such as a 
12S.mile stretch between t b e recent Viet Cong mortar attack 
southern edge of the 3d Division on the Phu Bal area, the MPs 
area of reSI)OnsibJlity and Camp directed t r a f ric and assisted 
Carroll, just a few miles south medical I)CrSonnel in attending 
of the demilitarized zone, are the wounded until the danger 
patrolled. To do this, the unit subsisted. 
has a platoon at Dong lIa and Their work is summcd up sim­
two at Phu Rai. Another platoon ply by their commander, "we try 
is at III Marine Anlllhibious Force to be just plain helpful to people." 

Short Rountls 
Band tour 

CIIU LA! - The 1st Marine 
Division band concluded a (our­
day concert tour of 1st Marinc 
Division units in the Chu Lai a1'i'3 
Jan. 22. 

With the band were Warrant 
Officer Eugene W. Elfes, Band 
Officer, Master Gunnery Sergeant 
Charles Busch, assistant band 
leader. and Gunnery Sergeant 
James Bilek, drum mCljor. 

During their performances thc 
31-piece band played a combina­
tion of concert music, dance 
band, concert band music, and 
show tunes. 

Included in thc reportoirc were 
the march music of Morton 
Gould; "The Sound of Music," 
by Rogers and lJammerstein, and 
an AI Hirt medley of "Java," 
"Cotton Candy," and "s u gar 
Lips" featuring Lance Corporal 
Jerry S. Bowel's on the trumpet. 

Dance band nurn bel'S included 
"Bye Bye Blues," "After You've 
Gone," and featured Corporal 
Ronald R. Morgele and his ver­
sion of "Chapter and Verse" on 
the drums. 

Show tunes included Henry 
Mancini's "Pink Panther" and 
"Mr. Lucky." 

Brass and woodwinds comple­
mented each other in perfect 
harmony as John Philip Sousa's 
"Semper Fidelis" marked the 
conclusion of the concert. 

During their tour the band also 
provided music for a change of 
command ceremony at Seventh 
Marine Regiment headquarters 
and for a ground breaking cere­
mony in the village of Binh 
Thang. 

USA vs USMC 
DA NANG - T~e 1st Marine 

Aircraft Wing basketball team 
downed a stubborn 1st Logistical 
Command 'Army team Jan. 21 at 
the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing 
Headquarters court, 73·71. 

Featuring 3 fast break and vir­
tually complete backboard con­
trol, the Leathernecks, led by Ed 
"Big L" Eillis' 20 points, walked 
off the court at the end of thc 
first half leading 39-30. 

Army failed to get on the 
scoreboard for the first 10 min­
utes of the second half. At this 
point they seemed to catch their 
second wind and played the Ma­
rines on better than even terms. 

With the home team leading 
71-65, Marine coach, Major Floyd 
L. Harding, made a complete 
line-up change but the soldiers 
continued to whittle away at the 
lead until, with but 46 seconds 
remaining, they moved to within 
two points of the leaders. 

Division band was on hand. 
Captain DOl'lSey addressed the 

villagers gathered to wit n c s s 
the ceremony. His remarks were 
translated by Corporal Garrett. 

The captain then formally pre­
sented the first bag of cement to 
Le Can, assistant village chief. 

The ceremonies were conclud­
ed with an addrcss by Lieutenant 
Colonel Russell E. Johnson, Ex­
ecutive Officer, Seventh Marines. 

ROK Marines 
CHU LAI-U.S. Marine helicop­

ters came to the aid of Republic 
of Korea Marines during the 
sixth day of an operation and 
have been cited by the Koreans 
as being responsible for turning 
the tide of battle. 

The operation, which concluded 
recently. was conducted by the 
2nd ROK (Blue Dragon) Marine 
Brigade in their al'ea of respon­
sibility south of Chu Lai. 

During the evening oC the sixth 
day Korean Marines from the 
9th Company, 3rd Battalion, Blue 
Dragon Brigade, were engaged 
in battle with an unknown num­
ber of Vict Congo They called 
on U.S. Marine helicopters from 
HMM 262, Marine Aircraft Group 
36, for help. The pilots responded, 
flying through heavy rain and a 
late afternoon darkness which 
limited their visibility to a few 
meters. 

By the time darkness had set 
in the Marine helicopter pilots 
had made three strafing runs 
against the VC positions. 

Because of their heroism and 
determination the pilot. co-pilot 
and crew of one of the helicopters 
have bcen cited by th~ Bluc 
Dragon Brigade. They are: Cap~ 
tain Wayne A. Julian; Captain 
Jerry Piatt; Lance Corporal 
Robert T. McGettigan, c l' e w 
chief; and waist gunners Lance 
Corporal Don C. Bonner, Jr .. , and 
Corporal Homer R. Belche, Jr. 

Rescue 
DA NANG - Captain Billy R. 

Massey of Marine Medium Heli­
copter Squadron-165, braved ene­
my infested territory to rescue 
a fellow Marine pilot. 

While hcli-lifting supplies over 
An Hoa on a resupply mission, 
the Marine Aircraft Gl'oup-36 
copter pilot received an emer­
gency radio message. 

A Marine A4 "Skyhawk," pilot­
ed by Captain William Scheuren 
of Marine Attack Squadron-211, 
Marine Aircraft Group-12, was on 
fire and going down east of An 
Hoa. As far as the Vietnamese peo­

ple are concerned, it is the hub 
of activity in the Phu Bai area. 
According to Major J.H. Olds, 
division pro v 0 s t marshal and 
commander of Military Police 
Company, the people feel that 
anything can be accomplished by 
coming to police authorities. 

1j These last seconds were action 
filled with both teams having 
scoring opportunities but neither 
one could find the basket and the 
final whistle sounded Army's loss. 

"By a stroke of luck I happened 
to be On the same radio frequency 
and made contact with the A4 
pilot. I was closing on him as he 
parachuted into enemy territory 
two miles east of An Hoa," Mas­
sey said. 

"We seem to get in the middle 
of everything because of the situ­
ation," said the major. "Every­
thing from rounding up lost dogs 
to criminal suspects falls to our 
unit. " 

Bccause of this the MP's are 
a large part of the American 
civic action program in Vietnam. 
More than 5,000 pcople a day 
pass through the various gates 
and checkpoints. In each case, 
Marine MP and Vietnamese na­
tional policemen are on hand to 
check their credentials and as­
sist. This makes the individual 
MP an ambassador of good will 
because of the amount of daily 
contact with our allies. 

At a meeting of the National 
Police Association in Saigon, Phu 
Bat was cited as being one of the 
most advanced in the field of co­
operation between Vietnamese 
and American law enforcement 
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Sorting the catch 
Marines of tile 3d Tank Bn., advised by Vietnamese 

YOlingsters, sort the day's catch of fish near the Cali Do River 
sOlith of Da Nang. Sorting the fish are SSgt. James J. Biedrzy­
cki (left), alld Sgt. Enos S. Lambert, Jr., members of the 
battalioll civil affairs team. 

2/7 proiect 
CHU LAI - A ground breaking 

ceremony in the village of Sinh 
Thang, Sinh Son District Jan. 20, 
marked the beginning of the com­
pletion of another joint civic ac­
tion project betwecn local villag­
ers and Marines of the 2d Bat­
talion, Seventh Murines. 

Several weeks ago the office 
of the village chief was blown up 
by the Viet Congo The chief, Le 
Van Xuang, appealed to Captain 
James ,J. Dorsey, battalion civil 
affairs and psychological opera­
tions officer, for help in building 
a new office. 

A new site was selected. It was 
cleared by members of Mobile 
Construction Battalion 8. 

While the village chief and 
Lance Corporal David E. Garrett, 
of the battalion S-S office drew 
up plans for the new building the 
villagers salvaged and cleaned 
bricks not destroyed in the sabo­
tage of the old office. 

On the day of the ground break­
ing ceremony the 1st Mar i n I;! 

Alerting his gun crew, the 
Texas Marine landed near the 
VMA-211 pilot and lifted him 
from the area. 

Medcap 
DONG HA-Seventysevcn Viet­

namese men, women and chil­
dren received medical attention 
Jan. 18, when a MEDCAP (medi­
cal civil affairs program) team 
from "F" Company, Third 
Marine Regiment, held "sick 
call" during a company sweep 
two miles from Cam Lo. 

Joining "F" Co. Marines for 
the sweep was an 80-man com­
pany of Vietnamese Regional 
Force and Popular Force troops. 
The Vietnamese soldiers were 
dispersed among the M a I' i n e 
squads. 

The Navy MEDCAP team, led 
by Hospitalman Second Class 
Dwight R. Morgan. and Hospital­
man Robert E. Hunter, treated 
the 77 villagers during the sick 
call [or colds, scores, rashes 
stomach aches and headaches. 
burns, stomach achE'S and head­
aches. 



Sea Tiger Spotlight on: 

Pacific Air Force Jungle Survival School 
By GySgt. C.V. Stallings 

DA NANG-The lush jungles of Southeast Asia blanket some of 
the most formidable terrain in the world. Many forms of death lurk 
beneath dense green canopies, but man can also find the means to 
survive in this dark world, provided he knows where to look and 
what to do. 

Pilots and ail'cl'cwmen from the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, along 
with personnel from other branches of the service who have been, or 
soon will be, flying over Vietnam, are learning "the facts of life" at 
the Pacific Ail' Force (PACAF) Jungle Survival School, conducted at 
Clark Air Force Base in the Republic of the Philippines. 

The four and a half day school, staffed by 20 Air Force instructors, 
all specialists in survival, begins with a day of classroom lectures, 
then mOVCl) ninc miles north to a dense mountain jungle area. There, 
for the next three and a half days, the students leam and pJ'actice 
methods of survival in a totally new environment. 

Students at the PACAF school soon realize that the word 
"survival" has a broader meaning than the procurement of food, 
water, and shelter. They find that it also encompasses such subjects 
as a safe descent from a tree·snarled parachute, first aid, a working 
knowledge of signalling devices and methods, detection of booby traps, 
and escape and evasion techniques. 

Throughout the field 'portion of the course, students learn how and 
where to prel)are shelters, utilizing bamboo, banana leaves, "Ines, 
and whatever else is available. They also arc taught which types of 
plants contain drinkable water. Many of the men are amazed to rind 
that as much as several gallons of clear, sweet water can be ta)llled 
from one particular tree in the space of a single night. 

During their stay in the jungle, the students actually live off the 
land. Part of their diet is made up of jungle plants they find and 
prepare themselves. They are taught to distinguish betwecn edible 
and poisonous species, as well as different ways the junglc food can 
be cooked and even seasoned. They also learn methods of trapping 
birds and small animals. 

On hand to offer advice and assistance arc Negrito tribesmen, 
who work with the instructors. The Negritos, expert trackers and 
hunters, are literally at home in the jungle, and are equally proficient 
at snaring a bird or starting a fire by friction, using pieces of bamboo. 

The Negritos also play an important part in the final escape and 
evasion part of the course. During the evening of the last day in the 
field, they attempt to hunt down the evading students, who have been 
divided into teams and given a two·hour head start in three square 
miles of dense jungle area. For each student they are able to find, 
the Negritos receive a pound of r ice from the school. Their large 
families ar·e said to be well fed. 

The escape and evasion problem is secured at daylight, when the 
students signal helicopters circling the area, and are winched aboard 
in a rescue sling. 

The:! cntire PACAF survival course is slanted toward conditions 
found in Vietnam. To ensure that their information is up to date, 

. instructors from thc school are periodically sent to> Vietnam, where 
they spend a month at a time gathering first·hand information from 
various units. 

Though conducted in rugged terrain, the PACAF Jungle Survival 
School is not considered to be a rugged course. According to the 
school's commandant, Major Fred Ewing, it is not designed to be. 

"We reaUze that many of the pilots and crew members attending 
OUf course could be flying combat mission within 48 hours arter they 
leave here," said the major. "We don't want to tear them down 
physically or mentally. We don't try to browbeat, humiliate or l)Ush 
a man. We try to teach him." 

Evidence that Ewing's philosophy is working are letters of thanks 
from former students who have "punched·out" over the jungles of 
Vietnam and survived to fly again. 

BAMBOO TEAPOT-Maj. John A. Reese Jr., pOllrs hal 
water into his canteen cup from one of nature's teapots, a 
seclion of gree" ba.mboo healed over a fire slarted by friction, 
ulilizing pieces of dry bamboo. 

"RAZOR SHARP"-were the words IIsed by Marine Maj. Mel H. Sautter, to describe this 
Negrilo tribesman's bolo knife. Negrilos, who live in the rugged jungle area where the field por­
tion at the school is held, serve as assistant instructors and aggressors during the escape and 
evasion pari of Ihe course. (Photo by CySgt. C. V. Stallings) 

WATER FROM THE VINE-Maj. Mel H. Salllter, FMF(AW)-232, MAC-lI quenches his 
thirSI from a waler vine during the field portion of the PACAF Jungle Survival School. 

(Photo by CySgt. C. V. Stallings) 

Visiting in a Vietnamese home 
Visits among family and friends 

are an important part of Tet, the 
Vietnamese New Year, which 
will be 9-12 February this year. 

Americans should accept in· 
vitations to visit in Vietnamese 
homes whenevcr possible, for this 
will add to their appreciation and 
understanding of Vietnamese life. 

Some aspects of such visits can 
be unfamiliar to the visitor, of 
the New Year. He is believed to 
influence the family's fortunes 
for the rest of the year. This 
visitor often is carefully selected 
to insure a prosperous future. 

Americans, even if invited for 
the first or "Head" day of the 
year, should make their visits in 
the afternoon. 

Tet is a very special time; all 
Vietnamese want to begin the 

New Year with new clothes. 
Americans s h 0 u I d, therefore, 
dress their best, coat and tic 
preferred. 

Vietnamese etiquette requires 
that a guest greet tlie honored 
ancestors of the family before 
greeting his living hosts. 

The guest :)hould face the 
family altar, place his palms 
together in front of his chest, and 
incline his head three to five 
times ina restrained, respectful 
bow. 

Then he may greet his living 
hosts, who will be impressed with 
his good manners. 

Many Vietnamese women are 
not accustomed to shaking hands. 
so a man should wait until his 
hostess volunteers such a greet· 
ing. 

A guest may expect to be of­
fered food and drink, probably 
rice cake or other delicacies and 
tea. These should be accepted as 
it would be rude to refuse. 

Here is a "must" for a suc­
cessful visit. Remember that the 
Vietnamese value harmony and 
avoid controversy more than ever 
at Tet. Any subject which might 
cause friction must be aVOided, 
especially politics and religion. 

Appreciation of Tet depends on 
understanding the customs, tradi­
tions and ceremonies. Respect 
for the beliefs of others is fun­
damental to all democratic peo· 
pies. We can illustrate this by 
showing the proper spirit at Tet. 
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Working together 
Pitching in to build a Hew public school at Hoa Long 

are (left to right with shol'els) Nguyell Phalli Kim HOllll, a 
schoolteacher; and L Cpl. ROil A. Miller, MAG-J6 . The 
project is headed by 2dLt. ClulI'ies P. Barker alld is scheduled 
10 be completed this mOllth. It 1I'i11 be the largest school all 
the Marble MOl/lltain arell. 

Recon team pulled 
out of trouble spot 

By: CI)I Bob Pitner 
DA NANG - When a Marine 

reconnaissance team ran into 
trouble on the afternoon of Janua­
ry 25, pilots and crews of Ma­
l' i n e Medium Helicopter Squad-
1'on-265 went into action. 

At 1: 30 p.m., the squadron 
learned that two of the recon 
men had been wounded in fight­
ing with a numerically superior 
Viet Cong force approximately l4 

Civic action 
volunteer 

DA NANG - Miss Phan Thi 
Thuong is a tiny woman with a 
big job. 

An employee of the Marine Air­
craft Group-16 Industrial Rela· 
tions Office, she rccently added 
her 90 pounds of energy to the 
MAG-16 civic action program. 

A college- graduate who hoprs 
to become a nurse, Miss Thuong 
spends long hours each week, as­
sisting MAG-H) corpsmen as they 
make their rounds of ncarby ham· 
lets. She all'jo acts as interpreter 
when needed. 

She first volunteered to hdp 
the Marines in their projects 
when she noticed that many Viet­
namese villagers were frightened 
of the medical instruments used 
by corpsmen treating them. 

"I decided that I could explain 
to the villagers that the instru­
ments which look so frightening 
are reatly quite harmless," she 
said. "Some villagcrs had never 
before seen such instruments as 
a stethoscope." 

When her fl'kncUy explanations 
sometimes fail to win over the 
confidence of an ailing villager, 
Miss Thuong draws herself up to 
her full five feet and l'endcl's a 
blast of merCifully uninterpreted 
Vietnamese. 

"It's for their own good." she 
smiles, "and I'm just the one to 
see to it." 
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miles southwest of Da Nang. A 
CIl-46A "Sea Knight" helicopter 
was dispatched to evacuate the 
casualties. 

Arrt.ving over the reeon team's 
hill-top position, Captain Wayne 
A. Vecchitto, was unable to land 
his chopper because of the dense 
jungle. Attempts to lower a res­
cue cable were foiled by trees 
reaching more than 100 feet into 
the air. 

He flew back to base for more 
fuel and a longer cable and re­
turned to find that the Marines 
had moved into a bomb crater in 
a slightly more open area. 

While UH-IE "Huey" gunships 
hovered protectively overhead, 
VecchiHo maneuvered his air­
craft down through an opening 
only slightly larger than the plane 
itself. He finally reached a posi­
tion with tree limbs extending 
within inches of his spinning 
rotor blades. 

He held the chopper sta tionary 
for 45 minutes while his crew 
chief, Sergeant Elmer Durbin, 
threaded the rescue hoist down 
through the thick foliage. When 
both wounded men had been lift­
ed into the plane, Vecchitto 
worked his way out of the pocket 
and sped to a medical facility at 
Da Nang. 

Durbin, a veteran of 700 flight 
hours in the "Sea K n i g h t," 
praised his pilot's performe:lflt.:e 
as, " the best piece of flyin,l.{ I 
have ever seen." 

Yet, the day was far from over 
for both ail' and ground Marines. 
The recon team evaded thl' large 
enemy force until after dark when 
they reached a suitable landing 
zone and radioed for mort' chop­
pers to pick them up. 

Two mor(> Marine i\ircl'aft 
Group-lS "Sea Knights." piloted 
by Major Charles Pittman and 
Captain Gerold Doolt'y flew in 
for the I C'xtraction. 

The aircraft went in one at a 
time, guided by blinking survival 
lights w h i I e the ever-present 
"Hucys" supprC'ssed enemy firc 
from a nf'ighboring redgC'linl'. 
When the\' left. all 15 Marilll's 
had been 'safely ('vacuatl'd. 

Marines put sparkle back 
into eyes of refugee girl 

By SSgt. Ed Grantham 
PHU BAI-She weighs in at 39 pounds, stands less than Lhree feet tall and is five 

years old. Her mOon· round face holds two beautiful a lmond eyes that have seen more 
than eyes that pretty should have. 

Her clothes were in tatters, and small hands reached ouL forming tiny cups as they 
received a handful of half-cooked rice. Her name was unkown and lost among the hun­
dreds of other similar children at the Phon,g Dien refugee center. 

She had walked more than 20 miles through Viet Cong controlled land balancing a 
bar slung low over her shoulders. 
The bar held two woven bamboo 
baskt'ts containing sweet potato 
leaves on one side and a few cook­
ing pots on the other. 

It was her first trip outside th(' 
tiny hamlet that she called hom" 
on the edge of tht' mountains 
skil'tin~ the wt'StCI'I1 edge of Phong 
Dien province. It also was her 
first time to see light skinned, 
ta\( American soldiers. She wus 
naturally awed and more thuri 
a little scarcd. 

With her, on the trip from home, 
came an aged grandmother, a 
crippled brother and several other 
residents of their hamlet. They 
were fleeing the Viet Cong, who 
days bcfort! had entered their 
small group of thatched huts and 
demandt!d food and shelter. 

This was not new to the hamlet 
residents, for the Viet Cong made 
many Stich demands from them 
in the past. They knew no force 
other than the Congo Then came 
the word that U.S. Marines were 
waiting to take them to safety. 

That was almost ten days ago. 
Now she chats with other childrcn 
and helps prepare the evening 
meal of rice over a community 
fire. 

She wears a new dress and 
sports her nrst school book which 
is never laid down even for the 
cooking duties. lIer weight has 
changed and she even looks tall­
er. The almond eyes no longer 
have that scared look of a person 
tcn times her age. They sparkle 
as a little girl 's eyes should. 

Marines who see the five-year­
old girl know the feeling of ac· 
complishment. They have driven 

Patrol . .. 
(Continued From Page 1) 

was left in place of the captured 
equipment and the Mar i n e s 
moved down the trail in search 
of other Viet Congo 

Thirty minutes later 20 more 
VC met face to face with the 
patrol. The enemy column broke 
and ran as their point dropped 
from a burst of M-14 fire. 

During the ensuing running gun 
battle the Marines killed five 
more VC. 

thl' Viet Cong from the populated I brought security and a chance fol' 
lowlands back into the hills. a better future to the people of 

Equally important, tiwy have Phong Dien. 

Taste it ... it's good 
Brave bUI doubtful, Ihis Vietnamese boy closes his eyes 

liS Lt. Caelane T. Villi spoons oul vilamins during (I Counly 
Fldr hI Ben Dim hamlet, southwest of Da Nang. 

(Photo by LCpl. J. E. Russell) 

Pied Piper of Chu Lai 
cnu LA! - A Navy corpsman 

who hit thc beaches of Sicily, 
S a I ern 0, Normandy, Southern 
France and 0 kin a w a during 
World War II is now tending to 
the medical needs of Marines of 
the Seventh Marine Regiment, 
1st Marine Division here. 

Like most corpsman, HMCS 
Seth Foster, USN, is referred to 
as "Doc." And being a respon­
sible individual he takes his work 
seriously. When not at the dis­
pensary "Doc" Foster may be 
seen making his rounds with an 
aerosol dispenser strapped to his 
back, destroying mosquito breed­
ing grounds and in general keep-

ing the nuisance insect level at 
a minimum. 

Another phasc of arca sanita­
tion is rodent control. Since his 
arrival in Vietnam, Chief Foster 
has eli min ate d almost 500 
rodents. 

"They carry typhus, plague and 
rabies." the chid said . He also 
explained that while all service­
men are immunized there was al­
ways the remote possibility that 
an individual may have missed 
his immunization or might not 
have built up an immunity. 
Hence the added precaution and 
extra effort. 

Big brother of chopper 
The newest of the Marine Corps' helicopter jll/nil)', the CH53A . is now being lIsed here. 

The largest ant! felstest prodllctioll helicopter ill tlte free l\-'orld, it is capable of carrying more 
Ihall fOllr tons of cargo and crllise more tlU/1I 170 miles per hOllr. 



Round on the Way 
Members of "E" Bat/ery, 2d Bn., Eleventh Marine Re­

giment fire a mission in support of J st Division Marines near 
An Hoa, 30 miles southwest of Da Nang. The battery fires 
day and night to back up Leathernecks of the 2d Bn., Fifth 
Marines. (Photo by LCpl. J. E. Russell) 

'B' CO., 3d MT Bn. 

NOI tiger in the'tank; 
iust enviable record 

By SSg!. Ed Grantham exceeded those in logistical sup· 
PHU BAI-"B" Company. 3rd port. 

Motor Transport Battalion, 3rd The convoys from Phu Bai to 
Marine Division doesn't have a Operation "Chinook" are formed 
tiger in its tank, but its record at a staging area near the com­
could well be the envy of a large pany compound. Drivers are 
commercial trucking firm. briefed shortly before departing 

During December, "B" Co. and each. mile of the, road is 
drove more than 36,000 miles marked wlth check pomts. 
delivering more than one quarter The trucks make the 44-mile 
million tons of cargo to Marine round trip daily, leaving Phu Bai 
units operating in the northern one day and returning the next. 
area of South Vietnam. They have a minimum tUrn­

The majority of this cargo and 
mileage has been in support of 
Operation "Chinook", 12 miles 
north of Hue. The company oper­
ates 31 two·and one· half-ton cargo 
trucks and works around-the­
clock to supply the two infantry 
battalions and heavy artillery 
units partiCipating in the opera­
tion. 

First Lieutenant William E. 
Thompson, said the daily bad 
weather t" tbat has hampered air 
support by Marine helicopters in­
creased the company's monthly 
cargo haul. 

"We have tripled what is nor­
mally carried by a unit our 
size;" Thompson said. 

The trucks, called six·bys by 
the ' Marines, supplement their 
loads with one-and one-half ton 
trailers. The unit is supported by 
a platoon from "B" Co., 9th 
Motor Transport Battalion. 

"B" Company has been in Viet­
nam since last April and has sup­
ported 14 major Marine opera­
tions. It spent several months in 
Dong Ha, 8 miles south of the 
Demilitarized Zone, in support of 
Operation Hastings in July and 

around time of three h 0 u r s. 
Maintenance is handled by a six­
man team. 

Thompson explained the minute 
details that go into making up 
and moving a convoy that has to 
travel from point to point under 
the constant threat of Viet Cong 
ambush: 

"We lila .. eacb. coavoy so it 
Is protected Irom start 10 flnlsh. 
We have a convoy commander, 
a mine truck and heavy fire sup· 
port Irom the Army's 44th LIght 
Artillery Group. They lurnlsh the 
convoy with two trucks with quad 
50 caliber machine guns, one at 
the head and one at the tall of 
the convoy. Marine inrantry units 
up to company size are stationed 
in two spots. There Is an air 
observer and rtxed wing observer. 
We maintain contact with eight 
dlfrerent support units during the 
.movement," he said. 

Although the present convoy 
numbers about 40 v e h i c I e s, 
Thompson recalled a 190 vehicle 
convoy that moved the 3rd Marine 
Division headquarters from Da 
Nang to Phu Bai last October. 

Operation Prairie since August. "When such a large convoy 
Although the company carries moves out, one mistake by a 

both tactical and logistical cargo, driver or a breakdown will raise 
the tactical loads (those in direct havoc with your s c h e d u Ie," 
support of an operation) have far' Thompson said. 

Decorations and awards 
DFC 

DA NANG-Major Eugene W. 
craft Wing, during an informal 
ceremony at the Marble Mountain 
Air Facility, four miles south of 
Da Nang. , . . Gilbert was awarded the Distin­

guished Flying Cross "ror hero­
ism and extraordinary achIeve-
ment in aerial flight." DFC 

Gilbert earned the award while CHU LAI - Captain Gary E. 
serving as flight leader of two Thiry, a pilot with Marine Medi­
CH·46A "Sea Knight" helicopters urn Helicopter Squadron·363, 1st 
of Marine Medium Helicopter Marine Aircraft Wing, has been 
Squadron-265 on September 13. awarded the Distinguished Flying 

He was assigned the mission of Cross f.or heroism. 
carrying two 105mm howitzers He received the award for his 
and supplies to the Vietnamese actions while leading a helicopter 
outpost of Nui Dang which had ' flight on il medical evacuation 
suffered heavy casualties and was mission near the demilitarized 
in danger of being overrun by the zone in September. 1966. 
Viet Congo As Thiry approached the zone, 

Enroute to the beleaguered out- his aircraft received several hits 
post, he learned that his escort from well-entrenched e n e m y 
of fixed wing aircraft would be troops. Under intense fire he 
delayed. Although both aircraft brought his plane into the zone 
)lad been stripped of their arma- and safely evacuated five casual­
ment because of their heavy ties. 
loads, he decided to proceed with When the second evacuation 
the mission. craft approached the zone the 

According to the citation: enemy opened up with automatic 
"The flight was uneventful up we a p 0 n s fire, damaging the 

to his approach when suddenly plane, and forcing it down. 
the villages and tree lines sur- Thiry circled the area until he 
rounding the outpost erupted with received a radio report of the ex­
withering small arms and auto- tent of damage to the downed 
matic weapons fire. "bird", then airlifted the injured 

"With calm determination and personnel to medical facilities. 
courage, he led his flight into the The captain then returned to 
landing zone, then returned a his base, picked up spare parts, 
second time with an armed es- a mechaniC, and ammunition for 
cort. Professionally analyzing his the besieged ground forces, and 
first approach, Maj. Gil be r t returned to the downed craft. 
maneuvered his vulnerable air- Thiry brought his craft safely into 
craft away from the intense the zone, despite intense enemy 

fire. enemy fire, this time hovering as 
he lowered a l05mm howitzer into After the supplies were unload-
position. ed, he lifted from the zone and 

"The flight returned for a third circled the area, while his aerial 
trip as the weather was rapidly gunners provided covering fire 
deteriorating and nightfall -ap~ for the downed crew. 
proaching. Again heavy fire was When the damaged plane was 
received, but he skillfully eluded repaired, the captain again land­
the fire to land the last 105mm ed to pick up additional injured 
howitzer in position and complet- personnel, and led the flight out 
ed the assigned mission." on the return t~ip. 

* , , 
DFC 

DA NANG - Captain Richard 
H. Langenfeld has been awarded 
a Distinguished Flying C r 0 s s 
"For heroism and extraordinary 
achievement in aerial flight while 
serving as a helicopter aircraft 
commander with Marine Medium 
Helicopter Squadron-265 ... " 

The citation read in part: 
"While flying an unarmed and 

unarmored C H-4 6 A helicopter , 
Capt. Langenfeld was sent on an 
emergency resupply mission. Due 
to the high jungle canopy and the 
lack df a cleared landing zone, 
he decided to carry the ammuni­
tion in a net on a 65 foot extension 
to be delivered externally. 

HAs the aircraft entered the 
drop zone, a ridgeline to the im­
mediate left of the flight path 
erupted with intense automatic 
weapons fire. He was unable to 
come to a halt over the area on 
the first approach, and, although 
he took hits in the pass, set up for 
another run. 

'"At this time Capt. Langenfeld 
had just 20 minutes of fuel re­
maining and was informed that 
• luel cell had been hit on the 
last pass and was leaking badly. 
Aware that only one more pass 
was pOSSible, he reached the drop 
zone and lowered his aircraft into 
the small clearing as far as pos­
sible. 

"Again the enemy fire opened 
up and he could hear and feel the 
bullets riddle the defenseless heli· 
copter. W hen the load was 
dropped, he returned to Marble 
Mountain Air Facility where he 
confirmed nine hits and the fuel 
leak. 

"Due to his heroic actions with­
out regard to the danger involved, 
the beleaguered Marines received 
their much needed ammunition 
supply. " 

The citation praised Langen­
feld's "courage, outstanding skill 
and singular devotion to duty" 
during the action. 

Capt. Langenfeld was presented 
the decoration by Major General 
Louis B. Robertshaw, Command­
ing General, First Marine Air-

'. 
Bronze Star 

. PHU BAI - Doctor Jerry Enis. 
IS an old hand at treating wound­
ed and injured Marines here in 
Vietnam. 

He was awarded a Bronze Star 
Medal by General William C. 
Westmoreland, commander, U.S. 
Forces, Vietnam, for doing it so 
well. 

But Enis' story goes beyond 
military duties, the Navy lieu­
tenant also provides me d i c a I 
services to the Medical Civil Ac­
tion Program (MADCAP) for the 
Vietnamese. 

A six-foot redhead, with a 
ready smile, the doctor enjoys 
working with the Vietnamese. He 
knows only about 50 words of the 
language, but his position as a 
doctor makes up for the lack of 
communication, Enis said. 

Until recently, Enis was at 
Dong Ha, 12 miles south of the 
demilitarized zone wit h the 
Fourth Regiment. He and Viet· 
namese citizens started several 
small hospitals and aid stations. 
When Operation "Chinook" began 
north of Hue last month, he came 
along as the Fourth Regiment's 
surgeon. 

When word came that refugees 

Legion 01 Merit 
uss ESTES, SUBIC BAY, R.P. 

- Rear Admiral Donald W. Wul· 
zen, outgoing commander of the 
Seventh Fleet Amphibious Force, 
was awarded the Legion ·of Merit 
~oday during the change of com­
mand ceremony aboard this am-
phibious force flagship. . 

The award was presented to 
Admiral Wulzen for his outstand­
ing leadership during the past two 
years in which the Seventh Fleet 
Amphibious Force conducted 23 
assault landings in South Vietnam 
and provided vital logistics sup­
port to in-country forces. Making 
the presentation on behalf of Ad­
miral Roy L. Johnson, Com­
mander-in-Chief, U.S. Pac i fie 
Fleet', was Vice Admiral John J. 
Hyland, U.S. Seventh Fleet com­
mander. 

were fleeing communist control 
and were in need of food, clothing 
and medical supplies, Enis made 
a quick trip to Dong Ha to gather 
more than 1,000 pounds of cloth· 
ing from the Air' Force's 620th 
Tactical Control Squadron. 

A Marine helicopter pilot flew 
the supplies south to Phong Dien. 
Enis then loaded the clothing onto 
a hospital jeep Cor the three-mile 
ride to the relugee village. Cloth­
ing was given to more than 800 
refugees. 

The next day Enis visited 3rd 
Marine Division headquarters at 
Phu Bai for medical supplies and 
special vitamins for babies. and 
medication for several older per­
sons suffering from arthritis. 

During the treatment, "I was 
interested in one older man." he 
said. 

"When I was here before, he 
would not look at me or come 
up to see what was happening." 

This time the elder came out 
in the rain to shake Enis' hand 
and to say a few words in sign 
language. , , , 

GySgl. James C. Smith 
was awarded the Silver Star 
Medal while serving with the 
3rd Tank Bn., 1st Marine 
Division. , , , 

Bronze Star 
CHU LAI - Staff Sergeant 

Michael J. Finn, 3rd BattaIion~ 5th 
Marines, 1st Marine Division, was 
presented the Bronze Star Medal 
with Combat "V" during ceremo­
nies here. 

Finn earned the award during 
operations against the Viet Cong 
on July 22, 1966, while serving as 
a platoon sergeant with "M" Co., 
3rd Bn., 5th Marine Regt. 

On a search and destroy op­
eration in Quang Tri Province, 
Finn's unit was setting up a tem­
porary landing zone for - medical 
evacuation when a nearby secu· 
rity post came under heavy fire 
from an enemy force. 

Quickly he moved with his pIa· 
,toon commander and a reinforced 
squad to the scene of the lire· 
fight. The intensity of enemy fire 
increased upon the arrival of rein­
forcements, killing one Marine 
and seriously wounding the pla­
toon commander, squad teader, 
corpsman and several others. 

Finn took command, located 
wounded for corpsmen, directed 
fire into hostile positions, and or­
ganized an evacuation team for 
the wounded. 

Throughout the engagement he 
encouraged his men in repe.lling 
the attack. He then led a success­
ful charge against the enemy, de­
stroying their positions. 

According to his citation, "his 
quick response under hazardous 
conditions were instrumental in 
preserving the integrity of his 
unit and in successfully repelling 
the enemy attack." 

- - ----
SEA TIGER 9 

--



Hazardous assignment 

MAG-16 'med-evac' corpsmen 
must be approved volunteers 

By Cpl. Bob Pitner 
DA NANG-"They are all selected volunteers. They have to prove that they are 

good corpsmen and be approved by their sections before they come to us," said Chief 
Hospitalman John T. Goodwin with evident pride in his men. 

The men referred to by the chief are 26 Navy hospital corpsmen attached to Ma­
rine Aircraft Group-16. They are volunteers for the hazardous assignment of accom­
panying the medical evacuation helicopters which fly daily out of Da Nang, Phu Bai, 
and Dong Ha. 

Corpsmen must be members of 
the First Marine Aircraft Wing 
for at least three months before 
they may be sent to a helicopter 
group. Upon arrival at MAG·16, 
they must prove their ability 
again before being allowed to fly. 

Once placed on Clight status, 
the corpsmen arc kept busy. They 
flew 1,181 missions during De­
cember, but consider this a slow 
month due to monsoon rains. 

At least one corpsman is on 
medical evacuation standby 24 
hours a day at each of MAG-16's 
th ree air fields. They wait with 
their equipment loaded aboard 
the chopper since they may be 
airborne within seconds after the 
a larm is sounded. 

From battlefield to operating 
room, the life of a wounded or 
sick man or woman rests in the 
hands of the "med-evac" corps­
m an. He often has no knowledge 
of the kind of wound or injury he 
will have to treat until the patient 
is in the aircraft. One corpsman 
helped to deliver a Vietnamese 
baby enroute 10 the hospital. 

Chief Goo d win cites rapid 
evacuation by helicopter as a 
m ajor factor in reducing deaths 
caused by combat wounds. 

"I would sa,· that on the aver­
age, the time between a man 
being wounded and his reaching 
the hospital is less than 30 min­
utes," he said. 

This makes the med-evac chop­
per a prime target for Viet Cong 
gunners as attested to by Purple 
Hearts worn by three of MAG-1!i's 
corpsmen . There are a total of 
46 Air Medals distributed among 
corpsmen now serving with MAG-
16. 

Chief Goodwin estimates that 
75 per cent of the patients treated 
by corpsmen 011 med-evacs arc 
Americans. Others include Viet­
namese soldit'rs. civilians, Viet 
Cong prisoners and even an oc­
casional scout dog. 

Whether friend 01' enemy, the 
treatment received by a wounded 
man is the best the "doc" is able 
to provide. 

Flying is but one phase of the 

hospitalmcn's job. On the g round, 
they ha vc the responsibility of 
caring for their own unit's PCI" 
sonnel. 

Each day they assist the doc­
tors in holding sick-call and ad­
ministering physical examina­
tions. Qualified as field medical 
technicians, some have additional 
training as aviation me die inc 
technicians, laboratory techni­
cians. X-ray 01' den t a I tech­
nicians. 

Many participate in semi-week­
ly medical civil affairs programs 
in which they give medical aid 

to nearby Vietnamese civilians 
who have no doctors of their 
own. They volunteer for these pro­
grams despite intermittent haras­
sment by Viet Cong terrorists. 

Most MAG-16 hospitalmen are 
based at the Marble Mountain 
Ail' Facility, foul' miles south of 
Da Nang. Thrcc are stationed at 
Phu Bai and two are kept at 
Dong Ha on a rotation basis. In 
case of a major operation, addi­
tional corpsmen may be placed 
on rncd-evac standby 01' tem­
porarily transferred to a forward 
base of operations. 

----

First night mission 
one he/ll remember 

By Sgt. H. G. McGrattan 
DA NANG-A 32-year-old Marine pilot on his fi rst 

night mission in Vietnam safely landed his F4B Phantom 
jet despite engine t rouble. 

Ma.ior Thomas K. Duffy, who joined Marine Fighter 
Attack Squadron-1l5, Dec. 5, experienced an engine mal­
function shortly after taking off from Da Nang Dec. 19. 
Approximately 40 miles south of the field a fire warning 
light came on indicati ng fi re in -----
the right engine. left engine throttle was advanced 

above 80 percent - a figure in· 
He reduced the right engine sufficient fol' one engine to sus­

speed to idle and the light went tain the flight of more than 25,000 
out. Turning out over the South .pound aircraft. 
China Sea, he headed back to Da He requested the field's runway 
Nang when the light flickered on lights to be turned up to full 
again. brightness and when some five 

Shutting down the right engine, miles out. picked up the field 
the Marine jettisoned his ord- visually. 
nance and the Naval Flight Of- Despite scattered clouds which 
ficer. Major James H. Vandever. 'occasionally blocked his view of 
radioed Da Nang for approach the field, Maj. Duffy landed the 
control assistance. Phantom without further incident. 

Suddenly the light reappeared Duffy served with the U.S. Air 
again. Duffy reduced the left en- Force for 13 years prior to trans­
gine to idle, dropped his wing tip felTing to the Marine Corps in 
fuel tanks and ordnance racks, 1965. He flew jet fighters and 
and set up a glide based on bear- transports with the U.S. Ail' 
ing and range received from Force. He was assigned to VMFA­
ground control approach. 531 at Cherry Point , N.C. after 

The g lid e was necessitated his inter-service transfer and 
when he discovercd that the warn- served with them until his arrival 
ing light would come on when the in Vietnam. 

Brieling lor 10,000 
Capt. Leo Hol/er, Maj. Kevin M. JOhllstOIl, Col. Jay W. Hubbard, Maj. Jack A . Jennings, 

alld IstLt Patrick Mee (left to right) lIIake a last millute target check be/ore flying VMA-311's 
lO,OOOth combat sortie J£/I1. 20 . VMA-3/1 has flown more combat sorties than allY Marble 
Squadron in Vietnam. 
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Co-operation 
A Vietllamese civilian helps HN R obert Dean carry a 

patient to a Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron-263 medical 
evacuation chopper. Marines and corpsmen co-operate with 
Vietnamese authorit ies in evacuating sick and wounded V'i 

villagers to a hospital in Da Nang. 

Ja~. 26 record day 
for pilots of MAG-12 

CHU LA! - It was a Marine 
Air Group (MAG)-12 show Jan. 
26 as the group's "Skyhawk" jets 
roamed the length of the I Corps 
area. 

During the day, Skyhawk pilots 
flew more than 130 combat sor­
ties. 

The swift jets dropped 134 tons 
of ordnance on the Viet Congo 

"We hit them with everything 
from 500 pound bombs down to 
20mm cannon fire," said First 
Lieutenant Patrick F. Mee, a 
VMA-311 pilot. 

Mce has flown 75 combat mis­
sions since reporting to Vietnam 
Ipst September. He called the 
day's operations "just great!" 

The lieutenant and his flight 
leader, Major John C. Coffee. 
were flying neal' Phu Bai when 
notified that a large group of Viet 
Cong had been spotted in a near­
by open field. Both made passes 
over the target, dropping ord­
nance and firing 20mm cannon. 

As they headed back to Chu 
Lui, they were told they had 
killed 20 VC. The next morning; 
after a more detailed check of 
the area the toll I'an to 28 enemy 
dead. 

All four of MAG-12's A-4 squad-

Bronze Star 
DONG HA-Privatc First Class 

James L. Ross. has been awarded 
the Bronze Star Medal for his 
actions as an ammunition cal'l'it'1' 
fol' a machinegull team in "G" 
Company, Third Marine Regi­
ment, when he carried a wounded 
Marine 200 yards through enemy 
fire . 

While running across an open 
paddy with a wounded Marine on 
his back, Ross was shot in the 
leg. He continued carrying the 
Marine for another 100 val'ds 
until he reached the corpsman. 

ron's VMA·121, VMA-211, and 
VMA-214, in addition to VMA-311 
were kept busy. 

"It was an around-the-clock 
team effort," explained a still 
tired and weary lance corporal 
who had loaded bombs all day. 
"They (the ail'planes) got rid of 
the bombs last~r tharl w~ "cotlld 
keep them loaded," he added. 

With the last flight of the day, 
MAG-12 pilots logged more than 
178 hours in the air. 

"It's no feat ," said one of the 
pilots, "but flying like that sure 
makes for a busy day." 

Chinook . .. 
(Continu('d From Page 1) 

Distl'ict headquarters where they 
received clothes, blankets, rice 
a nd tents for temporary housing. 
Medical aid was also given the 
famili e:-;. 

A few days after the people 
were settled in their temporary 
homes, the village chiefs brought 
suckling pigs. rice and salad to 
the Fourth Regiment's command 
post. The feast was in gratitude 
fol' the Marine's help. 

Colonel Alexander D. Cere­
ghino, Fourth Regim~nt com­
mander called it "a generous dis­
play of gratitude." This was 
probably two weeks ration of food 
and they wanted us to have it." 

Tn a letter to the regimental 
commander the District Chief 
Capt. Bui Van Thap said, "the 
pcople of the new hamlet of Vinh 
Xuan wish for you and your unit 
to patronize the hamlet and re­
main hcrc for the great SOCial 
activities and make friends be­
tween two countries fighting sidc­
by-side to de f cat communism. 
Our district is most grateful and 
thanks the Miuines for their 
friendship a nd help." 



Thumbing a boat ride 
Marines tllke advantage of Vietnamese fisherman's offer to row them across the river 

during a search and des/roy operation sowhwest of Da Nang. The Marines afe members 0/ "E" 
Co., 2e1 Btl., FiJt" Marines, lst Marine Division. (Photo by LCpl. J. E. Russell) 

Firing mission a matter 
of 'simple' mathematics 

By Cp\. W. L. Christofferson 
DA NANG-The artillery forward observer lay perfectly still in his hidden hilltop 

position as he watched the enemy column m~JVe acr,?ss an open ~rea 500 meters. away. 
Consulting his map, he was on the radIO relaymg the locatIon of the guerrIlla squad 

to his unit. 
Minutes later he heard the familiar "wait one" crackle over the air. A round was on 

its way. J • • 

He knew he had done his job well as the first shell landed amidst the squad. The 
information he had provided had ---
been vital in making the mis- 'tablishmcnt oC a series of survey The regImental survey team Is 
,sian a success. 

But his pinpointing of the target 
was only the final bit of data 
needed to provide the instant re­
sponse he got. The groundwork 
had been laid long before. 

Knowledge of the location of 
an enemy target, no matter how 
exact, is useful only if the exact 
location of a battery's guns is 
already known. 

"If we know the location or 
the target and the IJosition of the 
gun, (iring a mission becomes a 
matter or simple mathematics," 
explained Sec 0 n d Lieutenant 
.Richard R. Osterberg of the 
Eleventh Marine Regiment, 1st 
Marine Division. 

It is his section, r~gim~ntal 
survey, that is responsible for 
dett'rmining the exact location of 
the artillery pieces. 

This is done through the es· 

$6,300 bonus 
CHU LAI-For Sergeant lIarry 

B. Green, January 23 will probab­
ly be a day he'll long remember. 

On that day the jet mechanic 
with Marine Attack Squadron-214 
recnlisted for six years, collected 
$6,300 under thc variable reenlist­
ment bonus program, received a 
promotion to his present rank, 
and, topping it off, was presented 
his first Good Conduct Medal. 

Majol' Richard J-Icmmingway, 
Commanding 0 f f ice r of the 
Marine Aircraft Group-12 squad­
ron, presented the promotion, 
Good Con duel Medal and the oath 
of enlistment to Grecn. 

The sC'rg('ant, who enlisted in 
the Marine Corps thn,'C years ago, 
has becn in Vietnam 17 months. I' 

He had extended his tour for 
six months and is scheduled to 
rotate to thc United Stab's ill I 

February I 
Married and thl' father of one 

child, GrC'en chose ·New Orlean!:>, I 
La., for his next duty station as 
part of the n.'cnlistment option. 

'control points, which usually con- expected to be accurate within 
sist of no more than a marker one unit for every 3,000 units it 
driven into the ground and measures-a rate of error of .03 
labeled so it will not be removed. of one per cent. 

Starting from one known fixed In most cases, that means the 
point, the regimental SUI' v e y location of a gun is pinpointed 
team branches cut to hock up within 11100 of a meter, or 3/10 
with control points in each artil- of an inch. 
lery battalion's area. Once the regimental team cal'-

It often means finding ways to !"ies a control point to a bat­
measure across gorges, a v e r talion, the battalion's S u J' v e y 
mountains, and through the vade- team carries the survey out to 
ty of tenain of Vietnam. It can the actual gun position. 
also mean ducking sniper rounds. With that completed, the guns 

The surveyors talk in terms stand ready to seek out and de­
that mean little to the layman stray the enemy, based on infor­
-of azimuths, trigonometric func- maUon provided by the forward 
Hons, triangularizution - when observer, one of the few artillery­
discussing the l)roblems the y men who gets to see the end 
face. result of his labors. 

OLD HOME WEEK-Three 1st Marine Division surveyors 
work 011 fixing a sUl"\'ey control point near Da Nang. Robert 
D. Grimm sights through the survey instrument, called a wild 
theodolite, while PFC Robert L. Covert records Ihe dala lIlId 

Sgt. ~J'1I11er C. Wozllia/.., SIIf\'ey part), chief, sllpeITises the 
team_ 

9th Engineers build, 
repair, train, patrol 

By: Sgt. Mike McCusker and Cpl. Ira Taylor 
CJlU LAI, Vietnam-The explosion ripped the bridge apart. 
It was a small bridge, spanning a gray limpid !-.'tl'eam that seemed 

to go nowhere. But the destruction bottled up vital traffic on both 
side, oC llighway One. 

Troubleshooters from the 9th Engineer battation, 1st Marine 
Division, were sent in to repair it. 

They worked long, backbreaking hOllrs in the torrential winds and 
monsoon rains. Marines scoured the surrounding rice paddies for the 
Viet Cong who had blown the bridge. They were still searching when 
the tired, thoroughly drcnched engineers waved the first truck 
onto the repaired bridge. 

It wus, by now, an old story to the engineers. They have been 
repairing VC damaged roads, bridges and buildings since they arrived 
in Vietnam last June. 

However, repair work isn't their only function. They have built 
bridges, roads, camp buildings, culverts and druinage lines, watch 
towers, paradc ficlds, and a hospital. 

The battalion was activated Nov. I, 1965. at Marine Corps Base, 
Camp Pendleton, Catif., under the leadership of its present com­
mander, Lieutenant Colonel Richard W. Crispen. The nucleus was 
formed of "old timers" with many years of engineering experience 
and at that time consisted of 30 officers and 93 enlisted men. By 
December 31, the number had increased to 43 officers and 790 enlisted, 
taken from every station of the Marine Corps. 

Operating without equipment for the first two months, the 
engineers spent most of their time training in general military 
subjects, physical training and orientation classes on Southeast Asia. 

The arrival of equipment meant longer hours and much more 
work. Each piece had to be inspected and operators and mechanics 
had to be trained. 

On April 1, 1966, the battalion came under the control of Force 
Troops, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific, Marine Corps Base, 29 Palms, 
Calif. Intensified training continued until an advance detail left the 
states on May 2. By the 16th, the entire battalion was on its way 
to duty in Vietnam, arriving June 6. 

Their new home was a flat, sandy area stretching alongside 
Highway One, near the Chu Lai New Life hamlet. Their first task 
was setting up camp in the sand pit and building roads throughout it 
so shops and living quarters could be set up, 

Eleven days after their arrival, the engineers made their first 
commitment in support of the 1st Marine Division. They rapidly 
increased their support to units throughout the Chu Lai area. One 
company was sent to Da Nang in June to work with the 7th Engineer 
Bn. 

Much of the work the battalion has been doing was repairing 
roads and building and repairing bridges in preparation for the 
monsoons. The roads were raised a foot for better drainage. Other 
engineer support includes the building of cable-operated ferries, 
general camp construction, rock crushing, and installation and opera­
tion of water points. 

The battalion's average monthly statistics include: production of 
4 million gallons of potable water, usage of 133,000 board fcet of 
lumbc·r, construction of 2,000 feet of CUlvert, and transportation of 
56,000 yards o[ [ill material by dump trucks traveling 16,000 miles. 

The battalion maintains and operates more than $8 million worth 
of equipment. 

One of their most rewarding construction projects was the 
building o[ the Dickey Chai)eile Memorial Dispensary in the Chu 
Lai New Life hamlet. The dispensary is dedicated to the memory 
of Dickey Chapelle, civIlian war correspondent killed near Chu Lai 
while she was on an operation with a Marine unit. 

Construction is not their only task. They have mine clealing 
teams, demolition teams, and construction and topographical survey 
tcams. They have provided men for convoy security and other 
general support for combat operations. They also maintain their Own 
perimeter and run combat patrols in their area of operation. 

In addition to the 1st Marine Division, the 9th Engineers have 
worked with the Korean Marine Brigade and the local Vietnamese 
civilian and military projects near Chu Lai. 

'Wounded' radioman 
iust stuck in hole 

By CI)1. D.A. Hines and make it to the treeline. I 
DA NANG-Second Lieutenant I thought he had been hit," Olah 

Timothy J. Sloat and Corporal said. 
.Tames T. O1ah, raced across an Olah quickly shed his pack and 
open rice paddy to rescue a rushed out under the heavy fire. 
"wounded" Marine and wound up Sloat broke toward the radio 
pulling a radio operator from a operator at the same time. 
water hole. When the two got to the Marine 

The two Marines of "0" Com- they found he had only slipped 
pany, 1st Battalion, First Marine into a water-filled hole, but was 
Regiment were on a two·day, two having trouble getting out be­
platoon SWI'Cp ncar the battalion cause of the radio on his back. 
area. "You just can't gamble when 

The platoons were heading a man's liCe may be at ::;take," 
back to the battalion command Olah said. 
po::;t whl.'l1 automatic rifle fire and ______ _ 
mortar fire erupted around them. f II 

Immediately, the two platoons Cross 0 Go ontry 
began advanCing on the Viet Cong 
position, employing fire team 
rushes to cross the rice paddies. 

"My team was sent across first 
to set up a base of fire for the 
rest of the platoons coming 
across" Olah said 

"I n~ticed, after the others had 
made it across, there was a radio 
operator still out in the paddy, 
struggling to get acrOss a dike SEA TIGER 11 



Sgt. 'cripples' VC I 

month! • • tWice In one 
DA NANG - Twic(' la~t month hon t'uut'd I 

Marine Sergeant William Jt'n· Lil'stt'!' n'pNtted his p(·r£orm­
nings Bryan Lit'!-.H'I" gaim'd a U(·-lant(. Dt'c. 21, \\11<'11 his platoon. 
cisiv{" victory for tIll' Marines and now allachl'C1 to "D" Co .. came 
crippled the Yipt Cong's efforts undt'!' Iwavy fin' whill' conduct­
in the 1st Battalion. First Marine ing a "'W('('p and u(.'!o,troy Opt'ration 
Regiml'nt area. south of Da Nang. 

On Dt'c. 5 w hilt· hi" unit was An ('stimatNI enemy I'cinfol'ct'd 
setting up 1I blocking foret', 20 platoon. inflicted light casualties 
Viet Cong w{'re s('{'n moving on Licstl'I"S unit in tht, first ex­
across an open area. Li('stl'r cli- changt'. Lil'sh'r immediat<.'ly St'! 
reeled firc on tilt' enemy, and the up a unit to can' for and protect 
VC placed Liestcr's platoon un· the casualti(.'s and conltnued the 
der hNl.VY automatic and small allack. He continually exposed 
arms fin'. hims('l£ while )"('connoitering the 

According to memb(.'rs or the enemy position. 
platoon. Li(.'stl'r completcl) ig:- Li(.lsler pn'ssl'u th(' attack with 
nored th(.' (.'nemy fire as he moved a squad routing the enem)' while 
about among his men. (,Ilcourag- r('mainlllg m~mbcrs of his pIa­
ing th('m and directing: th(' re- toon pr('parcd a helicopter land· 
turn fin', ing zon(' to ('vacuat(.' wounded, 

Licster pt.'rsonally kHlt.'d two of His actions art· credit('d with 
the enemy. Eight morc Viet Cong forcing the ('Ilcmy to withdraw 
bodies were countt'd when the ac·. b)' his company commander. 

Sni per beware 
Sgt. ROllald Irwin fires <II, M-79 grellude IUllflcher at a 

suspect sniper positioll during u Count)' Fair at Bell Dall 

hamlet, two miles sowhwest of An Hoa. He is a member 01 

"F" Co., 2d Bn., Fifth Marilles. The Marilles provided 

security for doctors, corpsmen alld Army personnel during 

the COl/illy Fair. 

.... " .... 1 The Sea Ti 

STRETCHER FLOAT-Marine, tow a bl/dd)' across swol/ell stream {)Il a float made from 
pOlich"." air mattress (I1ll1 stretcher-it's (II/ part of the trllilling offered at the COl/iller Guer­
ril/a lIarfare School 011 Okilla",a. (Photo by Sgt. Gary Gille.,) 

Counter guerrilla warfare (amp 
-training (amp for RVN .. bound 

By Sgt. Nick Overocker 
CAMP COURTNEY-Rain-soaked, muddy and weary, the Marine patrol chopped 

through tangled jungle growth, forded swelling streams and crossed rugged, c:aggy 
mountains in what seemed like just another futile search for the elusive enemy. 

A monotonous symphony of droning mosquitoes, the swishing of trousers against 
tropical plants and the steady, drumming rhythm of boots splashing in the mud created 
a hypnotic effect of tranquility and well-being. 

Suddenly the spell was shattered by the erupting violence of automatic weapons 
followed by the blood-chilling crY,I' - --- ---
"Ambush I " also bring back traps, weapons I First day activities put Marines 

Quickly' the Marines charged to and oth~,r paraphernalia used by hard ~t work learning the ba~lcs 
gain fire-superiority. zigzagged the ve. oC ~rtlnery rorwa~d obscrvat~on, 
to prearranged formations and The captain noted that during a.erIal resupply. lung~e navlga­
swept over the position. Seven the visits "down south" the in. t!on, a~m and hand Signals ,a,nd 
guerrillas lay sprawled in their structors worked with many for- first 31d. They learn to utilize 
wake. mer CGWS graduates who arc these skills during a, cOl,llpass 

As the Marines gathered the now engaged in combat against march through the thIck Jungle 
captured weapons a nd rmcd their the Viet Congo that night. 
victims for intelligencc In for rna- "Wc've found - that the tech- Ambushes are practiced the 
tlon, it was obvious that this niques we're now tt'3rhing. when n('xt day with t'mphasis placed 
wasn't "Just another long walk" correctly applied. in combat, have on immediately forming a sur­
In Vietnam-In fact, It wasn' t resulted in highly successful opel'- prise attack when enemy contact 
even Vietnam! ations," he added. is imminent. 

The scene is repeated day after Nearly every battalion that has The curriculum dis pel s the 
day in the rocky peaks of Oki· been on Okinawa prior to deploy- myth of the guerrillas' ability to 
nawa's Northern Training Area ment has completed the Countcr strike and thcn vanish into the 
(NTA) as part of the Camp Guerrilla Warfare School. Many Jungle. Prevention of surpr ise at­
Smedley D. Butler Counter Guer· Marines who com pIe ted the tack, pursuit of the guerrillas and 
rilla Warfare School's training course a year or so ago come back the use oC the enemy's own tac­
cycle. The "Viet Cong guerrillas" for a second time when their unit tics Cor co u n t c r-ambush arc 
are actuaHy die· hard Marines returns to Okinawa. stressed. 
acting as aggressors to lend real- Th 11 fr' d From dawn to far into the night 
ism and immediacy to the train· e sma ,e IClcnt crew gr~ u, of the third day, trainees lcarn 
ing. ated more then lO,~OO Mannes and practice the tactics and 

The theme oC CGWS is "This I f~om th~ school du~mg, thc p~st techniques of patrolling. They are 
is the Real Thing": blank am-') ear, ,With new arrivals flockmg snip('d at, ambushed and assault­
munition, explosives and flarcs to their camp every month. cd by black-pajamaed aggressors 
are used extensively: Marines on The school has facihti(·s to train using the guerrilla "hit and run" 
both sides report when th<,y are two reinforced companies simul- method of harassment. 
"killed" or "wound<,d"; in some taneously. 

A model Vietnamese viUage, 
instances, even catsup or red During various classes the com- which was built by the instruc­
food·coloring is used to fake pany is divided into platoons, tors complete with thatch-roofed 
bloody wounds. squads and four·man fire teams huts and makeshift utensils, pro-

"The idea of using aggressors, to develop a strong sense of in- vidcs a dramatic setting for prac­
a.":Ibu~~e~ and ex~l~siV(.'S in ~er- divid~al responsibility at a II tical civic-action training when 
ram ,~lmllar ,to regions. oC VlCt- levels.. . . it is inhabited by demonstrators 
nam, (lxplam~d Captam F. L. A remforced platoon~ which IS dressrd in native garb some 
FISH, of!lcer I.n charge of the dra~n Crom .t~e battalion under-' calT 'in to dolls to 'ortra 
school, "IS to Simulate, as much gOing tra1l11Og, demonstrates 'orr: g d Y h'ld n p y 
as possible, conditions and tac- count<>r-guerrilla movpments and'i v. en an c I rc . 
tics used by the Viet Cong." under the expE'rt tut~lage oC the "Guurllla warfare Is probably 

Captain FISH is assistt'd hy D Insb uet , .cis s abSrc SOl'S th(" nM(,c.;f-and dfr!J('St._flghting 
,ill ' (a ~ -f two offl<,l:1'5 and throughout the cours . st)'le kno~n to man, ' SSgt. Curry 

I 
five nlish'd instructors. These The s£>ven-day inCantry unit stated. "In ord('r to deCeat these 
dedh;~.t('d men in pith-helmets course is packed with 127 hours fighters, you must be able t~, win 
manage the largest chunk of of If''ctures, demonstrations and the respect oC the villagers. 
training: real estate on th(' island. practical application of counter- In addition to civic action, the 
They are: Seco1ld Lieutenants guerrilla and jllDgle tilCtiCS. men are shown how to deploy 
Ken R. Furr and Dave Vandruff, After an orientation briering, from vehicles, assault a guerrilla 
Gunnery S erg e ant Donald E. troops go through the elaborate base camp and correct methods 
Carr, Staff Sergeants Teddy C. mantraps and shelters course of searching prisoners, before 
Curry and William F. Keysrc. where they learn t() make simple field eXt'rcises begin at midnight. 
Sel'geant Rl'nnie Benizio and HM- yet comfortable structur('s from The nl'xt 48-hours arc spent 
2 Thomas H Johnston, UI7iN, J 11 n g I e materials. They are scouting, patrolling, setting am-

To keel) informed of new tac- shown various VC traps, runglng bushC's, living and maneuvering 
tics. gadgt'ts and ('quillmeDt us('rJ from the simple punji stake to in th(' jungle, and fighting of( th(' 
by tht' Vlt't Cong, and to It'arn complicated, electricaUy operat- p<'rsistent aggrcssors, seemingly 
how lUarfnf"!'. count('r the proh- cd booby traps. at evt'ry turn. 
lems, the Instructors make fre- The actual training c)'c1e be- During the field exercises, thc 
quent trips to Vietnam. They Join gins the foHowing day when the Marines utilize the harboring 
inCantry un Its on operations, men leBm to make flotation dc- tcchnique devised by the British 
patrol:; and ambushes to ob- vices from personal equipment during guerrilla fig h tin g in 
serve, take notes and ask ques- and tropical plants. Malaya. 
lions. The entire company, including The company sets up a base 

L....-n'''·,;.,.-.,..''a-,..J ... IT~lmr'n'-nn..,''o",'''''''''" .... edge. with 

Sta ple or Tape and mail home. 
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"F rom tilt' in for mat ion the commanding oHicer, has an Caml) in tile jungle and sends 
gathered, we alter the instruction opportunity to "get their feet platoon-sized pat r 0 1 s into as­--I to keep thl' material fresh and wet" in counter-guerrilla training signed areas to deny the guerrilla 
up to date," said Capt. Fish. "We btofore the course is completed. for(.'(' a sanctuary. 




