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LT. FRANK REASONER SELECTED 
AS MEDAL OF HONOR WINNER 

Medal awarded posthumously 
to family of young officer killed 
while aiding wounded comrade 

W ASHINGTON-A young Marine officer, who died in Vietnam going to the aid of 
a wounded comrade, became the Marine Corps' second Medal of Honor recipient since 
the Korean War. 

First Lieutenant Frank S. Reasoner, of Kellogg, Idaho, killed in action while lead­
ing a reconnaissance patrol on July 12, 1965, was honored at Pentagon ceremonies Jan­
uary 31, when Secretary of the Navy Paul H. Nitze presented the nation's highest award 
for valor to Reasoner's wife and three-year-old son. 

Reasoner, a one-time enlisted -:--::-::-.,...~-:----:::c---c--:--,---:--:--c-::-
. Marine and graduate of the U.S. among his five Marines, he saw Vietnam he had received the last 

Military Academy I was killed in his radioman had been wounded rites of the Episcopal Church 
action .July 12. 1965 going to the a second time and unable to from Chaplain Hugh F. Lecky. 
aid of his wounded radio operator. move. The citation accompanying Rea-

A Marine Corps camp In Viet· Calling to the wounded man soner's award reads, in part: 
nam has b('cn named "Camp that he was coming in after him, ..... From the InItial moments 
Reasoner" and dedicated to his the lieutenant raced toward the of the engagement, he unhesitat­
memory. The lland·lettered sign radio operator. Five feet from ingly 'and cO'ltinuously exposed 
ncur the gates of Camp Reasoner the radioman, the young officer himself to machine gun and small 
reads: II ••• First Lieutenant was hit with a fatal burst of arms fire ... shouting encourage­
Reasoner sacrUiced his Ufe to machine gun fire, Minutes before, ment to his men, 'who were 
save one of his wounded Marines. Reasoner had succeeded in killing vlrtua~ly Isolatyd from the ..main 
'Greater Love Hath No Man'," two of the estimated company of body, he quickly organized a base 

Viet Cong, Inspired by his actions, of fire to support the assault In 
On the day he died, the lieu· his men killed 16 more of the the enemy positions by the re­

tenant was leading an advance enemy, knocked out the machine malnder of the command. 
patrol of Company ·'A'·, 3d Re-
connaissance Battalion, deep in gun, and, heeding the lieutenant's "Within the first few minutes 
Viet Cong territory, when he last words, got their wounded one of the Marines with First 
spotted a Viet Cong rifleman. He comrades out safely. Lieutenant Reasoner was wound­
called to the Marines in the point, Lieutenant Reasoner was re- ed, In the face of intensive fire, 
who opened fire as enemy- sniper turned to Da Nang by his men, he sought to cover the evacuation 
f 

k d of the wounded man, himself 
ire ra e the unit. An enemy and from there to Saigon, and killing at least two of the Viet 

machine gun from' the front thence to the U ,So and burial in 
pinned down the patrol. Moving Kellogg, Idaho, his hometown. In (Continued On Page 5) 

Death ;s no stranger 
Marines carry a fallen Leatherneck to the rear through heavy enemy fire dllring the first 

hOllrs of Operation De Soto Jan. 26. De Soto, a search and destroy operation, was taking place 
15 miles south at Quang Ngai city. (Photo by LCpl. Ron Curry) 

J stLt. Frank S. Reasoner, USMC 

Prairie" begins 

Prairie concludes; 
all obiectives met 

By: GySgt. JACK BUTTS 
DONG HA - From the moment Opel'ation Hastings ended 

several things became obvious. The enemy was here in force and 
had to be destroyed, and something had to be done to halt North 

I Vietnamese infiltration through the demilitarized zone to South 
Vietnam. 

So Operation Prairie was launched on Aug. 3. 
In the six~month period to follow the objectives were met. 
More than 1,390 enemy soldiers were killed - and infiltration 

slowed to a trickle - following dozens of pitched battles fought in 
terrain likened to that encountered on Pacific islands during World 
World War II. More than 600 reconnaissance patrols also stretched 
surveillance from the South China Sea westward to the border. 

During the action 12 infantry battalions representing nearly 
every regiment in the 1st nnd 3rd Marine Divisions took part in 
the OIJeration at olle time or another. The 3rd Division operation ac­
counted for 248 weapons and 25 prisoners of war captured. 

Prairie is the largest Marine operation in Vietnam to date. Not 
only because of the amounts of men involved (a conservation esti­
mate is 11,000) or the kills, but because the logistic support was 
unequaled. 

Millions of pounds of "beans, bullets and bandages" were flown, 
trucked and shipped in on an around-the-clock basis. 

But the heart of the operation was simply - infantry and support 
troops. They battled the North Vietnamese at the "Rockpile," hills 
484 and 400, and dozens of others. 

The men ranged from battle· tested troops-who took part in the 
dedsive battles on Operation Hastings - to so~called "green" 
troops with only a few brief skirmishes with Viet Cong units down in 
the south of the country. 

(Continued on Page 7 



Lieutenant General Lewis W. Walt 
Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Foref' 

Brigadier General 1I11gh M. Elwood 
Chief of Staff, III Marine Amphibious Force 

Major General Louis B. Robertshaw 
Commanding General, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

Major General H. Nickerson, Jr. 
Commanding General, 1st Marine Div~sion 

Major General Wood B. Kyle 
Commanding General, 3d Marine Division 
Brigadier General James E. J[erbold, Jr. 

Commanding General, Force Logistics Command 
Force ISO Col. D. G. Derryberry 
Editor GySgt. Lee Witeonls 
Asst. Editor Sgt. Jerry Simmons 

l"ubllHllf'tl each TUetidaYj b~~ the III JUlLrine AmphlbluUH }~orce. 1'he 
SlJA. TIG..t:U. cOIIIJIUe~ wi II .lflllrlllC Corps OJ'der ]'5Il00.S1 lind l\fCO 
l'5720.44 1111(1 hi printed with 1l11)U'opri!,ted tuncb, by The I'Rl'lfle Stun 
and Stripes. Tokyo, Juplln. The S~A '1'101Ht subscribes to Ilnd receivCl 
material from the Armed Forces NeW8 BUreau (AFKB) whose IHllterinl 
herein lIIay be reprinted provided credit !llld no otbt'r copyrights arc 111-
volvefl. All photo~ral)hH are official U.S. l\Iarine Corps l'IIot09 unll'SIl. 
otherwise credited. ]'hotogrIlTlhr; liubmittt'd from other sources outside thll 
Marine CorilS for publication in The SEA TIQEJt becume the prOlu~rty 01 
The SEA TIGER. lUn.tl.'rial submitted lor publiclltlrm in Tile SEA TIGElt. 
must reach the Combl,t Inform~'tion Bureau, III ltlarillc Amphibloul; 
}-'orce, FJ'O San Fra.ncisco, Calif. 96602, Oil ,]'uesda)' of the preceding 
publict\tion wCi'k. Stntem~mts, views illUI opinion t'X:llre8Si'd ill The !';I';A 
TIGER IlTe 1I0t neCe8fmrily tho);c of the l'Iarinl' (~ur"s :\lId should no' 
be Interprf'tcd as dlrcctlve in nntnre. 

Circulnthm 36,000 COllit"'i ----------------

Unshakeable devotion 
Abraham Lincoln was a 

very unlikely choice to be­
come President of the United 
States, particularly at a time 
when the Nation was torn 
with civil strife. 

For, with the exception of 
a single term in Congress, he 
assumed the duties of Presi­
dent as an untried public 
figure. 

His lack of family position, 
affluence and formal educa­
tion caused ambassadors and 
influential people to ridicule 
his awkward, homely ways. 
Even the leaders of his own 
party felt he was unequal to 
the task that lay before him. 

Yet Lincoln amazed them 
all. 

Firmly grasping the reins 
of government, he took un­
precedented steps to fulfill 
his oath of office to "pre­
serve, protect, and defend the 
government." .. 

His dedication to a course 
of action that would accom­
plish that end could not be 
swayed. His integrity could 
not be shaken; his sense of 
justice could not be corrupt­
ed; his compassion and mer­
cy were steadfast. 

His fondest hope was lor 

100% club 
CHU LAI, Vietnam, Feb. 

5-More than 1,200 Leather­
necks of the 1st Bn., Seventh 
Marine Regiment, 1st Ma­
rine Division are now "stock­
holders in our nation's fu­
ture." 

The battalion, commanded 
by LtCol. Basile Lubka, is 
participating 100 per cent in 
the U.S. Savings Bond pro­
gram. 
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the terrible conflict to come 
to an end and for-the Nation 
to be reunited. 

In a time of cruises that 
had no precedent. in our his­
tory, Lincoln stood firm in 
the face of almost insur­
mountable odds to guide the 
Nation to peace. 

This man of humble birth, 
whose birthday we celebrated 
on February 12, proved to 
be one of our greatest Presi­
dents (AFNB) 

Engineers fight 
CUU LAI - The Marines of 

the 9th Engineer Battalion, 1st 
Marine Division, are well known 
throughout the Chu Lai area for 
the i r engineering capabilities. 
However, few people outside the 
battalion know of their combat 
experiences with both, the Viet 
Cong: and Nature. 

On a recent recon/combat pa­
trol, second lieutenant James T. 
O'Kelley, Jr., patrol leader, said, 
"I knew it was going to be a bad 
day when not more than ten 
minutes out we spotted our first 
enemy - a bamboo viper." Kil­
ling the snake, the patrol con­
tinued on its way. 

Minutes later as they crossed 
an open area, the patrol made 
enemy contact again - this time 
from well concealed Viet Cong 
snipers armed with automatic 
weapons. Drawing fire, the cn­
gineers reacted in typical infantry 
Marine fashion, routing the snip· 
ers and searching the area but 
with negative results. 

Continuing the patrol, the "in­
fantry-engineers" again drew £ire 
as they talked to schoolchildren 
il) a small hamlet. They spotted 
the fleeing snipers but were un­
able to fire for fear of hitting 
civilian personnel working near­
by. 

The patrol cautiously continued 
on it's mission, checking I, D. 
cards and searching the area 
with no further incidents with 
snakes or snipers. 
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Paula Messina (17) 
219 East 28th Street 
Erie, Penna. 16504 

Lillian Jones 
2101 34th Street 
Vernon, B. C. Canada 

Joan Prussack (17) 
4501 12th A venue 
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11219 , . 
Floyce M, Burley 
104 Vidalia Drive 
Ferriday, La. 

(17) 

, 
Marie Nocholson (19 1/2) 
RR No.2 West Monkton 
Ontario, Canada 

• • 
Terry Goodman 
117 Peach Street 
Ridgecrest, La. 

• 
Debbie Paps in 
217 Maryland Street 
Westfield, N .. J. 07090 

• • 
Jean Veller (32) 
241 Thisbe A venue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 452:13 

• 
Sherry Hovey (19) 
426 12th Street No. 4 
New Westminster, B. C. 

* OJ< ~. 

Mary McKee (18) 
Route 4 Box 377-S 
Dallas. Texas 75231 

• • 
Chadolle Thompson (18) 
638 Paulison A venue 
Clifton, N. J. 07011 , . 
Janet Waite (16) 
RD NO.1 
Wallsburg. Pa. 16442 

• • 
Sally La .... ow (16) 
9708 Selfridge ,Rd. 
RD 1 
Gasevoort, N. Y. 12831 · . , 
Mrs. Ruby Sebastian 
3814 · Harrill Rd. 
Richmond. Va. 23223 

• • 
Kare~n Christensen ... 
33 Stonewall Lane 
Madison, Conn. 06443 

• • 
Dot Bilyk (19 1/2) 
2615 Montreal Crescent 
Regina, Sask., Canada 

• • 
Maureen St. Marie 
309 Forl Lee Rd 
Leonia. N. J. 07605 

• • 
Isobel Fairfield 
22 Beverley St (Off Dover) 
Belfast 13, N. Ireland 

• • 
Claudia Lockhart 
RR 3 
Frazee, Minn. 56544 

• • 
Nancy Noone 
7639 Levis Rd. 
Cheltenham, Penna. 19012 · . . 
Mrs. Edith Culbert 
19 E. Berry SI. 
Sandston, Virginia 23150 

• • t 
Amy Slowey (16 1/2) 
2350 Olive Street 
Baton Rouge, La. 70806 

DcaI' Editor: 

I was happy to receive a copy 
of the Dec. 21 issue of the SEA 
TIGER sent to me by a close 
friend from MCB-40 in Victnam. 
The news content was very fresh 
and first hand information of 
what is going on in Vietnam. 
This is my first opportunity to 
know and feel the real situation 
of what is going on in that war­
torn country. 

Mr. Editor, I am of the belief 
that the U ,So is sacrificing so 
much fol' the sake of Democracy 
and for the peace-loving peoples 
of the world just to uplift the 
principles of Democracy. As of 
now, the war in Vietnam has cost 
the American government billions 
of dollars and thousands of lives 
just to stop the crawling of com­
munistic ideology on this part of 
Asia. Yet, other peoples of the 
world misunderstand thc saCI'Hi­
cies of ,the U.S. and other coun­
tries like the Philippines, Korea, 

Japan, etc., on its stand in the 
Vietnam war. I just hope that in 
the long run, thcy will realize the 
benefit of their doubt. 

After reading the SEA TIGER 
I immediately turned it over to 
the Librarian of the School to be 
read by all students. Most of them 
took turns in reading fol' they 
are very thirsty for reading ma­
terial, which our library lacks, 
At this writing the Librarian or 
the School is also appealing to 
the III MAF through the SEA 
TIGER fol' old magazines, books 
and other reading matter which 
may be informational or educa­
tional to our students on this re-

mote part of the Philippines. 
Lastly, we arc sending all of 

you our praycrs for safety and 
good lucky in youI' endeavor for 
the salvation of democracy in 
Vietnam. Thank you in advance 
for all the favor you might extend 
to the students of this vocational 
school. 
LUIS F. FAMATIGA 
Romblon Nat'l Vocational School 
San Fernando, Romblon, 
Philippines 

We shall be happy to senq the 
SEA TIGER each week to your 
school. Per halls some of our read· 
ers can help you out with maga~ 
zincs and books.-Editor 

Small unit action book 
Gen. Wallace M. Greene, Jr., CMC, receives the first copy 

01 a new Marine Corps historical reference pamph~t- "Small 
Unit Action ill Vietllam--Summer 1966" from the author, 
Capt. Francis J. West, Jr. West, an experienced writer and 
small unit commander, returned to active duty for the assign­
ment in Vietnam. He participated in the majority of the action 
about which he writes. The pamphlet is being distributed to 
the field through Ilorlllal channels. 

Servicemen in Vietnam 
must file income tax 

SAIGON - Service members in 
Vietnam are not exempt from 
filing a Federal income tax re­
turn, but they may postpone fil­
ing it for 180 days after they 
leave Vietnam if they wish. 

Due dates for federal tax re­
t urn s are automatically post­
poned while the taxpayer is on 
duty in Vietnam or adjacent wa­
ters, or while he is hospitalized 
outside the United States as a 
result oC such service, and for 
180 days after his departure 
from the combat zone 01' hospital. 

The postponement applies to 
joint as well as individual re­
turns, but not to a wife's return 
if she files seoflfately. 
--rtf 'Postpone 1 ing also applies 
to federal civilian employees, in­
dustrial technicians, Red Cross 
personnel, and other civilians 
who support the Armed Forces 
in a combat zone. 

Postponed returns, those filed 
after 15 April 1967-should in· 
clude an attached statement to 
the effect that the individual 
served on active duty as a mt!m­
bel' of the Armed Forces in the 
Vietnam combat zone from - to 
--. This remark must be add­
ed: "Due date for filing this re­
turn, per section 7508 of the IRC, 
is --." The date can be com­
puted by adding 180 days to the 
date of departure from the com­
bat zone. 

Postponed returns must be filed 
on the long form (1040). not on 
the short form (1040·A). 

Refunds owed Service members 
will be expedited if the member 
marks "COMBAT ZONE" on the 
top of the form. (The combat 

zone includes Vietnam and adja­
cent waters roughly 100 miles 
oul.) 

The taxpayer's Social Security 
number must be on all tax re­
turns. A $5 penalty is assessed 
for failure to includc it. 

Returns should be mailed to the 
District Director of Internal Re­
venue in the district of legal resi~ 
dence. 

Road recon hit 
CHU LAI - Marines of the 1st 

Engineer Battalion along with in­
fantrymen of thc Fifth Marine 
Regiment, 1st Marine Division', 
Jed by Captain R. E. Maresco 
were hit by a force of Viet Cong 
Jan. 26 during a road reconnais­
sance along Highway One below 
the Tra Cau river - about 15 
miles south of Quang Ngai. 

During the seven-hour battle 
that followed, through rice pad­
dies and deep mud, the Marines 
were subjected to heavy small 
arms firc and grenades from a 
small village along the river. 

Sweeping through the village, 
the Marincs encountered fire 
from .50 cal. automatic weapons 
located in well-concealed concrete 
bunkers along the opposite bank 
of the river. 

Naval gunfire and Marine jets 
pounded the VC positions, and a 
Seventh Marine Regiment reac­
tionary force moved in during the 
night to support the road recon­
naissance units. 

During the action six VC were 
killed. 



Supplemental budget' request 
details Vietnam activities 

In presenting a $12.9 billion request to congress for new obligational authority to I 
supplement the FY 67 military budget, Defense Secretary McNamara has ouUmed the 
full range of American policy objectives and activit.ies in YiebJam. . . 

His statement underscored that our overall polIcy obJecttve m South VIetnam IS a 
stable and independent government free of inLernal control and' externally inspired 
violence. 

"Our immediate objective is to influence the North Vietnamese to move the con-

flict. ~J'on.l t~c battl~field ~o. the I zation potential bu~ on numh('!'s N.avy. offshore fleet will ~C' 
canCel ence t~bl€': OJ ~o L'ompei of mcn the f'nemy IS able to sup- malllt<llllcd at current 90-sh1P 
them to deSist JJl their aggres- port in the south. Iev<'l. which docs not include 211 
sian," he continued. I About 1,000 fighters and attack Coast Guard bO<lts and 84 Swift 

rent opcriltions in Vietnam. It with the force Icvel to rcmain Rille of air ordnanct' expend-

""",'-

Mr. McNamara's statement aircraft, including carrier planes, I boats in "Market Time" opcra­
contained a full ('xposition of cur- arc deployed in Southeast Asia, tions. 

included these highlights: essE'ntially tht, same. I cd almost equals World War II ,.0;:.. 

Confirmed VC s t r eng thin Air attacks on th(' north have peak rate and is, in fact, foul' 
South Vietnam at the close of ]966 destroyed two-t h i r d s of POL I times more than the peak Ko-
was about 275,000 of which 45,000 storage there. rea" Wal' rate. 
are regular North Vietnamese 
personnel. 

South Vietnam's regular force 
at year's end was about 320,000, 
with the force level going up to 
730,000 counting various militias 
and national police force. 

American military strength at 
the end of 1966 broke down into 
383,000 in South Vietnam, 35.000 
in Thailand and 36,000 aboard off­
shore ships. 

Allied military strength from 
five nations - but prinCipally 
Republic of Korea - was 53,000 
at year-end. 

The VC appeared to have lost 
about as many men as they were 
able to infiltrate from the North 
during the last half of 1966. 

Limiting factor on VC infiltra­
tion rate depends not on mobili-

Chilclren's home 
DA NANG-A project inspired 

by the Chl'istmas Bible conference 
and conducted by Headquarters 
Company, Ninth Marines and the 
1st Bat t a I ion, Twenty-Sixth 
Marines was successfully conclud­
ed at Protestant worship service 
Jan. 22. 

D.L. Me s c h k e, Twenty-Sixth 
Mar i n e s Regimental chaplain, 
presented $655 to Reverend Gor­
don Smith of the Worldwide 
Evangelization Crusade (WEC). 

The project to collect money for 
the WEC children's home started 
when 48 Marines attending the 
Christmas Bible conference at 
China Beach visited the horne and 
decided to help nearly. 100 home­
less children. 

He's 'last of first' 
By: MSgt. G_E. Wilson 

DA NANG-On April 5, 1957, eight Marines formed 
the 1st Anti-Tank Bn. at Camp Pendleton, Calif. 

One of the eight, Staff Sergeant Kiliona Kiliona is 
finally leaving the Ontos Battalion after serving two 
months short of ten years with the unit. 

Due to rotate Feb. 8 to the United States with him 
is Master Sergeant Virgil L. Street another of the original 
eight, who has since served on 
Okinawa and at Quantico, Va. He Base during the crisis. 
rejoined the battalion ill 1966. Arriving in Vietnam in Jan., 

Kiliona was a private first class 1966, Kiliona said that he was 
and the first "commanding of- never hit despite several opera­
ficer" of "e" Company when he Hons with the Seventh Marine 
was introduced to the six-snouted Regiment at ehu Lai. 
tank-killer, backbone of the bat- "I was a lucky man," he ('on-
talion in 1957. - clud~d. 

In the eight years before taking Kiliana claims that his vehicles 
the "thing" into QatUe, Kiliona never hit a booby trap or got 
became one of the Marine Corps' stuck in a rice paddy because, 
most proficient anti-tank experts "I walked 100 yards in front of 
in countless exercises up ;lnd them,~' on every sweep. Walking 
down the west coast and in ahead he could spot possible 
Alaska. booby traps and areas that would 

Summers he took time out from have given his Ontos trouble. 
his regular duties as a tank com- In an understatement he said, 
mander to train Marine Corps "I had a lot of experience and 
reservists at Twenty-Nine Palms, knew just what to do." 
Calif. Street, the maintenance chief 

His platoon came close to com- of the battalion, was an acting 
bat in 1962 during the Cuban Ontos platoon leader during the 
crisis. summer, serving in support of 

"We were the ready platoon the 1st Marine Regiment south 
and were airlifted to Gitmo of Da Nang. 
(Guantanamo Bay, Cuba) to guard Both said they were looking fo1'­
the perimeter," Kiliona said. His ward to the day they returned to 
Ontos' patrolled the fence between the 1st Anti-Tank Battalion for 
Castro's Cuba and the U.S. Naval duty. 

--~~ .. ~~~~~~~-

Shoot and kill 
As other Marines move out under 

Marines look out for enemy snipers. 
heavy jire Jail. 26, durillg Opert/tioll De Soto, other 

(Photo by LCpl. Ron Curry) 

• 

It's a dog's life 
LCpl. Stepilen R. Begy alld his dog Gary splash across 

the Tuy Loan River west of Da Nung during an operation 
Jan. 27. Begy and Gary were on the point trying to jind the 
elusive VC jar the 2d BIl., Fourth Marines. 

(Ph% by LCpl. I. L. McClory) 

Camp Carroll roads 
engineer1s nightmare 

By: Sgt. Roger Ynostroza 
DONG HA - Camp Carroll, 

bristling with dozens of artillery 
pieces, is the heaviest concentra­
tion of firepower in the northern­
most provinces of South Vietnam. 

The monsoon rain has trans­
fOl'fQ..Cd the camp's roads into 
h3'tdly more ' than muddy alleys. 

Warrant Officer R. A. Johnson 
and Staff Sergeant Leamon Gar­
rett were told to make passable 
CIfrnp J. J. Garroll roads and in­
stilll an adequate drainage sys­
tem - within 30 days. 

Johnsen, platoon commander; 
Garrett, equipment chief; and 
their unit, Motor Transport and 
Heavy Equipment Section, "D" 

Teacher's party 
DA NANG-The two Irishmen 

finished "When Irish Eyes Arc 
Smiling," amidst applause, then 
launched into "I'll Take You 
Home Again, Kathleen," 

One half of the duet was a 
Marine battalion commander, the 
other an operations officer. The 
audiencc was Vietnamese. 

And the occasion was a lunch­
eon sponsored by the 1st Bat­
talion, Eleventh Marine Regi­
ment, 1st Marine Division for 15 
teachers of Hoa Yang District 
south of Da Nang. 

The guests for the sea food 
platter and rice dinner all were 
students as well as teachers. All 
are a t ten din g daily English 
classes taught by Captain Ludwig 
Shoemaker, a staff officer with 
the artillery battalion. 

His students invited the cap­
tain and his assistant, Corporal 
Edward J. Macht to dinner Jan. 
14. The Mar i n e s reCiprocated 
with an invitation for the Jan. 
21 luncheon at the battalion com­
mcll1d post. 

Following the meal and a social 
haul', thl:! Vietnamese guests in­
vited the battalion commander, 
Licutt'nant Colonel Mark P. Fen­
nessy and his men to sharc thc 
entertainment load. 

"You sing, then we sing for 
you," they explained. 

Th(~ colonel, after considerable 
persuasion, rendered a solo ver­
sion of "Believe Me, If All Those 
Endearing Young Charms." 

Then Captain Peter Drum, also 
or Irish descent, joined him for 
the two numbers from the Auld 
Sod. 

The teachers replied in kind 
with numbers in both English and 
Vietnarnese_ 

Company, 11th Engineer Batta­
lion, began the arduous task. 

"This is really an engineer's 
nightmare," exclaimed Johnsen. 
"On every other job, you build a 
road from scratch; you build up 
a pioneer road then cut your 
drainage ditches. 

"Here you have to do double 
the work. 

"First", said Johnsen, tugging 
at one foot, knee-deep in sucking 
mud, "you have to scrape up all 
this muck, sometimes almost 
three feet deep, down to a fairly 
hard surface." 

"Then," he said, watching a 
lumbering five-ton dump truck 
approach, "you have to come 
back through to put in your fill 
of sand and gravel, sometimes a 
yard thick, to make the roadway. 
It's a real challenge." 

Employing 11 dump trucks and 
a wide variety of tractors, scrap­
ers, tow graders and scoop load­
er vehicles, the engineers set to 
work. 

When the roads are completely 
resurfaced, the engineers will 
come back and cut draina~e 
ditches along the road's edge. 
Footbridges and driveways will 
be built over the ditches where 
"necessary. \ A., 

Certain strip'~f roadway were 
given priority '0\ the work sched· 
ule. When the job is completed, 
the engineers will have resur· 
faced more than six miles of 
road, including one route which 
circles the entire plateau perime­
ter. 

Shark threat 
DA NANG -' A 30-£00t shark 

seen 500 feet from the Marble 
Mountain Ail' Facility be a c h 
posed a threat to Vietnamese 
fishel'men nearby until a UH· 
34D helicopter a t t a c ked und 
drove the monster away. 

Believed to have been a ham­
merhead shark, the fish was 
spotted coming toward the beach 
in an area used by Vietnamese 
rishing sampans. 

The helicopter, cnroute to Phu 
Bai, (57 miles north of Da Nang,h 
was hovering at an altitude of 
500 feet when the fish was 
spotted. 

Climbing to 2,000 feet, the heli­
copter banked to the right and 
made two "strafing" runs driv­
ing the shark to sea. 
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Moving out low and last 
Marines move through rice paddies under heavy fire durillg Operatioll De Soto Jail. 26. 

De Soto was takillg place 15 miles south of Quang Ngai City. (Photo by LCpl. Ron Curry) 

Unit near DMZ worries VC 
By: Cpl. Tom Judge 

DONG HA-"This is the north· 
ernmost area of the Vietnam 
conflict," says Captain J.W. 
Ripley. "There are 400,000 (roops 
behind us," 

Speaking of "L" Company, 
Third Marine Regiment, Ripley 
explained his unit occupies the 
strategic northern positions of 
the "Rockpile," the "Razorback" 
and the hills in between. 

The main body of the com­
pany is well emplaced on a hill 
between the two strategiC posi­
tions with platoon patrol bases 
set up on the Rockpile and the 

Razorback. One squad on the for· 
mer and two on the latter. 

In support of the company on 
the hill are Marine tanks, "On· 
tos", and Slrom and GOmm mol'­
tars. All are given a heavy work­
out daily, firing at predetermined 
points in the surrounding area. 
In addition, the artillery guns at 
nearby Camp Carroll can box in 
the entire company area with 
fire on pre-plotted locations. 

The platoons on the hill Iflain­
tain an effective lookout over 
nearby t err a i n. Names like.­
"Happy Valley" and "lhe En­
chanted Forest" ~elp identify 

Operation T uscalv",~"" 
Navy Hospitalmall Conrad Savoie (left) alld Corpsmall 

Allen Hasselbach give an elderly Vietnamese a he/ping hand 
from a helicopter a/ An Hoa. The villager was evacuated dur­
ing Operation Tuscaloosa for medical treatment. 111 additioll 
to killing 79 Viet Cong during the five-day operation, IstMar­
Div Leathernecks from the 2d BII., Fifth Marines, gave free 
passage /0 freedom /0 over 75 Sowh Vietnamese refugees. 

(Ph% by Cpl. N. B. Call) 
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sectors of observation. 
Corporal David P. Schmoyer 

recently spotted movement in a 
cave on the Razorback from his 
observation post on the hill and 
notified the command post which 
coordinated fire with one of the 
Ontos' on the hill. 

Following the fire mission, a 
patrol later discovered firewood, 
punji stakes, a ladder, enemy 
communications wire, tools, ..and 
a North Vietnaruse manufac­
tured base plate for a 60mm mor­
tar in the 'area. 

The hill also makes an ideal 
location for Third ... Marine .Regi­
ment snipers. 

A road, made passable by Ma­
rine engineers, makes it possible 
for the company to be resupplied 
by truck, In the past, all resupply 
to that area was by chopper. 

The company in its present 
position, poses a severe problem 
to the enemy near the Demili­
tarized Zone-a problem the ene­
my cannot solve, 

Trial by fire 
By: - CpI. Bob Pitner 

DA NANG - Just forward of 
the right door of one of Marine 
Aircraft Group 16's CH·53 "Sea 
Stallion" helicopters is a small 
painted silhouette of a man in 
a large cone-shaped hat. 

I It signifies thc Marine Corps' 
newest helicopter has undergone 
its trial by fire and emerged the 
victor. 

On Jan. 17 the "Sea Stallion" 
of Detachment Alpha, Marine 
Heavy Helicopter Squadron 463 
set out on its first combat mis­
sion, Piloted by Captain Michael 
Wasko the helicopter was to take 
supplies to Navy Seabees in the 
village of Ba To, 40 miles south 
of Chu Lai. 

Lance Corporal Frank Burke, 
mechanic on thc big chopper, 
was surveying the unfamiliar 
countryside em'oute to Ba To 
when he spotted three men run­
ning from a house. They began 
firing at the aircraft. 

"I couldn't believe they were 
actually shooting at me until I 
heard a round hit the tail sec­
tion," he said, "Then 1 got mad 
because they were shooting up 
my airplane and I shot back." 

A burst from his machine gun 
dropped one of the Viet Cong and 
silenced the other two, Soon arter 
their return to the Marble Moun­
tain Air Facility, four miles south 
of Da Nang, the little black .sil­
Aouette 'was painted on the 
chopper. 
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Helicopter completes 
MEDEV AC without 
protection of gunship 

By: GySgt. E.C. Nolen 
CHU LAI-The Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron-

362 chopper crew was on emergency medevac standby at 
Quang Ngai when the call came. 

A Marine shot 'by a Viet Cong sniper lay near death in 
a water-filled rice paddy near Duc Pho, some 20 miles 
away. 

"We were in the air and on our way in a matter of 
seconds," the pilot of the UH-34D 
helicopter, First Leiutcnant .lohn 
F. Longdin Jr. said. 

It took about 20 minutes for the 
KY' lIa-based helicopter to get to 
Duc Pho. 

"As we circled, our chase 
plane, a UH-IE "Hucy" gunship 
from Marine Observation Squad­
l'on-6, strafed the areas surround­
ing the zone where we were to 
pick up the wounded Marine," 
e~plained co-pilot First Lieuten­
ant Frederick K. Jones. 

During one of the gunshilJ'S 
passes, it was hit by Vict Cong 
sniper fire. Losing fuel it had to 
return to Quang Ngal. 

"Without the gunshlll we knew 
we would probably be hit getting 
in and out of the zone," Longdin 
said. 

The helicopter took at least five 
rounds before landing and the VC 
poured round after round into it 
while the wounded Marine was 
being loaded. 

"We were only down a couple 
of minutes, thanks to the fast 
work of Hospital Corpsman Third 

Good shot 
DA NANG-A Viet Cong sniper 

took a lesson from a Marine heli­
copter gunner and paid with his 
life. 

Corporal Jerry Ross was fly­
ing as crew chief in a CH-46A 
"Sea Knight" helicopter of Marine 
Medium Helicopter Squadron-164 
carrying troops to an area 15 
miles southwest of Da Nang. 

On the way into the zone the 
aircraft in front of Ross's re­
ceived lire from a clump of trees 
approximately 600 yards away. 
After ttiey had unloaded their pas· 
sengers the two Marine Aircraft 
Group-16 choppers took off, alert 
for further trouble. 

When the sniper opened up­
again Ross was ready. The 1st 
Marine Aircraft Wing Marine 
answered with a quick burst from 
his .50 caliber machine gun and 
the sniper toppled from the tree 
top. 

Class Maynard Shaw," Jones 
said. "He (Shaw) jumped out of 
th(' helicopter and ran through 
a deadly crossfire to get to the 
wounded Marine, then helped car­
ry him back to the plane." 

Tho ugh the helicopter was 
"shot up", the pilot got it <:Iir­
borne and flew at maximum 
speed to Ky Ha, about 40 miles 
away, to get the wounded Ma­
rines to emergency surgery. 

Name of game 
By: LCll!. R.R. Keene 

CHU LAI - The tired Marine 
Attack Squadron·211 pilot ,tudied 
the bullet holes in the wing of 
his ME "Skyhawk" jet attack 
plane and said, "They (the Viet · 
Cong) were really out to get us 
today. " 

Major John Evens and Major 
Dorsey Page had just returned 
to their home base at Chu Lai, 
Jan. 28, after a successful mis­
sion of destroying a downed heli­
copter at a known Viet Cong 
stronghold 12 miles south of Da 
Nang. 

Evens' plane took several small 
arms rounds during bombing and 
s t r a fin g runs to destroy a 
crippled U.S. helicopter v.~hich 
had been shot down by enemy 
ground fire earlier this week. 
"They didn't have any heavy 
stuff to shoot at us. but we had 
to fly through a hail of small 
arms fire every time we made a 
pass over the helicopter," ex­
plained Evens, flight leader dur­
ing the mission. 

"I didn't get away clean ei­
ther," stated Maj. Page, as he 
painted to a couple of holes in 
the wing of his sleek little attack 
plane. 

"That's the breaks though. We 
expect to take hits on every com­
bat mission. It's part of the 
game," concluded Maj. Evens, 
who has flown 72 combat mis­
sions since coming to Vietnam 
last October. 

During their runs both pilots 
fired out their 20mm cannons and 
dropped all their 250-pound bombs 
on the crippled chopper complete­
ly destroying it. 

Passing the colors 
Col. Fred E. Hayes, Jr., (right) CO, 5th Marines, lst­

MarDiv., receives the regimental colors from LtCol. William 
R. Draper, executive officer, at change 0/ command ceremonies 
lIear Chu Lai. BGell. C. F. Widdecke, Olllgoing regimental 
commander is 1I0W Chief of Staff, FMFPac and was IIl1able 
to be present for the ceremony. III additioll to his duties as 
regimental commallder, Col. Hayes will serve as Chief of 
Staff, Task Force X-Ray. 

River checkpoint 
PFC Thomas A. Puleo 

slands watch on the Tuy 
Loan River, west of Da Nang 
during a two-day search and 
destroy operation. His pla­
toon of "E" Co., 2d Bn., 26th 
Marines. was a blocking force 
on the rivet', checking boats 
and their passengers as they 
passed. (Photo 
by Sgt. Neil J. Broussard) - , 

Medevac pilot 
DA NANG - The CH-46A 

"Sea Knight" pilot was told it 
would be tough getting into the 
zone to pick up the eight wound­
ed Marines. 

"We had already lost one heli­
copter trying to get the men out, 
and if I didn't get in they might 
die," said Major Robert H. Lock­
wood, as he recalled the emer­
gency medevac mission of Jan. 
29. 

"I really had only one choice. 
These were seriously wounded 
Marines so I had to go in," the 
Marine Me diu m Helicopter 
Squadron-165 pilot said. 

As the chopper neared the 
ground it was met by a barrage 
of Viet Cong small arms fire 
knocking out the generator and 
puncturing the main fuel line, 
causing gas to spew throughout 
the olane. 

"We landed and took on the 
wounded in the middle of a rice 
pl:ludy," explained co-pilot Capt. 
John C. Tatum. "[ watched our 
gas needle drop towards empty 
and wondered if we would have 
enough to lift out of the zone," 
he said. 

Unknown to either, a tracer 
round had ignited the gasoline 
coming from th~ broken fuel line. 
Crew members and Marines load­
ing the wounded, put the fire out 
using water from the rice paddy. 

Once airborne, the crippled 
plane made it about nine miles, 
almost to Mo Due, before both 
engines stopped. 

"We were at 1,500 feet so I 
put the craft into auto rotation 
and we settled down nice and soft 
in a rice paddy injuring no one," 
Lockwood said. 

The "chase" helicopter landed 
immediately and the wounded 
Marines and crew members were 
put aboard and returned to Ky 
Ha airstrip . . 

AO's sharp vision 
eliminates 15 VC 

By: Sgt. Mike McKusher 
CHU LAI-The sbarp eyes of a First Marine Division 

aerial observer led to 15 Viet Cong dead yesterday. 
First Lieutenant William A. Barry was flying as an 

observer in a Marine two seater jet when he sighted the 
VC in an open rice paddy, several miles northwest of Chu 
Lai. 

The VC had frozen their movements to avoid detec­
tion. but when the observer air-
craft had the pilot swing in for M d I 
another pass, th~y broke and ran. ea .. ! 

Barry's radio to ground units 
malfunctioned so with his other 
set, he radioed another observer 
aircraft in the area, an OI-"Bird 
dog" piloted by Army captain 
David Antonopolis, 220th Aviation 
Company, to relay the enemy'~ 
position to "L" Battery 11th Ma­
rine Regiment. 

After the artillerymen fired the 
mission, the kills were c\ 'nfirmed 
by body count. 

In other action neal' Chu Lai, 
clements of the Seventh Marine 
Regiment were pressing the at­
tack against strong forces of hard 
core Viet Cong, 15 miles south of 
Quang Ngai City. 

The search and destroy opera­
tion, in its 5th day on Feb. 1, has 
encountered he a v y resistance 
from the VC who have controlled 
the area for several years and 
are well dug in. 

The total cumulative casualties 
to as of Feb. 1 were 37 VC KIA, 
Marine casualties were termed as 
light. 

(Continued From Page 1) 
Cong and effectively silencing an 
automatic weapons position. As 
casualties began to mount, his 
radio operator was wounded. 

"After crawling a consIderable 
distance, and before reaching a 
covered position, the radio opera­
tor was hit a second time and 
could move no further. Realizing 
that the man could not survive 
in the hcavy enemy fire sweeping 
the open ground bctween him and 
thc radiO operator, First Lieu­
tenant Reao;oncr jumped tu his 
feet, shouth.g to the man that 
he would carry him out. He ran 
through tile grazing machine gun 
£ire but was struck and fell 
mortally wounded at his radio­
man's side." 

Frank Stanley Reasoner was 
born at Spokane, Washington. He 
attended grammar schools in 
Washucna, Washington, and in 
Kingston and Kellogg. Idaho. 

..<fu'!':'. 

Feeding a 'cougar' 
LCpl. Joseph W. Daniel (left) finishes feeding 20mm 

cannon ammunition into the glln systems of a TF-9J "Cougar" 
of H&MS-J3, while other members of the Chu Lai-based 
squadron refuel the jet in preparation Jor a combat mission. 
The "Cougar" is used to make damage assessment flights over 
enemy positions; tor aerial recon missions; for airborne tactical 
air coordination; and to provide escorts for helicopters. 

(Photo by Sgt. R. C. Hathaway) 
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'Hat,' say 'hat' 
PFC Tholl"'s Schafer, a rifleman with "F" Co., 2nd Bn., 5th Marines, 1st MarDiv., tries 

his hand at teaching English to a grollp of Vietnamese children at Ben Dall, two miles south­
west of An Hoa. The interpreter, SSgt. Pham Vall Dong (left! translates the words alld helps the 
childrell with the new language. Marines served as security elements tor a country fair operation 
at Ben DCIlI. (Photo by LCpl. J. E. Russell) 

Crew chief saves pilots 
By LCpl. Larry Belcher 

CHU T.:AI-"The helicopter was 
on fire and I knew I had to 
move fast if I was to save the 
pilot and co-pilot," explained 
Lance Corporal Richard Sieloff. 
a Marine Medium Helicopter 
Squadron 262 crew chief. 

The Marine's CH·46A "s e a 
Knight" helicopter had bee n 
downed by intense enemy fire 
during an emergency rescue mhi­
sion near Chu Lai, Jan. 25. 

"Within moments our plane 
burst into flames, trapping all of 
us, including the 15 passengers. 
I rought my way through the 
blazing flames to get outside the 
plane," Sieloff said. 

"Bullets were flying all over 
the place. I went to the front of 
the chopper to check on the pilot 
and co· pilot. They were trapped 
inside the cockpit. Someone had 
to do something, or they wouldn't 

CH-53 helo 
passes test 

DA NANG-On January 25, the 
Marine Corps' latest addition to 
its air arsenal in Vietnam, the 
CH·53 "Sea Stallion" helicopter, 
received its first real test since 
its arrival early last month. 

A UH-34 helicopter's eng i n e 
failed aboard the hospital ship, 
Repose, and a "Sea Stallion" from 
Marine Aircraft Group-16 was 
dispatched to retrieve the downed 
chopper. 

Lieutenant Colonel W 411 i a m 
R. Beeler, oUicer in charge of 
Detachment Alpha, Marine Heavy 
Helicopter Squadron·463, piloted 
the "Sea Stallion." He took orr 
from the Marble Mountain Air 
FaCility, four miles south of Da 
Nang, and flew to the Repose, five 
miles offshore. 

The only problem encountered 
during the flight occurred when a 
line lowered from the large chopp­
er became entangled in some 
netting on the ship and the 
weighted end was lost. Crew 
member Sergeant Frank King. 
found a solution by tying one of 
his boots to the line. 

Thus weighted, the line descend­
ed and the hook-up was made. The 
crippled 9,000 pound UH·34D was 
Iirted without dirriculty and reo 
turned to its home at Marble 
Mountain. 
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have a chance," he said. 
Sieloff couldn't force open the 

jammed forward emergency exit 
bent in the crash. 

Exposing himself to e n e m y 
cross-fires, the Marine Aircraft 
Group 36 Marine knocked a hole 
in the helicopter's plexi-glass 
front with his rifle. In despera­
tion he ripped the m~aterial with 

Memorial Club 
Marines returning to the 

U.S. from Vietnam are in­
vited to make use of thn 
facilities of the Marines 
Memorial Club in San Fran­
cisco. 

For room rates and reser­
vations write to: Marines 
Memorial Club, 609 Sutler 
Street, San Francisco, Cali­
fornia, 94102. 

his bare hands, making a hole 
large enough for the two pilots 
to escape. 

By the time Sielorr had rreed 
the two aviators, another heli­
copter had landed in· the zone to 
rescue the aviators and passen­
gers who had escaped the burn­
ing aircraft. 

While the Marines were 'lown, 
A4E 'lSkyhawk" jertighters from 
Marine Aircrart Group (MAG)· 
12 dropped 250 pound bombs and 
fired 20mm cannons at the VC 
position. _ 

Along with the "Skyhawks", 
several Marine Aircraft Group 
(MAG)·36 UH·1E "Huey" heli­
cop t e r S made strafing runs 
against the Viet Congo 

"My co-pilot, Captain Michael 
Sullivan and I, owe our lives to 
our crew chief," explained the 
grateful pilot, Captain James R. 
Wilkie Jr. 

Right there 
Maj. Charles D. Hatfield shows the hole in the left wing 

of his F-4B Phantom aircraft to his Radar Intercept Officer, 
2dLt. alto T. H. Althoff Ill, during post-flight inspection of 
their aircraft which launched on a scramble from Da Nang 
Airfield. 

II Short Rount/ill 
S bl I signed target when the observa-cram e tion crart reguested we bomb 

the anti-aircraft position," Major 
DA NANG-A late afternoon .Joseph B. Wuertz, pilot or one 

scramble of two F-4B Phantom of the aircraft said 
jets from Marine Fighter Attack . 
Squadron (VMFA)-115 accounted "We made six runs against the 
for 25 Viet Cong killed. five huts gun position, dropping a 500-pound 
destroyed and six damaged eight bomb cach time. The pilot or the 
miles south of Da Nang and ap- observation plane reportcd the 
proximately eight miles inland of target completely destroyed," he 
the Hoi An River. said. 

On the third pass the lead Continuing on theil' primary 
plane, flown by Major Charles D. mission, the F-4B's dropped an 
Hatfield, sustained a hit in the additional 3,000 pounds or explo­
left wing from small arms fire. sives over Quang Tin, sealing 

entrances to caves used as shelter 
Still carrying half-a-dozen 250- and storage areas by thc enemy. 

lb. bombs, the Major made an­
othcr pass while warning lights 
began flashing in the cockpit. 

His wingman, Captain Robert 
"Dan" Daniels, described thc ma­
jor's last pass as "laying a stick" 
or dropping all six bombs in a 
straight line approximately 40 
yards apart. 

The target area was a VC hut 
concentration ncstled in a bend 
of the river. U.S. Marines on a 
search and destroy mission were 
pinned down by heavy automatic 
weapons fire which ceased after 
the strike. 

Maj. Hatfield, his damaged 
plane streaming hydraulic fluid, 
was unable to lower his landing 
flaps upon return to Da Nang. 
Using the MOREST (Mobile Ar· 
resting) landing gear, he brought 
his aircraft in safely. 

Record 
PHU BAI - "C" Battery, 13th 

Marine Regimcnt, fired 10,000 
'105mm artillcry shells in support 
of other Marine units-in 30 days. 

The battery is firing in support 
of thc 3rd Bn., 26th Marine Regi­
ment which has been battling it 
out with the Viet Cong since De­
cember. 

"A record? Indeed it is," said 
Captain James T. Brackmon, 
b a t1: cry commander. "What's 
more," added Brackmon, "gun 
one, which fired the battery's 
first round for the operation, also 
tired the 10,000th one." 

"Gun one is one of the oldest 
105mm artillery guns in exist­
ence," gun chief Corporal James 
Cloud said. "It's more depend· 
able than any other artillery 
piece I have ever worked with," 
he said. 

The gun barrel was made in 
1943, and has seen act ion in 
World War II, Korea and now 
Vietnam. 

Both 1st Battalion, 13th Regi· 
ment and 3rd Battalion, 26th 
Regiment, formed their ranks at 
Camp Pendleton last July. The 
two units landed in Vietnam just 
a few weeks before the 3rd Ma­
rine Division s-tarted Operation 
Chinook last December. 

Sorties 
CHU LAI-Pilots of Marine 

Figbj.et tt'ack Squadron-323, 1st 
~ ircraft Wing, flew more 
than 20 combat sorties over South 
Vietnam Jan. 30, expending more 
than 34 tons of high explosives. 

F -4B P han torn jets of the 
"Death Rattlers" s qua d ron 
ranged throughout the I Corps 
area, born bin g and strafing 
enemy fortifications with 250 and 
500 pound bombs and rockets. 

In Quang Ngai Province VMFA· 
323 pilots blasted enemy supply 
and food storage areas, bunkers, 
and trenchlines, while other air­
craft of the squadron bombed and 
strafed Viet Cong tunnel systems 
and sniper positions in Quang 
Nam and Quang Tin Provinces. 

Also in Quang Tin, an enemy 
anti-aircraft gun site was de­
stroyed by a flight or two 323 
Phantoms, when a light observa­
tion plane called for the air 
strike. 

"We were en route to an as-

Mud 
DONG IIA - Vietnam's mon­

SOon season brings with it the 
thick, sticky mud which malCes 
life miserable fOl" e vcr yon e. 
Everyone, that is except Privatp 
First Class P.J. Panarclli-onc 
Marine who will always he thank­
rul ror the mud. 

The mud at Ba Long, where his 
Thirteenth Marine Regiment unit 
is dug in, probably saved his life 
while he was digging an ammu­
nition bunker. 

Dig gin g in the ankle·deep 
muck, Panarelli's shovel struck 
a metal object just below the 
t hie k layer or mud. The can­
noneer heard a "pop" and saw 
a puff or smoke signifying a 
"Bouncing Befty," anti-personnel 
mine. 

"I thought it was all over," 
said Panarelli, "but the thick 
mud piled on thc mine prevented 
it from bouncing into the air and 
detonating. " 

The mine was later exploded by 
a demolitions man. 

Sam 
DONG HA - One of the most 

familiar figures at the Fourth 
Marine Regiment headquarters 
the s e days is a dark-haircd, 
seven-year·old Vietnamese young­
ster nicknamed "Sam." 

Sam was "discovered" several 
weeks ago by regim~ntal com­
mander Colonel Alexander D. 
Chereghino during a tour of out­
lying units, when the boy's moth­
er brought him to the colonel with 
a badly burned and inrected lert 
arm. 

Chcreghino took the youngster 
to the regimentpol dispensary, 
clothed him, and then arranged 
for Sam to visit the hospital ship 
Repose for a skin graft and treat­
ment or the infection. 

Following the skin graft, Sam 
returned to the compound where 
he has become a familiar figure 
touring the camp with the regi- .. 
mental medics while his arm 
heals. 

Sam's mother was also flown 
by helicopter to the camp for a 
reunion with her son. She was 
to I d how to care for Sam'S 
bW'ned arm when he returns 
home. 

Strike 
DA NANG - Two Marine F-SE 

Crusadel jets from Marine All­
Wcather Fighter Squadron-232 hit 
an enemy troop concentration 
killing 15 Viet Cong. 

The pilots, on a direct air sup­
port mission 44 miles south of 
Chu Lai caught the enemy in a 
box canyon while supporting Op­
eration DeSoto. 

Major Frank P. Williams and 
his wingman Captain Don A. 
Brigham received heavy auto­
matic weapons fire during their 
four passes over the troop con­
centration but neither plane was 
hit. 

On the first and second runs 
the Leatherneck pilots dropped 
2,000 pound bombs and rollowed 
with strafing runs firing 20 milli­
meter cannons. 



And one for you 
LCpl. William E. McGill, 2d Bn., 11th Marines, 1stMar­

Div., adds to the civic action program of Dooiy COllnty, 
Georgia residents as he passes out candy to the youngsters of 
Tien Sling hamlet. McGill was one of several Marines who 
distribllted clothing donated by Georgians to villagers at Ky 
Khllong Province. (Photo by PFC W. A. Porter) 

Prairie J ends-
(Conllnued From Page 1) 

To say both factions and those in between acquited themselves 
admirably is an understatement. That they did is attested bY the 
fact that the long-expected North Vietnamese monsoon offensive 
never materialized. 

Instead, entire North Vietnames~ units were smashed in many 
battles to small fragmented groups that were unable to mount any 
sizeable offensive action. 

Deciding factors were air power, and artillery that reached out 
for miles to blast troop movements, and provide support for Marine 
units searching for the enemy. 

One of the big battles took place Aug. 8-9, just five days after the 
operation began. A reconnaissance patrol contacted an enemy force 
and radioed for reinforcements. 

A platoon from "E" Company, Fourth Marine Regiment 
lUted in. Several hours later they wel'e battling an estimated 
tallon of North Vietnamese. 

Captain Howard Lee took command of the IInft, and led it to a 
decisive victory over a numerically superior force. Lee and most 
of his .men were wounded during the night-long battie, but still 
managed to Inflict heavy casualties on their attackers. 

Then thcre was the battle for Gia Binh and An Dinh in the 
coastal flatlands. 

The 1st Battalion, Twenty-Sixth Regimcnt, newly-arrived in 
country, fought fOllr days to take these North Vietnamese strong­
holds. They kUled more than 150 enemy soldiers in Ihe heavily· 
fortified villages that even air strikes, naval gunfire and artillery 
couldn't penetrate. 

These were the "green" troOI)S, conducting themselves like 
veterans, fighting like Marines have always (ought, in one of the 
fiercest battles of the war. 

Another battle reminiscent of the island hopping campaigns or 
World War II was the fight for hill 484. 

Captain J.J. Carroll's "K" Company, Fourth Marine Regiment 
measured its gains in inches as it wrested control of a strategic piece 
of high ground from anothcr numerically superior force. 

For three days the unit lought its way up the slopes in same of 
the densest jungle Imaginable. They threw countless air and artil­
lery strIkes, fired hundreds of rocket rounds, and hurled thousands 
of grenades at hundreds of well-entrenched enemy troops. When 
the smoke cleared, the Marines had the hIgh ground. 

Prairie ended Jan. 31, six months after it began. 
The next day Operation Prairie II began. 

'Swing sling' retrievers 
By: CpJ. Dan Lubell 

PHU BAI-A Huey gun ship was down in the impenetrable jungle 20 miles north­
west of Phu Bai last month. 

There was no way to lift it off quickly or move in a unit of troops, before the Viet 
Cong in the area could strip the ship clean of its six M-60 machine guns and air-to­
ground rockets. 

Time was running out when two Marines from "H" Company, 2nd Battalion, Ninth 
Marines, volunteered to be inserted by sling to dismantle the weapons for a lift out_ . 

Corporal John Henly and Cor­
poral Dave Clementson had made 
30 or more helicopter landings 
on search and destroy missions, 

Navy Unit 
Commendation 

MaJ'ine Composite Reconnais­
sance Squadron One has been 
awarded the Navy Unit Com­
mendation by the Secretary of 
the Navy. 

The squadron was cited for its 
outstanding heroism in action 
against the enemy while conduct­
ing special operations in support 
of U.S. Navy and Air Force strike 
and reconnaissance efforts over 
North Vietnam from April 17 to 
November 1, 1965. 

The Secretary of the Navy also 
announced that all personnel at­
tached to and serving with Marine 
Composite Reconnaissance Squad­
ron One during that period, or 
any part thereof, are authorized 
to wear the Navy Unit Commend­
ation Ribbon. 

The citation accompanying the 
award stated in part: 

" ... The courageous and pro­
fessional manner in which each 
m iss ion was accomplished 
inspired confidence in the minds 
of those being supported and de­
veloped a keen and genuine sense 
of admiration for an extremely 
dedicated squadron. The superb 
reputation associated with Marine 
C6rn..posite Reconnaissance Squad­
ron One is di~ectly attributtlble to 
the untiring efforts of every proud 
member and epitomizes the finest 
traditions of the Marine Corps 
and.,united SJates Naval Sej:.vice." 

New VMFA-323 CO 
CHU LAI-Lieutenant Colonel 

Gordon H. Keller assumed com­
mand of Marine Fighter Attack 
Squadron-323 during _ceremonies. 

He replaced Lieutenant Colonel 

but never been inserted by sling. 
It \\;'as a strange feeling to be 
lowered into the dense canopy not 
knowing if the enemy was waiting 
below. 

There were no VC at the site, 
and the pair quickly found the 
Huey and set to work dismantl­
ing the weapons. It was slow 
work because th('y had to take 
turns keeping watch so they 
would not be taken by surprise. 

The chopper hovering above 
radioed that it had to go back 
to refuel. 

guns, while from the other gun 
port Clementson cut loose. 

Their firc power was so intense 
the aUacking force broke and 
fled. 

The two Marine volunteers re­
turned to their work getting the 
weapons ready to be lifted out. 
They were sure the VC would be 
back, and continued to watch the 
small patch of sky s how i n g 
through the dense ovcrhcad cano­
py. Several times they heard 
movement in the jungle and 
opened up with full automatic 

. fire. 
Later. Henly heard movement Suddenly the c hop pCI' reap-

in the nearby jungle. Knowing peared. Quickly the sling was 
that there were Viet Cong in low0red, weapons picked up, and 
the area he opened up full blast the two Marines flown back to 
with one of the ship's machine safety. 

Chemical available 
for immersion foot 
By SSgt. Norman MacKenzie The chemical preventive is ap­
PHU BAl-Third Marine Divi- plied twice a day when Marines 

sion units participating in Opera- are slogging through rice pad­
tion Chinook completed their first dies and other wet areas, which 
mass use of silicone, a new is much of the time. 
chemical which helps prevent dis- Since Marines often depend 
abilities caused by constant wet upon their feet for transportation, 
feet. it was necessary to devise pro­

More than 900 Leathernecks tective measures against wet foot 
were taught use of the medica- problems that plagued them. 
tion by Navy doctor Ted D. A number of compounds were 
&ross. . tested at the Naval Medical 

Gross set up a foot clinic to Field Research Laboratory at 
thwart the many cases of "im- Camp Lejeune, and silicone was 

found to be the best substance 
rnersion foot" caused by long ex- to keep water from penetrating 
posure in ~ the monsoon-soaked the skin. 
jungles. Silicone comes in one and one-

Marines were brought in by half ounce tubes and it takes a 
squads. They washed and dried quarter of an ounce to protect 
their feet, applied silicone and each foot. It doesn't produce any 
put on new dry socks. sensitizing effects because it isn't 

Socks must be worn after ap- a drug. 

A. W. Talbert, who had command­
ed the "Death Rattlers" since 
last July. 

............,---

plication of silicone. If not, the "We know silicone works," said 
substance will attract s:::md and Gross. "The important thing now 
dirt which will cause another foot is to let everybody know it's 
injury known as abrasion foot. available and to use it properly." ---- ~==============~==~ 

Waiting for the Viet Cong 
1 st Division Marines sit in their blocking position near the Tuy Loan River, while other 

Leathernecks sweep the Hoi Vuc valley during a search and destroy operation near Da Nang. 
The men, members at "E" Co., 2d Bn., 26th Marines are: PFC Thomas C. lanes and Cpl. Gary 
E. Campbell. (Photo by Sgt. N. I. Broussard) 
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Decorations and· awards 
Silver Star 

DONG HA-For his heroic ac­
tions and exposing himself to 
heavy enemy fire while destroy­
ing a Viet Cong rnachincgun 
team, Corporal James Q. Honey­
cutt was awarded the Silver Star 
Medal. 

During the opf'ration in the Ap 
Ba area on Oct. 22, 1966, Honey­
cutt was a firc team leader in 
the point !;quad on a sweep and 
clear mission with "G" Co., Third 
Marine R('giment. 

Moving across a rice paddy 
toward a hamlet he saw a group 
of Viet Cong in the village. The 
Marine squad openNl fire, driv­
ing the VC to a nearby hill, and 
continued the sweep until it was 
pinned down by heavy small 
arms and machinegun fire. 

From his position Honeycutt 
could see his squad taking casu­
alties from the gun. With six 
Mar i n e s of the point squad 
wounded, the firc team leader 
made a one·man assault on the 
VC position, 

"I knew I had to knock out 
that machinegun or it would wipe 
out the who I c ~quad," said 
Honneycutt, 

Advancing to within yards of 
the machinegun, Honeycutt threw 
a grenade, ki.lling one of the VC 
manning the gun. He then rushed 
the position and killed the other 
VC with his rifle, The corporal 
then turned the weapon On the 
fleeing enemy, saving his squad 
from further casualties. 

• " * 
Bronze Star 

DONG HA - Lance Corporal 
Eugene D. Donovan was awarded 
the Bronze Star Medal. 

He was cited for his actions as 
a fire tcam leader with "G" Co., 
Third Marine Regiment during 
Operation Kern in Quang Nam 
Province Oct. 22. 1966. 

WhHe on 8 sweep and clear 
mission, Donovan's com pan y 
came under intense small arms 
and machinegun fire, w h i c h 
pinned one platoon down in a rice 
paddy. 

Donovan and his platoon ser­
geant ran 50 yards through an 
open rice paddy to aid a wound­
ed Marine, and carry him back 
to medical aid. 

Donovan then made repeated 
trips through the intense fire un· 
til all wounded were back with 
the corpsman. He then returned 
to his fire team and directed 
fire on the enemy. 

* * ,,: 
Navy Commendation 

CHU LAI-Augustine Lara, 3rd 
Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Marine 
Division was presented the Navy 
Commendation Medal with com­
bat "V" during ceremonies at 
Headquarters, 3rd Bn., 5th Marine 
Regiment, 

Lara earned the award during 
operations against the enemy in 
the Republic of Vietnam on July 
18, 1966, while serving as a pla­
toon sergeant with "L" Co., 3rd 
Bn., 5th Marine Regiment. 

During a two platoon night 
patrol in Quang Tri Province, 
Lara's unit made contact with an 
enemy force which immediately 
inflicted seven casualties on the 
patrol hy heavy volumes of ma­
chine gun fire. 

While his platoon commander 
was calling in mortar fire, Lara 
took the initiative and maneu­
vered the patrol to more advan­
tageous firing positions. 

In positioning his mcn, he re­
peatedly exposed himself to in­
tense automatic weapons fire by 
crawling across open areas in an 
attempt to locate the enemy rna· 
chine gun positions, 

According to his citation, "By 
exhibiting a high degree of per­
sonal courage and presence of 
mind under devastating enemy 
fire, Lara rallied his men and 
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inspired all who observed him." 
The medal was presented by 

Colonel Fred Haynes, Chief of 
Staff, Task Force X·ray and com­
manding officer, 5th Marine Regi­
ment. 

=:: 

Navy Commendation 
DA NANG-Corporal Frederick 

R. Engleman II, was presented 
the Navy Commendation Medal 
with Combat "V" by Major Gen­
(.'ral Louis B. Robertshaw, com­
manding general, 1st Marine Air­
craft Wing. 

Engleman, a member of Marine 
Medium Helicopter Squadron-l64, 
was cited for his actions on July 
15 whcn the helicopter in which 
he was flying as gunner was in­
volved in a colli~ion with anothcr 
aircraft. 

Thc Marine Aircraft Group-16 
Marine assisted in rescuing two 
Marines who werc trapped un­
derneath the aircraft. Despite 
leaking fuel that threatened to 
explode, Engleman not only aid­
ed in saving the Marines, he also 
helped r e c 0 vel' weapons and 
equipment from the downed 
chopper. 

After he had been evacuated, 
he volunteered to return to the 
crash scene with a maintenance 
salvage crew. When his aircrart 
came under enemy fire, Engle­
man provided suppressive fire 
with his own rifle. 

The citation cited his "excep­
tional devotion to duty" and 
courageous actions under fire, 

* '" * 
Navy Commendation 

KY HA - Four members of 
Marine Medium He I i cop t e r 
Squadron (HMM)-363, 1st Marine 
Aircraft Wing, were awarded 
Navy Commendation Medals re­
cently, during ceremonies at Ky 
Ha, Vietnam. 

Receiving the awards wel'e: 
Captain Ronald W. Rensch. First 
Lieutenant Richard L. Basinger, 
Sergeant Aaron D. Thomassen, 
and Corporal Ronald T. Tush­
kowski. .. 

The four were the 'crew of" a 
UH-34D "chopper" of HMM-363, 
flying medical evacuation and re­
supply missions, when their plane 
was forced down ncar Dong Ha, 
Sept. 18. 1966, during Operation 
Hastings. 

As Capt. Rensch brought the 
plane into a zone, enemy forces 
poured intense fire into the area, 
damaging the craft and forcing 
the pilot to "shut down" in the 
zone. 

Despite heavy enemy small 
arms and mortar fire, the captain 
and his crew quickly began re­
pairs to get the craft airborne 
again. 

For nearly an hour the four 
labored while Marine ground 
forces and UH-lE "Huey" heli-

copters provided covering fire. 
With repairs completed, Capt. 

Rensch and his crew rcboal'ded 
the plane and lifted from the 
zone, "skillfully maneuvering" to 
avoid enemy firc. 

Lieutenant Colonel Kenneth F. 
Huntington, Commanding Officer 
of IlMM-363. cited the Marines 
for their "professional ~ kill, 
presence of mind under firc and 
devotion to duty. 

':' ':: ::: 

Cross of Gallantry 
DONG llA - Captain Adolf P. 

Sgambclluri was awarded the 
Victname~(' Cross of Gallantry 
with Silver Star during Cl'J"pmo­
nics held at Hue. 

SgambE'lluri, intelligence offi­
ceI' with the :lrd Marines. 31'd 
Marine Division, was pn.'scnted 
the award for his actions while 
serving a~ commanding officer, 
"G" Company, Twenty-Sixth Ma­
rines, during Operation Pawncc 
III. 

The operation was conducted in 
the Phu Loc District about 20 
miles south of Phu Bai. 

Oil stains 
betray VC 
DONG HA-Oil stains on his 

clothing betrayed a Viet Cong to 
Marines of 1st platoon, "K" Co., 
Third Marines durIng a recent 
village sweep. 

Two squads of the platoon, ac­
companied by a squad of Viet­
namese Regional Farces were 
conducting a sweep near the vil­
lage of Fu Ton, located along 
Route 9 south of the Rockpile. In 
their search of the village, they 
discovered a Russian bolt-action 
carbine. _ 

Finding the owne.r proves to 
be simple, One of the villagers 
was discovered with oil stains on 
his clothing as if he had just 
finished cleaning the weapon. He 
had b1!en unable to evade· the 
Marines when they entered the 
village. 

New MAG-13 CO 
CHU LAI - Colonel Dan H. 

Johnson assumed command of 
Marine Aircraft Group 13 during 
ceremonies Feb. 5. 

He replaced Colonel Douglas D. 
Petty, Jr., who has been reas­
signed as assistant chief of staff 
(G-3). 1st Marine Aircraft Wing. 
Petty commanded the group since 
Aug. 15. 1966. 

Johnson joined the 1st Marine 
Aircraft Wing July 31, 1966 and 
previously served as assistant 
chief of staff (G-1) for the wing 
before assuming his present com­
mand. 

Helping hand 
A injured Marine is helped by Marines and Navy Corps­

men across a river during an operation west of Da Nang, Jan, 
27. Marines are members of the 2d Bn., FOllrth Marines, 
istMarDiv. (Photo by LCpl. J. L. McClory) 

9th Marines snipers 
use long range rifle 

By: SSgt. T. A. Kraak 
..DA NANG-Although the Marine Corps has had snip­

ers ever since John Paul Jones sailed the seas during The 
Revolutionary War, new employment of snipers is being 
developed in Vietnam. 

Master Sergeant Donald L. Reineke, non-commissioned 
officer in charge, 9th Marine Regimental Sniper Teams 
said, "we have to start from scratch here, and train our 
scout-sniper to function effective­
ly under present day conditions." 

One of the newer innovations 
being used in the Ninth Marine 
area is a long range automatic 
weapon equipped with a sniper 
scope. Recently, the gun was em­
ployed to pin down and hold a 
group of Viet Cong until an infan­
try unit, operating in the area, 
could surround the position and 
capture the entire Viet Cong unit. 

for rifle fire, so we observed and 
reported their activity, Then we 
set up the long range gun and 
penetrated their area of activity. 
The next day we observed no ac­
tivity in that area." 

The overall success of the 
scout-snipers must include more 
than "confirmed kills." Daily 
sightings of Viet .cong activity 
are reported to regiment. As a 
result, infantry squads and com­
panies have been able to engage 
the enemy. 

What effect has the use of this 
long-range weapon had on the 
Viet Cong? "For 35 to 40 days," 
related Reineke, "our scout-snip­
ers observed Viet Cong activity 
in the vicinity of their position. 
They were too far out of range 

----,-,--'-

The average daily sightings 
turned in by the scout-sniper 
team is 10 to 15 Viet Cong, al­
though sometimes many more 
are sighted and reported. 

~-

Vietnam out-patients at County Fair 
Over 400 children of Ben DOli hamlet line lip for a qllick check by doctors and corpsmen of the 2d Bn., Fifth Marines, 1st 

Marine Division, eIllring a colI~ty fair op~ration, lal!' 16, 3(1 miles southwest of Da Nang. 



A leader of men 
Capt. R. E. Maresco, a Marine company commander, 

·led his mell dllring sevel! hOllrs of bitter fighting Jan. 26 dllring 
the first fire-fight of Operatiol! De SOlO. His every move w(ls 
hampered by heavy enemy fire from all sides. 

Memorial services 
for Deckhouse-Five 

By: Cpl. Russell R. lIurley 

CAMP SCHWAB, Okinawa -
"Gentlemen we will." 

Thus Major James L. Day, 
Commander of the First Batta­
lion, Ninth Marine Regiment 
stressed to the congregation the 
pledge made to battalion Marines 
who had died lighting in the Re­
public of Vietnam. 

Day was speaking at memorial 
servic~s Jan. 30 for seven men 
who had been killed on Operation 
Dcckhousc-fivc, the first large 
American campaign in the Me­
kong River Delta. 

The battalion had spearheaded 
the largest amphibious operation 
of the Vietnamese war as 4,000 
U.S. and Vietnamese Marines in­
vaded the Communist sanctuary. 

"A few weeks ago," Day begun 
his address, "We gathered here 
at Camp Schwab to honor those 
members of this battalion who 
had fallen in combat over a fif­
teen month period." 

·1I'foday wc add seven mo(c 
names to that list. We made a 
promise to them at that time. 
T~at we of the First Battalion, 
Nmth 'Marines would carryon in 
their absence." 

"Gentlemen we will." 
"Eternal Father," M a l' i n e s 

bowed their heads as Battalion 
Chaplain LCdr. T. McDermot~ 
prayed, "We pause ... remem-
bering ... honored dead ... of 
our ... battalion ... dedicated 
their lives .... services of .. 
their country." 

2/5 change 
DA NANG-Lieutenant Colonel 

MaHett C. Jackson Jr. a veteran 
of 24 years Marine Corps service, 
assumed command of the 2nd 
Battalion, Fifth Marine Regi­
ment, 1st Marine Division, Jan. 
31. 

He replaces Lieutenant Colonel 
W. C. Airheart who has com­
manded the battalion since last 
October. Airheart returned to the 
United States where he will be 
assigned to Headquarters, Fleet 
Marine Force, Atlantic, at NOl'­
folk, Va. 

New 2/1 CO 

Seven more had negotiated the 
highest of costs in battle and now 
the mornful notes of taps echoed 
threw the chapel and solemn 
minds, giving permission (or in­
finite sleep. 

Three VC 
try ambush 

PHY BAl - It isn't often the 
Viet Cong escape an artillery 
barrage and then try to aI1),bush 
you. 

They tried it two weeks ago in 
the mushy rice paddies 27 miles 
north of Phu Bai during Opera­
tion Chinook. But Corporal Bruce 
Krag spoiled their plans and 
killed three of the six. 

Krag was one oC four Marines 
of the Twenty-Sixth Regiment 
guarding an observation post just 
outside their battalion perimeter. 

"I was looking over the area," 
said Krag, "when I saw six Viet­
namese walking from a tree line 
towards our position. I watched 
awhile to assure they were car­
rying weapons." 

The "1" Co. squad leader 
quickly called artillery <m the 
enemy's location. 

"When the barrage let up, 1 
could see three men running back 
into the tree line," Kl'ag said. 
"1 thought all of them had fled, 
because I couldn't see them any· 
more," added Krag. 

He an.d his men then relaxed, 
settled down and began to eat 
their chow. 

"I had just handed the binocu­
lars to one oC the other men when 
I saw three figures walking up 
behind us. One of them was car· 
rying a rather long object in his 
arms," Krag recalled. 

Krag quickly picked up his 
weapon and let loose with a burst 
of firc, killing the three VC. 

One of the three intruders was 
a woman. Cradled in her arms 
was a French-made submachine­
gun. The others had carbines, 
grenades and other combat gear. 

Farrell for May 
CHU LAI-Major Frederick L. 

Y oling man keeps promise 
to bring Marine rescue force 

By Sgt. Mike McCusker 

CHU LAT-The youth climbed above the jungled 
valley. He turned for a moment and looked back 
at the tiny cluster of huts where he had left his 
young wife and son, his pal'ents, his brothers and 
sislers. 

" I will come back," he promised silently. "I'll 
bring the Marines to lead all of you safely from 
thc valley to where there are no Viet Cong to harm 
you. " 

For a brief second he remembered with bitler· 
ness his time as a captive of the VC breaking his 
back in forced labor. Then he turned to the east 
and crossed the mountains to the sea . . . 

A few days later, "A" Company, 1st Battalion, 
Fifth Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division 
Leathernecks splashed across the murky rice pad­
dies on a gloomy, rainy . morning. 

The column passed a water buffalo and quietly 
snaked into the mountains, following an ancient 
trail over misty ridges and through jungled valleys. 

Guiding the Marines, tbe young Vietnamese was 
keeping a promise to his family. 

Watching him, First Lieutenant Arthur Blades, 
company commander, wasn't quite ready to trust 
his guide. The 25-year-old officer thought the Viet­
namese might be leading them into a trap. The 
youth's disappearance the previous day added to 
Blades' suspicions. 

He claimed to be a former prisoner of the VC 
when he first appeared at the Ly Tin District 
Headquarters near Chu Lai a week before. He said 
that he crossed the mountains to rescue his family 
from Viet Cong control. 

Ly Tin said they would help and "A" Company 
was given the job. 

Blades and his men had been ready to move out 
but at the last minute the Vietnamese couldn't be 
found. When the whole thing was just about to be 
called off, he showed up with the explanation of 
visiting a close relative and now, 24 hours later 
than planned, the company was on the march. 

Maybe he was tellJng the truth, or maybe he was 
VC and had slipped o[f to warn his friends and sct 
up 311 ambush in one or the narrow ~valleys .that 
could so easily become death traps. 

Blades knew his men lelt the same way. They 
were combat-hardened, tough and wary, never lully 
trusting anyone or anything. They understood his 
desite for silence and werm ready-... lor trouble U 
thlJir guide wasn't what he pretended to be. 

Late in the afternoon, tormented by rain and 
a cold wind, the column reached the valley. It was 
quiet except for the sound of a river ahead and 
the wind whispering in the trees of the jungle trail. 
. The ,pOint squad stopped at a clearing for a quick 
InSpectIOn before exposing themselves. 

Across a stretch of rice paddy, intersected by 
the now visible river, three thatched huts were 
almost hidden by trees and tall grasses. 

The young guide nodded excitedly; this was the 
home of his family. 

The Marines started across the paddy and 
crossed ~he river on a small handbridge as a young 

woman holding a baby emeJ'ged fl'om one of the 
huts. 

Watching the Vietnamese as he gl'eeted the wo­
man, Blades saw she was the man's wife. More 
people came from the huts and they crowded 
around the young couple, laughing and talking all 
at once. 

Some of the tension relaxed. They hadn't been 
hit coming in and these IJCopie were undoubtedly 
the young man's famJly. 

"Tell them "'e will take them out of the valley 
in the morning," Blades told an interpreter. "We'll 
also help them carry their belongings." 

It rained almost all night and a couple of 10caJ 
guerrillas threw grenades and fired rifles, but were 
quickly chased oCr. The morning was gray but the 
rain had stopped fol' awhile and everybody was 
ready to leave. 

The walk back was like an exodus. 
The family, totaling 14, left nothing behind for 

the VC; their pigs and chickens, rice and betel nut 
were all carried out. .. 

Marines hefted bags of grain on their shoulders 
while others attempted to master the delicate 
balance of heavy rice baskets and cages for the 
animals on opposite ends of long bamboo poles. 

All hope for a stealthy return through the 
mountains was shattpl'ed with the first step. The 
squealing pigs could be heard in the next three 
valleys, the, chicken~ squawked, and the family 
kept a runmng banter of chatter the entire trip. 

Nobody was surprised when the first snipers 
opened up. 

They didn't start shooting untIl the group 
rcached a wide, rain-swollen river with a fast, 
tricky current. 

A burly Marine grabbed a rope and waded to the 
opposite shore In neck-deep water. He held the line 
taut as other Marines scrambled across to lend a 
hand, 

The children were the first to cross, riding piggy­
~ack on th~ shoulder!' of Marines. Splashing. chok-
109 from hny arms wrapped tightly around their 
necks and struggling hand over-hand on the rope 
against the rapid current, the Leathernecks de­
posited their "passengers" safely on the other side. 

Then came the pigs and chickens, screaming 
dislike for the water. 

Sniper fire hit the end of the column just as the 
elders were "ferried" across. The VC were quickly 
run. off by answering fire and charging, angry 
MarInes. 

A few more snipers arrived and threw in some 
wild rounds, then the towel as more answering fire 
chopped up trees and hedgerows. 

The group was left alone after that and the 
menacing ridges werp crossed without incident. 

As they descended the last mountain, relief 
nooded through Blades' weary body, and he paused 
ror a second to look at the man he now trusted_ 

The Vietnamese walked ahead of his ramily. His 
wife, carrying his son, was directly behind. 

There was a hint of pride in the man's walk. He 
had led his family to salety, and they no longer had 
to live in fear. 

DA NANG, Vietnam, Feb. 1 -
Lieutenant Colonel M. M. Hew­
lett, assumed command o( the 
2nd Battalion, First Marines, 1st 
Marine Division Feb. 1. in cere­
monies at the battalion command 
post 12 miles south or DaNang. 

Farrell, Jr., assumed command 
of Marine Fighter Attack Squad-
ron VMFA-542 Feb. 3. PIGGY B1CK-A L~atherneckfrom "A:' Co., 1st Bn., Fifth Marines, carries a small girl 

He replaced Lieutenant Colonel acro.ss a ram-swoll.en fiver. R esclfmg a famIly of refugees from Viet Cong control, the Marines 
Donald L. May, who has eom- femed all 14, their domestIc ammals and bags of grain across the river. 
manded the squadron since July -'-~, ___ ,-"':"' ___ :""''':'::'':'::'''':'''':'''':':::::''==-'::'::~-=:'~~:::''=''::::~=''':':2:':''' _________ _ 
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Sea-going howitzers 
bang Mekong Delta 
By: MSgt. G.E. Wilson 

DA NANG - Six 43·ton amphi· 
bious howitzers ploughed through 
the placid waters of the South 
China Sea, their cannons belch­
ing nrc in unison at a tangle of 
mangrove swamps and tree lines 
along the sandy beach. 

Behind them waves of amphi· 
bious tractors rocked in the wake, 
their steel bodies crammed with 
Marines waiting to bUl'st out of 
the hatch as they ground up on the 
sand. 

Enemy machineguns sent tiny 
spouts of waleI' leaping around 
the first wave of howitzers as 
they continued to fire. 

Navy. Marine Corps and Ail' 
Force aircraft screamed down 
ahead of the landing force while 
naval gunfire whistled overhead 
into the landing zqne. 

For the Marines ready to storm 
ashore in the Mekong Delta, Jan. 
4 it was a classic landing. And 
for the men of the 1st Armored 
Amphibian Company, 1st Marine 
Division it was a historic mo­
ment. 

For the first time in modern 
warfare the amphibious 105mm 
howitzers had fulfilled the mis· 
sian for which they were de­
signed-to lead an amphibious 
landing into an enemy held 
beach. 

Tuscaloosa 
DA NANG-The multi·company 

search and destroy operation was 
over and the weary Marines of 
the 2nd Battalion, Fifth Marine 
Regiment, were headed home. 

Crossing through the relatively 
open terrain three miles north 
of An Boa, the Marines complet­
ing Operation Tuscaloosa were 
suddenly met by a barrage of 
Viet Cong mortar and small arms 
fire. 

They had finally closed with 
the enemy, estimated to be a 
reinforced company of Viet Congo 

Immediate action kept Marine 
casualties light, while the 
Leathernecks accounted for 79 
confirmed Viet Cong kills and 
two captured. 

At the start of the battle, on 
the third day of the operation, 
Marine air and artillery were 
called into action. Twenty·three 
of the VC were killed by air 
strikes. 

Captured weapons inc Iud e d 
three automatic rifles, two Chi· 
Com sub-machineguns, three Chi­
nese assault rifles, three bolt ac­
tion rifles, a carbine, and num· 
erous grenades and ammuni­
tion. 

Marines of "F" and "H" Com­
panies also aided 75 South Viet­
namese refugees in fleeing the 
area. 

Marine casualties for the five­
day operation were light. 

Before the 10 day operation was 
completed the platoon of "How 
Sixes", as the Marines affection- I 
ally caB tht'ir floating al'lil1t'I'Y 
pieces, had been cl't'dited with 20 
Viet Cong killed and a machine­
gun nest on the beach destroyed. 

Designed to provide continous 
artillery ~upport for the landing 
forces, th(' How Sixes did just 
that in the Delta. Platoon lE'ad· 
cr, First Lieutenant Stanley E. 
Cottle said execution of the mis­
sion was almost perfect. 

From LSTs the How Sixes 
splashed out into the sea off the 
Thanh Phu Peninsula, 58 miles 
~outhwest of Saigon. 

Called the "secret area of Viet­
nam," the fist-shaped peninsula 
was bordered and crisscrossed by 
rivers, their banks choked with 
thick mangrove swamps. The 
enemy had enjoyed immunity and 
a free hand in the area fol' 20 
years prior to the landing. 

Cottle and his platoon sergeant, 
Gunnery Sergeant Charles J. 
Hoke guided the How Sixes into 
the beach from their command 
tractor vehicle. 

Once on the beach the amphibi· 
ous- -howitzers resumed their role 
as fixed artillery, firing support 
missions as the amphibious trac­
tors swung open their hatches to 
leave off platoons of riflemen, 

The 1st Battalion, 9th Marine 
Leathernecks quickly moved in­
land to find and destroy the Viet 
Congo 

From their beachhead positions 
the How Sixes continued to lend 
support during the ten day op­
eration. According to Cottle the 
guns fired about 100 rounds as 
their first wave went into the 
beach. 

At the end of the Qperation the 
Marine BLT had cleaned out a'n 
enemy training area, uncovered 
a Viet Cong hospital, grenade 
factory and captured several tons 
of cement, rice and many Viet 
Cong weapons. .. 

449 • sort.es 
CHU LAI-A·4 "Sky hawk" jets 

of Marine Aircraft Group-12, 1st 
Marine Aircraft Wing, flew 449 
combat sorties over South Viet­
nam from Jan. 29·Feb. 1. 

The Chu Lai·based planes from 
Marine Attack Squadrons-121, 211, 
and 311 rained more than 475 
tons of explosives on a variety of 
tar get s during the four·day 
period. 

Using bombs, rockets and can­
non fire, MAG-12 pilots destroyed 
147 structures, damaged an addi­
tional 103, and knocked out two 
bridges. 

Additional hits included four 
enemy bunkers destroyed and foul' 
others damaged, two sampans 
sunk and four damag~d, eight 
supply routes cut, and two auto· 
matic weapon positions destroyed. 

Wet Marine ... dry weapon 
LCpl. William Markavieh keeps his weapon high and dry 

as he wades across a rain-swollen stream du,;ng an operation 
west of Da Nang. (Photo by LCpl. I. L. Me Clory) 
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A wounded lieutenant from F Co., 2nd BII./ 26th Marines is evacuated by his men following 
a firefight during Operation Independence approximately 18 miles sOlllhwest of Da Nang. . 

(Photo by Sgt. Bob Bowen, Leatherneck Magazine) 

Foxtrot won't soon forget 
village of Minh Tan (2) 

By: Sgt. Bob Bowen 
Leatherneck Magazine 

DA NANG-It will be some time before Marines of Foxtrot 2d Battalion, 26th 
Marines forget the village of Minh Tan (2) ... that is, if the yever forget. 

Operation Independence was .in its sixth day and Foxtrot was pushing north, head· 
ing for another village, another thriving metropolis, bordered on one side by a rice 
paddy, on the other by the Song Vu Gia River. There would be huts to search and 
bomb shelters to give the once over. Nothing new to the men of Foxtrot. 

Hotel 2/4 was entering the village from the west, along the river, when the first 
shoe rang out. The VC fire was 
overpowering and Hotel was 
forced to withdraw with their 
casua1ties. Foxtrot waited. . 

Jet aircraft were called on sfa· 
tion and after they had done their 
bit, Foxtrot moved out, across 
1,000 meters of rice paddy and 
into the village of Minh Tan (2). 
Charlie waited. . . underground. 

When the Marines had ad­
vanced about bal£way through the 
village, a hedgerow erupted in a 

The battle went on for 45 
minutes, but finally Charlie Cong 
went back underground to lick 
his wounds. Foxtrot withdrew to 
the paddy to evacuate their 
wounded. 

Fresh troos arrived. Four Cli-
46 Sea Knights, loaded to the gills 
with Marines, landed in the pad­
dy and deposited their gifts. Fox­
trot gave a sign of relief. 

More air strikes were called 

in and Foxtrot and the fresh Ma­
rines stormed back into the viI-­
lage. Foxtrot took no more casu­
alties, even though darkness was 
setting in and Charlie Cong de­
finetely had the advantage. 

More than 15 VC were killed, 
some 30 captured, along with 
their weapons, and a VC hospital 
was overrun; some of the pa­
tients were evacuated to Navy 
medical stations for treatment. 

volley of fire. Charlie had hIs f 
back to the river and he was A P P 
fighting for his life. Foxtrot an· oem or eace 
swered, their M-60s and M·Bs 
rising above the whimper of 
Charlie Cong's popping carbines. b th d 
But, Charlie Cong's popping car. : y a seven gra er 
bines were finding their mark. 'I 

Foxtrot received seven causal· . . . 
ties in a matter of minutes, and What is tlus peace? Can we see a? Can we feel or hear it? 
still, the battle raged. Suddenly, No, we can't see, feel or hear it, but you can understand peace 
sniper rounds began kIcking up as freedom from war or strife of any kind. Peace also can be 
dust at the heels of the men or understood as just being calm and quiet, 
Fox,trot. Charlie Cong had gotten We all want peace in Viet Nam but there is not much we 
behmd them and he was making 
things rough. ourselves can do to help .. I" Romans 12:17 and 18 we read: 

Foxtrot was surrounded! Repay 110 one eVIL for eVil, but take 'hought jor what is noble 
---~-------- in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends upon you, live 

Fire 
CHU LAI-As the F·4B Phan· 

tom II started down the runway 
for take·orr the powerful blast of 
its afterburners was joined by 
an explosion and ball of fire. 

Within seconds the Marine Air­
craft Group·13 Crash Crew was 
in motion. Before the Phantom 
had stopped some 5,000 feet from 
its starting point, the crash truck 
and crew were on the scene. 

Minutes later the explosive 
ordnance ~ection was on hand to 
disarm the aircraft's ordnanct' as 
soon as the crash crew personnci 

peaceably with all. But can we live peaceably? No, there are a 
ew PtU)P~1l Jb.e world who cant. J neY-Iusl ca,,'l live peaceably 

Wl1h others, that is why we are in Viet Nam loday trying to cope 
with one of those people who can·t live peaceably. When those 
men who are fighting for olir COlin try return thell there will be 
peace. 
Prayer-We pray for our dear nath'e country and all nations, 

that the faith of God may liberate the people from fear 
and distrllct, and the cross of Christ everywhere give 
victory and peace to the glory of Thy Holy Natne. Amen" 

Written by Steven Wrobel, a 7th grade student at ft.,e 
John F. Peeler Elementary School, Dallas Texas, during 
a presentation and showing of a film "Why Viet Nam" 
-Submitted by MSgt. Jo'e. C. Casillas., Marine Corps 
Recruiting Substation, Dallas. 

had cooled it down with foam. I d h b 
A crash crew mcmbE:'r said the Stee pot oes t e "0 

fire appeared to have started _ 
from a ruptured fuel line when DA NANG-Private First Class But, the helmet did its job and 
the afterburners were ignited. Rick W. Holloway is thankful £01' Holloway wasn't wounded. 

Captain Frederick Lewis, pilot his "steel po1"-a Marine helmet. The slug entered the front of 
of the Marine Fighter Attack During Operation Tuscaloosa, his helmet, curved its way across 
Squadron-542 Phantom and his 30 miles south of Da Nang, Hollo- the top and down the back be­
Radar Intercept Officer jumped way, the fire team leader with tween the helmet and liner. It 
from the burning plane the mo- "H" Company, 2nd Battalion, came out the bottom, passed 
Illent it J3topped. They were un- Fifth Marines was stopped mo- through his combat pack struck 

: injured. I mentarily by a enemy bullet. into the ground behind him. 



Up and over 
Loaded down with his own gear plus mortar, ammunition 

and an aiming stake, a Marine gets a helping hand up the bank 
of a river during all operation west of Da Nang. Jan. 27. Two 
] st Marine Division units took part in the operation: 2d BIj., 
Fourth Marines and 2d Bn., 26th Marines. 

Wins Silve·r Star 
PHU BAI-Marine Major Clark 

G. Henry has been awarded the 
Silver Star Medal for his inspir­
ing leadership during fierce com­
munist "banzai" charges upon his 
company. 

Henry was serving as executive 
oHicer of the 3rd Bn., Fourth 
Marine Regiment last July 18 
when they were attacked with 
mortars and automatic weapons 
by a estimated l' e g i men t 
North Vietnamese. 

Henry quickly organized a 
lief force and raced 400 yards 
to the aid of a hard-hit company 
-receiving the blunt of the at­
tack. 

Once there he coordinated the 
firepower of the two units to re­
lieve pressure there and on the 
rear guard company, and direct­
ed evacuation of all the wounded. 

During the night-long battle 
Henry carried a seriously wound­
ed Marine to safety through 300 

l'ds of intense enemy firc and 
exploding mortars. Henry r('­
mained on the battlefield until 
he assured the eva("uation of all 

La,mpshades 
DONG HA - They may not 

become a fad in home decoration, 
but the Marine-Naval Memorial 
Chapel here definitely docs have 
some unusual overhead light 
shades. 

The church-builders, all 
namcse laborers, used expended 
106mm recoilless rifle casings, 
eut in half and dipped in white 
paint, to provide the church with 
18 unusual but effective shades. 

the wounded. 
His leadership and actions are 

credited with saving many Marine 
lives and help to prevent the 
enemy from overrunning the bat­
talion position. 

101 Viet Cong killed 

Search and destroy mission 
mushrooms into heavy battle 

By Cp\. W. L. Christofferson 
DA NANG-A routine search and destroy mission by members of the 2nd Bat­

talion, First Marine Regiment, mushroomed Jan. 29 into a multi-company operation that 
killed 101 Viet Cong south of DaNang. 

The action escalated when Leathernecks of "H" Company spotted 30 green-uniform­
ed guerrillas carrying a mortar and automatic weapons about 13 miles southwest of Da 
Nang and took the Viet Cong 'under fire. 

A rapid reaction force from the regiment's 1st Bn. was heli-lifted into place to cut 
off the guerrillas' escape. 

A platoon of "Bit Company 
made immediate heavy contact 
while leaving the helicopters, and 
was pinned down in t.he landing 
zone. 

Two platoons of "H" Company 
set out immediately thl·ough snip­
er fire to link up with the trapped 
Marine force some 3,000 meters 
away. 

The company assaulted across 
850 meters of opcn rice paddies. 
The Viet Cong rctreated as the 
Marines advanced. 

When the Leathernecks got 
within 100 meters of a treeline, 
ncar Haa Nong Toy hamlet, the 
guerrillas pinned down one pla­
toon with heavy automatic firc. 

One element continued to move 
forward despite the heavy fire , 
and aftcr an hour and one-half 
of heavy fighting at almost point­
blank range managed to force 
the Viet Cong to break contact 
and flee. 

The relief forces made contact 
about 4 p.m., and arranged for 
medical evacuation of "B" com­
pany's more serious casualties by 
helicopter during the night. 

"G''''' Company meanwhile,_ had 
also encountered heavy resistance 
as it swept 2,000 meters to Ha 
Nong Toy (2). Viet Cong with 
automatic weapons kept up con­
tinual .. fire as they fled befor~ the 
Matines, who boxed in the ham­
let. 

After a three-hour firefight the 
Leathernecks fought their way 
into the heavily-fortified village, 
where residents told Marines the 

It's a girl 

Viet Cong force which lied had 
been made up of three bands of 
20 men each. 

Ail' strikes and artillery fire 
were called in on the fleeing 
enemy throughout the seven-day 
operation, which terminated Jan. 
3!. 

A total of 39 Viet Cong were 

confirmed killed by ground 
troops and 44 others were re­
ported by aerial observers follow­
ing artillery strikes. 

Eighteen more guerrillas were 
killed by the 1st Bn., Twenty­
Sixth Marine Regiment as they 
attemptcd to flee into the Marine 
unit'~ area. 

--------------------

Corpsmen thankful 
for field equipment 

By: Cp\. David A. Hines 
DA NANG-Two Navy corpsmen can 

combat equipment for possibly saving their 
thank their 
lives during 

separate patrols recently. 
Both are members of "D" Company, 1st Battalion, 

First Marines, 1st Marine Division. 
During a recent patrol a sniper's bullet ripped through 

the helmet of Hospital Corpsman Third Class David 
Hadesty missing his head by a 
fraction of an inch, 

The already twice wounded 
corpsman was on a squad-sized 
patrol when - the sniper's round 
knocked him to the ground. 

"I was dazed for a few minutes, 
but when 1 came around I started 
feeling for a hole In my head," 
Had'esty said,. "I was certain I'd 
bcen·lIit." 

After assuring himself that the 
bullet had missed, Hadesty picked 
up his helmet. A large hole had 
been cleanly cut through the hard 
hat and liner. 

Hospital Corpsmen William Cul­
bertson credits his jungle boots 
with saving his life, 

The patrol he was accompany­
ing was heading back to the bat· , 
talion com man d post when 
brought under heavy fire. 

"We were making our way 
across a rice paddy when the 
Viet Cong opened up on us," 
Culbertson said. 

As Culbertson dived for the 
ground a high caliber round hit 
his left boot. 

"I looked down and saw that 
the entire heel of the boot had 
been torn off by the round. It 
then dawned on me that from 
the way I was positioned on the 
ground the only thing that kept 
the bullet from getting me was 
the protective metal liner in my 
b:oot," he said. 

Corn 
CHU LAI - Indiana corn may 

soon flourish in Vietnam due to 
the efforts oC a member of Ma­
rine Aircraft Control Squadron-1. 

Corporal Arthur W. Bowers·, 
wanted to help the people of 
Quang Tin Province improve the 
quality of corn grown in their 
fields. 

Bowcrs, a supply clerk with the 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing unit, 
wrote to his father requesting 
hclp in obtaining hybrid seed so 
the province farmcrs could raise 
an improved grade of corn. 

The elder Bowers, who raises 
a variety of crops including corn, 
got the seed from the Indiana 
State Agricultural Department. 

With the aid of Indiana State 
Senator Birch Bay, 28 pounds of 
seed was soon on its way. 

Through Captain James Gier­
manski, MACS-7 civil affairs offi­
cer, the corn was distributed to 
local farmers. 

The civil affairs section also 
plans to provide commercial fer­
tilizer and advisory personnel for 
the planting. 

The church was dedicated Dec, 
22 in memory of Marines and 
naval personnel who were killed 
during Operations Prairie and 
Hastings. 

Members of the 11 th Marine Regiment's medical team pay a visit to Linda, a Vietnamese 
baby delivered at the regimental aid station, and her mother. The outfit Linda is wearing is 
part of a wardrobe donated by members oj the regiment. Paying the visit are Lt. John T. Freie 
(Iefl) who delivered the infant, and HM3 Kirk J. Kasberg, one of the corpsmen who assisted. 

MACS-7 Civil Affairs personnel 
and representatives of the t:'llited 
States Agency for International 
Development plan to organize an 
agricultural co-operative within 
the province. 
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Recoo patrol ends 
in nightmare 

By: GySgt. Jim Northrop 
DONG HA-A routine Marine reconnaissance patrol' 

ended Jan. 22, in a nightmare for seven Marines and a 
Navy hospital corpsman. 

On the patrol six of the Marines and the corpsman 
were wounded. 

The patrol, from "D" Company, Third Reconnaissance 
Battalion, was inserted Jan. 18, by helicopter, west of the 

. reeon iha 

1~~~~~:~~~ miles south of the . .l'I!"".""c.1 zone. Its mission 
avenues of approach 

and North Virt· 
names£' troops into the Marines 

port tire. Artillery started com­
ing in 400 met e r s from the 
Marines' po sit ion. Later the 
Marine gunners w a Ike d -the 
rounds encircling the Marines to 
as close as 50 meters. More than 
1.100 rounds of artillery wt'rc 
fired that night. 

FIGHT SMOLDERING FIRE-Marines of the Force Logistic Support Group "Alpha" and 
Seabees of the Military COllstruction BIl. 58, fight side-by-side ill an attempt to halt the fire 
which demolished 160 houses and left over 88 people homeless ill the Refugee Camp of Puc 
Quang, located nine miles northwest of Da Nang. 

160 Houses destroyed in fire; 
FLC aids disaster victims 

By: CpJ. D. L. Cellers 
DA NANG-One hundred and sixty houses were destroyed and over 88 villagers 

left homeless, by a fire Feb. 2 in the Puc Quang Refugee Camp, nine miles north· 
west of Da Nang. Nearly one-quarter of the camp was destroyed. 

No serious injuries were reported among the villagers or more than 250 fire-fighters. 
Strong winds fanned the blaze as it swept through the village burning the "card­

board and crate" huts valued at approximately $100 each, like match boxes. In a 
matter 01 minutes the fire covered an area of y.! mile. square leaving only a charcotloled 
skeleton. I d I' h h: . . I ~d d 'f FLSG 'A 1 t Brigadier General James E. camp at ay 19. t t IS mormng to me ~ e ~mts. rom - , S 
Herbold Jr .. ('ornmanding gt>nPI'-, b~gm construction of new houses.l ¥arm~ Au Wmg. Seventh Bul~ 
al of thl.: Force Logistic Com- rhe fire, reportedly ~ausl' b" 1- ael 1.' an~ ~he Seventh E.ngl­
mand located one mile north of a gas stove explodmg, was neer ; I. Aldmg the Marmes 
the ~amp supervised the fire- brought und~r con.trol apprax.i- weI'(} 1\ ,\'al ~irc. Depart,ments 
fighters in helping villagers move mately ~5 m~nute~ after .it start- (rom Camp TICn Sha and ,the 
as mueh of their valuables as ed. Marme fire (Ighters Involved MCB-58 detachment. 
possible from the flaming huts. 

Many of the refugees work (or 
the Force Logistic Command. and 
were not home at the time of 
the disaster. 

Vic ti m s are being aided 
through the FLC Civic Action pro· 
gram and the USAlD organiza· 
tion. 

Victims are being housed in 
tents constructed by the FLC Ma· 
rines. and in the Puc Quang 
school building. Others are stay­
ing with friends. 

Blankets, lIood lights, water 
and food were distributed at the 
scene yesterday. 

Marines from Combined Action 
Company Three (CAC·3), located 
50 yards south of the village, 
are guarding the area and a 
fire truck is standing by in case 
of rekindling. 

Sea bees o( Milltary Construc­
tion Battalion 58, were at the 

Mail The Sea Ti 

Corpsmen design new 
vest for combat use 

B:9: CpJ. W.L. Christofferson 
DA NANG-The hospital corpsman's familiar "Unit 

One" medical kit may share the fate of the high-button 
shoe, thanks to two 1st Marine Division corpsmen. 

A first aid vest combining the features of the medical 
kit and flak jacket is presently blJing tested ill the field 
by corpsmen of the 2nd Battalion, First Marine Regiment. 

After three months of continual use, the battalion's 
corpsmen giv(? the vest their un­
animous endorsement. 

The vests, designed by Hospital 
Corpsmen Third Class Donald H. 
Gates and EI,~('ne D. Ros811dich 
were fashionNi by members of 

er Home 

the Force Logistics Command in 
Da Nan. 

Four vp· ~s were made in aU, 
using val ·ing designs and rna~ 
terlal~ ttl ,;lrovide a comparison. 
One vest now in use in each 
oC the bat' lion's rifle companies. 

BasicaU '. they al1 consist 
heavy can vas interlaced with 
zippers :lnd pouches which will 
hold more than the standard 
medical kit. Crammed with sup­
plies and bandages, they provide 
nearl,Y the same protection as a 
flak jacket the corpsmen say, 
and distribute the load evenly 
over the \\-carer's bod)'. 

One other (eature didn't escape 
the wearef'~ noticc. the vests 
eliminate tile necessity to carry 
the "tell-taIt" medical bag which 
makcs corp ·men a prime target 
(or Viet Con~ snipers. 

............. r"B .. 8,.r,..., .... .-""" • ...,.~ ••• ur. edge. with 

Although st JJ in the.experiment~ 
al stage, th" vests will likely be 
recommended to the d i vis ion 
surgeon to bl"' considered for use 
by all corpsmen in the field . 

Both Gates and Rosandich were 
Both Gates and Rosandich were 

awarded m{'ritorious mas t s by 
their battalin;l commander Jan. 
27, (just prior to their rotation) 
{or desi.g:ninJ the vt'sts. 

Staple or Tape and mail home. 
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operational areas. 
All was normal until Jan. 22, 

when the patrol was to be re­
turned to Dong IIa by helicopter. 
Bad weather, with low visibility, 
stopped the helicopters from get­
ting in and the Marines had to 
stay, 

At 6:30 p.m. members 01 the 
patrol sighted a group of seven 
NV A and VC troops, In black 
pajamas and gray uniforms, look­
ing over a Claymore mine the 
Marines had previously placed 
outside the defensive area. 

The Marines opened £ire. The 
enemy retaliated and the close-In 
lIghtIng began. 

Lance Corporal James G. Craig 
came face to face with an enemy 
soldier armed with an automatic 
weapon. The NVA soldicr opened 
up 0)1 Craig at five feet; hit his 
rifle stock, shot his cartride belt 
in half and shot off his cartridge 
belt suspender strap. 

The NVA was then shot by 
Lance Corporal P .E. Evans. later 
hit in the left wrist by enemy 
rifle fire. 

In the initial action, the hospital 
corpsman Michael A. Lane and 
Lance Corporal W.D. Schoening 
were shot by automatic weapons 
fire. 

M;.arines killed an enemy ma­
chine gunner with grenades when 
his weapon jammed. 

Sergeant Robert L. Barham, 
the patrol leader called for sup-

Lane, disregarding his own 
wounds, began treating Schoening 
and other wounded Mar i n e s. 
Twice medevac helicopters were 
called. Neither could reach the 
:lUarlnes' position because of the 
bad weather. 

The tirst helicopter in landed 
at 7:30 the next morning, while 
the encmy began another assault, 
it lilted the patrol to salety. 

Good reply 
DA NANG - It's obviOUS that 

whoever put out the radio/TV 
questionnaire recently distributed 
in the 1st Marine Division, were 
not thinking of Marines when 
they asked the first question. 

It read: 
"What are your normal duty 

hours when not involved in tac­
tical operations?" 

The tired, dirty. patrol-weary 
Marines have one almost unani­
mous answer; "0001·2400." 

For the disb('Hcver~ in the 
Armed Forces Radio and Televi­
sion Sernce who may doubt the 
truth of that answer they are in­
vited to spend a week - any 
week with any Marine infantry 
unit in Vietnam. 

It will make believers out of 
them. 

~---.;;. 

Rest and smoke 
LCpl. George A. Philyaw takes time out for a smoke and 

rest before continuing on a search and destroy operation 
conducted a few miles southwest of Tam Ky by "B" Company, 
J st Battalion, 5th Marines, J st MarDiv. Philyaw, a radio 
operator, was attached to "B" Company for the three day 
operation. (Photo by Cpl. Carl D. Mincemoyer) 


