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Posthumous award 

'Third Medal of Honor winner named 

Moving fast under fire 
A Marine rifleman races for the cover of a rice paddy 

dike as his lInit draws heavy sniper fire from the VC. Elements 
of the Seventh Marine Regiment, Task Force X-Ray, IstMar­
Div, began operation De SOlO Jan. 26 in an area 25 miles 

• south of Quang Ngai. (Photo by PFC W. A. Porter) 

Monthly combat report: 

Jan. starts quietly 
but action steps up 

By: GySgt. Ron Harwood 
DA NANG-January started wet and quiet for the 

Marine air-ground tI>.am in I Corps as a two day New 
Year's truce remained in effect and the monsoon rains 
continued. 

___ By the end of the month, action had been stepped up 
until the Leathernecks had accounted for 962 enemy deaths 
and captured 107 Viet Cong and two North Vietnamese. 
They also took 199 individual and ---:---...,.,---,------c-­
five crew-served weapons. in I Corps. Under cover of a 

Seventeen other Viet Cang gave smoke screen laid down by Ma­
up the fight and voluntarily rine jets, they dropped into Ban 
changed sides. Lanh (2) at noon from helicopters 

As the monsoon rains tapered of the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing. 
Six hours later. when they pulled 

orf and footing became firmer, out of the village, they left a 
contact between opposing forces confirmed 61 Viet Cong dead be-
picked up throughout 1 Corps. hind them. 

Early on the morning of Jan. 
13, an Eleventh Marine Regi- On the 15th the Viet Cong once 
ment artillery position south of again took on more than they 
Chu Lai was probed by an esti- bargained for when they attacked 
mated AO VC firing 82mm moI'- a First Marine Regiment com­
tars, rifle, grenades and small pany south of Da Nang. 
arms. The fight continued for Early that morning Leather­
four and one-half hours until day- necks of UK" Company, 3rd Bat­
light when the VC withdrew. talion, discovered the VC trying 
They left 17 of their dead; an- to move on their base ncar 
other seven VC were captuI'pd. Marble Mountain. Using artillery, 

The next day Marines of "C" tanks, and their own organic fire, 
Company, 1st Battalion, First the Marines not only held off the 
Marine Regiment, pulled off one estimated VC battalion, but killed 
of the most successful raids held 60 in the process. 

WASHINGTON - Thc Medal of Honor was 
awarded posthumously to a 19-year-old Marine who 
lost his life shielding the evacuation of wounded 
buddies during Operation Starlight. He became the 
third Marine to receive the nation's highest award 
for heroic action in Vietnam. 

Lance Corporal Joe C. Paul was honored in 
ceremonies February 7, 1967 at Marine Barracks, 
Eighth & "I" Streets, W",hington, D. C. Secrct3l'y 
oC the Navy Paul H. Nitze pl'csent~d the award to 
Paul's parents, Ml'. and Mrs. Callic E. Paul of 
Vandalia, Ohio. 

Corporal Paul earned the Medal of Honor serving 
as n fire team leader with Company "H", Second 
Battalion, Fourth Marines, ncar Chu Lai on August 
18, 1965. He died from his wounds the following day. 

The citation accompanying Corporal Paul's 
award reads in part: 

" ... In violent battle, Corporal Paul's platoon 
sustained five casualties as it was temporarily 
pinned down by devastating mortar, recoilless rifle, 
automatic weapons, and rifle fire delivered by 
insurgent communist (Viet Cong) forces in wpll 
entrenched positions. The wounded Marines were 
unable to move from their perilously exposed posi­
tions forward of the remainder of their platoon and 
were suddenly subjected to a barrage of white 
phosphor .. ous rifle grenades. • 

"Corporal Paul, lully aware thai his tactics 
would almost certainly result in, serious Injury 
or death to himse1[, chose to disregard his own 
salety and boJdly dashed across tbe rire-swept rice 
paddies, placed himself between his wounded 
comrades and the enemy, and delivered errecUve 
suppressive fire with his automatic. weapon in 
order to divert the attack long enough to allow the 
casualties to be evacuated. 

"Although critically wounded during the course 
of the battle, he resolutely remained in "his ex­
position and continued to fire his rifle until he 
collapsed and was evacuated. By his fortitude and 
gallant spirit of self-sacrifice in tl1e face of almost 
certain death, he saved the lives of several of his 
fellow Marines ... " 

LCpl. Joe C. Paul 
served there until his death. 

Lance Corporal Paul was born April 23, 1946 
in Williarn~ . .lUrg, Kentucky, the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Callie E. Paul who now reside in Vandalia, Ohio. 
In addition to his parents, Cpt. Paul is survived by 
a brother, James, (12), now living at home and a 
sister, Mrs. Laura R. Rogers of Dayton, Ohio. 

Corporal PauPs was the second Medal of J1onor 
to be awarded for actions in Operation Starlight. 
Marine Sergeant Robert E. O'Malley, of Woodside, 
New York, was presented the Medal of Honor in 
December for action In that operation with "I" 
Company, 3d Battalion, 3d Marines. 

Paul joined the Marine Corps on April 26, 1963, 
shortly after his 17th birthday. After completing 
recruit training at the Marine Corps Recruit Depot, 
San Diego, and individual combat training at Camp 
Pendleton, Corporal Paul was assigned to Company 
'''H'', Second Batta-tion, Fourth Marines. He ar­
rived in Vietnam with his unit on May 7, 1965 and 

Operation Starlight was the first dIrect battlefield 
confrontation between a major United States unit 
and a main force Viet Cong unit. In it, Regimental 
Landing Team Seven, consisting of three reinforced 
Marine battalions, surrounded and destroyed the 
Viet Cong First Regiment, killing more than 600 
of the enemy and capturing 125 in the four-day 
battle which began August 18, 1965. The battle was 
fought on the Van Tuoung peninsula a few miles 
south of Chu Lai. RLT·7 was awarded a Navy Unit 
Commendation for Operation Starlight. 

"Independence'l nets 139 VC 
By MSgt. G. E. Wilson & tively free movement despite 

SSgt. T. A. Kraak nearby Marine forces. 
DA NANG-The guns of Opera- To clean out the area just north 

tion Independence were silenced of the vital An Hoa industrial 
by the Vietnamese New Year's complex, the 1st Marine Division 
truce Feb. 8, to bring to a close grouped elements of seven regi­
the largest 1st Marine Division ments under the Ninth Regiment 
operation in Vietnam since Colo- command to throw a blocking 
rado last August. force around the area then sent 

The regimental-sized operation a search and destroy force "down 
conducted by the Ninth Marine the middle." 
Regiment under command of Elements of the First, Fourth, 
Colonel Robert M. Richards, net· Fifth, Twenty,Sixth, Eleventh, 
ted 139 Viet Cong killed and 20 Twelfth and Thirteenth Marine 
captured. Regiments teamed up in the 

More than 2,500 villagers who eight·day operation. 
had lived under Viet Cong control First Marine Aircraft Wing 
were liberated by the Marines helicopters delivered the bJocking 
and sent to freedom villages. and sweeping forces to the area 

Conducted in a 25-mile square while propeller-driven and jet air­
area, bounded by the Vu Gia and craft provided close air support 
Thu Bon rivers on the north and throughout the operation. 
south, and the mountains on the On the first day, with blocking 
west, the opel'ation cut a swath forces in place, five infantry com­
in a large enemy force which, panies f!'om the Fourth, Fifth 
under the natural boundaries of and Twenty-Sixth Marines bcgan 
the area, had enjoyed compara- a methodical, hamlet-to-hamlet 

search and destroy operation. 
Less than an hour had passed 

when "G" Company, 2nd Battal· 
ion. Fourth Marines spotted two 
enemy soldiers running across a 
lIeld. On. was kllled and the 
other, carrying grenades and 
documents, captured. 

A short time later, "B" Com­
pany, 1st Battalion, First Marine 
Regiment, came upon an exten­
sive enemy bunker and trench 
complex. Marine aircraft and 
engineers destroyed the under­
ground system. 

"F" Company, 2nd Battalion, 
Twenty-Sixth Marines captured 
a COOI}erative Viet Cong who 
promptly led them to a tunnel 
where three more VC were killed. 
One of the VC turned out to be 
a village chief. 

The 1st Battalion, Twenty·Sixth 
Marines completed the day's ac­
tion by bottling up seven Viet 
Cong who fled into another tun-

(Continued on Page 5) 
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Lieutenant General Lewis W. Walt 

Commanding: General, III Marine Amphibious Forci' 
BrIgadier General Hugh M. Elwood 

l-sea""riger·"MiU'-j'ag'l 
~ ~ 
Nicolette Maly (16) Dear Sir: ramcnto, Calif., passed away on 
431 E. 2nd Street My name is Lily Mince. I am December 14, 1966. Prior to her Chief of Staff, III Marine Amphibious Force 

Major General II, Nickerson, Jr. Erie Penna. 16507 the 22.year-old widow of Sgt. death, she had been cones pond· 
, '" * .. Lynn E. Mince who was killed ing with many Marines in Viet-Commanding Gencral, 1st Marine Div.ision Barbara Weber in Vietnam. nam as my youngest brother, 

Major General LouIs B. Robertsbaw 
Commanding: Gencl'al, 1st Marine Ail'craft Wing 

Major General Wood B. Kyle 
Commanding Gencral, 3d Marine Division 
Brigadier General James E. lIerbohl, Jr. 

502 E. 84th Street PFC Richard A. Dodge USMC, 
During the three years we were was killed in action in Korea in New York, N. Y. 10028 . d I k d 

>II .. * matTie, came to now an 1950, Since that 'time my mother 
Yvonne Terry 

Commanding General, Forcc Logistics Command 
2520 Floyd A venue 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 

J;'orce ISO Col. D. G. Derryberry • • • 
Editor GySgt. Lee Witeonis Brcnda Durham 

403 Vidalia Drive 
Ferriday, La. 71334 

Asst. Editor . ... . .. . Sgt. Jerry Simmons 
Publbihcd each '.'ueluby lJy the III lUnrine AmphilJiuuH Force. 'I'he 

SF~A l'IGElt coml)lie~ wIth l\[nrlne CllrllS OrtJlu )'5600.Sl alUi 1UCO 
1·5720.t4 Ilnd is printed with npilropriated fuud!!, by The PIlt'ific Sturft 
and Stripes. Tokyo, JII.pU". The SEA TIGER subscribes to ulld receln·. 
material froID the Armed Forces News BUreau (AFNB) whlllle ml\terlal 
herein ml~y be reprinted provided credit Ilnd no other copyrights are In­
volved. Ail Tlhotogrltphs are orficiltl U.S. l\lnrine Corps Phot08 nRleHIl 
otherwise credited. Photographs submitted from other sourCes outside tI ... 
Marine Corlls {or pUblicntion In The S~A TIG~lt becmne the property of 
The SEA TIGER. l\lftteri"l suhmitted fOr pUhllcation ill ~he SEA T.UfETt 
must reach the Combat Information Bureau, 111 Marme Amphibious 
}'oree }'PO SIlIi FrtUlclsco. Cillif. 961102, on T uesday of t h (" Ilreceding 
pliblic'fltlmt week. Stntcmeots, ,'11m's Iliitl OI)loioli eXIII't"sse(l tn The SI':A 
'.rIGER are not necc!lsilrily those of the l\larine Corps ulld shouhl 110' 
be interpreted 8S dircc(h'c hi nllture. 

• • •• 
Judy Emery (23) 
66 South Park Avenue 
Old Greenwich, Conn. 06870 , • • 
Diane Currie (20) 
No. 413 701 Esquimalt Rd. 
West Bay Apartments 
Victoria, B. C. Canada 

• • • 

Heritage of service 
Terri McKinstry (16) 
19 Shepard A venue 
Kenmore, N. Y. 14217 

• • • 
Jeanette Dunlap (26) 
2 Brookdale Court 
Verona, N. J. 07044 

George Washington, whose 
birthdate we observe Feb. 22, 
is perhaps the outstanding 
example of famous men in 
the history of our nation. 

Washington's life was gov­
erned by an unalterable per­
sonal code built on duty and 
honor. To him, no duty was 
greater, no honor more satis­
fying, than service to one's 
country. 

When he could have been 
enjoying the pleasant life of 
a prosperous country gentle­
man, his country called him. 
He answered that call, suf­
fering personal hardship and 
exposing himself to almost 
constant danger during the 
long, a rd u 0 u s and often 
frustrating campaigns of the 
war. 

As military commander of 
the small, ill-equipped, ill­
trained American Army dur­
ing the Revolutionary War, 
his leadership and g e n ius 
were instrumental in the 
American success against the 
finest army in the world at 
that time. 

When he was chosen as 
President, he again unhesi­
tatingly left the quiet com­
fort of Mt. Vernon to serve 
in the political arena, risking 
his honor and repu tation. 

As our first President 
under the Constitution, his 
tact, judgement, ability and 
devotion guided our govern­
ment through its critical for­
mative period, establishing a 
solid foundation on which 
future genera tions could 

2 SEA TIGER 

build. 
But equally important is 

the other heritage left by 
Washington; that of selfless, 
dedicated service to his coun­
try, regardless of 'the hard­
ships or sacrifices. 

His example is no less in­
spiring today than it was to 
the cold ragged men at Val­
ley Forge. If this Nation is 
to continue as the beacon of 
freedom for the world, Wash­
ington's example of selfless 
dedicated services must be 
followed. (AFNB). 

Dinger 

• • 
Linda Wright 
26920 Whitestone Rd. 
Palos Verdes, Calif. 

• • 
Jennie Stevinin 
4716 Liberty Street 

• 

• 

Kansas City, Missouri 64112 
• • • 

Rita Walker (21) 
RR No.2 
Burlington, Iowa 

• • 
Patricia Smith (21) 

• 
203 1/2 E. Shiawassee St. 
c/o Susan Stead 
Lansing, Michigan 489334 

• • • 
Mary Klein (17) 
223 South 17th 
La Crosse, WisconSin 

• • 
Mrs. Dorothy Stefik 

•• 

6992 Gray Avenue 
Barnaby 1, B. C. Canada 

• • • 
Lorraine Wilson 
1462 Foster Street 
White Rock, B. C. Canada 

• • • 
Linda J. Smith (17) 
P. O. Box 9714 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74107 

• • • 
Sue Ann Kellar 
Box 58 Elsey Hall 
Franklin College 
Franklin, Indiana 

• • 
Nancy Levine (18) 

.. 
34 Fulton Street 
Keyport, N. J. 07735 

DA NANG-Lance Corporal An- '" 'II • 
gel Rodriquez won the nickname PauHne Kazakoff (24) 
"Dinger" recently by accomplish- 517 Avenue G. South 
ing two near impossible fcats of Saskatoon, Sask., Canada 
marksmanship with an M·79 >II"'''' 
grenade launcher and a .45 cal. Dorothy Reynolds (23) 
pistol. 818 Summit Street 

Rodriquez, a fire-team leader McKeesport, Penna. 
with "B" Company, 1st Battalion, '" '" >II 

First Marine Regiment, was on Diane E. Bottoms 
a County Fair operation. Rt No, 1 Box 23-A 

"We were sweeping through a Carson, ~irginia* 23830 '" 
rice paddy, when one of the Ma- J t M II 

. . d' "£1 anc u er rtnes In my team notice a I~ e· 15 L' k V' t A e e 
carrying Viet Cang s n e a kin gat: IS a . v nu 
along a dike to our front," said I Daly Cit;, Callf. 

Rodriquez. . Arne P. Riojas (18) 
The stocky, 5'2" Marine loaded 3636 Persimmon 

his grenade launcher and st:'nt a Houston, Texas 77016 
round towards the communist sol· * * 

• 

, 
dieT. The grenade was a dud, Elizabeth Williamson 
but bounced off the VS's shoulder, 72 Percy Street 
knocking him cold. Belfast 13. North Ireland 

The next day in the same area, 
Rodriquez had the opportunity to 
prove that the shot from the day 
before wasn't necessarily all luck. 

As the Marines began sweeping 
across another rice paddy a Viet 
Cong jumped from a tunnel dug 
in the side of a dike and ned. 

Rodriquez aimed his pistol and 
fired three shots in quick succes~ 
sion. All found their mark. 

• • • 
Debbie Allen (14) 
75 Mount Tom Road 
New Rochelle, N. Y. 

• • 
Mrs. Jane Zeal 
Route No, 1 

• 

Indianola, Oklahoma 74442 
• • • 

Sue Elliott 
9812 Pacific 
Franklin Park, Ill. 60131 

love the Marine Corps. I studied has had a particular fondness 
its history, got to know some of for the lads in the Marine Corps. 
its men, and even got to attend She had been corresponding with 
the beautiful birthday ball. My a number of them prior to her 
pride in the Corps has no bounds. death and had sent food packages 

I am following the action over 
in Vietnam. I admire those men 
and realize what they arc going 
through. My favor is this. I miss 
the Corps. I would like to write 
to those men over there and let 
them know that my two children 
and I are behind them all the 
way. I would like to help them 
in some small way for the way 
they are protecting us and our 
peace. 

I can't go fight with the Ma­
rines, maybe I can do a little 
fighting here in America, Thank 
you and may God keep you. 

Mrs. Lily Mince 
8810 E. 88th Avenue Space 21 
Jlenderson, Colorado 8064.0 

• • • 
Dear Sir: 

My name is Tony Bonaro and I 
am 15 years old. I am very in­
terested in United States Military 
History. I intend to make a ca­
reer in the Marine Corps. Right 
now I am working on one of my 
special projects. I was wondering 
(if you have time and if there 
is one around) if you could send 
me a list of aU the men who 
have won the Medal of Honor. 

Second, I was hoping you could 
give me the names of some men 
who are in Vietnam so I could 
write to them. Thank you very 
much for anything you can do 
for me. 

Tony Bonaro 
2230 La Salle Avenue 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. 

.NOTE: Headquarters Marine 
Corps has sent Bonaro a list of 
Medal of Honor winners. Perhaps 
our readers can honor the second 
part of this !Iedgilng Marine's 
request. - EDITOR 

• • • 
Dear Sir: 

My mother, Mrs. Agnes L. 
Young, 3600 Robertson Ave., Sac-

to some. 
I made a promise to her that 

I would continue her correspond· 
ence with anyone who would likc .. 
having someone to write to. I 
am a World War II veteran, hav­
ing served in the Submarines and 
subsequently place on the dis­
ability retired list of the U.S. 
Civil Service Commission after 29 
years service. 

I have letters addressed to my 
late mother from many men and 
do not know if they are still alive. 
or in Vietnam. If any of them 
read this, please write and I 
shall do my best to carryon a 
good correspondence, as we firm­
ly believe in the fight for Free­
dom and in you boys, too! 

Mom was a most patriotic 
woman and gave much to this 
Country of· ours through her per­
sonal sacrifice, help to others, ' 
her son's life, and even though 
she was on a small old age pen­
sion, she bought all the stamps 
and writing materials from her' 
small income without accepting 
aid from any other persons. I 
would deem it a great privilege 
and honor to pick up her good 
work. 

DANIEL H. DODGE 
1809 Bay Street 
Santa Cruz, CaUf. 95089 

New 4/JJ CO 
CHU LAI - Lieutenant Colonel 

Ioseph M. Laney Jr., assumed 
command of the 4th Battalion, 
11th Marines, 1st Marine Division, 
Feb. 1. 

He relieved Lieutenant Colonel 
George R. Lamb, who has been 
ordered to Headquarters Marine 
Corps, Washington. Earlier the 
same day, Colonel Lamb was 
awarded the Vietnamese Cross of, 
Gallantry with Silver Star. 

Music, American style 
Sgl. lim A. Hulbert and Cpl. Cheals J. Brown entertain 

more than 300 adults and children of Dim Tu village. After 
the Marines' performance, Vietnamese schoolgirls danced in 
return. The pair are members of the 2d Bn. Ninth Marines. 

(Photo by GySgt. Les Owens) 



Rifleman's lirst concern 
Mud-covered M-14 rifles get a hasty balh before Marines continlle their advance toward 

Viet Cong positions during Operation De SOlO, Jan. 30. Under heavy sniper fire, Ihe Leather­
necks of Ihe Seventh Regiment, 1 sIMarDiv., crawled from one rice paddy dike to the next be­
fore reaching Ihe sheltered waterhold. (Photo by PFC W. A. Porter) 

Close air support success 
never. a' matter of chance 

By: GySgt. J. F. McAllister 
DA NANG-Sleek Marine jets came screaming out of the sky toward a Viet Cong 

bunker. The enemy position erupted in smoke and flame as bombs, rockets and cannon­
fire hit the target with pin-point accuracy. 

In a matter of minutes the ground Marines, held up by intense mortar and auto­
matic weapons fire, advance through with no further trouble. 

This close-air support mission, an example of the famed Marine Corps air-ground 
teamwork concept, did not happen by chance--highly-trained personnel made it pos­
sible, Not the least of these are 
the for war d air controllers operates primarily with the bat· into the strike zone and make 

. (FAC's)-Marine pilots assigned talion command post group, Far- corrections if needed after their 
to coordinate ail' support foJ' rell likes to be with a forward dummy pass and first hot pass," 

he said. ground units. element. d d He also sai being fOl'war 
Typical is Captain Eric T. Far· "I'd r ther be III' frollt "'here g,,'ves' h,'m the advantage of get· 

r('II and a 1st Marine Aircraft a" , in coordination with the AO, I ting bomb damage assessment 
Wing "Skyhawk" jet pilot now can mark the l)osition with white and enemy casualty information 
serving as FAC with the 2d Bat- phosphorus and talk the 1}i1ots quickly. 
tali an, Fifth Marine Regiment, __ _ __-'-

lS:nMt~';:17ic7J ,Vi::~:\irIUallY im· Va school adopts 
.y~~~bl~rot~nddi·~~;i~i~~ ~~h F ~~ • 

possible exception that he is 31- b h I I 
ways accompanied by a team of oy W 0 ost egs radio operators. 

"Communications is the heart 
of our operation. We couldn't Ry LClJi. PhUil' lIamer f'd the ward shortly after Truong 
function without It," Farrell said. CHU LAI _ Truong Nhan drove was admitted. .. . 
''In addition to my team, we his fami.lY's cattle home to the In a letter to hiS WIfe, a third 
have an enlisted team with each village of Ky Khuong each after- grade teacher at Langley School, 
comllany and they're qualified to noon, until thc day one cow set Maclean, Va." Hayn~s sug.gested 
request an air strike should their off a mine planted by the Viet that her pupils nllght like to 
IInit run into a situation requir· "adopt" Truong. 
Ing it," he add'ed. Congo , . The American school children 

B('fore "clearing" a strike the Truong s fC(lt were mutilated by responded warmly. Each drew a 
F AC must ascrrtain no artillery thc blast. colored picture for Truong, and 
is called into the zone while the His family carried the Vietnam- they all signed a class portrait. 
aircraft are in the area. Even ese boy to thc lst Medical Batta· Included in a gift package were 
mOre important, he must be sure lion field howital at Chl! Lai, just a toothbrush and paste, crayons, 
of all troop locations in order to two days after Christmas. Navy coloring books, candy, balloons 
insure all friendly clements, in doc t 0 l' S performed emergency and an American flag. 
addition to the requesting unit, surgery_ Haynes while presenting Purple 
aren't endangered - all is ac· Truong's feet had to be am- Heart Medals to wounded Marines 
complished by radio. putated, and the boy was placed Feb. 3, stopped at Truong's bed. 

"When the troops rcquest air in the medical unit's intensive A big smile lighted the boy's face 
support they need it as soon as care ward by Commander C. R. as he opened the box from Ameri· 
possible. A good communications Ashworth, chief surgeon. ca. 
set-up allows us to have the air· Colonel Fred Haynes, chief of Speaking through an interpret-

I Wooden shoes answer 
I 

for mud at Dong Ha 
By GySgt. .Ihn Northro)) 

DONG HA - Would you believl' 
wood(ln shoes in Vietnam? 

Marines of the 9th Motol' Trans­
port Battalion at Dong Ha, look 
twice' when they see Marines 
Walking around we~\ring them. 

n all stal'ted when Mmine Ser-

Close call 

geant Thomas W. Ryan, "B" 
Company, 9th Motol's, 31'd Marine 
Division, the husband of Mrs. 
Merlyn Ryan (Kalamazoo, Mich.), 
wrote the K~t1amazoo Gazette ask­
ing if anyone there had a pair of 
wooden shoes. 

He said in his letter that while 
on H tOUI' of duty in Europe he 
had noticed tilt, people in Holland 
wcaring lhe shoes while working 
in th(' fit'lds. Calling the mud at 
Dong Ha "unbelievable," Ryan 

D~ NANG - A Ma.ri~c com~at thought the wooden shoes might 
engmeer escape~ uninjured l' c~. keep his feet dry during the Vict-
2, when a snIper's bullet rI- llaml'S(' monsoon and accompany­
~ochctcd o!f his. flak, jacket ~nd ing mud. 
I~bedded Itself In hIs eXPIOSlve- , The letter brought results. In 
ftlled pack. thC' return mail, Mrs. Ryan told 

L.ance Corporal Hub e 1'. t II. hel' husband she had received 
SmIth Jr. was accompanymg a doz('lls of calls and at that time 

I patrol. from. "G" C.ompany-, 2nd , 11 pairs of wooden shoes to be 
Battalion, First Marme RegIment sent to Vietnam 

I as a de~olitio.ns man when a Viet A shoe collect·ion and mailing 
Cong smper rued two rounds. campaign was started for the Ma. 

The first hit Smith's body aI'- rine, which included Kalamazoo 
~or ~nd pack, the impact knock· postmaster Robert L. Cooper, who 
mg him to the ground. said he would personally pay the 

"Naturally, I thought I was postage for shipping the shoes. 
hi~," he said. "I c~uld feel the To date, Ryan has received 22 
stmg of the bullet In my back. pairs of the shoes and expects 
As I started to crawl for cover, I mOI'e to arrive. The shoes are 
found out it didn't hurt." coming at the tailend of the man. 

A corpsman from the squad SOOn season, but there are always 
came to Smith's aid and verified many more days of rain and the 
that the bullet hadn't hit him, shoes will keep many Marines' 

S mit h found the projectile feet dry. Ryan distributes the 
among the explosives in his pack shoes to members of the Marine 
after returning to. the battalion unit. 
command post 12 miles southwest "The wooden shoes are easy to 
of Da Nang. clean," he said. "When mud 

At the time, the pack contained cakes on them, a little water 
71/2 pounds of composition "C", cleans it off, and none of the 
an explosive that can be detonat- water seeps through as it does 
ed only by a blasting cap, and is with boots." 
unaffected by heat - 01' rifle fire, Mrs, Ryan wondered what her 
as Smith can testify. husband's reaction would be when 

Another member of the patrol he opened the box of shoes from 
was carrying the blasting caps. Kalamazoo. It was all smiles. 

Dynamic duo 

craft on station quickly," he said. staff, Task Force X-Ray, 1st Ma- er, Haynes told Truong about his 
Most air strikes are actually I rine Division and commanding of- friends in the United States and I 

controlled by an aerial observer Cicer of the Fifth Marine Regi- showed him the picture they sent. 
£lying Over the target arca in a ment, was impressed by the boy's For a small victim of the Viet 
light observation plane. While he courage and spirit when he visit· Cong it was a happy day. I 

A4E "Skyhawk" pilots, Capt. Pete Krueger (left) lIIlll 

JstLt. Richard Bloomberg compare notes on their Feb. 4 night 
hombing mission during which they destroyed J 7 enemy 
structures and knocked out four llll/olnalic weapons positions. 
They are members of VMA-3J/. 

(Photo by SSgt. J. M. Baker) 
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Security guard lor convoy 
PFC Joel W. Mock mans a truck mounted .50 caliber machine gun on a convoy which 

moved the headquarters, Fourth Marines from the Operation Chinook area to Dong Ha . Many 
of the trucks making up the convoy (from 9th Motor Transport Bn.) were equipped with 
automatic weapons as security against the VC during the move. The 60-mile round trip was 
made without incident. (Photo by Cpl. O. J. Orzaq) 

Happy or sad-it's your choice 
Once upon a time two Marines 

were getting ready to go back to 
the states after their tour in Viet­
nam. One was smart and the 
other-well here is their story. 

Each month in Vietnam Drupy 
Marine was found scurrying to 
the local village to buy things 
like purchasing a guitar he 
couldn't play. When he bargained 
with a merchant he thought he 
was getting a good deal, but he 
still paid more than thc article 
was worth. . 

The hard he a d e d Marine 
ignorcd all the advice he reo 
ceived on the importance of not 
spending pia's ters, not only to 
build up his own savings, but to 
help prevent in£lation in Vietnam. 
He thought only of today's plea· 
sure and not of tomorrow's 

in the bars and with wine and 
women, even an occasional hang­
over didn't persuade him to 
change his ways. Meantime Bill 
was visiting the usa and read­
ing books from the library. He 
also took time to learn about the 
country he had his buddies were 
fighting for. 

Now it is time for both Ma­
rines to go back home after a 
rather long stay in Vietnam. 

Drupy is broke and Bill is all 
smiles, looking at his bank book 
and counting all the money he 
has saved since reporting to this 
country. Remember save for yOUl" 
future, and start now. 

bWorld D/lporj;! 
Saturday Night 

EAST 
Springfield 125 
Virginia 82 
(:annon 69 

• 

Bates 77 
Pittsburgh 70 

F. Dickinson 50 
• 

SOUTH 
Sl. Jo~eph's (Pa.) 79 Wak(> Fore!>t 66 
KC'ntucky 103 Miss. st. 74 
S. Carolina 65 N. Carolina Sl. 62 (O\'t.) · . . 

MIDWEST 
Ohio St. 97 
Nebraska 76 
Concordia (Minn.) 96 • • 

Michigall 85 
Iowa St. 65 
Hnmline 67 
• 

SOUTHWEST 
SMU 85 
Baylor 101 
Loub:lVlle 82 • 
D('nver .74 
California 87 
Utah 68 

WEST 

'l'CU 83 
Texu~ 75 
Tulsa 61 

Colomdo st. 67 
WUHhington 73 

All' Force 56 

Tuesday Night 
• EAST 

LIU 77 Southo.m})ton 50 
Brown 73 Rhode Island 65 
st. John's (N.Y.) 71 Syracuse 64 
st. Joseph's (Pa.) 94 American U. 68 
Castleton St. 91 New England Coil. 77 
Boston Coil. 74 Boston U. 46 
Pratt 71 Queens 65 
Worchester Tech. 85 Coast Guard 70 
Villanova 55 Providence 52 
Allred 79 St. Lawrence 74 
Babson Inst. 93 Wcntw')rlh 62 
Paterson St. 99 

NYACK Missionary 98 (ovt.) 
Jersey City St. 66 Newark St. 65 
Juniata 75 Bloomsburg 65 
HUnter 82 Yeshiva 48 
Connecticut 114 N. Hampshire 75 
Ithaca. 50 LeMoyne 45 
Delaware 53 Lehigh 52 
Rhode Island Coli. 85 N. Adams St. 74 
Pratt 71 Queens 65 
Fairfield 87 Stonehlll 65 
Rockhurst 78 Pittsburgh St. 67 
Unl')n 76 RPI 68 
Hudson Valley 72.,r Dutchess 63 
Bentley 79 S. Fl'I1ncls (Me.) 78 
Boston St. 93 Bridgewater St. 56 
Bridgeport 84 S. Connecticut 82 
Worchester St. 93 

Willimantic St. 91 (ovt.) 
Robel·ts Wesleyan 94 Alliance 90 (ovt.) · . . 

MIDWEST 
GrOve City 88 Allegheny 45 
Gannon 68 Central S1. 65 
Loyola (Ill.) 73 Ohio u. 70 
Willen berg 105 Heidelberg 58 
K~nt St. 61 Bowling Green 59 
Ashland 74 Malone 38 
Capital 94 Musklngum 81 
Edinbor') 85 Clarion 75 
Bellarmine 98 Ind. Central 82 
Campbellvllle 74 Villa Madonna 70 
Indiana St. 88 .' BUller 85 
Wisconsin 110 Norlhweslel'll 94 
Minnesota 88 Iowa 86 
Luther Coli. 93 st. Ambrose 76 
Western III 83 Eastern II. 77 
Clhnell (Iowa) 60 Knox 58 
Mac'Murry 98 l\linois Coil. 86 
Wheaton ·90 North Central 65 
Aurora 129 F~ul'f>ka 82 
Mt)fimouth 87 Gl"lnnel 71 

Hockey Standings 
NATION!\I, HOCKEY LEAGUE 

Chicago 
N~w York 
Montrl'o.i 
Toronto 
Detroit 
Boston 

W L TPts. OF OA 
31 13 8 70 190 121 
.25 19 8 5~ 145 133 
~2 22 7 51 130 136 
20 21 9 49 131 151 
22 28 3 47 164 171 
15 32 7 37 137 182 • • 

1'uesdllY NigJit 
(No gazlCs schiduICd). 

Wednesday Night 
Montl'('ai at Toronto. 
DI'tI'Oit at New York. 
(Only games scheduled). 

• • • 
'fhurs(lny Nig-ht 

Boston at MontreaL 
TOI'onto at Detroit. 
(Only gamel:l scheduled). 

• • • 
Al'It~IUCAN ][OCKEY LJ<JAGliE 

Eastern DivJsion 
W L TPts. OF GA 

Hl'rshey 29 15 9 67 215 154 
BaltimOI·e 26 22 6 58 193 186 
Quebec 25 24 6 56 200 201 
Springfield 22 24 8 52 204 199 
Providence 10 36 9 29 151 256 

Western Division 

Plttsburgh 
Rochester 
Cleveland 
Buffalo 

W L T :Pta. OF OA 
35 11 8 78 228 156'" 
29 19 7 65 223 172 
26 23 8 60 228 193 
11 38 7 29 164 289 • • • 

Tue~day Night 
Baltimore 8 Buffalo 2 
Quebec 2 Provldenco 1 

(Only games scheduled). • • • 
Wednesday Night 

(No gan;es sChe~ulcd). • 

Thursday Night 
Providence at Quebec. 
(Only game scheduled). • • • 

CENTRAL HOCKEY LEAGUE 
.W L TPts. OF GA 
31 15 8 70 182 146 
26 21 8 60 197 160 
25 20 8 58 194 169 
18 17 18 54 184 169 
2U 28 7 47 171 215 
11 30 18 35 134 201 

Okla. City 
Omaha 
Houston 
St Loui!:! 
Memphis 
Tulsa • • • 

Tuesday Night 
(No gaTes BCh~duled) .• 

Wednesdal Night 
Houston at Omaua. 
St. Louis at Oklahoma City. 
.Memphis ~ at Tulsa. • • • 

Thursday N1Jtht 
(No ga!?es sch"fduled) .• 

W}~STERN nOCKEY L'EAGtlB 
- W L T Pls. OF OA 

36 14 7 79 218 161 
31 20 2 64 171 148 
27 21 5 59 160 144 
22 24 7 51 158 175 
23 29 4 50 202 213 
21 37 6 48 163 172 
13 37 3 29 140 197 awakening. 

Bill Marine, on the other hand, 
used better judgement. He dis­
covered the many ways of saving 
money that were available to him 
in Vietnam. He began by open­
ing a checking account which 
paid him five per cent interest 
on his money. Next, Bill started 
an allotment to purchase a U.S. 
Savings Bond each month. The 
next step was to join the Uni, 
formed Services Savings Deposit 
Program which gives ten per 
cent interest on the money in­
vested. And Bill still had money 
left over to buy the things he 

Omaha 66 WUl:!hbum 56 
j Bald.-Wallace 93 Mt. Ullion 59 

Portland 
Vallcouvel' 
S('attie 
California 
Los Ange1es 
Victoria 
Ban Diego 

• · . 

/' might need or want. 
Bill now had the inner conn­

dence of security. He was putting 
away a nice sum of money each 
month. When he would leave Viet­
nam, he would have money 
available, for a car, or perhaps 
to get married, or to continue 
his education. 

And the moeny he saved was 
earning interest regularly. He 
would get back more than he 
had put into his savings. 

As the months roUed on, Drupy 
continued to spend more money. 
After purchasing the basic neces­
sities each payday. He raced 
down to the local village to spend 
his money on all those great 

. bargains. He found that the goods 
here are much cheaper than 
back in the states. He also found 
that the a vel' age Vietnamese 
salary didn't begin to match his 
and the merchants were anxious 
to have Drupy buy their goods. 

Bill bought all his basic neces­
sity items through the PX, and 
also presents and gifts for all 
the folks back hom,e. Bill even 
used the PX catalog to order 
other items he wanted. 

Drupy's spare time was spent 
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Open wide 
HM3 Robert Kulas, checks the teeth of a cooperative 

Vietnamese during a county fair conducted by 2d Bn., Fifth ' 
Marines, 30 miles southwest of Da Nang. In addition, Navy 
doctors and corpsmen distributed vitamin tablets to more than 
400 villagers of Ben Dau hamlet while Marines provided secur­
ity for the fair. (Photo by LCpl. J. E. Russell) 

Jets scramble twice 
-VC feel impact 

DA NANG-Two F4B "Phan'l undergrowth that constituted a 
tom" jets of Marine Fighter/At· Viet Cong stronghold. 
tack Squadron-US s c ram b 1 e d Ten passes were made over the 
twice on the morning of Feb. 2, target area, only 250 yards from 
to score heavily against the Viet American troops, during which 
Cong in support of American the Phantoms saturated the ene­
ground forces. my held ground with 12 250-

Pilots Major Thomas Duffy and pound bombs. 
Captain Robert Frost, and their Back at Da Nang, after a brief 
Radar Intercept Officers, Major rest, the scramble horn sounded 
James Vandever and Captain again, sending the same two 
John Sease, reached their target Phantoms to a new target area 
'area, 70 miles south of Da Nang. 36 miles south of Chu Lai. 

As the Phantoms swept in at Once again braving enemy fire, 
400 feet to drop their payloads, the Marine Aircraft Gl'oup-ll 
the pilots could plainly distin- jets pounded the area with 190 
guish muzzle flashes from win- 2.75 mm rockets and six 250 
dows of huts and surrounding pound bombs. 

St. Benedict's (Kan .) 97 
Emporia St. 69 

Quincy 106 Iowa Wt'~leyall 80 
Windsor (On{.) 75 Detroit Tech 70 
Northwestern Coil. 84 Gen. Beadle 63 
S. Dakota. Sl. 85 Morningside 65 
Loraa 103 Dominican 70 
Graceland 69 Park 52 
Ohio Northern 110 Anderson 88 
Denison 76 Wooster 68 
Hiram Sc')tt 113 Regis 84 
Taylor 98 Earlham 97 
Grace 100 Indiana 1'ech. 87 
Bethel (Kan.) 76 Bakel' 74 (2 ovL) 
Ottowa (Kan.) 71 

College of Emporia 66 
• • 

SOUTII 
Duke 97 
Davidson 73 
Dayton 80 
Fra.nk. & Marsh. 75 
W. Mal·yland 111 
Sewanee 80 
LaGrange 90 
N. C. A&T 116 

Wake For{'st 84 
VMI69 

Miami (Fla.) 79 
Wash. Coil. 67 

Dickinson 91 
Milligan 58 

W. Gel)rgla 68 

Elizabeth Clly 101 (2 ovt.) 
Worford 73 Newberry 57 
Shaw U. 96 Fayetteville 72 
Wash. & Lee 99 E. Mennonite 64 
S. Carolina 85 Erskine 47 
Randolph.Maeon 78 Gauuaudet 57 
SW Louisiana 66 Louisiana Coil. 57 
Union (Ky.) 72 Berea 60 

• • 
SOUTHWEST 

SMU 69 Arkansas 66 
Roswell 85 Amarillo 83 
Texas Tech. 88 Texas 78 
TCU 83 Rice 74 
Texas A&M 71 Baylor 69 
Texas CoIl. 142 Miss Ind. 111 
Arlington St. 82 Ab. Christian 78 
S. Ark. St. 76 State Col. t)f Ark 72 
Henderson 101 Arkansas A&M 100 
Ozarks 98 ArkansaS Tech 92 
Hendrix 72 Harding 61 
Ark. ColI. 67 Ouachita Baptist 58 
Trinity (Tex.) 99 Texas Lutheran 58 
Pan American 116 Corpus Christl 84 

• • • 
FAR WEST 

Cal Western 75 U. of San Diego 70 
Hayward St. 76 Sail Fran. St. 72 
Western St. 88 N. Arizona 86 
Whittier 98 Callech 72 
Westmont 100 Cal Lutheran 90 
Pomona. 78 Oecidpntal 68 
S. Oregon 90 Humboldt Sl. 84 
Sacramento St. 68 Nevada 66 
Pacific Lutheran 109 Linfield 70 
Willamette 81 Lewis & Clark 79 
Oregon CoIl. 79 G('or~e Fox 64 

fJ:h~ 7J9 °!r~~i1 ~~ 
s. Colo. st. 108 Colo. St. Col. 71 
San Diego 76 Cal. Baptist 56 

TueftdllY Night 
Portland 3 California 1 
Los ·Angeles 5 Seattle 3 

(Only g.a.mes s~hedUled~. 

Wednellday Night 
San DIego at Victoria. 
(Only game scheduled). • • • 

Thursday NiA'ht 
Seattle at LoB Angeles. 
(Only game scheduled) · . EASTERN HOCKEY LEAGUE 

Tuesday Night 
Charlotte 6 Greensboro 0 
Florida 4 Knoxville 0 
Nashville 3 Northern All-Stnrs 1 · . . 

Wednesday NIA'ht 
Johnstown at Clinton. 
Long Island at New Haven. 
New Jersey at Greensboro. 
KnoxvIlle at Florida. • • 

Thursday Night 
Nashville at Florida. 
(Only game scheduled). · . . 

INTL. HOCKEY LEAGUE 
Tuesday NIA'ht 

(No ga~es sche~uled). 

Wednesday Night 
Muskegon at Des Moines. 
Fort Wayne at Dayton. 
(Only games scheduled). • • • 

Thursday NI~ht 
(No games scheduled). 

Eastern DivIsion 
W L Pct. 

Philadelphia 56 10 .848 
Boston 47 17 .734 
New York 33 35 .485 
Cincinnati 29 36 .446 
Baltimore 17 50 .254 

We,,&ern Division 

San Francisco 
St. Louis 
Los Angeles 
Detroit 
Chicago 

W L Pet. 
40 26 .606 
31 36 .463 
27 37 .422 
26 40 .394 
24 43 .358 • • 

Tuesday 

OD 

9~~ 
l' 
14 
16% 

Boston 143 
Detroit 112 
San Francisco 136 • • 

New York 114 
St. Louis ]09 

Los Angeles 133 
• 

Wednesday 
Chicago vs. New York at Baltimore. 
Boston at Baltimore. 
Cincinnati at Los Angeles. • • • 

Tuesday W. Washington 80 Pliget Sound 66 
Cal Poly 92 Pasadena Coil. 62 New York at Boston. 



FRAGRANT REWARD-Da Nang-based Seabees wear garlallds prepared by Vietnamese 
school girls at dedication ceremonies at Binh Thai. The Seabees built new homes tor the SlIr­
vivors 01 the Christmas Eve plane crash there. (Photo by Cpl. J. J. Williams) 

32 new homes constructed 
lor victims 01 plane disaster 

By: SSgt. G. F. Selby 
DA NANG-The leaders of 32 families, representing 100 relatives, were presented 

deeds to their new homes 30 days after their original dwellings were destroyed in a 
tragic mishap. 

They were heads of households in which at least one member was killed when a 
Flying Tiger Airlines cargo plane crashed through Binh Thai hamlet Christn:'as Eve, kill­
ing 110 and injuring 27. The hamlet is located about one and a half mIles south of 
the Da Nang airfield runway. 

Their viIla,ge chief thanked the I '-o-n-b-e-h-a-I-f-o-f-thC"e-:M'-'-a-rC"in-e-s-. ----t-o-tC"h-eC"ir-n-e-w-:dC"w-eC"I"li-ng-s-."7It-:is-c-a-r. 
U.S. forces In the Da Nang area Later with the division band ried on today by the Vietnamese 
f?f the ne:v homes and ,other as- playing' in the background, the people themselves. 
Slstance given the survivors. general took part in presenting Local land owners have donat-

The 32 new homes were buUt deeds to the owners. cd land for a community farm 
through the combined erforts of The work begun by the roW- near the new homes and for the 
the Air Force, Seabee and Ma- tary civic action teams did not erection of a shrine at the scene 
rlne units surrounding Da Nang. end when the families moved in of t~e ~crash. 
The new houses were relocated 
a mile east of the approach. to 
the Da N~ng aIrfield. 

Although solemn, the dedica­
tion ceremonies were as colorful 
as the people could make them. 

Local s c h 0 0 I girls prepared 
garlands to drape around the 
necks of the Seabees who built 
the houses and the Marines and 

Squad leader becomes 
platoon commander 

Navy corpsmen of the 1st Am- By Cpt. W.L. Chrlstorferson Gaffney, 22, had been in Viet-
phibious Tractor Battalion who DA NANG _ Marine Corporal nam only six weeks. But when 
fed and medically treated the Kenneth M. Gaffney is a squad he saw his platoon commander, 
survivors. leader in the 2nd Battalion, First a lieutenant, hit by a burst Qr 

Major General H. Nickerson Marine Regiment. heavy machine gun fire, he as-
." Jr., commanding general, 1st But for a few crucial hours on sumed command without hesita· 

Marine Division, was at the cere- Jan. 31 he was the platoon com- lion. 
monie.s to represent other 1st mander or his unit (second pia- Gaffney immediately set up 
Division Marines who aided the toon of "H" Company) during a security, brought up his support­
survivors the night of the crash. sea r chand destroy operation ing weapons and directed an as-

The villagers presented Nicker- southwest of Da Nang. sault on the village from which 
son with a plaque to show their I "He did everything right," his the fire had come, using one 
appreciation, which he accepted, men said. squad to lay down a base of fire 
-=..:.....---:.....- ------ -''---::--- ----·--- ---- 1 and leading a second in the as-
Operation Independence- sault. 

Securing a landing zone, Gaff-
(Continued From Page 1) four. ney called in a medical evacua-

nel complex and refused to come The largest tunnel complex was tion helicopter for the wounded 
out. Air strikes were called to found the fourth day by "A" Co., officer. 
destroy the complex. 1st Bn., First Marines. The tun- He remal'ned l'n com man d 

. nels were 10 to 12 feet deep, 
T~e ~atterl! of th~ first .day roofs were reinforced and water throughout the day, the final one 

(~neI ~Ire flg~ts With vanous platforms built in to keep the of the seven·day operation, and 
s~ze. uOits of Viet. Cong and the occupants dry. Marines estimat- led the platoon some 7,000 me­
fmdmg of extensive tunnel. and ed the complex could hold a cqm- ters back to the command post. 
cave com p I e,x e s) . contmued plcte enemy battalion. Earlier in the same operation, 
throughout the operation as the . . hIt f "H" C 
Marines compressed the Viet Biggest battle of th~, op,cratIon w en one p a oon 0 o. was 
Cong into tight little pockets came Feb. 5, ~hen H Com- pinned in a rice paddy by cross 
where they were either killed Or pany, 2nd Battahon, Fourth Ma- fire from 800 meters away, Gaff-
captured. rine Regiment, clashed .with an ney's squad, with the rest of the 

.. " enemy force dug to thclr fronl. platoon, assaulted the enemy's 
. On the, second ?ay, ~ Com- The company killed 23 Viet Cong flank, slogging through knee-deep 

p~ny, 1st Batt<;lhon, First !da- and destroyed more than 50 gre- mud in 100 degree heal. 
nnes, found a VlCt Cong hospital. nades and weapons. His men were near exhaustion 

"G" Company, 2nd Battalion, They also captured six pl"ison- upon seizing their objective, but 
Fourth Marines on the third day ers. Gaffney rallied them and led 
found a network of false·bottom During the final days of the them through an additional 250 
foxholes. Troops juml)ing into operation more tun n cis were meters of Viet Cong tl'enchlines 
them wOllld have plunged through found and enemy f1u.shed from and bunkers, under almost con­
a 12-foot hole, the bottom lined hiding places. Blocking forces stant fire. 
with punJI stakes. sank boats carrying Viet Cong at- When two members of his 

"B" Company, 1st Battalion, tempting to escape across the squad flushed a guerrilla from 
First Marines spotted 40 Viet river. the rear or a bunker, Garfney, 
Cong the same day and called in Although action ended Feb. 8, unable to fire for fear of hitting 
air and artillery scattering or the operation officially continued his own men, bayoneted the flee-
killing the group. until the next day as Marines ing Viet Congo 

On the third day, the Civilian withdrew from the area. His squad killed thrce Viet 
Irregular Defense Force, iI'om The Vietnamese rerugees were Cong and destroyed five bunkers 
the Republic of South Vietnam, evacuated across the river to Dai during the assault, ~ and captured 
tangled with an enemy force, Loc where plans to resettle them two weapons and a large number 
killing two VC and capturing in refugee hamlets were made. of grenades. 

Book of Remembra'nce 
MARINE CORPS SCHOOLS, QUANTICO, Va.-If you've becn 

a U.S. Marine for a length of time, it's impossible to leaf through 
the Book of Remembrance at Quantico, Virginia without feeling your 
throat tighten. 

There are names in the Book; solitary epitaphs of Marines 
and Sailors who have died in Vietnam. And the names are hauntingly 
familiar. 

On one of the buff, parchment pages is the memory of a staff 
sergeant ... and an argument on a troop ship in the Mediterranean 
seven years ago ... long before he died in Vietnam. 

On another page, a lance corporal ... a young combat photo­
grapher who said just before his last operation that he considered 
rhetoric-slinging campus-ites of his age group "fuzzhcads who are 
afraid to grow up." 

There are other names in the Book, leaf upon leaf of them. Many 
are unfamiliar, but none are strangers. There are no strangers in 
a fraternity. 

The Marine Corps' Book of Remembrance became a l'eulity 15 
months ago, when more than 450 Marines, ranging in rank from 
private to general, gathered at the Memorial Chapel here to listen 
to the Commandant of the Marine Corps dedicate the Book. The date 
was Nov. 10, 1965 ... the 190th annivcrsury of the Marine Corps. 

At that time, the Book was a bound volume, surfaced with brown 
Moroccan leather, measuring approximately llx14 inches. The 
cream-colored, parchment pages were carefully hand-lettered in 
Old English script, each page containing about 20 names of men 
killed in Vietnam since Oct. 8, 1963, when Marines and their 
Navy counterparts first entered the struggle as advisors. 

The Book reposed in a simple shrine within the Memorial Chapel. 
A glass-topped, oak base contained the roster of fallen and Just above 
the pedestal was a bronze tablet reading, "We remember each of 
these Marines and Sailors who in life and death have honored the 
tradition of ollr Corps by their faithful service to our country". 

Today, the shrine remains as it was. But there have been 
other changes ... and not all of them physical. 

The man who instigated the Book has returned, for example. 
Navy Captain Francis L. Garrett was the Marine Corps Schools 

Chaplain in 1965, when he began patterning the Book after a similar 
one in the American Chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, in London. That 
shrine is dedicated to American servicemen who gave their lives 
in two world wars. 

Chaplain Garrett didn't attend the dedication of the local Book of 
Remembrance. He was in Vietnam by then, and the project had 
been completed by the current MCS Chaplain, Capt. Robert C. 
Fenning. 

Being a bound volume, the original Book had to be hand·lettered. 
For months, Gunnery Sergeant Phil Corrigan, a master calligrapher, 
painstakingly penned the name, rank and date of death of each man, 
many of whom he had known. It took him about 3~ hours for each 
page. 

But, as the Marines stepped up their operations in Vietnam, the 
li.t lengthMed. That, plus the lack of skilled calligraphers should 
Corrigan be transferred, prompted Chaplain Fenning to contact a 
Boston firm of eccesiologists (speCialists in appointments of church . 
furnishings) . 

The new Book of Remembrance arrived here last week. Of red 
Moroccan leather tooled in Great Britain, it looks very much like 
the original. The fact that its pages can be removed for a new 
p~ocess of name-inscription isn't visibly apparent. 

There is an emotional sidebar to the new Book. Three weeks 
ago, Chaplain Fennlng received a Jetter from Mrs. Robert Harris, 
of Des Moines, Iowa, who enclosed a check .. _"to pay the full cost 
of converting the Book of Remembrant:e". 

Mrs. Harris' husband's name is in the Book. 
From now on, the lines of Old English script will be entered 

semi·mechanically, through a silk-screen process at the MCS Training 
Aids Library. 

Keeping in touch 
2dL!. v. C. Thomas, a platoon commander with the Sev­

enth Marine Regiment, Task Force X-Ray, lstMarDiv, main­
tains radio and visual contact with elements of his platoon 
dl/ring firelight with VC guerrillas south 01 Quang Ngai Jan. 
30. (Photo by PFC W. A. Porter) 
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In a huddle 
Larry Wilson (right) discusses football with MSgt, M, S, Ohina and Lt, Robert A, Cornell 

during a recent visit to the Chu LlIi Combat Base, Wilson is a defeflsive hal/back with the St, 
Louis Cardinals, While at CIILI Lai, he visited Task Force X-Ray Headquarters, where he had 
lunch and made trips to 1st Shore Party Bfl" 1st Medical Bn., and 1st Hospital Co, Wilson's 
trip to Vietnam was sponsored by the National Football League lind the usa 

(Photo by Sgt, Earl Lewis) 

LBJ seeks better GI Bill 
President Johnson has proposed to Congress "The Vietnam Conflict Servicemen and 

Veterans ,Act of 1967" which would increase educational allowances, pensions and gov­
ernment lnsurance. 

The President said that members of the Armed Forces are fighting today and "it 
is essential that we convey to them-and to all Americans-our full recognition and 
gratitude for their service in Vietnam and in other troubled areas of the world." 

The President made the following proposals: 
• That single Vietnam veter- , -:--, -,-,-,----,--------------

ans receive a $130 monthly sub- agal.nst college ehglbllIty earned, • Full w a l' tim e disability 
sistence allowance when using as IS now the c~se... rates, including a $1,600 auto-
education benefits instead of the • A 5.4 percent Increase 111 the mobile grant for those v.ctCl·ans 
current $100. That m<lrried vet- p~nsions of 1.4 million vetera!1s, with special disabilities. 
erans continue to receive $130 WIdows and dependents, effective The President's special mes-
with $10 monthly added for the July 1. ,. sage also contained provisions for 
second child and each additional • An IIlcrease 111 the current hazardous duty pay, eel' t a i n 
child. $10,000 government life insurance medical benefits and travel ex-

• Provisions that a~y educa- max~~~m t~ a minimum of $12,- pense for home leave foJ' civilian 
tion time used to complete high 000, With hIgher amounts. scal~d employees of DOD, AID, USIA 
school would not be charged to the pay of, the S'el'Vlceman I' and State Department who are 

-up to a maxImum of $30,000. serving in the war zone. 

Recon platoons 
hit by VC 

By: Sgt. Mike McCusker 
CHU LA! - Two platoons 01 

Viet Cong attacked a reconnais· 
sance team from the 1st Marine 
Division Feb. 3. 

The team from the 1st Recon 
Battalion had been heli-lilted the 
day before onto a hill to observe 
VC movements in the Operation' 
De Soto area 25 miles south of 
Quang Ngai City, 

They came under attack just be­
fore midnight and aftel' a 45 
minute fierce fil'eright beat back 
the enemy. 

Communications were damaged 
by small arms fire before the Ma· 
rines could request supporting I 
arms fire. 

Lance Corporal David A. Ver­
heyn took command of the team 
after the patrol leader and his 
assistant were killed. 

He said he could not get an 
accurate count of enemy dead. 

"We know wc had several 
kills," he said, "I could heal' the 
VC moaning and dragging bodies 
through the brush. They were so 
close I didn't want to risk any­
body to make a count." 

SIIort Rounds I 
A . Regiment hosted 28 Vietnamese , nnlversary elders and local government lead-

CHU LAI A I' . CI'S from surrounding hamlets at 
- c,,0 01 ful eel~· a pre-Tet party held at the regi-

mony, a~~rds, a val~lety o~ l!l~SIC ment's headquarters south of Da 
and preCISion marchmg eXlblbons Nang. 
were ,the order of the ~ay as ~he This first social gathering at 
2d Al my of the I.tc'p~bhc of Viet· regimental headquarters was 
nam. Infantry DIVISI?" celebl'al- called -"highly successful" in pro­
ed . Its . t~~lfth anmVC"sary ~t moting good will by the regi­
their dlvls~on. headquarters In ment's civic action officer. Cap-
Quang NgaI City, tain Samuel E Black 

I~ ,atte,ndance at the c(,l'emo~y Arriving at' the 'regiment's 
wele. Lieutenant G~nel'al LeWIS headquarters just before noon, 
W. Walt~ Comman.dl,ng General, the visitors ranging in ages from 
III . Manne AmphIbIOus Force; the mid-30"s to 95 were treated 
Major Genel'a~ H. Nickerson, to a luncheon and an hour-long 
Jr., . Com!11~~dmg ~ene.ral, 1st show by a Vietnamese cultural­
Manne DIvISIOn; Bngadler Gen- drama group 
~ral William A. Stiles, Command- The drama group comprised or 
~nf ~n~ral, T~s.k. FOl'ce X-Ra~, foul' men and two ~omen, provid­
s . aHne Dlvls~on, and BII- ed an entertaining routine of song 

gadlel' G~nel'al KIm Yun Sang, and magic. 
~ommandlJ,!g Gen.eral, 2d Repub- "The songs are more than 
hc of ~orea Manne (Blue Drag- mere entertainment to the visit­
on) .. BI:lgade.. . ing Vietnamese," Capt. Black 
, PIlOl to the cel emony,. which said. "Like American folk songs 
Included a parade and drIll pel'- they tell of the history of th~ 
formance, .Colonel Nguyen Van country." 
Toan, Acting Commander, 2d Capt. Black explained that "It 
A~VN DIvIsIOn,. pre sen ted was evident by the reception to 
~Ickerson the VIetnamese Na- the music that the Vietnamese 
1I0nai .order Medal 5th Cla~s; people take their history, tl'adi­
Bngadler ~,eneral Sh~es the VIet· tions and customs seriously." 
namese Military MerIt MedalIst 
Class and Lieutenant Colonel 
George R. Lamb, Commander of 
the 4th Battalion, 11th Marine 
Regiment, 1st Marine Division, 
the Vietnamese Cross of Gallant· 
ry with Silver Star. 

Following the awards. a drill 
performance was given by the 
ROK Marine Drill Team, after 
which, troops 01 the 2d ARVN Di­
vision, Vietnamese Pop u I a I' 
Forces and 2d Platoon, "H" 
Company, 7th Marine Regiment, 
1st Marine Division, passed in 
review. 

The 1st Marine Division and 2d 
ARVN Division bands entertained 
throughout the ceremony and 
parade with a variety of Vict­
namese songs. 

Lucky day 
BA NANG-"Today (Feb, 2) 

was my lucky day." 
These words of Brookfield, 

Mass., P r i vat e Fir:st Class 
Frances C. Goodro, sporting a 
freshly scarred armored vest. tell 
how he felt about the hours he 
spent leading a patrol through 
underbrush and rice paddies on 
a four·day search and destroy 
mission just south of Da Nang. 

Goodro was point for his unit­
"I" Company, 3rd Battalion, 
First Marines. 

Numerous punji pits and booby 
traps had been found the day be­
fore so the young Marine cau­
tiously took the lead position. 
Goodro was stepping carefully 
and looking closely at anything 
possibly hiding a grenade or 
mine. It meant slow going for 
the column but also meant safe 
treading. 

Then, with only a half mile lert 
in the day's march. Goodro "hit 
the jackpot." He had come to a 
ditch too steep and deep to climb 
in and out of, but narrow enough 
to jump. 

Goodro leaped and as one foot 
hit the other side a blast and a 
little push from the real' helped 
him the rest of the way. He had 
tripped a booby trap just prior 
to the leap across the ditch. 

When the smoke c I e a l' e d, 
Goodro saw that the man behind 
him had been hit in the arm, 
That's when Goodro studied his 
own vest, remembering the 
"push" he had received in the 
leap. It had its share of fresh 
pock marks down the back and 
a long groove in the side. 

Goodro later explained it was 

Support 
CHU LA! - Marine First Lieu­

tenant Ben L. Dyals, had just 
finished a checker game. 

Now the Marine Attack Squad­
ron-214 pilot and his lIight lead­
er, Major James M. Cox, were 
airborne in A4C "Sky hawk" jets 
and on their way to bomb the 
Viet Congo 

"We scrambed quick," Dyals 
said in describing the late after· 
noon mission. 

Cox and Dyals turned north and 
headed 101' a VC stronghold 17 
miles southwest of Da Nang. 

"It took only seven or eight 
minutes to get Over target. As 
we circled, we were told to expect 
plgnty of sJUall arms fire during 
our bombing runs," Cox said. 

Both pilots made nine passes 
over the target traveling faster 
than 500 miles an hour. 

"We are a pretty hard target 
to hit at that speed, but the Viet 
Cong keep putting rounds into our 
planes," Cox, who has flown 140 
combat missions since coming to 
Vietnam last September, said. 

A spotter plane later reported 
the two MAG-12 pilots killed six 
VC, destroyed 12 structures, and 
damaged 10 othe-rs with their 
bombs. 

Ring of fire 
DONG HA-A U,S, Army artil­

lery bat t e r y surrounded a 
trapped Marine reconnaissance 
team with a ring of firc for 
nearly 14 hours preventing a large 
enemy force from overrunning an 
isolated eight-man patrol. 

During the night·long mission, 
882 rounds of 105mm ammuni­
tion were expended by " B" Bat­
tery 01 the Army's 40th Field 
Artillery unit. 

After firing for six hours, an 
emergency night ammo resupply 
(the first of its kind) was dis­
patched from Marine artillery 
units at Camp J,J, Carroll to the 
displaced battery, south 01 the 
Roekpile, 

The overland convoy traveled 
the seven miles to the battery 
through areas termed "insecure" 
after dark. 

Five trucks of ammo, another 
two loaded with security troops 
and two radio vehicles made up 
the convoy. 

After taking command, Vel'­
heyn, although wounded, directed 
and returned fire on the enemy. 
moving from position to position 
encouraging his men and tending 
to the wounded. 

After the initial attack the VC 
harassed the Marines during the 
night with automatic weapons fire 
and grenades. 

Into the river 
Marines of "F" Co., 2d BIl., Fourth Marines move across 

river during all operation held in late January west of Da 

Nang, (Photo by LCpl. C. L. McClory) 

- more than luck that saved him, 
"I'm glad I had the vest on even 
if, at times, it gets heavy and 
bulky," he said. 

The emergency resupply was 
dispatched after helicopter ex­
traction of the Marines during 
the darkness was stopped by 
heavy ground fire. 

The recon team spent the night 
directing the 105mm fire to as 
close as 50 meters to their posi­
tion before being picked up by 
helicopter the next morning. 

Helicopters extracted the team 
at dawn. 
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On the iob 
SSgt. Randolph S. Hunter checks a villager's identifica­

tioll against a Viet Cong suspect list during Operatioll De SOlO, 

sOlitll of QlIang Ngai. Hunter is with the Seventil Marines. 
(Photo by pFe w. A. Porter) 

-
Plane crashes into sea 
-Skyhawkpilot rescued 

By: GySgt. C. V. StalJings 
CHU'LAI-Teamwork, skill and courage of an attack pilot and a rescue helicopter 

pilot recently saved the life of Captain William "Ghost" Scheuren when his Skyhawk 
fighter-bomber crashed and sank in the South China Sea. 

While taking off from the Marine Chu Lai Airstrip, Scheuren's jet was about 5,000 
feet down the runway and the Skyhawk's airspeed indicator read 145 knots. 

"It was about there," Scheuren recalls, "I felt the thump. The next thing was my 
wing dropped and I could see fire in my rear vision mirror." 

It was later determined the 
"thump" Scheuren (elt was the The inky darkness and restricted 
impact of his left main landing visibility caused by the rain reo 
gear when it hit a 500.pound quired Wright to lower his own 
bomb accidentally dropped on the landing gear so that he could 
runway by a plane taking orr turn on his landing lights to check 
ahead of him. for damage~ 

"When I finally got it into the "I could see the left wheelan 
air I raised the gear, but the BUI's plane had been torn orr 
indicators showed the left main and tbe landing strut was bent 
was unsafe." back at an odd angle," Wright 

As the crippled jet disappeared said. "With damage like that he 
into the low overcast north of had to eject." 
Chu Lai, Scheuren notified de- Scheul'en chose to "bail out" 

"chopper" and further out to sea. 
O'Toole spotted the descending 

parachute before it hit the water 
and was over the downed pilot 
in a matter oC seconds. 

"I heard the chopper's engine 
overhead but was too busy to 
leok up," Scheuren said. "When 
I hit the water a wave collapsed 
my chute and drove It into me 
with some forcc. I was all tangled 
in the lines and cloth," he added. 

parture control radar he had an over the South China Sea. 
emergency and requested a radar "With 'Indian country' so close 
vector to the ordnance drop area to the runways, I thought my 

While Scheuren struggled to 
free himself from the parachute, 
O'Toole held his helicopter only 
a few feet above the breaking 
surf. C J J C II where he could jettison his load best chance would be to 'punch 

a m P a rro of bombs. out' over the beach and hope "I saw the rescue harness and 
• • "After I got rid of the bombs, the wind would push me inland got one arm and my head in-

she handled a lot easier, but I d ld' h 
was still in the soup and didn't an the bird wou go mto t e side before O'Toole had to lift oCf lithe c-Ity on the h -11111 really know what was wrong with water," he said. to avoid getting buried by a 

- my ship," he said. While Scheuren maneuvered breaker," Scheuren said. 
Just then, the ground control his jet below the overcast, Sec- Scheuren was lifted a few feet 

approach came up on the radio and Lieutenant T. P. O'Toole, of out of the water when a breaker 
By: Sgt. Phil Stacy and began to guide the limping Marine Medium H eli cop t e r ~it, wrenching him out of the har-

DONG HA-Camp J. J. Carroll is "the city on the jet through a precision approach Squadron-363, flying the rescue ness and back into the water. In 
hill." to the runway at Chu Lai. "chopper", c i r c 1 e d the area the 15 minutes it took to eCfect 

Situated only seven miles from the demilitarized zone, "I finally broke out oC the over- where Scheuren was expected to the rescue Scheul'en I' e c a II s, 
Camp Carroll is the northernmost Vietnam-based ' Marine cast at about a thousand feet, eject. "O'Toole kept putting the wheels 
encampment. but it was dark and the rain "As I approached the beach I of the chopper into the water. At 

The camp boasts a population compared to a small didn't help my f a I' war d visi- could see the lights of the chop- times, the waves were slapping 
bility." per over the water. I saw other against his engine compartment," 

farming community. Colonel J. P. Lanigan, camp com- By this time, the plight of the lights further out that I thought Scheuren said. 
mander, has the responsibilities damaged Skyhawk was known to were the qmning lights of a ship, When the jet pilot fin a II y 
and problems of the mayor of a ~'ants, called mess tent~, provjd- the Leqthernecks on the ground. sO'l turned the plane to a more climbed aboard the helicopter he 
small community and much more mg hot m.eals for tired 3T~d A second Skyhawk, flown by .southerly heading before I pulled picked up .the crewman's micro­
-an enemy in the surrounding hungry Mannes. Except for mail, Captain Grant Wright, launched the curtain," Scheuren said. phone and said, "O'Toole, if you 
hills. hot meals rank next on the list 

, f . t . f in an attempt to join on Scheuren His hesitation caused his flight can find a saloon, I'll buy you a 
The Third Marine Regiment, ? lrnpor ant Items or a Marine and check his plane for damage. path to be away from the rescue drink." 

~nate:s ~:ni~~n':naj~~~~: ~~e mA~07sbat~e case in any small ~:::~::-:-:--~:::-:;;;;;~;~~:::-:;:-:::~-~.~.,:"w:, ':~:";;~:'----------;'----'---':':::::_:';":I: .. ' •. ;;--_:;)!":.': 
population, but also housed on the town, Camp Carroll has its own ..... 
hill is Marine artillery. tanks, store (PX) in a large truck 
anti-tanks, engineers and Army trailer. The store is stocked with 
artillery. necessities such as shaving and 

The Army on the hill, with writing gear, film and cigarettes. 
their "big guns" (self-propelled Next to the "country store" is 
175mm's) assists Marine artillery the post office where a Marine 
support 3rd Marine Division units can buy a money order 01' send 
in outlying areas such as the. a package home. 
Rockpile, Cua Valley and the Ba 

. Long Valley. 
.Under d ire c t ion of Captain 

RIchard H. Oats of the Third 
Marines' logistic office, Marine 
engineers (comparable to a high­
way department) are busy keep­
ing roads on the hill open to the 
heavy flow of traffic. 

The logistic officer and his 
crew are the mainstay of the 
rr,taintenance and building of the 
CIty. U~dcl' this public works­
type department, about 10,000 
gallons of water are used in an 
average day. The water, which 
in the past was hauled four miles 
10 the hill, is now pumped for 
more than a mile up the hill. 

The city's Sidewalks, although 
made from artillery ammunition 
boxes, make walking from tent 
to tent a little easier during the 
monsoon rains and deep mud. 

Note in bottle 
arrives here 

By: Cpl. Bob Pitner 
DA NANG - Notes cast into 

the sea in bottles have lortg been 
a popular subject of fiction, mo­
tion pictures, and cartoons. 

Staff Sergeant Daniel Cochran 
found his own gla~s-enclosed 
story. 

Cochran, a member of the 
crash crew of Marine Aircraft 
Group-16, was walking along: the 
beach at the Marble Mountain Air 
FaCility, four miles south of Da 
Nang, when he spotted a bar­
nacle·encrusted bottle was h e d 
ashore by the tide. 

"I almost walked past it," he 
said, "then I saw that it had pa­
per in it and went back and 
picked it up." 

He opened the bottle and ex­
tracted a partially decayed note 
tied with a piece of old rag. It 
read: 

The multitude of tents in which 
Marines live and work, all have 
electric lighting provided by the 
communications section's gaso. 
line powered generator. The 
comm section is also the city's 
telephone company with a slight· 
ly out-of-date, but practical, "ring 
the operatm' and get your nurn- "The day a tidal wave swept 
bel''' phones. Hawaii, 1964. With regards from 

It's feasible to pick up a field Cadets of SI. San Felipe." 
phone here on the hill and place The Marine is convinced the 
a call to the United States ai- note is genuine. What he doesn't 
though it would require an a~sist know is who are the Cadets of 
from the (MARS) ham radio sta· St. San Felipe. 
tion operated by the 3rd Marine Cochran said he plans to write 
Division in Phu Bai. the Hawaii Chamber of Com-

Although no party lines exist, merce for information. 
the switchboard is as busy as He will use a method of com­
any small town switchboard. It municatiol1 specdier than ocean 
is manned 24 hours a day. ,currents - the' United States 

There are about seven rest au· , mail. 

1 stLt. Richard N. Bloomberg (illsert) nursed this badly 
from a target area to Da Nang airfield. 

..... ~ 

damaged A4E "Skyhawk" iet 
(Photo by SSgt. Bill Brown) 

VC anti-aircraft gun hits iet 
By: GySgt. E. C. Nolan 

CHU LAI-"There was a loud 
thump and the plane shuddered 
violently," recalled a 1st Marine 
Aircraft Wing aviator as he re­
lived "one of the most hectic 
moments of all my 27 year~." 

First Lieutenant Richard N. 
Bloomberg, oC Costa Mesa, Calif., 
and a pilot with Marine Attack 
Squadron-31l, Marine Aircraft 
Group-12, was making his sec­
ond run at an enemy gun posi­
tion on Feb. 5. 

"1 had them zeroed in and 
managed to drop all 10 of my 

250-pound bombs," he said. But 
the enemy also had Bloomberg's 
ME "Skyhawk" attack jet in 
their sights. 

The loud thump was an anti­
aircraft round which hit his jet's 
left intake. 

"If it had been a Coot to my 
left, I wouldn't be here," Bloom­
berg said. 

He began to head for home. 
But with his engine running 
rough and his instruments out, 
Bloomberg turned and "kept my 
ringers crossed as I headed for 
the coast and open water in case 

I had to eject." 
The crippled A4E limped to Da 

Nang, a 20-minute flight, before 
the engine started overheating. 

"I was in trouble when the 
temperature went up, so I circled 
the field, shut my engine down, 
and came in on a 'dead stick.' 
Luck was with me," he said. 

Bloomberg has flown 76 mis­
sions with VMA-311 since report­
ing to Vietnam four months ago 
and has been awarded four Air 
Medals. 
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Eyes • 
In the sky 

A Marine "Bird Dog" spolter plane pan'es low over Marines of "E" Co., 2d BII., Ninth 
Marines, on a sweep and destroy mission ill the Royal Tombs' area approximately 10 miles 
south of Hue. The mission of the light spoiler aircraft is to call in artillery and air supporting 
fire for the ground Marines. . (Photo by Sgt. H. L. Shaw) 

"God let him go home" 
By Sgt. Mike McCusker 

CHU LAI - The last thing Ma· 
rine Lieutenant Patrick Anthony 
O'Malley remembered before the 
plane crashed was the trees 
"hurtling tow.l1rds him." 

The 24·year·old 1st Mar inc 
Division air observer had spotted 
some Viet Cong just moments be~ 
fore, and his pilot was on a 
rocket run to mark their position 
15 miJes south of Quang Ngai on 
Jan. 26 when suddenly everything 
happened at once. 

The Cessna 0·1 "Bird Dog" 
was in a steep dive. Its rockets 
misfired, and enemy ground fire 
tore through the tiny plane. 

The pilot could not pull out of 
the dive and the plane smashed 
into the trees lining a muddy 
stream. The force of the crash 
ripped orr a wing and spun the 
plane around. Its nose settled 
into the water. 

O'Malley, hurt and dazed, 
crawled through a broken win­
dow of the wrecked cabin and 
was about to check the damage 
when he froze. 

An armed Viet Cong was star­
ing at him from the opposite 
river bank. O'Malley didn't move 
a muscle. The VC turned and 
walked away. 

Turning back to the plane, 
O'Malley saw the pilot still in his 
seat. 

"I'm trapped," the a v i a tor 
said, "how about putting this firc 
out under mc." 

An electrical fire was crackling 
beneath the pilot's scat. O'Mal­
ley extinguished it as the pilot 
made a wry Joke about where he 
felt the heat. His leg waS trapped 
beneath crushed metal and the 
o b s erv e r, using most or his 
strength, managed to pry away 
the sleel and get the pilot out. 

Both agreed to leave the crash 
site before any more VC came. 
The pilot started into the stream. 
He was walking wUh the current 
when three grenades exploded 
nearby sending spray high into 
the air. 

O'Malley plunged into the wa­
ter; he never saw the pilot again. 

keeping all but his head im­
mersed in the water for two 
hours. 

Miraculously the 30 VC search 
force did not find him. Several 
beat down the brush on the op­
posite shore and three more gre­
nades were thrown into the area 
around the plane. 

O'Malley's heart nearly stopped 
as a black~paJama clad VC slart­
ed spraying the bushes with auto­
matic fire. The rounds chopped 
up the water and one of them 
hit him square In the back. All 
he felt was a stab of pain, as If 
someone had thrown a rock, and 
he knew his flak Jacket had 
stopped a bullet. 

After what seemed an eternity, 
the VC left. O'Malley just had 
time to think of the baby daught· 
er he had never seen when an­
other force, smaller than the 
first, approached the plane. 

Thc VC milled about and soon 
left, replaced within a few min­
utes by yet another group that 
wandered about aimlessly before 
they 100 lost interest and strag­
gled away. 

D uri n g the time, O'Malley 
thought constantly of his wife and 
his daughter born just after his 
arrival in Vietnam four months 
before. He could hear firefights 
between helicopters and VC on 
the ground, and the explosions of 

O'Malley said later the Huey 
just sat there waiting for him. 

"It was the most beautiful slghl 
I had ever seen," he said. 

He had to crawl across the 
paddy Ihrough the enemy flte 10 
the chopper. The two machine 
gunners In the lIuey raked the 
enemy positions until O'Malley 
was aboard and the helicopter 
lifted over the trees and out or 
danger. 

O'M a 11 e y took off his· flak 
jacket and found the bullet im· 
bedded in the fiberglass. 

"If I hadn't been trained to 
never give myself up," he said 
later, "I might have tried to sur· 
render. 

hI hung on, frightened and 
helpless but determined to escape 
because I just had the feeling 
God was going to let me go 
home," he added. 

1 

bombs and rockets nearby. r,,"'ih.'·'; 
When the sun emerged from 

behind Ihick clouds, O'Malley 
was worried that he would be 
outlined in the water. It was not 
the VC that saw the silhouette 
but another Marine aerial ob­
server. 

First Lieutenant William 
Berry was searching for his 
classmate O'Malley. 

Berry and O'Malley had be· I tlr" ..... ":, , 
come observers together, gradu­
ating from the same class. Berry 
saw the wrecked plane and a sec­
ond later spotted the nearly in­
visible form in the water just 
upstream. 

At the same instant O'Malley 
risked enemy detection by leav­
ing his cover and waving. 

The second time around Berry 
dropped a yellow smoke grenade 

33 years experience 
ordnance helpful • In 

By: WO Bob Larson 
CHU LAI-A Marine's 33 years of ordnance experi­

ence is paying huge dividends for the 1st Marine Aircraft 
Wing in Vietnam. 

Chief Warrant Officer John A. Scarborough, Sr., ord­
nance officer for Marine Attack Squadron-211, and a Ma­
rine since Franklin Delano Roosevelt's first year as presi­
dent, only wishes he had enlisted sooner. 

"If I had it to do ovel' again ;---:--:---,;--
I'd do everything the same, but 1939. There he received on-the-
I'd stapt earlier," he said. job training in aviation weaponry. 

Now 55, the Santa Ana, Cali£. When the Japanese hit Hawaii 
resident was 22 when he enlisted two years later, Scarborough was 
and he's been a Marine ordnance there as an aviation ordnance­
man ever since. man ... a job he held until 1943, 

Pilots of the "Wake Island when, as a master sergeant, he 
Avengers" squadron operating at was assigned to Miramar Naval 
Chu Lai are continually amazed Air Station, Cali£. 
at Scarborough's vitality, enthu· While at Miramar, Scarbo-
siasm and energy. rough was appointed a warrant 

His 30-man ordnance section , officer and assigned duties as 
he says, "has a job to do and it staff rocket officer for Marine 
gets done. They've proven time aviation units on the West Coast. 
and again they have what it He was instrumental in develop­
takes to accomplish the mission." ing early rocket-firing techniques .. 

In the process, Scarborough fOI" the Marine Corps, and helped 
and his crew over the past three construct rocket ranges at El 
weeks have sent more than 800 Centro and the Mojave Desert in 
tons of munitions hurling down California. 
on the enemy via VMA-211 pilots. When the Korean conflict erupt-

"Over the years I've had some ed, Scarborough was serving as 
wonderful experiences," he said, ordnance and range officer at 
"and I wouldn't trade those Marine Corps Schools, Quantico, 
years for anything." Va. and captain of the schools' 

Those years hold unending me- rifle and pistol teams. 
morles for the Marine gunner Before 1950 had ended, he 
... he enlisted the year the Fleet joined MAG-ll in Japan and from 
Mar I n e Force was officially there served in Korea with squad­
rormed. • . he was with MAG·2 rons of that group until he re- ~ 
In Hawaii on Dec. 7, 1941 when turned to El Taro, Calif. in 1953. 
the Japanese attacked Pea r I He served as ordnance officer 
Harbor ... he went Island·hopping with Marine Wing Support Group 
in the Paclfic in the early '40s, -37, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, at 
at Guadalcanal and throughout El Toro, and later as the base 
the Russell Islands. . . went to range officer and captain of the 
Korea with MAG-ll shortly after rifle and pistol team. 
the North Korean hordes swooped In 1961 CWO-4 Scarborough 
south of the 38th parallel. joined VMA·311 and s e r v e d 

Today's Mar i n e, he adds, aooard aircraft carriers USS 
doesn't suffer at all when com- Midway and USS Coral Sea in 
pared to Leathernecks of the past the Pac i f i c, supervising the 
decades. "The ordnance men of squadron's ordnance section. 
today are the same caliber as Following that the gunner reo 
those 25 years ago," he says, add- turned to EI Toro and once again 
ing, "in fact, they are the best became ordnance and range offi­
I've ever seen." cer until 1966 when he requested 

And that encompasses a lot oC reassignment to Vietnam. 
Marines since Scarborough fin- "I had to obtain special permis­
ished recruit training at Parris sion from Headquarters Marine 
Island, S.C. in 1933 and stayed Corps to remain on active duty, It 
at that post to learn small arms said Scarborough, who joined 
and automatic weapons repair. VMA-211 last November. 

Six years later, a staff ser· ''I'll remain on active duty as 
geant, he joined MAG-2 at Oak- long as the Corps will allow," he 
Jand and moved with the group said. "I hope to stay with it until 
10 North Island, San Diego in I reach 62." 

River watch Viet Cong were charging across 
the paddies towards the plane 
when O'Malley surfaced lor air. 
He ducked underwater again and 
swam upstream to an overhang­
ing bush. He crouched beneath it, 

in a rice paddy next to the 
stream. Right behind, an Army 
Huey helicopter swooped down 
and landed. Within seconds it 
was surrounded and hammered 
by VC fire. 

Two Leathernecks of the 3d Bn., First Marines, set lip a machine gun posll/on to cover 
members 0/ their battalion. as they prepare to cross a river. The 1st Division Marines were on a 
search lInti destroy operation recently terminated sOllth 0/ Da Nang. 
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Kunkel-Wood Turnpike completed 
Maj. Charles O. Newton (right). CO, Jst Engineer Bn., IstMarDiv., congratulates SSgt. 

. Henry L. Kunkel (center) on completion of the Kunkel and Wood Turnpike Feb. 8. Looking on 
at left is the other half of the team for whom the road was named, SSgt. Larry D. Wood. The 
eight mile road connecting a ferry landing site with the 1 stBn., Seventh Marines headquarters, 
took 32 weeks to build. 

Decorations and Awards 
DA NANG - A Marine lieuten­

ant who courageously rallied his 
platoon to fight off a Viet Cong 
battalion then ran ahead of his 
lines to mark enemy positions 
with smoke grenades for aircraft 
circling overhead, was awarded 
the Silver Star Medal Feb. 7. 

First Lieutenant Lee H. il-nder­
son was serving as a platoon 
commander with "L" Company, 
3rd Battalion, Filth Marines on 
July 24 during Operation Hastings 
when theh: positions ...were at­
tacked by an enemy force. 

"Braving intense hostile firc, he 
courageously moved among his 
men, directing their fir~ and ot­
fering words of encouragement," 
according to the citation. 

His platoon gained fire superior­
ity which resulted in seven known 
enemy killed, one of whom An­
derson killed himself, the citation 
reads. 

Anderson's platoon s u f fer e d 
only light casualties. 
... Calling in an airs trike to ensure 
the destruction of the enemy, An­
derson immediately saw the pilots 
could not locate the enemy posi· 

I tions due to the dense jungle 
canopy. 

"With complete disregard for 
his own safety," the citation 
reads, "Anderson ran forward 
four separate times to hurl smoke 
grenades into the enemy posi· 

tions, marking them for the air­
craft overhead. 

"His heroic and selfless action 
insured the success of the close 
air support mission and the ulti~ 
mate destruction of the North 
Vietnamese force," the citation 
reads. 

• • • 
DA NANG - A 20·year·old Ma­

,rine rifleman, whose aggressive 
action saved a tank from possible 
destruction has been presented 
the Silver Star Medal. 

Lance Corporal Thomas H. Mc~ 
Laughlin was presented the med~ 
al for his action while serving as 
a rifleman with "e" Company, 1st 
Battalion, Twenty-Sixth Marines. 
As a member of a tank and iT)­
fantry assault squad, McLaugh­
lin's squad came I,mder heavy 
small arms fire. He rushed for­
ward throwing a grenade into an 
enemy trench, then shot an enemy 
soldier in another trench, who was 
attempting to fire a rocket launch­
er at one of the Marine tanks. 
McLaughlin saw an enemy soldier 
firing at him from a trench to 
his right ' and shot him. 

His citation reads, "Aggressive­
ly and instantaneously, McLaugh­
lin reacted to all commands of 
his squad leader, and was a de­
termining factor in the death of 
several Viet Congo By his daring 
actions and loyal devotion to duty 

in the face of great personal risk, 
McLaughlin upheld the highest 
traditions of the U.S. Naval Servo 
ice." 

• • * 
DA NANG - The courageous 

efforts of Hospital Corpsman 
Third Class Jack D. Breeze 
earned the 19-year-old corpsman 
the Bronze Star Medal Jan. 30. 

On two occasions Breeze braved 
hostile enemy fire to administer 
first aid -to wounded Maril)Cs. 

While serving with "D" Com­
pany, 1st Battalion, Twenty·Sixth 
Marines on a ,search and destroy 
mission, his unit came under 
heavy small arms and automatic 
weapons fire. Working in a small 
depre~sion, deep enough to afford 
protection for the wounded only, 
Breeze remained exposed to a 
heavy volume of enemy fire as 
he administered aid. 

His cool presence of mind and 
courageous actions were instru­
mental in saving the lives of a 
fellow corpsman and a Marine, 
the citation reads. 

Again, during the later part of 
September, Breeze continuously 
exposed himself to heavy fire in 
order to administer aid to wound­
ed Marines. 

"His valiant efforts were an in­
spiration to all who observed 
him," the citation reads. 

Children's hospital dedicated 
HOA KHANH-The Children's Hospital of Force Logistic Support Group "Alpha", 

Force Logistic Command at Camp Books located 10 miles northwest of Da Nang, was 
dedicated Feb. 5. 

More than a year ago, the 1st Battalion, Third Marines, 3rd Marine Division, 
began a Medical Civic Action Program in the Hoa Khanh area. They treated over 250 
patients daily in the surrounding villages. 

Seeing the need for a children's hospital, the battalion, with the help of the Sev­
enth Engineer Battalion, built a 
temporary structure to accommo­
date a small portion of the chil­
dren being treated. 

The hospital did not have the 
facilities to handle all patients, 
so Marines and Sea bees con­
structed a small hut in the spring 
of last year. 

When the battalion departed 
Lieutenant Rob e rtF. Oldt. 
(USN). command surgeon of 
FLSG·A and Seventh Engineers. 
Navy corpsman and Seabees, be­
gan construction on the new hos­
pital in Oct. 1966. It was com· 
pleted in late Nov. of last year. 

In December, 26 patients were 
admitted to the hospital. That 
number has now risen to more 
than 50. , 

The Com bin e d Action Com­
panies (CAC) in the area playa 
major role in the success of the 
hospital. Patients whose condi­
tion is too severe to be treated in 
the field are brought and admit­
ted to the hospital. 

The hospital caters to over 30,-
000 children in the Hoa Khanh 
area, and occasionally, patients 
from Da Nang arrive for treat­
ment. 

"Our three most common di­
seases are skin infections, worms 
and malnutrition," states Master 
Chief Frank G. Alvau. "We are 
trying to teach the children sani­
tation." 

With a staff of one Navy doc· 
tor, three corpsmen and thrce 
Vietnamese nurses, the hospital 

is open 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. 

"Through the efforts of Ollr hos­
pital staff, we arc making great 
strides in winning the confidence 
of the Vietnamese people," con­
cluded Alvau. 

In dedicating the hospital, Bri­
gadier General Jariies E. Herbold 
Jr., commanding general, FLC. 
stated, "this hospital is dedicated 
with 'love, happiness and free­
dom' in honor of our Vietnamese 
friends." 

Major General H. Nickerson 
Jr., commanding general, 1st Ma­
rine Division, and Major Hai 
Xuam Hau, District Chief of Hoa 
Yang District, were among the 
honored guests along with local 
village chiefs. 

Marine believes· in 
People to People 
By CpJ. L. L. Carson 2nd Battalion, First Marine, Mil-

DA NANG - W her eve r leI' is waging his personal civic 
action program much to the 

Lance Corporal Floyd E. delight of Vietnamese youngsters. 
Miller goes, the Marine rna- He joined the Marine Corps 
chine gunner has a crowd with one idea in mind-he wanted 
of Vietnamese children neal'- to serve in Vietnam. 
by. "I feel sorry for these people," 

Nicknamed "Gomer" by fellow he ~aid, "especially the kids. 
Leathernecks of "F" Company, They have never seen a day of 

peace in their lives and I am 
trying to bring a little happiness 
into their lives," Miller said. Jazz combo 

PIlU BAI - Things were jump· 
ing last week in the Second Bat­
talion, Ninth Marine Regiment's 
area - not from explosions or in­
coming Viet Cong rounds, but 
from the wild music of an off­
duty Marine jazz combo. 

Playing nightly at the batta­
lion's "Grunt Club," the five· 
man, locally organized group, 
pounds out rock 'n' roll, country­
western, soul music, and, occa­
sionally, a few Marine battle 
songs. 

Private First Class Don Fla­
herty, organizer of the group, is 
vocalist when he is not serving 
as a Marine 3.5 rocket launcher 
gunner. 

Leader guitarist, Private First 
Class Jerry Allen, is a rifleman; 
guitarist Private First Class Nor­
ris Edwards is an M79 grenadier; 
Lance Corporal Steven Green, 
bass guitar for the group, also 
serves as a Marine squad radio­
man in the battalion; and Cor­
poral Joe Goodwin, the drummer, 
is a Marine scout rifleman. 

Every two weeks Miller's 
mother sends packages contain­
ing candy and toys for the Viet­
namese children. Then, wherever 
he goes, he passes out the goodies 
to kids along the trails. 

Christmas day. Miller played 
Santa to the children from the 
hamlets surrounding his company 
area, thanks ,to an extra special 
package he received. 

He believes the way we treat 
the Vietnamese people will be the 
deCiding factor in the war. 
""'It's not always easy for the 

villagers," he said. "When we 
get fired on and have to charge 
through their crops, I imagine 
they don't think too kindly of us, 
but it's something that has to be 
done." 

He said it's what we do and 
how we treat the Vietnamese 
following the fighting that will 
keep us in their good faith. 

"It costs quite a bit to send all 
the candy and toys over here," 
Miller said, "but the look on the 
kids' faces when I give them 
something, makes it all worth 
while." 

Near miss 
PFC Rick W. Halloway points to the bullet hole in .his 

helmet he received during Operation Tuscaloosa, Jan. 26. A 
fire team leader with "H"' Co., 2d Bn., Fifth Marines, Halloway 
was the victim of a VC sniper. The slug entered the top of his 
helmet, from the front, curved its way across the top and 
down the back between the helmet and liner. It came out the 
bOl/om and passed through his combat pack and went into the 
ground behind him. (Photo by LCpl. J. E. Russell) 
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, 0 the Marines~with love 
KANSAS CITY - Somebody I home-made valentine. A coaster I After sevcral tdephone calls. 

really lovcs those Marines! wagon and 120 candy bars vI:ere t~e shipping .Pl.'?blem ~\'~S ~~I~~d I 
Th' t t, t db' prizes to the younrsstcr scndin ..... \\hen two Malllle COIPS dlstllct 

IS s. a ernen was rna. e ~ . to> e headquarters and Trans-World 
Jon HO~lday •. program ~lrector JI1 the best home·made ('ntry. Airlines voluntf'ered to ass i s t 
for R~dlo StatIOn KMBC 10 Kan- The few hundred valentines KMBC in getting the valentines 
sas City, as he rcf7rred to the Holiday expected multiplied sev- to Vietnam. I 
~hou~ands. of v~lent1Dcs stacked era I times over. He had to aban- They were nown from Kansas 
In h.1S of~lce ~hlCh were sent to dOll his original plans to spnd the City by T.W.A. to San Francisco 
Mannt-:; In VIetnam. valentinf's by airmail to the ht where they wC're met by mal'ines 

The station began a campaign Marine Division in Vietnam. of the 12th Marine Corps District. 
during late January to collect "There were tho usa n d s of The marines then delivered them 
valentines for Marines, offering them; probably enough to send to the fleet po.st office for fUrther 
an ll-pif'ce cookware ensemble one to each mall in the division," shipment to the ('ombat Leather-
to the adult submitting the best said the program director. necks. 

Wanted: Dead-any member 
of 3d Tank Bn. CA team 

By: Cpl. W.L. Christofferson 
DA NANG-Wanted: Dead. Any member of the civic action team of the 3rd Tank 

Battalion, 1st Marine Division. 
The Viet Cong haven't tacked up any "wanted" posters yet, but the word is out 

that there is a price riding on the head of each member of the team. 

LOOK AT ME-GySgt, LOll V. While, motor transport chief, 
2d Bn" JI th Marines checks Ihe fit of a skirl and blouse he 
has presented to a ha{Jpy young girl 0/ Tien Sling hamlel. The 
clothing was donated to the villagers 0/ Ky Khuong Province 
by churches, civic clubs (lnd schools of Dooly COlmlYJ Ga. 

The bounty: 5,000 piasters (about $42). 
The reason: The unqualified success the tank unit's civil affairs team has had in 

working with the people of Phong Bac hamlet, three miles south of Da Nang. 
The team, headed by First . 

Lieutenant William F. Lochridge !lrst ~ay of Tet, some 300 were Otherwise it's business as usual: 
has tried a new approach in civic I In eVlden~e. . working with local fishermen, as-
action, turning the hamlet into .l,f an,ythmg, the ,team has ,mten- sisting merchants in setting up a 
a laboratory (or capitalism and slfled Its efforts smce .lear~mg of shop-ping center, building pens for 
encouraging the villagers to be- the b 0 u n t y (rom m~elhgence hogs to be purchased with pro-

Villagers get clothes 
from Georgia folks 

come economically self-sufficient. sources. One precaution now ceeds from sale of the fish. CHU LAI _ The villagers of 

1 

taken, however, IS that the team And as rar as the Viet Cong are Kh B' h d T' S h 
. It has. ~een a long struggle. ~t moves tactically . when in the viI. concerned, business as usual can uong In an len ung am· 
IS not flmshed yet. But the umt lage b h' bib d lets in Ky Khuong Province, be-

e not mg u a news. I'ltl b It d d I t 
has shown marked progress since 1---'-----------'--------------- came ale e er resse as 
it began with what Lochridge week, thanks to Gunnery Ser-
calls the "soap and candy" stage. R - d f- d geant Lon V. White and the peo-

The expressed bounty is just OVI ng sq ua Ins pIe of Dooly County, Ga. 
anothcr example of how the pro- . White, battalion motor trans-
gram worrie;;; the Congo port chief, of the 2nd Battalion 

sa~~~h~~~S t::fP~ne~~~' r~:cC:di~&~ VC I-nfl-Itratl-on route ~~~ ~~ri~e:~ ~~~ ~~ri~~c~~~iS~i~: 
Viet Cong to take their main ef· tnbuted clothmg don ate d by 
rort away from the Vietnamese I Dooly Countians to the villagers. 
people and ~oncentr~te their at- The stateside end ·of the project 
lention on Ihe Marines. Needless By: Sgt. Roger Ynostroza was headed by Mrs, Madge Meth· 
10 say, Ihls Is one of our main DONG HA~A roving Marine squad-patrolling in vin, editor of the Vienna (Ga,) 
goals." densely·jungled mountains south of the Rockpile-dis- Weekly Ncws, who told of the 

"Before," he continued, "a vil- covered an important enemy infiltration route early this need through the newspapc'r, 
lager of Phong Bac had nothing month. Georgians responded through 
but his life. He was quick to Th 'I I h church groups, civic clubs and e enemy tr31 , comp etc wit r -, --
change sides when the VC came handrails, presumably for night 109 runs. !:ichoois. Mrs. Methvin personally 
along. travel, was studded with chest- Several days later, the squad paid postage on the packages to 

"Now, since we've given him deep fighting holes spaced 30 to re~ur":ed (01' another look, but Vietnam. 
an opportunity to advance him- 40 yards apart. Trenches were thIS tIme they broug~t the rest It was not the first association 
self, he has something worth heavily fortified with logs and of the 2nd. platoon With t~em. bet wee n the Motor Transport 
hanging on to, and isn't so quick steps were installed at stc~p in- The Mannes .and Reg 1 0 11 a I Section and the people of Dooly 
to be jumping from one side of clines. Forces. South Vietnamese troops County. Although the Marines 
the fence to the other," Lochridge , . . were given the order to destroy stem from as far west as Califor-
said. When the squad first discovered and burn the enemy positions. nia, as far east as Pcnnsylvania 

"Frankly, we're more flattered the trail, they also foun~ what While they were destroying the 
than frightened" by the reward, al)pea~ed to bt, a way-statIOn ,f?r buildings, several enemy soldiers 
says Starf Sergeant J. J. BiedT- groups traveling over the trail. were sighted and sporadic firing 
zycki, non-commissioned officer Thcre were two slllall grass huts, broke out. 
in charge. "The reward is like onc long shed tha~ cou~d ~o,!se During their second foray to 
getting a tribute from Ollr ene~ up to ~OO men and an ob~er.vahon the resupply route, light contact 
mies." llost farther . down the river .. AIl was made. Thc platoon casualties 

Staff Sergeant E. S. Lambert th.c _b~li~din~~ ~ere. ~ell-kep, and were light while signs indicated 
agrees. "This indicates we're tak- trael\s appcarcd rl esh. several enemy soldiers had been 
ing the right approach," he said. "The day we found this trail hit Or killed. 

Lambert pointed to one tangible we tried time and again to make ______ _ 
display of unity in the hamlet. them fire on us," said Gonzales. V· k 
During a previous national holi· "But they wouldn't return OUl' I per sna e 
day, four Republic of Vietnam fire. they simply were trying to 
flags flew in Phong Bac. For the avoid contact. 

"Maybe they tho ugh t we'd 
forget about this trail and go on 
our way. But we're sure this is 
a main resupply route and we'll 
probably follow it out soon." 

Magician 
PHU BAI-A Marine magician 

kept more than 300 Vietnamese 
children and adults wondering 
what amazing feats would come 
next with his art of producing 
baffling illusions by sleight of 
hand, 

Private First Class James A. 
Carter was performing Feb. 5 
for the Lac Bon village three 
miles south of here at a civil 
affairs pre·holiday cele.bration 
held by the 2nd Battalion, Ninth 
Regiment, 3d Marine Division. 

The 20-year-old magician has 
been performing since he was 
eight. Cartel' explained he enjoys 
working with sharp-eyed children 
·because they are harder to fool 
with the art of trickery. 

10 SEA TIGER 

Gonzales's squad met with the 
enemy several times that day. 
At one time, it seemed the ene­
my was all around them, but no 
large-scale atatck was mounted 
against the squad. 

"I was alright unUl our RF 
guide said the footprints we 
found indicated there were be· 
tween 75 and 100 VC in the area," 
said Gonzales. "Then I got scared 
and thought we might be in 
serious trouble." 

Lance Corporal Donald Mc­
Kenzie, a forward observer, called 
in artillery in a 360-degree circle 
around the squad's tight peri­
meter. Later a circling O-lC spot­
ter plane "talked" the squad out 

I of the enemy area by radio and 
a TIuey gunship made three straf-

DONG HA-The Marine cau­
tiously pkked up the discarded 
Viet Cong pack to check it out 
for documents, but sensing a 
booby trap, he turned it upside 
down and shook out a deadly 
bamboo viper. 

Staff Sergeant Carl W. Foun­
tain spotted the VC pack partially 
hidden in the bushes while on a 
sweep in the Cua Valley with 
"F" Company, Third Marine 
Reginlt!nt. 

Fountain, a company platoon 
sergeant, was just bl..!hind the 
point fire team when he spotted 
the pack. He called for his pla­
toon leader and chccked the pack 
to see if it had any wires at­
tached. 

"It's the first lime I've seen 
a booby trap using a bamboo 
viper," he said, "but you can't 
be too careful with snakes like 
that around." 

The viper was killed by Foun­
tain. 

Success story 
DONG HA - Two enemy dead, 

tcn prisoners of war, ten weap­
ons, and a cache of Viet Cong 
stores spelled out a successful 
day for "I" and "K" Companies, 
Third Marine Regiment. 

Early in the moming, elements 
of the companies moved out to 
sweep the village of Phu Tanh in 
the Ba Long Valley, Jan, 29, 

With them was a confirmed 
Viet Cong who had been captured 
a few weeks carlier by the 1st 
platoon of "K" Co. Utilizing the 
prisoner to point out other VC, 
the Marines picked up sevcn 
prisoners in the village. 

A short time later a three-man 
fire team from "I" Co., led by 
Lance Corporal Allen N. Over­
hold, surprised three Vict Cong 
outside the village, killing two 
and taking the other prisoner. 

A short distance from where 
the three were spotted, the fire 
team uncovered a cache of 11 
rifles and one sub-machinegun, 
and took 16 Chinese-communist 
grenades from the soldicrs. 

That aftemoon two platoons of 
"I" Co. swept the village of Sa 
Long, about a mile northwest of 
Phu Tanh. 

Starr Sergeant Ronald N, Mc­
Million, platoon sergeant, cap­
tured two more VC suspects. 

and as far north as Oregon, they 
arc the adopted sons of Doolyl 
County. White refers to his sec­
tion as "the 6th Georgia Caval· 
ry." 

The project came abou't 'lWheh .... 
Mrs. Methvin wrote to White ask­
ing what the citizens of the coun­
ty could send overseas to make 
tbe livcs of the Marines a little 
more pleasant. 

White replied the Marines were 
well cared for, but the vWagers 
around their area were badly in 
need of crothing, 

Ordnancemen 
DA NANG - For many a VC 

the last sound he ever hears is 
the muted whisper of a UH1E 
"Huey" helicopter from Marine 
Observation Squadron 2. 

By then, it is usually. too late 
to escape the 2.75 inch rockets 
which spit from the twin pods of 
the darting helicopter. More than 
3,000 rockets are fired by Bueys 
of VMO-2 in an average month. 

Making sure they fire is the 
job of Staff Sergeant John F, 
Ogden and his team of 11 .ord­
nancernen. They also keep each 
IJucy's six M-60 machine guns 
in top· notch order. 

But the rockets are their big· 
ge:;t job. Each Huey that takes ~ 
to tht· air from Marble Mountain 
Ail' Facility first has its rockets' 
electrical circuits checked by a 
trained ordnaneeman. 

"A mis-fire could mean the dif­
ference between life ior a ground 
Marine. ,.\Od death for the VC he's 
facing," says Ogaen. 

A circuit tester sea l' e h e s 
through the wiring of each rocket 
to detect any possible irregulari- _ 
ty. It means a lot of checking 
as each Huey carries a minimum 
of 14 rockets, and sometimes as 
many as 18 on each side. 

A twice-weekly refresher class 
is held for all ordnancemen. 

Ordnancemen know both ends 
of the business-each is also a 
qualified aerial gunner. 

New J sl Marines CO 
DA NANG - Colonel Emil J, 

Radics as:;umed command ,of the 
First Marine Regiment unit .J qn. 
28, during traditional change of 
command ceremonies at the regi­
mental command post. 

He relieved Colonel Donald L, 
Mallory who has been appointed 
assistant chief of staff for civil 
affairs. 

, 



Battlefield 
• • 

commission 
Marine Corps penwnnei who 

demonstrate outstanding leader­
ship in the Vietnam conflict may 
be eligible for temporary appoint­
ment to second lieutenant under 
a recently revived "battlefield 
commission" program. 

According to Marine Cor p s 
Order 1421.7, exceptional per­
formance of duty in combat is 
defined to mean "outstanding 
combat leadership while under 
firc." 

Personnel nominated for ap­
pointment to second lieutenant 
must be U.S. citizens, 20 years 
old but not past their 37th birth­
day by the end of the fiscal year 
in which recommended; have a 
minimum GeT or AA of 110; 
must not have been convicted by 
court-martial, or by civil authori­
ties, Or the subject of an offense 
which involves moral turpitude, 
or an offense Cor which the maxi· 
mum penalty includes death, dis­
honorable discharge or confine­
ment in excess oC one year, and 
be of "unquestionable moral in­
tegrity and of commissioned offi­
cer calibcr." 

Recover missile 
DA NANG - UH·34D helicop· 

tel' pilots from Marble Mountain 
Air Facility braved enemy auto­
matic weapons fire to retrieve a 
"sidewinder" missile accidentally 
discharged from a Marine F-4B 
Phantom jet, Feb. 4, 15 miles 
southwest of Da Nang. 

The helicopters, from Marine 
Medium Helicopter Squadron·263, 
swooped down to disarm and re­
cover the air-to-air missile before 
it could be captured. 

As enemy .50 cal. machine guns 
barkcd at the aircraf.t, ·the crew 
chief and gunner returned the 
fire with their M-60 machine 
guns and escorting Huey gunship 
helicopters added suppOJ;ting fire. 

The missile was recovered as 
,the enemy opened fire again. The 
UH·34D although hit five times, 
returned to its Marble Mountain 
home. 

Memorial Club 
Marines returning to the 

U.S. from Vietnam arc in· 
vited to make use uf the 
facilities of the Marines' 
Memorial Club in San Fran­
cisco. 

For room ratt's and reser­
valions write to: Marines 
l\lemorial Club, 609 Sutter 
Street, San Francisco, Cali­
fornia, 94102. 

Which way? 
Cpl. Vernon Roberts makes a visual check of the rOllte 

hispalrol will take after dark. A member oj Combined Action 
Company 2, located about len miles north oj Do Nang, Roberls 
led a squad oj fellow Marines and Vietnamese Poplliar Force 
soldiers on a combat patrol in a search jor Ihe Vc. 

(Photo by GySgl. Ron Harwood) 

Black Panthers" Marines 
conclude joint operation 
PHU BAI-A joint operation by the 2nd Battalion, 

Ninth Regiment, 3rd Marine Division. ap? crack troops of 
the Black Panther unit of the 1st DIVISIOn, Army of the 
Republic of Vietnam, killed seven Viet Cong, captured 
three VC suspects and a North Vietnamese in the Royal 
Tombs area southwest of Hue. 

Corpsmen trio build 
their own med lab 
DA NANG-Combining ingcnui­

ty with hard work, three Navy 
corpsmen with the 3rd Battalion, 
First Marine Regiment, 1st Ma· 
rine Division, built their own 
field medical laboratory. 

The lab was brought to reality 
by Hospital Corpsman First Class 
Dewain L. Hoffman Jr., a trained 
laboratory technician assigned to 
the battalion's aid station. 

Until Hoffman's arrival, all lab 
work was sent to the Naval Sup­
port Activity in Da Nang, which 
is the standard procedure by 
most aid stations. 

But when Hoffman reported to 
the battalion it was decided to 
utilize his abilities by setting up 
a small lab .section in the dis­
pensary, thereby eliminating the 
need for sending a man to Da 
Nang every time a lab test was 
needed. 

It eventually became evident 
that the dispensary facility was 
overcrowded, so Hoffman decid­
ed to build a separate laboratory 
adjacent to the dispensary. 

Actual construction of the nine 
loot square building was done by 

Hospital Corpsman Third Class 
John R. Bailey, and Hospitalman 
Terry L. Smith, both attached to 
the dispcnsary. 

The new lab has a wooden 
floor, aluminum roof, shelves, 
working benches and a sink. The 
entire project took foul' days to 
complete. 

In addition to their regular 
duties, HoHman and Bailey are 
researching diseases carried in 
the blood of the local Vietnamese 
civilian populace, malaria, and 
drinking water in the surround­
ing hamlets. 

Green jokes 
DA NANG-The Marine Corps' 

p ~nchant for making everything 
forest green has prompted a 
[ood of "green" jokes. 

The latest addition: A sign in 
the command post of the 2nd Bat­
talion. First Marine Regiment, 
1st Marine Division, presumably 
posted by the career advisor. 

Its message: "Keep Vietnam 
Green. . . Extend." 

Wins Silver Star 
PHU BAI-A Marine infantry advisor to the 1st Army of the 

Republic of Vietnam was awarded the Silver Star Medal for his 
actions during a fierce Viet Cong attack on his Vietnamese battalion 
last July. . 

Captain Kenneth T. Taylor, was serving as senior advisor to the 
3rd Battalion, Third ARVN Regiment ncar Da Nang on July 31, 
1966, when the unit was attacked by a large Viet Cong force. 

, The communist soldiers during a grenade and small arms charge 
threatened to overrun the battalion's position. 

When the battalion commander was wounded by a grenade 
Taylor quickly rallied the command group. He led them to a safer 
position, and under intense enemy fire set them into fightirlg positions. 
, Taylor then radioed an adjacent ARVN battalion for assistance 
in beating back the charge. 

As a relief force moved to his assistance Taylor moved from 
position to position encouraging the men and directing the defense 
of the perimeter. . 

While directing the fire he personally accounted for five enemy 
killed. 

The operation t a II i e d a cache of enemy hand 
grenades, mines, small arms am- Fla., and assistant operations of. , 
munition and other intelligence Cieer for the Marine battalion. 
documents, reported Captain A. 
S. Reynolds of Daytona Beach, 

Casualties 
Department of Defense statis­

tics reveal 6,978 U. S. service per­
sonnel lost their lives in the Re­
public of Vietnam through hostile 
'force actions from Jan. 1, 1961 
through Jan. 26, 1967. An addition· 
al 1,603 lost their lives from non­
hostile action causes. 

The operation began at 10 a.m., 
Friday, Feb. 3, when the Black 
Panther unit was heli-lifted from 
Hue to Phu Bai where a heli­
borne flight of Marines joined to 
drop into the area approximately 
five miles southwest of Hue. 

Rough and ready 
combat cook book 

The Viet Cong fired on the 
ARVN troops shortly after land· 
ing while the Marines moved into 
a blocking force position around 
the Hac Bao village complex as 
an estimated two platoons of VC 
attempted to slip through thcir 
lines. 

Following a sweep of the vil­
lage by the ARVN forces, the 
Marine blocking force of "E" 
Company, 2nd Battalion, Ninth 
Regiment pulled out cr4J.he area 
and set in for (he night across 
the Hue river. They marched 
back to their Phu Bai camp the 

By: LCpl. Ray Wilkinson 
DONG HA - C·rations have 

been the object of many service 
jokes, but 3rd Division Marines 
have developed a rough and 
ready "Cook book" to add variety 
to their field meals. 

A favorite with the Fourth Ma· 
rine Regiment is a dish known 
simply as pudding: Take some 
C-raUan jam, mix with peanut 
butter, crumble in a bread roll, 
add a little water and stir all 
the ingredients and you have 
pudding, 

For the field version of a ham 
and cheese sandwich, slice ration 
white bread into four parts and 
toast on each side. Fry the in­
dividual slices of ham, melt a 
can of cheese and pour the 
cheese on the bread. 

Field troops also get more 
mileage out of the small bread 

loaf by sliCing it into three sec­
tions, toasting on each side and 
adding jam or peanut butter. 

The recipe for sweet and sour 
pork is simplicity itself - add 
pineapple or peach jam to a can 
of pork, mix thoroughly, and you 
have a version of the Chinese 
dish. 

Many Marines add Clavor to 
their meals by carryint~ hot sauce 
and onions with them. 

To make ham and lima beans 
tastier, they pour out the juice, 
crumble some crackers into the 
tin, add cheese, hot sauce and 
onions, mix well - a satisfying 
meal. 

Rep eat this treatment with 
beans and frankfurters for that 
"different" taste. 

Honeyed ham can be made by 
simply adding peach jam to a 
can of ham ration. 

following day. 

Leaflet drop 
DONG HA-Marines conducted 

the largest propaganda leaflet 
drop of the year Feb. 7, dropping 
2,900,000 lealiets south of the 
demilitarized zone. 

Third Division Psychological 
Warfare Operations prepared the 
leaflets, which urge the Virt Cong 
and North Vietnamese soldiers to I 
lay down their weapons and work 
lor the government of South Viet-
nam. .,. 

life in South Vietnam and offer apt. ennet • ar or The messages stress a better I C K h TTl 
~j~f:s. conduct through friendly -------'---------'----S=-E=-A-:-=r =-IG::-::-E=-R-=-]-=-] 
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ISea Tiger spotlight on: 

1st Military Police Battalion 
By: CpJ. W. L. Christofferson 

DA NANG-The duties of a Marine military police battalion would, it seems, be 
self·explanatory anywhere but in Vietnam. 

Ask any member of the 1st Military Police Battalion, 1st Marine Division, station­
ed near Da Nang. He'll tell you that most Marines of the unit, since arriving in Viet. 
nam, are doing almost any job imaginable. 

The military defense of the airbase is the primary mission of the Leathernecks 
undel' Lieutenant Colonel P. G. Stavridis' command, and they accomplish that by con. 
stant patrolling around thc basc --- -- ---
perimeter and in sUlTounding their homes duc to Viet Cong h'I" for the poor. market places fol' 
hamlets. 1'01'. villages, and landscaping for a 

The second phase of operations -Conducted an exlensh'c I'SY· village h<.>adquartcrs. often by 
is the combined action company chologlcal warfare campaign, In simply showing local oHicials 
(CAe) program. in whkh Ma- cooperation with the U.S. Arm),. how to obtain the materials need-. 
rim's and VietnamC'st' Popular using Viet Cong de fcc tor s, ed through regular govi.'rnmrnt 
Foret's hv(' . work and right sidl' mo\'les, posters, llamphlets, and ehanm.·ls. 
by side. other devlct's to stet-r the ,)eoph' "We tr)' to work on a personal 

The battalion has a d07en CAC toward recognition of the legltl- basis," says Lt. Young, "without 
unit.s scattered throughout Da mate government of Vletn.am. fanfar!' and wHhout commercia Ii­
Nang and Da Nang East. Tht'ir ~l~owed, Its huma":1(' sldl' by 'I.ation. And w!,'rc interested prl. 
primary mission is to pl'ovidt· ~ssl~tmg Vlt'tname-St' In t.ht' area marlly In enabling the people to 
se lf-defens(' for the Vietnamese In m time of' tragedy, bt' It pJan(' 
the area, by means of patrols. crashrs,. floods ~r rires. be able to stand on their own 
ambushes and sweeps. -Provided pOInt, desks, and I after the Marines leave, when-

The extensivt, CAC program blat'kboards for schools, rirt-wood ever that may be." 
lends itself to thl' third respon- ---

I 
sibility of the battalion - civic 
action. 

Through the CAC units . th{' 
MPs have built a dou'n dispC'n. IIL>,\! 

Silver Star for bravery 
sal'it's whl're MHrilll' and Popu­
lar Forces hospital eorpsmt'n 
hold sick call twirl' daily, tn'at­
ing up to 15 ,000 Vietnamese ciVil-I 
ialls a month. 

The SiI,'er Star Medal is presented to Cpl. Denllis P. 
May by MGen. H. Nickumll, Jr., CG IstMarDiv, near Da 
Nallg Jun. 31. May was cited lor conspicuous Kallantry in 
charging an enemy emplacement ","ile firing his rifle and 
hurling grellades to brell~ lip an lImbush . He killed two of 
the VC soldiers during the action. May i.\ a memher of 3d 
Bn., 1st Marines. 

Divining rods used 
on Ilndependenc~" 

By: SSgt. J.W. Jansen 
DA NANG-An old· fashioned method of locating water 

in arid areas, the "divining rod" has been updated and 
put to military use in Vietnam. 

It was recently tested by Marines during Operation 
Independence, three miles west of An Hoa. It met with 
some success. 

A method for locating underground structures and 
other objects by use of wires, 
"Matacia's Wire Rudder," was 
used by the Marines during the 
final three days of the operation. 

Introduced to Marines of the 
2nd Battalion, Filth Marine Regl· 
ment, the "divining rods" were 
greeted with skepticism, but did 
locate a rew Viet Cong tunnels. 

Private First Class Don R. 

device works. 
He discovered a large pot of 

rice, buried about two feet under­
ground and covered with a piece 
of tin. 

"The close contact we have 
with the VIe t n a m (' S t· IleOlllt, 
through the CAe program gives 
us a direct chann!'1 for conduct­
Ing civic action," explains first 
Lieutenant Earl W. Young, bat­
talion ch .. n affairs officer. 

"Thai, plus the facl thai our 
unit is statlom'd hert' in a more 
permanent status than most oth('r 
units, such as infantry battalions, 
makes it pOSSible for us to con­
duct a mort' extensive program," 
Lt. Young !'oaid. 

The unit's record since its ar­
rival ht're May 31, 1966 bears him 
out. Working both through and 
in addition to the CAC e~mpa­
nics, the unit has: 

-Inlilated 12 English classes, 
taught by all ranks of Marinrs, 
with from 8 to 140 students. 

-Assumed responsibility for a 
ref u gee camp, tackling such 
problems as rat ('x termination. 
employment, providing cIa s s­
rooms, and giving hygiene hints 
to Vietnamese civilians who fled 

3/26 praised 
PHU BAI - Major G e n era I 

Hoang Xuan Lam, I Corps Head­
quarters, conveyed his commen­
dations to the 3rd Battalion 
Twenty-Sixth Marine Regiment, 
in a letter sent Jan. 2, to Lieu­
tenant General Lewis W. Walt, 
commanding general, III Marine 
Amphibious Force. 

Steiner. a battalion scout with 
the 2nd Battalion, First Marine 
Regiment, tried the rods for the 
first time on a Feb. 5 patrol. 

He didn'l find any Viet Cong 
caves or tunnels, but Steiner did 
find enough to be convinced the 

The rods also spread apart as 
Steiner passed a Vietnamese hut, 
but Marines dug about two feet 
into the parth without rinding 
anything. Upon checking inside 
the building, however, they dis­
covered a tunnel led to a family 
bunker underneath the trail, right 
where the rods had reacted. G en e I' a 1 Lam, commanding 

The roor of the bunker was general of the I Corps Tactical 
six feet underground. Zone, cited the battalion for its 

Chat with the admiral 
RADM Johll S. Cowan (MC) USN, Pacific Fleet Medical 

Officer, chats with LCpl. Dalliel M. Lyons at the First Hos­
pital Co., Chu Lai. Cowan was IUllring Naval Medical Facili­
ties ill Vietnam and while in CIIII Lai, toured the J st Medical 
Bn. 

Adm. T. R. Wescheler 
of NSA departs RVN 

Recommended to the Marines gallant actions during Operation I 

by louis J. Matacia of Falls Chinook near the anclt'nt capital r-------------------------, 
{'hur< h, Va., a cerUCleo. land of tu~?~ ~f.e ~ 'Iy part of the 
surVf'yor, the apparatus was first 

"The enormous progress 
which we have madt" during 
the past year Is a tribute to 
you r outstanding personal 
leaders"'p and can-do alti· 
tude. The growth and elftel· 
eney of tile entire Naval 
Support Activity has bee. 
and Is a ma,nlrlcent accom· 
plishment of which you can 
be lustly proud. 

The Marines here owe 
much to you for the tireless 
support which is a I way s 
there, around the clock, and 
I speak lor all In saying 
"thanks." You will be sorely 
mlssed by me and your 
many other dose friends In 
III MAF. 

-LtGen. L.W. Wall 
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tried at the Southeast Asia VII. Operation, the VI I Cong alta eked 
lage, Marine Corps School, Quan- the battalion p,'rimeter wit h 

60mm mortars from the Phong 
tleo, Va., last November. . D' I . I 27 11 Ih f 

According to Matacia the wire Dlen ~s ric. m es nor .0 
rudder's applicability is limited Phu Bal. The infantry cor;npames 
only by the imagination of the I sent a. c.ounter-attaek agal~st the 

VC, kIllIng 'J:l and capturIng 20 user. enemy weapons. 
With no prior knowledge of the Later in the day. thp Viet Cong 

1 u nne 1 complex at Quantico, launched another attatk on the 
Malacia found all tunnels and battalion from the same area. 
many or the communication lines The Leathernecks killed 32 morc 
within 20 minutes. Marine officers and captured an additional 21 
there also tested this system for weapons. 
locating tunnels and some were For three nights, the VC lobbed 
successful. in morc than 900 mortar rounds 

Marines operate the divining on the battalion positions. 
rod by holdlng one In eacb band, The Twenty·S i x t h Rcgiment 
level with the ground, pointing Marines, O ... t:f -the t h r e t'-day 
in the direction of their move· period. killl.i a total of 156 Vit't 
ment. As the carrier moves over, I Cong, apPI·cllcnded five more, 
under or along a hidden struc· and captured more than 50 wcap­
ture the wires will swing Into ons (including machine guns and 
alignment with the. structure. mortars), and some 200 grenades. 

Mail er Home 

Stapl. Dr Tape and mail home. 
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