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fourth Marine winner 

Medal of Honor won 
by Capt. H. Barnum 

WASHINGTON-A Marine artillery officer in combat on temporary duty, and who 
took command of a rifle company under fire when the company commander was mortallv 
wounded, became the fourth Marine to be a warded the Medal of Honor for heroism in 
Vietnam. 

On Monday, February 27, Secretary of the Navy, Paul H. Nitze, presented the na­
tion's highest award for valor to Captain Harvey Curtiss Barnum, Jr., of Cheshire, Con­
necticut. Ceremonies were held at 11 a.m. at the Marine Barracks at Eighth and "I" 

ANGER AND DISBELIEF register on the jace vj SSgt. 
Clarence Lafferty as ite and other Marines arrive at the site 
titat minutes be/ore had been the village oj Hoa Cuong, filled 
with its sleeping families. Lallerty holds part of an enemy 
rocket. More than 50 of these hit the village and the Da Nang 
air/ield alter 3 a.m., Feb. 27. (Photo by Sgt. Ron Hatitaway) 

11 Americans killed 

Streets, Southeast, in Washington, 
D.C. 

At the time of his heroic action 
in Vietnam on December 18, 1965, 
Captain Barnum, then a first 
lieutenant, was serving as an 
artillery forward observer at­
tached to Company "H" of the 
Second Battalion, Ninth Marines, 
Third Marine Division (Rein­
forced). This company of the 
Ninth Marines regimental landing 
team was then on an operation 
as a part of the Second Battalion, 
Seventh Marines. Barnum him­
self was permanently assigned to 
Marine Barracks, Pearl Harbor, 
and was in Vietnam on temporary 
additional duty orders. Such tem­
porary orders to Vietnam were 
issued to a few Marines during 
that period as a means to aug­
ment the combat forces, and to 
provide combat experience to 
Marines who volunteered for such 
temporary duty. 

The citation accompanying his 
award reads in part: "When the 
company .., ""s suddenly pinned 
down by a hail of extremeJy ac-

VC stage rocket attack 
on Da Nang Air Base 

By MSgt. G. E. Wilson 
DA NANG-The launching site used by the Viet Cong for the rocket attack on 

the Da Nang airfield, Feb. 27, has been found and 30 live 140mm rocket rounds picked 
up by Marine search parties sweeping the area. 

Two launchers, simple four-foot "pipes" mounted on a five-foot 1" by 12" board, 
were also discovered. The launch site was located about five miles southwest of the 
airstrip, at the junction of the Tuy Laon and Yen rivers. 

Approximately 130 of the positions have been discovered in batteries of five or si" 
each. The positions were scooped out areas in the ground with mounds of dirt in the front 
of the pits. 

The rockets have been identified as a type used in several Soviet bloc countries. 
The markings on the equipment 

has, so far, given no indication 
as to the manufacturer. 

Apparently the rockets were 
fired in five or six round bursts 
from several pads during an esti­
mated three minute period early 
Feb. 27. 

The launch site was located by 
a company from the 2nd Battal­
ion, Fourth Marine Hegiment, 1st 
Marine Division, shortly after 
noon the same day. 

Marines in units between the 
launch site and the airstrip heard 
the rockets screaming overhead 
and some on watch were able to 
pinpoint their launching point. 

First Sergeant Carl R. Hallgren 
of the 9th Motor Transport Bat­
taUon, saId they "sounded like 
600 freight trains going overhead. 
It sounded like they were coming 
from all sIdes straight at you." 

Along with the launchers, the 
Marines found a crude rope and 
carrying stick. At the front of 

the board on which the launcher 
is mounted was a simple elevat­
ing mechanism and on the rear 
an equally simple deflection de­
vice: The tube is 5 3/4 inches in 
diameter. 

The launchers were set in place 
with the front on a mound of 
dirt and the rcar in a shallow 
ditch. 

Despite the large number of 
launching positions, damage to 
the airfield was slight. 

(Continued 011 Back Page) 

curate enemy fire and was quick­
ly separated from the remaInder 
of the battalion by over five hun­
dred meters of open and fire­
swept g r 0 u n d, and casualties 
mounted rapidly, Lieutenant Bar­
num quickly made a hazardous 
reconnaissance of the area seek­
ing targets lor his artillery. Find­
Ing the rUle company commander 
mortally wounded and the radio 
operator killed, he, with complcte 
disregard for his own safety, gave 
aid to the dying commandcr, then 
removed the radio from the dead 
radio operator and strapped It 
to hlmsell. 

"He immediately assumed com· 
mand of the rifle company, and 
moving at once into the midst 
of the heavy fire, rallying and 
giving encouragement to all units, 
reorganized them to replace the 
loss of key personnel and led 
their attack on enemy positions 
from which deadly fire continued 
to come. His sound and swift 
decisions and his obvious calm 
served to stabilize the badly deci­
mated units and his gallant ex­
ample as he stood exposed re­
peatedly to point out targets, 
served as an inspiration to all. 

"Provided with two armed heli­
copters, he m 0 v e d fearlessly 

through enemy fire to control the 
air aUack against the firmly 
entrenched enemy while skillfully 
directing one platoon in a success-

Capt. Barnum 
ful counterattack on the key 
enemy positions. Having thus 
cleared a small area, he request~ 
ed and directed the landing of two 
t ran s p 0 r t helicopters for the 
evacuation of the dead and the 

(Continued on Back Page) 

'Street Without Joy' author 

Bernard Fall killed 
on Chinook operation 

By: SSgt. Norman W. MacKenzie 
PHU BAl - Fourteen years ago the "Street Without Joy" 

made national headlines when 30,000 French troops were battling the 
Viet Minh. 

Three days ago it became nationally known again when Dr. 
Bernard Fall, author of the book "Street Without Joy" was killed 
by a mine on the street. He was with the 1st Battalion, Ninth Ma· 
rines participating in Operation Chinook. 

Since FaU's book and the departure of French troops, the area 
has been primarily controlled by the Viet Congo They also fortified 
and booby~trapped the 26 hamlets comprising the six villages along 
the street. 

Each hamlet is surrounded by three-foot-deep trenches with 
fighting holes staggered 20 yards apart on either side of the trench 
line. 

In addition, each house has two large family-type bunkers con· 
structed to withstand mortar and artillery barrages. 

AU main trails, junctions, rice paddy dikes, entrances to villages 
and hamlets have been mined and boody-trapped with M16 "Bouncing 
Betty" mines, 105 howitzer and 81mm mortar rounds, and M26 
grenades. The boody-traps are rigged with trip wires. 

Punji pits are on either side of trails, dikes and hedgerows, which 
are also booby-trapped with grenades. 

Bunkers, four and one-half feet high, are camouflaged by hay­
stacks placed in difrerent hamlets along the street. 

The "Street Without Joy" is living up to its title as embattled 
:lrd Division Marines encounter these devices on Operation Chinook. 
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Helping hand 
GySgt, Robert H. Cooper helps IstLt, Ronald J, Curtis 

adjust his parachute harness and survival vest prior to a mis­
sion in Vietnam, Curtis is with Marine Fighter Attack Squad­

ron 323, Cooper is the NCOIC of the Safety alld Survival Shop, 

Bamboo curtain built 
as protective device 

vided security fol' the villages. 
Consolidation of Phong Nguyen 
will allow Marines to operate in 
the area without endangering the 
lives of civilians. 
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::l::~:~C;~:;~gton " Four Marines help 
437 11th Street 

New W~stminst.~" B, C""Canada vlellagers weith road 
Virginia Wlasuk 
52 Francis Lane 
Byram, Conn, By LCpl. Ray Wilkinson 

, ." DONG HA-Local villagers will enjoy a brighter and 
fse~~~!~~~~ll~e" West safer New Year, thanks to the help of four Marines from 
Groton, Conn, 06340 Headquarters Company, Fourth Marines, 

• •• The Marines, under the direction of Lieutenant Rich-
Julius T. ·Bernhard 
Route 4, Box 344 
Winston Salem, N,C, 27107 

* ... * 
Joan Cane 
123 South Cedal' Street 
Highland Springs, Virginia 

... * • 
Carol Schlie (17) 
445 Adams Street 
Elgin, Illinois 60120 

• • 
Susan Cl'ommie (17) 
10 Park Street 
Edgewater, N, J, 07020 

• 

• • • 
Betty Campbell 
Star Route B Box 189 
Vidalia, La, 71373 

• • 
Cherie Thorn 
2766 E. 16th Street 
Brooklyn, N, y, 11235 

• • 
Janet Sakos 

• 

• 
840 Eighth Avenue, Rm, 802 
New York City, N,Y, 10019 

• • • 
Mary Lou Kcndhammer 
627 No, 17th Street 
La Crosse, Wisc. 54601 

• • • 
Ml'. and Mrs. Lee Davis 
Nicoma Park, Okla. 73066 

• • • 
Shelba Carpenter 
307 Erie Avenue 
Susquehanna, Penna. 18847 

• • • 
Karen Morrissey (17) 
179 Day Street 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 51405 

• • • 
Barbara D, Hodgdon 
701 Ocean Ave" #10 
Santa Monica, Calif. 90402 

• • 
Mrs. Rita Corwin 
15 Clarke Street 
Binghamton, N, y, 13905 

• * 
Marsha Berenson (20) 
176 Shurtleff Street 
Chelsea, Mass, 02150 

• • 
Linda Roderick 
3026 Elder Lane 
Franklin Park, Ill. 60131 

• • 
Betty Barish 

• 

• 

• 

ard H, Mullen aided the villagers in improving a 200-yard 
stretch of well-used roadway, 

They also supplied the local populace with cans of 
p~i.nt to bri~hten up their. hor;es. and the morale of the people. 

. T~e .WOl k on the. road and "I just wish we had enough 
dIstrIbutIon of the pamt has had bright paint for every house in 
a great psycholo~lCal ~ffect on Dong lIa" he said. 
the people who lIve adJacent to _' _____ _ 
the road," Lt. Mullen said. "Some 
of them have started to do things 
for themselves and this is what 
we want. One Vietnamese man 
started hauling in dirt to fill in a 
mud hole in front of his home." 

Lt. Mullen and his team, Staff 
Sergeant John J. Esrey, Corporal 
William R. Herzog, and Lance 
Corporal Terry R. Brooks, super­
vised a team of Vietnamese 
laborers in improving the road. 

"Previously the road was deep­
ly rutted, There was little drain· 
age and most of the area was 
covered in a thick, green slime 
which was extremely unhealthy 
and a hazard to traffic," Lt. 
Mullen said. 

The villagers and Marines filled 
in all the holes with material sup­
plied by a nearby Marine engi­
neer unit, cleaned out existing 
drains and built deeper, morc 
permanent drainage ditches and 
constructed three culverts. 

Lt. Mullen said the road is now 
much smoother, drains well and 
is no longer a health hazard to 
the local people. 

He added that many of the 
homes bordering the street were 
extremely dirty and a paint job 
did wonders both for the houses 

Late gifts 
PHU BAI - Christmas and Tet 

(Lunar New Year) were delayed 
fot' awhile as gifts (or children 
of the Phu-xuan Convent and Or­
phanage of Hue arrived late this 
year, but the presents of the 3rd 
Battalion, Fourth Marines, 3rd 
Marine Division, were still ·well­
received. 

The unit has sponsored the or· 
phanage since April 1966, when 
Staff Sergeant Albert F, Senna, 
of H&S Company decided to help 
the institution; it later turned 
into a battalion project. 

The unit began by sending its 
laundry to the orphanage, until 
the Marines moved to Dong Ha in 
September. 

Senna then wrote to friends for 
clothing, toys or candy to be used 
as holiday gifts for the children, 

The Marines had planned to 
present the gifts on Christmas or 
Tet, but due to operational com­
mitments, the gifts could not be 
presented until last week. 

The Phu-xuan Convent and Or­
phanage houses 200 nuns and 120 
orphans. It also maintains schools 
and dispensaries in 20 villages in 
Quang TrL 

"SEND A TAPE TO MOTHER" 
By: LCpl. Larry Dalrymple 

PHU BAI - Citizens of Pho 
Trach, South Vietnam, and near­
by hamlets have found their an­
swer to the bamboo curtain. They 
are encircling themselve,s within 
a lO-loot-high, five-mile-long bam­
boo fence. 

The fence is being built to pro­
tect the villagers and their pro­
perty from Viet Congo The fence 
will enclose Pha Trach and more 
than 150 newly constructed six­
room homes for refugees of neal'­
by hamlets as well as deserted 
Viet Cang d~pendents. 

Phong Nguyen is the second vil­
lage in the Phong Dien district to 
employ the bamboo fence. It will 
closely resemble nearby Phuoc­
Phu-My-Xuyen which built 
similar barrier last year. 

642 Sixth Street 
a Oakmont, Penna. 

I hitched a ride one day in a mighty mite going to 
the Air Terminal at Phu Bai. On the way to the airport 
two small boys asked for a ride but the driver refused to 
pick them up, As we proceeded through the intersection 
one of the boys raised his grimy little hand in a too familiar 
jesture and yelled an obscenity at us, It is nauseating 
enough to hear such disgusting language from our boys 
but the realization that we have inflicted this evil upon 
innocent children is unforgivable, 

Under supervision of Vietnam­
ese Army Captain Tap, Phong 
Dien district representative, work 
on the consolidated village should 
be completed by April 15, It will 
be named Phong Nguyen. 

Members of the 11th Engineer 
Battalion and the 3rd Bn., Twen­
ty-Sixth Marine Regiment are 
assisting with construction by 
leveling terrain where more hous­
ing will be buil I. 

These Marines have also pro-
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"We have had excellent results 
with Phuoc-Phu-My-Xuyen," said 
Capt. Tap. "Since its construc­
tion, Viet Cong forces are no 
longer able to steal fbod from 
the villagers or return to their 
previous homes or families," he 
said. 

Twice the Viet Cong have mor­
tared the village. Each time the 
citizens or Phuoc-Phu-My-Xuyen 
have repaired the dam age d 
fence, 

Two Viet Cong recently sur­
rendered to the Popular Forces 
protecting the village bccause 
they were unable to visit their 
families. 

The twin hamlets are located 30 
miles north of Phu Bai. 

• • 
Lynn Loft (17) 
2418 Beverwil Drive 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90034 

• • 
Sandra Lee Austin (24) 
4653 N, Coney 
Covina, Cali!. 91723 

" • 
Kathryn McGovern (14) 
723 13th Ave, S, E, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55414 

• • 
Mrs, Sherry Kelly 
2120 Kipling, ApI. A 
Houston, Texas 

• 
Lynette Porter 
Star Route 3 
Hibbing, Minn. 

• 

• 
(16) 

55746 
• 

Dianne Gawrylow (20) 

• 

• 

• 

", 

.' 

I have never expected that men living together under 
trying conditions would start saying "fooey" and "fiddle­
de-dee" but there is no rational justification for the per­
verted and lewd language that bellows through every base, 
Many men use the excuse, "Everyone does it and it's hard 
not to do it yourself," Well, I don't do it and, I know 
hundreds who don't. I cannot escape the COnclUSiOn that 
what comes out of the mouth is an indication of what 
is in the heart. No human relationship seems to be so 
sanctified that it cannot drug through the muck of muddled 
and minute minds. If men only realized how stupid, crass, 
and vile such conversation makes them appear they would 
cease and desist. 

Do you want to make your mother proud of you? 
Record a day of conversation in your hooch or office and 
send it to her! 

CHAPLAIN R. K. DWYER 
MWSG·17 
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Annual Lunar New Yea,r Sports Festival 
By: GySgt. Ron lIarwood the entrance first to finish one-

DA NANG-An estimated 20,- two in the five kilometer road 
000 Vietnamese jammed the Da race. Marine First Lieutenant 
Nang sports stadium Feb. 19 to David Farley. a former leLA 
watch the final events of the champion while at Brown Univer­
First Annual Lunar New Year sity. was third. 
Sports Festival. Ly's time was a respectable 

The war was forgotten, at least 17: 32. Both he and Anh represent­
temporarily, as Vietnamese and cd Vietnam in the recent Asian 
Americans competed in sports Games. Farley, attached to the 
ranging from table tennis to a 3rd Marine Division, was the win­
five kilometer road race. ner of the same event at the 

Although smaller in ~tature Hue Sports Festival late last 
than their American counter- I year. 
parts, the Vietnamese proved to However, they cheered just as 
be good competitors as they took loud and "oohed and aahed" as 
first in seven of 13 events. Lance Corporal C. E. Carter, 

Highlight of the meet for the 3rd Marine Division, cleared 6' 
spectators was when Hguyn Ly 3 1/2" in the high jump to win 
and Hguyn Anh ('snH' throu~h 1 that event. 

LO.'\'G JUMP- LCl'i Ceo'1 illcf..:lon .\Von rhroll}.fh tli(' air Oil 

hi::1 way to winning rhe IOllp throoc/) jump. H(' leaped ]]' 4" 
IV will. rP/wlO ny Cpl. D. L. IJro<illleJ 

BIG JUMP-A Vietnamese competitor starts up towards the 
high jump bar during Ihe Sporls Feslival. 

(Photo by Cpl, D. E, Brodale) 

Displaying excellent ball con­
trol and teamwork, a Vietnamese 
Air Force football (soccer) team 
downed a ~tubborn l~t Marine 
Aircraft Wing squad, 2-0, to win 
the soccer title. 

To reach the finals, the Marine 
team outlast\!d a U. S. Ail' Force 
squad, 1-0, in a game that had 
to go into overtime to be decided 
the day before. The Vietnamese 
team dcfeatcd another VNAF 
team 3-1 to earn their place in 
the finals. 

Lance Corporal Cecil D. Jack­
son, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, 
also brought roars of apprecia­
tion from the throng as he took 
the long jump title with a leap 
of 6.8 meters (22' 4"). 

Prior to the track events and 
soccer game, the 3rd Marine Di­
vision volleyball team reached 
the finals of that competition by 
defeating a team from the Force 
Logistics Command. However, 

WYNN WINS-IsILI. James 
T. Wynn easily wins Ihe 100-
meter dash of the Lunar New 
Year's Sporls Feslival in Da 
Nang. He is servinR with the 
J sl Marine Division in Da 
Nang. 
, Pholo hy' Cpl. D. E. Brodal") 

despite a definite height advan- A Navy squad took the basket­
tage, they were trimmed by an ball tiUe by stopping the 1st Ma­
Army of the Republic of Vietnam rine Division team. 
(ARVN) six for the title. Vietnamese dominated the bad-

Other Marine winners were minton and table tennis competi­
First Lieutenant James T. Wynn, tion by taking all places in dou-
1st Marine Division, in the 100- bles and singles of both events. 
meter dash and a relay team The cooperation and hard work 
from the 1st Marine Division in of Mayor (Lteal.) N. Cuong of 
the 400-meter relay. Da Nang contributed much to the 

Members of the relay team succe~s of the two-day festival, 
were: Private First Class Eugene according to U. S. officials. 
B L C I B From the planning stages to 

urton ; ance orpora . J. the actual event, the festival was 
Smith; Corporal P. L. Grimes; necessarily a joint effort. All U.S. 
and Lance Corporal C. N. Arm-
strong. military units in the, Da Nang 

area took part in the event , either 
In tennis singles, Navy Seaman by entering participants, helping 

Robert W. Sprengelmeyer, Mobile prepare the playing area, or 
Construction Battalion 58, went both. 
through three matches without Among those present to watch 
losing a set to take the crown. the final events and to help 
He defeated Da Nang City cham- award the medals and trophies to 
pion ~am Mien. 6-3 and 7-5, for the winners were Lieutenant Gen­
the IItle. I cral Lewis W, Walt, III Marine 

In doubles, the Vietnam~se Amphibious Force · commander, 
team of Do Xuan Lau and Nguyen Major General H. X. Lam, I 
Van Hoanh stopped Lieutenant Corps commander, the Honor­
Colonel Charles E. Spence and able Henry L. T. Koren, Director 
Major Jack Greene, 6-2 and 6·1. of Civil Operations for the U,S. 
to win. The Marine officers are Government in I Corps, Mayor 

to the 1st Marine Air- Cuong, and oth~r civilian and 

..... ~." ""'" 
Hguyn Ly wins the five Ai/ometer road race in 17:32. A 

competitor in the Asiall games also, the Vietnamese runner 
led 3D contestants to the finish line. 

(Photo by Cpl. D. E. Brodale) 

PRELIMS-hI MA W defensive star, Cpl. James F. Spoo, hurries in 10 block a shot by all Air 
Force player during the elimination soccer match. The Wing won, I-D, in overtime. 

(Pholo by Cpl. D. E. Brodale) 
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Decorations and awards 
DA N ANG-A Marine helicopter pilot who refused to abandon his comrades was 

awarded the Silver Star recently during ceremonies held at the Marble Mountain Air 

Facility. 
He was also presented the Distinguished Flying Cross for another action at the 

same ceremony. 
Major Thomas S. Reap, received the Silver Star for heroism while flying as a pilot 

with Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron-164 on Sept. 2, 1966. He has since been 

transferred to Marine Wing Head­

quarters Group·t. 
On the day of the action, Roap 

was assigned the mission of 

inserting a force of Marines into 

an area about seven miles south 

of Da Nang. 
Reaching the enemy-controlled 

area, he was twice driven out of 

the zone by intense ("Demy auto­

matic weapons fire. As he was 

climbing out of his second futile 

attempt his wingman was hit 

and crashed in flames. 
"It wouldn't have been right to 

just flY away and leave them 
there;w;Reap said later. "Marines 

never desert their own." 
Ignoring a wall of enemy fire. 

he turned and went back Into 
the zone. "As soon as I touched 

down. the ground Marines I had 

been carrying got out and set up 
a hasty perimeter." he comment­

ed. "You should have seen them 

move. Real professionals, every 

one." 
Despite a hall of enemy fire, 

Reap calmly remained in the 

zone until the crew of the downed 

helicopter were safely aboard. He 
also evacuated a number of 

wounded ground Marines. 
The Distinguished Flying Cross 

was presented in recognition of 

Reap' .. " ... professional ability 
and a'OUrage" In rescuing six 

wounded Marine atop a 2,600 foot 
mountain 12 miles southwest of 

Da Nang. 
"It wasn't much of a zone," 

R.ap recalled. "In fact It was 

about as bad as I've seen." 
The wounded Marines were part 

of a force held to the mountaintop 
by an encircling group of Viet 

Congo 
"I was worried about the trees 

-they were about 100 feet high." 

he said. 
The dense foliage forced the 

major to hold his CH-46A "Sea 

Knight" in a hover for almost 
an hour while the wounded were 

hoisted one at a time by the 

chopper's which. 
"Now that I think back on it, 

those trees might have saved 
the day for us. They were so 

thick near the tops that the Viet 

Cong couldn't really see my heli· 

copter there," Reap said. Corps and the United States 

After their wounded comrades Naval Service." 

were safely in the hovering heli- Smith has also been awarded 

copter. the remainder of the the Purple Heart and Navy Com­

ground Marines were hoi s ted mendation Medals for his actions 

aboard. I in Vietnam. 

The major's citation credited III * * 
his flying skill with saving the LOCHRIDGE 

force of 31 Marines. 
The awards were presented by 

Major General- Louis B. Robert­

shaw, commanding general. lst 
Marine Aircraft Wing. 

• • • 
BARNES 

PHU BAI - A Marine lance 
corporal, who killed six Viet Cong 

while leading a reaction force to 

the aid of a surrounded recon­
naissance team, has been award­

ed the Sliver Star Medal. 
Lance Corporal Robert C. 

Barnes was serving as scout 

team leader with "B" Co., 3rd 

Reconnaissance Battalion, 3rd 

Marine Division during the ac­
tion. 

Last October Barnes was called 

upon to act as point for the 150· 
man reaction force. They moved 

out through dense undergrowth 

and were soon forced to follow 
established trails. Only a short 

distance from the landing zone 

a lone VC fired on Barnes as he 
made his way through the jungle. 

An hour later Barnes spotted 

five guerrillas moving toward 

him along the trail. He immedl· 
ately opened fire, killing one and 

wounding another of the enemy. 
He soon made contact again. 

killing three more enemy and 

thwarting an ambush on the re­

action force. 
A short distance up the trail 

Barnes made a fifth contact with 
the enemy. He killed one more 

and wounded a second who had 
come to drag the body away. 

Through his efforts the reaction 

force successf,ully linked up with 

the recon patrol. He then guided 
both units back through the same 

'enemy-infested area to the land­
ing zone. 

Barnes' exceptional skill and 
knowledge of scouting and patrol­
ling combined with his deadly 

accuracy with a rine resulted in 
the deaths of six Viet Cong and 

wounds to at least three more. 
He also captured seven weap­

ons, several grenades, ammuni­

tion and documents . 

• • • 
SMITH 

DONG HA - Marine Sergeant 
Michael S. Smith was awarded 

the Silver Star Medal for his ac· 

ttons last Nov. 10 while an am­
munition technician for K 8at­

tery, 4th Battalion, Twelfth Ma· 
rine Regiment. 

During a firing mission in sup· 

port of Army of the Republic of 

Vietnam forces, a 155mm howitz­
er round slipped from the breech, 

falling on a fuze cone and dam­

aging the fuze. 

DA NANG-A Marine lieuten· 
ant from Scarsdale, N.Y., spear­

headed an attack with his crip­
pled tank against a strongly en­

trenched enemy armed with anti· 

tank weapons, was awarded the 
Silver Star Medal. 

First Lieutenant Willard F. 

Lochridge, then a platoon leader 
with "B" Company, 3rd Tank 

Battalion, was leading his platoon 

of tanks in support of an infantry 
company during Operation Ma­

con, Sept. 5. 
The leading platoon of infantry 

had sustained several casualties 
from enemy fire by a well-en­
trenched Viet Cong force. 

Lochridge maneuvered his 

tanks about the battle area gath· 
ering seriously wounded Marines. 

He then transported them to a 

helicopter landing zone for medl· 
cal evacuation. 

While directing both medical 
evacuations and the fire of his 

tanks against the enemy posl· 
tions, Lochridge constantly ex­

posed himself to the enemy fire. 

After successfully evacuating 

the wounded, Lochridge maneu· 
vered his tanks to a firing posi­

tion to lead the assault on the 

entrenched fortifications. His tank 
was hit by 57mm recoilless rine 

round. The round wounded Locb­

ridge, temporarily obscuring his 
vision. 

Disregarding his wound, Loch· 

ridge pressed the attack against 

the anti·tank weapon with his 
tank to prevent further damage 

to his own and other tanks in 
his platoon. 

Through the accurate and de· 

vastating fire directed by Loch· 
ridge, the position was penetrat­

ed, allowing the Infantry unit to 
rout the enemy. 

Twenty·three Viet Cong found 

dead in the trench lines were 

credited directly to the fire of 
Lochridge's tanks. 

Lochridge was presented the 
nations third highest award for I 

combat heroism by Major Gener­
al H. Nickerson Jr., commanding 
general of the 1st Marine Divi­

sion. • • • 
JOHNSON 

DONG HA-Hospltalman Third 

Class Charles E. Johnson was 
presented the Silver Star Medal 

recently. 
The 21-year-old Navy corpsman 

was cited for his actions while 

s e r v i n g with "G" Company, 

Third Marines, 3rd Marine Divl· 
sion, Aug. 23, 1966. 

"We were southeast of Da Nang 

during Operation Allegheny, when 

Rapid transit 
Marines of the bridge platoon, 9th Engineer Bn., J st 

Marine Division, pull the decking from a pontoon ferry Feb. 

4, for transport to the bridge at Binh Son, which had been 

blasted by demolitions by the VC early in the morning of the 

same day. The engineers were able to haul the rest of the 

ferry intact from the water and onto trucks for transfer to 

the site of the blown bridge. 
(Photo by S~t. A. L. C~per) 

81mm mortar platoon 
CHU LAI-"Fire Mission." where ever it is needed. 

A command that can be heard When a mission is called into 

anytime day or night In the area the 81's, they go Into action in 

manned by the 81mm Mortar as IIttie as two minutes. They 

Platoon, 3rd Battalion, Seventh can also be moved where the 

Marines, 1st Marine Division, on action Is In a hurry, to support 

Operation De Soto 25 miles south the men In the field under any 

of Quang Ngal City. condition. 

The Mortar Platoon, command- Since Operation De Soto be-

ed by Gunnery Sergeant Joseph gan, Jan. 26, the platoon has 

Miller, furnishes close in fire fired over 4,000 rounds of ilIumi· 

support for the Marines of the nation and high explosive ammu-

3rd Battalion, w hen eve r and nition at the Viet Congo 

Smoke rose from the damaged 
fuze, indicating a probably ex­
plosion. 

Smith ran to the howitzer with 
tools and a pan of water where 

28 other fuzes lay in the com­

partment. If detonated they would 
destroy the howitzer and cause 

numerous casualties to men of 
the ,battery. 

I saw two Marine casualties con­
cealed by dense vagetation and , 

moved up to aid them," Johnson 

said. 

Silver Star 
LCpl. Robert C. Barnes 

3d Reconnaissance Bn., 3d 

MarDiv., won the nation's 

third highest medal for hero­

ism by killing six VC as he 

led a reaction force to the aid 

of a surrounded reconnais­

sance patrol. 

" SEA TIGER 

Smith closed the compartment 

door, working amidst smoke 'rom 

three other firing howitzers. Us­
iftg a wrench as a buffer, he 

successfully removed the fuze 

and lowered It into a pan of 
water, where it stopped function­
ing. 

His citation reads In part: "by 

his brave altruism. extraordinary 
courage, and unfaltering devotion 

to duty, Sgt. Smith upheld the 

highest traditions of the Marine 

"I worked my way to the first 

man and found he was dead. 

After moving to the second who 
was seriously wounded, a third 

Marine pointed to .a nearby Viet 

Cong spider trap, which was oc· 

cupled by the enemy. I pulled 
my pistol, assaulted the spider 

trap and killed the enemy, elimi­

nating the threat \0 the wounded 
Marine," Johnson said. 

His citation reads In part: "AI· 

though surrounded by a fierce 
flreflght, he exposed himself to 

enemy fire to aid his wounded 

comrades, ensuring the safety of 

the wounded man, upholding the 

finest traditions of the United 

States Naval Service." 

Knee deep 
Marines of "C" Co., Ninth Marines, move through 

swampland searching for Vie t Con g near the "street 

without joy" during Operation Chinook. The 3d MarDiv. 

unit is operating in an area about J 2 miles northwest of 

Hlle. (Photo by Sgt. T. F. Bllrch) 



No mistakes made 

Sgt. disarms 250 Ibs. TNT 
By: SSgt. G.F. Selby Party team, went to the bridge . 

DA NANG-"I could only hope Using a near-by boat, Cartt'l' 

I didn't make a mistake," said was rowed to the bridge to in· 

Marine Sergeant Coy C. Cartel', speet the makeshift mine partial­

in explaining how he felt while h underwater. 

disarming 250 pounds of TNT at· He saw the two charges were 

tached to a bridge south of Da win'd in such a way that the 

Nang. detonation of one would instantly 

Cartel', a 1st Shore Party Bat. set off the other. 

talion helicopter support team In examining the wiring, Cartel' 

leader attached to the 1st Marine determined the charges would not 

Division, was supervising the be set off with an increase nor 

loading Qr two helicopters at the release of pressure. 

First Marines ' landing zone Feb. Hoping he was corrcct, Carter 

16 when he was told of a nearby cut the detonating cord connect­

bridge being mined. ing the separate charges-nothing 

The division explosive ordnance happened. He thl~n detached one 

disposal platoon had been noti- charge from the bridge support 

fied but had not yet arrived on and was towed 50 yards upstream 

the scene. from the bridge. There he re-

Carter and Corporal Morris G. moved the detonating cord from 

Zick also of the regiment's Shore the first lethal bundle of explo-

-----=-------- - - - -

Operation Stone iust 
like a WW II • movie 

By: Cpt. Lowell Carson 

DA NANG-"It was just like 
a World War II movie," the Ma­
rine said. 

He was describing the action 
Feb. 19 and 20, during phase II 
of Operation Stone, 15 miles south 
of Da Nang. 

Racing up the old Saigon to 
Hanoi railroad track, "C" and 
uD" Companies had split a Viet 
Cong battalion hemmed in on 
four sides by the 1st Bn., First 

Chinook 1/9 
PHU BA!-The 1st Battalion, 

Ninth Regiment, 3rd Marine Divi­
sion killed two Viet Cong, cap­
tured four carbines and 12,000 
pounds of rice Feb. 23 during Op­
eration Chinook II. 

The search and destroy mission 
is taking place 27 miles north 
of Phu Bai along tile ':Street 
Without Joy," an area written 
about by the late Dr. Bernard 
Fall. 

Commanded by Major James 
L. Day, the battalion has also ap­
prehended 17 Viet Cong suspects 
and captured eight confirmed VC. 

The Marines are m 0 v i n g 
through flat terrain, rice paddies, 
wooded areas and five-foot high 
hedgerows. 

The rice cache, found in a tun­
nel, was bagged and helo·lifted 
to the Phong Dien District head­
quarters for distribution to refu­
gees. 

Marine Regiment. 
Caught in a trap, the Viet Cong 

were seen fleeing in every direc­
tion by the Marines. Aircraft, 
artillery, tanks and infantry com­
bined in a blazing battle which 
raged across the rice paddies. 

One Viet Cong was seen racing 
across a paddy then disappeared 
when an artillery round seem­
ingly landed upon him. 

Marines would sweep toward 
enemy positions and find nothing. 
Then behind them a spider trap 
would open up and the VC would 
open fire. 

To cope with the now-you-sec­
them-now-you-don't tactics of the 
Viet Cong, the Marines brought 
in scout dogs to smell out holes, 
and engineers with mine detec­
tors to find hidden and aban­
doned weapons. 

Where dogs and eng i nee r S 
couldn't go, Marines stripped to 
dive into wells, water holes, and 
waterways to search for weapons 
and cave entrances. 

Operation Stone ended with 291 
Viet Cong killed, 61 captured. 
More than 500 civilians asked to 
be relocated in a area where they 
wouldn't be harassed by the Viet 
Congo 

The Marines captured large 
amounts of grenades, ammuni­
tion, uniforms. packs, medical 
supplies and 47 weapons. The 
weapons included Russian and 
French carbines. pistols and ma­
chine guns. 

sives. 
Anothcr trip to the underside 

of the bridge, and a second slow 
boat ride upstream and the last 
half of the di:lnger was eliminat­
ed. 

The rcmoval and disarming of 
the explosives took 15 minute's. 

Shortly thereafter, the EOn 
team arrived and congratulated 
Cartel' for his quick thinking and 
actions in saving the bridge. 

The EOD team explained the 
cord was the chemical type which 
would detonate the charge auto­
matically when the acid ate its 
way to the end. 

As if to emphasize these words, 
the cord popped harmlessly, as it 
was being handled by the EOn 
men. 

Carter doesn't recall the weath­
er that day but he docs admit, 
"I was mighty warm." 

Ontos adion 
By Sgt. T.D. Stephens 

CHU LA! - Two Ontos were 
with elements of "M" Company, 
3rd Battalion, Fifth Marines, 1st 
Marine Division as they moved 
out of a command post and head­
ed toward the village of Due Pho. 

The first tank-killer positioned 
itself midway in the column of 
Marines forming a blocking force 
to head off any enemy that would 
interfere 'with the movement of 
other companies. 

The second, brought up the 
rear of the reinforced platoon­
sized patrol lead by Second Lieu­
tenant Richard W. Hodory. 

Moving through Due Pho, the 
platoon set up around the village 
of An Truong. The two Ontos set 
up positions on the road at each 
end of the village. 

A team of Marine Corps engi­
neers using mine detectors had 
made a sweep through the village 
to check for buried mines and 
booby traps. 

Marine snipers also accompa­
nied the platoon, and were sta­
tioned on the outskirts of the vil­
lage. 

Artillery was called in along 
with fixed wing air strikes to de­
stroy VC bunkers and fortified 
positions. 

Later, the lead squad started 
up the road to return to the CP, 
Viet Cong snipers began firing 
from tunnels and from behind 
hedgerows I and rice paddy dikes. 

The Marines returned the fire, 
and killed three Viet Cong, cap­
turing two more. 

Grenade launcher 
Pfc. M. F. Johnson readies his grenade launcher to fire at Viet Cong attempting to flee 

jrom Marines on Operation Independence. He is a member of HE" Co., 2nd Bn., Fijth Marines, 

1st MarDiv. (Photo by Cpl. W. E. McDonald) 

Late gifts 
SSgt. Albert F. Senna, of H&S Co., 3d Bn" Fourth 

Marines, 3d MarDiv., presents the last of hundreds of gifts 

given the Phu-xuon Convent and Orphanage to Sisters Mary 

Sabine (center) and Mary Elizabeth. The battalion has spon­

sored the orphanage since April, 1966. 

(Photo by Sgt. T. F. Burch) 

Shore Party knows 
their three 18/

5
1 well 

DA NANG - Contrary to its 
name, Shore Party is not a fes­
tive affair on a sunny, sandy 
beach. 

Setting a First Marines logis­
tics record by moving 77,000 
pounds of supplies in one day and 
presenting Marines operating in 
the field with well over 100 tons 
of needed supplies in the first 15 
days of February can't very well 
be considered an event with a 
festive air. 

It certainly isn't considered so 
by the four man team of the 1st 

Battle bath 
CHU LA! - Marines of the 3rd 

Battalion, Seventh Marines, 1st 
Marine Division, have hot show­
ers right in the middle of Opera­
tion De Soto, courtesy of the 1st 
Engineer Battalion, 1st Marine 
Division. 

"We provide hot showers for 
more than 1,400 combat Marines 
each day," stated Corporal John 
R. Simon. 

He is NCO in Charge of the 
water points and field shower unit 
that is in support of the 3rd Bat­
talion, Seventh Marines, 25 miles 
south of Chu LaL 

The shower unit produces 1,500 
gallons of hot water for two hours 
each evening, giving Operation 
De Soto Marines a chance to 
clean up. 

Lance Corporal Jim R. Need­
ham, one of three Marines oper­
ating the water points stated, 
"When a combat patrol comes in 
from the field, we fire up the 
shower unit anytime of day to 
give the troops a chance to wash 
off the rice paddy dirt." 

The third Leatherneck on the 
1st Engineer water supply team 
is Private First Class William F. 
Geiger, who assists in producing 
the more than 2,000 gallons of 
potable water that is used over 
and above the shower unit sup­
ply. 

Good pure drinking water for a 
combat operation is a must. The 
shower unit is a frosting on the 
cake for the Marines engaged in 
Operation De Soto. 

Shore Party Battalion attached to 

the First Marine Regiment, 1st 

Marine Division. 

Sergeant Coy C. Carter, heads 
the regimental heJicopter support 
team. Corporal Morris G. Zick, 
Lance Corporal Ric h a r d L. 
Means, and Private First Class 
Gilbert I. Tressler, round out the 
support team. 

Marines often refer to supplies 
as "beans, bandages and bul­
lets." This quartet has proven 
they know their three "B's" 
backward and forward. 

The team's value to the regi­
ment is not limited to a daily 
eight or ten hours of loading heli­
copters with supplies needed in 
the field. 

Each morning they are found 
slowly moving along the road 
wearing ear phones and holding 
their mine detecting devices in 
front of them. Under a protec­
tive infantry escort the team 
clears the regiment's main road 
of mines the Viet Cong may have 
planted during the night. 

Carter said an average of three 
mines are found each week. He 
goes on to explain that the mines 
have been of varying sizes and 
types and have held as much as 
50 pounds of explosives. 

Carter and his team have un­
dergone a two·day course with 
combat engineers for familiariza­
tion in mines and mine sweeping. 
When one is detected, it is de­
stroyed in place rather than risk 
digging it up. 

The team has about two miles 
of road to clear. It takes about 
one hour. Then the Shore Party 
team returns to the regiment's 
helicopter landing zone to await 
the first pair of supply choppers 
of the day. 

By eve n i n g, thousands of 
pounds of supplies have been lift­
ed out and the last chopper has 
moved off. Members of the team 
then take their turns in manning 
positions in the regiment's de­
fensive perimeter. 
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FORCE LOGISTIC COM 

CHECKS PIPE-Marine Lance Cpl. Kenneth A. Hickmott, 
7th Separate Bulk Fuel Co., checks the gas pipes of one of the 
company's 10,000 gal/on tanks. The fuel unit arrived in Viet­
nam last Dec. and provides fuel for all military installations in 
the I Corps area. 

Bulk Fuel Company 
HOA KHANH - Thru intensive training and coordination, the 

7th Separate Bulk Fuel Company. Force Logistic Command, 1st 
Force Service Regiment, was invented, designed and developed as 
the first full strength bulk fuel company in Marine Corps history. 

Prior to arriving in Vietnam, the company began an intensive 
six-week "lock-on" training program at Camp Pendleton, Calif. 

The first two problems were intensive technical problems with 
concurrent training in the use of communications and unit field 
standard operating procedure. 

Consisting of squad, platoon and company defensive tactics, 
the third problem also included scouting and patrolling. 

Experience, garnered from the six·week training program, was 
put into use in the last problem when the company laid 18 fuel 
booster stations over a five·mile distance-under total blackout 
condition. This task was accomplished in fifteen hours. 

"The Company is undoubtedly the best trained and equipped 
bulk fuel unit in the history of the Marine Corps." stated Capt. E. J. 
Driscoll Jr., commanding officer of the company. 

After arriving in Da Nang last Dec., the company split into 
separate units to completely saturate the 1 Corps area. The first 
platoon was deployed to Chu Lai to assume operations while the 
second platoon went to Phu Bai and the third to Dong Ha. The 
fourth and fifth platoons, package and headquarters platoon be· 
came operational in the Da Nang area. 

A significant gain in operating efficiency was shown when the 
company headquarters began coordinating all fuel procurement and 
stock levels in the 1 Cotps. 

"I had great admiration for my men before I got here-I'm 
afraid I have no words to describe it now," said Driscoll. "When a 
section of the third platoon, located at the mouth of the Cua Viet 
river, five miles from the Dong Ha perimeter, sustained a mortar 
attack, 1 was swamped with requests from men in other bulk fuel 
platoons requesting transfers to this area-knowing them as I do, 
it was no surprise." 

~ .. J 
COBBLER SHOP-LCpl. Trilli Gurcia, a shoe repuirmull for 
the General Supply Section, Maintanance Co., Maint. Bn., 
repairs a sole at the boot repair shop. The FLC unit, near 
the Da Nang air field, repairs nearly J 100 pairs of boots each 
month. '" 

HOA KHANH - The Fo!'ce 
Logistic Command (FLC), III 
Marine Amphibious Force, the 
newest major Mal'ine Corps com­
mand, celebrates its £jrst anni­
versary March 15. 

Growing out of a specific situa­
tion created by the Vietnam war 
FLC provides logistic support to 
some 70,000 Marines who arc 
fighting this special kind of war. 

Commanded by Brigadier Gen­
eral James E. Herbold Jr., the 
main center of operations is 10· 
cated some 10 miles northwest of 
Da Nang. 

The command came into being 
in March, 1966. It was originally 
put together in a unique combina­
tion of two Force Logistic Sup­
port Groups augmented with per­
sonnel from the 1st and 3rd 
Service Battalions and detach­
ments from the 3rd Force Service 
Regiment from Okinawa. 

In the northern part of the I 
Corps area, the 3rd Marine Divi­
sion is actively supported by the 
Force Logistic Support G r 0 u p 
"Alpha," commanded by Lieu· 
tenant Colonel R. F. Van Cant­
fort, whose center of operations 
is located at Phu BaL Other ele· 
menls of FLSG·A are supporting 
units at Dong Ha, Khe Sohn, Col 
Co Island and Cua Viet. 

Headquartered at ehu Lai, 
Force Logistic Support G r 0 u p 
"Bravo," commanded by Colonel 
K. II. Shelly. provides. logistic 
support for all elements of the 
lst Marine Division in the south· 
ern sector of the I Corps area. 

The overall personnel compris­
ing the FLC command is about 
6,500 Marines with an additional 
307 Vietnamese civilian workers. 
The civilians, similiar to civil 
service stateside, have varying 
degrees of skills and, according 
to Herbold. are making signifi­
cant contributions in the opera­
tions of the Force Logistic Com· 
mand. 

The basic mission of FLC is to 
supply, maintain and service the 
combat trooper's needs to get his 
job done. 

Basically, the supply area con­
sists of food, spare parts, fuel 
and necessary forms for request· 
ing such items. 

Another function of the supply 
posture is the distribution of field 
fortifications, bun k e r building 
materials, sandbags and what is 
known as class five items con· 
cerned with the various types of 

ammunition. I craft before they return home to 
In the area of maintenance, all their base. The EOD men gained 

units are provided field mainte- fam e fl om their heroic missions 
nance for all of the tanks, rifles, during the "Battle of Britain" 
radiOS and artillery pieces used during World War II. 
by a modern Marine Corps. In One of the most "thankless" 
some instances, the actual rc- jobs that anyone can have in any 
building of components, like a war, is taking prOI)er care of the 
complete truck engine change 01' human remains of our men who 
the replacing of a new track on are battle casualties. This task is 
a tank, is accomplished daily. In acCOntlJlished by the Graves Reg· 
short, the com man d provides IstraUon personnel frOllI FLC who 
maintenance repair support for are located at each medical bat· 
all of the clements within the I talion. 
Corps. The 'morale builders' of the 

The many varied services pro· command are the personnel op· 
vided by the Force Logistic Com· crating the mobile laundry units, 
mand throughout the I Corps, is bakery units, ice plants and icc 
as great as the many individual cream plants. Both laundry and 
military occupational specialties bakery units are mobile operative 
comprising the command. to serve troops in the field lack· 

Few members of the Armed ing such luxury facilities. 
Forces in Vietnam are aware of One of the most important sec. 
the fact that the R&R Transient tions of the command is the Data 
Facilities at Da Nang. is operate~ Processing Platoons. The DPP 
by FLC. The FacUitles, in add.- units provide inventory control 
tion to housing R&R personnel, support for the basic supply mis. 
also provides temporary housing sion, personnel accounting and 
for transIent personnel travellng make assignments of personnel in 
UII and down the 160 mUe I Corps accordance with their skills and 
area. ability. 
Co~t.r~ry to popula~ belief, all Over a million gallons of fuel 

requIsItIOns for supplIes are. not per day is pumped to our Marine 
sent to the State~ for purc.hasmg. units throughout the I Corps by 
The command aIds .the. Vletna.m- FLC's 7th Separate Bulk Fuel Co. 
e~e economy by buymg Items hk~ This specialized company was 
rice, fresh vegetables and soIl designed to fill the fuel require. 
products for local commands. ments which were nor mall y 

The flow of all cargo to Marine "man·handled" over roads and 
forces in this area is another re- beaches, m a kin g delivery reo 
sponsibility of FLC. Liaison per· quirements extremely difficult. 
sonnel are located at the air tel'· The "hose-humpers," as they are 
minals and piers, taking charge sometimes dubbed because they 
of cargo as it is delivered and constantly work with heavy hoses 
making sure of delivery to Ma· for the fuel tanks, utilize modern 
rine units throughout I Corps. fuel handling equipment to ex-

When units are in remote areas peditiously service all fuel re­
or arc cut-off in a combat opera- quirements. 
tion, the Air Delivery J:>'latoon Another specialized organiza. 
comes into play. The h i g h I y tion within the command is an 
trained technicians actually pack ammunition com pan y, which 
the chutes, attach gear to the takes charge of all the expensive, 
chutes and ride with the aircraft highly complicated and closely 
over the 'drop zone.' The cargo controlled and rationed ammuni. 
is discharged by parachute to tion used by Marines in Vietnam. 
the earth and Marines make sure 
of delivery and recovery of the The 5th Communications Bn., 
chutes. Force Logistic Command, is the 

Not all units of FLC are con· principle communications support 
cerned with supply, maintenance for the commanding general , III 
and service support. The 'tick- MAF. 
lish' task of disarming duds or Herbold stated "We are not the 
booby traps placed on bridges by combat soldiers, nor arc we the 
the Viet Cong is a job performed Marine flyers - we arc not the 
by the Explosive Ordnance Dis- 'shoot'em·up' command, but we 
posal teams. These highly trained are the ones who are providing 
technicians also are called upon the basic support which is so ne· 
to disarm bombs on disabled air· cessary for combat success." 

FLC/s Salvage Section 
HOA KHANH - The unique the section shipped a total of 

task of receiving, packing and 2,500 pieces of body armor to Oki· 
shipping the 'war worn' items nawa for rebuilding." 

tion put in some long, tedious 
hours," states Palmer, "but the 
gear must get out, and it is get· 
ling out." back-home for salvage is an Another 'hot' item shipped in 

everyday occurence for Marines large quantities is re-salvaged 
of the Force Logistic Command's brass. Most of the brass is sal· 
Salvage section. vaged from l05mm shell casings, 

The salvage crew, comprised showing a savings of approxi· 
of thirty· five Marines and four- mately $120,000 for a three month 
teen civilian workers, handle and period. 
process an average of 800 tons of The salvage section serves all 
military items pel' day. Marine units from Da Nang to 

The items range from rifles, Dong Ha, plus additional forces 
body armor, helmets, mess gear, within their tactical area of re­
vehicles, engine parts and dead I sponsibility (TAOR). 
tanks. According to Lieutenant Both weather and increased 
D. C. Palmer, officer in charge . combat activity increases the 
of the section, "some 'hot' items work-load of the section. Equip­
like body armor (flak vest) we ment excessively used is sent to 
ship directly to OUI' 4th and 5th salvage for processing. The hard­
echelon maintenance at Okinawa, el' to move gear, tanks and the 
and within 30 days we get it back like. rcquire more time and ef­
completely rebuilt to better the fort to get to embarkation piers 
fighting odds of the combat Ma- some 22 miles from the salvage 
rine." compound. 

Many of the itcms sent to the Smaller items also require spe-
States repair facilities and Oki· cially constructed packing crates 
nawa are providing 'Uncle Sam' for stateside s hip men t. This 
a substantial saving. phase of the operation is normal· 

"A piece of body armor can be Iy handled by the civilian work· 
completely rebuilt at Okinawa CI'S who construct some 40 differ· 
for half the cost of a new one," ent crates daily. 
said Palmer. "Last February, "The crew of the salvage sec· 

FLSG-B 
CHU LAI-Force Logistic Sup· 

port Group "Bravo", located at 
Chu Lai, was formed as part of 
the Force Logistic Command in 
March 1966. 

Supporting all military units in 
t.he southernmost portion of the 
I Corps area, the support group 
""1)1)1;,,<",. not nnlv MRrine units, 
but Army detachments and thc 
Republic of Korcan Marine Bri­
gade with f 0 0 d, am,munition, 
clothing alld 0 t h (> t· materials 
needed (01' the units to function 
properly. 

Logistic Sup p 0 r t Activities 
(LSA) teams are sent to Marine 
combat operations from their 
parent unit, FLSG-B, to support 
the "man in the held." 

The support gl'oup is com· 
manded by Colonel Kermit H. 
Shelly. 



AND 

corpsman with 
pn,/},'nell Action Company Three, checks the throat 0/ a 

Vietnamese girl while holding MedCap in the village 
Hoa Khanh. Morse treats nearly 250 patients weekly in 
area, located nine miles northwest of Da Nang. 

Colomboni. 
operator, Communications Co., H&S Bn., Force 

Command, places one 0/ the more than 4000 calls 
come over the Pitchblend switchboard daily. Working ill 

shilts, the ~'witchboard is manned around the clock. 

YOlvl:. FOR BRASSy-Lt. D. C. Palmer, officer-in-charge 

the Force Logistic Command's salvage section, stands amid 
0/ 105 artillery casings prior to shipment 10 the States. 

COLORS CEREMONY-The /Iag 0/ the 3d Service Bn. was presemed to the Force Logistic 
Support Group "Alpha" in cere.nonies held at Phu Bai Feb. 24. Saluting the colors are (I to r) 
LtCol. R. F. Van Cant/ort, CO, FLSG-A; BGen. J. E. Herbold, CG, FLC; SgtMaj. C. E. 
Miller, FLSG-A sergeant major, and 2dLt. T. W. Lee, personnel officer, FLSG-A. The sup­
port group, formerly stationed in Do Nang was moved to Phu Rai, Feb. 15. 

Force Logistic Support Group "A" 
HOA KHANH-In ceremonies held at the Force Logistic Support Group "Alpha" 

in Phu Bai, Feb. 24, Brigadier General James E. Herbold, commanding general, Force 
Logistic Command, presented the colors of the 3rd Service Battalion to Lieutenant 
Colonel R. F. Van Cantfort, commanding officer, FLSG-A. 

The logistic support group moved from the Da Nang area to Phu Bai and became 
Force Logistic Support Group "Alpha"/3rd Service Bn., when the 1st Force Service 
Regiment moved from Camp Pendleton, Calif., to the Force Logistic Command Feb. 15. 

After participating in numerous. . . . . . 
combat landings in World War sprmg of 1966, the Da N~n¥ group I the Force Logistic Support Um~­
II the service battalion was de- became the Force Loglsttc Sup- Two (FLSU-2), then at Phu Bal, 
c~mmissioned and later reactivat- port Group "Alpha" and included as a subordinate command. 
ed at Camp Pendleton, Calif. , in 
Jan .• 1952. 

In 1953. following a period of 
training, the service battalion 
moved with the 3rd Marine Divi­

Training and education 
sion to Japan where it remained ROA KHANH - The American 
until 1955 when it again moved, Everyday Dictionary defines the 
this time to Okinawa. word "education" as an "act or 

The 9th Marine Expeditionary process oC instruction or train­
Brigade, was formed in the spring ing." 
of 1965 Cor deployment into Viet­

The three-Marine-manned train­
ing and education section of the 
Force Logistic Command define 
the word realistically as hard 
work, ambitious Marines and an 
individual willingness to learn. 

nam. They were accompanied by 
a brigade logistic support group 
drawn from elements oC the 3rd 
Service Bn. and the 3rd Medical 
Bn. 

Redesignated ~he Force Logis­
tic Support Group in May, 1965, 
the logistic group was placed 
undcr operational control of the 
III Marine Amphibious Force. 

When the Force Logistic Com­
mand was established in the 
--------------------

Formed in April, 1966, the sec­
tion can "back-up" their state­
ment with hard facts. Only six 
Marines were enrolled in Marine 
Corps Institute courses (MCI) 
during April. Today, almost a 

TO BE AN EXPERT WITH 
THE: MACHINEGUN 

MUSTl 

• OBTAiN ACCURATE 

fAVERSE AND SEARCH 

f iRE 

--:t: ,.$ ENGAGEMENT 

year latcr, the number has soared 
to 1,846 and some 602 additional 
members participating in the 
United States Armed Forces In· 
stitute program. 

During the early stages of the 
section, only one formal school 
existed for the FLC Marines. To 
date, a total of 26 schools have 
been established, located in Viet­
nam, Japan, Okinawa and the 
Philippines., The individual Ma­
rine can receive instruction rang­
ing from motion picture operation 
to a 28-day course of the Viet­
namese language. 

SCHOOL DAZE-Sgt. Ju/ian R. Valasquez, (Ie/t) /islells illtently to GySgl. Leollard Holmes 
0/ Waynesboro, Va., NCOIC 0/ the Force Logistic Command's training and education section as 
he explains the use of visual aids utilized by the section. The three man section, in operation less 
than a year, boasts 0/ having a Marine Corps InstilLlte enrol/ment 0/ FLC Marines totaling 1,846 
alld additional 602 members participating in the United States Armed Forces Institute program. '-



Take advantage of ride 
Hospital Corpsman Howard W. Frame (left) and Sgt. Charles E- Rott take advantage of 

a small Vietnamese boat to cross a river during Operation Independence. Both are members 

of "G" Co., 2nd BII., Fourth Marines, 1st MarDiv. (Photo by LCpl. J. E- McClory) 

When it comes to recreation 
tryChu Lai special services 

By Sgt. R. R. Pittman 
CHU LAI-"CAN DO", is the motto. of Special Services, Task Force X-Ray, 1st 

Marine Division, when it comes to recreation facilities for the troops. 

Many items are available for check-out at the issue room. A few include: swim 

trunks; game sets; tape recorders; radios; ping pong; horseshoes; swim fins; snorkels; 

fishing gear (fresh and salt water), and hometown newspapers and magazines. 

For fun in the sun, what can beat the beach? A small strip of beach is set-aside and 

staffed with life guards provided by special services for Marines during off-duty hours. 

Another feature of the Chu Lai . 

Special Services section is the "B e a c h ~ecreation Facility" begin. The new facility will have 

usa programs which bring many complete With beach h 0 u s ~ s; an indoor 1,000 ' man theater; a 

hours of entertainment to troops s~owers; rest and. recuperatIon 20 lane bowling alley' hobby 

in the Chu Lai area. billets for an overOight stay; ten· ' 

Movies are also provided in the nis courts; a minia.ture. golf s.hop; bar.ber sho~; gamE: room; 

clubs and messhalls, for an even· course and a centrahzed Issue hbrary With mUSIC room; snack 

ing of enjoyment and relaxation. room on the beach. bar with patio and Cor the out-

Special Services has much to When the Beach Recreation Fa- door sports fans there will be a 

offer, but according to Second cility is completed, construction baseball field and a football 

Lieutenant Robert A. Cornell, of a "Community facilities" will. stadium. 

special services officer, things 
will be even better in the future. 
Projects scheduled to start March 
1967 include construction of a 

314 missions 
CHU LAI - F-4B Phantom jets 

of Marine Fighter Attack Squad­
ron-314, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, 
flew 53 combat missions over 
South Vietnam, Jan. 29-31, blast­
ing enemy forces with 55 tons of 
bombs and rockets. 

Pilots of the Chu Lai-based 
squadron accumulating 62 flight­
hours during the three·day period 
flying missions throughout the I 
Corps area. 

Dam age assessment reports 
from aerial observers and intel­
ligence sources credited VMF A-
314 aircraft with confirmed kills 
of 20 enemy troops, 30 structures 
destroyed, another 11 damaged, 
and one Viet Cong sampan sunk 
with heavy damage to another. 

Major James Ryan Jr. was 
credited with 15 of the enemy 
kills, during a bombing mission 
near Duc Pho in Quang Ngai 
Province, Jan. 29. 

"Enemy troops were in a val­
ley enclosed by high ridges on 
three sides, so while my wing· 
man maintained radio contact 
with the Marines on the ground, 
I made three runs on the target," 
Ryan said. 

Short Rounds I 
ro u e young guests were served a wien-T bl 

I

Ule, Between the events the 

er, 1:i3Ucrki'aut and bean dinner. 

. CHU LAI - There was "? Clues- Each of the teen-agers received 

tlOn, about who had the I'1ght of a pith helmet and other girts, 

wa~.. including tennis balls and combs . 

. Wh~n en~l~? trouble f 0 l' C c,d The party was sponsored by 

Captam ,WIlham D" B,lackbulIl the battalion's Headquarters and 

to la~d hIS Ol-C obsci vallOn pI~ne Service Company, in cooperation 

0." I'lJghwa;v ,1, he fo~nd the tJ af- with the unit's civil affairs sec-
fie was Willing to YIeld. tion. 

Returning from an ail' strike 
conlrol mission south of Quang 
Ngai the 1st Marine Aircraft 
Wing pilot was seven miles from 
Chu Lai when clogged fuel lines 
caused the engine to fail. He 
managed to fly foul' miles farther 
before setting down on the road. 

"I radioed ahead to have some­
body come after us, then picked 
the biggest gap between trucks 
for the landing," Blackburn said. 

Within minutes a squad of Ma­
rines arrived to pro t e c t the 
downed aircraft. 

They helped the pilot and his 
aerial observer, Marine Captain 
Chester E. Hansen, push the 
plane orr thc highway, and a heli­
copter took the pair to Chu Lai. 

They returned the next morn· 
ing with a mechanic to work on 
the fuel lines. Blackburn climbed 
into the repaired plane and took 
off from his Highway 1 "run­
way." 

30 yards 
DONG HA - "They were only 

about 30 yards away_ I didn't 
have a chance to say a word-I 
saw three of them creep up onto 
the trail from the right, and I 
had to open fire myself," said 
Private First Class Anselmo V. 
Carrizales Jr. 

The assistant machine gunner 
with "K" Company, Third Ma· 
rines quietly raised his automatic 
M-14 rifle and ripped off a 12-
round burst at the first of the 
three Viet Cong guerrillas. 

Just as the riddled VC fen 
backwards, his straw hat tum­
bling to the ground, the second 
guerrilla opened fire with a car­
bine on Carrizales and two other 
Marines crouched along the trail. 

"But we were already lying flat 
so the rounds whizzed over us 
into the trees," said Private First 
Class Conception Gonzales Jr., 
the other assistant gunner. "We 
couldn't see well at all -- the 
smoke from his burst was hang­
ing all across the trail." 

In the brief exchange of fire, 
the two guerrillas snatched up 
their wounded comrade and car­
ried him off into the dense jun~ 
gle. 

Big brother 
DA NANG - Some 150 boys 

from Phong Bac hamlet near Da 
Nang got a taste of American 
boxing and baseball and wieners 
and sauerkraut recently at a "Big 
Brothers" party sponsored by the 
3rd Tank Battalion, 1st Marine 
Division, 

The youths, aged 13-16. watched 
Leathernecks mix it up in three 
boxing bouts, to start the festivi­
ties. Then volunteers responding 
to First Sergeant Louis Slezak's 
invitation tried their hand at the 
sport. 

Despite a tendency to use feet 
as well as gloves-in Thai box­
ing style-and a slippery ring 
caused by a steady drizzle, the 
Vietnamese slugged it out to de­
cide the flyweight and paper-

'Mike' 
CHU LA! - A 155mm sclf­

propelled howitzcr at "Mike" 
Battery, 4th Battalion, Eleventh 
Marines, 1st Field Art i II e r y 
Group fired the battalion's 100,­
OOOth round Feb. 13. 

Lieutenant Colonel J.L. Laney 
Jr., battalion commander, pulled 
the lanyard that sent the high­
explosive projectile roaring to­
wards an enemy target 14,000 
meters in the hills. 

Since arriving in Vietnam in 
Aug. 1965, "Mike" Battery has 
fired more than half of the 100,~ 

000-l'ound battalion total. The bat­
tery has credit for 1,367 Viet 
Cong confirmed killed by fire 
from its six guns, 

"Mike" Battery works with the 
3rd Battalion, Eleventh Marines 
in an area generally south and 
west of Chu Lai. 

Helmet 
DA NANG - A Marine co-pilot 

of Marine Medium Helicopter 
Squadron-265, struck by a sniper 
round on his crash helmet, cred· 
its the aviatoJ; hard-hat with sav­
ing his life. 

Captain Paul M. Nick, Marine 
Aircraft Group-16, was flying a 
troop retraction mission seven 
miles south of Da Nang recently. 

"As we approached the desig­
nated landing zone," he said, 
"Marine attack aircraft were 
pounding enemy positions near­
by." 

When the CH46A helicopter 
landed in the zone, enemy weap· 
ons opened fire. 

"As the last of the troops 
climbed aboard, an enemy round 
smashed through the windshield, 
piercing my crash helmet," Nick 
said. 

The round deflected off the 
helmet and continued through the 
roof of the aircraft. Nick suffered 
a concussion. 

"I received a terrific headache 
from the jolt, but thanks to my 
helmet, I'm alive," he said. 

Sniper 
CAMP CARROLL - A Marine 

sniper's average range to his vic· 
tim is about 1,000 yards, how· 
ever, Corporal Lynn Bushnell 
didn't need telescopic sights to 
hit a Viet Cong only five feet 
away. 

He gained this unusual advan­
tage while attached to "K" Com~ 
pany, Third Marine Regiment, 
during a search and destroy mis­
sion near the Mai Loc Hamlet 
in the Cua Valley near here. 

Before the company began its 
sweep through the valley, Bush· 
nell and another sniper were 
placed at a advantage point on a 
hill to stop the Viet Cong from 
escaping along several trails. 

"I came in low, sweeping up 
the valley from the open end and 
dropped three 250-pound bombs 
each time, pulling up fast to 
clear the ridgeline." 

"I made three more runs, straf­
ing the area with cannon fire, 
before joining my wingman and 
returning to base," said the ma­
jor. 

""','-"' ________ " ' ,'"'0,,0 weight champions of Phong Bac 
--- -medals went to the winners. 

As the two snipers camou· 
flaged themselves in the thick 
terrain, a VC approached. Bush­
nell spotted the guerrilla and 
told his companion to remain 
quiet. 

"The following day we received 
word that Marines in the area 
had counted 15 bodies," he said. 
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Lucky 
1 stLt. Joseph P. St. Martin, a pilot with Marine Fighter 

Squadron-323 points to a bullet hole in the canopy of his F4B 

Phantom jet. His aircraft was hit while on helicopter escort 

mission 10 miles southwest of Da Nang. 
(Photo by Sgt. G. G. Thomas) 

One medal went unclaimed dur­
ing the festivities. It was to be 
awarded to the first boy to climb 
a 25-foot pole, greased about two­
thirds of the way up. No one 
made it. 

A tug of war and a softball 
game, under Marine coaching, 
founded out the athletic sched-

'·The VC, walking up the trail, 
didn't have the slightest idea we 
were there," said Bushnell. "As 
he reached our position, I shouted 
'Dung Lai' (halt), but he didn't 
waste any time trying to get 
away. Not needing the help of my 
scope, I shot him." 



11th Engineers make 
life a bit easier for 
Dong Ha Marines 

By CpJ. Vince Hagel 
DONG HA-Rain won't stop a postman, nor will it 

stop the Marines; particularly the 11th Engineers here. 
Supporting the 3rd Marine Division since late No­

vember 1966, the 11th Engineer Bn. worked throughout 
the monsoons, building new roads and bridges and repair­
ing the old. 

Three trucks and a jeep were destroyed by mines in 
spite of daily mine-sweeps. Viet ---
Cong snipers harassed the Ma- Dong Ha Marines - another task 
rines from time to time, but in- for 1Uh Engineers. 
lantry security g u a r d s drove Participating in the people-to-
them off. people program, the engineers 

Eighty-four trucks are the bat- provided doors and windows for 
talion's backbone. according to Vietnamese military dependents' 
battalion commander, Lieutenant housing. They are donating mate~ 
Colonel Ross Mulford. "Without rials and man h"ours, digging 
trucks we would be at a stand· wells for some of the nearby 
still," he said. "Those truck driv- Cam La village hamlets. 
ers are the hardest working men In the Marine compound, ten 
I've seen." engineers operate a water purifi4 

Mud, often a yard deep, ham- cation plant with a daily capaci­
pored progress. Operating a ty of 100.000 gallons of potable 
small rock crusher, the engineers water. 
were able to supply 10-15 tons of Variety is the spice of life with 

Searching a junk 
gravel per hour from three gravel the 11th Engineers. Just as their ' 
-pits. jobs are varied, so are the offi4 

Roads and bridges represent eers and men who perform them. 
only a portion of the engineers Not all the officers are profes­
work. Operations officer, Captain sional engineers. Most of the 
Jerry Shelton t h ink s he has young Marines knew not h i n g 
enough work orders now to keep about the equipment they now 
the battalion busy until he leaves use before they joined the Ma­
-in 11 months. .rine Corps. Today they display 

Marines of HC" Company, 1st Bn., Fourth Marines search a Vietnamese junk in Sa Huynh 
harbor for VC weapons during the first day of operation "Deckhouse VI". 

Walk around hamlet 
nets one Viet Cong 

By LCpJ. R. M. Bayer 
DA NANG-"We just wanted to take a little walk 

around the hamlet to see what it looked like and we ended 
up catching ourselves a Viet Cong." 

That was how Private First Class Thorsan A. Dathan 
described how he and three other men of the 3rd Bn., Fir.t 
Marine Regiment apprehended a Viet Cong during Opera­
tion Stone. 

Dathan and his three' com· 1-------------­
panions, Lance Corporal Richard This left no doubt in the minds 
B. Paugh, Private First Class of the four Leathernecks that 
Robert D. Seavey, and Private their prisoner was a Viet Congo 
Jackie D. Centers, members of Their suspicions were later con­
the Headquarters and Service Co. firmed by interrogation. 
weapons platoon were with the 

m.L~~~ %)U~ni~h~h~~~~~ei ~i 291 VC killed 
As the foursome moved through I 

an area ~t the edge of. the hamlet DA NANG _ Operation Stone. 
thc~ noticed a man tn one hut a First Marines operation ended 
P~~IC as they walked by. Feb. 22 with 291 Viet Cong killed 

W~ ~ntcred tbc hut 3!ld the and 65 captured. 
man Indicated to us that hiS knee 
was hurt and he was trying to 
get his cane," said Dathan, "but 
we could tell by the eyes of the 
other people in the hut that some· 
thing was wrong." 

"I stripped the man's clothes 
off and he had insect bites all 
over his body just as many Viet 
Cong do," Dathan continued. 

The tali, muscular Dathan had 
to carry the suspect back to the 
command post because the man 
refused to move. 

"As we were walking back to 
the command post one of the guys 
behind me yelled, 'He's trying to 
get a grenade,' said Dathan. "I 
stopped him just as he was grab­
bing a hand grenade on my 
cartridge belt." 

R.ed Cross 
DONG HA - Marines in this 

area just south of the Demilita­
rized Zone are now being servo 
iced by a permanent American 
Red Cross office, opened here 
yesterday. 

Staffed by William Braye. the 
new office is a sub unit of the 
lrd Marine Division Red Cross 
office at Phu Bai. 

Braye formerly worked with 
Marines at the Staging Battalion, 
Marine Corps Base, Camp Pen­
dleton. Calif. 

During the two phase, H-day 
operation, the Marines, including 
units of the Fourth and Twenty­
sixth Marine Reg i men t s, de­
stroyed a vast network of caves, 
tunnels. and bunkers on a Viet 
Cong island stronghold 12 miles 
south of Da Nang. 

During phase one, a five-day 
sweep of the island, an area 
bounded by the Ky Lam River 
on the north and the Chiem Son 
River on the south. the Marines 
killed 61 Viet Cong and captUl·ed 
11. 

The second phase started on 
Feb. 18. when units of the 1st and 
2nd Battalions struck two miles 
north of the island at La Huan. 
a village lying north of Vietnam 
Highway 4 and west of the north­
south railroad track. 

The Marines swooped into the 
area, where a large Viet Cong 
force was entrenched, by helicop­
ter and amp h i b i a u s tractor, 
throwing a four-sided cor don 
around the enemy. 

Boxed in, they fought desper· 
ately and fie r eel y to break 
through the enCircling Marines' 
lines. 

Artillery, air strikes and mOf­
tar fire took a heavy toll of Viet 
Cong as the First Regiment Ma­
rines closed the sides of the box. 
Marine casualties were light. 

Memorial Club 
Marines r('{urni"g to (he 

U.S. (rom , 'it'tnam arc in­
vited to make liSt' o£ the 
facilities o( the Marines· 
Memorial Cluh in S'ln Fran­
cisco. 

At the Dong Ha Marine base professionalism in every aspect 
more wire will be s t run g, of their work from dawn to dusk 
trenches dug and more bunkers -and sometimes longer. 
built for the expansion of the 3rd 
Division Forward command post. 

For roum rat('s and r('scr­
vations write to: Marines 
Memorial Club, 609 Sutter 
Street, San Francisco, Cali4 
rornia, 94102. 

Ground in front of the engi­
neers' lines is clear for one hun­
dred yal'ds and illuminated by 
powerful electric Jamps at night. 
Now the engineers will do the 
same for the entire perimeter, 
plus build lookout towers at inter­
vals. 

New access roads, showers and 
living quarters will be built for 

Bunker Buster 
Cpl. Hebert Hollifield. J st Engineer Bn., J st Marine 

Division. prepares a charge of TNT to destroy a Viet Cong 
blinker discovered during Operation De Soto, 25 miles south 
of Quang Ngai. Combat engineers are working with elements 
of the Seventh Marines on the operation which began Jan. 
26. (Photo by Sgt. A. L. Cooper) 

Old timer 
PHU BAI - Marine Gunnery 

Sergeant Paul A. Akers, £ormer 
night manager for a hotel at 
Nags Head, N.C., following his re­
tirement from the Corps in 1962, 
is now back with the Leather­
necks as the 3rd Marine Divi· 
s ion's Headquarters Battalion 
mess sergeant. 

Akers moved to Kitty Hawk af­
ter 20 years service with the Ma­
rines from 1942 to 1962. During 
his "£irst tour" he participated 
in the Guadalcanal campaign in 
World War II, and was also with 
the Marines in Korea. 

He said he was happy with his 
job and home at Kilty Hawk, but 
when the Corps asked for experi­
enced volunteers to return to 
service for Vietnam, he "just had 
to answer the call." 

The 46-year-old Marine said 
food served to the fighting men 
here is a far cry from the dried 
beans and "corned Willy," that 
he tried to disguise in World War 
II. 

The Marines still have their fa­
vorite food though he said, "steak 
or roast beef. I gucss in my ca­
reer, I've prepared more than 
half a million pounds of steak," 
he added. 

Akers recalls when he had to 
butcher wild cattle on GuadaJ­
canal to provide the Marines with 
their choice. 

"There's a big difference now. 
I'm preparing meals fot' 1,500 
men three times a day. I have 
16 cooks and bakers, 17 enlisted 
to assist and nine Vietnamese 
civilians to wash dishes. It's just 
not like things were in Korea or 
on the 'Canal," he adds with a 
smile. 

Akers is senior sergeant of his 
.rank in the Marine Corps Food 
Service Field. He will remain on 
active duty for two years then 
return to his former job at Nags 
Head. 

"It's not as if I were out in 
the battlefield with com bat 
units," Akers said, "but I feel 
my job of fixing the best food 
available is important, so I'll stay 
as long as they need me." 
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"Gold mining' 5" profitable I 
for "K" Company Marines 

By Sgt. T. D. Stephens 
CHU LAI-It wasn't quite full light as Second Lieutenant Robert E. Bartman, 

started moving his platoon off Nui Dau hill about 27 miles south of Quang Ngai, Re· 
public of Vietnam. 

The unit, the second platoon of "K" Company, 3rd Battalion, Seventh Marines, 1st 
Marine Division, was on its way to do a little "gold mining," the term used for search· 
ing out and blowing up enemy caves. 

As the platoon neared their objective Bartman gave the word for the two security 
squads to move into their posi­
tions-one squad on each of two 
knolls overlooking a cave the 
platoon had spotted a few days 
before. 

The third squad would drop in­
to the valley and do the actual 
search and destroy. 

Sniper fire was received by the 
security squads as they moved 
into their positions. The Marines 
immediately found cover and re­
turned the fire, chasing the Viet 
Cong into the cane fields sur­
rounding the base of the hill. 

As soon as the firing had been 
stopped from the valley, Bartman 
gave the word for the search 
squad to start into the valley. 

Corporals Darrell L. Rexrode, 
and Robert M. Waltz were select­
ed to go into the cave. 

The two Marines fin a II y 
emerged from the tunnel about 
150 feet from the point they had 
entered. The length of the tunnel 
was determined to be 228 feet 
and the search had taken almost 
four hours. Phone contact was 
maintained with the two Ma­
rines throughout the search. 

As soon as the tunnel was 
cleared by the search team, a 
team of Marine Corps engineers 
attached to the platoon went into 
action. Using high explosives the 
team closed the cave and sealed 
it off from further enemy usc. 

As the search team finished 
looking over a second, shorter 
cave, the lieutenant gave the 
word to start home. Thl' second 
cave was marked £01; further 
reconnaissance. 

As the squad moved up the 
hill, intense sniper fire was again 
received from the cane fields. 
The Marines, using the cover af­
forded them by the large bould· 

ers on the hill, quickly joined the 
two security squads in returning 
the fire. The Viet Cong broke off 
contact when artillery and mor­
tar rounds started landing in the 
area. 

The security squads were called 
in from their positions and the 
platoon began moving back over 
the long trail home. 

;Results of the day's activity 
were two Viet Cong killed and a 
tunnel complex destroyed - and 
many tired feet for the men of 
the second platoon. 

First lstSgt. 
DA NANG - When "A·' Bat­

tery, 1st Battalion, Thirteenth 
Marine Regiment was reformed 
April I. 1966. First Sergeant 
Everett R. Ferrell, was the first 
member to report for duty. 

It was just the beginning of 
"firs!!:i" for Ferrell. 

Soon after the artillery unit's 
deployment to Vietnam, Ferrell 
witnessed the first round being 
fired'lgainst the Viet Congo 

It was only natural then, that 
when the 20,000th round was 
fired by "An Battery, Ferrell 
should be the man to pull the 
lanyard. It was fired at 9: 40 
p.m., Feb. 18, while the guns 
were in support of infantry unit~ 
during Operation Stone. 

Whether or not the round fired 
by Ferrell accounted for any of 
the 40 confirmed VC kills credit­
ed to the battalion during the op­
eration, one thing is certain, he 
was the first sergeant major in 
the battery to fire a round. 

Just a week prior to the fire 
mission he was promoted to that 
rank. 

Experienced 
CHU LA! - A nine·year-old 

specialist -in demolitions was 
fleeing the enemy with his par­
ents. 

The train on whieh they were 
traveling suddenly received a 
tremendous barrage of artillery 
and small arms fire, and the pas­
sengers were forced to flee. 

Vietnam? No! 
But the small boy, a Latvian 

refugee from the Russian occupa­
tion in 1944, is now here. He is 
Staff Sergeant Wilhelms Krafcigs, 
leader of the 1st platoon, "M" 
Company, 3rd BattCllion, Seventh 
Marines, 1st Marine Divi::;ion. 

War experience came early to 
Krafcigs. 

His father, a member of the 
Latvian underground, which op­
erated (rom the woods outside 
the capital city of Riga, taught 
his son about demolitions and 
weapons almost before the boy 
could read, he said. Krafdgs' 
home during the German-Russian 
battles for control of Latvia was 
a bomb shelter in Riga. 

"The weather in Latvia during 
those battles was a little different 
from Vietnam," he said. "It was 
so cold one winter that the Rus­
sians came charging across the 
icc in the harbor in tanks, sink­
ing all the ships they could, and 
bombarding the city," he said. 

Krafcigs eventually I' c a c h e d 
safety in Hamburg, Germany, at­
tended school there for seven 
years, then emigrated to the U.S. 
in 1951. 

He arrived in Vietnam last Sep­
tember, and has led his platoon 
through six combat operations. 

Possible trouble 
Captain E. T. Farrell, (lett), 1st Marine A ircratt Wing forward air controller serving with 

2nd Bn., Filth Marines, discusses a possible trouble area that may require an air strike with Lt­
Col. M. C. Jackson, (center), commanding officer of the hat/alion. and Maj. J. L. Cooper, ex­
ecutive officer. (Photo by Sgt. James Boyd) 
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In memory 
A human chain loads cases 01 canned fmit inlO a trailer. 

UK" Co., 3d Bn., Fourth Marines received J41 cases of canned 

fruit from studellts and faculty members of Kansas State Col­

lege, Pittsburg, Kansas. The case,~' were donated in memory 

01 PIc. Billy Laws, a mac/line gunner with the company, killed 

in action during operation Prairie. 

(Photo by Sgt. K. B. McVeigh) 
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Operation De Soto 
has field mess hall 

By Lt. C. B. Tyler 
CHU LAI-"Recommended by Duncan Hines, or if it 

isn't it should be," according to the Leathernecks of 31'd 
Battalion, 7th Marines. 

They are talking about their field mess in the middle 
of Operation De Soto 25 miles south of Quang Ngai City. 

The head chef (mess sergeant) is Gunnery Sergeant 
Melvin J. Everett, a retired Marine who volunteered to 
coml' back on active duty. The 
42 year·old Wilmington, N.C. 
Leatherneck said, " We feed from 
500-1200 men each meal, two 
meals a day. My 20 cooks and 
12 mess men not only run the 
mess but also man machine guns 
and rifles and act as part of the 
reaction force if QUI' perimeter is 
hit by VC attack." 

He went on to say, "They're 
a'1 flne professional Marines.)I 

The field mess started operat­
ing on Feb. 6, just 10 days after 
Operation Dt! Soto began. Fresh 
hot food is prepared for the Ma­
rines in the middle of this com­
bat area. 

The average breakfast will in­
clude fresh eggs to order. hot 
and dry cereal with milk, bacon 

Fall history 
DA NANG-Before the death of 

author and historian Dr. Bernard 
Fall recently in Vietnam, he 
-was fond of asking Marines if 
they knew when the Corps first 
landed in Da Nang. 

Most answers were more than 
100 years from the correct date, 
Fall would point out. 

WHile 'researching the ship's log 
of the USS Constitution, Fall 
learned that Marines not only 
landed here in May, 1845, but 
they "captured" the city of Da 
Nang and held it for four days. 

In response to a call for help 
from. the French Government, the 
Constitution's Marine detachment 
was ordered ashore by the ship's 
skipper, Navy Captain John "Mad 
Jack" Percival. 

Their orders were t.o fipd and 
hold the political and religious 
leaders of Da Nang hostage until 
the Vietnamese emperor released 
a French bishop he was holding 
captive in Hue. 

This they did-and from May 
10-14, 1845, Da Nang was can· 
trolled by a small detachment of 
U.S. Marines. 

or sausage and fresh fruit. 
The evening meal ranges from 

roast beef to grilled steaks to 
order with potatoes, vegetables 
and fresh cole slaw. 

"Our mess is a great morale 
booster for the men corning in 
from the field after a combat 
patrol, " states Maj. Francis P . 
White, 32 (York. Pa.), a bat· 
talion operations officer. 

Ticklish 
By LCpl. Ray Wilkinson 

PHU BAr - Two Marines were 
almost "tickled to death" during 
Operation Chinook. 

Lance Corporals Richard S. 
McKereghan and Melvin L. Smith 
of " I" Company, Twenty-Sixth 
Marine Regiment, were manning 
a listening post about 25 miles 
northwest of Phu BaL 

"We were on a partly grassy 
plot interspersed with san d y 
areas. I sat down and felt some­
thing tickle my right calf," said 
McKereghan. "I looked down and 
there were the three prongs of a 
"Bouncing Betty" mine detonator 
staring at me," he said. 

The two Marines dug up the 
mine and called for engineers to 
remove it from the area. 

Smith then moved to about 25 
feet away to sit down. 

"Between my legs was a small 
tuft o£ grass," Smith said. "I felt 
something tickle the inner side 
of my left leg. I immediately 
thought - another mine. Sure 
enough, there in that tuft of grass 
was the detonator of another 
'Bouncing Betty.' I said a few 
rapid prayers right then," the 
3rd Division Marine added. 

Both McKereghan and Smith 
now are mighty careful where 
they sit down. 

They're both mighty "ticklish" 
Marines; being so saved their 
lives. 

Street without joy 
Marines of "C" Co., Ninth Marine Regiment, cross a small bridge on the road made fa­

mous when the French fought the Viet Minh in 1953-54. The 3rd Marine Division unit is par­
ticipating in Operation Chinook 12 miles northwest of Hue. (Photo by Sgt. T. F. Burch) 

Vero Beach church sends clothes 
DONG HA - With deep solem­

nity the Montagnard children 
lined up in three ranks. At a nod 
from the village chief each child 
stepped forward and accepted an 
article of clothing from two large 
cardboard boxes in the center of 
the village square. 

The clothing was a present 
from members of the Methodist 
Youth Fellowship at A s bur y 
Church in Vero Beach, Fla. 

Lieutenant Richard H. Mullen, 
civil affairs officer for the Fourth 
Marines here, instigated the idea 
when he wrote to his aunt, Mrs. 
James H. Joines of Vero Beach, 
and asked her if she had any 

clothing he might distribute to 
villagers for the forthcoming 
Vietnamese New Year (Tet). 

Mrs. Joines presented the re­
quest to the Sunday School Coun­
cil and it was decided to adopt 
the idea as a project for young­
sters in the fellowship. 

The church members spent 
four weeks collecting various ar­
ticles of clothing ranging from 
full length coats to baseball caps 
and then raised enough money to 
ship four large parcels airmail 
to Vietnam in time to reach the 
children for Tet. 

Lt. Mullen, also from Vero 
Bcach, did the rest, distributing 
the clothing among the villages. 

The Floridian has been regi­
mental civil affairs officer for 
three months. 

In that time his projects have 
been varied. They include super­
vising road improvements, dis­
tributing medical supplies, soap, 
and clothing, painting Vietnam­
ese houses and fixing several 
wells for the villagers. 

Depending on the weather, Lt. 
Munen and his staff go into the 
field at least three times a week. 

"At times this job is frustrat­
ing but when you see a project 
finally completed or the look of 
gratitude on a villager's face, 
then one tends to forget some of 
the pitfalls," he said. 

Ontos-a mean thing 
feared by Viet Cong 

By Sgt. T. D. Stephens 
CHU LA I-The Marine infantry was pinned down by 

heavy Viet Cong fire coming from a group of bunkers set 
in across the river. A call went out from the platoon com­
mander-a call that has become common in the rice paddies 
of Vietnam-"Ontos Up!" 

The lumbering nine and one half ton vehicle came 
quickly forward-and opened up on the bunkers with six 
106mm recoilless rifles . As the 
shells exploded, dust and wood 
flew and the enemy rifles were 
silenced. 

So far, this story is still in the 
writing. The above action may 
have happened but not to the 
Marines of the 3rd platoon of "B" 
Company, First Anti-Tank Battal­
ion in support of the Third Bat­
talion, Seventh Marines on Oper­
ation De Soto. 

killer. It is capable of speeds of 
almost 60 miles an hour but is 
governed to 30 mph for opera­
tional use. 

Armament includes six 10Smm 
recoilless rifles, four .50 caliber 
spotter rifles for zeroing in on a 
target, and a .30 caliber machine 
gun . The machine has a crew of 
three-a commander, driver, and 
a loader. 

Help from above 
Marines of "D" Co., 151 Bn., Fourth Marines carry a Marine to a helicopter jar evacuation 

to the hospital aboard the USS 1WO llMA. The Marine was hit by sniper fire while on patrol. 
The Marines are fighting in the vicinity of Sa Huynh as part of a Special Landing Force during 
Operation Deckhou,\'e VI. (Photo by SSgt. Thomas N. Bland, Jr.) 

A first was recorded for the 
Ontos when the platoon moved 25 
miles south of Quang Ngai City 
to Duc Pho, the site of Operation 
De Soto. The machines were car­
ried in slings underneath one of 
the Marine Corps' largest helicop­
ters, the CH-53 "Sea Stallion." 

According to St~ff Sergeant 
Donald R. Pridemore, platoon ser­
geant of the 3rd platoon, "the 
Ontos is working out fine in Viet­
nam." 

"It's built primarily for use on 
solid ground as a tank killer, but 
it takes to the mud and water of 
the rice paddies real well," the 
sergeant said. The Ontos (it means "Thing" 

in Greek) was adopted by the 
Marine Corps in 1957 as a tank- SEA TIGER 11 
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ROK Prime Minister visits, 
presents Gen. Walt Medals 

During his visit to Vietnam in Februar y, the Honorable II Kwon Ch~ng, Prime. ~in­
ister of the Republic of Korea, presented LtGen. L. W. Walt, III Manne AmphIbIOuS 
Force commander, with "The Order of Military Merit Ulchi" and the "Second Degree 
Service Medal" for his service here. 

The presentation was made at the headquarters of the 2nd Republic of Korea Ma­
rine Brigade south of Chu Lai. In Vietnam and present for the ceremony was LtGen. 

Ki Commandant of the Korean Marine 

KMC ARRIV AL-LtGen. Kang Ki Chun, Commandant of 
the Korean Marine Corps, is greeted on his arrival at III Marine 
Amphibious Force headquarters here by LtGen. L. W. Walt, 
III MAF commander. BrigGen. Kim Yun Sang, commander 
of the 2d Republic of Korea Marine Brigade (Blue Dragon), 
accompanied Gen. Sang to Da Nang. 

Medal of Honor-
(Continued From Page 1) 

wounded. 
"He then ass i s ted in the 

mopping up and final seiZUre of 
the battalion's objective. His gal· 
lant initiative and heroic conduct 
reflected great credit upon him· 
self and were in keeping with 
the highest traditions of the 
Marine Corps and the United 
States Naval Service." 

Captain Barnum, who currently 
is finishing his tour at the Marine 
Barracks, U. S. Naval Base, 
Pearl Harbor, was born July 21, 
1940 in Waterbury, Connecticut, 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
Curtiss Barnum. 

He attended schools in Cheshire, 
Connecticut and graduated from 
Cheshire High School in June 
1958. He graduated from 51. 
Anselm's College, Manchester, 
New Hampshire, four years later 
with the BA degree. 

Captain Barnum enlisted in the 
Marine Corps Platoon Leaders 
Class in November 1958 while in 
college. Upon graduation from St. 
Anselm in 1962, he accepted an 

appointment as a second lieute· 
nant in the Marine Corps Re· 
serve, and was ordered to The 
Basic School at Quantico, Virgi· 
nia. . 

Following his graduation from 
The Basic School in December 
1962, Barnum was assigned to 
the Artillery Officers Orientation 
Course at Marine Corps Schools, 
Quantico. Following graduation 
from this course, he served over­
seas with the Third Marine Divi­
sion, which then was on Okinawa. 
In March 1964, Barnum was 
transferred to the Second Marine 
Aircraft Wing, Marine Corps Air 
Station, Cherry Paint, North Caro· 
lina. Later that year he accepted 
a permanent commission in the 
Regular Marine Corps. He was 
assigned to the Marine Barracks 
at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, in April 
of 1965. Later in 1965, he volun· 
teered for the temporary assign· 
ment to Vietnam. He returned to' 
his permanent duty station in 
Hawaii shortly after the heroic 
action which earned him the 
Medal of Honor. 
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"In recognition of and appreci­
ation for his outstanding and 
meritorious service to the cause 
of human freedom and peace, I 
take great pleasure, in accord· 
ance with the powers delegated 
to me by the Constitution of the 
Republic of Korea, in awarding 
the Order of Military Merit Ulchi 
to LtGen. Lewis W. Walt," stated 
the Prime Minister as he placed 
the medal around Gen. Walt's 
neck. 

The citation accompanying the 
Ulchi medal read: 

"He has exerted himself to 
safeguard the peace and security 
in Free Asia. 

"He has not only provided the 
Republic of Korea Marine Bri­
gade with immeasurable assist­
ance, but he has also greatly 
assisted the Republic of Korea 
Marine Corps in accomplishing 
successfully many Viet Cong 
sweeping operations. 

"His brilliant achievements, to· . 
gether with his personal devo­
tion to the development of the 
Republic of Korea Marine Corps 
as well as for the betterment 
of amicable and fraternal rela· 
tionships between our two coun­
tries have earned our deepest 
appreciation and reflect great 
credit upon himself and the Unit· 
ed States Marine Corps." 

It was signed by Park Chung 
Hee, the President of the Re· 
public of Korea. 

Prior to the Chu Lai ceremony, 
Lt Gen. Kang Ki Chun visited 
III MAF headquarter<) where the 
3rd Marine Division band and 
an honor guard rendered honors 
for the distinguished visitor. 

During the ceremony, Gen. 
Chun presented plaques and let­
ters of appreciation to Marine 
Major Generals H. Nickerson Jr., 
CG IstMarDiv., L.B. Robertshaw. 
CG. IstMAW. and W.B. Kyle, CG. 
3rdMarDiv. 

BrigGen. Kim Yun Sang, Blue 
Dragon Brigade commander, ac· 
companied the Korean Command· 
ant on his Da Nang visit. 

Road • mme 
DA NANG - Accustomed to 

finding mines on the road to the 
First Marines, a mine-sweeping 
detail was s I i g h t I y surprised 
when they found the body of a 
Viet Cong near a three·foot crat· 
er in the road. 

Carefully probing further, the 
detail discovered a wood-encased 
mine in the road about 30 feet 
from the crater. Another mine 
and two grenades were found off 
the road near the dead guerrilla. 

Indications are, the guerrilla 
was killed when the mine he was 
planting unexpectedly detonated. 

Dedication 
This Issue of the SEA 

TIGER Is dedicated to the 
memory of GUDnery Ser­
geant Byron G. Highland, 
comhat photographer, 3d 
Marine Division and Dr. 
Bernard Fall. Highland was 
accompanying Fall when he 
was killed on the "Street 
Without Joy." 

o. 

COMMENDED-Colon,l Lee, Republic of Korean Marine 
Corps Advisor, admires the "Order of Military Merit Uk·hi", 
and 2d Degree Service Medal worn by LtGen. L. W. Walt. The 
general also received several other awards. Walt was com­
mended for his meritorious service to the cause of human free­
llom and peace and security in Free Asia and for immeasurable 
assistance to the ROK military in accomplishing successfully 
mllny VC sweeping operations. The Korean Prime Minister 
presented the awards on behalf of the President of the Republic 
of Korea. . 

1st Regt. cordons VC 
on "Operation Stone" 

DA NANG-Hungry, frightened, the Viet Cong sol­
dier crept out of a cave to face his adversaries. Facing him 
were the men of "C" Company, 1st Battalion, First Ma­
rines. 

The VC, along with his battalion had been ferried off 
Go Ne Island, across the Ky Lam river 12 miles south of 
Da Nang-just ahead of a regiment of Marines. 

"We didn't think the Marines! . 
would come off the island after members of the battalton who 
us," the prisoner said. "Our bat. were recruits. 
talion commander said it was "We were unarmed except for 
safe." grenades. Most of us were con· 

Fresh from the four-day sweep fused because we had lost our 
of the island, the First Regiment leaders. We hid but the regulars 
Ll!athernecks had crossed the continued to fight," he told an 
same river by rubber boat on the interrogation team . 
night of Feb. 18 on an operation 
called "Stone." It began Feb. 12 New MAG-J2 CO 
and ended Feb. 21. 

Maintaining a complete black­
out and silence the 1st Bn. poised 
for a daylight chase after the 
fleeing battalion. 

While some of the Marines 
raced west and east of the objec· 
tive area, "E" Company. 2nd Bat­
talion, First Marines closed from 
the north. "D" Company was on 
the east and "B" and "C" com· 
panies fought their way up from 
the edge of the river. 

The cordon was complete. The 
VC were trapped. 

Four days later the Marines 
boarded helicopters after killing 
291 Viet Congo During four days 
the Marines fought a continuous 
battle with the VC battalion which 
was fighting desperately for its 
life. 

The prisoner said a large num­
ber of men in his battalion were 
killed the first day. . 

"One of the officers told us to 
disperse and try to escape," he 
said. For four days the Viet Cong 
prisoner hid in the cave without 
food or water. Weak and thirsty, 
he surrendered to the Marines. 

He said there were about 40 

CHU LA! - Colonel Baylor P. 
-Gibson Jr., assumed command 
Feb. 16 of what he described as 
"the group that is making avia­
tion history in this war." 

During formal change of com· 
mand ceremonies, G i b son re­
ceived Marine Air Group·12's col­
ors from outgoing group com· 
mander Colonel Jay W. Hubbard. 
Hubbard, who has commanded 
MAG·12 for the past s eve n 
months, assumed new dutit~s as 
Assistant Chief Of Staff, G·1, at 
1st Marine Aircraft Headquar· 
tel's in Da Nang. 

VC attack-
(Continued From Page 1) 

Most of the rockets landed in 
the village of Hoa Cuong, a Da 
Nang suburb, killing 32 Viet· 
namese civilians and wounding 
more than 60. 

During the attack 11 Americans 
were killed and 33 injured ..... our 
aircraft were lightly damaged. 

The search for more launchers 
and rounds is being continued. 




