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Earth Dnr.-.:i in r.rekons Delta Canals 

J\CofS, COnDS GL!.kCOU..iab/5223 

PUTIPO~. To furni:Jh informotion on the above subject. 

2. DISCUSSIO~I. 

o. /\ttnched at T/IB A is a report on the above subject by the !Je,.-, Lifu 
:: -~vc:.o?:ncn-c. eroup rcearding the construction and destruction of earth d~3 in tho 
::lt~ canal~. Reportedly, the building of thcso dama has bacn interpreted by tho 
::s r:-:ilitnry officero as an example of VC organization and supp0 rt in cc:.istal vi:?..--• 
: 2c:c:.; . 

b. Thi3 report point3 out tr~t, at the start of the dry season, fnr:ne~s 
:.:-1 t:-:J coostol arua:J construe'.:. this type temporary dam acrosa tho water;·1.:iy:1 t,o p:-,~-
0:cn-t. solt ~-,ater intrusion by tid.:il r;i.ow. 

c. Salt intrusion affects a very laree and ir.tportant part of thi~ arcJ 
·.:.ac:-, produce::i tho major portion of rice in thi::i countrJ and tho damo are r.-.: ~css:1rJ 
'.:.o :,:-0::.cct dc.-.~e stic ,·,otor supplies and mnintain productivi'l:.j or CO<'tst~.1 · prc·1ir'icL.il 
:·:.c 0 l:.::,1d. 

2. l:.VC0~.'.~ '.8!DATI2-i!S. 'i'h.:it the abovo be noted and forw;:irded to tha Deputy to 
C:)~::.:s'.'.i\CV for corns for hi3 information and/or action. 

l fr.cl L. Wi\DE LATHRJ\!J 
.:i s AC ofS, CORD!: 

c:.:.:cColr.1/ab/25 irnrch 68 
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AC ofS, C OIIDS . 

GllicColm/mb/5573 

l •. PURPOSEi _To furnioh infc on subjoct of: Eorth Dame 

in Mekong Delta Conolo. 

2. DISCUSSIOU. Tho attochod roport by G. L. McColrn, 

on nbove aubjoct, ror,ordo construction and dont.ruct:1.on 

of cnrth dnm:J in Doltn canolo whiot, reportedly, ore 

interpreted by US military os e:,wmplo of VC orG:mi­

zntion end support whon local fanners robuild them 

oftor tho militnry dootroys thel)l. Appnrently, thoso 

temporary dnma ore built to prevent aalt wotor -in­

tru:1ion by tid~l flow to protoct domestic ~otor oup­

plioe and mnintoin productivity of oooatal provincial 

rico landa • 

. 3. RECOYMENDATIOUS: Signature and dispntoh of DF to 

Chief of Staff and transmittal of this info to tho 

Deputy to COMUSMACV for CORDS for hia infornwtion 

and/or ection. 

J • F. -••• Watson, C/NID/COHDS 

25 Morch 68 
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ll/\CCOnns_.~lD F .. 1rth nomo L"l l!okong Delta Cnnaln 

OflHD Coord I CTZ 22 Mil rch f>r, 
·; .<:}L\kColm/hto/5J2J 

1. PUntUSF.: To furnillh infcrmation on tho nbove subject. 

2. DISCUSSIGrl: 

o. In Janu.Jry, this office rccebrcd verbnl informni.ion from Mr. A. 
rot~obuot D<?pnty PSAt Bee Lieu Province, thnt dnm:1 wore being ccnstructod ncroco 
c;,n:,l:, in th" n,.ltn. U. S. milit!'lry forcos wore de:1troyin~ t.'1em, nnd too local pc'.:>plo 
wl'.!ro build in~ tho m hock before r.iorning~ \'ic \-;ore told tm t th ill r.oe boing interpreted 
by US riillt.:ir~r officer:, all an example of VC oreanizntion ~nd support in. con etnl 
provir.c o v ill ·;:"!a. 

h. · Thio infonri.1tion ;-ras ·pssod to Ur. W. H. King, C/t!ID, IT CTZ 11 Cn:1 Tho. 
llo WJ:J :in'kod to ch01+ , ,i th rv CTZ military co~m[lnd:1, :rnd nsk them wh1t evidence 
l"'"e nvnilriblo to indlcats thit tho dnms dn~troyod -woro, in feet, _.constructed b-J tho 
VG to intorfere ·,dth annal traffic or militnry oporotione. 

c •. This rolnt vm~ rnl9cd, hoc~usn c:ich Y"t1r, nt th~ atnrt or the 'or;,, 
::icnnon, fnnn0ro in oll the coast;il provi:.oos conRtruct temporary ~arth c\om~ actose 
th<J w:1tr:rw:iys to prcvmt nalt wotor intrunion by tidnl flow. During the flood 
~-'1:-in• n ., tho pro n:m ro of fresh water flow cxtcnd3 to tho occon; whon th'l floori vm tcr:, 
,·oc,•da, hir:h tid0s force snlt water in to cover lov.--lying crcp land and polut.o fr·•,.,h 
\-.: •,:;r s11pplios nscdcrl for domestic purposoe. 

d. To rre·,m t t!ii~, tho people of D:.c Liou, An Xuyon, Ih Xuyon, Vinh n1 nh~ 
;.,-t0n ifo'l, :md othP:- con!ltol :provincf3::i hnvo con~t.ructed an clnbornte but vory pr1n:ltlvc · 
:i:-,ot.cr.i of n:1) t intru!::ion c or:trol d5..k,:,s. To rn::iko them eff~ctivo in controlltnr. i.!",I'? 
incoMin,:; t.id1Jt all wr.tnr chr.:,n,,.ls mu!lt be blocked off durin/j the dry r.ot.1!10:i. Thcntt 
ch:11u1rils rn 11~t btJ o; •"n durinc tho r11iny se0oon to provent oevf're floori.tr.r;. Tho 
l'r,:inch hui lt n :1•1:;1l,r-r of fCrmnnorrt w.,tr.r control cbms to protoct lhoir rice; pl:-,nt:itirr.r. 
b\:t r.:o~,t of thcoo tnvc bi:on dcntroyed, it i~ rur.orod hy tho VC. SAv<>rnl of t.hr•!' '' 
5t,ructurcs hnve l,-nrn i·obuilt with AID nsr.d .. ctonco. nut, moot of tlY.3 nnlt intru:i~,,n 

d.1n~ nre t.t>r.1por,1 ry structures, op<:?nod nnd cloGcd cnch yr.or by n lc;t of h.1rd vm 1·k _ 
rorfrrr;:;od by l.o-:(11 ro~:dmts.. In :;o:-:ic c.:i~c:J, r;r::.,llcr by-r'n51' ch:mnolo nrc con!1 t nicto<l 
to porrnit trnffic of ~o::nll crnft ~t hir,h tido ,·;ilhout port:ico. Bypns:'l chnnndr1 nrn 
n!:'<"" ' · ·,ry in oll !llrP-r.m!l and cannls vihcre ,qt.er continucc to flow ch1ri.nr, thn d1j· 

sn;inon, ir. or(!~r t.o prcvrmt fioodin~ bnck of the dnm8. · Tho lovol. of t..ho fl.ow 1:J r:1.l.::1r.d 
to Oj1;:>roxlmotcly t io blgh tido lovol. 

e, L:ir:t. woC1k, i!r. Robert i'!oodhurr, l' ."1 CSf,, M!ICV, r~rortori t.h:Jt thft 
prol •l"'rn pon~d t:: nn,:eroue VC con!'tructcri <>nrth dnms in tho Delto hnd reoct-<, cJ Lh'J 
v;nshi.ni~t.o;i level, r.nd crdinnnce L,horotorios buVIJ been ooked to como up v,lt,h n ITH" ""T 
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t!:,r,conns-m.n 

su~Jcct: Earth Dnms in !Jokonr, Dclto Cnn~le 

e!flcl•.mt. ?my o! <l~atroyinc them. 

t. Mr. KinG h:i s no inior;,.1 t.ion to pro aon t in rcr,ri rd to the /' 
dnstruction of dnms in tho Dolt,,. Vio hnve no diroct ncccce to milit~,ry ir 
form~tlon on th13 aubj,:ict. However, y;e c'o toke u very oorious vil:.'w of the · 
problem !or ecvernl rcoaon~: 

(1) Snlt intruoion nffrcta o vary lnrt;e nncl importr.nt pn rt of t.1 19 

~ekonP, Delta (cee attRcht!d onlt intrusic:1 ,r..9p). Ti,n A 

(2) Salt intrusion dnm:, nre nocosoary to protect ucrr.<1stic 'fi.1 tcii" 
eupplloe, And mllintRin the productivity cf ~oast~l provinc0 rice lnnd. 

(3) The COR5t.Rl provinces not only produco tho most ric~, but nbo 
supply the rr.nj9r portion of rico ovnllnble for- oxport to S:i :.r,on nnd oth"r 
p~rte of the country. (~ce nttochod GVii Fro-11'1nce Rico Produdion l!np. 
{1/.U B) nnd Liet. of Rice F.xparte (Tr,n C) 

('4) Dontruct.ion or o:ilt intnrnion dnmtt would bo 1n dirr?ct contt•n,llr­
lion to the ric" procrnm 'l',111':h ocolto to i:icren:!lc r-ic(I proJuction in t.b r- ~" 
"p~iority" provin::eo. 

(5) J.o"e or f:-eoh .,,,,to:.- mippli~G ond the rtc.r:, crop wotLlu r.ct on)-:,· 
elir.nnt.13 r.~,:i nurrortore in the nrca, but r;o\l.l.d r-aloo1H1 a vory lnrc;o 1;, 1:,,r 
force for ~:icploi l11 t ton by tlrn VC. 

g. Thie momornn:!ttr.1 rnny rot bo nai::d"d~ tho rrot>l~rn mny not. ~n: , "t, 
but u, .. r""'ors pord.ot. \':a l:o1 icvo it .iri ,rorth thi, rin~ of cm:::iln1~ :i 

"t.Mr.J• . 1. in .1 t~rpot. 11 in ordor tc r.xp]nin Y:hy n r1v11r pntrc l hoPt c,m 
; • 1 ·11Jl up 'I r.11nnl ono dr,:7 n:id thon find n d'.l~1 ncroryo li:lo p:•th ri fnw rln~:11 
lntrr. \'i13 our:r:not thnt nu ,1 m:1ttcr of r~ut.1nc !.nt~l.li:ic-nc", t.11,. r, ,; 11 t :·ry 
rihoulrl compnrr. <lry-!lor,oon n:ld t.,;t-s~.13on ne:-inl photor,rPp!1~ t.r,ltnn ,::11 ·; n;~ 
th" pnnt 10 yoorri nnd noto U1:J cc.1,:,onul locntlon of oll et.lt intru!'ion tl,H.10. 

) Incl 
11!1 

Th.it thP. nhove bo not~d. 

r,1:rmr.r-. L. V.cCOU.f 
COnPS-NLD 


