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The ACLU of V'lI'ginia today released a report In connection with the orgonizal'k,'. 

Mental Health Project. The report is the resu)t of a three month investigation by ACLU 

cooperating at-,':rneys, psychiatrists, and other member-volunteers. 

In tho 5:':lte of Virginia defendants suspected of being incompetent to stand tr!,~ 

and ch~'ged w!th crimes are c:ommited to Southwestern State or CentroJ State Hospl •.. · 

for obslrvcl'ion. If he is not competent to stand trial, he remains in the hospital uid~ 

he is compete'1t with no periodic reviews required by the Statutes of Virginia. The~ 

criminal commitment procedures ore, In effect, the same as imprisonment without t:1d , 

As the ACLU report substantiates, these procedures often condemn a person to 

indefinite commitment, whose mental st ... te may be such that, had he been an ordinary 

patient, he might have been released or paroled to his home or prlYate hospital. 

The ACLU of Virginia's emphasis at the present level of the Investigation is 

liberating those people being held mare than one year without trial. The Union ha:; 

succeeded In getting criminal charges against the people incarcerated dropped so thf>Y 

can be transferred to the cl'vrl side of the State Mental Hospital, where they are ellg;!>lc 

for release or porole. 
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Executive Director of the Virginia ACLU, Shalom Barron, says of the Project: 

"Our effcrts to expose and alleviate the injusl'ices and obuses in the State's treatment 

of citizens incarcerated In mental hospitals will continue in both the colris and the 

Je"is!atwo. r!-.,,~(' people are entitled to due process and equal protection under the (aw. 

Th,~ ACLU bh":nd~ fo Insure thu~ they ore not denied their basic rights and are not 


