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The ACLU of Virginia today released a report in connection with the organizasic.r’.
Mental Health Project. The report is the result of a three month investigation by ACLU

cooperating atiarneys, psychiafrists, and other member-volunteers,

In the Siate of Virginia defendants suspected of being incompetent to stand i
and cherged with crimes are commited to Southwestern State or Cendral State Hospii-
for observaiion. If he is not competent to stand frial, he remains in the hospital vl
he is competent with no periodic reviews required by the Statutes of Virginia, These

a*imlnul commitment procedures are, In effect, the same os Imprisonment without t.ic! .

As the ACLU report substantiates, these procedures often condemn a person to
indefinite commitment, whose mental stute may be such that, had he been an &dimry

patient, he might have been released or paroled to his home ar privale hospltal.

The ACLU of Virginia's emphasis ot the present level of the Investigation Is
liberating those people being held more than one year without riol, The Unlon ha:
succeeded in getting criminal charges agolnst the people incarcerated dropped 5o they
can be transferred to the clvll side of the State Mental Hospltal, where they are eligihlc

for release or parole.
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Executive Director of the Virginla ACLU, Shalom Barron, says of the Project:

"Our efforts to e)ﬁ:ose and alleviate the inia&i‘ices and abuses in the Stote's freatment

of citizens incarcerated In menta! hospitals will continue in both the cowrts and the
legislalre, These penple are entitled fo due process and equal protection under the law.
Tha ACLY intainds to insure that they are not denied their basic rights and are not

forgottan by the Siate of Virginic,™

Copy of the recurt enclosed for your Information.
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