


YOU have a stake in the American Civil
Liberties Union’s fight in these areas,
among others:

B AGAINST those federal, state and local meas-
ures which, though aimed at non-confarmists,
threaten the civil fiberties of all Americans.

B TO PROMOTE fair procedures in court trials,
congressional and administrative hearings.

B AGAINST both governmental and private pres-
sure graup censorship of movies. plays, books,
newspapers, magazines, radio, and television.

M TO EL!MINATE second-class citizenship for
black Americans, Puerto Ricans, Mexican Ameri-
cans, Americar Indians and other minorities.

What they say about ACLU

“... During the 43 years of its existence, the
American Civil Liberties Union has played a sig-
nificant rofe in delending our basic democratic
freedoms. Your voice has always been raised
clearly and sharply when our liberties have been
threatened.”

~John F, Kennedy

"The American people have given increased
atfention to civil rights ... the members of the
American Civil Liberties Union and the over-
wheiming majority of my lellow citizens are work-
ing fogether in this field with steadiast vigor and
undersianding.”

— Dwight D. Eisenhower

""The American Civil Liberties Union [is a] use-
ful and thoroughly patriotic organizalion ... To
equale patriotism with contformity, orthodoxy, and
name-calling is dangerous nonsense: and this
cannot be pointed out toc often.”

— The New York Times

“'I do not agiee with a word you say,’ said
Voltaire, ‘but will defend io the death your right
lo say it.” f would be hard to find @ more search-
ing test of the genuineness of democratic senti-
ments than is implicit in this tamous dictum, And
it would be equally hard to tingd an crganization
that subjects itseft to this test more often and
more willingly than does the American Civil
Liberties Union."”

- The Christian Science Monitor

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION
50 YEARS 1920-1970

’ fought the deportation of alians
203 ACLU: cha%qed with “'subversion’ with-
out due process (“Palmer Raids"); turned back assaults
on the rights of textile strikers 1o assembie, speak and
cistribute literature: defended Scopes in the famous
“Monkey Trial” in Tennessce: defended Sacco and
Yanzeiti on the ground ihat thay were being persscuted
far their political beliefs: defended the Gastonia (N.C.}
strike leaders against a framed murder charge, than
condemned them for lumping bail and fleeing to the
USSA when their convictions were sustained.

’ » Supported right of & conscientioys
305 ACLU- cbjector to be naturalized: de-
fended the nina ""Scottshoro Boys" against judicial (and
actual) lyncking on trumped Jp rape charges; fought
“eviction™ of the 'Bonus Army” with the tear gassing
of men, women and children in the dead of the night:
contested court injunetions against labor's right to
arganize and strike: won the "Ulysses'' censorship case:
defended the riaht of the Ford Motor Company to propa-
15 warks against unionism, and of the CIO 1o
uneacate umonismoin Jersey Gity iand
sariany agespie 'l Amothe Law' Haou
‘errar against strikers and radicats
Pl t the Imperial Valley of California.
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» hancied hundreds of conscien-
= tious obyector cases during World
ke constitutionality of the Smith Act in the
iwn of the Trotskyists; fought the de-
orisonment 0o camps of West Coast
s; defendea ine nght of Jshovah's
© to salute the flag and lo distribute
2 without licenses; opposcd discrimina.

1 {Texas white primares and Virginia
5 for years fought Luack attemnts to
nei-Nixon “Communist Contral” bill, (H was
1 as the McCarran Act in 1950, and a'lor
s of filination, almost alf of its provisions have
fooung unconsitulionall Championed the franchise
sAher oeal nghts and liberties for Indians; exnoscd
Treea collusion nthe anti-Paul Robeson Peekskill
nars s ond deleated ordinances which deny the right to
Rold meslings which “might arouse cotroversy.'
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’ throughout the decade engaged
508 ACLU: in running battles involving the
“Lovyalty-Segurity' program and other public and private
witch-hunts now remembered under the gencral head-
ing of “McCarthyism " Among the specifics were radio-
TV blacklisting, the “List of Subversive Crganizations,”
denials of passports and the right o travel, levealty moths,
and firing of teachers, subway cloansrs a-¢ aomio
scientists, etc. The ACLU parficipated amicus in the
Brown schoc! desegregation case: supporad the Chl
Rights Act ¢i 1857 fought government conirei of the
news ("The Pecple's Right to Krow"'l: opposed censor-
ship in the “Miracle” case and on birth contro! infor-
mation; expcsed legal detemtion of suspects and
arrestees by the Chicago police; won the landmark
cases involving prayers and bible readings in public
schools. Fought the "Jenrer-Butler” hills which would
have limiteq the Supreme Court's review function,

and
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’ : defeaded *'sit-ins”
603 ACLU: vides” inearly A0
the civil rights revoluticn in the South
Amcerican Nzzi George Lincoln Rochwiii
Unian Square; fought " seiaimer affidavit
uncer “National Defensc Education Ags”

conducted
runing fight over unconshtutionality of mandate of the
House Unamerican Activiting Committee and over soe-
cific abuses by the Committee of rights af witnesses

and their attorneys; fought post cffice cen
norted "one man-one-vote” Cases: wor m
un oright to counsetl against forced
liedab searchies: nopeged the misuse of con
A punshment ‘ar op

eroard hioh schs
it defense for civil ¢
shoand for all forms of e
pression, oy H
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fawz: oxpog atuses 0 many states. ACLU's
“Operation Sewthera Justice' resulted in nteqgratinn of
juries and legal systems in major sections of the South
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The American Civil Liberties Union is a national
organization with headquarters in New York. It
was founded in 1920 to combat violations of the
Bill of Rights resulting from post war hysteria
directed against political dissenters.

Among the founders were Roger Baldwin, Jane
Addams, Clarence Darrow, John Dewey, Morris
Ernst, Felix Frankfurter, Arthur Garfield Hays,
Helen Keller, Rabbi Judah Magnes, Monsignor
John Ryan, and Norman Thomas.

Today there are 47 regional affiliates with over
130,000 members. Affilfate chapters carry the
work into the local communities,
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