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Dear J'riend. 

I would be surprised if you were to tell me you were 
oonoerned about Indoohina or eoology or violence in our 
streets 12 years ago. At the time, the United States had only 
a few "advisors- in Vietnam. And Watts was a name only L<as 
Angelenos knew. And few people had heard of eoology, let 
alone understood what it meant. 

Chanoes are that like most people you were oonoerned 
with the headlines of the day. Castro had assumed power in 
Cuba. Krushohev paid an unpreoedented visit to the U.S. And 
soienoe fiction was becoming soienoe fact as Man entered the 
new age of lunar exploration. Who would have dreamed that in 
just one short deoade so many crucial issues would flare up 
to threaten our sooiety and our very existenoe? 

Some people of foresight did, actually. Baok in 1959, a 
small group of oivio leaders were deeply oonoerned about the 
revolutionary ohanges taking plaoe around us and about bow we 
were going to oope with the growing number of tbreats confront­
ing us. Their oonoern was not with the front-page issues, but 
the issues that would be making the front pages in the deoade 
ahead unless something was done about them. 

Tbese men and women were the direotors of the FUnd for 
the Republio, Ino. Out of their oonoern grew the Center for 
the study of Demooratio Institutions. 

Its purpose? To identify the basic issues. 
them. To study them. And thus to see what might 
erase the threats to our society before it is too 

To olarify 
be done to 
late. 

To that end the Center has brought together soholars and 
experts from all parts of the world and from all the disoi­
plines to taokle the major issues head-on. The result baa been 
described as "an early warning system to menaoes that undermine 
our futures." 

'" Early in its work, for example, the Center began 
raising questions about teohnology, then generally 
considered a panacea for modern man; today the 
dangerous sooial implications of rapid teohnioal 
change are the sUbjeot of agonized publio debate. 

In 1962, long before eoology became a oelebrated 
cause, Aldous Huxley and others partioipating in 
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Center conferences warned that we were paying a 
tragic price for progress by blindly upsetting 
the balanoe of nature without heed to the oonSe­
quences. Today, those early views on the matter 
are oommon ourrenoy. 

The Center was one of the earliest critics of 
Amerioa's growing involvement in a small Asiatio 
oountrl called Vietnam. Today, those early views 
have overwhelming popular support. 

At a time when America's re1ianoe on massive 
weapons systems went widely unchallenged, 
partioipants in Center dialogues warned of the 
fearful consequences. Today, those ear1l views 
are on the agenda of the SALT talks between the 
U.S. and the U.S.S.R. 

Almost 10 years ago, the Center held discussions 
based on the proposition that po1itios should 
be primarily concerned with the qua1itl of 
Amerioan life -- an idea that now finds its way 
into the rhetoric of many po1itioa1 leaders, 
including the President of the United States. 

The Center took the lead in foousing attention 
on the impact of automation. Its pub1ioation 
of "Cybernation: The Silent Conquest" stirred 
such discussion that the President appointed 
a special commission to examine the problem, now 
recognized as among the paramount challenges 
confronting our sooiet,. 

The issues the Center takes on are many. They range from 
the biological revolution -- to U.S. foreign polioy -- to 
feeding an overpopulated planet. The men and women who come to 
the Center's conferences bring to them their own special know­
ledge of the issues so that we all might gain new understanding 
of where we are headed and what can be done to avert disaster. 

To the Center's special conferences on orime and law in 
Amerioa for instance, come some of the nation's most experi­
enced, knowledgeable people in the field of criminal justice 
(judges, lawyers, prison system direotors, oorrections 
officers, members of the Department of Justice, a former U.S. 
Attorney General). Here they join forces in trying to unoover 
how we may curb the spread of crime in this country without 
threatening the individual liberties of our oitizens and 
creating a po1iee-state in the name of "law and order." 
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To other conferences come leading figures in the fields of 
science, social science, politics, philosophy, religion, busi­
ness, labor, education, international relations, government, 
economics. People like Margaret Uead, Arnold Toynbee, Erich 
Fromm, Walter Lippmann, J. Kenneth Galbraith, Jacqueline Grennan 
Wexler, Ramsey Clark, Norman Cousins, Lady Kennet, James Farmer, 
Clark Kerr, Stringfellow Barr, Marya Mannes, Senator J. William 
Fulbright, Justioe William O. Douglas, Rosemary Park, Pierre 
Mendes-France, Ivan Illich, Lord Ritchie-Calder, Nath&n 
Rotenstreich, Paul G. Hoffman, Paul Ehrlich, John Lindsay, 
U Thant, Cesar Chavez, Judge Constance Baker Uotley. 

These are just a few of ths world-renowned men &nd women 
who have taken part in the important Center activities, joining 
Center President Harry S. Ashmore, Pulitzer Prize-winning author 
'" Rexford G. Tugwell, formerly "brain-truster" in the Roosevelt 
administrations, Under Secretary of Agriculture and Governor of 
Puerto Rioo .,. Harvey Wheeler, political scientist and co-author 
of lIil-~ ... authoress Elisabeth U&nn Borgese ••• philosopher 
and physicist John Wilkinson ••• John Cogley, former religion 
editor of Ib& ~ X2rk ~ and executive editor of Commonweal. 

What comes from these conferences? The objective is under­
standing of the issues. Whioh leads to ideas about them. Which 
often leads to corrective action. We act on the proposition that 
in a democracy we can solve the problems facing us with reason, 
intelligence &nd rational disoussion. 

Many Americans agree with us, &nd support our effort. Sinoe 
1967, over 100,000 men and women have joined the Center. They 
join not only to help but to be helped -- not only to become a 
part of one of the most important, unique intellectual forces 
for peaoe, progress and understanding in the world -- but also to 
benefit from the Center's outstanding publication program. From 
it, readers gain an enrichment of ideas and clear thinking that 
sometimes "cuts through the confusion of modern living like an 
arrow of light" and helps them understand what lies at the 
heart of today's real issues. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Fund for the 
Republic and the Center for the Study of Democratio Institu­
tions, I invite you, too, to join us. 

Assooiate Membership in the Center is regularly '15 a year. 
To introduce you as a new member to the Center, Associate Member­
ship has been reduced to tlO. Your full membership benefits will 
inclUde receiving IhR Center Magazine regularly. Praised as one 
of the most thought-provoking, enlightening publications around 



today, ~ Center Magazine brings you crisp, cogent artioles 
by the men and women who help shape our futures. A revealing 
disoussion on the cold war by General James Gavin, Arthur 
Sohlesinger, Jr., political scientist Hans Korgenthau, historian 
Herbert Feis, a former ambassador to the Soviet Union, and 
Center Associate Fred Warner Neal ••• A noted city planner on 
the urban revolution and the rare opportunities it offers us 
••• Elisabeth Yann Borgese on the reality of world oommunities 
in the future. These recent artioles that bave appeared in Ih! 
Center Magazine are just a sampling of the type of stimulating 
reading in store for you. 

In addition to the bi-monthly Center Magazine, you also 
receive In! Center ReDort on alternate months. This is your 
contact with the many world-shaping activities at the Center. 
You get to know the distinguished Center Fellows and visitors 
through word-and-picture close-ups. You gain new ineights 
into pressing issues from their perceptive commentaries. You 
read previews of Center books and audio tapes, as well as 
reviews of books of interest from other publishers. And you 
are kept abreast of the Center's many projects in the works 
and its future plans. 

When you become a Center Kember, you also receive a sub­
stantial discount on all Center books and audio tapes. The 
books, which spring from the important Center programs, 
inolude suoh recent titles aSI 

BooQide InA Tboyghts t2~ Survival, edited by Clifton 
Fadiman and Jean White. It presents expert views on not on2y 
the environmental criSis, but on the solutions so urgently 
needed to prevent environmental self-destruction. 

~ t2r A It! Constitytion, by Rexford Guy Tugwell 
inoludes the full text of Mr. Tugwell'e proposed new U.S, 
Constitution that received nationwide attention on television 
and in the press, as well as salient commentaries on oonstitu­
tional issues that demand attention at this time. 

~ in Maribys, on the reoent Center conference in Yalta 
to help clarify the challenge of the ocean's exploitation. 

Vietnam -- Hatters !2t the Agenda, the layman's guide to 
understanding the Vietnam peaoe talks. 

Demooraoy. Liberalism and Revolution ••. ~ Troubled 
Cpnsoienoe: AmeriOan ~~1 Issues ••• Toward § ~ Publio 
Ppl10y ••• and man1 others. 
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The Center audio tapes are recordings of its historic 
dialogues, including commentaries of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Adlai Stevenson, Erich Fromm, Walter Lippmann, Aldous Huxley 
and hundreds of others. Tapes are available on both oassettes 
&Dd reels, 

In addition, as a new Center Member, you also will reoeive 
a free book bonus, ~ Establishment ~ All~. This is an 
exceptional anthology of articles selected from ~ Center 
¥agazine and includes the writings of Harry S. Ashmore, Michael 
Harrington, Stringfellow Barr, Arnold Toynbee and others. It 
is available in bookstores for $2.95. You receive a copy free 
when you become a Center Member. 

Before you make a decision about joining the Center, how­
ever, I will arrange to have a complimentary copy of %h! Qenter 
Magazine sent to you so you can see for yourself what stimulating 
reading this unique publication offers you. You will receive 
your sample issue when you fill out and mail the enolosed reply 
card. We will then also reserve a Center Associate Membership 
in your name at the reduced fee of $10. 

You will receive your magazine along with a Membership 
Form. If you wish to become a Center Member after reading ~ 
Center Magazine, you simply return this form with your remit­
tance. Otherwise, return it marked "cancel," in which ease your 
membership reservation will be voided. Your sample is yours 
to keep whether you join or not. 

You have been selected to receive this invitation beoause 
we believe you are one of the many people who are concerned and 
anxious about the world that is being shaped around us today ••• 
and that you believe democracy in action through independent, 
open exchange of ideas can change the world for the better. 
So may I suggest you mail the enclosed reply card today for 
your complimentary issue of The Center Magazine. You have 
absolutely no obligation when you do -- and I am sure you will 
find it penetrating reading. 

I hope that you will be pleased with ~ Center Magazine 
you receive and that you will want to continue to receive the 
Center publications and lend your support to its work by 
becoming a member of the Center for th~ Study of Democratic 
Institutions. 

ml!h3ro 
holo.ures 

Sinoerely. 

ft o-vh..v. y~ 
Robert U. Hutchins 
Chairman 




