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Hmnen Pl"y Key R0le in Grm.!ing S"igon Peace Wwerll'?nt 
~ ... first·-hnn(: repoi.. t by Cynthia Ere(:rict 

Viet!'~Qmese Homen, y]h2.tever their social. st2tes, h<?v(~. I"Jng plnye(l e. Bien1£icnn ..... role. 
in their s')ciety. Thruueh:Jut history, cn(~ especi211y in t:tm8s '.)f nntioilel erisjs, they 
have risen to pr'Jminent positions in the country's stru881c for inl~epen(~ence. Every Viet·· 
Nemese chilrl is fC!miliar with the story Df the t"o Trun_[ Sister~_ who in 4·.· A.D. led <l 
r::wolt [1gainst the Chinese invC!(~crs nn(~ s[!crific8ci the:ir lives for their country. ':I.'heir 
legacy is not for£otten, 3n(1 such uell 1:n0~·ln lee.ders as Mrs. NEuyen thi BinhJ Me thi Chu, 
(n mCQbcr of the NLF Central Corrunittce) anel N[,uyen thi Dinh (D'Ol'uty Com",,,,,,;,,,, of the HLF 
Armed Fc,rces) nre wic:ely reeardec1 in South VietN2P1 as the riehtful heiressco to th2 re­
spect [1.n(~ prestice <:!ccordc(; the mcrtyre(~ first century heroines. 

In recent months mOllY net'l groups 0f vlomen hnve tc.k.en '.)n the stru8s1e for n[ltinn<~J. 
hon·)!" CllC~. inclepen(lence. When.1 wns in S[!.iEon three yecrs [!EO (frDtrl July 1966 to June 
1~67) I bec2m2 Qcqu.::intc(: with the t·lork cone by v[!rious ';,70men fS groups to provi(~e sh;;;.lter 
fo~~ th":! evcr-increasine nur:lber of tvar orphans anll refu£ee childrl'n. Yet these efforts 
t18!.-e r:tilJ L:!rf:,81y confined t() alleviatins the horrors of fiehtin8. 'i'he thought '.Jf actual­
ly CDC J 1en8';_i!8 thp reasonS for this fi8hti:lg rC!llnine(~ uns pol<en. 

Not·] n1). this hns chnnged. This Noveraber, I returne~; to Snitpn f')r n brief visit -­
brie:c(~r tho.n planned, es I, like many athE!r American visit8r8 ·)bvL:lUsly o~pased to the 
war, 1-1::'-8 exve~_le;1 si): !1nys after enterih8 the e'Juntry. J.l.lth:,,~u8h I ho(I hear.:1 a nmnber 0f 

ve-c':Y ')ptimi~tic re~1orts ab')ut sienificnnt pqlitical (~evelorments in the South before 
a~i.'"ivin£ if! VietNaEl, I was harf~ly pre;:>,Q1'8(1 f(,r the chnne:es \vhich have in fact taken place. 
For VietNnE10Sc public opini'in ab0ut the uo.r has un1lerB:Jne a ra(ac. transf,)rmnti()n. l'lhile 
i.ittl'-; ~)ub::.icizE~rJ. in the U.S.; th~_ ev~nt~ I)f the past n~~e months reflect a ne\v and vocif­
erous opp:)sition t r

_l the Thieu-Ky-Khier.1 resirilc. Of pGrticulGr sieni£i.enncc is the feet 
-::hat this ·_~ppositi(n1 is n'_) lonser cente.r8(' prit:larily in the c0untryside~ but hes surfnced 
in the urbo.n 2reo.s as we 11. S tUGents, re lifious lea(~ers (inclu(~.ing severnl R')onn Cntho:" 
lies, uh~· fNere f0!'tnerly u)nsir1erec1 ':ne of the r:lPst Dnti~Cr..;rnmunist Dnd pro··war gr·.)ups in 
the S;)1.;th), Horkers, .. vetercns, res2ec t_~.J l!l11.-!.Xic[! 1 pe~E>?n~Llit:1es_._-=--:.. _ . .;1n.0 C!n import.c.Il t 

---~nmrlber -;;:( .. ,amen 1-.8---8ro-~p;-·-:"- hnve---nli tni~en- ~ public stene} in favor or han binh -- pence. 
And nm,] , for the first time, the QIJPosition spokesmen hC!ve linkcl~ this pea~ith ..:he 
,:,,;·ith(~rc::t][11 cf Americnn Bnd Allied troops from the South end \-lith th2 ouster of th2 pres­
ent militcry Eovernment in Sl!ir;on. 

A variety of consic1erctions have bra eht about this. Hil~esprec~1 ane intense revul­
sion to the f1.zht·ine_ 'First ·,f ail, it is no lon3cr possible for nny')ne ::tn South V~.etFc:t1~ 
even in the cities, to avoid the physical and moral damnsc caused by the war. HarcHy n 
VietN2m(!,Se f,~mily rCrtElins unscc::.therL Lovee: ones have been lost, relativc3 GCpar3t8d, .:!nG 
tractitional soc ia 1 va lues rep lncer:l by CJ. foreig:1., cheapened \U1Y of 1 ife. :-IunLh:el~[' of 
squcre miles of territory have been reduced to wnstelend by the bombs f!nd cherrdc[ll de­
foliants. Over one qunrter of the South VietNamese popul.::.tion is confined ~:o ~.:he refUGee 
cmnps. An estimated 50,000 persons-~mnny of them homeless younesters--sl~ep on t!1e 

·-St:[-'?2tS (rf- S~i8on· every nieht. 

.. Vietn.::.mi;-~.:1ti'.)n is tl second fnctor contributin8 to the stiffc:1ing of VietNnm2se pub-
lic O~:Gl~tO-n-:- Uiththe withclrm-J<11 of Americnn t!"oops, the Sn5_8on eovernment hC!s been :" 
forced to re].y on increasingly repressive mcnsures in order to compen::.3te fo:::- its rapid­
ly utvin(nine support. ThiS, in turn, has alienated c:Jen larger segD_lents of the urban 
popule.t:;.on. The mili~Clrization of VietNamese society, nnd '!:he prospect of more VietNamese 
killir.s mor .. ::>: VietNcmese (over two million people nre nop under orms in the South) prnvicle 
nnother ureent rensan for puttinE:, an end to the fi' ghtine_ Thirdly, the economic situe.tion 
cor.tinues to c1eteriorClte nnd despite the recent devaluation (~\~hich brought even greater 
nnYLships to Df'.ny fm:lilies), inflDtion is still risinE. Mp.ny HOmen--[!s ra2.ny ns l~80,000-­
have been forcer1 to find work as bnr gir1.s or e.s prostitt:tes in order to help support 
thp-5.r fnmilies. 

(over pl"[lse) 



, 

In'~eec~) South VietNntn's t,.]omen hc:ve Buffered mC!ny :Jf the ereate?t humiliations nnel 
personul losses bl'ou8ht about by the war, Fa::: v.rith husbnn(lS anG sons, fathers an(~ brothers 
far from home or dead. they lwve been left to shoulder the responsibility of supporting 
the remr.inin8 far.lily "lembers. Not surprising1y, many of these s .e women were the first to 
or8ar~5_ c. f!.r;ninst the 'I:,mr _ One os the most important v-lpf:18n r S £roups nov] Retive in urban 
South VietNam is the "Hover.lent of Homen I S Action for th", Ri?,ht to Live," forroed em July 
26, 1970, in Sair;on .. Its chatrmc.n, N~s. Np;o btl Thanh (n Im'l)'er trained at ColL'TIlbia and in 
Paris), hG. ... ~ recently completer! ah eiEhteen noath prison term .. - for si8nine [l petition 
enrly in J.96J protesting the sendins of ArJ~-·ic8n troops to fi8ht in th~ South. Her orBnn­
ization not only bec.::!me ~ctivcly involved in Gefehd"itl8 the riBhts of VietNam' 8 wCC1en~ but 
also took C1 public stand on the tv['rr and neninst the Saigon governr.lcrtf:, 

On Octob~r 11 ~ this Croup joine(~ Hith three o.titer_ neVlly-oreanized opposition nOVG­
menta (th2. NntionE'.l MCJvement f')r Se1 f-Determinntion) the H!p;h Sehool Tenchers Union, c:md 
the Stuc~ent -Co;;Tt:tc;;;fur Hmaml R-1.ghts) to L:!y the founL~ut ion for a mass -based pC2ce front·. 
Other Honie~l J s c-;;~;it t:ees ... -such C~""""th8 -VietNr:lmcse HO[11en t s Associat ion, the Council for the 
DefensE'! of HOBen f S Hutnnn Dipr.ity ~ the Victi':Cll:1eSe I3Ui . .i.( __ :hist Homen I S Fe(~er<1tion) anG HO!llC!n 
rep~esentEti'7es of several tr[l~{c' unions--o.lso pl;yecl-· an important part in the or[',2niz2.tion 
of th~.s sisnific2.nt ne\-, front, \"rhich \;12.8 forr,wlly introc_uce(~. or_ November 7 n8 the PopulD.r 
Front for the. Defense of FeD-ce. At this tjrne., some 2JCl VietNml1ese activists representinB 
severnl th(1)sc.nr:1 menbers :)f c.nti-w.:lr ozo[D!1izD.tions met in a pC80un near Saigon to official­
ly cOlamit their groups to a united stru8[;le fo!" pence. Not just any peace, and above 211, 
not a Nixon pc[;ce, but an "indepenc.lent pence vlith national self-determination. II They have 
calle·; for the cleperture of all U.8. end Allied troops as a necessary prerequisi.te to end­
ing the Hl!r~ and the establishment of a "truly repr28entative eovernment so that the South 
VietNe.~-nesc people CD.~ establish ~n end to thE:! war as soon 23 possible which correspon(:s 
to the:: t..lishes of the 'I;.;;'hole people." 

The ern of att0ntisme--of non-involvenent ann noncoQmittment--which characterized 
South Vieti'Tc.n' s cities for mQny yenrs, is comins to en enr.1. The stru8s1e D8£linst the Amer­
tc_~n _£lry; Seieol1. BlJverr.ments hns been tal~en up with greet -~convi£-tion) e.nthusic:!sr1:. and cour­
age. For the. urban ac t i vls ts rea 1 ize tho t they nrc runnin[; enorF.1OUS risks in. ch211enginE, 
th0se in S.?ieon v.rhose pmver nnd influence depend on El. continuation of' the fightine. Sooner 
or Inter) th2 Thieu-Ky-Khiem reeirne (undoubtably~ as in the pcst:. W'ith Ar:leric<J.~ l05is~··_cnl 

support) Hill rr.akc: even sreater efforts to suppress this public dissension by physicclly 
liquidatinB its leadership. Yet the Saigon peace ndVQCBtes insist thnt reearcllesn of nny 
temporc.ry Succ~ss by the govcrn.'TIent in rcpressine their organizations, ne~'l peo~le ~vill 

·COffi0 to the foreground to continue the stru88le to en'=~ the wc.r. Ultimately, they assure 
you, en inrjependent pence mus t come. 

This is Ullrloubtnuly true, but at what costs? In fact~ the anticipnted losses could be 
le3sene(:~ c.nr:1. the ca.mpaien for self-(~etermination greatly facilitaterJ--\J~th more help from 
the Americcn people. Now, more th,:}n ever, the future course of the war depends on our 
clem[m'''::R t,:..' kn-:.~" the truth about Hhnt is really happeninp; in VietNam L ~IJ.~~ on __ 9t;Ir ~uc<;ess in 

- relrit:.n[ -thrs-~frliEfi--t-:)- -the·-r.-;(;1 for 2 change of policy in Hashington. It a1s0 depends on 
OU1~ ::::u:~pOl't for the SaiBon peace movement, and especially, as woraen, for the various 
Vie'tNcc1'2Se uomen' s associat ions. Letters, teleerams; El.nrl demonstrations of soli(!a.rity 
woplc~ r.:ll ?rovide crucial encoura.[,ement to our VietNGmeS2 sisters--cnd at '~he sar.1e tir,le) 
b::<.ne to; the nttention of the l;mericc:n ?ublic th" fact that their opposition to th" ",,,r 
has reached a new and si8nificnnt stase. 

/ 



Another exploit of Utls was the att~c~ on the AD Sa ~ost, Thougtl preg!lant at the 
time, she asked to join in af':bush-;n~~ (~n eight--(:,:>1 ~!~rty fr:)~ the en2:.,y garrisGJl, \'iho 
were due to return from Cai Be in lhe eveni!:? She fought valiantly during the engage­
ment in which six enemy soldiers \'Iere l\j1i2~. Glit sh, other militiamen \'Iere sent to 
take their place. A new ambush \vas laid 2t DUa hiimlct. The ~scort of the district 
chief Ylas wiped out and a jeep des ~royed. 

Ut's third feat was the seizuf'2 of the Duong Tran >,ost, 'ilhich lay mid\,lay betYleen 
the tvlO strategic hamlets of ChoIrS flo. j·:ach, the puppet office.' Ylho communded the post, 
had begun by syt:1pathizing with the people's cause but \'IdS la':er enticed by the pmnise 
of a reward for the arrest of Tich and his vlife. 

One day, I·lach placed his ol'ln son as a sentry, laid an aLibush Ylith his men, then 
~Ient to see the Tichs, as he usui\l1y did. But Ut, Ylho hoG her o,m ~l"nto seize the 
pos t, ~Ias aYia re of ~lach' s s chemp.. She i mmedi 2 te ly ~IO c!(cd au"t anClthe r plan. "'ihi 1 e 
hamlet chief Nom Lien Ylas offering c~'inks to nach, Ut anJ rich snea\ed into the enemy 
post. They disarmed 1'lach's son a~d took away all of the booty they could carry. When 
the soldiers turned up,lthe Tichs took Mach's son with them as a host2ge, thus pre­
venting the puppet soldiers from using their guns. 

Ut ~Ias already the mother of f've when the N.L.F. decided to destroy the Chong No 
strategi c hamlet. By then she had Jecome expert ill agi tati on Ylork among enenlY troops, 
and could freely- move about near 1e military posts, as all the sentries knew her ~Jell. 
She had in fact saved the 1 ives of many of them \vhen they \'Jere captured dU)'ing the 
guerrilla'S attacks on the posts. She and her husband \'Iere charged \vith ~etting intO'< 
~ontact Ylith Resistance members inside the strateqic hamlet. They secretly entered the 

place, and ~Iare given thre~ rl1les and a DasKet or hand-grenades. But see1ng that tne 
task was beyond their strength - the hamlet had a garrison of fifty - they went back, and 
asked for reinforcements. 

The follovling night, Ut and her husband, follo~led by a number of guerrillas, returned 
to the hamlet during a rainstorm taking the enemy completely by surprise. Throughout 
that night, Ut helped the inhabitants destroy the strategic hamlet. At dawn she was seen 
standing guard at the entrance under a heavy rai n. 

Members of the reactionary "Republican Youth", thinking th3t our forces had with­
dralm, returr1[d to the hamlet. All of them were arrested. One threYi a hand-gr2nade at 
Ut, the prime)' of Hhich he had forgotton in his panic to unpin. Ut was going to throw 
it back at him when he was shot down by a guerri lla. That night, hundl'eds of hO!ndg~e-
nades had been siezed. ~ 

The next day, she was back home. Giving_the breast to-her ~baby and c<lressing her ---'-nal r, shesai d: - . ~ ~-~--- --~ ~ 

"When my son is old enough to carry a Yleapon"he will do much better than his parents." 

VI 

In July, 1964, guerrilla warfa're Vias greatly intensified. Throughout South Vietnam, 
hostilities became increasingly fierce. 

The Tam Ngai partisans Ylere asslgned the task of encircling the Ba Mi post commanded 
by a self-styled viest \-Iho ~Ias living in the church \'lith a tl'lenty-ycar-old concubine. 
The chancel had becn turned into a charnel-house. The military post 1"0.S defended by a 
platoon of puppe", soldiers assisted by two groups of village ffinit-;amen \Vho occupied 
a blockhouse flanking the post. 

To lay siege to tl!e enelT\y post, the partisans had to block the road, hold off enemy 
"-.----I'ei fl-forcerrec 'cs ,S bppre;s cOil aboI'd tors"~~Ymmobil i ze the Ca"u"IV garr~fsori- ana-surround the 

church. On the roadblocks Ut laid booby-traps made up of hand-srenades concealed in 
coconuts. 

The 'enemy post w"s surrounded with tYlO concentric rings, an inner one of men and 
an outer one of women gU2rrilias. In the first engagement against troops from Cau Ky, 
the \Vomen partisans obtained sreat success. On lit's suggestion, they had fixed N.F.L. 
flags on rubber toy balloons VJ:licil they flevi high in the air to attract the attention 
of the enemy. ,ihen the latter car;", they fell into a field of boo~y-tlaps fi1 cde up of 
hand grenades. II~ their panic, a detc,chment of enefi1Y troops shot at randot:1, ana a 
second detachment, thinking it Ylas being attacked by guerrillas, fired back fiercely. 
This resulted in the death of many puppet s·'ldiers without the gUenillas hwing to 
fire a single shot. In their retreat, the enemy troops again fell into traps, and 35 
in all \Vere disabled. 



Ut's activities took all her time. She w~s never home before midnight and then 
only to go out again at dawn. Her husband was no less busy, so that their children 
had to take care of themselves the I'ihole day. But thanks to Be, the eldest child, 
everything Vias all right. The children, vlho hated the Yar,kees, understood that their 
parents were oui. to fi ght the enemy and dri ve them away. ~Ihen they heard shots, they 
could tell Vlhere fighting was taking place. At times, a helicopter flew overhead, and 
a mercenary using a loudspeaker exhorted soldiers of the Liberation Army to surrender. 
When they heard this, the children would shout back: 

"The Liberation troops are out attacking the military post. Only little Liberation 
soldiers are at home~" 

Besides looking after her younger brothers and sisters, Be had begun to serve the 
Resistance, as a courier, or a lookout, perched on a tree. 

At midnight, Ivhen her mother was back, the childr211 would tell her what they had 
been doing during the day. Often Ut brought home sweets for the children. Sometimes· 
Be had a banana for her mother. Then, Tich would come back to have his share of the 
joy of home life. 

At dawn. Ut and her husband went out aga~n, in different directions. The struggle 
went on, bringing more trials and more joys. One day, seven enemy troops were shot 
dead, after they were baited out of their lair by the women partisan's fire. The next 
day, Thay rluoi, a blood-thirsty enemy agent, was killed when he was crossing a bridge. 
Sometimes, a party was organized in the evening during <lhich the guerrillas played 
music, performed folk dances and cracked jokes. 

One night, it was decided to tighten the encirclement ring around Ba ~li and to 
take the Thanh Phu post, with the cooperation of regular troops. The entire population 
of Tam Ngai took part in the battle. Old people sounded tocsins. Ut's group was 
charged .lith immobilizing the militiamen in the smaller post. The operation began at 
nightfall. Enemy planes coming to the rescue of Thanh Phu machine-gunned the Ba Mi 
a~ea .at random. Ut fought fiercely. She I~as so exhausted when her group withdrew after 
mldnlght that she collapsed after jumping over the last of the ten streams she had to 
cross on the vlay home. 

The liberation troops had stormed the post, and Ut's six child chose 
that night to come into the world. 

A FIGHTING nOTHER by Nguyen Thi, from Vietnamese Studies, Vol.10, 
on Vietnamese Women, 1;67, Xunhasaba distributors, Hanoi, O,R.V. 



THts IS A Womd:NG ~RAFT oF' A I,WHEN ' S PEACE TREA1'Y 

Preal1lble: , 
lJe believe that no government has the :right. to intervene by. force in the affairs and destinies of other peoples, The mUital'Y policies of the United States govermnent have taken the lives of over a m:tllion Viet Namese and oVer 50,000 Americans. The useless expenditure of billions of do1iars to se:rVe tHe military machinG has deprived the people of _,.. Viet Nam, of the United States, and of the Norld of desparately needed food, clothing, medmcine, schools and health sGrvices. 

As women liVing in the United States we have suffered particularly from Our governments rr.ilitary priorities • As vomen and mothers we bear the burdens and suffer 0 most heaVily from inadequate attention to human needs. "Ie knOl.' at the same time that the inequality that Homen experience 10lill not be resolved simply by ending the l-Jar. '1e must fight the secondary status that affects our lives in every Hay: the '.ay 1{e think of ourselves, the education l-Je receive, the jobs He hold and the role He play in determining our o-.m lives. 

The example of dedication and courage of the '·lOmen of Viet Nam has been an inspiration to the I'romen of the United States. The l'lOmen of Viet Nam are I·rork­ing heroically in the fight for freedom, independence and neutrality for their country-- in the home, in the work force and as fighters. They have been brutalized, tortured, and forced into prostitution by the policies of the United States armed forces defending a corrupt and dictatorial government in Saigon. 

Vietnamese "omen have been heroines in the struggle for freedom beginning in 40 A.D. ",hen the Trung sisters led their peopleagainst foreign invaders; and this proud heritage lives today in the courage of the \ommen ",ho farm the land, care for their children, teach, and fight in the face of foreign military ag­gression. 

I"iomen in this country have expressed their opposition to our governemnts continued presence in Viet Nam and elsm·,here. This has never been our "ar. Our governerrnthas ignored our concerns. 11e are united t,lj, th women in Viet Nam and Ice comm:i.t ourselves to ,lOrk with them and Hith all reople I"ho ,belieVing that -:'he resources of the "orld should be used for the velfare of the people, lJant to erid this \far. 

Therefore I,e are entering into a joint treaty of peace betHeen the c-;~lIl'm of t:1e United Stat2s and the NOmen of Viet Nam (?nd all cf Indochina.) 

a VF~'sion of the text of the treaty negotiated by the student dffilegation should follo'" (see the accompanying) 



A JOINT TREf.TY OF PEACE 

BETI'iEEN THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STf.TES, SOUTH VIETNAM j.~ND NORTH VIETNP.M ". 

Be it knOl,vn th2..t the P.r.lerican and Vi-etn-?Jnese people are not enemies. The war is carried out in the names of the people of the United States and South Vietnam but without our consent. It destroys the land a.nd people of Vietnam. It drains P-merica of its resources, its youth and its honor. 

We hereby agree to end the war on the following terms, so that both peoples can liv2 under th'2 joy of independence and can devote themselves to building a soci2ty based on hUC12J1 equality and respect for the earth. In re·· jecting the war we also reject a.ll forms of racism and discrimination against people based on color, class, sex, national origin 2J1d ethnic grouping VJhich form the basis of the war policies, present and past, of the United States. 
1. The i'.merico.ns agree to immediate and total withdrawal from Vietnam, and publicly to set the date by which all U.S. military forces will be removed. 

2. The Vietnamese pledge that as soon as the U.S. government pub­licly sets a date for total withdrawal, they will enter dis­cussions to secure the release of all F~erican prisoners, in­cluding pilots captured while bombing North Vietnam; 

3. There will be an imrnediate cease-fire between U. S. forces and those led by the Provisional Revolutionary Goverlli~ent of South Vietnam. 

4. They will enter discussi9n.? _~D~e _:{-~1rQc..edures._tD ---- ··fhe--saIety o[-all,ii thdralving troops. 
guarantee 

5. The p,mericans pledge to end the imposition of Thieu, Ky and Khiem on the people of South Vietnam in order to insure their right to 
self-determinatio~ and so that all political prisoners C2J1 be re­leased. 

6. The Vietnamese pledge to --form a provisional coalition gov2rni'llent to organize democratic elections. All parties agree to respect the results of elections in which all South Vietnamese can par­ticipate fre21y without the presence of any foreign troops .. 
7. The South Vietnamese pledge to enter discussion of procedures to guarantee the safety 2J1d political freedom of those South Vietnamese who have collaborated with-the U.S. or-with the U.S.--- .. - - - --- -- - ------ -- --- --

supported regime. 
8. The P~2ricans and VietnaQese agree to respect the independence, peace and nE,utrali ty of Laos and Cambodia in accord with the 1954 and 1962 Geneva conventions, and not to interfere in the internal affairs of these two countries. 

9. Upon these points of agreer,lent, we pledge to end th2 war and resolve all other questions in the spirit of self-determination and mutual respect for the independence and political freedom of the people of Vietnam and the United States. 

By ratifying this agreement, we pledge to·take whatever actions are ap­propriate to implement the terms of this Joint Treaty of Peace, and to in­sure its acceptance by the government of the United Stc?~tes. 
* P .. s negotiated by the National Student !~ssocit\tion delegation to Vietnam 2J1d Paris, December, 1970, and as adopted by d",leg"t2s to th2 Spring Actions . '71 l>leeting, January 8-10, 1971, Chicago, Illinois, U.S.!,. 



An a.!'1otl.red batt.alion w?'ts ilT':::'_(~c1i,i:1.t(";12:> di.c'1'<'I;':.cl1c(~ i:(} blcc1: all the st!'8ets, 
and try to dispezose the cro"\','"c1. ?cl~!..'-l':;·'-':2::~ strl"c~-: ::.~i.: p'.:,:(·'s~le \,F.Lt.h \"}--.I.6 bu,tts of 
their rifles or with cudgels. P.i:':;1_"P"::;,Y, u:aits c-f t~· .. 0 r:>Q?le ' S sGl£-defeTl".:e 
corps showed resistaI!ce, pulling- <'it the £>clicehic::l' z ~cat3, snatc11ir1Cj b~lC};. t11GSe 
the puppet agents ",anced to arrest. T}~~ 3cnfflc ::;2C2..i;-',~" increc_singly violent~ 
S~rne of the soldiers got out of theii' arlc0ul:<~d CCU_'8 2.no. ~,l1outecl, pulliEg at 
the policemen I s coats: "These peopl(:~ 2.~ e only cl-:-,n3.ndlr',g qu5_ te reasonahle 
tldngs, why do you beat them?1J l,:ean">hil",:, otb"'!r c.;:-lumns of dSn1(;_nstrators CO:-T\­

ing from the villages had penet:cated .Lr:t,: . .' tl1fC b)';:;Hi S0me grol1!=!3 ~ilent to see the 
provincial chief, others, e:ss6Tlwly T'.·.~-~l '_'.no. Ot.~1,?;.: po::.son:,li.t.i~s i~ t'he to":';!l; to 
shoyl them thE! damage cansec1 by U .. s. c.:1F<[,icals. 

The scuffle be~·]een tb8 5, 000 '\10i:\~;~11 d-2l:-;,()n~~i:r2'~'J:Cs ~~·.lld the tr:oops and !"":01ict:: 

lasted over all hour. T11C pcppet authoz-ities, by rXi0~_l.izing 0..1J. ';;heir [.':)rces, 
managed to arr(~.: .... '.:. several hundred persionf3, \·;}:.o \.,re:1:C put on trucJ:!1 and taken 
to the pro-vincial stadium where they ~,.'?crc in1.~er\!,2·:::'.. Snc1.denly, on an order given 
by the leaders of the demonstration, tl19 5, 000 'Idm:l2TI stappsd t1:l"; scuffle wi t.h 
the police, and \dllingJ.y boarded the trucks, al,,,ost taking t,,2 -"ehicles by 
assault, Gqueezing up against -the drivers.. The overloaded vel1ictes could not 
stal't. The soldiers and policemen implored the "'omen to get down. The latter 
finally agre8d to go to the stadium, marching in front of the army trucks. The 
long procession marched through the tOl.17l, disp12.yi:r..g anti-American slogans, 
w;1ich enraged the puppet authorities. 

'll1ree thousand persons were interned i!l the stadiuT'1, exposed to the hot 
-'-'-sun; - It w'c.s -the ;?!'ovinci-a-l-·chief I s intE:;:Tti0~.,to-".x-E;duce __ the!!'._.by thir~_t to 

surrendGr. ThotiScll~dG of persons t..1--ten assembled around tl1G st2dibrrt: trying by 
alllneans to supply the internees ''lith food ana. ".rate!:. At 3 p .. m., t.hp. pro­
vincial chief c:lme ''lith a loudspeaker to threaten them. A woY.\an snatched t1'"':e 
loudspeaker, shouting: "We are only asking the authorities to int.erveno so that 
the Americans stop spreading chemicals, '.>ihy are you torturing us \-lith thirst?1I 
Her, protest was followed by an immense clamour from' the crovld, and the pro­
vincial chief sneaked a,,'ay. 

At 5 p.m., the puppet authorities pic~,eQ out 100 "omen from among the 
oldest, proposing to reiase them. ri'he women refu3ed, saying they ~'rou1.d not 
leaVe before all of them "ere freed. The dClconstrators spent the night i!'\ the 
stadium. The puppet officials sho"ed propas<uoda films, but they turned tl1Cir 
~b~~k,~ o~ ~~_~ ____ ~creen..!._ a_~d d:rowned the __ propaganc1~ speeches _''lith songs 2nd shouts .. 
Many talked to' t.he- .soldier-s -nnd--poffcemen: p'ersu~ldl:tlg thC:l1--tO-- r~ycurn t.o L'1B 
right path. The next day, sevE:raJ,." thousand wom2n l;itll their ch5_1dren carae froITI 
the neighbouring El.!.."eas, the ti18nln8rS of v2.rious religious sects iu t1:(~i!: cere·­
monial costumes. Frightened, the p~ovi!lcial chief gave the oz-d2r to relas,3 all 
the \-lomen interned in the stadium, and lent them truckG and cars so that they 
could leave tl1e tovm as quickly as possible. The pcpula.tion put at tile dis­
posal of the deomonst1:ators 200 motor-boats. An impreosi· .. te procesBion '.·;a.s 
formed, with ba!1ncrs inscribed vli th anti-P--.rnerican slogans.. It ",ent tb_rot-'l.sh all 
the localities in the region; enthusiastically greeted by the excit.ed inhabi­
tants. 

Such demonst:Lations c1.emoralized a!1d dj.sor92.nizec1 tJle r~.nks of the puppet 
admini~tra tion, police GIld 2.~y ~ They to":'lv.: p!_?se ?_9'3.5.n~,;t: 21_ ba,~k.grOll!1d of 
continual m8c--:!tings and processions, of less2r import2.nC2, but 2.1)le to ri~8bili7.e 
millions of vill2.g8:rs. The military posts and local c~c1::tinj_str.ative ct::nt.,::,e.:; \;-;2re 
daily besie-:red by cornbative ana determin-ed C!..·OT,·7QS who C2rrtC to p!_'ess:i.t ;:-.11 Jci..nc13 

of petitions. 



THE FUTURE OF SEX 

By Harshall I1cLuhan and George B. Leonard 

Sex as ~le know it may 
be far from sexless. 
erotic than now seems 

soon be dead. 
Generations to 
possible. 

But the surprising future will 
come may find all of life more 

"Well, it finally happened," Hichael Murphy of California's 
Esalen Institute recently said. "A young person came up to talk 
vlith me, and I couldn't tell if this person was a man or a woman. 
No'\>', I've seen plenty of young people of both sexes dressed in 
slacks, sweater and long h.3ir., but I'd always been able to find some 
sexually distinguishing clue. This time there was no ~qay for me to 
tell. I admit it shook me up. I didn't know exactly how to relate. 
r felt it ~vould take a new kind of relating, no matter if it were 
a boy or girl." 

The episo.de is extreme, but it, points to a strong trend. In 
today's most technologically advanced societies, especially urban 
Britain and America, members of the younger generation are making 
it clear - in dress and music, deeds and words - just how unequivocally 
they reject their elders' sexual vlOrld. It is tempting to treat 
the extremes as fads; perhaps many of them are. But beneath the 
external symptoms, deep transforming forces are at work. 

Sex as we nov think of it lllay soon be dead. Sexual concepts, 
ideals and practices already are being altered almost beyond 
rccognitj.on. Marriage and the family are shifting into new dimensions. 
What it will mean to be boy or girl, man or woman, husband or wife, 
male or female may come as one of the great surprises the future 
holds for us. 

\ve study the 'future the better to understand a present that 
will not stand still for inspection. Today, corporations, foundations 
and governments are asking a new breed of experts called "futurists" 
to tell them how things are going to be. These futurists tend to 
limit theii: predictions to things rather than people. Their 
imaginations and their computers fight future wars, knit future 
systems of economics, transportation and communication, build future 
cities of fantastic cast. Into these wars, systems and cities, 
they place people just like us-and thereby falsify all their 
predictions •. By default rather than design, most futurists assume 
that "human nature" will hold firm. They ignore the fact that 
technological change has ab-;'ays struck human life right at the 
heart, changing people just as it changes things. 
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This may be especially true of sex. A history of mankind in 
terms of sexual practices would make wildly variegated reading. 
Many ancient civilizations, for example, encouraged varying degrees 
of incest, and the Ptolemies, successors to Alexander the Great, 
practiced marriage between brother and sister for some three hundred 
years with no obvious ill effect. Modern anthropologists have brought 
back stories of present-day primitive tribes whose sex customs 
confound our traditional notion that there is only one "natural" 
pattern of relationship between the sexes. 

In early man, just as in most of the higher mammals, males 
and females lived rather similar lives, with little specialization 
except where childbearing and childrearing were concerned. Life for 
every member of a primitive hunting tribe was integral, all-involving; 
there could be no feminist movement, nor any special class of 
homosexuals or prostitutef. But when mankind turned from hunting 
to farming, ,and then to creating cities, empires, pyramids and temples. 
men and women were split apart in ways that went far beyond biology. 
Many men became specialists - kings, workers, merchants, warriors, 
farmers, scribes - in the increasingly complex social machine. Most 
Women fell heir to less specialized, but separate, domestic tasks. 

With the coming of writing, it was the manly virtues that were 
recorded and extolled. As Charles W. Ferguson point~ out in The 
Male Attitude. men have kept the records of the race, ,,,hich may ex~ 
plain I.hy history is a chronicle of war, conquest, politics, hot 
competition and abstract reasoning. "What survives in the broad 
account of the days before the modern era," Ferguson writes, "is a 
picture of a humankind full of hostility and inevitable hate." (LOOK 
researchers were surprised to find that, until relatively recent 
times, female births and deaths often were not even recorded.) Ancient 
writers exaggerated the biological as well as the social differences 
between the sexes, with the female coming off very badly indeed. 

The Romans invented the word sexus, probably deriving it from 
the Latin verb secare, to cut or sever. And that is exactly what 
civilization has done to man and woman. The cutting apart of the 
sexes rarely has been more drastic than in the industrial age of 
Europe and America, the period that was presaged by the invention 
of printing around 1460, and that is now changing into something new 
right before our eyes. 

Throughout the 11iddle Ages, there had been less separateness 
between men and women. Privacy, for example, was unwished. Houses 
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had no hallways; bedrooms served as passageways and sleeping places 
for children, relatives and visitors ,along Ivith married cQuples. 
Under such circumstances, the sexual act merged easily l'lith the rest 
of life. Language now considered intimate or vulgar was part of 
ordinary conversation. Childhood did not exist as a separate 
category. At about age seven, children simply moved into the grown­
up world; paintings of that day depict the young as scaled-down 
adults, even to the matter of clothing. 

After printing, howeve~, human life became increasingly visual 
and compartmentalized. Architecture took up the idea of visual 
enclosure, with private rooms connected by hallways. It was only 
when this happened that childhood separated out from the rest of 
life. At the same time, sexual activity went underground. Hidden 
and mysterious, it receded into a realm apart from ordinary exis­
t.ence, becoming more and more fraught Ivith a special intensity, a 
vague anxiety. Indecency, pornography and obscenity came into 
being as a result of specialist stress on separate parts of the body. 
By the time of Queen Victoria, the split between sex and the proper 
life was complete. Any wedding night, after a five- to ten-year 
engagement, was likely to be a trauma. 

Freud flushed sex up out of the underground, but he. like his 
comtemporaries, saw it as an explosive, a possible threat to what­
ever held civilization together. In this time - and even up to the 
present - the forces of life seemed constantly at odds with one 
another; since the Renaissance, it has seemed necessary to pen them 
up in separate compartments. The industrial age built more than its 
share of these boxes. It split class from class, job from job, 
profession from profession, work from play; divorced the self from 
the reality and joy of the present moment; fragmented the senses 
from the emotions, from the intellect; and, perhaps most importantly 
of all, created highly specialized and standardized males and females. 

The ideal male of the industrial age was "all man," He was 
aggressive, competitive, logical. This man of action was also an 
apostle of the abstract. And he feared to shol'1 much emotion. The 
ideal woman, for her part, was emotional, intuitive, guilefully 
practical, submissive. Naleness and femaleness were separate 
territories; man and woman shared only a tiny plot of common humanity. 
The wonder is that the two could get together long enough to continue 
the race. 

When sex - under the influence of Freud, factories, the auto­
mobile and world wars - came out into the open to become SEX, a 
peculiar thing happened: People were supposed to be free and frequent 
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with their sexual activity. Women ~vere supposed to turn from 
Victorian propriety to passionate responsiv~ness. And yet the basic 
ideals of maleness and femaleness continued unchanged. It was 
like a revolution without popular support: a lot of slogans, shouting 
and confusion, but not much revolution. 

The only real attempt at change up until the present turned 
out to be abortive. Women of feminist persuasion" viewing the 
action and the power over there in the arena of aggressiveness, 
specialization and hot competition, tried to take on the attributes 
of maleness. How ironical! They may have been heading in the 
~.rong direction. When the Victorian novelist George Meredith wrote, 
"I expect that Homan will be the last thing civilized by Man," he 
was unknowingly describing her fitness for the post-civilized 
Electric Age. Where the old technology split people and the world 
apart, demanded human fragmentation, the emerging technology is 
putting Humpty Dumpty back together again. It is most doubtful, in 
the new age, that. the rigidly "male" qualities will be of much 
use. In fact; there may well be little need for standardized males 
or females. 

Trying to define a new sexuality in the industrial period, D. 
H. Lawrence placed his characters against a backdrop of factories, 
mines, smokestacks. His most successful sexual hero (in Lady 
Chatterley's Lover) Has a gamekeeper; he may be vieHed as the 
closest Lawrence could get to the primitive hunter. In a sense, the 
man of the future will be a hunter, an adventurer, a researcher-
not a cog in a social machine. The coming age, linked by all­
involving, instantaneous, responsive, electronic com[;1unication,may 
seem more "tribal" than "industrial." The Hhole business of sex 
may become again, as in the tribal state, play - freer, but less 
important. 

When survey-takers "prove" that there is no sexual revolution 
among our young people by shDlving that the frequency of sexual 
intercourse has not greatly increased, they are missing the point 
completely. Indeed, the frequency of intercourse may decrease in 
the future because of a real revolution in attitudes toward, feelings 
about the uses of "ex, expecially concerning' the roles of male and 
female. What are those young men Hith long, floHing hair really 
saying? In Hhat may seem a ludicrous overstatement, they are sending 
a clear message to all Hho will listen: '~e are no longer afraid 
to display Hhat you may call "feminine." We are Hilling to reveal 
that we have feelings, Heaknesses, tenderness - that we are human. 
And, by the way, we just may be ridiculing all of those uptight 
movie males with cropped hair and unflinching eyes. We're betting 
they can't touch our girls." Indeed, the long-haired boys' appeal 
is not esthetic, but sexual; not private, but corporate. 
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Bear in mind that the Beatles' dazzling early success, long 
before their remarkable musicianship came clear, was conferred upon 
them by millions of young females who "ere transported by those 
pageboy hairdos and those sensitive faces. And the Beatles were 
not the first in a modern linoage of girl-movers. A younger, slenderer, 
tenderer Frank Sinatra, and then a hip-swiveling Elvis Presley, 
had reduced earlier sub-generations to squeals and moans. It takes 
a particularly obstinate b~indness not to realize tha~ an ability to 
free emotions, and not a fragmented "all-maleness," provides today's 
most compelling erotic appeal. 

We might also confess that our reading of the new teen-age 
"conformity" of dress and hairdo fails to consider the social 
ritualism of these forms. They express the new desire for depth 
involvemens ,in social life rather than egotistic eccentricity. 

The trend (perhaps without the exaggerated hair style) seems 
likely to continue. The all-sensory, all-pervasive total environment 
of the future may be no place for the narrow-gauge, specialized 
male. Emotional range and psychic mobility may be valued. Heightened 
intuition may be required. The breed of hombre generally portrayed 
by John Hayne is already an anachronism. "Be a man~" the hombre 
bellows, and the more perceptive of our young laugh. 

And if the narrow-gauge male is not laughed out of existence, 
he may, literally, die out. Specialized, competitive man is 
particularly susceptible to the maladies of the involuntary muscle, 
nervous and vascular systems. A U.S. male's life expectancy now 
is seven years less than a female's. Figures on earlier times are 
impossible to verify, but one thing is sure; the gap has never been 
greater. Men who operate inside the boxes of fragmented civilization­
whether bus driver, production-line vJOrker or professional. specialist­
die off at an alarming rate from the heart and gut diseases. Figures 
from the peptic ulcer are particulary revealing; deaths from white 
men are four times that for '''hite women in the U.S. But the female 
death rate, as women have started pushing into the man's world, has 
been rising. And what about today's younger generation, those under 
25? Here are the children of TV and science fiction, the pioneers 
of the Electric Age, the first humans to sample, even briefly and 
imcompletely, the less fragmented, less competitive, more involving 
future. Hhat of these tentatively retribalized young men? We may 
predict that their ulcer rate will decline. 
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No surprise. In the most isolated primitive tr.ibes, those 
whose members still operate as free-roving hunters, digestive dis­
orders are practically unknown and the usual civilized heart troubles 
are rare. Significantly, these people make little distinction 
between the ideal qualities of male and female. As the noted British 
anthropologist Geoffrey Gorer writes concerning the peace-loving 
Pygmies of Africa, the Arapesh of New Guinea and the Lepchas of 
Sikkim: "Men and women have different primary sexual characteristics­
a source of endless merriment as well as more concrete satisfactions­
and some different skills and aptitudes. No child, however, grows 
up with the injunctions, 'All real men do ... ' or 'No proper woman 
does ... ,' so that there is no confusion of sexual identity: no cases 
of sexual inversion have been reported among them. The model for 
the growing child is one of concrete performance e.nd frank enjoy­
ment, not o.f, metaphysical, symbolic achievements or of ordeals to 
be surmounted. They do not have heroes or martyrs to emulate or 
cowards or traitors to despise; ... a happy, hard-working and productive 
life is within the reach of all." 

It would seem that "being a man" in the usual, aggressive 
Western sense is, if nothing else, unhealthy. To live an ordinary 
peacetime life in the U.S.-as a recent Army study of the "nervous 
secretions" of combat soldiers in Vietnam shows-is as bad or worse 
for your gut, heart and nervous system as facing enemy bullets. 
But the present fragmented civilization seems on its way out, and 
,.hat "being a man" means could s'''iftly change. 

Extremes create opposite extremes. The specialized, narrow­
gauge male of the industrial age produced-in ideal, at least-the 
specialized woman. The age stressed the visual over the other 
senses; the fast development of photography, and then movies helped 
pull femaleness up from the context of life, of.actuality, and make 
it something special, intense, "hot." 

Grotesque and distorted extremes tend to pop out just at the 
end of any era, a good example being the recent rash of blown-up 
photographic nudes. The foldout playmate in Playboy Hagazine -she 
of outsize breast and buttocks, pictured in sharp detail-signals 
the death throes of a departing age. Already, she is beginning to 
appear quaint, not sexy. She might still be possible for a while in 
a wide-screen, color movie (another hot medium). But try to imagine 
her, in that same artifical pose, on the intimate, involving, "cool" 
television set in your living room. 
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Don't throwaway your Playboy foldouts, however. ~ooner than 
it may seem possible, those playmate-size nudes may become fashion­
able as collectorS' items, having the same old-timey quality for 
future generations that cigar-store Indians and Victorian cartoons 
have for us. This is not to say that nudity is on its way out. On 
the contrary, it will most likely increase in the neo-tribal future. 
But it will merge into the context of ordinary living, becoming 
not so much lurid and sexy as natural and sensuous. 

Already, new "sex-symbols" poke fun at the super female. Nota­
ble among them is the boyish and gentle young model known as 1\viggy. 
Sophia Loren, for example, is to Twiggy as a Rubens painting is to an 
X ray. And what does an X ray of a woman reveal? Not a realistic 
picture, but a deep, involving image. Not a specialized female, 
but a human being. 

It is toward a common humanity that both sexes now tend. As 
artificial, .~ocially-imposed distinctions disappear, the unalterable 
essentials of maleness and femaleness may assume that rightfpl im­
portance and delight. The lusty Gallic salute, Vive la difference~, 
rings truer about biology than about mores, mannerisms and dress. 
Even fashion speaks. "Glamour" was a form of armor, designed to 
insulate, to separate. The new styles, male and female, invite 
dialogue. 

The Pill makes a Homan a Bomb 

While both sexes will probably change, most men will have 
farther to go than mos t women in adj us ting to the ne\" 1 ife. In 
an unspecialized Horld of computers and all-enveloping communications, 
sensitive intuition and openness will win more prizes, if you Hill, 
than unfeeling simplistic logic. Right nmv, it is impossible to 
guess hOH many companies are being held together by intuitive and 
sensitive executive secretaries. Fortunate is the enterprise that 
has a womanly woman (not a brittle, feminist dame) as a high-level 
officer. Hany forward-looking corporations, especially in the 
aerospace industry, already are engaged in sensitivity-training 
sessions for their male executives. The behavior encouraged in 
these sessions Hould make a John Wayne character \vince: Hanly males 
learn how to reveal their emotions, to become sensitive to others, 
to Heep openly if that is what they feel like d01ng-all this in the 
pursuit of higher profits. Sensitivity works. The new technology­
complex, interrelated, responsive-demands it. 

The demands for neH male and female ideals and actions are all 
around us, changing people in many a subtle and unsuspected Hay. But 
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there is one specific product of modern technology, the contracep­
tive pill, that can blow the old boundaries sky high. It makes it 
possible for sexual ~'JOman to act like sexual man. Just as the Bomb 
instantly wipes out all the separating boundaries in a flash. The 
Pill makes a woman a Bomb. She creates a new kind of fragmentation, 
separating sexual intercourse from procreation. She also explodes 
old barriers between the sexes, bringing them closer together. Watch 
for traditions to £all. 

Romantic Love seems a lil<ely victim. As a specialty, romance 
was an invention of the late Middle Ages, a triumph of highly in­
dividualistic enterprise. It requires separation, unfulfillment. 
The chase is everything - the man aflame, the maiden coy. Sexual 
consummation bursts the balloon of yearning. As in the romantic 
movies, the significant embrace can hardly be imagined without 
"The End" printed .over it. Indeed, what we have called sex in 
recent decades' may be viewed as the lag end of Romantic Love. 

As a way of selecting a spouse, romance ("In all the world, you 
are the only girl for me") never worked very well. Back in the 18th 
century, Boswell may have felt some shock at Dr. Johnson's answer 
to his question: "Pray, Sir, do you not suppose there are fifty 
women in the world, with anyone of "hom a man may be as happy, as 
with anyone "oman in particular?" Johnson replied: "Aye, fifty 
thousand." The future may well agree "ith Dr. Johnson. It is 
difficult to play the coy maiden on a daily diet of contraceptive 
pills. And the appeal of computer dating suggests that young people 
are seeking out a "ide and quite practical range of qualities in 
their mates - not just romance or high-intensity sex appeal. Here, 
in fact, may be the electronic counterpart of arranged marriage. 

The great mystics have always perceived Romantic Love as some­
ho" defective, as a double ego that selfishly ignores other people. 
Today's youngsters have a different way of putting it: "Our parents' 
generation is hung up about sex." 

Youthful sexuality is cooling do"n 

As Romantic Love fades, so may sexual privacy. Already, young 
people shock their elders by casually conversing on matters previously 
considered top secret. And the hippies, those brash pioneers of 
new life patterns, have reverted - boys and girls together, along 
"ith a few little children - to the communal living of the Middle 
Ages or the primitive tribe. It is not uncommon to find a goodly 
mixture of them sleeping in one room. Readers "ho envisage "ild 
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orgies just don't get the picture. Most of the hippies are not hung 
up on sex. To them, sex is merely one of many sensory experiences. 
It is available when desired - therefore perhaps not so desperately 
pursued. 

Today, sex is returning to the adult world just as childhood 
is once again becoming enmeshed in grOlvn-up matters. The dream girl 
or dream guy is becoming as odd an idea as the dream house in a 
world 6f integral urban design. Sex is becoming secondary to the 
young. At, the same rate that it becomes accessible, it is cooling 
dOlvn. A couple of teen-agers like Romeo and Juliet would now 
have some of their most dramatic moments deciding on the kind of 
education they want for their children, plus a second career for 
Romeo in middle age. 

In future gl:nerations, it seems most likely that sex will merge 
,vith the re,st 'of iife, that it will settle down and take its place 
within a whole spectrum of experiences. You might not think so, 
what with the outpouring of sexed-up novels and plays since World 
War II. But these, like the slickly pictured playmates, bring to 
mind the death rattle of an era. When a, novelist like Norman Hailer 
contends that man is boxed-in by civilized constraints, he is quite 
right. But when he goes on to say that the free human spirit can 
now assert itself mostly through sex and violence, he is being 
merely Victorian. 

The more that modern writers present sexual activity as a sepa­
rate, 'highly defined, "hot" aspect of life, the more they hasten the 
death of SEX. Host "literary" novelists have not yet discovered 
the present, much less glimpsed the future: ,.hich is one reason why 
so many of the brighter college students have turned to anti-novels 
and, in spite of its questionable literary reputation, science 
fiction. Robert Heinlein's Stranger in a Strange Land, a popular 
underground book, tells of an attempt to set up Martian, rather than 
the usual human, relationships here on earth. In these relationships, 
what we term sex is communal and multisensual. There is no sharp, 
artificial distinction between male and female roles. Sex blends 
with other activities that might be called mystical. And there is 
even the need for a new word (Heinlein calls it "growing closer") 
for this demi-erotic mode of relating. Many young people see some­
thing of their own aspirations in the Heinlein book and others 
similar to it. Norman O. Brown (Life Against Death, Love's Body) 
strikes an equally sympathetic response with his thesis that civilized 
man has even fragmented his physical person. According to Brown, 
many people can feel sexual pleasure only in the sex organs themselves; 
the rich sensory universe of the rest of the body has been deadened. 
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Just as the Electric Age, with its multitudinous communication 
aids, is extending the human nervous system outside the body, it is 
also creating a new desire for exploration inside the self. The inner 
trip seeks ways to awaken all the senses, to find long-lost human 
capacities, to discover turn-ons beyond the narrowly sexual. One 
instance of this new drive for depth involvement is the growing nation­
al interest in Oriental religion and philosophy; another, riskier, 
one is increasing use of LSD and marijuana among young people. These 
drugs, the experimentalists claim, very quickly "blow your mind," 
which is to say, they knock out the old partitions within the self, 
allowing new connections to be made. Some theorists also say that 
the new rock music with psychedelic light effects can aid the inner 
traveler. 

Serious researchers are looking for means of accomplishing even 
more without the use of drugs. In several centers throughout the 
U.f.,., they .a,re working out techniques for awakening the body and 
senses, es~ecially those other than the purely visual, and for 
helping people achieve the unusual psychic states described, for 
example, in the literature of mysticism. The future will likely 
demonstrate that every human being has capacities for pleasure and 
fulfillment beyond sex that the present barely hints at. 

In this rich context, those reports on the death of the 
American family may turn out to have been premature. Actually, the 
family may be moving into a Golden Age. IHth so much experiment 
possible, marriage may come later in life than ever before. Future 
family units may not be separated from each other in little capsules, 
but may join together in loosely organized "tribes." As it is now 
the capsular family often has nO\~here to turn for advice and encourage­
ment when in need, except to professional counselors or organizations. 
The informal tribe of the future can provide' a sounding board and 
a source of support for each of its families, far more responsive 
and more loving than any professional helper. 

Homosexuality may fade out 

With marriage coming later in life, it may also become a more 
serious matter - perhaps as serious as divorce. Some couples may 
even wish to write up a legally binding separation agreement (to be 
revised when their financial and parental situation changes) as a 
precondition to marriage. Thus, in a sense, marriage becomes 
"divorce." Hith all this unpleasant business anticipated and 
accomplished even before the nuptial vows are spoken, divorce becomes 
far easier-and probably far less likely. In any case, the divorce 
rate will probably fall. 
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Marriage - firmly and willfully \ve1ded, centered on creative 
parenthood - may become the future's most stable institution. The 
old, largely discredited'togetherness" was based on stereotyped 
concepts of each family member's role. The ne,., family, integra 1 and 
deeply involving, may provide the ideal unit for personal discovery, 
for experiment in the seemingly infinite possibilities of being 
human. Each new child can provide a new set of perceptions for all 
the family. Each develops rapidly, urges change in parents and other 
children alike. It is possible that the family of the future may 
find its stability in constant change, in the encouragement of what 
is unique in each of its members; that marriage, freed from the 
compulsions and restrictions surrounding high-intensity SEX, can 
become far more sensual, that is to say, more integral. 

What about homosexuality and prostitution? Lifelong, specialized 
sexual inversion has baffled many researchers. But may it not be 
viewed simply as' a response to sexual overspecialization? Just as 
men in our society are far more specialized than women, so male homo­
sexuality is far more prevalent. To "be a man" in the narrow sense 
has often proven difficult and dehumanizing. In certain stressful 
and ambiguous family situations, some young men have not been able 
to pull it off. So they flip-flop over to the coin's reverse side, 
the mirror image of hyper-maleness - even more specialized, even 
more limiting. If a ne\V, less specialized maleness emerges, it is 
possible that the need to turn to specialized homosexuality will 
decrease. There is a striking absence of it among the communal­
living young people of today. 

As for prostitution, if it is the oldest profession (or, if you 
will, service industry), it is also one of the most ancient 
specialties - an early consequence of the creation of man-in-the-mass. 
Armies, merchant fleets, work forces: Hen without women demanded 
Woman, or at least one aspect of her. So long as men are massed and 
shipped away from home, this female specialist will likely follow. 
But, like homosexuality, prostitution may also be looked upon as a 
response to a certain kind of hyper-femininity. I'7hen men, as in the 
Victorian Age and long after, require sexually-inhibited wives, they 
create an equal and opposite demand for sexually-uninhibited partners­
for-pay. As the first requirement fades, so does the second. Already, 
call girls are becoming game for the aging. The whole notion seems 
somewhat ridiculous to the young. 

Indeen, the future may well wonder why there has been so much 
fuss about sex over all these years. Sex may well be regaining some 
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of its traditional cool. It is still a three-letter word, despite 
the efforts of its four-letter relatives to hot it up. This is 
not to say the future will be sexless. Far from it, generations 
yet to come may very well find all of life far more erotic than 
now seems possible. 

Those who try to puzzle out any single sexual way for the 
next age will probably finB their efforts in vain. Rather, it 
seems, the future holds out infinite variety, diversity. The 
search for a new sexuality is, after all, a search for a new 
selfhood, a new way of relating. This search already is well 
under way. What it turns up will surprise us all. END 
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